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I.  |Ca  estarie  M  Cunitgdie.^  fo'  cui.b. 

(A   FRAGMENT.) 

(Title  :)  I  ceste  liuere  est  escrit  la  estorie  del  Euangelie  en 
engleis  solum  ceo  ke  ele  est  escrit  en  latin,  et  continue  de  la 
Anunciacion  nostra  seignour  Ihesu  crist.  De  la  Natiuite  be- 
nette.  De  sa  Passion.  De  sa  Eesurexion.  De  sa  Ascension 
6  de  sa  Glorificacion.  Et  de  soun  Auenemewt  a  Jugement  et 
de  nostre  presentement  en  cors  en  alme. 

(Picture  cut  out.) 

Sum-while  ich  was  wif  sunne  i-boitnde, 
And  sunne  me  hath  icast  to  grounde  ; 

Bote,  swete  Ihesu,  fi  swete  wound  us  jesn8,Thy 

Leased  me  haj)  of  harde  stoundus.  4 

Whon  I  to  ))e  tomde  my  fouht, 
Pynes  to  fole  ne  greuejj  me  noulit ; 
by  Deb  me  haueb  of  serwe  i-brouht  deati.  has 

'  •"  made  me  love 

And  loue  to  pe  in  me  haf  wrouht.  8  Tiiee, 

Jje  to  loue  is  al  my  blisse, 
Me  longej)  sore  J>i  woundus  to  kisse. 
Swete  Ihesu,  my  fouht  J>ou  wisse, 
On  fe  to  |)enche  fat  I  ne  misse.  12 

ffole  ])ouhtes  me  were  woned  to  tille, 
ffeole  tymes  to  don  ille, 
In  word.  In  dede.  In  wikked  wille, 
Niht  and  Day,  al  me  to  spille  :  16 

Bote  whon  I  me  vndurstod 
J3at  J)ou  for  me  scheddest  fi  blod, 

ffolye  to  leue  me  fhouhte  good  and  leave 

And  to  J)e,  Ihe^u,  I  tornde  my  mood.  20 

Bote  3it  I  me  bi-gon  to  drede 
)3at  he  fat  eggef  mon  to  quede 
AViJ)  sunfol  Jjouht  me  wolde  lede 
To  wikked  wille  or  fool  dede.  24 

*  Ed.  before  by  me  in  Engl.  Stud.,  viii.  2. 
VERNON    MS.  B 


2        I.     The  Goqiel  Stm'y.     Heathen  Gods.     Beast-Wonders. 
I  fix  ms  berfore  my  bouht  on  bo  i  feste  ; 

llmugl.l8on        ^'  .  P        1 

Thee.  ffoi'  jjer  1  wot  to  lyuden  reste — 

Of  vche  louo  J)ou  art  fe  beste, 

))ou  art  fe  lone  J>at  euere  wol  leste.  28 

Nis  no  men,  Ihesu,  bote  in  fe 

In  whom  bi-houef  us  I-borwed  be. 
I  woiii.i  write        hi  lone  to  Avinne,  i  wolde  fonde, 

ulTliec, 

3if  I  me  milite  Avel  vndurstonde,  32 

Sum  |)ing  of  fe  to  write  and  rede, 

]5er-Jjorwh  of  jje  to  winnen  mede. 
And  heo  J)at  scholden  hit  iheren, 
and  tell  Tiiy     Of  jjo  Gospel  mowe  sumwhat  leren  36 

ill  KiiKiish.      )3at  writen  is  fer-Inne  of  fe, 

On  Englisch  tonge  porwh  swynk  of  me. 
Tiie  Wise  of     .    "Wyse  men  bi  Olde  dawes 

old 

Bokes  made  of  goode  lawes,  40 

Hon  me  scholde  hem  wijj  rihte  led  en 
And  wys  to  ben  in  alle  heor  deden ; 
And  Jjei  no-})ing  ne  wusten  of  fe, 
made  fiods  of  P.ut  goddus  heo  maden  of  ston  and  tre,  44 

stone,  '^ 

And  ])ing  )jat  ne  mihte  seo  ne  here 
ffor  God  heo  honourede  and  heolde  dere : 
andoftiie  Sonnc  and  ]\[one,  Day  and  Niht, 

Sun  and  'J 

Moon.  Sterre  and  al  ))at  jiue))  lyht,  48 

}3at  Goddus  weren  alle  pei  wenden, 

And  God  of  heueno  no-Jjing  ne  kenden. 
Clerks  wrote         Of  grete  Clerkes  also  we  fynde 

)5at  Bokes  made  of  Beestes  kynde,  52 

Of  ffoul,  of  Ston,  of  Gras,  of  Treo, 

And  al  for  Mon  jjeron  to  seo. 
Solace  to  haue  and  techinge, 

And  hem  to  holde  from  fool  lykynge —  56 

oi  ueasts,        ffor  whose  here)?  of  Beestes  kynde 

Mony  wondrus  he  may  jjer  fynde, 
ffeole  |)inges  seon  and  here 

Wher-Jjorwh  he  may  him-self  lere  CO 

Hys  lyf  to  lede  wijj  more  wynne, 

Good  to  do  and  hatyje  synne. 
and  that  the         A  wys  mou  seij)  jjat  bestes  weren, 
and  Kagie   '    Hert  aud  Eddro,  feos  J>reo,  and  Ern,  64 


I.     The  Gosjicl  Story.     The  Dead  hef&re  Christ's  Birth.      3 


Jjat  heore  lyf  chaungede  jjorwh  here  kynde — • 

fEor  Jjus  of  hem  I-write  we  fynde : 

J3at  kuynde  3ifJ)  vche  mon  eggynge, 

Of  vche  good  J>ing  haue  3eornyng.  68 

Bote  beter  fyng  ne  mai  no  mon  fynde 
)3an  pe,  lord  of  alle  Jjynge, 
J3at  Beest  and  flfoul  and  alle  wiht 
At  wille  beo]j  vndur  Monnes  miht. —  72 

Ihesu  louerd,  )?i  lone  to  wynne 
3if  me  grace  to  hi-gjnme, 
Loue  nie  sende  to  fordo  synne, 
J3at  al  monkynde  Avas  bounden  Inne. 

At  Godus  sone  in  Jje  Maiden  alyhte, 
Ajeyn  ]>e  deuel  we  nedde  no  mihte  ; 
fEor  we  weren  vndur  his  mihte, 
Of  good  to  don  we  loren  J>e  sihte. 

Jjat  tyme  was  sunne  so  ryf, 
In  Old,  In  3ong,  In  Mon,  In  "NVyf : 
As  sone  as  heo  laften  \q  lyf. 
To  helle  heo  wenden  wiJ)-oute?i  stryf. 

Habraham,  Ysaak,  and  seint  Ion, 
Dauid  fe  kyng,  and  Salamon, 
Jjidere  heo  wenden,  euerichon, — 
Heo  nedden  Jjo  no  beter  won.  88 

fforte  Godus  sone  was  don  on  Kode, 
))i(lere^  wente  Avikkede  and  goode,  '  ms.  t>ia«rre 

)3e  -Nvikkede  to  pyne,  wijj  dreri  mode, 
jjere  to  beo  ])e  deueles  foode ; 

Bote  J)ulke  soules  swete 
)3at  here  on  lyue  heore  synnes  leete, 
In  freo  p?7sun  fenne  was  heore  sete, 
To  abyde  Jie  biheste  of  fo  pj-ophete.  96 

Prophetes  weren  I-woned  to  grede  : 
*'  Ow  schal  comcn  wijj-oute  drede 
)3at  flesch  schal  taken  in  !Maydenhede 
And  us  to  loye  of  pyne  lede."  100 

'NMion  God  of  heuene  herde  J)is  cry, 
Of  ^[onkynde  he  hedde  mercy  : 
And  ches  a  Mayde  of  gret  ferly, 
Clene  in  sonle  and  in  bo(^ly.  1 04 


changed  thpir 
lifeby  imture. 


Jesus,  (frant 
me  Bra««  to 
sill  no  wore. 


Before  Tliou 
wast  bom. 


76 


80 


men  went  I 

Hell  wlieil 

34    they  (lie<». 


tlie  wicked 
tu  be  tlie 
92    devil's  food. 


tlie  |too<l  to 
live  ill  prison. 


I.     The  Gospel  Sto9y.     Gahriel's  Annunciation  to  Mary. 


to  srcet 
M.iiy, 


and  tell  her 
.lesus  slionid 
be  born  of 
her; 


(iliost  slionM 
alight  in  lier, 

and  lier  Child 
slionid  be 
Uo<r»  son. 


To  hire  he  sende  a  swete  fere, 
)5at  him  was  swijie  leof  and  dere  : 
Gabriel,  wij)  swete  chere. 

And  hire  gon  grete  on  ])is  manere  :  108 

"  TT"eil,  ful  of  grace,  God  is  wij)  fe, 

J_ JL  A-Mong  wy??zmen  I-blessed  fou  be  !  " 
)je  Maide  was  dred  on  him  to  seo, 
And  jjouhte  what  fis  mihte  beo.  112 

{Here  picture  :  Mary  and  aiirjel.) 

l^Enne  him  spac  fe  Aungel  fre  : 

y  "  Marie,  nouht  ne  dreed  jjou  fe  ! 

A  child  schal  beo  boren  of  fe, 

lesus  schal  his  nome  be.  116 

He  schal  fe  ffader  of  heuene  qweme, 
In  Dauid  sete  sitte  and  deeme, 
])Q  folk  of  Israel  he  schal  jeme 
And  heore  fon  from  hem  fleme."  1 20 

jjenne  onswerde  fat  swete  Mayde 
To  J)e  Aungel  Gabriel  and  sayde  : 
"  Hon  schal  fis  be  ?  nou3wher  I  ne  leide 
Mi  jjouht  to  luste  of  mon  vpbreide."  124 

)5en  fe  Aungel  hire  herte  dihte. 
And  of  pis  gretynge  hedde  in-sihte  : 
"|3e  holy  gost  (he  seide)  schal  in  J?e  alihte 
And  in  Jje  worche  wij)  his  mihte.  128 

\)Q  chyld  fat  of  fe  schal  beo  bore, 
Godus  sone  he  schal  beon  i-core  ; 
He  schal  fe  folk,  fat  herbi-fore. 
To  blisse  bringe,  fat  heo  hedden  forh^re.  1 32 

And  fat  f ou  f e  sof e  lere, 
\)\  nece  Eli3abef ,  lo  here, 
])  it  is  in  elde  feole  3 ere, 
Heo  haf  chyld  take  of  hire  feere.  136 

j)e  sixte  Monef  now  is  anon 
)?at  heo  haf  wif  cliylde  igon — 
ffor  to  God  of  heuene,  fat  is  on, 
Nis  word  of  vnmihte  non."  HO 

Nolde  Marie  no  lengore  pledo, 
])is  wordes  in  hire  herte  heo  sede : 


144 


148 


152 


156 


160 


I.     The,  Gospel  St(y)^y.     Manj  conceives  Christ. 

"  Lo  me  her  Godus  Mayde, 

Wijj  me  do  God  as  fou  hast  sayde  !" 

As  sone  as  J>i3  was  in  hire  fouht, 
In  hire  was  Monnes  kuynde  i-wrouht 
And  so|)fast  God  was  ferto  i-brouht — 
Men,  J»er-of  ne  dred  fe  nouht ! 

J5e  Aungel  Marie  God  bi-kende 
And  to  him  eode  fat  him  sende. 
And  sone  aftur  fat  mayde  wende 
To  Elijabejj,  hire  kuynde  frende. 

Sone  so  fe  Mayde  Marie 
Entrede  Jje  hous  of  ^akarie, 
Elijabeth  In  prophecie 
Jje  Maide  custe  and  fus  gon  crie  : 

"  A,"  heo  seide,  "  how  may  ]?is  be 
Jjat  my  lord  us  modur  comef  to  me? 
As  sone  as  ich  herde  fe  steuene  of  J>e, 
Jje  ChUd  in  my  wombe  makede  gle. 
U  A-Mong  wymmen  I-blessed  fou  be, 
And  blessed  beo  pe  fruy  t  of  J>e  ! "  i » Here  should  foUow  v.  srs  ar. 

J3er  bilafte  fat  swete  may 
Wif  Elijabeth  wel  moni  a  day —  164 

Ne  louede  heo  no  foles  play, 
Bote  louede  God  and  fonked  ay. 

{Picture :  Mary  and  Elizabeth.) 

l^Enne  fer  was  a  swete  metynge, 

J     Swete  cluppinge  and  swete  cussynge  ! 

A  Mayde  fat  bar  f e  lord  of  alle  finge, 

A  wyf  fat  bar  seint  Ion  in  holy  weddiwge ! 

\)\B  was  seynt  Ion  for  whom  bi-fore 
His  ffader  hedde  his  speche  for-lore. 
And  to  f e  tyme  fat  he  was  bore. 
As  fe  Aungel  seide  bi-fore. 
H  3akarie  was  his  ffadre  name ; 
Gret  mon  he  was  and  of  good  fame. 

Tyme  com  of  fe  seruyse, 
pai  he  don  scholde  in  heore  wyse  : 
In  fe  temple  he  saih  vp  rise 
Bifore  hi;/i  a  mon,  and  him  gon  agrise. 


who  blest 

Jier  and  her 
Fruit. 


168 


172 


176 


■  was 
Joliii  the  Bap- 
tist's Mother, 


and  Zaoba- 
rias  was  his 
Father. 


180 


6  I.     The  Gospel  Stmy.     Zacharias  struch  dumb. 

An  Angel        "TTTTIt  was  an  Aungel,  Godes  sonde, 

JLJ_  J3at  gon  at  fe  Auter  stonde, 

And  3akarie  he  com  to  fonde, 

Don  his  seruyse  bad  him  not  wonde.  184 

told  zaciia.  ,        "  3akarie,"  lie  seide,  "  ne  dred  J)ou  nouht ! 

Bifore  God  fi  bone  is  wrouht ; 

)3at  Jjou  hast  him  bi-souht, 

Schal  in  Eli3abeth  ben  i- wrouht :  188 

that  he  A  child  bou  schalt  on  hire  winne, 

should  hnve  ' 

aciiiidciiia      bat  schal  ben  love  to  al  his  kinne, 

John,  •"  '' 

I-blessed  he  beo  hire  wi))-Inne  ; 

Ion  he  schal  hote,  clansere  of  sinne.  192 

(Picture:  Zacharias  and  Angel.) 

At  his  Burth-tyrae  me  schal  game?^  &  pleye : 
He  schal  greiben  godus  weye, 

prepare  Uod'8  „  ,,     i  i     i 

way.  To  J)e  folk  he  schal  so))  seye 

And  mis-bileue  he  schal  donn  leye."  196 

3akarie  onswerde  wijj  dreri  chere  : 
He  doubted,     «  Hou  may  Jjis  ben  on  eny  manere  '\ 
Bofe  we  bej)  olde,  ich  and  my  fere, 
And  forj)  igon  in  feole  ^ere."  200 

J3e  Aiingel  seide  :  "  )pis  schalt  fou  se. 
And  for  J)at  Jjou  leuest  not  me, 
and  was         jjou  schalt  beo  Dou??ibe,  ich  sigge  be, 

struck  dumb.  ,.,,.,  ,      ,,  c./\  i 

fforte  pat  child  ibore  be."  204 

}3e  Aungel  bi-lafte  no  lengore  fore, 
Ne  3akarie  ne  spac  no  more. 
Bote  out  he  code,  sikynge  sore — 
])Q  folk  hedde  wondur  wherfore  hit  wore.  208 

Bote  heo  seiden  alle  by-deno 
))at  he  haj)  sum  wondur  i-sene 
)jat  he  so  longe  ha])  i-bene 

In  J)e  temple,  as  we  Avene.         ■  212 

But  he  tried,        ^^karie  penne  dude  his  dede, 
Nout  for  his  fleschliche  nede. 
But  child  to  wynnen,  3if  he  miht  spede, 
And  so  of  God  to  wynne  meede.  216 

|3at  swete  couple  at  pat  metynge 
Of  ffleschliche  lust  hedde  no  lykyngc, 


I.     The  Gospel  Story.     John  the  Baptist  horn. 


Bote  holy  wille  and  swete  cgginge 

To  Godus  seniyse  chyld  for)?  briuge.  220 

A  child  he  won  forwh  godus  mihte, 
)3orwh  Godas  heste,  and  hedde  insihte  : 
In  Eli3abeth  fe  holigost  lihte 
And  fat  child  in  hire  dihte.  224 

Elijabeth  fill  glad  was  \o 
J)at  heo  gon  wi])  chylde  go  ! 
A-wey  heo  let  al  hire  wo 
Jjat  heo  hedde  fourti  ^er  and  mo. —  228 

Whon  fat  child  scholde  ihoren  bo, 
His  frendes  aboute  of  J»e  cuntre 
WiJ»  blisful  chere,  gamen  and  gle 

AUe  he  comen  J>e  child  to  se.  232 

%  jjenne  seiden  his  frendes  alia 
3akarie  heo  wolden  him  calle. 

)3at  herde  J>e  Modnr,  Jjer  heo  lay, 
And  onswerde  and  seide  :  "  nay,  236 

"  Mi  leue  frendes,  dof  a-way  ! 
Ion  he  schal  bote,  yd  I  may." 
H  Alle  heo  seiden  fat  \er  nas  non 
In  al  heore  kynde  fat  hihte  Ion.  240 

To  3akarie  f  e  word  heo  brouhte 
And  bad  him  sigge  what  he  fouhte. 
And  he  a  table  sone  souhte 
And  feron  fe  nome  ^vrouhte.  244 

On  f  e  tablet  he  wrot  anon 
]3e  childes  nome,  he  wrot  Ion — 

"  God  bi-fore  he  schal  gon  r.  2*7-8  sUouia  foUow  t.  lae. 

And  to  him  torne  mony  on,"  248 

Wondiir  hedde  fo  al  his  kynde 
Hou  he  mihte  f is  nome  fynde. 
Bote  God  his  tonge  let  vnbynde  ; 
And  he  him  louede  wif  al  his  Mynde.  252 

"  God,"  he  seide,  "  i-blessed  fou  be, 
]3at  of  his  folk  wolde  haue  pite, 
And  his  Merci  haf  i-sent  to  me, 
)}at  f  is  child  schulde  i-bore  he  !  256 

^And  fou,  child,  schalt  ben  clept  prophete, 
Jjou  schalt  greife  godus  strete. 


on  liw  wife 
Elizabeth, 


When  the 
Chihl  «vas 
bom. 


Elizabeth 
said  hcslioiilil 
becald  John. 


and  Zacha- 
rias  wri>te 
tlie  same, 


I.     The  Gospel  Stooy.     Mary  to  he  cald  Blessed. 


Godus  folk  fou  schalt .  .  gete 
And  hem  teche  heor  sunnes  bete. 

)5is  speche  to  godus  folk  j)ou  schalt  preche, 
j3ou  hem  schalt  \q  so])e  teche 
Hou  heo  schulle  to  heuene  reche." 


260 


C- 


Mary  stayd 
with  Eliza- 
beth 


{Picture :  Birth  of  John.) 

Also  as  ich  er  seyde,  pe  Maide  Marie 
Hire  lyf  ladde  wif-oute  folye 
Wi))  Elizabeth  and  hire  cn?npaygnye. 


2G4 


WiJ)  hem  penne  was  heo  fore 
})reo  Monefes,  ojjur  more, 
Wijj-outen  suwne,  Avijj-outen  sore — ■ 
Heo  louede  god,  fat  was  hire  lore. 
(asBedesays)       As  seif  pe  holy  mon  seint  Bede: 
ffrom  hire  nece  nout  heo  ne  eode 
Ar  heo  say  fulliche  in  dede 
Eli3abeth  seint  Ion  fede. — 

jjenne  heo  fonked  god,  f ul  of  blisse, 
Jjat  he  wolde  seo  hire  mekenesse 
And  hire  a  sone  sende  in  swetnesse, 
To  taken  in  hire  monnes  liknesse. 

*']5e-.bre  me  schal  al  Monkynde 
Blisful  telle  in  heore  mynde, 
}5at  he  wolde  in  me  Mekenesse  fynde, 
J3at  mihtful  is  to  lame  and  blynde. 

Of  Merci  he  was  leche 
ffrom  kynde  fat  dredde  his  speche. 
Of  fe  proude  of  herte  he  dude  wreche, 
And  dude  J>e  Meke  an  heij  to  reche ; 

J3e  hungri  in  god  he  made  stronge, 
And  fe  riche  he  lette  al  swonge. 
J)e  folk  of  Israel  haf  vndurfonge 
\)e  child  fat  heo  abide  longe ; 
H  Also  him  spac  f  e  heuene  kyng 
To  Abraham  and  his  of  spring." 

Whon  Marie  hedde  i-seje  f  e  dede 
Of  f  e  child  and  al  f  e  neode, 


till  John  was 
born. 


Then  Mary 
said  all  men 
should  call 
her  blessed. 


for  God  had 
exalted  the 
lowly. 


268 


272 


276 


280 


284 


288 


292 


I.     The  Gospel  Story.    Joseph's  forbearance  ivith  Mary.      9 


J3e  Mayden  hire  bi-gon  to  spede 
And  leue  tok  and  horn  heo  eode. 

"WTion  heo  com  horn,  losep  to  qnenie 
Jjat  als  his  spouse  hire  hedde  to  3eme, 
"""^  his  herte  he  gon  hire  deme, 
Hou  heo  mihte  wij)  childe  seme. 

"WTiar-of  hit  were,  noJ>ing  he  nnste, 
So  as  he  nene'-e  hire  Mouf  custe 
^lid  wille  of  sunne,  ne  neuer  luste 
Hire  Maidenhod  fuUiche  vpbreste. 

And  for  in  him  nas  no  falshede, 
In  word  ne  in  Jjouht  ne  in  dede, 
In  his  herte  nas  no  drede 
Jjauh  heo  hedde  ilore  hire  Maydenhede. 

And  for  he  neuere  ne  saij  -wiJ)  eije 
Jjat  heo  to  fool  dede  gon  hire  bey^e, 
Loth  him  was  on  liire  to  lyje, 
Of^  fleschHche  dede  hire  be-wrye.         >  ms.  or. 

ffor  wel  he  -wnste,  nas  fer  no  speche, 
Jjorwh  \q  lawe  of  spousbruche, 
Bote  hire  fe  domesmon  bi-teclie, 
Sone  of  hire  to  take  wreche. 

A3e  pe  lawe  him  lyked  ille 
Jjat  me  scholde  a  Mayde  spille. 
Ifor-fi  bi-fel  hit  in  his  wiUe  6 

J3at  ^Eayde  lete  and  leuen  hire  stille.  320 

{Picture :  An  Angd  appears  to  Joseph  in  his  sleep.) 

V%0  Joseph  in  his  herte  wende 
-■     Ho[u]  Jjis  scholde  come  to  ende, 
A-slepe  he  fel,  as  god  him  kende, 
And  to  him  his  Aungel  sende  : 

"  loseph,"  he  seide,  "  no-fing  ne  drede, 
Marie  as  J)i  spouse  Jjou  lede ; 
J3at  chUd  in  hire  ])o[u]  schalt  fede  : 
Hit  is  fe  holigostes  dede, 

J3e  holigost  hire  ha]?  beo  mylde 
And  Marie  hajj  i-brouht  wif  chylde ; 
God  in  hire  ha))  i-do  vertu : 
His  nome  J)ou  schalt  clepe  Ihesu." 
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how  Mary 
was  nrilh 
300    cl'il'l- 


304 


308 


312 


316 


He  Iiad  never 
seen  lier  do 
folly. 


324 


328    the  Holy 
Ghnst 
had  cbilded 


Her  son's 
„  „        name  was  to 
332    be  Jesus. 


10 


Josepli  left 
Mary  a  maid. 


After  Csesar's 


decree, 


Joseph  tcok 
Mary  to 
Uetlilehem 


to  a  poor 
cottage. 


She  earnd 
lier  bread  by 
Ler  needle. 


Jesus  was 
born  in  a 
bam,  on  liay 
and  fern, 


and  laid  in 
a  manger, 


I.     The  Gos2)el  Story.     The  Birth  of  Jesus. 

Whon  losepli  herde  ])is  ty])inge, 
Marie  he  heold  in  clene  weddynge 
And  wi]j  Jje  Maide  in  good  lykinge 
Mayde  bi-lafte  to  his  endynge. —  336 

Ei  hem  fat  weore  bi-fore 
loseph  wuste  whon  god  scholde  he  bore  .... 

^  bflt  tvmp  was  mil»l  *  Last  words  cut  out  with  the 

II  pat  lyme  was  min       ....   ^.^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j.^^^^^  ^^^ 
Augustus  Cesar  wa     .     .     .     .    - .  340 

In  al  fat  lond  nas 

Ouer  al  Jjat  lond  av 

He  criede  his  ban     .     .     .     .     . 

To  alle  Jjat  Averen 344 

)pat  vndur  him  no 

}3at  were  of  eny  ofu 

"Whon  loseph  J?  us  h     ...     . 

Wij)  him  tok  fe  Ma 348 

Out  of  JS'ajareth  h 

And  to  Bethlehem  h 

In  Bethleem  he  tok  his  wonywge, 
ffor  Marie  was  neih  childynge,  352 

And  for  his  kun  and  his  ofspringe 
Weoren  of  Dauidfes  hons,  J)e  kynge. 

In  Bethlehem  hous  he  tok, 
Luytel  and  pore,  as  seif  fe  Bok,  356 

In  an  old  cote  and  al  to-falle — 
Nedden  heo  no  bettere  halle. 

Seint  lerom  a  Mayde  kende 
In  a  writ  fat  he  hire  sende  :  360 

))at  [fat]  Mayde  Avon  hire  bred 
Wif  hire  nelde  and  hire  fred. 

Whon  fat  child  was  forf  brouht, 
Luytel  heo  hedde  ofur  riht  nouht  364 

fforte  leggen  Inne  fat  Bern, 
But  a  luyte  hei  ofur  vern  ; 
Heo  wou?jden  hi??i  Avif  fat  heo  mihten  gete, 
And  leyden  him,  fer  bestes  ete.  368 

{Picture:  BiHh  of  Jesus.) 

Heo  leyden  him  in  Bestes  sialics, 
I-loke  bi-tAvene  two  olde  Avalles — 


I.     Tlie  Gospel  SUyry.     The  Slicplicrds  hear  of  Christ.       11 


Jjenne  was  fiild  J:e  pj-ophecie 
J3at  bi-fore  seide  Ysay3e  : 

\)e  Oxe  and  fe  Asse  hedde  kennynge 
Of  heore  lord  in  heore  stallynge. 
And  Abacuc  also  haue])  i-seyd  : 
By-twene  two  bestes  he  scholde  be  leyd. — 

So  bi-fel  fat  ilke  tyde 
Jjat  in  |>e  cuntre  ferbisyde 
Herdes  wakede  in  a  Mede, 
Heore  bestes  and  heore  schep  to  fede. 

Sone  to  hem  an  Angel  wende 
And  to  hem  brouhte  a  swete  tyfinge — 
Heo  bi-gonne  to  ben  in  doute 
Of  lilit  }?at  was  fer  hem  aboute. 

pe  Aungel  seide  :  "  noujt  je  ne  dredc ! 
Ich  wole  ow  telle  a  blisful  dede  : 
A  child  is  boren  for  oure  nede, 
\)&t  schal  his  folk  of  pyne  lede. 

And  [pat]  ich  ou  fe  sofe  bringe, 
Jjat  ich  jiue  ow  to  tokenynge  : 
In  Bethlehem  he  liht,  i-wounde 
In  clojjus,  and  in  a  Crubbe  i-bounde. 

^In  a  Crubbe  he  is  leyd,  Tiiis  stanza  is  corrupt. 

As  ich  ow  habbe  er  i-seid. 
He  schal  his  [folk]  of  sunne  brirtge, 
As  crist  and  lord  of  alle  pinge."  396 

(Picture :  An  Angel  appears  to  the  Shepherds.) 


372     as  Isaiah 


376 


380 


384 


388 


392 


told  bv  an 
An^rof 
Christ's  birth 


(The  other  leaves  of  this  Poem  we  tcanting  in  the  MS.)  ^  s  'eaves 

^  ■'  o  /        wanting  m 


1  The  Index  to  MS.  Vem.  gives  the  following  description  of 
the  poem:  CIIII  Of  ]}e  Anu«ciaciou/t  \hcx\i  crist  Of  his 
Natiuite.  Of  his  circuwcisiouw.  hou  he  [was]  offred  to 
Sjineon.  Of  \>e  passiou7j.  Of  ]>e  resurrexiouw.  Of  {;e  ascen- 
syou«.  Of  f>e  sendynge  of  )3e  holi  gost.  Of  f^e  comywgge  to  \>& 
day  of  dom.  ^  And  o{;ere  diuerse  Stories  of  \hes\i  crist  and 
of  his  modur ;  \)e  whyche  [be]  in  diuerse  paneles  in  peyntur,  and 
euery  panel  had  his  scripture  acordauwt  t^erto,  ^e  whiche 
peynture  his  table  suffisaunt. — Then  followed  :  fol.  CXI  pe  pyte 
of  crist  stondynge  in  \je  sepulcrt".  pe  scheld  off  {^e  fey.  pe 
scheld  of  \>e  passiouw.  Diuerse  orisones  to  fje  fadur  and  to 
J>e  sone  and  to  Jje  holy  gost,  whit  peyntures.  CXII  Salutaciones 
to  vre  lady,  wjjj  peynt«re  awnex.  CXIII  3}  t  salutaciou/js  to 
vre  lady.     Then  Miserere  &c. 


12  II.     Maidenstone's  Para2)hTase  of  Psalm  LI. 

n.    tee  |ata|I]rase  0f  fsalnt  Li. 

(From  the  Seven  Penitential  Psalms,  by  Ricli.  Maidenstoon.^ 
Beginning  wanting,  supplied  from  MS.  Digby  18.) 

\TS.iserere  met,  deus,  secundum  magnam  misericordkim 
tuum : 

1.  Have  Mercy,  god,  of  my  mysdede,  [Penit.  Psalms,  V.  385.] 

o  God  r"  '"*'  ^^'^  ^^  mercy,  f^at  mychel  is. 

Late  {ji  pite  springe  &  sprede, 

And  of  fji  mercy  l^at  I  not  mys,  4 

And  aftir  J^i  goostly  grace  I  grede. 
Now,  dere  god,  j^ou  graunte  me  {jis. 
That  I  may  Ij^ie  in  loue  &  drede, 
And  neuere  eft  to  don  amys  !  8 

E<  secundwm  muUitudinem  miseracionum  tuamm  dele 
iniquitatem  ineam. 
Do  awOT  And  aftir  J^i  mercies  J^at  hen  fele, 

mine  offences  j^^j.^^  fo^do  my  wickidnesse. 

And  helpe  me  forto  hide  &  helo 

pe  blames  of  my  freelnesse !  12 

jif  eny  sterynge  wolde  me  stele 
Out  of  Jje  cloos  of  fii  clennesse, 
Wise  ]>o\i  me,  in  woo  &  wele, 

And  kepe  me  from  unkyndenesse !  16 

A.mpUus  lava  me  ah  iniquitate  mea,  &  a  peccato  meo 
munda  me. 

2.  Wash  me  More-ouere  >ou  wasche  me  fro  [my]  synne, 

from  8.n.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^y^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  . 

Enserche  my  soule  wifjoute  &  ynne, 
That  I  no  more  defoulid  be ;  20 

And  as  )?in  herte  cleef  atwynne 
Wijj  deolful  dee)?  on  rode-tre,] 
[Vernon  MS.    So  let  me  neue?'e  werk  bi-ginne,  [Penit.  Psaims,  v.  407.] 

tol.  Cxn..]       ^^^^^  ^^^  ^.^  ^^.^  ^.^^  ^^  J  ^^ 

QtUoniam  iniquitatem  ego  cognosc.o  ^c. 
%.  My  8tn  is         ffor  al  mv  wikkednesse  i  knowe, 

ever  before 

me.  And  sunne  is  euere  me  ajeyn. 

jjerfore  let  \\  grace  growe, 

IhesMS,  fat  were  wiJ5  lewes  slayn.  28 

Riche  and  pore,  hei3e  and  lowe, 
Smale  and  Grete,  ich  am  certeyn, 
At  domes-day  when  J)ou  schalt  bowe,^ 
Of  fi  merci  schul  beo  fayn.       »  ms.  D:  whan  bemus  wowe.  32 

1  Ed.  by  Adler  and  Kaluza  in  Engl.  Stvd.  1887,  X,  p.  242  »'., 
from  MS.  Digby  18,  with  various  readings  from  MSS.  Eawl. 
A  389  and  Ashm.  Gl  ;  there  are,  however,  several  more  MSS. 
In  MS.  Eawl.  the  poem  is  ascribed  to  Richard  Maidenstoon, 
in  MS.  Digby  to  Rich.  Hampole.  The  Psalm  Miserere  begins 
v.  385.  MS.  Vern.  v.  407. 


II.     Maidcndone's  Paraphrase  of  Fsalm  LI. 

Ti'W  soli  peccaui  ^  malum  cm-am  te  ^-c. 
To  Jje  only  trespast  haue  I, 
Wrouht  wikkedliclie  a-jein  fi  glori, 
WiJ)  wordus  and  wij?  tricheri. 

Jjou  demest  riht  and  hast  victori :  36 

J5erfore  J)i  blis  nou  beo-seclie  I ; 
ffor  told  hit  is  in  moni  stori 
J3at  hose  criej)  to  fi  Merci, 
Is  endelesliche  in  fi  memori.  40 

"Ecce  enim  in  iniquitatihus  conceptus. 
Bi-hold  hou  in  sunne  i  was  conceyiied 
Of  my  Modur,  as  Men  beon  alle, 
And  of  ray  ffadur  nou3t  receyued 

Eote  flesch  ful  ffrele  and  fayn  to  faUe.  44 

Bote  se)))jhe  )ji  flesch,  lord,  was  parceyued 
And  for  vr  sake  strauht  on  staUe, 
Was  neuer  sinful  mon  deceyued 
Jjat  wolde  to  J)i  nierci  calle,  48 

"Ecce  enim  VQTitatem  dilexisU. 
Lo,  for  f ow  hast  loued  riht, 
J3e  priue  counseil  of  \i  wit 
Jjou  hast  me  schewed  forwh  fi  miht : 
Twei  kuyndes  bejj  to-gedere  I-kiiit,  62 

Jjral  is  fre  and  knaue  is  kniht, 
God  is  mon,  as  gospel  writ. 
3if  my  soule  in  peril  is  piht, 
Merci,  God,  and  help  Jjou  hit.  56 

Kspergea  me  domhie  ysopo  ^  mundahar. 
"Wijj  holi  watur  Jjou  schalt  me  spriuke, 
And  as  ])e  snouh  I  schal  be  whit. 
fEor  pauh  my  soule  in  sunne  sinke, 
Wijj  weopyng  watur  1 1  may  ben  quit.         ^  ai.M         60 
Dedly  drauhtes  ])auh  I  drinke. 
Of  repentauwce  yl  me  respit 
ffor  on  J)i  peynes  hose  Jjynke, 
In  worldly  wel))e  haj)  no  delyt.  64 

Kuflitui  ineo  dahis  gaudium. 
To  myn  herynge  fou  schalt  3iue 
Gladuesse,  to  glade  bones  meke. 


13 


4.  Against 
Thre  only 
have  I 
sinned. 


5.  Behold,  I 
wasconi-eiveU 
in  sin. 


7.  Tlion  Shalt 
make  me 
white  :is 
snow,  and 


8.  fo  have 
gladness. 


14 


II.     Maidoist&ne's  raraphrase  of  Pscdm  LI. 


9.  Turn  Thy 
liice  tVoin  my 


in.  Male  i 
me  a  clean 
lieart. 


1 1 .  Cast  me 
not  out  frouj 
Thy  tiice. 


12.  Give  me 

the  joy  of 
Salvation. 


68 


72 


76 


80 


In  louhnesse  lere  Jjou  me  to  liue, 

Leoue  lord,  I  J)e  by-seke. 

jje  Jjeoues  gult  hit  was  for3iue, 

On  Eode-treo  [his]i  bones  breke.  ' 

A  serwful  herte  and  clene  i-schriue 

Sauejj  soule  and  bodi  eke. 

Auerte  faciem  tuam  a  pQccixtis  meis. 
ffrom  my  suwnes  Jjou  tome  J)i  face, 
Put  al  my  wikkednesse  a-way. 
Gret  is  my  gult,  grettore  Jji  grace, 
And  elles  faylej?  al  vr  fay. 
Sunnes  fele  fat  me  deface 
Make))  pat  I  ne  con  not  say, 
But  crie  Merci  whon  I  trespace — 
Ichot  per  nis  non  ojjur  way. 

Cor  mundum  crea  in  me,  deus. 
Make  in  me,  god,  myn  herte  clene, 
)3at  rihtful  gost  in  me  pou  rewe.^  '  r.  newe 

ffrom  seuen  sunnes^  Jjou  make  hit  schene,    '  r.  sunnes  seuen 
Wher  so  Jjou  go  I  may  Jje  suwe,  84 

Alias  J?i  tormentes  for  tene, 
J)i  bodi  blak,  pi  bones  bluwe  ! 
Mekeful  lord,  pou  make  hit  seno 
Wip-Inne  myn  herte,  pat  hidous  hewe.  88 

"SE  j^T^oicias  me  a  facie  tua  ^  sj^Aviiwm  sancXwrn  t. 
Cast  me  not  out  from  pi  visage, 
Tac  not  from  me  pyn  holigost ! 
To  bi-holde  pat  feir  Ymage, 
Of  alle  murpus  hit  is  pe  most. 
A  blisful  brid  was  brouht  in 
Cauht^  and  Cud  in  eum  cost, 
Whon  pou  weore  drawen  in  tendre  ago 
To  driuen  adoun  pe  fendes  host. 

'Kedde  micld  leticiam  salutaris  tui. 
Of  helepe  ^if  me  ioye  and  blisse, 
And  strengpe  me  wip  pi  spirit  chef, 
And  al  my  fyue  wittes  wisse, 

)5at  I  may  loue  pat  pe  is  lef ;  100 

And  as  pou  miht  my  langour  lisse, 


92 


96 


n.     Maidcnstonc's  ,Paraj)hi'ase  of  Psalm  LI.  15 

Jjou  broulitest  mon  to  gret  bonchef, 

So  let  me  neue>-e  Jii  Merci  misse 

■When  I  am  gret  wi])  gostly  greef.  1 04 

Hoceho  iniquos  uias  tiias :  Sf  impiL 
be  wikkede  i  schal  bi  weies  teche,  is.  i  win 

'^  ^  teach  Uie 

be  sunfule  scnule  to  be  conuei-te.  wicked  xhy 

'^  ^  wmj». 

JX>u  siinful  soule,  beo  war  of  wreche, 
And  fenk  hoix^  crist  is  bed  and  berte,         ir.  on         108 
Breste,  bale  and  bodi  blecbe, 
Hou  bit  -was  bete  wij)  scourges  smerte. 
To  rewe  on  bim  I  wolde  arecbe, 

Alias  )»er  may  no  ter  out  sterte  !  112 

Libera  me  de  sanguinibna,  deus,  dens. 

Deliuere  me  from  blameful  blod,  u.  Deliver 

Almibti  god,  lord,  myn  helejje  :  biooa-guiiu- 

Jjen  scbal  my  tonge  wij)  mylde  mood 
Apertly  scbewe  J)i  seli  selfe.  1 16 

pi  ribtful  blod  ran  doun  of  Eod, 
To  wasscben  vs  from  vr  flescly  fulj)e, 
And  mony  a  storm  ajej-n  fe  stood 
To  wissen  vs  from  J)is  worldly  wel]:e.  120 

Domi?je  labia  mea  aperies  4"  os  meum. 

Mi  lippes,  lord,  bou  scbalt  vndo,  is.  Open 

A       ^  1      1       •  •  Tliou  ray 

And  my  moup  scbal  J)i  preisyng  spelle  :  Hps! 

)3i  merci  and  fi  mibt  also 

Parfyt[li]  may  no  tonge  ^  telle.         »  r.  no  tonge  may         124 

•ffor  wbon  we  dedly  sunne  do, 

pi  riht  vs  dampned  anon^  to  belle  ;        •  «/.  demej.  doun 

But  wbon  we  sese  and  con  sei  bo,^        » »ei  ho,  i.  e.  stop. 

Jji  Merci  is  vr  wasscbyng-welle.  128 

ftuonia?«  si  voluisses  sacrificium  dedissem. 
"Weore  sacrifice  to  H  likyn",  ic  irThon 

T  ■,■,■,,  .        .  .      ,  „  likedKt  sat-ri- 

1  bedde  hit  Jiue  wib  herte  ire  :  fi«.  i  w««'i'> 

-'  '  '  oi.o  it  -rhoa 


But,  certeynly,  no  sucb  Jjing 

As  in  bim-seK  plesaunt  may  be.  132 

J3i-self  were  off  red,  a  cbild  ful  jing, 

And  afturward  on  Eode-tre, 

"VVhon  of  J)in  berte  fe  blod  con  spring : 

Jjerfore  myn  berte  I  offre  to  fe.  13G 


give  it  Thee. 


16    II.  Paraphrase  of  Psalm  LI.    III.  Prayer  to  the  Trinity. 


17.  Tlies.icri- 
fice  of  God  is 
a  grieved 
spirit. 


IS.  Build 
Tliou  the 
walls  of 
Jerusalem ! 


Shalt  Thou 
accept  tlie 
service  of 
Righteous- 


Father,  Son, 
and  Holy 
Cihost, 


help  me ! 


^acrificiicm  deo  spintus  contrihidatiis. 

To  God  liit  is  a  sacrifice 
A  greued  gost  fat  serwe])  sore, 
An  hiiymble  herte  wol  not  despise, 
Whil  repentauwce  may  hit  restore. 
I  haue  forloren^  ])i  seruice  *  ms.  r.  forieteii 

And  luitel  i-lyued  aftur  ])\  lore  ; 
But  i  repente  nou  and  aryse  : 
Merci,  god,  I  wol  no  more, 

Benignefac  dovaine  in  bona  voluntate. 

Wi])  meke  wil  do  to  syon, 
lerMsalem  walles  pat  fei  weore  wrouht. 
lentsaleTQ.,  as  seijj  seint  Ion, 
Is^  holy  churche  Jjat  ewe])  nouht. 
Two  testamentes  cordynge^  in  on  » 

J3e  walles  were  to-gedere  i-brouht, 
Whon  him-self  was  Corner-ston 
J3at  Monkuynde  haf  so  deore  aboxiht. 
Tunc  acceptahis  sacrificium.  iusticie. 

jjenne  schaltou  sacrifice  accepts 
Of  rihtf  ulnesse  [&]  trupe  entere, 
And  calueren  after  J)i  precepte 
)?ei  schul  heo  leyd  on  jjin  Autere. 
On  Caluarie  a  calf  Jjer  crepte, 
Crist  on  Cros,  hope  clene  and  clere. 
ffor  teres  pat  his  Modur  wepte, 
He  schylde  vs  alle  from  helle  fere ! 


1  MS.  In 
^  al.  acordel* 


140 


144 


148 


152 


156 


160 


III.  I^cr  Mgi^it^>  an  msm  ai  fe  tn'mte,^ 

FAdur  and  Sone  and  Holigost, 
Lord,  to  pe  I  crie  and  calle, 
Studefast  god  of  mihtes  most, 
]\Iy  sunful  lyf  is  steken  in  stalle : 
I  preye  pe,  lord,  pat  pon  pe^  haste 
JMe  to  helpe,  pat  I  ne  falle. 
And  mak  my  soule  clene  and  chaste 
Of  dedly  sunnes  and  viieles  alle. 


4 

MS.  me 


8 

^  The  same  in  northern  dialect  in  MS.  Thornton,  ed.  by- 
Perry,  BcUgious  Pieces  in  Prose  and  Verse,  E.  E.  T.  8. 1867, 
No.  6,  p.  75  ft: 


III.     A  Prayer  to  the  Trinity  and  the   Virgin. 

Lord,  haue  Merci  of  my  synne, 
And  bring  me  out  of  al  my  care ; 
Euele  to  do  wol  I  nou^  blynne,  '  r  t  couthe  neuer 

I  haue  I-wroulit  ajeynes  Jji  laws  ^ :  '  r.  Ure  12 

J30U  rewe  of  me  [bo)>e]  out  and  Inne, 
And  hele  me  of  my  woundes  sare ; 
Lord,  ))at  al  J)is  world  scbal  winne, 
Hele  me  ar  i  fonde  and  fare.  16 

FAdur  in  heuene  ))at  well  may,  '  Paii 

I  preye  J)e,  lord,  Jjat  fou  me  lede 
In  rihte  weyes  of  stable  fay ; 

At  myn  endynge  whon  I  haue  drede,  20 

}pi  grace  ich  aske  [bofe]  niht  and  day, 
And  3if  me  merci  of  my  misdede. 
Of  mjTi  askyng  sei  not  nay, 
But  help  me,  lord,  at  al  my  nede.  24 

Swete  Ihfo'u,  for  me  was  boren, 
]jou  here  my  preyere  loud  and  stiUe, 
ffor  pyne  pat  me  is  leid  bi-foren 

Ofte  i  sike  and  Avepe  my  fille.  28 

Ofte  so  haue  I  ben  for-sworen 
Whon  I  haue  don  ajeynes  \\  Aville, 
Suffre  neue/'e  fat  I  beo  loren. 

Lord,  for  myne  dedes  ille.  32 

I^E  holygost,  i  preye  to  J)e 
J     Niht  and  day  in  good  entent, 
Of  al  my  serwe  cumforte  me, 

}5ia  holi  grace  J)ou  me  sent,i  »  p  be  to  me  sent  36 

And  schild  me,  3if  J)i  wille  be, 
ffrom  dedly  sunne,  fat  I  ne  beo  schent, 
ffor  Marie  loue,  fat  ^laiden  fre. 
In  whom  fou  lihtest,  veiTeyment.  40 

I  preye  fe,  ladi  Meoke  and  mylde, 
)3at  fou  preye  for  my  misdede, 
ffor  [j)e]  loue  of  fi  swete  childe. 

As  fou  him  sauh  on  Eode  blede.  44 

Euer^ite  haue  I  ben  wylde. 
Mi  sunfol  soule  is  euere  in  drede : 
Merci  ladi,  fou  me  scliiWe, 
And  helpe  me  euere  at  al  myn  nede.  48 

VERXON    MS. 


17 


Have  merey 
oil  my  sill  < 


lead  ine  in 
tlie  rit^lit 
way : 


Holy  Ghost. 


Mary  mild. 


help  mc  in 
my  iiceil. 


protect  me 
from  the  pain 
ot  Hell, 


aeoept  my 
piayers. 


18  HI.     A  Prayer  to  the  Trinity  and  the   Virgin. 

Merci,  Marie,  Mayden  clene  ! 
J)ou  let  me  neue?"e  In  sunne  dwelle, 
Preye  for  me  fat  hit  beo  sene, 

And  scliild  me  from  J)e  pyne  of  hello.  52 

ffor  certes,  ladi,  riht  wel  i  wene 
)?at  al  my  fomen  mai^t  J)ou  felle. 
fFor-J)i  my  serwe  to  pe  I  mene, 
Wi))  ferful  mod  my  tale  i  telle.  56 

BI-])enk  jje,  ladi,  euere  and  ay 
Of  alle  wimmen  fou  berest  ])e  flour ; 
ffor  surefol  mon,  as  I  Jje  say, 

God  ha  J)  don  Jje  gret  honour.  60 

Receyue  my  preyere  niht  and  day, 
Whon  I  Jje  be-seche  in.eny  a  Our ; 
Help  me,  ladi,  so  wel  jjou  may. 
Me  bi-houej)  \o\\  beo  my  connseilour.  64 

Off  couwseil,  ladi,  i  preye  to  Jje 
Niht  and  day,  in  wele  and  wo ; 
Of  al  my  serwe  cujnforte  me, 

And  beo  my  scheld  a3eynes  my  fo.  68 

ffor,  certes,  ^if  J)i  wille  hit  be, 
Al  my  fo-men  mai3t  Jjou  slo. 
Help  me,  ladi  hende  and  fre, 
}5ou  take  Jjat  Jje  is  fallen  fro.  72 

At  myn  endynge  \o\x  stonde  bi  me 
Whon  I  schal  lienne  fonden  and  fare, 
Whon  Jjat  I  quake  and  dredful  be, 
And  al  my  sunnzis  I  rewe  hem  sare.  76 

As  eue?*e  myn  hope  haj)  ben  in  J)e, 
Jjenk*  Jjeron,  ladi,  and  help  me  J)are, 
ffor  [J)e]  lone  of  fat  swete  tre 

Jjat  Ihesu  spradde  [on]  his  bodi  bare.  80 

\\es\\,  for  J)at  ille^  stounde  '  Piikeiianie 

Jjat  fou  woldest  on  Rode  blede. 
At  myn  endynge  whon  I  schal  fou??de 
J)ou  hane  merci  of  my  misdede,  84 

And  hele  me  of  my  dedlich  wounde. 
And  help  me  in  Jjat  muchele  nede ; 
help  me  when   Whon  dejj  me  take  J)  and  bringej)  nie^  to  grou/ide, 

}3en  schal  i,  lord,  J)i  domes  drede.  '  om.  me  88 


ptaiul  by  me 
at  Illy  ileath 


I 


lY.     A  Confession  to  Jesus  Christ, 


19 


LOrd,  for  my  sunnes  to  do  penaunce, 
fEor  my  dedes^  J»ou  graunte  hit  me  i  p  Be-fore  my  dede 
A^  space  of  verrey  Eepentaunce  »  PAnd 

In  serwe  of  herte,  I  preye  to  Jje.  92 

In  J)i  merci  is  myn  affyaunce ; 
Of  my  folye  fou  haue  pite, 
Jjat  \)0VL  of  me  ne  take  veuiaunce, 
Lord,  for  fi  beniguite.  96 

LOrd,  as  fow  art  ful  of  miht 
And  as  Jjou  alle  finges  wost, 

My  lyf  amende,  my  dedes  riht,  »  Tins  verse  added  on  the  margin. 


Iff  or  mari  loue  fat  maideM  chost,^         »  p  < 

And  bringe  me  sone  in  to  J)at  liht 

"Wijj-outen  ende  fer  ioye  is  most, 

On  j)e  to  seo  fat  swete  silit, 

&iduT  and  Sone  and  Holigost.     AMEX. 


100 


104 


bring  me  to 


siglit  of  the 
Trinity! 


IV. 


%  WfUssum  to  ih^em  exist 


Swete  Ihesu.  erist,  to  fe 
A  gulti  wrecche  Ich  3elde  me 
ffor  sunnes  fat  ichane  ido 
In  al  my  lyf  hider-to. 
In  Pruide,  in  Envj'e,  In  lecherye, 
In  Sleufe,  In  "Wraf fe.  In  Glot«nye, 
In  al  fis  worldus  Couetyse, 
Ichaue  isunged  In  alle  fyse. 

I -broken  Ichaue  fi  Comaundemens 
A3eynes  myn  owne  Conciens, 
And  not  isemed  fe  to  queme : 
Lord  Merci,  ar  fe  dom  is  deme. 

TO  ofte  ichaue  in  my  lyue 
Isunged  in  my  wittes  fyue, 
WiJ)  Eres  I-herd,  wif  Eijen  siht, 
Wif  sunful  speche  day  and  niht, 
Wif  Houden  I-hondlet,  wif  feet  I-go, 
Wif  Xeose  i-smullet  eft  also, 
Wif  herte  sunfuUiche  i-fouht, 
"VVijJ  al  my  bodi  vuel  I-wrouht : 


12 


16 


in  all  the 
Seven  Sins, 


against  the 
lit  Command- 
ments, 


and  with  all 
mr  Five 
Wit*. 


20 


O  8 


20,  IV.     A  Confession  to  Jcsns  Clirist" 

And  of  all.e  my  folye 
Merci,  lord  Ihesxx,  Ich  crye. 

Al-fauh  ichaue  i-sunged  Qwera, 
Lord,  i  ne  forsok  be  neiiere,  24 

f..,s.K>k  Tl.ee,     ^^  '  ,  ^ 

Li.iti.  Xe  o|>ur  god  ne  tok  i  none, 

fEadur  of  heuene,  but  fe  one. 

And  jjerfore,  lord,  i  Jje  biseche 

Wi]j  rihtful  hertliche  speche,  28 

Ne  3if  ^ou  me  none  mede 

Aftur  my  sunfule  dede. 
jesM,  semi  me   T3ut  aftur,  lord,  Jji  grete  pite 

JL3  Ihesu  lord,  asoyle  J>ou  me,  32 

And  send  me  ofte,  ar  I  dye, 
sorrow  of        Seiwc  in  herte,  and  ter  in  eije, 

ifor  sunnes  \dX  ichaue  i-do 

In  al  my  lyf  hider-to.  36 

And  let  me  neuere  eft  biginno 
To  do  no  more  dedly  synno, 
So  fat  I  at  myn  endyng-day 

Clene  of  synne  dye  may,  40 

Wijj  Schrif t  and  Hosul  at  myn  endo ; 
that  my  soul    So  fat  my  soule  mowe  wende 
bliss.  In  to  fat  blisful  Empyre 

Jjer  fat  fou  regnest  lord  and  siro.  44 

Mary,  Mother    ^N  wete  ladi  seinte  Marie, 

ot  Meivy,  ^^^ 

KJ  ffnl  of  Alle  Curtesie, 
Modur  of  Merci  and  of  pite, 

Myn  hope,  myn  help  is  al  in  f e.  48 

Wei  ich  wof ,  ibore  fou  Avero 
In  help  of  al  vs  wrecches  here  ;  ' 

And  wel  ich  wot  fat  alle  f in^ 

}3i  sone  wol  don  at  fi  biddyng.  52 

bpseecii  thy      Bi-sech  f i  sone  lef  and  deie 

Sou  10  have  ,   ,  ,       , 

nor  me  synful  wrecche  here  ; 
Bi-seche  him,  for  f e  loue  of  f e 
mercy  on  me.   Jjat  he  haue  merci  of  me ;  56 

And  help  me  at  myn  ende-day 
ffrom  fe  foule  fendes  affray. 


Bl-seche  also  f  e  flour  of  alle, 


my  fiienas,      jj  |)i  soue,  for  iiiy  fiendes  alle,  GO 


IV.    A  Confession  to  Jesus  Christ. 


21 


))at  he  hem  kepe  vri|>  his  grace 
ffrom  alle  pej-els  in  vche  place, 
And  jef  hem  god  lyf  and  god  ende, 
And  loye  whon  pei  schul  hefene  wende ; 
And  also  alle  cristene  men. 
God  lord  Ihesiis,  Amen  A^IEX. 

Seint  Michel  and  seint  Gabriel 
And  alle  fe  Angeles*  also  wel,  '  ms.  Augb 

Preye))  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
pat  Ihesus  of  me  haue  mercl 

HOli  Patriarkes  and  p/-ophetes, 
Alle  i  preye  ow  and  bi-seches  : 
Preye]>  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
J3at  IhesKS  of  me  haue  merci. 

PEter  and  Poul,  J»e  Apostles  alle, 
Alle  i  beo-seche  ou  jeme  and  calle : 
PreyeJ)  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
Jjat  Thesm  of  me  haue  merci. 

SEint  Steuene  and  seint  Laurens 
And  alle  gode  Martires  J?at  foleden  tw/TueMS, 
PreyeJ)  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
)3at  Ihesiis  of  me  haue  Merci. 

SEint  Martin  and  seint  Nicholas 
And  alle  gode  confessours  fat  euer  was, 
Preye]j  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
Jjat  Ihestis  of  me  haue  merci, 

Seinte  Kat^/ine  and  seinte  Mergrete 
And  aUe  pe  viVgines  gode  and  swete, 
Preye])  for  me  to  vre  ladi,        ^ 
Jjat  Ihesus  of  me  haue  mercL 

Seinte  Marie  ^laudeleyne. 
To  J»e  I  pre^  and  eke  pleyne : 
Preye))*  for  me  to  vre  ladi,  » r.Prey 

J3at  Ihesm  of  me  haue  mercL 

AUe  Hale-wen  J)at  euere  were, 
Jjat  beoJ»  crist  lef  and  dere, 
PreyeJ)  for  me  to  vre  ladi, 
Jjat  Ihesus  of  me  haue  merci. 


61 


66 


and  all  Chris- 
tian men. 


Pray  also  for 
me  ve, 
Michael,  Ga- 
briel, aiid  all 
Angels, 


ye  Patriarchs 
aii<l  Prophets, 


74 


82 


86 


yeMai^rrs. 


ye  Confessors, 


ye  Virgins, 


90 


94 


98 


Xary  Magda- 
lene, 


pray  for  me 
to  our  Lady. 


22    V.  Prayer  to  the  Five  Wounds.    VI.  Prayer  to  our  Lady. 


Jesu,  let  Thy 


love  be  fixt  in 
my  heart  as 


fast  as  the 
8i)ear  was  in 
Thine! 


Jesu,  have 
mercy  on 


V.    %  pcger  ta  ]>t  fine  ^mnh^, 

Ihesu  crist,  my  lenimon  swete, 
}3at  dijedest  on  fe  Kode-tre, 
Wijj  al  my  miht  i  fe  be-seche, 
ffor  ]ji  woundes  two  and  fre, 
)3at  also  faste  mot  \\  loue 
In  to  myn  herte  ficched  be 
As  was  fe  spere  in  to  Jjin  herte 
Whon  Jjou  sofPredest  de]j  for  me. 

Ihesiis  Jjat  di3edest  on  J?e  Rode 
fEor  ])e  loue  of  me 
And  bouhtest  me  wij)  J)i  blode, 

)3ou  haue  Merci  of  me  : 
What  me  lettejj  of  eny  fing 

fEor  to  loue  fe, 
Beo  hit  me  lef  beo  hit  me  lof, 

j3ow  do  hit  a-wey  from  me,  AMEN. 


12 


16 


Bend  me 
spiritual 


VI.    %  ^xtmt  to  6r^  hW 

MArie  Modur  and  Mayden  :  Euere  wel  J?e  be  ! 
Modur  and  Mayden  mylde  :  Marie,  fenk  on  me  ! 
Modur  bojje  and  Mayden  :  "Was  Jjer  neuere  non 
To-gedere,  ladi  Marie  :  But  J)i-self  al-on,  4 

IT  Marie  Mylde,  pat  Modur  art  :  And  mayden  hoi  and 

clene, 
To-day  me  schilde  and  euere  :  ffrom  serwe  and  herte-tene; 
from  Marie,  out  of  synne  :  Euere  kep  jjou  me, 

And  from  Jjc  deueles  cu??z-bremewt  :  And  out  of  his 
pouste.  8 

IF  Marie  ful  of  Merci  :  f£or  \\  loyes  fyue 
Help  me  now  and  euere  :  To  lyuen  in  clene  lyue  ; 
And  for  fe  deo[l]fuli  teres  :  }jou  lettest  vndur  fe  Rode, 
Send  me  in  my  lyue  :  Grace  of  gostly  fode,      i  ms.  deofui 
Wher-wi])  I  may  my  soule  :  Vche  day  her  feden ;      13 
And  of  bodily  godus  :  Mi  lyf  also  wiJ)  leden. 

1  A  similar  poem  in  short  verse,  from  a  MS.  of  the  loth 
cent.,  see  in  Wright,  Rel.  Ant.  II.  212,  In  the  MS.  the  poem 
is  written  in  half-lines ;  the  colons  ( :)  were  added  by  me. 


VI.     A  Prayer  to  our  Lady.  23 

HElp  me,  swete  ladi  :  And  alle  frendes  myne, 
And  scMld  us  here  from  alle  vr  fos  :  And  from 
helle-pyne ;  1 6 

Swete    ladi    of    heuene    :    Scliild    us    from    worldus   Mary,  Riiieid 

me  and  my 
Scliame,  fuenA^  from 

'  the  Devil  s 

And  from  fe  deueles  wyles  :  And  from  wikkede  fame,     «>'es, 
iN^omeliche  from  dedly  su?me  :  And  from  vilenye. 
And  from  alle-maner  folk  :  Of  wikked  Cumpaignye.  20 
wete  ladi  Maiden  :  Godus  Moder  ^lilde, 


S' 


Ajeynes  fe  fend?**'  t?fj-nes  :  Jjou  vs  euere  schylde, 
Jjat  no  wikkede  J»ing  :  Xeuere  vs  do  dere ; 

f&x)m  su;me,  ladi,  euere  :  )jou  saue  vs  and  were.  24  and  from  sin. 

If  In  alle  tymes,  ladi  :  BoJ)e  day  and  niht      »  ms.  my 
Help  us,  seinte  Marie  :  WiJ>  al  fy^  meyn  and  miht. 
I  preye  fe  for  my  frendes  :  And  eke  also  for-  me, 
Jjat  "vre  mo  ten  here  :  Amendet  beo  Jjorw  fe ;  28 

As  mest  vr  soule  is  nedful  :  And  also  to  vr  lyue, 
Marie,  mak  hit  so  :  "Wi]>  us,  for  jji  loyes  fyue. 

LAdi,  for  myn  Enemys  :  I  preye  pe  also,  i  pray  Oiee 

Jjat  heo  in  J?is  lyue  :  Moten  her  do  so  32   foes; 

Jjat  heo  neuer  in  synne  :  'Sq  in  wraj)jje  dye ; 
Swete  ladi  iMarie  :  Herteliche  I  ])e  preye. 

And  for  alle  Jjulke  :  JJat  ben  in  clene  lyue  foraiiofput* 

I  preye  J>e,  Marie  :  ffor  fi  serwes  fyue  j  36    '  *' 

Euere  whil  heore  lyf  laste  :  Jje/--Inne  \o\\  hem  holde, 
Bo)?e  whil  J)ei  ben  jonge  :  And  eke  whil  J)ei  ben  olde. 

FOr  alle  J)o,  ladi,  i  preye  J)e  :  Jjat  ben  in  dedly  synne ;  and  aii  in 
Suifre  hem  neuere  for  no  Jjing  :  Jjat  J)ei  dye  fer-         ^  *"** 
lune ;  40 

Swete  ladi  Marie  :  Heom  wisse  euere  and  rede. 
And    do  hem   amenden,   ar  Jjei   dyen    :   heere   heore 
misdede. 

MArie,  for  J)i  loyes  :  Jjat  blisful  weren  alle. 
Let  me  neuere  here  :  In  dedly  sunne  falle ;      44 
Preye  Jjou  J)i  deore  sone  :  Ih&su  heuene-kyng.  Pray  thy  dear 

He    graunte    me   soJ>fast    schrifte    :    Hosel    and    god      "  *'^"" 

endj-ng, 
And  for  his  precious  blod  :  And  his  holy  grace 
In  heuene-riche  wijj  him-self  :  Jjat  I  mo  we  hauen  a  me  a  place  in 
place.  48 


24  VII.    A  Prayer  at  the  Elevation  of  the  Host. 

MArie,  as  my  trust  :  Enterliclie  is  in  fe, 
fEor  Jji   leoue  sones  loue  :  J?eos  preyers  gmnut 
Jjou  me ;  50 

And  beo  myn  help  studefast  :  To  gete  me  ))at  blisse 
}5at  eue7*more  schal  lasten  :  Wi]?-onten  eny  misse  AMEN", 


mill  cver- 
lustiiig  bliss. 


VII.    %  prcgcv  at  >e  leua^o^P^.' 


H 


H 


Welcome,       "TXTElcome,  Lord,  In  fourme  of  Bred ! 
ofiireid'"™      T  T      In  ))e  is  bo))e  lyf  and  Ded, 

Ihes?<6*  is  ]ji  nome.  3 

)?ou  Jjat  art  In  Trinite, 
Lord,  )?ow  haue  INIerci  of  me 

And  scbild  Jjou  nie  from  schonie.  6 

eil  Ihesu,  godus  sone, 
Holigost  from  heuene  i-come, 
Kyng  fou  art  i-Coren ;  9 

Heil  men  of  most  miht, 
Godus  sone  fat  art  so  briht, 

Of  Marie  ])ou  were  boren.  13 

eil  god,  best  Jje  be, 
beil  Blosme  vppon  tre, 
Heried  beo  J)i  sonde  !  15 

Ileil  fruit,  heil  flour, 
iaviour  Heil  be  bou  Saueoiir 

ivorla,  '  _  „ 

Of  watur  and  of  londe.  lo 

Heil  kyng,  heil  kniht, 
heil  mon  of  most  miht, 
Prince  in  fi  Trone,  21 

Heil  Duyk,  heil  Empe>-our, 
Heil  beo  ])0U  gouernour 

Of  al  pis  worldus  wone.  24 

lesh       "yyeil  flesch,  heil  blod, 

I   I    heil  mon  of  mylde  mod, 

Heil  beo  J)ow  kyng ;  27 

Heil  God  fEeirest, 
Heil  beo  J)ou,  bem  best, 

Jjow  madest  alle  pyn^.  30 

*  Title  in  the  Index  :  Sixe  salutacions  to  {^e  triuite  in  tyme 
of  J3e  eleuacioujt  of  godis  body. 


VIII.  At  the  Elecatio7i.    IX.  Tlic  Five  Joys  of  Our  Lady.    25 


Heil  Eose  vppon  Eys, 
heil  mon  of  most  pris, 
fEor  us  J)ou  were  ded ; 
Heil  God  ful  of  milit, 
Godus  sone  fat  art  so  briht, 
In  fourme  \o\\  art  of  bred. 


33 


3G 


VIII.    f  ^xtitx  at  )>e  kwciou^.^ 

IJ)e  honoure  wi])  al  my  miht 
In  fourme  of  Bred  as  i  fe  se, 
Lord,  fat  in  fat  ladi  brill t, 
In  Marie  Mon  bi-come  for  me. 
"KI  fflesch,  fi  blod  is  swete  of  silit, 
J     ))i  Sacrament  honoured  to  be, 
Of  Bred  and  Wyn  -svif  word  i-diht ; 
Almihti  lord,  I  leeue  in  fe. 

I  Am  sunful,  as  fou  wel  wost : 
lhe-5'u,  fou  haue  merci  of  me; 
Solfre  Jjou  neue>-e  fat  I  be  lost 
ffor  whom  fou  di3edest  vppon  fe  tre, 
Ac  f orwh  fat  ladi  of  Merci  most 
Mi  soule  fou  bringe  in  blisse  to  f e ; 
Repentaunce  to-fore  mi  def , 
Schrif[t]  and  Hosul  fou  grau7ite  me, 
"Wif  ffadur  and  Sone  and  Holygost, 
J3at  Eegnef  God  In  Trinite.     Amen. 


Thee,  Clirist, 
in  form  of 
bread. 


12 

16 
18 


Have  mercy 
oil  me,  for 
wiiiim  Thou 
diecUt! 


IX.    pe  fpe  logcs  of  br  laM, 

HAue  loye,  Marie,  Modur  and  Maide, 
As  f  e  Angel  Gabriel  Message  to  f  e  saide 
And  brouhte  fe  tif ing 
J)at  crist  wolde  in  f  e  aliht. 
Help  us,  ladi,  forw  f i  miht 
To  habben  his  blessyng. 


I.  At  Gabri- 
el's message 
to  thee. 


1  Title  in  the  Index 
leuacioun. 


An  orj'sou/t  to  gocles  boily  at  j^e 


H 


H. 


26     IX.  The  Five  Joys  of  Our  Lady.     X.  A  Prayer  to  God. 
II.  At  the         I  I  Aue  love,  Marie,  for  boii  were 

Hirtli  of  I — I  ''  '      . 

Jesus.  _LX.  Glad  of  Ihesu  jjo  |)ou  liim  bere, 

And^  \vi])-outen  pyning  ;  « r.  ui?  9 

ffiil  ]jou  weore  of  Godus  grace. 
Help  me,  Ladi,  to  sec  |>i  face, 

ffeirest  of  alle  ]jyng.  1 2 

Aue  loye,  Marie,  feole  sife, 
fFor  l\\esus  a-Eos  from  de])  to  lyue 
In  a  morwenyng,  1 5 

)3e  ])ridde  day  fat  he  was  ded, 
Ladi,  schild  us  from  ))e  qued 

And  from  his  wikked  tysyng.  18 

W'.AtHis       ~JU"Aue  loye,  j\Iarie,  for  jjou  8630 

J?at  Ihesu  crist  to  heuene  steije 
In  to  his  wonijing,  21 

And  euere  fou  se^e  him  at  pi  wille. 
Help  us,  ladi,  Jjat  we  ne  spille, 

Jporw3  |ji  beo-seching.  24 

H 

J2er  fat  he  is  kyng  ;  27 

Qween  he  made  fe  wi])  Croune. 
Help  us,  ladi,  jjorwh  fi  bone. 

And  to  blisse  us  bring.     Amen.  30 

II  ffadur  and  sone  and  holigost, 
Al  fat  is  and  nis  fow  wost, 

And  art  wif-oute  bigining :  33 

Lord,  Ki-aut     Lord,  for  fi  Modur  loue 
joyT  '^''''        Graunt  vs  f e  loye  fat  is  aboue, 

Jjat  neuer  haf  endyng.     Amen.  36 


V. AtTiiy       TTAue  loye,  Marie,  fow  were  vp  fet 
Heaven.  I   j    And  bi  Ihesu  crist  I-set 


X.    %\x  m%m\x  ta  pi} 


Lord,  let  me     T   Ord,  my  God  al  Merciable, 

_Li  I  f  e  bi-seche  wif  herte  stable 
will  wiiat        }5at  I  mouwe  euere  wilne  bat  f  ing 

l-houlikest,       '  Y       r     o 

)jat  most  may  beo  to  f  y  lykyng, 

1  Title  in  the  Index  :  An  orysou/t  to  god  \>c  fadur. 


X.     A  Prayer  to  God. 


27 


And  wysliche  folewen  enere  ))i  wille, 

Sikerliche  knowen  and  folfulle 

]3e  louereden  of  )ji  nome  and  blis, 

Mi  stat  ordeynen  as  J)i  wille  is. 

Al  fin  askyng  and  \\  "sville 

Euere  do  me,  lord,  folfille ; 

As  me  may  most  in  soule  nede 

])\  wissynge  help  to  spede. 

Mi  wei  to  J>e  beo  siker  and  riht, 

And  harde  i-fastnet  wijj  \\  mibt, 

)3at  I  in  weole  J}e  J)onke  so 

And  euere  beo  pacient  in  wo, 

)3at  I  ne  falle  neuer  mo 

In  noujiiir  of  hem  bo)je  two ; 

!Xe  J7at  I  nenere  glad  ne  be 

But  in  J)ing  fat  lykej)  fe, 

Ne  serwe  neue/*e  bote  for  J»ing 

)3at  tome  \q  to  mis-lykyng, 

Xe  Jjat  I  neue?-e  desire  to  plesen 

No  mon  falsliche  ne  displesen 

Bote  Jje,  deore  lord,  al-one, 

ffor  no  drede  of  monnes  mone. 

1[  Al  erfliche  fing  beo  vyl  to  me, 

Lord,  for  pe  loue  of  fe, 

And  alle  f inges  fat  f yne  be 

Leof  and  deore  mak  hem  me, 

And  fou  al-one,  Almihti  kyng. 

Out  and  ouer  al  ofur  fyng 

Euer  beo  most  in  my  lykj-ng. 

And  wif  me  derworf est  ouer  alle  fiug. 

H  Alle  loyes  beo  nuyous  to  me 

)3at  ben,  lord,  wif-outen  fe. 

In  aUe  trauayles  fat  ben  for  f e 

Euer-more  al  my  lykyng  be. 

Eestes  alle  fat  ne  ben  in  fe, 

Anuy  and  trauayle  beo  f  ei  to  me. 

Eue7-e  myn  herte  to  fe  fou  dresse. 

Mi  sunne  to  clause  wif  serefulnesse. 

Boxum  me  make  wif-oute  feyning, 
And  glad  wif-outen  ryotyng, 


anil  fiilfil  TliT 
wiU. 


12 


1 6  Make  ine 
pittient  in 
woe. 


20 


24 


28 


32 


36 


40 


41 


to  please  Thee 


Let  my  plea 
sure  be  in 
works  Tor 
Thee. 


28 


and  an  ex- 
ample to  all. 


ri),'litful 
lieuit, 


skill  to  know 
Tliee  ai-iglit, 


hope  to  cm- 
bciioe  Tlice 
fast. 


X.    A  Prayer  to  God. 

Serwhful  wif-outen  fat  Infer  last 

To  maken  of  my-self  out-cast, 

Meur  wif-outen  greuoushed, 

And  Murie  wijj-outen  wyldehed, 

SoJ)  wif-outen  falshed 

Or  eny  oj)ur  doublehed 

Of  fikel  word  wijj  double  entente 

To  bleenden  fat  fe  sawe  mente ; 

Dredful  wif-outen  wonhope, 

And  trust  wif-outen  ouer-hope ; 

Min  euencristne  to  vndurnyine  so 

}3at  fer  ne  beo  no  feynyng  to, 

And  wif-outen  eny  pruyde 

Hem  to  edefyen  in  alle  tyde. 

In  word,  ensaumple,  and  in  dede, 

To  alle  gode  from  alle  quede ; 

Vmble  wif-outen  jein-siggyng, 

Suffrauwt  wif-outen  gruccliyng. 

Waker  herte  3if  fou  me 

Euere,  lord,  a-bouten  fe, 

)jat  neuer  non  ofur  curiousete 

N"e  led  my  herte  from  ward  fe. 

^if  me  herte  so  noble  and  fre 

Jjat  no  fals  loue  hit  draws  fro  fe. 

3if  me  herte  fat  neuermore  fayle, 

Ne  bi^  conqueret  in  no  trauayle. 

^  ifreo  herte,  lord,  jif  me  wif  wynne, 

Jjat  vuel  delyt  naue  kalange  Inne. 

f  Eihtful  herte  3if  me  also 

)pat  no  wrong  wit  ne  enclyne  to. 

H  Lord,  ffadur  of  alle  Merci, 

I  f  e  bi-seche  hertely 

Cunnynge,  fe  to  knowe  ariht 

"Wif  bisi  sechinge  day  and  niht, 

Wif  1  fat  I  kunne  fynde,  i  r.  wit? 

Mi  f  ewes  in  f  i  lykyng  bynde ; 

Perseue?-auwce  f  e  to  abyde, 

3if  me,  lord,  in  vche  a  tyde, 

Wif  hope  trewe  and  studefast, 

)jat  fe,  lord,  ay  bi-cluppe  fast ;  ^      '  some  w.  wanting?      84 


48 


52 


56 


60 


64 


68 


72 


76 


80 


XI.     A  Prayer  to  cnir  Looxl  Jesus. 


29 


Jjorwli  penanwce  J?at  I  mowe  do 

J3i  pyneful  [l]yf  ^  mowe  lykne  to  ;  »  ms.  pynefuiyf 

H  Aud  whil  me  lastef  lyiies  space, 

Gode  werkes  vsen  J?orwh  })i  grace, 

)3_)Tie  loyes  vsen  and  wij)  fe  wone 

In  fi  glorie,  wi)j  ffadur  and  sone.     Amew. 


88 


90 


Tliee  ill  glo 


XL    %\\  msmn  to  br  lovb  ||e.nt.^ 

LOrd,  Swete  Ihe^^u  crist  :  Haiie  !Merci  of  me,  Jesu,  have 

]3at  out  of  heuene  come  :  In  to  eorJ)e  for  me, 
And  of  fe  Mayden  ^larie  :  Boren  were  for  me, 
And  on  Jje  cros  suffredest  :  Bitter  de])  for  me.  4 

Of  Merci  I  fe  bi-seche  :  Jjat  mest  of  mihtes  may,  mercy  on  met 

Swete  Ihe*m  my  cumfort  :  Mi  solas  and  my  play  ; 
Of  alle  vices  me  deliuere  :  And  of  pruide,  I  )?e  pray,    7 
J3at  I  may  fe  louen  as  lord  :  And  knowen  for  God  verray. 

Iful  muchel  oulite  i  be  to  louen  :  In  stable  treube   inugi.tto 

.    .  '  '        love  Thw. 

and  fay, 
Whon  J)ou  were  god  and  art  :  And  schalt  ben  euere 

and  ay, 
Com  in  to  eorJ)e  for  my  loue 

clay, 
In  J)e  world  to  wynne^  vs  wele  :  j3ou  suffredest  men 

worchen  fe  way,  ims.  wynnes         12 

In  Jie  world,  as  I  seide  er  :  In  bodi,  fflesch  and  Bon, 

Hunger  and  fEurst  heddestou  boJ>e  :  In  hot  and  Cold  to 

Blod  and  watur  J)ou  swattest  bojje  :  And  Teres  Mony  on, 
And  se|)J)hen  for  J>e  loue  of  vs  :  \)i  def  Jien  hastou  tan. 
fful  hard  and  deolful  was  J?i  dej)  :  Hose  hedde  hit  in 

fouht,  17 

Whon   J)at   ])i   blessede  bodi   :  Jjat  neuere  no  simne 

wrouht. 
Among  jjis  false  lewes  :  )pi-seluen  hast  hit  brouht, 
And  sej>)>eu  wi])  pi  blessed  blod  :  ffrom  bale  ])ou  hast  us 

bouht.  20 


To  take  my  kuvnde  of  For  me  riion 

tookest  flesh. 


(Wiffreilest 
huiigi-i,  aiid 


^  Title  in  the  Index  :  An  orysou«  to  g(xl  \>e  sone, 
M.S.  the  poein  is  written  in  lialf-lines. 


In  the 


so  XI.   A  Prayer  to  Jesus.     XII.    To  Mary. 

wast  crownd        A  Croune  of  bomes  vppon  bin  hed  :  bei  setten  scharp 

with  thonis,  '  rr         r  >  r 

and  fresch, 
naiw  hand      Heo  be  navleden  hondes  and  feet  :  Bobe  boi'wh  bon  and 

and  foot,  r  j  r     r 

flesch ; 

spear-thrust.    A  sperc  Jjorwh  \\  syde  stong  :  jjyn  herte  was  ful  nesch, 

Whon  J>e  blod  and  watur  sprong  :  )jat  vs  of  synne 

wesch.  24 

Jjerfore,  Ihesu,  I  preye  fe  :  )?at  ful  art  of  pite, 

Let  me  not  be  ffoi'  my  su?/nes  fat  ichaue  don  :  Let  me  neuere  dampned 

be; 

But  grau/ite  me  grace  in  to  myn  herte  :  Ihe^u  in  Trinite, 

Of  stable  treujje  and  rihtwys  werkes  :  Loue  and  Charite. 

I  imve broken       tful  ofte  icbaue  bs  wrabbed  :  And  broke  bi  Comaunde- 
Thy  behests;  r  rr  r 

mewt,  29 

Wi]3  al  my  fyue  wittes  :  In  lyf  fat  Jjou  me  hast  lent, 

A^nwisliche  hem  dispendet  :  And  not  in  good  entent, 

Bofe  forwh  myn  owne  wille  :  And  ojjure  entisement.  32 

but,  Jesu,  Bote,  swete  Ihesu,  woltou  me  here  :  wib  schrift  ichaue 

hear  lue,  ■* 

fe  souht : 
In   mony  werkes,  as   I   seide   ere  :  Vuele  ichaue  I- 

wrouht, 
Kon  of  hem  schal  ben  vnpunissched —  :  }3eron  is  al  my 
fouht ; 
forget  me  not,  I  take  me  al  to  \\  Merci :  ftar  loue  for-^et  me  noulit.  36 

Wij)  IMylde  mod  and  sikyng  sore  :  I  be-seche  fe 
bring  me  and  ffor  my  ff  rendes,  Ihesu  crist  :  As  wel  as  for  me. 

my  friends 

On  domes-dai  whon  Jjou  schalt  demen  :  Scheuh  us  ]ji 
face  freo, 
to  bliss  in        And  bring  vs  in  to  paradys  :  ber  endeles  blisse  schal 

I'ariulise.  ,  °    ,  t  J  I 

beo.     Amen.  40 


[XII.    %\\  m$m  ta  br  labg.'] 

•  r.  neuene 

Mary,  let  me    "T"T"Eil  bco  fou,  Marie:  Mylde  qwen  of  heuene ! 

1   1    Blessed  is  fi  Nome  :  And  good  hit  is  to  nemene.^ 
To  f  e  i  Make  my  mone  :  I  prey  pe,  here  my  steuene, 
not  die  in        And  let  me  neuere  dye  :  In  non  of  fe  sunnes  seuene.  4 

1  So  the  title  in  the  Index.    In  the  MS.  the  poem  is  written 
in  half-lines. 


XII.     A  Prayer  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  31 

LAdi  seinte  Marie  :  Qween  Corteis  and  hende  ! 
ffor  fe  loye  fat  fou  were  Inne  :  Whon  god  his 
Angel  dude  sende, 
And  seide  fat  fe  holygost  :  Schulde  in  fi  bodi  lende, 
j3ou  bringe  me  to  fat  blisse  :  )jat  is  wif-outen  ende.     8 

Ioyful  was  fin  lierte,  ladi  :  — )2erof  haue  I  no  drede — 
Whon  Ihe.su  crist  was  boren  of  f e  :  ffeirest  of  alle   For  Jesu-s 
fade, 
And  fon  were  Maiden  bifom  :  And  aftur,  as  we  rede. 
Marie,  for  fe  loue  of  him  :  Help  us  at  al  vr  nede.       12  help  us  in  our 

Swete  ladi,  fou  rewe  on  me  :  And  mak  myn  herte 
clene, 
Jiring  us  out  of  sunne  :  Jjat  dof  us  traye  and  tene  ;  bring  us  out 

Wo  hit  vs  bygiuuef  :  In  Averkes  as  we  han  sene ; 
Schild  us  from  fe  peyues  :  J5er  non  may  ofur  mene.    16 

LAdi  ful  of  grace  :  Ioyful  was  fi  chere 
Whon  Ihe*'u  crist  from  def  vp  ros  :  J3at  was  f  e 
lef  and  dere. 
Marie,  for  fe  loue  of  him  :  Jjat  lay  fyn  herte  so  nere,       Mary, 
Bring  us  out  of  synne  and  serwe  :  While  fat  we  aren 
here.  20 

LAdi  ful  of  muche  miht  :  Jjat  mylde  art  of  mod  ! 
fifor  his  wouHdes  fyue  :  )3at  Eonnen  alle  on  blood, 
ffor  f  e  loue  of  swete  Ihesu  :  jjat  dyede  on  f  c  Eod, 
Get  me  heuene  blisse  :  I^di  feir  and  god.  24  get  me 

Llieaven's 
Adi  seinte  Marie  :  Corteis,  feir  &  swete !  bUss; 

ffor  loue  of  f e  teres  :  )3at  for  fi  sone  fou  lete 
Whon  fou  8636  him  hongen  :  Xayled  honden  and  fete, 
j3ou  sende  me  gmce  in  eorfe  :  Mi  sunnes  fort^  bete.  28 

IX  counseil  art  fou  best  :  And  trewest  in  eueri  nede, 
To  sunfol  men  ful  prest  :  In  saumple  of  good  dede  : 
ffor  loue  of  fi  deore  sone  :  )3ou  seje  on  Rode  blede,  31 
j3ou  help  us  nou  and  euej-e  :  And  schild  us  from  mis-dede.    iieip  m  now 

LAdi  seinte  Marie  :  So  Eose  in  Erber  rede, 
To  fe  i  crie  and  calle  :  To  f e  I  make  my  beode  : 
)3ou  help  me  at  myn  ende  :  Whon  I  drawe  to  f e  dede, 
And  let  me  neuer  falle  :  In  bondes  of  f  e  quede.         36 


L 


Adi,  for  f e  ioye  :  J3at  fou  f i-self  were  Inne  Ladv,  who 

Whon  fou  se3e  Ihesu  crist  :  fflour  of  al  mon-   chrisi/ 
kinue. 


32        XII.    To  Mary.     XIII.    Thanhs  and  Prayer  to  God. 

Steih  in  to  his  viche  :  )3er  loye  schal  neuer  blynne,    39 
Of  Bale  ]jou  beo  my  bote  :  And  bring  me  out  of  synne. 

LAdi,  for  fat  loye  :  )jat  fou  to  ciist  Aveore  tan 
In  to  fe  blisse  of  heuene  :  Wijj  Aungeles  moni  an, 
And  set  bi  svvete  Ihesu  crist  :  In  ffel,  in  flesch  and  bon, 
brins  me  to     }jou  bringe  me  to  fat  blisse  :  |3at  neuer  schal  beo  gon.  44 

LAdi  ful  of  grace  :  )?at  hei^e  sittest  in  trone, 
Loue  of  alle  blisse  :  Send  pou  me  my  bone : 
Ihesus  to  louew  and  drede  :  My  lyf  to  amenden  sone, 
And  comen  to  him  fat  hende  :  jjat  weldej)  Sonne  and 
Mone.  48 

(Or  fi  loyes  fyue  :  Ladi  feir  and  briht, 
ffor  J)i  clene  Maidenhod  :  And  for  fi  muchele  miht, 
that  liRiit,       bou  jif  me  miht  and  grace  :  To  come  to  bat  liht, 

where  joy  is  "^ 

)jer  loye  is  euere  newe  :  And  day  wijj-outen  niht.       52 
Adi  seinte  Marie  :  3if  fi  wille  ware, 
As  pou  art  ful  of  loye  :  And  I  am  ful  of  care, 
Schild  me  from  synne  and  schome  :  J?at  I  falle  no  mare, 
And  send  me  hosul  and  schrift  :  Ar  I  hefene  fare.     56 

A.  M.  E.  N. 


F 


L 


G 


[XIII.  31  tmits$mn  of  togrscp^  in  orpow^.'] 

od  fat  al  hast  mad  of  nouht, 
ffor  loue  of  mon  fat  f ou  hast  boulit ; 

Wher  in  fe  world  so  fat  i  be, 

Wif  al  myn  herte  I  f  onke  f  e  :  4 

H  )jat  f ou  me  madest  on  of  fyne, 

And  bouhtest  me  wif  bitter  pyne, 
I  thank  Thee    I  fouke  fe,  lord,  wif  good  entent 

Of  wit  and  grace  fou  hast  me  sent.  8 

U  Wif  al  myn  herte  and  mylde  moode 
for  all  Thy      I  foukc  fe,  lord,  of  alle  godo. 

I  preye  f e,  lord,  fou  grau??te  me  miht 

Wif  al  myn  herte  to  loue  fe  riht.  12 

I  pray  Tiiee     H  I  preye  fe,  lord,  out  and  Inne 

)3at  fou  me  schilde  from  dedly  synne ; 

I  preye  f e,  lord,  fat  fou  me  wisse 

And  briwg  me  to  f  i  muchele  blisse.     Amen.  1 G 

1  So  the  title  in  the  Index. , 


'I'hy  bliss. 


XIV.     Another  Prayer  to  the   Virgin  Mary.  33 

[XIV.] 
[Inot^cr  Jas«  to  t\t  i"irgin  llarg.] 


M 


A  rip,  Modur,  Owen  of  heuene,  Q'leen  of 

'    ^  Heaven, 


)3enk  on  me  and  here  my  steuene  ! 

Marie  Meke  and  Mylde  of  mood, 
ffor  loue  of  Jjat  holy  Eood,^  ...» r.Wood?  orig.sw.om.?    4 

Marie,  |)at  fou  seje  on  Kode 
Whon  J)ou  bi  \\  sone  stode, 

Marie,  fat  Ean  out  of  his  syde 
fforte  falle  fe  fendes  pryde,  8 

Marie,  jif  me  knowynge  of  my  synne. 
And  let  me  neuere  die  ber-Inne ;  let  me  not  die 

'  '  m  my  sin. 

Marie,  schild  me  from  vueles  alle, 
And  let  me  neuere  in  fondynge  falle.  12 

Marie,  prei  for  me  J)i  soue 
J)at  myn  herte  euere  on  him  mone, 

Marie,  to  louen  him  ouer  alle  ]jyng 
WiJ)  herte  trewe  to  myn  endyng.  16 

Marie,  i  preye  J)e  ^leke  and  Mylde, 
ffor  loue  of  fi  swete  childe, 

Marie,  my  scheld  beo  a3eyn  fe  fende  Mary,  pity 

"Whon  I  schal  out  of  J>is  world  wende.  20 

Marie,  of  myn.  ende  is  al  my  drede, 
Of  my  sunnes  and  of  my  misdede  : 

Marie,  forJ)i  ))ou  rewe  on  me,  me  that  i 

J3at  I  forwh  |)e  may  I-saued  be.  24 

Marie,  Mi  ffrendes,  quike  and  dede,  and  my 

Jjou  hem  wisse  and  J)ou  hem  rede, 

!Marie,  In  to  pat  holy  blis 
Jjer  Ihe^u  crist  him-seluen  is.  28 

Marie,  at  my  de|)  whon  I  schal  fare 
Out  of  fis  world,  droupe  and  dare, 

ilarie,  help  me  fenne  as  on  of  fyne,  Mary,  bring 

And  bring  me  out  of  serwe  and  pyne,  32  me  into  biis» 

Marie,  in  to  blisse,  wi])  pe  to  wone, 
ffor  Ihesu  loue,  pi  deore  sone.     AMEN. 


VERNON    MS. 


34    XV.  Prayer  for  tlie  Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy 


XVI. 


God,  piv 


Gilts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost; 


Pity, 


8.  Wit, 


4.  Strength, 


Insight, 


6.  Counsel, 


And  at  my 

end  send  me 
to  Joy ! 


By  another  hand  on  erasure. 

6 


rxv.    fragcr  for  i\t  ^tUxi  6ifts  of  i\)t 
iolg  61jost] 

GOd  fat  art  of  iiiilites  most, 
]?e  seuen  jiftiis  of  ])e  holigost 
I  preye  fat  fou  31116  me,  [ 

Jjat  I  may  forwh  fe  grace  of  hem 
Wynne  fi  loue  and  of  alle  nien,^ 
And  eiiere  to  qweme  fe. 

LOrd,  for  J)e  ^ifte  of  pite 
3  if  me  grace  sunne  to  fie, 
3if  hit  beo  Jji  wille  5 
And  forwh  fe  ^ifte  of  drede  also 
Euere  godnesse  forte  do, 
And  nenere  to  don  ille. 

IN  wit,  louerd,  wys  me  make, 
Worldus  pruyde  euere  forsake, 
ffor  Jji  woundus  fytie. 
3ift  of  strengfe  graurete  fou  me, 
Out  of  sunne  euer  to  he, 
Whiles  icham  a-lyue, 

IN-sihte  3if  fou  me  also 
\)G  to  knowe,  in  weole  and  wo 
Whejjer  fat  i  beo  Inne. 
3ift  of  counseil  put  in  me 
Eue?-e  for  to  serue  fe 
Clene  wif-oute  synne. 
I  Ende  me  wisdam,  forte  se 

Mi  wrecchednesse  and  my  frelete 
Now  and  eueri  day ; 
So  fat  at  my  lyues  ende 
To  fat  loye  f ow  me  sende 

]5at  lastef  now  and  ay.     A  m  e  n. 


SEn 
^'1 


12 


15 


18 


21 


24 


27 


30 


I  Imve  not 
fed  the 
hungry. 


[XVI.    g  (^QnUsmm  for  ncditjenc^  ^f  ]>c 
kbcs  of  mcrrg.] ' 

Lord,  I  ^elde  me  gulti 
}3at  I  neuere  fedde  f  e  hungri, 

1  So  the  Title  in  Index. 


XVI.  No  Deeds  of  Mercy.    XVII.  Sins  of  the  Five  Wits.    35 


Lord,  as  Jjou  bede  me  ; 
I  3af  no  drinke  J>e  jjhursti, 
Wij)  wille  ne  wi])  bodi : 

Merci,  lord,  I  crie  ^e. 
y*E  naked,  lord,  I  ne  haue  not  clad 
J     To  my  pouwer,  as  J)ou  bad, 

Xou|>ur  wijj  dede  ne  wille ; 
"Ne  sek  folk  ne  cumforted  I : 
Jjerfore,  lord,  mak  me  sori 

)5at  I  haue  don  so  ille. 

Dede  bodies  haue  I  graue  non, 
But  lieold  despyt  of  vchon 
\Vher  Jjat  I  hem  sawe. 
In  myn  herborwh  herborwhed  I  non, 
Pore  Mon  ne  Pilgrym,  of  fflesch  and  bon. 
To  folf  uUe  fe  la  we. 

Pi'isones  }>at  harde  i-bounden  lay, 
I  ne  visitede  hem  Niht  ne  day : 
Lord,  for-jiue  hit  me, 
And  alle  opur  wikkedhed, 
J3at  I  may  conien  aftur  my  ded 

And  wonen  eueve,  lord,  wi])  J)e.     Amen. 


12 


15 


18 


I  have  not 
^ven  drink 
toUietbirsty, 


clad  the 
naked. 


buried  the 
dtrad. 


honadthe 
poor. 


risked  those 
iu  priisoii. 


21    Forgive  me^ 
Lord! 


24    Let  me  dtvell 
with  Thee ! 


[XVII.    gn  oxpowf  for  sauunac  of  pc 
fpc  iogttcs.]' 

LO[r]d,  sunged  haue  I  ofte  i  have  sind  i 

In  my  fyue  wittes,  wij)  wille  and  Jjou^te : 

In  Lecherouse  sihtes,  3   i.  sigi.t, 

"Wi|)  myn  Eres  herd  wikkede  sawes  2.  hearing. 

Of  myn  Eueno^stne  a-jeyn  pe  lawes, 

Bo)?e  day  and  nihtes.  6 

In  tast  haue  I  had  gret  lykyng  s.  taste. 

And  passed  mesure  In  Mete  and  drink  : 

Lord,  for-3iue  hit  me  ;  9 

And  Jiat  ichaue  sunged  in  smeUjTig,  4.  smeUing, 

And  also,  lord,  in  sjTiful  felyng,  5.  feeii„g. 

3if  |)i  wille  be.     AME:N".  12 

1  So  the  Title  in  Index. 


I 


36  XVIII.  A  Confession  of  breaking  the  Ten  Commandments. 

[XVIII.    %\\  msmn  Ux  itfjgltjgeus  Df  ]>i  | 

Nwardliche,  lord,  bi-seclie  i  fe, 
Al  my  trespas  for-3iue  ]jou  me  : 
Jjat  I  haue  broken  fi  Comauwdemens 
A^ein  jji  wille  and  pi  defens.  4 

1. 1  iiare  not    I  haue  uot  loucd  be  ouer  alle  byng 

loved  God  or  .  ^  YJ    S> 

And  worschiped  as  my  lord,  my  kyng ; 
my  fellow-      Min  Euencj'isten  ne  loued  I  nouM 

Christiiiii. 

As  my-self,  in  wil  ne  Jjouht.  8 

2.  I've  fciken    ])\  nome  not  nempned  in  worschupe, 
vain.      ,      Bute  ofte-sij^es  in  Idelschupe. 
s.  I've  not       In  holi-dayes  haue  I  wroiiht, 

kept  Holy          ™     ,     ,  ,  ,      ^  ' 

Days,  To  holycliurche  eode  I  nount,  12 

4.orhononrd  ffadur  and  Modur  worscliupet  haue  not  I, 

mother.  But  a^eyn  hem  don  vnboxumly. 

5.  I've  slain  Meu  haue  I  slawen  wi})  my  wille, 

and  back-  '     And  Bakbited  hem  bobe  loude  and  stille.  16 

bitedthem,  i  i      i  ,  . 

W i]j  wrong  ichaue  had  muche  ping, 

6.  have  stolen,  Bope  of  jifte  and  of  stelyng. 

7.  bom  false     Boreu  ichaue  fals  witnesse 

And  seldene  i-don  Rihtwysiiesse.  20 

In  lecherie  haue  I  sunged  ille 
Ofte-sipes  ajeynes  skille. 

9.  coveted  my  I-chaue  coueyted  more  ben  me  hihte 

neighbours'  .  . 

goods  Mi  neihjebores  god  wijj  vnrihte,  24 

10.  and  wife.    His  wyf,  his  seruauwt,  his  opur  ping. 

ffor-pi,  Almihti  heuene-kyng, 
Forgive  me!    ffor-^if  me  now,  and  alle  men 

]?at  haue  broken  pi  comauwdemews  ten,  28 

1  So  the  Title  in  Index. 


8.  s^ind  in 
lechery,  and 


XIX.     The  Hours  of  the  Cross.     Matins.  37 

[XIX.  Salris  ^aptcnm/  sive  ponc  be  Crucc]  ^f^^Cu. 

PAtris  sapiencia,  Veritas  diuina 
deus  homo /actus  est  hora  matutina, 
A  notis  disdpulis  cito  derdictm, 
A  ludeis  traditus,  venditus,  afflictus. 
V,      Adoramus  te,  crista,  4'  henedicimus  tihi. 
Quia  per  crucem  tuain  redemisti  munduin. 
[Oremus]  D[omi]ne  Ihesu  criste,  jili  dei  viui,  qui  pro 
nobis  reis  passionem  in  cruce  ad  mortem  pie  sustidistiy 
oh  nostram  vitam  redimendam:   In  iudicio  futuro 
animahus  nostris  ^  in  hora  mortis  nostre  succurrere 
digneris ;  prestando  viuis  misericordmJ/t  4'  <7'^ciam, 
defunctis  veniam  ^  requiem,  ecdesie  pacein  et  con- 
cm-diam,  ^  peccaX^rihus  vitam  4'  gloriam  sempiter- 
nam.      Qui  tnvis  ^  regnas  (?eus  per  omnia  secula 
seculoruni.     arnen. 

Erliche  in  fe  morwenyng  :  Ihesu  J)e  lewes  gunne  take,   At^^'JJ^^ 
His  frendes  and  his  diciples  :  Hedden  him  sone  J^'^^" 
forsake  ; 
Jjei  hlyndfeldea  him  and  Boflfeteden  :  And  al  nilit  heold  ^JJ^'^J^J^^^ 

him  wake :  "''°- 

And  al  sotfrede  swete  Ihesu  :  ffor  monkunne  sake        4 

}5at  sorwe. 
How  may  I  for-3ete  Ihesu  :  At  Euen  or  at  Mor[w]e  1 
v[ers.]     Crist,  honoured  mote  fou  be, 
]3at  houhtest  al  Jje  world  on  tre  !  8 

or[emu^.']     Lord  Ihesu,  godus  sone  :  Jjat  synful  mon  ■'«'•»»' son 
wolt  not  tyne,  ^ 

1  So  the  title  iu  Index.  The  Latin  text  is  ed.  in  Daniel  Thes. 
Hymnolog.  I.  p.  337.  In  the  MS.  the  Engl,  poem  is  written 
in'  half-lines.  Another  poem  on  the  same  subject,  in  MS. 
Miscell.  Lit.  104,  Bodl.,  fol.  50  (temp.  Edw.  III.  or  II.),  has  been 
edited  by  Morris,  Leg.  of  the  Holy  Rood,  p.  222.  It  is  this,  as 
given  by  Morris  : 

Hie  incipiunt  matutinc   de  passione   domini  nostri 

ihesu  cristi. 
Antiphona :  Patris  sapiencia  ueritas  diuina,  ^c 
Vers.     Adoramus  te  criste  Sfc. 
Or.     Domine  ihesu  criste  fili  dei  uiui  pone  passionem 

crucem  et  mortem  tuam  ^c.     Amen.  i  in  the  be- 

iSwete  ihesu  cryst,  goddis  sone  of  lyue,  ^"."iHm^ust 

]3in  passion,  })in  croys,  fin  ded,  jjin  wondes  five  i«  wanting. 


38 


XIX.     The  Hours  of  the  Cross.     Prime. 


Rvaiit  tlie 
living, 
mercy ; 
t)ie  (lesid, 
pardon ; 
sinners, 
repentance! 


Bi-twenen  vr  soules  and  J)i  dom  :  Pattest  jje  in  hard  pyne : 
}5i  Cros,  J)i  Def  now  and  euere  :  And  at  vre  endyng-tyme 
Grannte  liuynde  men  :  Grace  and  Merci  J>yne;  12 

To  dede,  reste  and  pardoun ; 
To  Churclie,  pes,  loue  in  londe ;  :  To  sunful,  contricioun. 
v\ers.'\     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng, 
Bring  us  to  blisse  Jjat  is  \y\\)-o-aien  endyng.  16 

~W"W'Ora  jyrwia  ductus  est  Ihesus  ad  jnlcdum, 
B   M  ffalsis  testimonHs  tvadunt  acciisatum, 
In  Gollo  poxcunimt  manibvL^  Ivjattim, 
Vidtum  dei  consjmunt,  lumen  deo  gratum. 
V.     AdoramwH  te,  criste,  ^  henedlcimus  tibi, 
Quia  per  crucem  tuam  redemisti  mundum. 

At  prime  crist  ))e  lewes  :  Bi-fore  Pilat  guwne  drawe, 
ffalslicli  pei  liim  a-cuiseden  :  Wi])  mony  a  wikked 
sawe ;  18 

J3ei  spitteden  in  his  feire  face  :  }?e  men  AAdJ;-outen  la  we, 
Ne  wolde  fei  neite?-e  hlinne  :  Til  jjei  hedde  him  slawe.  20 

Ili6.s'u,  my  dere  lemmon, 
Bio  for-bled  was  j?i  bodi  :  J3i  brihte  Eode  was  al  won. 
V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  Jjou  beo, 
Jjat  boujtest  al  Jje  world  on  treo,  24 

or.     Lord  Ihesxx,  godes  sone  :  JJat  sunful  men  wolt 
not  tyne, 
Bi-tAvenen  vr  soules  and  fi  dom  :  Puttest  fe  in  haid 
pyne : 


Beelde  us  (!)  houre  sinful  soides  in^  fin  iugement,  iM.& 
Nou  and  in  tyme  of  ded  ))at  we  ne  be  y-schent.  4 

[Djoyne  to  jeue  myt  an  grace  to  hem  })at  moten  lyuen, 
And  to  dede^  reste,  here  sinnes  Jjou  for-yyue ;      i  M.dare 
To  holi  chirche  and  kyndom  loue  and  pes  ))ou  sende, 
And  to  vs  wreche  sinful,  lif  wyt-outen  ende  ;  8 

}5at  leuest  kyng  god  and  man  wyt-outen  endingge, 
tlader  and  sone  and  holy  gost  to  fulke  bl[i]se  us  bringge. 

Ad  pi'imam  horam. 
HOra  pi'ima  do^ninnm  ducunt  ad  pilatum  Sfc. 

V.     Adoramus  te  ^c.     or.     Domine  iltesu  a-iste. 
At  prime  iliestis  was  y-lad  pilatus  by-fore. 
Many  false  witnesse  on  hym  were  i-bore,  12 

Hiis  schines  were  y-beten,  hiis  honden  weren  y-bonden, 
Hiis  face  hy  gonue  on  spete — lyt  of  heuene  Jjcy  fonde. 
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XIX.     Tlie  Haurs  of  the  Cross.     Uiidem.  39 

J)i  Cros,  )»i  dej>  nou  and  eui?re  :  And  at  vre  endyng-tyine 
Grau?«te  liuinde  men  :  Grace  axid  merci  bvne  ;  28  gninttiie 

living,  grace ; 

To  dede,  reste  and  p«rdoun ;  *'•«  <)e'«'i. 

To  Clmrche,  pes,  loue  in  londe  :  To  sunful,  contricioun.   "••  church, 
V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng. 
Bring  us  to  blisse  jjat  is  wiJ>-outen  endy«g.  32 

"  g^nicijige  "  clamitant  liora  tercia)~um  ; 
\_j  Ilhisus  induitur  veste  pwpuranim, 

Capud  eius  pungitur  corona  spinarum, 
Ctniceni  portaf  humens  ad  loca  penarum. 
V.      Adoraums  te,  crista,  4"  henedicimns  tihi, 
Quia  per  crucem  ttuivi  redemisti  mundum. 

t  vndurne  to  do  Vaesn  on  cros  :  loude  gunne  bei  crie,  At  Undem, 

.      ,    ,  ,  .  ,      1        •  ,/,  .,         .    the  Jews  beat 

And  beoten  him  naked  wib  scourges  :  Vv  bil  bei  ciinst  with 

.,  ,    .  JO  /         scourges, 

rauite  drie,  34 

And  crouned  him  wib  bomos  :  be  blod  ron  in  to  his  eije :  crownd  Him 

-  .        ,  _  with  thorns. 

And  si  ben  maden  hvii  here  be  cros  :  To  be  Mount  of  an.imade 

'  '  '  Him  bear 

Caluarie  36    Hif  cross  to 

Calvary. 

Ou  his  bac  for-bete. 
ffor  drede  of  dej)  men  raihte  seo  :  Jje  blod  fat  he  gon 

swete. 
V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  )>ou  be, 
Jjat  bou^test  al  J>e  world  on  tre.  40 

or.     Lord  Ihesu,  godus  sone  :  Jjat  sunful  mon  wolt   Tpsu,  son  of 

UoU, 

not  tyne, 
Bitwenen  vre  soules  and  |)y  dom  :  Puttest  fe  in  hard 

pyne: 
J3i  Cros,  Jji  dej?  now  and  eu«-e  :  And  at  vre  endynge-tyme 
Giaunte  lyuinde  men  :  Grace  and  Merci  fjnie,  44   grant  the 

To  J)e  dede,  reste  and  pordoun ;  the  d^iT  *^^' 

To  churche,  pes,  loue  in  londe  :  To  sunful,  contricioun.   sinners,' 
V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng,  '*'*"    **' 

Bring  us  to  blisse  fat  is  wif-outen  endyng.  48 

Ad  terciam  horam,  amen  [leaf  wanting] 
Crucifige  clamitant  hora  terciai-um 
V.   Adoramtts.     or.    Domine  ihesii  criste.      »  m.  day  on  w<ie 
At  hondren  "  do  ihesu  on  rode^"  J)e  giwes  gonne  grede. 
In  schorn  he  was  i-wondeu  in  purpil-ialle  Avede.         16 

Ou  his  schulder  he  bar  jje  crois  to  fe  piningge. 
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XIX.     The  Roiirs  of  the  Cross.     Midday.     Noon. 


At  Midway 
(tlie  6tli 
liour),  He 
was  iiaild  on 
the  Cross. 


Mary  and 
John  stood 
by  Him. 


grant  the 
living,  grace 
tlie  dead, 
rest;  the 
Church, 
peace;  sin- 
ners, repent- 
ance! 


~W~Jf~Ora  sexta  cristus  est  cruci  conclauatus 
g  /  Et  est  cum  lafronibus  pendens  deputatus, 
Pre  tormentis  siciens  felle  saturatus  ; 
Agnus  crimen  diluit  sic  deificatus. 
V.     Adoram\iS,  te,  criste,  ^  henedicimus  tibi, 
Quia  pev  crucem  tuam  redemisti  mundum. 

At  Midday  Ihesu  hondes  :  J5ei  nayleden  to  fe  Eode, 
Bi-twene  twey  peues  :  J?ei  him  hengen  as  wode ; 
}5ei  3euen  him  galle  and  Eysel  :  Ihesu  fat  blisful  fode. 
Serewful  were  bo]?e  Marie  an  Ion  :  J3er  fei  hi  him  stode, 
As  folk  fat  were  mad.  53 

Whose  fenkej)  on  Marie  serwe  :  May  he  neuere  he  glad. 
V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  ftou  beo, 
)5at  bouhtest  al  fe  world  on  treo.  56 

or.     Lord  Ihe6'u,  godes  sone  :  )3at  sunful  mon  wolfc 
not  tyne, 
Bi-twenen  vr  soules  and  J>i  dom  :  Puttest  fe  in  hard 

pyne ; 
J?i  cros,  \\  dej)  nou  and  euere  :  And  at  vr  endyng-tyme 
Grau?ite  liuinde  men  :  Grace  and  Merci  fyne,  60 

To  Jje  dede,  reste  and  pardoun  ; 
To  churche,  pes,  loue  in  londe  :  To  sunful,  contricioun, 
V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng. 
Bring  us  to  blisse  fat  is  wif-outew  endywg.  64 

~W'~W~Ora  Nova  dommus  cristus  expirauit, 
M  i  "  Heli  "  damans  sp'vnium  paXri  comendauit, 
Latus  eius  lancea  myles  'pevforauit. 
Terra  tunc  contremuit,  Sf  sol  ohscurauit. 
V.     AdoramxiS  te,  criste,  Sf  henedicimus  tibi. 
Quia  p&r  crucem  tuam  redemisti  mundum. 


Sicut  oculi  ancille  in  manibus  domine  sue  [^c] 

Hora  sexta  ihesus  est  cruce  conclauatus 

V.     Adoramu^  te.     or.     Dumine  ihesu  criste  filij. 
At  midday  was  ihesus  crist  y-nailed  to  fe  rode 
Bi-twixe  tweye  feiies  he  hongid  for  houre  gode.  20 

ffor  Jjurst  of  stronge  pine  y-fuld  he  was  wy[t]  galle. 
)5e  holi  lomb^  so  god  y-wrout  \er  hu^i  houre  sinnes  alle. 

jDews  in  adiutorium.  ^  m.  ve  iioii  louird 

Bora  nona  dominus  ihesus  expirauit. 

V.     Adoramus.     or.     Domine  ihesu  criste  filij. 


XIX.     The  Hmtrs  of  the  Cross.     Evensong.  41 


A 


t  Xon  \er  jjurlede  Ihesus  herte  :  Longius,  a  Blynd  At  xoon, 

kniht;  65     pierstJea 


He  wupte  his  Ei3en  wij)  his  hlod  :  Jjorwh  fat  he  hedde 

his  siht. 
Jje  eorjje  qaok,  fe  stones  clouen  :  J3e  soime  les  his  liht,     xiie^^rth 
J3e  dede  a-risen  of  heore  graues  :  In  tokene  of  godus  ^  ""^^'^ 

miht  68   "^■ 

Jjat  us  on  Rode  bouhte. 
be  soules  bat  weren  in  helle  :  Thesus  sone  out  brouhte.     ch"**  ^^^ 

>'  I  the  souls  in 

V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  )?ou  be,  **«"• 

Jjat  boujtest  al  J»e  world  on  tre.  72 

or.     Lord  Ihesu,  godus  sone  :  ]5at  sunful  mon  wolt  Jesu,  sonof 
not  tyne, 
Bi-twene  vr  soules  and  Jjy  dom  :  Puttest  fe  in  hard  pyne : 
J3i  cros,  J)i  dejj  nou  and  eue;*e  :  And  at  vr  endyng-tyme 
Grauute  liuvnde  men  :  Grace  and  Merci  bvne  :  76  grant  the 

*■  3  •-  >  living. 

To  ])e  dede,  reste  and  p<:<rdoun ;  SrSeid 

To  churche,  pes,  loue  in  londe  :  To^  sunful,  contricioun,   pardon; 

'  t^      '  '  sinners,  re- 

V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng,  »  ms.  wij)        penunce! 

Brirag  us  to  blisse  pat  is  mJ)-outen  endywg.  80 

~M~\E  Cruce  deponitm  hora  vespeTtina, 
M  ^fortitude  latuit  iri^  mente  dliiina.        ^  ms.  4 
Talem  mortem  suhijt  vite  Medicina  ! 
Heu,  Corotia  glovie  iacuit  sub  spyna. 
V.     AdorarrtMS  te,  criste,  4'  befiedicimus  tibi, 
Quia  per  o-ucem  tuam  redemisti  mundum. 

t  Euensong  Wiesus  was  taken  :  Doun  of  Eode-treo,   At  Evensong 

.  Ill-         1  ro  Jesus  was 

Mane  bi-heold  hire  deore  sone  :  nor  wenvncr  miht  tai^en  from 
heo  not  seo ; 


A 


the  Cross. 


At  none  houre  loue?-d  cr/st  of  J)ysse  lif  he  wende,       23 
He  gradde  "  hely,"  Jie  holi  gost  to  his  fader  he  sende. 
A  knyt  wit  a  kene  spere  ferlede  his  syde. 
J)e  herfe  qz^kede,  )>e  sowne  bi-com  swart,  fat  erer  schon 
wel  wide. 
Deus  in  adiutorium. 

De  cruce  deponitur  Jiora  ttespertina 
V.     Adoramus.     or.     Domine  ihesu  cristeJUij. 
At  euensong  he  was  i-nome  a-doun  ]jat  dere  us  hadde 

ib0U3t,  1  MS.  hys  his 

His  mytte,  his^  stre[n]g]3e  lotede  in  heije  holi  pout.   28 
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XIX.     The  Hours  of  the  Cross.     Compline. 


Marj-  foretold 
His  Resur- 
rection. 


grant  the  liv- 
ing, grace ; 
the  dead, 
rest ; 

sinners,  re- 
pentance '. 


At  Compline, 
Christ  was 
anointed  and 
buried. 


and  appeard 
to  many. 


"A,  sone,"  heo  seide,  "wif  pe  fader  :  of  heuene  is  \i 

pouste, 
But  \ou  sclialt  rise  fro??i  def  to  lyue  :  As  fou  er  seidest 
me,  84 

Bo]je  God  and  Men ; 
)3orwhi  j,at  dep  is  blisse  ibon3t  :  )5at  loren  was  jjorwh 

Sathan."  »  ms.  wher  K^u 

V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  fou  beo, 
J?at  bouhtest  al  fe  world  on  treo.  88 

or.     Lord  Ihesu,  godus  sone  :  J3at  suwful  mon  wolt 
not  tyne, 
Bi-tweue  vr  soules  and  \i  dom  :  Puttest  )?e  in  Lard  pyne : 
J5i  Cros,  fi  dej)  now  and  euere  :  And  at  vre  endyng-tyme 
Graunte  liuinde  men  :  Grace  and  Mcrci  Jjyne,  92 

To  dede,  reste  and  pardoun ; 
To  churche,  pes,  loue  in  londe  :  To  sunful,  Contrissionn. 
V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng. 
Bring  us  to  blisse  fat  is  wip-outen  endywg.  96 

~jr~M~Ora  covcipletorij  datur  se2ndfure 
i  i  Corpus  cristi  nobile,  spes  vife  future  ; 

Conditur  Aromcde — coxaplentur  scripture, 
lugis  sit  memm^ia  mortis  sue  hire. 
V.     Adoramws,  te,  criste,  et  henedicimus  tihi, 
Quia  pBi  crucem  tuam  redemisti  mnndvm. 

At  Complin  Crist  was  enoynt :  And  buried  in  a  ston. 
Pilat  bad  his  frendes  :  )?er  scbolde  leue  non ;  98 
He  sette  knihtes  him  to  kepen  :  J3at  he  a-wey  nere  don : 
And  3ut  he  ros  to  lyue  :  ffor  hem  eue?-ichon  100 

Of  )30, 

And  schewede  him  to  pe^  Maudeleyn  :  To  peter  and 

mony  mo.  '  overlined. 


Swech  dej)  he  under-feng,  hele  of  alio  wo. 

Alas  \>e  croune  of  worschepe  to  lowe  hy  leide  \)0. 
Conuerte  nos  deus  salvtaris  noster. 
Hora  comj^letorii  dafur  sepulture 
V.     Adoramus.     or.     Domine  ihesu  criste. 

He  was  y-^eue  to  beryyng  ate  laste  tyde, 

Cristes  body  noble,  hope  of  Hue  to  byde,  32 

In-oynt  he  was  wyt  aromat,  holi  writ  to  fulle.. 

3oruful  meywde  of  his  dej)  bee  in  myne  wille.     Amen. 


XIX.  Cross.    XX  Praise  and  Prayer  to  the  Holy  Ghost.     43 

V.     Crist,  honoured  mote  J)oii  beo, 

Jjat  bouhtest  al  \q  world  on  treo.  104 

Lord  Ih&su,  Godus  sone  :  )3at  synful  mon  wolt  not  Jesn,  son  of 

God, 

tyne, 
Bi-twenen  vr  soules  and  \\  dom  :  Put  test  fe  in  hard 

pyne: 
Jji  Cros,  |>i  def  nou  and  euere  :  And  at  vr  end}'ng- 

tyme 
Graunte  liuinde  men  :  Grace  and  ^lerci  ))}Tie,  108  p;a"ttiie 

To  dede,  reste  and  pardoun  :  r/*""? 'j 

'  ^  '  the  dead. 

To  Churche,   pes,  loue   in   londe    :   To  synful,   Con-  {]^J'c",;rch 

tri"ou«.  ^^A.Col- 

V.     Cristes  passion,  heuene  kyng,  111  '""""' 

Bri72g  us  to  blisse  Jjat  is  ■wijj-outew  endy7?g.     Amen. — 

T^E  Pope  Ion  ha]>  graunted  :  A  ful  feir  pardoun  Pope  John 
y  To  alle  fat  siggen  fLs  Matyns  :  "VYij)  good  deuo- 

cioun : 

A  3er  in  purgatorie  :  Of  Remissioun,  has  remitted 

ci  11  •       1     •  -n-r.  a  yeiir's  Pur- 

oo  bat  heo  ben  clene  i-schriuen  :    uib  verrev  Con-  fr.it"ry  to  aii 

'  T  J  whosaythte 

tncioun,  116     Mattins. 

)jorwli  Grace. 
God  sende  us  l)*ues  fode  :  And  in  heuene  a  place. 
AMEN. 


our  Maker, 


[XX.    f  ctti  Creator  <gpiritus/  englisht.] 

F'e))i,  creator  spiriius, 
Tnentes  tuorum  viftita, 
imple  sujjerna  grada 
que  til  creadi  pectora. 
Cum,  lord  vr  makere,  Holigost,  Holy  Ghost 

Jje  J?oulites  of  })yne  forte  sene ; 
)3e  hertes  Jjat  ))ou  \\  schaftus  Avost, 
fful  hem  of  jji  grace  by-dene. 
/^d  paraditus  dlceris, 
V^  donum  del  Alfissimi, 

fans  viuus,  vjnis,  caritas, 
et  spiritalts  vnccio. 

1  So  the  Title  in  Index. 
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XX.     Praise  and  Prayer  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 


God's  right- 
liand  finger. 


Mglit  tliy 
light  in  o 
wits. 


our  Comfort,    Clept  art  ))ou  ciimfort,  and  euer  sclialt  be,^ 
And  ^ift  of  god  Jjat  al  good  sent, 
Quik  welle,  ffuir,  and  Charite, 
And  also  gostly  Oynement. 

TV  septiformis  munere, 
dextre  dei  fu  digitus  ; 
Tu  rite  promissum  patris, 
Sermone  ditans  guttura. 
)5ou  art  in  ^ifte  seuenfold, 
Godus  riht  hond  ffinger  art  J)ou ; 
As  ns  bi-het  ffader  al-wold, 
Kichesse  of  word^  Jjou  3iuest  inouh. 
A  ccende  lumen  sensihus, 
/\     Infunde  amorem  cordibus, 
infirma  nostri  corporis 
uirtute  firmans  perpeti. 
Lord,  in  vr^  wittes  tend  jji  liht, 
And  in  vr  hertes  \\  loue  sende ; 
Vr  bodi  feblenesse  ])orwli  ]?i  miht 
Strengpe  hit  euere  \vi])-outen  ende. 
'jrjf~ostem  repellas  longius, 
i  i    pacemqne  dones  protinus  ; 
ductore  sic  te  preuio 
uitemus  omne  noxium. 
Put  fer  from  us  ])e  fend,  ur  fo, 
And  send  us  sojjfast  pees  anon, 
J3at  we  J)orwh  \q  pat  laft  (!)  us  so 
Blenclien  sunnes  euerichon. 

~r%Er  te  sciamus,  da,  patrejn, 
Jj     noscamus  atqne  filium, 
te  utriusque  spiritum 
credamus  omni  tempore. 
Of  fe  ffadur  3if  us  witing, 
And  of  J)e  Sone  knowyng  also, 
Siker  be-leeue  and  rilit  tokenyng 
)5at  fou  art  god  of  boj^e  two, 
'TT^vdum  sacrata  pectora 
_  #  ^  tua  replesti  gracia  : 

dimitte  nunc  peccamina 
et  da  qui  eta  tempora. 


Fatlier  and 
the  Son, 


12 


16 


20 


24 


XXI.     The  Sweetness  of  Jesus. 
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Holi  hertes  sum-tyme  was 
))ou  fuldest,  lord,  Jjorwh  grace  ])yne  : 
tfor-jif  now  gultus  and  txespas, 
And  3if  us  reste  in  alle  tyme. 
^it  laus  patri  cumfilio, 
/^3  Sauncto  simul  paraclito, 

nohisque  mittatfilius 

carisma  sauncti  spirit  us.     Amen. 
ffader  and  Sone  and  Holigost  be 
Worschiped^  as  fei  mowe  beo  most, 
And  send  us  schrif t  for  his  pite, 
J3e  ^iftus  of  fe  holygost.     Amen. 


28 


»  MS.  Worschipest 


32 


Trinity,  send 


us  the^flsor 
the  Holy 
Ghost! 


[XXI.    ^t  §toectiics5  of  lesus.] 

^Tliesti,  Jji  swetnesse  whose  miht  hit  se 

I    And  )3er-of  haue  a  clene^  knowyng,       »  az.ciere 
Al  eorJ)ly  loue  bitter  schulde  be 

But  fin  al-one,  -wijj-outen  lesyng.  4 

I  preye  Jie,  lord,  ]>at  lore  lere  me  : 
Aftur  \)i  loue  to  haue  longjTig, 
And  sadly  set  myn  herte  on  fe, 
In  \)i  loue  to  haue  most  lykyng.  8 

SO  lykyng  loue  In  eorfe  non  is, 
In  soule  whos  cou|)e  him  sofly  se ; 
Him  to  loue  were  muche  blis, 

ffor  kyng  of  loue  called  is  he.  12 

Wi])  trewe  loue  I  wolde  i-wis 
So  faste  to  him  bounden  be, 
Jjat  myn  herte  weore  holly  his, 

J3at  no  ]jing  lykede  me  but  he.  16 

^If  I  for  kyndenes  schulde  loue  mi  kinne, 
^  \)enne  me  finke))  in  my  Jjouht 
Bi  kuynde  skil  I  schulde  bi-ginne 
At  him  fat  haj)  me  maad  of  nouht :  20 

1  Same  poem  in  MS.  Lamb.  853,  ed.  by  Fumivall,  Hymyis  to 
the  Virgin  and  Christ,  p.  8.  E.  E.  T.  S.  1867  ;  in  MS.  Thornton 
(best  MS.),  ed.  by  Perry,  Rel.  Pieces,  1867,  N.  8;  and  in  MS. 
Kawl.,  A.  389,  lOi.  The  poem  was  originally  composed  in  the 
North. 


all  earthly 
lore  is  bitter. 


He  is  King  of 
Love. 


I  ought  to 
love  Him, 
becanse  He 
cares  for  me 
as  a  father. 
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XXI,     The  Sweetness  of  Jesus. 


My  love  i 
G<>d  and 
Man. 


He  lias 
bought  my 
love  full  Uear. 


To  make  me 
free, 


His  semblauwt  he  sette  my  soule  wi'Jj-Inne, 

And  al  J)is  world  for  me  he  wrouht ; 

As  ffader  he  fondo])^  my  lone  to  winne,        i  r.  fonded 

ffor  to  heuene  he  ha])  me  bouht.  24 

AS  Modur  of  him  I  make  mynde, 
Jjat  bi-forere  my  bur]5e  to  me  tok  hede, 
And  sijjen  wi])  Baptym  wesche  jjat  kynde^    '  p.  strynde 
)5at  suyled  was  forwh  Adam  dede ;  28 

Wi])  noble  mete  he  norsched  my  kynde, 
ffor  wij)  his  flesch  he  dude  me  fede — 
So  good  a  foode  may  no  mon  fynde, 
To  lastyng  lyf  he^  wol  us  lede.  ^  «'•  it  32 

Hose  wrouhte  his  fadur  wil 
Brojjur  and  Suster  to  him  fei  wore ; 
]\Ii  kuynde  he  tok  also  ])er-til. 
fful  trewely  trust  I  him  ferfore. 
He^  fat  wol  neuere  lete  me  spil, 
WiJ)^  his  Merci  salue  my  sore. 
^  l^E  loue  of  him  passej?,  i-wis, 

God  and  Mon,  my  spouse  he  is — 

"Wei  ouhte  I  wrecche  to  loue  him  dere !  44 

Bojje  heuene  and  eorpe  holliche  is  his, 

He  is  a  lord  of  gret  powere, 

And  called  he  is  }je  kyng  of  blis — 

His  loue  me  longej)  for  to  lere.  48 

Afftur  his  loue  bi-houeJ)i  me  longe,      i  p.mebunie 
ffor  he  haj5  myn  ful  dere  abouht : 
Whon  I  was  went  from  him  wij)  wrowge, 
ffrom  heuene  to  eorfie  he  me  souht. 
Mi  wrecched  kuynde  for  me  he  fonge 
And  his  nobley  sette  at  nouht, 
Peynes  he  soffrede  and  pouert  stronge, 
A3eyn  to  blisse  or  he  me  brouht. 

'hon  I  was  pral,  to  make  me  fre 
Mi  loue  from  heuene  to  erpe  \\\in  ledde ; 
Mi  loue  al-one  haue  wolde  he, 
)?erfore  he  leyde  his  lyf  in  wedde. 


Brojjur  and  Suster  he  is  wi])  skyl,i  I,.'';!;;,!- ;•„:::"'" 
ffor  he  seide  and  leret  J)at  lore  : 


36 


1  al.  )jat  he 
1  al.  But  wiJ)  40 

1  This  stanza  ora.  in  P. 

Al  eorJ)ly  loue  ])at  may  beo  here  : 


w 


52 


56 


60 


XXI.     The  Sweetness  of  Jesus. 
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Wi])  my  fo  he  faulit  for  me, 
Wou«det  he  was  and  bitterly  bledde, 
His  precious  hlod  ful  gi-et  plente 
fful  piteuously  for  me  was  schedde. 

His  sydes  bio  and  blodi  were, 
)3at  sum-tyme  were  ful  briht  of  ble ; 
His  herte  was  perced  wif  a  spere  ; 
His  wyde  woundes  were  reuj?e  to  se. 
Mi  Eaunsoun,  I- wis,  he  payed  J)ere 
And  3af  his  lyf  for  gidt  of  me. 
His  dej)  most  beo  to  me  ful  dere^ 
vVnd  perce  myn  herte  for  pure  pite, 

FOr  pite  myn  herte  most  breke  a-two, 
To  his  kyndenesse  3if  I  tok  hede : 
Enchesun  I  was  of  al  his  wo. 
He  suffrede  ful  harde  for  my  misdede ; 
To  lastinde  lyf  fat  I  schulde  go, 
He  suffrede  de]5  in  his  ^lonhede. 
"WTion  his  wille  was  to  lyue  also, 
He  ros  a-3eyn  porwh  his  godhede. 

TO  heuene  he  wente  wtp  muche  blis, 
Whon  he  [had]  vencust  his  batayle. 
His  baner  ful  brode  displayed  is, 
Whon  so  my  fo  wol  me  assayle. 
"Wei  oidite  myn  herte  [\>eu\  to  ben  his, 
ffor  he  is  fat  frend  J)«t  neuer  wol  fayle ; 
No  Jiing  wol  he  haue,  i-wis, 
But  trewe  loue  for  his  trauayle. 
l^us  wolde  he^  for  me  fiht,       —      •  ai.  mjspouM 
J     And  for  me  was  he  woundet  sore ; 
ffor  my  loue  his  def  was  diht — 
"What  kyndenesses  miht  he  do  more  ] 
To  3elden  his  loue  haue  I  no  miht. 
But  loue  him  trewely  I  schulde  Jje^-fore, 
And  worche  weP  wi]j  werkes  riht  i  p.hiswm 

J3at  he  ha  J)  lered  wijj  louely  lore.  96 

His  louely  lore  wif  werk^  folfille         i  a?,  werkes 
"VVel  ouht  I,  wrecche,  jif  I  were  kynde, 
Niht  and  day  to  worche  his  wille, 
And  euermore  haue  fat  lord  in  mynde.  100 


64 


68 


72 


76 


80 


84 


For  my  sin 
He  gave  UU 
life. 


Then  He  rose 
and  went  up 
to  Heaven. 


He  is  a  friend 
who  never 
fails. 


92 


pay  His  love; 
twt  I  oaebt 
to  love  Him. 


I  oaeht  to  do 
His  wUl; 


48    XXI.  The  Sweetness  of  Jesus.    XXII.  A  Prayer  to  Jesus. 


I  betake  me 
to  His  mercy. 


Jesu,  for  Thy 
Bweetness, 


lead  nie  in 
Thy  bliss! 


Bote  gostly  fos  greuen  me  ille, 

And  my  frelete[s]^  maken  me  blynde  :      ^  a/,  fieie  flesch 

\)erloTe  his  merci  I  take  me  tille, 

ffor  beter  bote  con  I  non  fynde.  104 

Beter  bote  nis  non  to  me 
}3en  to  his  merci  trewely  me  take, 
J5at  wi))  his  flesch  haj)  mad  me  fre 
And  me  wrecche  his  child  wolde  make.  108 

I  preye  pat  lord  for  his  pite, 
}5at  he  for  sunne  neuer  me  forsake, 
But  3if  me  grace  from  synne  to  fle, 
And  him  to  loue  let  me  neuer  slake.  112 

Ihesu,  for  pe  swetnesse  fat  is  in  pis, 
Haue  Mynde  of  me  whon  I  henne  wende  j 
WiJ)  studefast  troupe  my  wittes  wis, 
And,  lord,  pou  schilde  me  from  pe  fende ;  116 

fEor  pi  Merci  forjif  me  mi  mis, 
}5at  -wikkede  werk  my  soule  ne  schende ; 
And  led  me,  lord,  in  to  pi  blis, 
Wip  pe  to  wone  wip-outen  ende.     Amen.  120 


who  hast 
bonjjht  me 
with  Thy 
blood. 


draw  my 
heart  from 
tleslily  lust. 

Jesu,  Father 
Almighty, 


[XXII.    %  ^x^iu  to  iesus.] 

IEsu,  pat  art  heuene  kyng, 
Sothfast  God  and  mon  also, 
3if  me  grace  of  good  endyng, 
And  hem  pat  I  am  holden  to. 

Ihesu  lord,  pat  madest  me. 
And  wip  pi  blisful  blod  hast  bouht, 
ffor-jif  pat  I  haue  greued  pe 
Wip  word  and  wille  and  wip  pouht. 

Ihe.su,  in  whom  is  al  mi  trust, 
Jpat  dijedest  on  pe  Rode-tre, 
Wip-drauh  myn  herte  from  flesches  lust 
And  from  worldly  vanite. 

Ihesu  crist,  to  pe  i  calle 
J5at  art  ifadur  ful  of  miht, 
Kep  me  clene,  pat  I  ne  falle 
In  fiescly  sunne  as  I  haue  hiht. 


12 


16 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalm  1.)  49 

\\\es\x,  for  ))i  blisful  blocl 
Bring  J?e  soules  in  to  blis 
fEor^  whom  I  haue  had  eny  god,  ^  r.ffro  saveaiimy 

.  __     welUloers, 

ffor-jiue  hem  pat  ))ei  ban  don  amis.  20 

Ihe*-u,  for  fat  worfi  wounde 
Jjat  wente  to  pin  herte-Rote, 
ffor^  sunne  pat  hap  my  soulo  bounde  ^  r.  ffro 

J3i  blisful  blod  mot  beo  my  bote.  24 

Ihe^'u,  for  pi  ■woundes  smerte 
Of  feet  and  of  pin  hondes  two, 
Mak  me  ^leke  and  louh  of  herte,  make  me 

lore  Thee  as 

And  pe  to  loue  as  I  scholde  do.  28  isiiouW; 

Ihe-su,  for  pe  deoKul  teres 
}3at  pou  weptust  for  my  gilt, 
Heere  and  spede  my  pore  preyeres,  hear  my 

'^  ^    i  i       ./  prayers! 

And  saue  me  pat  I  ne  beo  spilt !  32 


[XXIII.    f  saltcrium  Ir.  ilannc.^ 

By  ALBERTUS  MAGN'US.] 
(With  the  first  Verse  of  every  Psalm  and  Canticle.) 


B 


atiLS  vir  qui  non  ahijt  in  ruln^bilio  impiorum  et  Beginning  of 


in  uia  peccatorum  non   stetit   et    in   cathedra 
pestilencie  non  sedit. 
A  Ve  uirgo  uirginum,  parens  absqvie  pari, 
y^     Sine  viri  semine  digna  fecundari : 

ffac  nos  legem  domini  crebro  meditari^ 
Et  in  regni  gloria  heatificaH.  ^  refers  to  Ps.  i,  v. ». 

Heyl  Mayden  ouer  Maydenes  vchon,  1   Haii,M:iiden- 

•>  J  J  '  mother; 

Modur  wip-outen  pere, 
"Wip-outen  knowyng  of  ^lon 

A  worpi  chyld  pow  beere  :  4 

Mak  vs  vr  lordus  lawes  kepe 

And  ofte  to  haue  in  mende, 

1  Title  in  Index  :  Of  euery  psalme  of  jje  sauter  pe  f  urste  vers. 
The  Latin  Quatrains,  however,  fre<pently  refer  to  other  verses 
of  the  psjilm,  or  to  other  parts  of  the  Bible  quoted  by  the  com- 
mentatoi-s  as  illustrative  of  the  psalm.  The  Latin  poem  is 
mentioned  in  Mone,  Latein.  Hynuien  des  MitteUilters,  1854, 
II.  p.  252,  but  still  unprinted  ;  other  ^ISS.  are  at  Darmstadt 
(No.  2242)  and  Munich  (Tegernsee  2005). 

VERNON    MS.  B 


50 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  2—4.) 


Hail,  Mirror 
of  lieaveiily 


Hail, 

Uuugliter  of 
thy  Son ! 


Q 


12 


16 


D 


In  to  kyngdoni  of  loye  to  lepe, 

Beo  blessed  wijj-outen  ende.  8 

\fiare  fremnerunt  gentes,  et  popuU  meditati  mnt 
mania  1 

Aub,  cuius  viscera  natum  ediderunt 
Cuins  ad  interitum.  gentes  fremuerunt : 
Audi  uoces  supjMcum.  qui  te  pie  querunt, 
Mali  caiLsas  remouens  q\xe  nos  inueTieruut. 

Heil  fe  entrayles  o  whom  9 

Brouhten  forjj  a  sons 
At  whos  de))  bofe  alle  and  som 

ffolk  gnicche  bi-gone  : 
Heore^  deuoute  voices  al-way  '  r. 

)jat  sechen  fe  here  in  grounde ; 
Euel  causes  remoue  a-way 

]?at  vs  here  han  I-founde. 
iomine,  quid  muUiplicati  sunt  qui  fnhulant  me  f 
multi  insurgunt  aduersum,  me. 
Aue  vvcgo,  speculum  sauncti  celihatus, 
Cuins  est  ex  utero  pnsr  nobis  natu^ 
Qui  compasstis  jnortuo,  morte  sopor atus^  i  ref< 
Morte  mortem  tertninat,  expiat  realm. 
Heil,  May  den  and  ]\Iirour 

Of  holy  heuenly  lynyng, 
Of  whos  wombe  wij)  honour 
Is  boren  a  child,  vr  kyng, 
}3at  hedde  compassion  of  fe  ded, 

Wi})  his  dedliche  slepyng 
WiJ)  de]j  [de])]^  he  termyned,  '  o 

Vr  gult  awey  wassching. 
y^um  inuocarem  exavdiuit  me  dQus  iusticie  mee,  in 
\^    tribulacione  dilatasti  michi. 

Ave  nati  filia,  parens  genitoris, 
Preter  modum^  generans  consueti  moris :     i  ms.  mortem 
N'os  ad  statum  7'euoca  vite  melioris, 
Qfios  tarn  diu  tenuit  vanitas  eiroris.^    » refers  to  P8.4,  v.2. 
Heil  douhtur  of  Jje  sone, 

Modur  of  J)e  getere, 
Hauyng  child  a3eynes  old  wone 
Ofur  elles  comuyn  manere : 


,S,v.5. 


17 


20 


24 


25 


XXIIL     Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalim  5—7.)  51 

Calle  us  ajeyn  in  to  fat  staat 

Jjat  is  of  better  lyiiyng, 
fEor  us  ha|)  liolden  louge  al  niaat 

Vanyte  of  erryng.  32 

F'erba  mea  auribus  peicipe,  domine ;  intelUge  da-        Ps.  5. 
marein  meum. 

Aue  gue^  nos  redimens  ah  Egipti  Into    ^  ms.  q** 
Subvenire^  scdagis  vicijs  imhuto :  i  ms.  subvenite 

Tu  710S  bene^  pxotegem  voluntatis  scuto^         »  r.  bone 
Coronatos  gloria  colloces  in  tuto.       *  referstoPs.5,v.ii. 

Heil  fou,  buggyng  us  a3eyn  33   Haii,  Mary, 

Out  of  EgypteS  cley,  deemer! 

In  vices  wou?«den  to  helpe,  certeyn, 

jjou  art  redi  al-wey  :  36 

Jjou  defendyng  us  wel  riht 

WiJ)  J)e  scheld  of  wil, 
Vs  Corouned  in  blisse  briht 

Set  sikerly  wif  skiL  40 

'Tr\omine,  ne  in  furore  ttio  arguas  me,  neque  in  ira        Ps.  e. 
_l^  ttia  corripias  me. 

Aue  vite  ianua,  salus  penitentis, 
Respice  miseriam  anime  languentis  ; 
Ne  in  ira  senciam  uocejn  arguentis, 
Me  peccaiis  exime  simul  et  tonnentis. 

Heil,  louelich  mte  of  lyf,  41    Hiui.ioveiy 

'^        ,  ,        .    ,  GateofLifel 

Hele  of  fe  forpinkjoig  : 
Bi-hold  fe  wrecchednesse  so  rif 

Of  soule  fat  is  serwyng ;  44 

J3at  in  WTaJjfe  I  ne  feel 

J3e  vois  of  repreyuing,^  »  ms.  repreyning 

Clause  me  from  sunnes  eueridel 

And  eke  from  tonnentyng.  48 

~W~\om\ne  dens  viens,  in  te  spexaui ;  saluitm  me  fac        ps.  7. 
Jl^  ex  onmibns  jyexsequentibna  me,  4'  libera  me. 

Aue  nudei-  vnica,  cura  nostre  spei, 
Tuis  queso  mentis  sis  miserta  mei, 
Vt  ab  enigmatibus  huins  speciei 
Plena  plene  pexfruar^  visione  dei.  »  ms.  perfruat 

Heil  Modur,  J>ou  onliche  49   Haii,  Head  of 

Hed  art  of  vr  hope :  our   ope. 


52         XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  8—10.) 


Give  me  the 
sight  of  God 
witli  Tliee ! 


Hiiil,  royr 
Muideii  I 


J)orw  J)i  merites  specialiche 

Haue  Bierci  on  me  mope,  52 

J3at  from  alio  pe  likiiesse 

Of  J)is  lyuyng  lieer 
I  may  liaue  wijj  fulnosse 

]5e  silit  of  god  so  cler.  56 

■jnvomiwe  cUiis^  noster,  quam  admiraUh  est  nomen 
Jl[_^  tuum  in  vniuersa  terra  I  »  ms.  dom/Miis 

Aue  virgo  regla,  stcm^na  gaudiorum, 
Per  quam  rex  mirahilis,  domix^us  cun[c]torum, 
Reuocat  inmeritos  in  spem  filiorum, 
Qtios  p^oscrihit  multiplex  causa  uiciorum. 
Heil  kynges  Mayden,  swete  fing, 

Somme  of  ioyes  I  calle, 
Bi  whom  J)e  wondurful  kyng, 

Lord  fat  is  ouer  alle, 
Calle])  us  a-jeyn  wijj-oute  deseruyng 

In  to  his  sones  hope, 
Jjat  aren  ofte  put  in  to  flemyng, 
In  vices  whon  we  ben  crope. 
fonjitelor  tihi,  domme,  in  toto  carde  meo,  narraho 
omnia  miraMlia  tua. 
Atie  throniis  grieve.  Mater  Ihesu  crista, 
Qtie  sola  concipere  virgo  meruisti  : 
Confitehor  domino  quern  sic  genuisti, 
Quod  nee  nomen  virginis  mater  amislsti. 


Ps.  10  V  (11). 


67 


60 


64 


c 


Heil  feir  trone  of  grace, 

Modur  of  Ihe.su  crist, 
Jjat  to  conceyue  in  fi  space 

Onliche  Mayden  deseruedist : 
I  schal  knowleche  to  fat  lord 

)3at  Jjou  so  dust^  bi-gete, 
)3at  Jjou  fe  name  in  dede  ne  word 

Of  Mayden  and  Moder  ne  lete, 

T 

M     iransmigra  in  montem  sicut  passer  ? 

Aug  virgo  virginum,  per  qnam  transmigratur 
S^q^cr  vnum  monciuni  in  quo  victimatur 
Vepre  teidus  aries}  vnde  redimatur        i  cf.  Gen.  22,  v.  is, 
Prodigus  qui  rediens  veniam  pxQcatur. 


65 


68 


72 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mai-y!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  11—13.) 


Heil  May  den  ouer  obur  met,  73   H.-iii,  MaWen 

"'  '  '  above  aU 

Beo  whom  is  mad  passyng  others! 

Vppon  on  of  hulles  gret 

In  whuch  is  don  ofFring,  76 

)3e  wefer  holden  wip  a  Brer, 

Whuclie  was  a-3eyn  biggyng 
Of  I>e  wastour  |>at  was  in  wer, 

ffoi^iuenes  J»at  com  askyng.  80 

^ahaim  vie  fac  doraine,  gaionia»i  defecit  «anctus,     Ps.  mis). 
^3  ^iioniam  diminute  sunt  veritates  a  Jit  Us  hominum, 

Aue  matex  dovmii,  mater  inquam  arte, 
ffac  ut  crista  baiulem  iufjiim  presuaue, 

QllO  heat itlldi Ills  paxticeps  octane^  i  refers  to  the  title  of  the  psalm. 

Liherari  merear  jyrime  matris  aue. 

Heil  Modiir  of  vr  lord,  81    Hau,  Mother 

■%•     -r  -ir    1        I     -1  ofourLoni! 

5it  I  sey  Modur  heil ! 
Cristes  90k  in  dede  and  word 

To  bere  mak  me  not  fayl ;  84 

Jjat  I  of  jje  eijtejje  blisse 

Beo  parciner  me  borwe. 
To  beo  diliue/-ed  and  euer  misse 

Vr  furste  modur  sorwe.  88 

F'sque'jMO,  dovaxne,  obliuuceris  me  in  finem  ?  vsqu^quo     Ps.  12  (is). 
auQvtis  faciem  ttiam  a  me  ? 
Aue  uiigo  nomine  matris  insignita, 
GVaciajTim  fertili  dote^  premunita :  » lis.  doce 

Purga  mentis  aciem,  quo  sit  expedHa, 
Ne  vmqaam  obdormiat  in  moiie  sojyitit}  » refers  to  Ps.  12,  v.  4. 


D 


Heil  Mayden  feir  of  face, 

"Worschiped  wip  nome  of  Moder ; 

So  plentiuous  I-douwed  wij)  grace 
"Was  J>er  neuer  non  oJ)er  : 

Purge  J)e  scharpnesse  of  vr  fouht, 
So  fat  hit  beo  sped. 

And  ]jat  hit  to  longe  ne  slej^e  nouht 
In  slep  of  sunful  ded. 
Txit  insipiens  in  corde  suo :  non  est  deus. 
Aue  templum.  gracie,  templum.  sajictitatis, 
Temphim  ssaxcti  «/nritus,  /?-onus  mxuestatu : 


89 


92 


96 


54      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Ps-xlms  14—15.) 


Hail,  Temple 
of  the  Holy 
Ghost ! 


Ps.  U  (15). 


D 


Hail,  Taber- 
nacle of  the 
strong  King  I 


Salua  me,  ^:)er  gra.c\am  salua  queso  gvatis, 
Vt  sortiri  uaham  regnum  cum  heatis. 

Heil  temple  of  grace  most,  97 

Temple  of  Sauntite, 
Temple  of  fe  holygost, 

Trone  of  Jje  Maieste  :  100 

Sane  me,  be  grace  me  sane, 
I  preye  f»e  nou,  freliche, 
J?at  I  mowe  fe  kyngdom  haue 

Wij)  seintes  J)at  ben  godliche.  104 

kOmiwe,  guis  hohitahit  in  tahevnaeulo  tuo  f  atd  qnis 
reqyxiesset  in  monte  sancto  tuo  ? 
Aue  tahQxnacvdvim  regis  manufoi'tis, 
Per  qwdi.m  cristusj:>arficeps /actus  nostre  sortis, 
ffractis  seris,^  uectibus  ^  inferni  portis        *  r.  eris  v. 
Nos  a  morte  reuocat,  tviunipliator  mortis. 

Heil  tabernacle  Cleer  105 

Of  kyng  strong  in  honde, 
Beo  whom  crist  is  maad  parciner 

Of  vre  lot  her  in  londe,  108 

)5at  brak  Jje  bondes  and  J)e  loke 

Of  helle  foule  ^ates, 
Called  us  fro  dej)  fer  we  weore  stoke, 

Victor  of  dej5  algates.  112 

fonserua  me  doiame,  guonia??*  sjxivaui  in  te.  t?[ixi] 
donmio :   chus  mens  es  tu,  (piouiam  Z'[onorum] 
meoiiiTii  non  eges. 
Aue  tronus  grade  Regi  2')reparatus, 
Ex  qua  nobis  prodiit  felix  aduocatns: 
Nostra  sit  hereditas  cristus  ex  te  natus^     •  cf.  Ps.  is,  v.  s. 
Conseruetqiie  seruidos,  condunans  reatiis. 

Heil,  of  grace  fou  art  trone  113 

Arayed  for  a  kyng, 
Of  wliom  sprong  for})  for  us  vchone 

An  Auoket  lyking  ;  116 

Crist  nou  beo  vr  heritage, 

}5at  of  Jje  is  boren, 
And  kepe  his  seruauns  in  alle  age, 

J?at  pei  boo  not  for-loren.  120 


o 


XXIIL     Hail,  Maiy!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  16—18.)       55 


Mj  Jxaudi,  domine,  iusticiam  meam,  intende  depi-eca- 
JjJ   cionem  meam. 

Aiie  solis  ciuitas,  in  quam  intromit 
Rex  rer/um  et  doTamus,  qui  te  concupiuit : 
Per  te  nos  exavdiat  sihi  quos  vniuit^ 
Siio  vultu  sacians  qiiibus  esuriuit}        >  ef.  Ps.  is,  v.  i5. 

Heil  of  Sonne  fe  Cite,  121 

In  to  whuche  he^  entrid  *  ms.  >ou 

Kyng  of  kynges,  lord  of  pite, 

\q  whuche  Jje  coueyted.  124 

Beo  fe  now  lie  us  here, 

)5ulke  J>at  he  hajj  oned  ; 
And  |)at  he  fulle  hem  wijj  his  cliere 

)3at  he  J?rastyng  be-mened.  128 

~jr\Tligam  te,  doraine  foHitudo  mea:  dormxim  fvcvia- 

_l^  mentum  meuva.  ^  refugium  meum  ^  liberator 

metis. 
Aue  virgo  vlrginum,  de  qua  mediator 
Ad  nos  venit,  Jiostium  vetus  triumphator  : 
Hastes  nostras  conterat  fai'tis  expugnator 
Et  fiat  per  graciam  glorie  collator. 

Heil  of  Maydenes  Mayden  clene,  129 

Of  whom  a  Mene  of  diuis^  >  =  device 

Com  to  vs  wijj-outen  wene, 

Victor  of  olde  Enemys  :  132 

Vr  Enemys  he  al  to-tere, 

ffihtere  fat  is  so  strong, 
And  beo  grace  beo  he  ^iuere 

Of  loye  fat  lastejj  long."  136 

y^eli  eymrrant  gloriam  del,  et  opeixt  manuum.  eiiis 
\_y    annunclat  firmamentum. 

Avs  soils  regia,  de  qua  vervs  exit 
Veri  solis  radius,  fraudes  qui  detexit 
Host  is  ^  vevsucias  quibxis  nos  illexit; 
Ouem  querens  pexditam,  gregi  quam  rcuexii. 

Heil  kynges  sone  (!)  briht,  137 

Of  whom  goj)  for])  vche  while 
J3e  verrey  sonnes  bem  liht, 

Jjat  huydef  al  fe  gyle  140 


Hail  Mary, 
City  of  the 
Suu! 


P8. 17  (18). 


Ps.  18  (19). 


Hail,  Sun  of 
the  King! 


E 


56      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  19—21.) 

Of  vr  fon,  and  queyntises  most, 

Jjat  drawen  vs  in  to  veyn ; 
Secliing  f»e  sclieep  fat  was  lost 

To  bringe  to  folde  a-jeyn.  144 

Jxaudiat  te  dominvs  in  die  trihulacionis,  pvofegat 
te  nomen  dei  lacoh. 
Aue  plena  grade,  sjoeciosa  tola, 
Virgo  pittdens,  Jmmilis,  sine  sordis  nota : 
Nostrum  sacrificium  suscipe  deuota,^       '  cf.  Ps.  lo,  v.  s. 
Mores  nostras  ordinans,  affectus  ^  uota. 
Hail  Mary,  Heil  ful  of  graco,  eke  145 

fuUofgmce!  .         ^ 

bpeciouse  at  al, 
Mayden  wys  and  ferto  Meke, 

Wijj-outen  fuljje  gret  or  smal ;  148 

In  alle  maner  vr^  sacrifice  '  ms.  ofvr 

Deuouteliche  take  jjou  now, 
Ordeyne  vr  IMauers  on  fi  wyse, 

Desires  and  eke  a-vow.  152 

Ps.  20  (21).      ~M~^ora\ne,  in  uirtide  tua  letahitur  rex,  ^  super  salutare 
J_^  tuum  exultahit  tiehementer. 

Aue  salus  Iwmimim,  digna  salutari, 
Salutare  pariens,  sola  carens  pari : 
Nostra  spes  ^  gloria  sit  in  salutari,^       i  cf.  Ps.  20,  v.  5. 
G\u\ius  pavticipio  credimus  heari. 
Hail,  Healing  Heil  hele  of  monkynde.  153 

of  Mankind  r  ,_,^        .,    ,  ,       "' 

W  or|)iful  to  beo  gret, 
J30U  bar  hele  vs  alle  helynde, 

Saunc3  pere  fou  art  set.  156 

Al  vr  hope  and  eke  vr  blis 

In  hele  beo  vs  be-tid  ; 
Jjerof  to  haue  part  wijj-outen  mis 

We  leeue  to  beo  blessed.  1  GO 

Ps.  21  (22).       'Tr\eics  dens  meus,  resjnce  me :  quare  me  dcteliquisti  ? 
M  X   longe  a  salute  mea  verba  delictorum  meoi'Mm. 

Aue  cuius  vtevus  vermem  piocreauit 
Qui  sid)-viordens  hederam  lone  desiccauit ;  ^  \^fi  j^n^  4'  \^\ 
Dum  quod  legis  littera  clausuni  conseriiauit. 
In  apevtum  pioferens  nobis  propalauit. 
Haiitiiou.  Heil  whos  wombe  sikerly  161 

whose  Sou  •' 

Brouht  ioxp  a  worm  fat  dred,^  » r.  dicdi' 


XXIII.     Haik  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psaims  22—24.)      57 

pat  vnder-bityng  priuely 

\)e  luy  of  lone  dried ;  1^* 

Whon  fe  lettre  of  J)e  laue  S^r™" 

J>at  al  J)ing  in  clos  keped, 
Aperteliclie  wijj  open  sawe 

To  vs  forsojje  he  schewed.  168 

TnvominM.5  re'jit  me  4'  niclul  wichz  deerit :  in  loco     Ps-mcss). 
g  ^  pageue  ibi  me  coUocauit. 

Aue  lesse  virgula  graciarum,  donis 
Eabimdanter  prediia  :  iu  con-ecdonis 
Virga  sis,  ^  baadus  cansolacionis}        » <-f.  ps,  22,  v.  4. 
Quo  nos  crista  jxiscuis  coUocet  in  bonis. 

Heil  I>ou  3erde  of  lesse,  169   H^Vf'j^! 

Wi]j  giftus  of  grace 
JkFaad  riche  -wij)  plente ; 

Of  correccioura  in  vche  place  172 

J30U  art  staf,  and  eke  3erde 

Of  consolacioun, 
Jjorwh  vrhnche  crist,  fat  is  noujt  ferde, 

Vs  sette  in  pasture  boun.  176 

T^omiwi  est  terra  4- plenifiido  eius,  orhis  fen-arum  4-    ps.s3(84). 
JL^  imiuersi  qui  habitant  in  eo. 

Aiie  terra  glovie,  terra  non  arrata. 
Bore  tsivien  grade  plene  fecundata, 
ffructum  fa-ens  c?<ms  est  gustu  recreafa 
Proles  Ade  veteris,  diu  captiuata. 

Heil  lond  of  Wis,  177   Ha»^t|H« 

Eorfe  noulit  hered.  Bliss! 

WiJ)  I>e  deuh  of  grace  i-wia^ 

ffulliclie  for  euer  wered,  180 

Beryng  fruit  of  whos  sauour 
Eefonued  was  Yerreyliche 
Olde  Adames  sone,  fe  furste  synnour, 

Jjat  liolden  was  wrecchedliche.  184 

J  d  te,  domine,  leuaui  animam  meam ;  deus  mem,     P8.S4(25). 
y\     in  te  amfido,  non  erubescam. 

Aue  cuius  gloriam  boant  vniuersi. 
Per  (jn&m  sursum  redeunt  m  profundum  mersi :  ^ 
Per  te  fiat,  domina,  lie  semel  conuersi         1  ms.  merd 
Redeant  ad  twmitum  sibiinet  aduersi. 


58      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  \  of  Psalms  I'o—'il.) 


Hail  thou, 
whose  bliss 
all  Iblk  pro- 
claim! 


185 


Show  thy 
sons  thy  love! 


Hail,  Mother 
of  our  Pro- 
tector, 
Christ! 


188 


cf.  Ps.  25,  V.  12. 

193 


196 


Heil  on  whos  blisse  certeyn 

Alle  crien  and  ben  not  feynt, 
Be  whuche  gon  vp  a-^eyn 

In  depnesse  jsat  weoren  dreynt 
)3orwh  jje,  ladi  of  delyt, 

Heo  jjat  ben  conuerted  ones 
Torn  fenne  a-^ein  not  to  vomyt, 

As  hound  fat  ha])  eten  bones,  192 

J'udlca  me  domine,  guoniam  ego  in  innocencia  mea  in- 
gressus  sum  :  ^  iw.  doxmno  speraiis  non  infmnahor. 
Aue  Mater,  poiMi  prospice  defectum, 
Et  maternum  filijs  exihens  affectum 
Mores  nostros  ordina,  tollens  inpavfedum, 
Vt  pes  noster  tendere  qeat  in  directum.^ 
Heil  Modur,  bi-hold  jjou 

Defautes  of  fe  peple, 
Modres  affeccion  schewh  jjou  now 

]){  sones  fat  ben  feble ; 
Ordeyn  J)ou  vr  nianers  so, 
Weyuyng  inparfyt  ping, 
}5at  vr  fot  mowe  fen  go 

Streiht  forf  wif-outen  lettyng. 
"X^ominzis  illuminacio  mea  4"  salus  mea:  quern  timebo  ? 
.#  A  Aue  mater  domini  suos pxotegentis, 

Qui  cater uas  Iwminum.  f regit  in  trecentis :  ^ 
Queso  nos  respicias  oculis  attentis, 
Procul  pellens  tenehras  erumjviose  mentis. 
Heil  modur  of  fat  lord  al  on 
\)at  his  men  dof  defende, 
)jat  wif  f  re  liundred  ouercom 

Gret  cu??ipaignies  and  schende  : 
I  preye  f  e,  ladi,  vs  bi-holde 

Wif  fyn  ejen  clere, 

Derknesses  fer  fro  us  folde 

And  kepe  vr  fouhtes  here. 

A  d  te  doraine  clamaho,  dens  mens  ne  sileas  a  me 

_jCjL.   ne  qnando  taceas  a  me  <^  ofs[similabor]  c?[escen 

dentibus]  in  lacum. 
Aue  virgo  domini  mater  illihata, 
Guins  est  ex  utero  caro  deodata, 


200 


1  MS.  increcentis. 
cf.  Ps.  26,  V.  S, 
et  Jud.  7,  6-14 
(application  made 
to  (jiideon). 


204 


208 


Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psahns  28-30.)       59 


Ps.  27,  y.  7. 


XXIII. 

Caro  camem  liherans,  caro  irwn  nata, 
Caw  que  refloruit  viorfe  triumiihata} 

Heil  Mayden  of  a  lord, 
Modur  saiin3  tecche  I-Jjriue, 
Of  whos  wombe  forwh  Godus  word 

fftesch  to  god  was  jiue ; 
Jjiit  flesch  dilyuered  flessche, 

Jjat  flesch  boren  was  to  dye, 
Jjat  flesch  refloured  |)at  was  nessche, 
Of  dej)  fat  hedde  Maystrie. 
AffeHe    domino  filij    dei,    Affeiie    dmdrw 
/^     arietum. 

Aueper  quam  fiUus  fraires  adoptanit, 
Qms  ^  deiJUios  rede  nominauit. 
Eant  ergo  filij  qitos  ad  se  vocauit, 
Afjuos  Innocencie  fei-ant  quos  marukimt. 
Heil  be  whom  godus  sone,  i-ms, 
Brejjeren  him  wolde  purchase, 
To  beo  clept  godus  sones  of  blis 

Be  rihte  In  vche  place. 
Go]3  nou  sones  deuout«lye 

)3at  he  ha))  called  him  to, 
Otfre))  fe  lombes  of  Innocensye, 
ffor  he  comaundet  so. 


209 


212 


216 
fiiios 


Hail,  Maiden 
and  Mother 
spoUess! 


Ps.  2S  iid). 


217 


220 


224 


Hail,  ttiou  by 
wlioin  Christ 
adopted  us! 


E 


J^xcdtabo  te  domwe,  2Uonia7»  stiscejnsH  me,  nee  de-     P8.i»(30). 


lectasti^  inimicos  meos  super  me.      »  ms.  auatasti 
Atie  tabemaculum  cristo  dedicatum, 

Supra,  Matres  optinens  sola  principatum, 

Nostris  aptans  usibus  saccum  veteratum^  *  «f-  ^^-  ^'  '•  ^^' 


Gen.  37,  81. 

Propter  iiostra  vulnera  gratis  mdneraturn. 
Heil  tabernacle  of  crist 

Halewed  worfily, 
Of  alle  Modrus  i-wist 
To  haue  jje  pris  only  : 

Mak  US  redi^  to  Vr  VS  '  ms.  ^redi.  r.  greit>e? 

J3e  olde  sacke  verreyly 

)jat  for  ur  wou/mIbs  as  ref us 

Was  wounded  wilf uUy. 

J'N  te  domijie  speraui,  non  confundar  in  eternum : 
in  lustida  tua  libera  me. 


225 


228 


232 


Hail, 

Tabemade 

ofCbrist! 


Ps.  30  (31). 


B 


60      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     (VerselofFsahmSl—22.) 

Aue  nostrum  gaudium,  nostra  fortihido, 
Cuius  est  dulcedinis  magna  multitudo : 
In  te  nostra  sit  sita  spei  certitudo. 
Cuius  piis  laudibus  lihere  desudo. 
Hail,  our  Joy  Hell  vT  love  of  worbinesse,  233 

and  Strength!  ''  '  ' 

And  vr  strengfe  ferto, 
Whos  noble  swetnesse 

Is  muchel  and  gret  also  :  236 

111  tiiee,  In  be  beo  myn  hope  i-set 

M-y.ismy  J  •  . 

iiope.  Sadly,  in  certeyn, 

ffor  in  fin  heriing  nou  I  swet 

ffreoliche  and  noujt  in  veyn.  240 

ati  quorum  remisse  sunt  iniquitates,  et  quorum 
tecta  sunt  peccata. 
Aue  cuius  utero  deus  est  deoi-um 
homo,  tollere  spinas  delietornni. 
0  heatiis  vterus,  ^  heati  quorum, 
ffecit  se  poxticipem  factor  secidorum  ! 
Hail  tiiou,  Heil  of  whos  wombe  verrey  241 

in  whom  God  _  " 

God  is  of  goddus  alle 
I-maad  mon,  to  don  a-wey 

])&  fornes  of  synne  and  falle.  244 

A,  blessed  is  ))at  wombe  so  sad ! 

And  ]jei  ben  blessed  also 
Jjat  god  ha})  partyng-felawes  niaad, 

To  dwelle  wijj  him  euer-mo  !  248 

Ps.  32  (:{3).        jr,  yxultate  iusti  in  domijio :  rectos  decet  laudacio. 

J2J   Aue  per  qu^7n  reuocat  domiwus  ciectum,  '  ^  qy^p''' 

Q«<e[m]i  a  solo pdXrio peregre  pxofectum^ 
Medicus  dum  repent  vicijs  infectum,  «  ms. pro  Riege  perfectum 
Morhi  causas  ahstulit  simid  ^  effectum. 
Hail  thou,  Heil  bi  whom  God  called  a-jeyn  249 

bywhomGoil  tt  .     ^^  ^  / 

recaid  us  out-  Hem  bat  weoren  out  cast, 

casts!  " 

Jjat  from  his  flfadur  seete  certeyn 

Went  for])  in  gret  hast,  252 

Leche,  fat  monkynde  fat  was  mad 

Parfyt,  he  fonde  infecte, 
Causes  of  sikenes  fen  he  forbad 

And  eke  f eiof  f c  efecte.  256 


was  made 
man! 


XXIII.     EaU,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  33—35.)       61 

~W~\enedicam  dominum  in  omni  tempore :  semj)ey  hnis     Ps  ss  ($4). 
M^  eiiis  in  ore  meo. 

Aue  juater  pariens  fitictum  benedidum, 
Taciu  cuius  soluitur  Eue  inaledictwn. 
Que  transgressa  temefe  tangens  interdictuxa 
Transtulit  in  posteros  ulcionis  ictum. 

Heil  Modur  brincnnge  forb  257   Haii,  Mother 

°     °  f^  of  the  fairest 

\)G  feireste  fruit  i-founde,  Fruit: 

J3e  touche  of  whuche  was  so  muche  worj) 

J?at  Eues  ciirs  was  vnbounde,  260 

pe  whuche  trespaced  folilyche, 

pat  was  forboden  touchyng, 
pe  strok  of  veniauuce  sikerliche 

Laff  to  hem  fat  were  comyng.  264 

Jvdica  domine  nocentes  me,  expnigna  inpngnantes  me.     Ps.  $t  (ss). 
Aue pex  quam  doramns  appxQhendens  scutum^ 
In  extento  hrachio  propidit  astutum, ;  »  ct  Ps.  m,  v.  2. 
Qui  de  scuto^  projjrio  comiscendo  lutum        >  r.»pato 
Ceco  himen  homini  reddidit  acutum. 

Heil  beo  fwhoml  be  lord  of  liht  265   Haii  thoa,  by 

I"  -^  '  wiiom  Christ 

A  scheld  tok  pnuely,  d^edhufoe! 

And  in  his  hond  I-streyht  ariht 

Put  of  his  enemy ;  268 

Jjat  of  his  owne  propre  cheld  (!), 

MengjTig  ferwij)  cley, 
As  moni  men  po  bi-heold, 

Maad  a  blynt  mon  se^  al-wey.       »  MS.80        272 
~Tr\ixit  inimtus  ut  delinquat  in  semet  ipso;  non  ed     P8.S5(36). 
Jt^  timor  dei  ante  oculos  eius. 

Aue  iemplum-  grade,  tronus  deitatis, 
To)rens  affluencie,  donms  vhertatis :  ^       1  cf.  Ps.  ss,  v.  9. 
Per  te^solam  reddita  spes  est  desperatis  : 
ffluctiumtis  Anchoram  rege  nostre  ratis. 

Heil  temple  of  grace,  273  Haii,' 


Trone  of  J)e  godhed,  he-.ui! 

Plenteuous  rjTier  in  vche  place, 

And  eke  hous  of  freohed  :  276 

Beo  fe,  hope  is  3olde  a3eyn 

To  hem  fat  hedde  dispeir : 


62  ■    XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  36—38.) 


N' 


D 


Gouerne  fe  Anker  in  certcyn 

Of  vr  floteryng  scliip  in  Eir  !  280 

'Oli   emulari   in  malignantibvLS,  neque  zelaueris 
fadentes  iniquitatem.  » cf,  Ps,  se,  v.  9. 

Aue  carens  simili,  nusq\\B,m  malignata} 
Dignitatis  titulo  triplicis'^  ornata :  i  r.  dupUcis 

Virgo  mater  diceris  ;  iungis'^  separata,        >  ms.  iunge 
Us  vtrumqne,  docet  Jiec  fides  oculata. 

Heil  fat  hast  non  lyk  to  fe,  281 

Wi|)  vuei  neuer  ouer-come, 
Of  freo  maner  of  dignite 

Wij)  title  niaad  feir  and  noma :  284 

Maiden  and  Modur  Jjou  art  told, 

Disseuered  ioy[n]e[st]i  \o\x  goodlye;    »  Ms.ioye 
Jjou  art  bo)5e  two,  as  we  be-hold — 

Vs  techef  vr  feijj  at  630.  288 

^omi?ie,  ne  in  furore  tuo  argiias  me,  neque  in  ira 
tua  corrijnas  me. 
Aue  sanct2  spiritus  fecundata  rore, 
Conseruato  xMrie7is  castitatis  fl,ore : 
Qv£SO  fac  ne  arguat  index  in  furore 
Quos  a  morte  pvojjrio  redemit  cruore. 
Hail  tiiou,  Heil  wijj  deuh  I-inad  feir  289 

dew  oi  tiie  Of  be  lioligost,  parde, 

Holy  Ghost!  ,  /  i  -u       •..      \        i    • 

)3ou  beryng  child  wiJ>-outen  leir 

Kepst  flour  of  chastite  :  292 

Mak  )30u  fat  he  us  not  niissey, 

\}e  luge,  in  no  woodnesse, 
)jat  he  bouht  wiJj  his  blood  verrey 

ffroni  dej?,  bofe  More  and  lesse.  296 

P8.38(39),      'TT^ixi:  custodiam  vias  meas,  vt  non  delinquam  in 
,  M  ^  lingxia  mea. 

Aue  cuius flio  psahnus  decantatur, 
Et  eiusdem  habitus  in  quofguratur 
Qui  terreiia  transiens'^  in  hoc  delectatur     1  cf.  Ps.  ss,  v.  7. 
Si  uel  mentis  gressibus  capud  consequatur. 
Hail  thou  Heil  of  whos  soue  deuoutely  297 

whose  Son  is  ,  ,        ■  •■, 

praisd!  A  psalm  IS  songe  wip  cure, 

And  of  his  habit  ful  sotily 

In  wlmche  is  suche  figure  300 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mai-y!     (Verse  1  of  Psalms  39—41. j      (J3 

"NVhos,  laft  fis  world  outerly, 
DilyteJ)  him  to  take  heed 
WiJ)  steppes  of  good  fouht  holy 

To  suwen  crist,  vr  hed.  304 

Mj  JxsjJedans  expedaui  domimim,  et  intendit  michi.        ps.  39  (40). 
JjJ   -4?fe  tabo-naculum  regis  inpollutum, 

Pet  quam  soluit  daminus  ope  destitutum : 
Tuis  tuna  meritis  sponte  x>xoitoluhim 
In  locum  miserie  cj-  in  fecis  hdiim.^  » cf.  ps.  39,  v.  2. 

Heil  tabernacle  of  kyng  305   Haii,  Taber- 

^  ,,  ,  ,  nadeofUie 

In-poUute,  wondur  clen  ;  n^"^ 

jjorwh  fe  J?e  lord  of  alle  J)ing 

Jjat  hedden  non  help  leosed  men  :  308 

Help  Jjorwh  fi  Avorfinesse 

Him  fat  is  woundun  al-wey 
In  J)e  lake  of  wrecchednesse 

And  in  fe  ful)je  of  cley.  312 


dtis  qxxi  mtellujit  super  egenum  S;  pmipGrem . 


?3.  40  (41). 


Aue  solis^  ciuitas  qna.m  dauid  erexit, 
De  qua  sol  iibsticie  nuhe  tectus  exit. 
Qui  de  summis  paup&nim  causas  intdlexit 
Ei  egroto  similis  egros  non  despexit. 
Heil  of  Sonne  J»e  cite 

J3at  dauid  reised  on  ende, 
Of  whom  fe  sonne  of  riht,  wuste 

WiJ)  cloude,  hit  gan  forj)  wende ; 
To  ]>e  causes  of  pore  and  meke 

ffrom  heuene  heede  he  tok 

And  made  him  lyk  to  J)e  seke 

And  sek  folk  nouht  forsok. 

euemadmodum  desiderai  cei-uvs  ad  fontes  a<7uaj'um, 
ita  desidevat  amma  mea  ad  te,  deus. 
Aiie  de  qua  pvodeunt  vheiiatis  riui, 
De  qua  in-undans  projluit  aqua  foidis  uiui : 
Peto,  mater,  ueniam,  qui  pev  sordes^  iui  ;      »  ms.  sordis 
ffac  utfontem  siciam  magis  quam  sitini, 

Heil  from  whom  ^  gon  ay  for])        »  ms.  whon 
Kiueers  of  plente  rif. 


313 


316 


320 


Ps.  41  (42). 


321 


Hail  Uion 
Source  of  the 


64      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary !     ( Verse  1  of  Psalms  42—44). 


Ps.  42  (43). 


Hail,  Uiou 
Mollier  of 
our  Judge ! 


Ps.  43  (44). 


Hail,  thon 
Mother  of  our 
Rescuer ! 


324 


329 


332 


336 


Of  whom  flowejj  of  gret  worj) 

jje  watres  of  welle  of  lyf. 
Modur,  ich  aske  nou  fi  merci : 

Bi  fuljjes  liaue  I  gon ; 
Aftur  jjat  welle  mak  me  ])ursti 

Oftur  fen  I  liaue  don.  328 

J'udica  me,  dens,  Sf  discevne  causatn  meam  de  gente 
non  saucta,  ah  homine  iniquo  4"  doloso  erue  me. 
Aue  cuixss,  thalamo  index  est  egressus 
Causas  qui  determinat,  uindicat  ex\c'\essiLs  ; 
Per  quem  mentis  oculus  tenebris  op2)ressus 
Discat  vt  ill  luniine  ponat  suos  gresstis. 
Heil  from  whos  chau?wbre  her 

A  luge  is  for])  passet 
jjat  determine  j)  vr  causes  cler 

And  punissche])  hem  pat  trespasse]? ; 
Beo  whom  of  vr  jjouht  Ipe  ejc, 
WiJ)  derknes  fat  is  ouer-fet, 
Mow  lerne  fenne  wijj  liht  in  hy3e 

His  steppes  forte  set. 
^eus  aurihns  nostris  audiuimns,  patres  nostri  an- 

nuncianerunt  nobis. 
Aue  cuiws,  Jiliiis  jpioiiehit  egentes 
Et  affligif^  imjpvobos  in  nos  insurgentes  :  ^ 
Pie  qtieso  dirigat  nostras  in  se  merdes,      * 
Peprimendo  turbinum  motus  iminentes. 
Heil  whos  worfi  sone 

BringeJ)  for])  neodful,  certeyn, 
And  proude  pnitej)  in  tribulacione 

Jjat  risen  vs  ajeyn. 
Jjat  al  vr  pouhtes  in  to  him 

He  dresse,  I  fe  preye, 
And  refreyn  of  tempest  grim 
}je  sturinges  in  Jjis  weye, 
Ej  yructcmit  cor  meum  vaxbum  bonum  ; 
J2J   mea  regi. 

'  Aue  pev  quam  genitor  vexbum  eructaidt, 
Verbum  quod  hommihxxB  se  confempevauit, 
Qui^  dei  ^  JwminuYo.  fedefi'a  didauit  *  r.  Quod 

Et  pro  nobis  moriens  mortem  relegauif. 


D 


I  MS.  affugit 
cf.  Ps.  43,  V.  8. 


337 


340 


344 

dice  ego  opera 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  45—47.)      65 


345 


348 


Heil  be  whom  bijetere 

A  woi-d  sum  tyme  for])  sende, 
"V^"o^d  fat  to  men  here 
•    Hira-self  tempred  and  bende ; 
)3e  whuche  of  god  and  of  man 

Endited  feire  fe  bonde, 
And  for  us  alle  diede  Jian 

And  dej>  put  out  of  londe.  352 

TPveus  noster  refugium  ^  wirius,  adiutor  in  tribulaci- 
M  ^  oniZ/iis  que  inuenerunt  nos  nimis. 

Aue  tahemaculum.  domini  virtutum, 
In  quo  sumens  dommxis  nostre  ca'niis  lutum, 
Vt  captiuuTo.  redlmat  ope  destitiitum, 
Arcum  furtis  content  Sf  cumhurit  scutum.^      ' 
Heil  of  ]jat  lord  J»e  tabernacle 

Jjat  is  of  vertue  al-way. 
In  whom  he  tok  wijj-oute  obstacle 

Of  vr  flesch  J>e  Clay, 
To  Bugge  a^eiu  fe  wrecched  wiht 

)3at  non  ho]3e  felede  ; 
Of  J)e  strong  he  brak  in  fiht 
j)e  bouwe  and  eke  fe  schelde, 

Omnes  gentes  plaudite  vianibus,  iubilate  deo  in  uoce 
exvltacicmis. 

Aue  cuius  Jilitis  regnat  sujyer  genfes, 
Cains  psallunt  nomini  manihxis  ptlaudeiites. 
lubilemus  igitur  attollendo  mentes, 
Indefe^so  capiti  cristo  adherenfes. 
Heil  whos  sone  so  gent 

Ouer  folk  regnej),  p^j-fey ; 
To  whos  name  men  verrey[me]nt 

Syngyng  wij)  hondes  pley. 
Make  we  nou  love  \vi\)  al  vr  list, 

Yr  ))ouhtes  an  heij  resynge 
To  vr  noble  hetl  crist. 
To  him  euer  cleuynge. 

MAgnvLS  dominit^  4'  laudahili>s  nimis,  in  ciuitafe 
dei  nostri,  in  monte  sancto  tuo.^  » r.  eiu* 

Atie  virgo  generans  regem  sempitermim 
QuiqvLQ  nosier  deus  est,  deus  in  eternumf 

■  VERNON    MS. 


Hail,  tlion 
Mother  «f 
our  Teaclier! 


'.9. 

353 


356 


360 


Hail,  Taher- 
iiaele  of  the 
Lord  »r 
Virtue; 


Ps.  46  (47). 


361 


364 


368 


Hail.  Motlier 
of  the  King 
ofFoU: 


A 


6C      XXIII.     Eail,Mary!     (Vco^se  1  of  Psalms  48— 50.) 

Qui  2JV0  nobis  moriens  spoliat  auernum, 
Solium  nos  faciens  scandere  supernum. 
Hail.  Mother  Heil  Maiden  brinf?in£?e  forb  wib  mood  369 

of  the  Ever-  o     o  r        r 

lasting  King!  j)q  euerlastinge  kyng, 

J3e  whuche  is  vre  god  so  good, 

God  wijj-outen  endyng ;  372 

Ijat  for  us  whon  he  dude  dye,  • 

'Al  to-spoyled  helle, 
To  his  fEadur  trone  on  hi3e 

To  make  us  stye  to  dwelle.  376 

7idite  Jiec  omnes  gentes,  aurihws,  pcvcipite  omnes  qui 

hahitatis  terrain. 
Aue  nostrum  gaudium,  nostre  spes  salufis, 
Per  quam  cecis  redditur  lux,  ^  sermo  mutis : 
Nobis  innocencie  uestibus  extdis 
Eedde  queso  graciam  statumqne  sahdis. 
Hdii.ourJoy,  Heil  vr  loye  bat  art  certeyn,  377 

ami  Hope  ot  -z      r  J     i 

sniv'itioii!  And  eke  hope  of  ur  hele, 

Bi  whom  to  blynde  is  ^olde  ajeyu 

Siht,  and  word  to  doumbe  at  mele  :  380 

To  us  naked  in  Jjis  place 

Of  clojjes  of  innocencie. 
We  preye  fe  gete  us  nou  grace 

And  staat  of  vertues  hyje.  384 

\eus  rfeo?-um  dommus  londus  est,  et  uocauit  terrain. 
Aue  salutarium  summa  gatidionim, 
Saluatorem  geneians  ^  deum  deorvim, 
"Qui  misertus  miseris  4'  consors  eorum 
Cidpas  lauans  pextulit  2^enas  2>QCca.torum. 
Hail,  Sum  of  Heil  summe  of  honour,  385 

Honour ! 

Of  heleful  ioyes  i  calle, 
)3ou  brouhtust  forjj  vr  saueour, 

God  of  goddus  alle,  388 

Jjat  on  wrecches  hedde  Merci 

And  wox  heore  felawe  anon, 
Wasschynge  heore  gultus  witerli 

And  tok  vr  peynes  him  on.  392 

Ps.  50(51).      IW/TIserere  mei  deus,  secundum  magnam  miserlcor- 
I  wM     diam  tuam. 


D 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  51,  52.) 


67 


Hail.  Yemel 
of  Parity  I 


Aue  uiryo  generans,  nostn  miserere, 
Langueacentis  animi  morhos  intuere  ; 
Tu  viiserta  miseris  et  compassa  vere, 
Morhi  causas  auferens  mentihus  medere. 

Heil  Maiden  Mylde  and  meke,  393   Han,  Mai 

mild! 

On  Monkuyude  haue  ;^[e^ci, 
Eueles  of  soules  fat  beo  seke 

Bi-hold  Jjou  witerly ;  396 

Of  wrecches  haue  Merci  verrey  Have  mer 

on  wretch 

And  eke  Compassioun, 
Causes  of  vueles  doynge  a-wey 

To  hele  fouhtes  beo  boun.  400 

g^\aid  gloriaris  in   malicia,  qui  potens  es   in  ini-    ps.5i(i 
\c^.  quitate? 

Aue  uas  vmndicie  continens  vnguentum, 
Veieris  malicie  compriviens  fermentum  : 
Cordis  nostri  comprime  motum  turhulentum, 
Tue  nobis  grade  conferens  augmentum. 

Heil  vessel  of  Clannesse  401 

Holdyng  Oygnement  I-nouh, 
Of  fe  olde  wrecchednesse 

Holdyng  doun  sourdouh,  404 

Jje  mouinges  Jjat  ben  troublos 

Of  vr  herte  refreinynge, 
^iuinge^  of  \\  grace  to  vs  » r.  jiue? 

Euer-more  echynge.  408 

■jr\/a:{i]^  insijnens  in  corde  sua :  non  est  deus. 
JU  Aue  nostri  generis  presens  ad  tutelam : 

Audi  quam  effundimus  gemitus  loqudam  : 
Tu  corrumj/i^  nescia  tolle  cor\i-\uptelam         »  Ms.eorrump* 
Et  morlxysis  mentihus  adhibe  medelam. 

Heil  Jiat  euer  art  present  409 

Yr  kuynde  forte  defende  : 
Here  ur  spcche  wi])  good  entcnt 

]3at  we  forjj  to  J»e  sende  :  412 

)jou  fat  wost  no  coiTupcioun, 

fErom  us  do  bit  a-wey, 
To  seke  poulitus  loke  J)ou  beo  lx>un 

Medicyn  to  do  verrey.  416 


Ps.  5*  (53). 


Hail,  ever- 

present 

Defender! 


68       XXI 1 1.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  53—55.) 


Hnil,  Mother 
of  Die  Son 
equal  to  His 
Futher ! 


Hnil,  Hearer 
of  our 
Prayers ! 


Hail,  Motlier 
of  Forgive- 
ness ! 


417 


MS,  confermed 

420 


1  MS.  expmmeiice 


E 


~W'\eus,  in  nomine  tuo  saluuni  me  fac,  ^  in  ulrtufe 
M  .^  iua  iudlca  me. 

Aue  cuius  Jilius  2yatri  coeqiialis 
Nobis  se  contempQxans  f actus  est  mortalis. 
Nos  exjpQxiencia  doceat  realis 
Quad  in  eius  nomine  saluemur  a  malis. 
Ileil  wlios  soiic  glorious, 

To  his  ffadur  euene, 
HaJ)^  comformed'^  him  to  us    '  ms.  j^at 

1-maad  of  dedly  steuene  : 
Kou  beo  we  tauht  spij^Yualy 

Eeo  experienced  Real, 
Jjat  in  his  nome  ful  sikerly 

Saued  we  ben  from  eueles  alle.  424 

Jxaudi,  dens,  orac'ionem  meam,  ef  ne  despexei-is  de- 
pvQcacionQm  meam  ;  ixdende  michi  et  exaudi  me. 
Aue  secretarium  exaudicionis, 
Nostre  verba  suscipe  deprecacionis 
Nosqne  tue  grade  jjvedotatos  donis 
Ad  diuine  transferas  x>(^<^^'>^^  visionis. 

Heil  J)0u  holy  sacrarie,  425 

Vr  askynges  euer  heryng, 
Vr^  wordus  |jou  take  deuoutly  » r.j^e 

Al-wei  of  vre  preying ;  428 

Vs  also  })at  of  \\  grace 

WiJ3  3iftus  maade  riche  ariht. 
Of  pees  translate  to  fe  place 

Of  heueneliche  siht.  432 

"TI  nriserere  met  dens,  guoniam  conculcauit  me  homo  : 
IwM    tota  die  inpugnans  tribulauit  me. 

Aue  Mater  venie,  potens  misereri : 
la  tuoi-nm  numero  fac  nos  recenceri, 
Et  cum  ventilacio'^  ceperit  habeii,         »  ms.  ventuiacio 
Iram  nobis  tempera  iudicis  seueri. 

Heil  Modur  of  forjifnesse,  433 

Mihti  to  haue  merci : 
Make  us  be  founde  Jjorwh  J)i  godnesse 

Among  J)i  seruauus  herti ;  436 

And  whon  fe  wynewyng  schal  be-ginne 
To  parte  euel  from  good, 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  56—58.)       69 


Tempre  Jjou  |>en  to  us  wif  fi  ginne 

Of  wraffe  fe  lewes^  mod.  >  =jnge'8      440 

ly/riserere  mei  dens,  miserere  mei,  guouiaw  in  te 
J.  Wm     confidit  aniina  mea. 

Aiie  nostri  generis  ix>fens  aduocata  : 
Miserere  miseris,  misereri  nata  ; 
Nos  qui  per  te  canimus  solid  iudicata,^     '  ms.  metUcst-i 
Per  te  solui  petimxxs :  soltie  postulata. 

Heil,  for  J»ou  art  of  monkjTide  441 

An  Aduoket  mihti : 
Haue  merci,  and  haue  in  mynde 

Of  wrecches  fou  haue  merci ;  444 

"We  fat  syngen  J>at  bi  J)e 

]jat  iuged  is  to  paye, 
We  asken  alle  vnboiuide  to  l^e, 
TqI  pay  fat  asked  is  ay^e. 
^y/  uere  utique  iusticiam  loquimini 
y<3  .^^(/  liominum. 

Aue  que  iusticiam  semj>er  es  locuta, 
Cui\xs  ope  demonum  fraus  est  immimda  : 
Senciat  4'  sapiat  pex  te  plehs  adiuta 
Lihertati  pristine  quo\d\  ^  sit  restituta.         '  ms.  quo 
Heil  Jjou  fat  rihtwysnesse 

Hast  i-spoken  al-way, 
Jjorwh  whos  help  fe  queyntenesse 

Of  J?e  fend  is  lulled  ay ; 

)5at  fe  peple  holpen  bco  bi  fe, 

fPeele  fei  hit  in  ccrteyn^ 

J5at  to  fe  furste  liberte        ' 

pei  beo  restored  a^eyn.  456 

TTJripe  me  de  iiiimicis  meis,  dens  mens,  et  ah  insur- 
_mJJ   gentibns  in  me  libera  me. 

Aue  mater  nesciens  in  delicto  thonim, 
Ad  qnam  damat  iu/jitelr]  turhajiliomm  : 
Nos  a  mails  eripe,  quos  a  uia  mm'ma. 
Detorquere  satagit  tractus  vicioirLia. 

Heil  modur  fat  uost  sikerliche  457 

Trespas  don  abedde, 
To  whom  f  e  peple  bisiliche 

Grief  and  longe  haf  gredde  :  460 


T.\xm  448 

recte^  indicate    ps.  57(58). 

•  r.  recta 


449     HaiI,Si«ifcer 
of  Kighteous- 


452 


Ps.  58  (50). 


70      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary !     ( Verse  1  of  Psalms  59—61.) 

Lyuere  vs  from  eueles  euenchon, 

"Whuche  from  good  maner 
Vs  to  wij»-drawe  is  bisy  mon 

j)e  drauht  of  vices  her.  464 

Ps.  59  (60).       'Tr\eus,  repulisti  nos  ^*  dest[7-]uxlsti  nos,  iratus  es  ei 
m    '  misertus  es  nobis. 

Aue  pev  qna,m  deltas  came  palliata 
Idumeam'^  visitat  corrigens  errata :        '  cf.  Ps.  so,  v.  a. 
Tihi,  mater,  iugiter  psallat  plehs  renata, 
Dei  participio  per  te  sociata. 
Hail,  inoar-  Heil  beo  whom  be  godhed  465 

nalressof  n        ,  ,         , 

God!  In  vr  liesch  was  laced, 

So  Idumeam  he  visyted 

To  mende  |)at  hedde  trespaced  :  468 

To  fe,  Modur  of  worschipe, 

SyngeJ)  peple  fat  cristen  is, 
jjat  to  Godus  felaschipe 

Jjey  mowe  beo  ioyned  in  blis.  472 

xatidi,  deus,  deprecacionem  meam,  intende  ora- 
cioni  mee. 

Atie  lux  exposita  loco  pTeminenti, 
Lux  illustrans  omnia  radio  patenti  : 
Nos  a  malis  omnihus  serues  in  lixesenti, 
Lumen  verum  conferens  nuhilose  menti. 

Heil,  Jjou  hast  sent  for])  liht  473 

Ligi'tf  In  place  most  principal, 

Liht  euer  schynynge  briht 

Wijj  open  bem  ouer-al :  476 

Kep  us  from  vuel  ]3at  us  haj)  souht, 

"Whil  J>at  we  dwellen  here, 
3iuynge  to  vre  derke  Jjouht 

Verrey  liht  and  clere.  480 

Ps.  61  (62).      "m  T'Onne  deo  subieda  erit  anima  mea  ?  ah  ips,o  enim 
_i_  \    salutare  meum. 

Aue  pQX  quam  deltas  pevegre  pvofecta 
Visitauit  exules,  nuhe  carnis  tecfa : 
Nostra  per  te  deo  sit  anima  subieda, 
Ad  soluendas  domino  grates  cireumspeda. 
Hail,  Moti)er  Heil  bco  whom  be  godhed  481 

of  the  God  .-,       ■ 

Went  for])  a-pilgrimage 


E 


Hail,  far 
sliiiiiiij 


will 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mai-y!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  62—64..}       71 


And  ])e  flemed  visyted, 

Huled  wif  fflesch  of  age  :  484 

)3orwh  jje  vr  soules  to  God,  ladi, 

Soget  beo  fei  and  meke, 
To  Jjonke  vr  lord  ful  hertily 

Ay  to^  beo  bisy  eke.  » r.H?  488 

deus  mem,  ad  fe  de  hice  vigilo. 

Aue  vite  palndum,  virginum  lucerna, 

Quam  plus  ditat  ceteris  grracia  supovna  : 
Pietate  filijs  subtieni  matema, 
Ssmctitatts  adipe  sacians  intermt. 

Heil,  J)OU  art  code  of  lyf,  489 

And  Maydens  eke  lanteme  ; 
Whom  bi-foren  ojjur  riche  and  rif 

HaJ>  maad  Jje  grace  of  heuene  :  492 

Help  J)i  sones  of  J)i  godnesse 

As  Modur  of  pite, 
ffuUyng  hem  of  J>i  fatnesse 

Of  inward  saunctite.  496 

~WJJxaudi,  deus,  oracione??i  meam  cum  depi-ecor :  a 
_J0J   tiniore  inimici  eripe  animam  meam.    i  ms.  quam 

Aue  virgo  genexans  pax  quem'^  defecerunt 

Hij  qui  velud  gladium^  linguas  acueruid  ^  ;     *  ms.  giadij 

Qui  tendentes  laqueos,  in  qiios  indderuvd,     *  cf.  Ps.  63,  v.  3. 

Ex  defectu  pvoprio  nobis  p\}'\ofu£runt}  >  ms.  posuerunt 

Heil  Mayden,  him  forf  bringynge  497 

Be  whom  al  J)ei  dude  fayle 
)5at  hedden  tonges  of  scharpyngc 

As^  swerd  fat  keruej)  Mayle ;        »  ms.  And      500 
J3ei  maden  panters  for  o]jur  men 

And  fullen  in  to  fe  same ; 
Of  heor  oune  defaute  fen 

To  vs  fe  profyt  came.  504 

TE  decet  ymnus,  deus,  in  syon,  et  tibi  reddetur 
uotum.  in  lernsalem. 
Aue  per  quam  deitas,  carnis  indumento 
Tecta,  curat  morhidum  gi-ncie  fornenfo  : 
Queso  fac  ut  centupli  gaudens  incremGwto     '  ms.  tbIH  uon 
Hahundare  vcdeam  vallium^  fi-umento?    *  ct  p».  g4,  r.  is. 


Hail,  Maid( 
MoUier  of 
Cliriut ! 


72       XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  65—67.) 


Hail,  tl.ou 
wliiiin  Qud 


Heil  forwh  whom  godhed  i-wis  505 

took  flesh!  Of  Vie  flesch  tok  clo)jinge, 

fforte  helen  us  of  seknis 

jjorwh  his  grace  helpynge.  508 

)?at  i  niou,  loynge.  pvei  i  )?e, 

An  hundredfold  of  encrece  and  hete, 
Haue  plentiuouse  charite 

Of  \q  valeye  of  whete.  512 

p3. 65  (66).       ~M~  Vbilate  deo  omnis  tevra,  psalmum.  dic'ite  woiniiu'  eim, 
§     date  gloriam  laudi  eius. 

Aue  v'lvgo  generans  phhis  salutare, 
CuivLS  laudes  resonent  celum,  terra,  mare, 
Qui  naturam  hominis  nolens  exaltare 
Moriendo  voluit  mortem  terminare. 
Hail, Mother  Heil  Mayden,  bi'ingyng  forj)  513 

Saviour!  Of  folk  Jjc  helfe,  parde, 

Of  whos  heryiiig  sounen  in  worp 

Heuene,  Erjje  and  Se^  516 

Him  ])at  al  monkynde 

Wolde  en-haunce  wel  hije, 
And  so  for  us  eke  dyiuge 

Put  out  de))es  eije.  520 

Va.  66  (67).       ~jn\eus  misereatu.v  mjstri  ^  benedicat  nobis :  ilhmnnet 
M  ^  uultum  suuvsx  super  nos  ^  misereatuT  nostn. 

Auepev  qnsim  miser  is  deus  miseretur, 
Per  guam^  nostri  generis  scehis  aholetur :      *  r.  quem  ? 
Per  te  sic  miseria  nostra  releueftir 
Vt  injinem  gaudio  uero  pQxmutetur. 
Hail. Channel  Heil  borwh  whom  God  hab  muynde  521 

ofMeiey!  '  1  l     u  • 

On  -Nvrecches  and  ha])  merci, 
)5orwh  whom  al  Monkynde 

Claused  is  fat  was  gulti :  524 

Beo  fe  al  vr  wrecchednis 

So  beo  releued  a-wey 
)3at  in  to  Jje  ende  of  ^  ioye  and  blis        » r.  wij>? 
hit  beo  chaunged  verrey.  528 

Ps.  67  (68).      ~jr7Jxurgat  dens  ^  dissipentav  inimici  eius,  ^  fugiaut 
gfj   qui  oderunt  eum  a  facie  eius. 

Aue  de  qua  natus  est  triumpthator  mortis, 
Detis  ex  te  pixxticeps  f actus  it^stre  sort  is, 


XXfll.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  68—70.)       73 

Qui  captiuos  eruens  ah  inferni  partis 
Reddat  nos  consorcio  ceHce  coJimiis. 

Heil  of  -vvhom  boren  Avas  her  529   Haii,  Mother 

of  Death's 

He  fat  de])  ouercom,  conqueror! 

God  of  fe  vr  parciner 

Was  maad  and  vre  lot  nom.  532 

He  fat  wrecches  AviJ?  -vvorschip 

Lyuered  fro  jates  of  helle, 
Eestore  vs  to  fe  felascliip 

WiJ)  heuenlich  folk  to  dwelle.  536 

^fAhium  me  fac  dens,   quoniam   Intmueruwt   aqxie.     ps.  68(69). 
/^  usqViQ  ad  animam  meam. 

Aue  Stella  fulgida,  stella  salutaris, 
Stella  de  qua  pvodijt  radius  Solaris : 
Mentis  pelle  tenehras,  nee  nos  paciaris 
Ahsorlteri  fluctihxxs  procellosi  maris.^      i  cf.  Ps.  es,  v.  le. 

Heil  fou  sterre  schynyng  briht,  537   Haii.  star  of 

Of  vr  liele  ])ou  art  sterre  ; 
Sterre  frona  whom  went  forj)  riht 

f)e  Sonne-Beem,  our  lierre  :  biO 

Jje  derknesses  of  vr  fouht 
Make  Jjou  a-wey  to  fle  ; 
J)at  we  be  swolewed,  sufFre  Jk)u  nouhfc, 

Wij)  tempestes  of  fe  see.  544 

~W~\eiis  in  adiutorium  meiim  intende,  domine  ad  adiu-    Ps.  es  (7o). 
_jJL/  naiubim  me  festina. 

Aue  vallis  humilis,  in  qnam  cum  descendit 
Deus  vents,  Abrahe  semen  aiiprehendit, 
Et  sic  adiutorium.  miseris  inpendit 
Conterendo  laqueos  hostis  quos  tetendif. 

Heil  valeye  of  humilite,  645   Haii.  Vaney 

T  1  -L         t         1  of  Humility! 

In  whom  whon  fer  doun  cam 
Verrey  God  fat  tok  of  ])e 

)3e  seed  of  Abraham,  648 

On  such  maner  he  3af  helpyn[g] 

To  wrecches  fat  weoren  in  wer, 
\)e  panters  al  to-brekyng 

J3at  vre  Enemy  made  heer.  552 

Jh  te  domine  spemui,  nan  confundar  in  etetnum  ;  in     Ps.  70  (71). 
iusticia  tua  lihQxa  me  <J-  eripe  me. 


74        XXIII.     Hail; 


!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  71,72.) 


Tliou  art  oiir 
Itefuge. 


Hail,  tliou 
Kuin  of 
Heaven ! 


the  3  Kiiiga 
gave  gills! 


Ps.  72  (73). 


553 


556 


Aue  vite  ianua,  speciem'^  virtuHs,  '  r. 

Pvotedorem  generans  ope  destihiUs : 
Nostrum  sis  refugium,  nostre  spes  saluHs} 
Per  qnam  dure  soluitur  iugnm  seruitutis. 
Heil  3ate  of  lyf  wi]?  honour, 
Of  vertues  ])ou  art  spice, 
Bringyng  forf  fe  protectoxir 

To  he]i)]es  Jjorw  vice ; 
]io\\  art  refuyt  to  eueri  age, 

Hope  of  hele  i-founde, 
Jjorwli  whom  now  of  bondage 

J3e  harde  30k  is  vnbounde.  560 

~jr\eus,  indicium  tuum  regi  da,  et  iustlciam  taavi 
M  ^  filio  regis. 

Aue  cell  pluuia  vellus  iroratum,'^      » of.  Ps,  71,  v.  c. 
Imlumentum  pxeparans  regi  2'>urpuratum, 
Qui  se  nostri  generis  gerens  adiiocatum 
ffecif^  Jinem  litihus,  fiiiem  pevheatum. 
Heil,  of  heuene  Jiou  art  reyn. 
And  fleos  wif  dewh  i-wet, 
Clojjing  of  purpre  fou  art,  certeyn, 

To  J)at  kyng  arayed  and  met, 
Jjat  him-self  to  vr  kuynde 

Schewed  him  so  Aduoket, 
Of  alle  stryues  made  an  ende, 
In  blisse  vs  forte  set. 
"^Aue  cuius  Jilio  gens  ah  Orients 
Trina  trino  detulit,  stella  pxQcedente  ; 
Sic  iunctura  fidei  duos  u\n\iente, 
Liherauit  pauperem,  dens  a  potente.^ 
Heil  [to]  whos  sone  gent 
Jjreo  kynges  fro  J>e  Est 
Comen  feire  wij)  heore  p?*esent, 

A  sterre  hem  ladde  best ; 
So  |je  ioynture  of  Jje  fey 

Twi3en  fen  onynge, 
God  Jie  pore  lyuered  a  way 

ffrom  Jje  mihti  nuwynge.^ 
\uam  bonus,  israel,  deus  hijs  qui  redo  sunt  corde  J 
Aue  virgo  generans  orhis  architectuni, 


'  MS.  ffeiit 

561 


564 


568 

1  Tliis  stanza  i-efers  to 
Po.  71,  V.  9—12,  but  is 
lieaded  in  the  MS.  by 
Ps.  72  (Quani  Ixnius), 
and  so  the  next  Qua- 
trains till  Ps.  78  have 
the  wrong  heading. 
I  cf.  Ps.  71,  V.  12. 

569 


Q 


■  ags.  niowunga  anew 


572 


.576 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  \  of  Psalms  ^^,1^)        75 


Qui  dum  mortis  moriens  teimtnat  effectum, 

Mentis  nostre  gressibus  iter  parat  rectum,      >  cf.  Ps.  -s,  v.  7. 

Vt  nequaquam  transeanf  cordis  in  affectum.^ 

Heil  Mayden,  for  fou  him  beer  577 

)5at  al  fe  world  do]j  keuere ; 
)3at  for  vs  alle  dy3inge  lieer 

dej)  destroyed  for  euere ;  580 

Jje  rihte  wey  a-rayed  so 

to  steppus  of  vr  foulite, 
ffor  we  schiilde  on  nowyse  go 

As  men  fat  no-fing  rouhte.  584 

Ft  quid,  dens,  rejmlisti  in  finem  i  iraftts  est  furor 
tuns  stiper  ones  pascue  tue  ? 
Aiie  cuius  filiiis  operans  salutem 
In  tem-arum  medio,^  mouet  ad  uirtutem.    »  ef.  Ps.  73,  v,  12. 
Enimjmosam  remoue,  mater,  seruitutem, 
Presens  ut  exilium  gaudio  pemiutem. 

Heil  whos  sone  has  wrouht  585 

Al  vr  hele  sponnewe, 
)5at  in  fe  myddes  of  eorfe  vs  souht 

To  meone  us  to  vertue.  588 

Eeniuwe  Jjou,  Modur  gentil, 
Bondage  from  vr  graunge, 
Jjat  we  mowen  vre  exil 

Wi])  loye  of  heuene  chauuge.  592 

^^onfitehimur  tihi,  deus,  covfitehimur,  et  inuocabimus 
\^    nomen  tuum.  * 

Aue  cuius  gracia  iieniam  7n,eretur 
ffidem  qui  catholicam  pie  confitetur : 
Tuis,  Virgo,  merit  is  precibusque  defur 
Vt  quod  Eua  perdidit  per  te  reformetur. 

Heil  forwh  whos  grace  may  haue  593 

ffor3iiienes  verreyliche 
He  fat  \q  holy  feij)  wol  saue 

And  knowleche  hit  mekeliche  :  596 

)5orwh  J)i  merit,  mayden  dere, 

To  vs  beo  hit  ijiue 
)jat  hit  beo  refoormed  here 

Jpat  lost  was  forwh  Eue.  600 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  Crea- 
tor! 


Hail,  Mother 
of  our 
Purifier  1 


Ps.  74  .75)1 


Hail.Cliauiid 
of  Forgive- 
ness! 


76      XXI II.     HaiU  Mary!    (Veo^se  1  of  Psalms  75—77.) 

P8.75(76).      lyTO^Jis  iti  luclea  deus,  in  Israel  magnum  noraen 

J^  \    eius. 

Aue  per  qnam  dominus  pietate  motm 

Humilis  apparuit  in  iudea  notus  : 

ffortem  redde  spixitmn,  frangens  carnis  motus, 

Vt  denote  seruiat  tihi  toti  totus. 
Hail,  Channel  Heil  boiwh  whoiii  be  lord  of  miht  601 

of  I'ity !  '  ' 

Was  stured  wip  pite, 
And  schewed  him  meke  to  mo?mes  silit 

And  knowen  Avas  in  Iiidee  :  604 

Mak  ])ou  vs  of  spirit  strong, 

Sturynges  of  flesche  brekyng, 
)3at  we  ben  alle  wij?  lierte  and  tong 

Deuout  to  Jje  sei-uyng.  608 

Ps.  76(77).      TT'Oce  mea   ad  domimim  damaui ;   voce  mea  ad 
f^     deum,  Sf  intendit  michi. 

Aue  mater  grade,  gemmis  redimita, 
Mater  per  qnam  panp&mm  uox  est  exaiidita  : 
Tuus  nobis  films  in  jyvesenti  tnta 
Via  sit  ^  Veritas  infiduro  sita. 
Hiiii,  Moiiier  Heil  modur  of  grace  i  calle  J^e  fen,  609 

Scliinyng  as  precious  stones, 
Modur  jjorwh  whom  of  fe  pore  men 

Jje  vols  is  herd  at  ones  :  612 

To  vs  fi  sone  of  worfinesse 

In  ])is  lyf  hoi  and  some 
Beo  he  bofe  wey  and  so))fastnesse 

ffor  lyf  fat  is  to  come.  616 

Ps.  77  (78).  J  ttendite  popule  mens  legem  raeam,  inclinatc  aurem 

_^£l_   uestxam  in  uevha  oris  met.  » cf.  ps.  77,  v.  2i «. 

Aue  teira  glorie  germinans  frumentum} 
Animabus  eonferens  uite  nxdrimentmw^     *  cf.  Ps.  77,  v.  25. 
dnod  in  crucis  cornibus  a  iudeis  tentuia. 
Moriendo  centupli  tnlit  incrementtim. 
jiaii,  Thou  Heil,  fou  noble  lond  of  blis  617 

liiVss  i"  Whete  wel  f eir  borionyng, 

To  mennes  soules  fou  3iuest  i-wis 

Of  lyf  fe  norisschyng,  620 

Jjat  on  fe  homes  of  J)e  Croys 
lewes  helden  wif-outen  les ; 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  78-80.)       77 


D 


Dy^inge  he  jaf  wijj-outen  noys^  »  ms.  uoys 

An  Imndred-fokl  encrees.  624 

eus,  tietievunt  gentes  in  hereditatem  tuam,  x>olhie- 

runt  templum  sa,nctnm  tinim,posiie7-\mt  iernsalem 

171  2?[omorura]  c[ustodiain]. 
^Heil  from  whom  went  for])  \)0 

\)e  ffadur  of  fadurles, 
"Whos  temple  defouled  also 

\)e  peple  of  corsudnes  : 
loyne  \>i  seruauns  euerichon 

To  holi  cumpaygnye ; 
\)i  sones  take  in  possession 

|3at  peyned  ben  heer  to  dye.^ 


Latin  Quatrain  to  Ps.  78 
wanting. 


628 


cf.Ps.78,  V.  11.    632 


Ps.  78  (79). 


Hail,  Moflier 
of  tlie  Fatlier 
of  the 
Fatherless ! 


Hiiil,  thou 
Lijflit  "f 
FaiUi ! 


Qui  regis  israel,  intende ;  qui  deducis  uelud  ouem     P!'.79(ao), 
Iosep?i. 

Aue  lumen  fidei,  gumma  spei  certe, 
Caritatis  vinculum  ;  veritatis  per  te 
Via  nobis  paruit :  quew  nos  coimette^     '  cf.  ps.  79.  v.  4. 
Et  ne  mala  videant,  oculos'^  aiierte.  »  ms.  ououios 

Heil,  ])ou  art  J)e  liht  of  feij),  633 

And  vr  he3e  hope,  pa?*de, 
And  eke  of  Charite,  men  seijj, 

\)Q  bond.     Jjerfore  )>orwh  pe  636 

Of  sojjnesse  to  us  fe  weye 

Was  schewed.    we  preye  pe  now, 
Conuej-te  us,  fat  wij)  vr  eije 

Seo  vueles  we  ne  mow.  640 

Mj  yxidtate  deo  adiutori  nostra,  iuhilate  dec  iacoh. 
J2J   ■^'"■^  cuius  Jilitcs  dexfera  potenii 

Ah  egipti  copliino'^  suos  in  present i    '  cf.  p».  so,  v.  7. 
Liheramlo  reficit  adipe  frumenti, 
Et  de  petra  saciat  vielle  profluenti.^       » cf.  Ps.  so,  v.  17. 
Heil  whos  sone  fyn  641 

WiJ)  his  mihti  honde 
ffrom  Egiptus  cofyn 

Diliuered  us  her  in  londe,  644 

After  pat  vs  refetyng 

Wib  be  ter'  of  whete,  *  'teerofflowre,  amolnm,' Pr.  Purp. 

And  of  Jje  stou  houy  flowyng 

ffuUed  vs  at  mete.  648 


Hnil,  Mother 
of  our 
Deliverer ! 


78      XXIII.     Hail,  Mary !     ( Verse  1  of  Psalms  81—83.) 


Hail,  Mother 
of  tlie  Judge 
of  Princes! 


r».  82  (83). 


Hail,  thou 
Maker  of  God 
like  Mail ! 


Ps.  83  (84). 


D 


\etis  stetit  in  synagoga  cZewiim,  in  medio  autem 
diiudicat. 
Aue  ciw'us  filius  stetit  in  deornm 
Synagoga,  iudicans  pxincipes  eonxxa  ; 
Qui  pupillos  re/ouens  spes  est  egenornm,^     » of.  Ps.  si,  v.  s. 
Nos  adoptans  erigit  in  spem  jiliorxxax. 

Heil,  whos  deore  sone  stod  649 

In  )je  Synagoge  of  goddes 
And  iuged  fer  wi])  stille  mood 

Princis  lyuynge  as  dogges ;  652 

And  foode  3af  to  J>e  faderles, 

And  hope  eke  to  neodi ; 
Vs  to  his  sones  he  dude  purches 

In  to  hope  on  hy^.  656 


D 


ictis,  qnis  similis  erit  tihi  ?  ne  taceas  Tieqne  com- 
pescaris,  deu^. 
Aue  pex  quam  nobis  est  similis  effedm 
Detis,  index  li07ninum paeiens  ^  rectus: 
Purga  concieTicias,  ordinans  affedus, 
Vt  non  nobis  noceat  noster  inperfectiis. 

Heil  forwh  whom,  as  we  haue  mj'nde,  657 

To  us  is  maad  nou  lyke 
God,  fat  iuge  is  of  nionkynde, 

Suflfring  and  rihtful  eke  :  660 

Purge  fou  vr  concience. 

And  ordeyne  vre  delyt, 
J?at  us  greue  noujt  vre  offence 

Of  wrecches  in-pa^-fyt.  664 

Qua77i  dilecta   tabovnacula   tua,  c^omi^ie  vhiutum: 
concupiscit  Sf  deficit  anima  mea  in  atria  domhii. 
Aue  tabernaculum  facta  deitatis. 
In  quo  saluat  secuZu??i  cristui-  a  peccatis : 
Solus  queso  vincidum  nostre  prauifatis, 
Prestans  habitaculum.  noue  claritatls. 

Heil  tabernacle  cler  665 

Maade  of  ])e  godhed, 
In  whom  crist  saued  fe  world  her 

ffrom  synne  and  wrecchedhed  :  668 

])Q  bond,  we  preye  fe,  vnbynde 
Of  vre  schrewednesse, 


XXIIL     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  %4i—SQ.)      79 

•  And  3if  us  place  to  vre  dwellynge  : 

]5at  is  of  newe  clemesse.  672 

'jryenedixisti  doxmne  terrain  tuam,  auertisti  captiui-     p».si(85). 
J^  tatem  iacoh. 

Aue  terra  grade  fec7imlata  doni.^, 
None  fructtim  pro/erens  henediccionis : 
Nostrum  desideritim  fades  in  bonis, 
Nos  a  maJis  eximens  praiie  nacionis. 

Heil  noble  eorbe  of  "race  673   Haii,  Land 

'  ^  full  of  bliss! 

jjonvh  ^iftus  "wel  arrayed, 
To  bringe  for))  frnyt  in  luytel  space 

Of  newe  blessyng  assayed  :  676 

]>o\\  schalt  make  al  vre  desyr 

In  godnesse  to  be  stede  ; 
Of  al  vuel  quenche  fou  ])e  fyr 

And  eke  of  Avikkedhede.  680 

JNcUna  domine  anrem  tuam  ^  exaudi  me,  quoniam     Ps.  k  (86;. 
inops  ^  pauper  sum  ego. 
Aue  uite  specidum,  uirgmum  regiva, 
Quam  lustrauit  vndique  gra.cia  diuina : 
Aurem  tuam  pauperum  precilms  inclina, 
Quos  inuoluit  misere  sordivm  sentiua. 

Heil  J)ou  cler  myrour  of  lyf,  681   nwi.  Mirror 

Of  Maydens  ))ou  art  queene, 
"Whom  gi"ace  of  heuene  ouer-al  ful  ryf 

Schynyng  schewed  schene  :  684 

Beende  fyn  eres  bisyliche 

To  pore  mennes  prey  ere, 
]5e  whuche  ben  wrapped  wrecchedliche 

In  fulfe  and  serwe  in-feere.  688 

M , yundamenta    eins    in    mx)ntih\\s    Sanctis.-    diligit    P8.8c^87). 
Jj     dominus  portas  syon  supex  omnia  tahernacula 

iacoh. 
Atie  dei  ciuitas,  cuius  fundamentum 
Samarites  construit,  qui  nos  in  iumenfum 
Semhiiuos  [subleuans]  plagis  dat  vnguenfum, 
Viuo'^  legis  wlhihens  grade  f omentum. 

Heil  cite  of  god  and  man,    » r.  vino:  cf.  i.uo.  lo,  ?,».    689   Haii.citj  of 
Of  whuche  fe  foundement  jiau?" 


692 


696 


Hail,  Motlier 
of  our  Lord ! 


80       XXIII.     Bail,  Mary !     ( Verse  1  of  Psalms  87—89.) 

Buylded  fe  Samaritan,  • 

Jjat  us  vppon  his  iunient 
Sette  fat  br[o]n3t  was^  neih  [of]^  dawe, 
And  ^af  us  vnement,  i  r.  war     »  m 

Eching  to  hem  ]jat  lyuen  beo  lawe, 
Of  grace  help  verrement. 
r8.87(88).       ~r\omi7ie  cleus  salutis  mee,  in  die  damaui  et  node 
JL^  cormn  te. 

Aue  mater  domini  qui  spes  esP  salutis,        '  ms.  & 
Qui  contriuit  moriens  iug\m\  seniitutis  : 
luua  nos  in  tempoxe  no&tre  senedufis, 
Nos  in  celuni  suhhuans  gradibns  vivtutis. 
Heil  Modur  of  [|)e]  lord  and  kyng, 

)3at  hope  art  of  vr  hele, 
J3e  whuche  brae  in  his  dy3ing 

Of  bondage  3okkes  fele  : 
Help  us  nou  wijj  J)i  preying — 

We  ben  in  f  ul  gret  age ; 
In  to  heuene  vs  up  liftyng 
Jjorwh  vertus,  stage  vp  stage. 

71  /J^*^^*"*"^o''^*^<^  domini  in  eternum  cantaho. 
I  Wm     Aue  nostri  genevis  terminans  lamentum, 

Per  qa&m  rex  disposuit  uite  testamentum :  ^ 
Gregem,  tuis  latulibus  iugiter  interitum  >  cf.  Ps.  88,  v.  20. 

Non  2')auere  facias  iudids  aduentum. 
Heil  of  Monkynde  ende  makyng 

Of  alle  servve  and  stryf, 
)?orwh  whom  disposet  ha})  vr  kyng 

}5e  Testament  of  lyf  : 
Jjis  folk  Jjat  in  fyn  herying 

Heer  trauayle))  day  bi  day, 
Mak  fat  fei  haue  no  dredyng 
Whon  luge  schal  come  ve>Tay. 
'J~\omine,  refugium  fadus  es  nobis,  a  generadone  in 
_l^  generadonem. 

Aue  que  refugium  fada  despeixdis 
Procellose  comprimis  motus  tempestatis : 
Paca  nos  ^  applica  jwrtubus  optatis, 
Vultul'^  nos  offefrens  summe  trinitatis.  >  ms.  VuUru 


697 


700 


704 


Hail,  Eiider 
of  tsorrow ! 


705 


708 


712 


XXIIL     Hail,  Mai-y!     {Verse  1  of  Psahns  90—92.)       81 


713 


16 


720 

in  protectione 


Heil,  for  fou  art  help  ful  good 

To  hem  )jat  liaii  non  hope ; 
j3ou  a-batest  pe  grete  flood, 

In  tempest  wbon  we  ben  lope  : 
To  J)at  liauene  J)ou  vs  brynge 
)?at  ay  desjie  scbulde  we, 
In  to  J5e  siht  vs  offringe 
Of  Jje  heije  Trinite. 
y^Mi  habitat  in  adiutorio  altissimi. 
\ctr,  '^^  <^^^*  commorabitur. 

Aue  qmnn  inliahitat  vQvhum  caro  factum, 
Qui  collapsos  uetiti  ligyii  per  contactum 
No8  fecisse  condolens  cum  inferno  jxidum, 
Ligno  vite  reparat  figuli  nets  fradum.^      » cf.  Ps.  i,  v.  9. 
Heil  in  wbom  word  made  flesch  721 

Dwellef,  J)at  haf  moixrnyng 
Of  faUyng  of  Monkynde  so  nesch, 

fforboden  a  treo  touchyug  ;  724 

)3at  boubte  mon  fro  pyne  of  hel, 
]3at  ))(?/•  scbulde  baue  bi  stoke ; 
"WiJ>  J)e  treo  of  lyf  be  heled  wel 

]?e  vessel  fat  was  broke.  728 

"trymum  ed  confiteri  dovaxno,  et  psuUere  nomini  tuo, 
f3  altis&ime. 

Aue  per  qusLin  domino  pie  confitemur, 
Guiu.<  pie  veniam  conseqtii  meremur  : 
Tuid'  Sanctis  pxccihus,  mater,  adiuuemur, 
Vt  cum  cristo  iugiter  tecum  gloriemur. 
Heil  Jjorwb  whom  to  god  mekeliche 

Men  make  confession, 
And  aftur  fat  mercifuliche 
GraunteJ)  us  remission : 
Modur,  Jjorwh  fi  preyere 

Beo  we  so  liolpen  a-way,i  » 

)jat  wij)  crist  and  fe  i-fere 
loye  we  mowe  haue  ay. 
~M~\pminvs  regnauit,  decorem  induttis  est  ; 
M  X  domiausfoditudinem.  ^- pxecinxit  se. 

Atie  j^er  qnam  domimis  induens  decorem 
Matris  Eue  moriens  terminat  merorem, 

VERXON    MS. 


H.<iil.  Help  of 
the  Despair- 
ing! 


729 


732 


al-way  ? 


736 
indutus  est 


Ps.  90  (91). 


Hail.  Dwell- 
iiig  of  Christ ! 


Ps.  91  (92), 


Hail,  fair 
(ianiieiit  of 
tiodl 


82       XXIII.     Hail,  Mm-y !     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  93—95.) 

Prime  nos  ariginis  uocans  ad  honorem, 
Immo  statum  reuocans  multo  meliorem. 

Heil  jjorwh  whom  God  closing  737 

Of  feirnesse  tok  at  morwe, 
Of  Eue,  vr  modur,  for  us  dying 

He  endet  al  Jie  sorwe,  740 

Callynge  a3ein  vs  to  honour 

Of  vr  furst  springyng  forjj, 
And  us  sette,  soffring  hard  schour, 

In  staat  muche  more  worf.  744 

#  \eus  ulcionum  dominus  ;  deus  ulcio7iuin  Hbere  egit. 
m  /  Aue  mater  domini  miseracionum, 

Mea  delens  crimina  i^isiium  da  honum, 
Vt  astare  valeam  gaudetis  ante  tionum, 
Cum  in  finem  veneTit  deus  vlcionum. 

Heil  modur  of  \q  lord  745 

Of  Merci  fat  is  parfyt : 
Do  wey  my  synnes  of  dedes^  and  word,        '  r.  dede 
And  3if  me  good  spirit,  748 

jjat  I  may  stonde  wijj  cher  gladyng 

To-fore  fe  trone  of  Wis, 
Whon  god  schal  come  at  fe  endyng 

To  venge  dedes  mis.  752 


Ps.  93  (94). 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  l.oid 
of  Mercy ! 


F 


enite,  exultemus  dou\\no, 
nostra. 


iubilemtis  dao  salutari 


Pa.  95  (9C). 


Per  quern  datur  Sahljaim^t  uere  requiei 
Hie  est  qui  nos  liber  at  anno  iubilei^  : 
Vnde  nee  in-merito  iubilamus  ei. 

Heil  modur  meke  wi])-oute  debat, 
Heil  modur^  of  Ihe^'U  crist,       ' 
Jjorwh  whom  to  us  Jje  Sabat 

Is  3iuen  of  verrey  rist  ^ ;  » 

He  hit  is  fat  lyuerejj  vs 
In  J)e  jeer  of  lubilee  : 
)?erfore  vchon  as  men  ioyus 
To  him  nou  synge  we. 
^^antate  (^omiwo  canticum.  noimm,  aintate  t 
\_^    omnis  terra. 


cf.  Ps.  94,v.  10,  11. 

753 

iiiodur  of  modur  of 

.iht  756 


GO 
7omi7io 


XXIII.     Hail,  Mary!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  96,  97.)        83 


Aue  per  qnam  domino  nouit  decaniare 
Nouum  teira  canticum.  laudans  scdutare  ; 
Qui  nos,  cum  redierit  orbem  salutare,^       cf'ps.'gs! 
Sumini  patris  ouibvLs  velit  agregare. 
Heil  )}orwh  whom  to  vr  lord 

Men  han  lerncl  to  synge 
A  newe  song  wij)  vols  and  word 

Of  lielefe  hiuf  liery[i]nge, 
J3at  he^  wole,  whon  lie  come|)  ajeyn        >  om. 

\)e  world  forte  grete, 
His  ffadres  schep  fen  in  certeyn 
To-gedere  lie  wol  gete. 
~W~\o)nimis   regnauit :   exultet   terra,    letetdur 
_jLA  muUe. 

Aue  cuinsjilius  regnans  sine  fyne 
Egrotanti  factum  est  auctor  medicine, 
Qui  naturam  hominis  vniens  diuine 
Jit  pev  moiiis  tetminum.  tevminus^  ruine. 
Heil  whos  sone  in  pouste 
KegneJ)  wiji-outen  ende, 
To  syke  men  mad  is  he 

Medicyn,  hem  to  mende ; 
)5e  whuche  of  monkynde  and  diuyn 

^laade  an  onynge, 
And  in  his  dyjinge  dude  terniyn 
)5e  terme  of  vre  fallynge. 
g^antate  dom\nx)  canticum   noutim,  quia 
\_J  fecit. 

Aue  qxiQ  liUdinis  non  sensisti  motion, 
Per  quam  fecit  domimis  salutare  notum,^     i  cf.  Ps. 
Qui,  qvAjd  erat  liomxais,  assumendo  tottim 
Ergo  se  contemperat,  sanet  ut  egrotwn. 
Heil  J?ou  fat  of  lecherie 

ffeledest  neiier  no  sturyng ; 
)3orwh  fe  fe  lord  of  glorie 

Maade  hole  to  vr  knowyng  : 
He  tok  al  fing  him  vppon 

J3at  was  of  Monkuynde  eke, 
fforte  helen  hem  euerichon 
J3at  in  soule  weren  seke. 


761 


•64 


768 
insvle 


MS.  terminis 

769 


Hiiil,  Causer 
of  our  new 
Song! 


772 


776 
mirahilia 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  Ever- 
lasting King ! 


Ps.  97  (96). 


777 


780 


784 


Hail,  pare 
Virgin! 


84     XXIII.    Hail,  Mai-y!     {Verse  1  of  Psalms  98—100.) 


85 


788 


792 


P8,98(99).       ~jr\pTmx\ics  rerjnauit:  irascantnx  popnli ;  qui  sedet^ 
M  ^  svp&i  clieruhin,  moueatur  terra.  •  ms.  sedes 

Aue  que  iusticie  solem  nube^  tegis,     »  ps.  9s,  v.  7, 
Trotius  facta  grade,  tronus  summi  regis: 
Nostri  queso  uigiles  ad  tutelam  gregis, 
Vt  in  nobis  uigeat  plenitudo  legis. 
Hail,  Sun  of  Heil  bou  be  sonne  of  rihtwysnes 

Kigliteous-  '         ' 

"ess!  WiJ)  clene  cloude  huledest, 

Made  trone  of  grace  and  goodnes, 

Trone  of  kyng  hijist : 
Vr  flok  forte  defende 

We  prey  Jje  wake  and  dawe, 
)5at  we  mo  we  friue  and  us  amende 
WiJ)  ffulnesse  of  Jie  lawe. 
Pa.  00(100).      ~W~ubilate  deo  omnis  tor  a,  seruite  domino  in  Iclicia. 
M    Aue  mater,  cuius  est  pietas  in-mensa. 
Cuius  ope  languidis  salus  est  iiipensa  ■' 
Mentis  uota  su^cipe  iubilumque  pensa, 
Et  pevhenne  gaudium  nobis  recompensa. 
Hail,  Mother  Heil  Modur  swete,  whos  pite 

of  infinite  -^  .       -  ,    „ 

Pity !  May  no  mon  fenke  ne  telle ; 

To  seke  men  is  jiue  forwL  fe 

An  hele,  so])  as  gospelle  : 
Tac  poll  deuocions  of  vr  foulit, 
And  of  gladnesse  tak  hede  ; 
\)e  ioye  euerlastynge  forjete  foil  noulit 
To  gete  us  to  vr  mede. 
Ps.  100  (101).     "Ti  /jTIsericoi-diarn  ^  indicium  caiitabo  tibi,  doniine. 
iwm     Aue  Mater  solitum  gig7ie7is  j^rater  inorem, 
Que  gignendo  retines  vivginis  pudorem  :  ^ 
Juris  ^  iudicij  feruidum  rigorem  ^  cf.  I's.  loo,  v.  2. 

^;er  misericoi'die  tempera^  dulcm-em.  >  ms.  tcmpora 

Hail,  Maiden  Heiril  Modiir  child  forb  bringynge 

Mother!  ."-J  r  OJ     o 

A3eynes  comuyn  custome, 
Of  Maydenhod  3it  stille  holdynge 

Clannesse  wi])-outen  schome : 
Of  lawe  and  of  ))e  Iiiggement 

)?at  like  Lrennynge  hardnesse 
Tempre  pou  wiJ)  good  entent 

Of  Merci  wij)  swetnesse. 


793 


79G 


800 


801 


804 


808 


XXITL   Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  101—103.)     85 

'Tn\Omine,  exaudi  oracionem  meam,  et  clamor  mens   p«. loi  (ws). 

J_^  ad  te  veniat 

Aue  per  quam  paupQnim  noces  ejcaudiuit 
Passer  soUtariiis^  qui  post  mortem  iniiit ;     »  cf.  ps.  loi,  v.  s. 
Qui  p&t  penas  diluens  cidpam  qvi&jn  nesciuit, 
luf/um  vioiiis  monens  opido  contriuit. 

Heil  borwh  whom  of  pore  men  809   Haii,  Helper 

'  *^  of  the  Poor! 

Yoyces  heerejj  of  brej) 
Jje  sparwe  in  \q  eueue  soleyn 

J3at  lyuej)  aftur  his  def  ;  812 

Jjat  wij)  peynes  harde  wassching 
)3e  gultus  pat  he  nouht  kneuh, 
J3e  90k  of  de])  for  us  dying 

He  al  to-brac  and  dreuh.  816 

~r\Enedic  awima  mea  domino,  ^-  omnia  que  intra  me   p*-  102  (los). 
§3  sunt  nomini  sancto  eius. 

Aue  Mater  titnlo  betiediccionis 
niustrata  celUus  gracieque^  donis:        »  ms.  graciaque 
Nos  illustra  cumulo  miseracionis, 
Statnm  miUans  misere  conuersacwnis. 

Heil  Modur  bat  aboute  by-gon  817   HaU.  Blessed 

'  "^  °  of  our  King! 

WiJ)  tytle  of  good  blessynge, 
WiJ)  grace  and  veHues  mony  on, 

]3orwh  ^iftus  of  vr  kynge  :  820 

Resseyue  J)Ou  vs  forwh  fi  goodnes 

WiJ)  plenteuous  nierci, 
Chaungynge  ur  stat  of  wrecchednes 

In  to  lyuyng  holy.  824 

~M^yen€dic  anima  mea  dammo :  domine  dens  mem,   p».  los  (im). 
M3  nuignificatiis  es  uehementer. 

Aue  Mater  grade.  Mater  Benedict  a, 
Male-diccionibxis  Eue  non  astricta  : 
Moles  queso  criminuxa.  aiifer  ^  delicta, 
Vt  seueri  iudicis  tempeves  edicta. 

Heil  fou  modur  of  grace,  825   Haii,  iiotiier 

Modur  al-wey  blessid  .  .  .  .^ :        i  sw.wantiug. 
J3e  Moles  of  vr  crym,  we  prey, 

Do  wey,  and  vre  trespas,  828 

J3e  luges  harde  biddynges  verrey 

Tempre  pou  in  luytel  spas.  830 


XXIII.    Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  104—106.) 


Hail,  Motlier 
of  thy 
blessed  Son ! 


Hail,  Mother 
of  our 
Deliverer ! 


P».  106  (107). 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  Lord 
Of  all! 


c 


c 


Onfitemini  dovcano  Sf  inuocate  nomen  ems  ;  Annun- 
ciate inter  gentes  opera  eius. 
Aue  Mater  fiUJ ,  per  qnam^  liherantiir     '  r.  quem? 
Qui  sub  mole  criminum'^  p''''^^^  conrlempnantvix  : 
i)>s?',  p)Q,v  qtiem  federa  fji^c\e  ditanfur,  >  ms.  cnmini 

Pie  nos  confedera  cum  hijs  qui  saJuantuv. 

Heil  Modur  of  Sone  i-blest,  831 

jjorwh  whom  dyliuered  beone 
}3ei  ])at  wij)  crymes  ben  opprest, 

And  dampned  wiJ)-outen  wene.  83 1 

To  him,  Jjorwh  hom^  evier-mo  >  ms.  him 

Bondes  of  grace  ben  maade, 
Meke^  him  fou  bynde  us  to,  '  ms.  Make 

Wijj  hem  fat  ben  sane  and  glade.  838 

fOnfitemini   domino,  quo7iiam  honus,  qwowiam  in 
secidum  misericordia  eius. 
Aue  cuins  filio  p)ie  confitemur, 
Quod  Egipti  tenehns'^  pQT  liunc  amouemwi^ ;  i  ms.  tenebnis 
Qui  pxo  nobis  gladiujn  p)onit  super  femur, ^  «  ms.  adinoueii»»- 
Quo  accindus  dimicet,  ne  nos  expugnenair.    » of.  p^^.  a,  v.  4. 
Heil  to  whos  sone  in  sofnes  839 

We  knowleche  wijj  good  fey, 
)3at  of  Egiptus  derknes 

jjorwh  him  we  ben  [don]  a-wey  ; 
)?e  whuche  for  vs  ha})  put  a  swerd 

Vppon  his  syde  ful  riht. 
And  so  igurt  nis  nou3t  a-ferd, 
ffor  vs  redi  to  filit. 
y^onfitemini   domhio,   qnoniam    bonus 
\y    secidum  mzsericordia  eiu^. 

Aue  Mater  domini  qui  te  preelegit, 
Qui  cateruas  liostium}  moriens  confregit^ 
Et  inferna  uisitaTis,  irredo  quos  dbegit 
A  2Jredonis  faucibus  2)reda  fadus  egit. 

Heil  Modur  of  |)e  lord  of  al  847 

)5at  fe  to-fore  o|)ur  ha))  chosun ; 
}3at  cu?Hpaygnyes  grete  and  smal 

[Of]  ))e  fendes  dyjinge  haj)  brokun,  850 

And  aftur  fat  helle  visityng, 

)3c^  rauynour  drof  a-way,  » r.i>atK'? 


842 


84G 
qwoimim   in 


1  MS.  lioin 
ff.  Ps.  100,  \ 


XXIII.    Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  \  of  Psahns  101— \QS))     87 

And^  fro  fe  chekes  of  \e  Eauyning      »  om.  And? 
Dyliuered  us,  whon  he  was  pray.  854 

~r\^i'afum  cor  vieum  deus,  palatum  cor  meiim :  caii-   p«-  iw  (los). 
M^   tabo  ^  psdUam  in  gloria  niea. 

Aiie  nostrum  gaudium,  nostra  spes  ^  vita, 
Cains  ope  solus  est  egris  inpertita  : 
Genei'cUem  generis  sortem  non  ohlita, 
Ad  eterne  pabulum  uite  nos  inuita. 

Heil  vr  ioye  and  al  vr  blis,  855   Haii,  our 

''  '  Joy  and 

Vr  hope  and  eke  vr  lyf ;  s'***' 

Jjorwh  whom  to  seke  men  heer  is 

Hele  ^iuen  ful  rif :  858 

)je  comuyn  lot  nou  of  monkynde 

Loke  fat  ))0U  nou;t  forjete, 
And  of  \q  lyf  euer-lastinde 

]3ou  bidde  us  to  fe  mete.  862 

~M~\eus,  laudem  meam  Tie  tacueris,  quia  os  jf^ccatoris  Ps.  loe  (io9). 
§    '  4'  ^^  dolosi  sujper  me  apertum  est. 

Aue  per  qa&m  dominus  nostri  miserefur, 
Cuius  lav^  in  Jilio  digne  recensetur  ; 
Qui  dum  pacis  osculumficte  non  veretur, 
Sihi  laudem,  gloxiam  nobis  jnomeretur. 

Heil  bonvh  whom  be  lonl  of  miht  863   Haii.aiannei 

'  '^  of  Mercy! 

On  vs  euere  hajj  merci, 
Whos  herpng  in  Sone  is  riht 

Eeherced  eft  wor))ily ;  866 

J3e  whuche  whon  he  dredde  no-fing 

ludas  feyned  cos,  ^ 

To  him-self  he  won  heriing, 

And  ioye  and  blisse  to  vs.  870 

~T~^xit  domiaus  domino  meo :  sede  a  dextrts  meis.         ps.  io9(iio). 
jL^  -^ue  cuivis  vterus  f actus  est  castellum 

Quod  intrauit  dom'mug  pToperans  ad  helium. 
Qui  sihi  de  restihus  fadens  Jlagellum 
Inimicos  posuit  pedum  suh  scahdhim.^     >  cf.  P8.  io9.  v.  i. 

Heil  whos  wombe  was  mad  wib  riht  87 1    Haii,  castie 

/~.  1       .•   (-  •       1        11  of  our  Lord! 

Gastel  of  leir  dwellyng, 
In  whuche  entred  J>e  lord  of  miht 

Toward  batayle  goyng ;  874 


88     XXIII.    Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  110—112. 


Ps.  110  (111). 


Hail,  Mother 
of  tiod's  foie- 
seiit  Soil ! 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  Life- 
giver  ! 


|5at  to  liim-self  of  wifijjes  gret 
Smart  scourge  made  and  hot 

And  his  enemys  so  set 
Vndur  fe  stol  of  his  fot. 


878 


B 


^^onfitehor  tihi  dormne  in  toto  corde  meo,  in  consilio 
\_y    iustoi'wn  ^  congregacione. 

Aue  pex  qasxm  genitor  Jilium  premisit, 
Redimendi  popvili  cm  curam  commisit ;  ^      '  cf.  Ps.  no,  v.  9. 
In  quern  cum  diabolus  manum  suam  misit, 
Quos  ad  moHem  traxerat  nescius  amisit. 

Heil  Jjorwh  whom  J)e  getere  879 

His  sone  sende  bi-fore, 
To  whom  he  ^af  fen  powere 

Ajeyn-bugge  Jjulke  fat  weren  lore,;  882 

On  whom  whon  Jje  fend  ful  fawe 

His  hond  hedde  set  wif  host, 
)3ulke  fat  to  def  he  hedde  i-drawe 

Vn-wityngKche  he  lost.  886 

\eatm  vir  qui  timet  dommum,  in  mandatis  eius 
volet  nimia. 
Aue  Stella  nuwcians  veri  soils  ortum, 
De  qua  vei'um.  teneln'is  lumen  est  exortum'^ :  ief.Ps.iii,v.4. 
Quod  in  nostris  mentibns  rejtens  didortum, 
Tue  jJ^vticipio  lucis  sit  absortum. 

Heil  sterre  to  vs  schewyng  887 

Springynge  of  verrej  Sonne, 
Of  whom  verrey  lihtyng 

To  derknesse  is  bygunne.  890 

Whefer  hit  beo  croked  ofur  vnriht 

)pat  fou  fyndest  in  vr  fouhfc, 
Wij)  sum  p«rtye  of  fi  lyht 

Mak  hit  out  beo  broulit.  894 

Audate  jJuerl  dominum,  laudate  nometi  domini. 
Aue  mater  pueri  pQX  quern  vita  datur, 
Cuius  laus  a  jmeris  digne  predicatur  ; 
Per  te  nobis  2Juntas  uite  conferatur, 
Qae^  in  puericie  nomine  signatur.  »  ms.  q«o 

HeU  Modur  of  fat  childe  895 

Jjorwh  whom  is  jiuen  lyf ; 


L 


XXIII.    Hail,Manj!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  113—115.)     89 

Wlios  heryinge  of  children  mylde 

Preched  is  wel  ryf  :  898 

Ciannes  of  lyf  wib-outen  blame  Make  us 

'  pure ! 

To  US  be  jiuen  Jjorwh  fe, 
Jjat  of  childhode  in  J>e  name 

Beo-tokned  is,  parde.  902 

JN  exitu  is)-VLel  de  egtjpto,  domns  iacoh  de  j^opulo  ps.  113  (114% 
harbai'o 

Aue  CMz'us  jUius  b-udans  in  agone 
Mare  nobis  coiisecrcd  mevso  pharaone  ; 
Qui  Jit  preda  faeiens  piQdam  de  predone, 
SicqwQ  pTedo  idctus  est  vetus  a  tyrone. 

Heil  whos  sone,  whon  he  sweted  903  Haii,  Hai- 

lower  of  the 

In  his  gret  Agonye,  seaions! 

Jje  see  to  vs  he  halewed, 

Pharao  dreynt  is  at  eije ;  906 

He  fat  was  maad  preye,  haf  preyed 

Mihtiliche  his  preyour, 
And  so  Jje  olde  preyour  is  venquised 

Of  a  Champioun  of  honour.  910 

~W~\^exi,  quoniam  examliet  dovainus  uocem  oradonis  ps.  114  (iio). 
_j£^  mee. 

Ave  norma  fidei,  pacis  disciplinct, 
Apis  mella  faeiens,  uitis  fundens  uina  : 
Vini  men  calicem  fliis  pvopina, 
Kt  de  valle  tristiuva.  transfer  ad  diuina. 

Heil,  bou  art  rule  of  feib,  p«;-de,  911   Haii.thou 

Air..  T     •    1  K"'«°f 

And  of  jje  pees  disciplyn,  Faith! 

Makyng  hony  ]jou  art  fe  Beo, 

A  Vyne  eke  heldyng  out  wyn  :  914 

Jje  chalys  of  fe  wj-n  so  clere 

ffulle  to  Jji  sones  euene ; 
Out  of  fis  valeye  of  serwes  here 

Translate  us  in  to  heuene.  918 

•edidi piTojJter  quod  locuttis  sum,  ego  autem  humili-       Ps.  115 


G 


.  .      .  ,—,..10). 

atiis  sum  nimis. 


Aue  uitis  feiiilis  docta  propinare 
Vinum  qxiod  inehriat,  uinum  salutare} 
Vinum  de  quo  Jomin?/.s  risuin  fecit  Sure 
Dum  pxomibit  Ahrahe  semen  ampliare. 


AXIII.    Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  \  of  Psalms  WQ,— 11^:) 
.ail,  thou  Heil  bou  plentiuous  vyn,  919 

Plenteous  ^      ,  „        »    ,,  ,    ,    , 

Vine!  Taulit  to  forjjfulle  and  dele 

Wyu  fat  moystejj  men  wyjj-in, 

)3at  wyn  is  al  vr  hele ;  922 

Wyn  of  whuche  vr  lord  made  game 

And  lauhtre  eke  to  Saare, 
Wlion  he  bi-hiht  to  Habrahame 

His  seed  schulde  encrece  mare.  926 

Vs.  116  (117).     ~M~  Audate  dommum  omnes  gentes,  laudate  eum  omnes 
M  J  poimli. 

Aueper  qnavi  fsictns  est  homo  rex  celo)'\xm., 
Cuins  passim  resonat  laudes  uox  celormw  : 
Te  laudare  iugiter  smmna  sit  uotornm, 
Donee  nos  suscipiat  chortis  angelornm. 
Hail,  Maker  Hell  borwh  whom  a  Mon  is  maad  927 

Ota  Man  '  ,        i. 

King  of  i^Y^K  01  heuene,  and  calle, 

Heaven!  ,         ,       ..  .         r  ■,      \ 

On  whos  neriinge  cnen  ful  sad 

Of  heuene  pe  voises  alle  :  930 

\)e  to  herie  bisi  men  hem  make 

Wij)  herte  deuoutelye, 
Til  Jjat  out  of  J)is  world  us  take 

Aungeles  Cumpaygnye.  934 

Ps.  117  (118),    ^^onjitemini   dovainu,  g'uonia??i   hontis,   qnouiam   in 
\y    seculum  misericordia  eiics. 

Aue  vitis  grade,  vitis  salutaris, 
Qnam  vallauit  vndiqne  lapis  angular  is  ^  ,•    i  cf.  Vs.  m,  v.  22. 
Nostrum  sepi  uineam  uallo  quo  vallaris, 
Ne  nos  ledat  rahies  feri  singular  is. 
Hail,  tiiou  Heil,  bou  art  vyn  of  grace,  935 

Vine  of  '  \  /,     ,        , 

Grace!  Aud  vyiie  of  hele  al-one  ; 

Jje  whuche  enuyround  iii  al  space 

He  fat  is  kernere^-stone  :  1  r.  comer  938 

Hegge  ])ou  a-boute  vr  vyn-jard 

Now  in  J)is  valey  here, 
)3at  woodnes  us  hurte  ne  make  aferd 

Of  pe  wylde  best  singulere.  942 

Ps.  118(119).     ~W~\Eati  inmacidati  in  via,  qui   andmlant  in  lege 
§3  domini. 

Aue  jna  genitrix  in-macuJatorum,      » cf.  Ps.  us,  v.  4. 
Quorum  lex  est  currere  viam  mandatoi-nm ;  ^ 
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Ne  a  ma  deuient  pedes  utatoi-um, 

Quod  nos  gva.uat  amoue,  pondtis  peccaiorum. 

Heil  bou  bringere  forb  so  gent  943   Haii,  Mother 

^/  ,  r  o  oftlieSiii- 

Oi  men  fat  liaue  no  synne,  less ! 

In^  J)e  [wey]  of  good  comaundement      '  ms.  in  to 

Wlios  law  es^  for  to  rinne.         >  ms.  lawes         946 
Out  of  riht  wey  |jat  fei  ne  go 

Jje^  feet  of  weyferynde,  '  ms.  Ne 

)jat  vs  sore  greuejj  remoue  also, 

J5e  burfun  of  hem  fat  synde.  950 

J  d  dominum  cum  tribularer  clainaui :  et  exavdiuit  Ps.  no  (120). 
V^     me. 

Aue  de  qua  pvodiit  potem  aduocatus, 
Culpe  qui  determinat  veteres  reatus  ; 
Cuixia  patrocinio  noster  incolatus^         >  rf-  p».  no.  y.  5. 
Transeat  in  gloviam  melioris  status. 

Heil  fro  whom  passed  forb  ful  fre  951    Haii,  Mother 

,      ,      ,  ...  otoUT 

An^  aduoket  mihtl,  »  ms.  And  Advocate! 

)3at  determyned  wijj  humilite 

Vr  olde  dedes  gidti ;  954 

]3orwh  his  help  wif-outen  mis 

We  fat  dwellen  heer  al  maate, 
Beo  we  translated  in  to  blis 

Of  wel  better  state.  958 

~W~  Euaui  oculos  meos  in  monies,  vnde  ueniet  auxilium    Ps.  120  (121). 
M  J  michi. 

Aue  virgo  regia^  mundi  luminare, 
Ct'ce  mentis  tenehras  potens  pvopulsare  : 
Nos  in  montem  doceas  oculos  leuare 
Quo  conls'lcendit  Abraham,  ivssus  immolare. 

Heil  foil  kynges  Maydeu  wrouht,  959   Haii,  Kingly 

Of  fis  world  foil  art  liht : 
J3e  derknes  of  vr  blynde  f  uiiht 

Put  f  ou  a-wey  wif  miht ;  962 

Tech  us  in  to  fat  hul  wif  game 

Vr  ejen  lufte  on  alle  wyse, 
In  to  whuclie  steih  Abrahame 

1-beden  do  sacrifice.  966 

Etatus   sum   in   hijs  que  dicta   sunt  michi:   in   Ps.  121  (122-. 
domum  doiaini  ibimtus. 


L 
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Aue  que  hticiam  mundo  retulidi 
Gum  in  vevbo  grade  verhum  genuisti  ; 
Qui  cum  nos  pxQceperlt  ad  tribunal  sisti, 
Ah  auditu  facial  non  pauej'e  tristi. 

ule'woJfdf  "^^^^  ^°"'  f  ^*  ^°y®  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

To  J)e  world  liast  told, 
Wlion  Jjat  foil  in  jje  word  of  grace 

Broiiht  for))  a  word  ful  bold ; 
Jjei  whuche  whoii  lie  us  bidde  cu??^  schal 

To-fore  his  Mageste, 
Of  serwliful  heryng  bofe  gret  and  smal 

Vs  nouht  to  drede  male  he. 


967 


970 

MS.  To 


Ps.  122  (123). 


Hail,  Cliara- 
berofthe 


Dukei 
high 


Ps.  123  (124). 


Hnil. 
M:i(len, 
Mother  of 
Grace! 


975 


978 


982 


974 

A  d  te  leuaui  oculos  meos,  qtii  hahitas  in  celis. 
y~m     Aue  viigo  thalamus  sunwii  facta  ducis  ; 

Que  de  noctis  tenebrls  viiseros  cducis  : 
Nostre  mentis  oculos  leues  a  cadticis, 
Vt  intendant  radio  sempltevne  lucis. 

Heil  Mayden  maade  chaumbre  briht 

Of  Duyk  fat  sit  an  heili ; 
Jjow  out  of  derknesse  of  niht 
Wrecches  ledest  wel  sleili : 
\)G  e^en  of  vr  inward  J)oulit 

Lyft  vp  from  slideri  fingo, 
|5at  hit  take  hede  wij?  al  fe  miht 
To  lyht  euer-lastynge. 

"^yT7s^  quia  domiuus  erat  in  nobis,  dicat  nunc  isi-aol, 
1  \    nisi  quia  dominus  erat  in  nobis. 

Aue  virgo,  grade  mater  affluentis, 
Per  qnam  cedit  strepitus  jiopnli  furentis  : 
Muni  queso  fortiter  pedes  nostre  me7itis,      »  ms.  aqHam 
Vt  torrentem  tr&nseant  aque^  ueliementis.^    ^  cf.  Ps.  125,  v.  5. 
Heil  Mayden,  and  Modur  eke  983 

Of  grace,  flowynge  as  flood, 
Jjorwh  whom  is  maad  boJ)e  softe  and  mekc 

]iQ  noyse  of  peple  wood  :  986 

We  prey  fe,  kepe  Jjou  strongliche  here 

Jje  feet  of  [vr]  Jjouhtes  longe, 
J3at  we  mowe  passe  )je  liiue7*e 

Of  ])e  watur  stronge.  990 
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Qui  confidunt  in  domino,  sicui  mens  sijon;  non  com-    p*.  m(i23). 
mouebihiT  in  etetnum  qui  habitat  in  iei'visalam. 
Aue  mons  sanctissime  speculaciouis, 
In  qno  nostra  sita  est  spes  ascencionis  : 
A  carnalis  strepitu  nos  commocionis 
Liberando,  JUios  fac  adopcionis. 

Hcil  hul  ful  heih  of  met  991    Haii,  most 

holy  HiUl 

Of  lioliust  beohokl}Tig, 
In  whom  vr  hope  is  hollich  set 

Of  vre  vp-steihjing  :  991 

ffrom  al  flescliche  lykyuge 

And  eke  commocion 
Dilhiere  us,  ]ji  sones  makynge 

So  of  adopcion.  998 

J'N  comiertendo  dominus  captiuitatein   st/on,  fadi   I's.  125  (im). 
sumus  sicut  consolati. 
Aue  Mater  aj§iu£ns  pads  vbertate, 
ffuda  consolacio  plebis  captiucde  : 
Nos  ad  poiium  applicans  pads  pveoptate, 
Plena  plene  perfnii  prpsta  libeiiate. 

Heil  Modur  euer  flowyng  999  H»ii,  Foant 

of  Peace! 

AYiJj  ful  plente  of  pes ; 
j3ou  art  maad  al  counseylyng  (!) 

Of  wrecches  wiJ)-outen  lees :  1002 

Bring  us  to  fat  hauene  horn 

Of  pees  fat  we  desyre, 
And  3iue  us  aUe  ful  fredom — 

ffor  fat  is  vre  best  hyre.  1006 

Ikl'Isi  dominus  ediJicaueTit  domum,  in  vanum  h.ibo-    Ps.  1*6(127). 
i  \     rauerunt  qui  edificant  earn. 

Au^  domUrS  regia,  quam  edificauit 
Rex  qui  pads  gaudia  mundo  nundauit  ; 
Qui  duni  foiiis  ati'ia  fordor  intrauit, 
ffoHeni  ligans  spolia  fotiis  aspoiiauit. 

Heil  k^^lges  hous  ful  gay,  1007   Haii,  Honse 

1.        "11,  1  V^   1  1         n     1  of  the  King! 

j3e  whuche  a  kyng  haf  buylded 
J3at  prince  is  of  pees  al-way 

And  ioye  to  worid  haj»  schewed ;  1010 

J3e  whuche  strengore  in  to  J>e  halle 

Entred  of  fe  stronge, 
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)3e  stronge  byndyng  he  tok  preies  alle 

))at  he  liedde  holden  longc.  1014 

Ps.  127  (128).     ~T^Eati  omnes  qui  Hment  dommum,  qui  ambulant  in 
Jl)  viis  eius. 

Aue  Mater  domini,  genitrix  leafa, 
ffi,Uormn  fiUjs  plene  uenustata  ^ :  >  cf.  Ps.  127,  v.  e. 

Da  tiviere  dommum  mente  tranquillata, 
Vias  nostras  dirigews  eius  ad  mandata. 
Hail,  Mother  Heil  Modur  of  be  lord  so  gent,  1015 

of  our  Lord !  . 

Of  sones  bnngere  for]), 
WiJ)  sones  mad  feir  verremewt 

)?ou  art  fulliche,  and  wor)) :  1018 

Graunt  us  alle  vr  lord  to  drede 

Wif  Jiouht  peisiblenient ; 
Vr  weys  loke  ])ei  ben  dressede 

To  kepe  his  maundement.  1022 

Ps.  128  (129).     ^epe  exjmgnauerunt  me  a  iuueutute  mea,  dicat  Mine 
)<^   israel. 

Aue  2?er  g'ua?«  uirihns  hostes  destituti 
Inbecilles  fadi  sunt,  debiles  4"  tnuti  : 
Nostre,  uivgo,  qneswrnis  jJvospice  saluti, 
Vt  fiamvi^  iugiter  te  tuente  tuti. 
Hail,  siib-  Heil  ))or\vh  whom  heore  strengfes  alle  1023 

diierofour  __  ^  ^      i 

Foes!  Vr  enemys  nan  lost, 

Vn-welde  aren  made  and  doun  ek  falle, 

ffeble  and  doumbe  of  host :  1026 

We  preye  pe,  May  den,  swetliche, 

To  vr  hele  tak  hede ; 
Mak  vs  siker  verreyliche 

Of  J)i  defence  at  nede.  1030 

Ps.  129  (130).     ~W~\E  pYofundis  clamaui  ad  te  doniine;  domine  exaudi 
f    '  uocem  meam. 

Aue  floris  haiula,  cuius  ad  odorem 
Reuiuiscunt  mortui :  suscipe  clamor  em 
Ad  te  supplicancium,  nosqwQ  p&ic  hunc  florem 
Non  pauere  facias  mm-tis  ad  honorem  (!). 
Hafi,  Life-  Heil  fou  berere  of  })e  flour,  1031 

Seud;"  '*  Of  hos  swete  saueryiige 

Tornen  to  lyf  in  an  hour 

)je  dede  :  take  fe  criinge  1034 
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Of  J>ulke  J?at  preyen  her  to  fe, 

And  make  vs  bi  bat  flour  Mi.ke  ns  fe.-ir- 

'  less  of  IK-ath ! 

Nou3t  to  drede,  but  glad  to  bee^  *  or.  beo 

Of  dej>  wi])  good  honour.  1038 

THvoniine,  non  est  exaltatum  cor  meum,  neque  elati   ps.130(13I). 
M  ^  sunt  oculi  met. 

Atie  cuius  detulit  rex  humilitati 
Cum  te  verbi  thalamuxn  fecit  incamati; 
Qui  pro  nobis  offerens  se  captiuitati 
Captiuatos  reddidit  prime  lihetiati. 

Heil  to  whos  humilite  1039   Haii,  incar- 

natorofGod! 

Jje  kyng  so  wolde  obesch 
J3at  Jje  chaumbre  he  made  fe 

Of  word  Jjat  is  mad  fiesch  ;  1042 

J3at  him-self  offred  for  vs 

And  tok  vr  caytyf  dom, 
Whon  he  3af  vs  ful  glorios 

Ajeyn  to  furste  fredom.  1046 

71  /W~^"*^"^o  dovinne  dauid,  ^  omnis  raansiietudinis  Ps.  isi  (m). 
Iwl      etus. 

Aue  iesse  uugula,  per  q\ia.m  exihetur 
Quod  de  dauid  semine  pater  pollicetur  : 
Per  te  quidem  gr;*acie  tempus  adimpletur, 
Quia  per  te  JUijs  jKiter  miseretur. 

Heil  jerde  of  Iesse  good  of  pith,  1047   Hail.  Bod  of 

ponvh  whom  is  be-tyd 
)5at  to  fe  seed  of  Dauid 

Sum-tyme  fe  fader  heted  :  1050 

jjorwh  Jje  ferfore  )je  tyme  of  grace 

ffolfulled  is,  serteynly, 
ffor  ])orwh  pe  in  vche  place 

ffadur  of  sones  hath  merci.  1054 

Mjjcce  quani  honum.  ^  quara  iocundum  habitare  fra-   Ps.  iss  (iss). 
J2J   ti'G^  in  vnum. 

Avs  Stella  g^-Sicie  stillans  viiccionem'^  i  cf. p». is*. v. 2. 
Que  nostrai'um  mericium  firniat  vnionem  : 
Nos  vnitos  mutuam  per  dilexionein 
Vite  presta  consequi  benedicciouem. 

Heil,  of  grace  fou  art  sterre  1055   Haii,  star  of 

An^  oynement  droppynge,  '  ms.  And 
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|jat,  for  vr  pouhtes  schulde  not  erre, 

Makest^  studefast  onynge  :        *  r.  make}>        1058 
jiake  us  all  Vs  allo  Oil  and  of  on  Aville 

ot  one  will !  mi  i  ■>• 

To-gedere  Avel  huynge, 
Male  vs,  ladi,  come  Jje  tille 

And  of  lyf  haue  blessynge.  1062 

P8. 13S (134),      Mjlcce  nunc  benedicite  dominwn, omnes  serui  domini. 
J2j   Aue  nostrum  gaudium,  nostre  spes  saluHs, 

Celt  scandens  solium  gradibns  virtutis  ^  .• 
Queso  fe7- 2)TGsidium.  noxia  secutis,  '  '■^'■«"'°^',:^j*;[,'f„^j^''""'="'° 
Et  a  nobis  excute  iugum  s&i'uitutis. 
Hail,  our  Heil  ioye  of  vs  euerichon,  1063 

Joy !  -^  ' 

Hope  of  old  hele  and  newe, 
Staying  vp  to  Leucne-tron 

Be  de-grees  of  vertue  :  1066 

Eue>-e  vs  to  lielpe  fou  beo  aboute, 

ffor  we  ban  ben  outrage ; 
And  eke  from  vs  loke  ])ou  schake  oute 

j3e  harde  30k  of  bondage.  1070 

Ps.  131  (135).     ~M~  Audate  nomen  domini,  laudate  serui  domvmm. 
M  J  Aue  cuius  filius  grade  p^econem 

Nondum  nutus  docuit  exuUacionem  : 
Dace  nos  pcv  uicij  su^iplantacionem 
Ad  beatam  tendere  crist*  visionem. 
Hail,  Mother  Heil  wlios  soue,  ar  lie  weore  bore,  1071 

of  Christ!  . 

To  make  loye  him  tauhte 
)3at  schulde  prechynge  go  \iim  beo-fore, 

In  wombe  whon  niodur  him  auhte.  1074 

Teclie  vs  vices  to  don  a-\vay 

And  ekj  al  vuel  list, 
}5at  we  atteyne  euere  and  ay 

To  fe  blessed  siht  of  crist.  1078 

Ps.  135(136).     J^Onfitemini   domino,  (/uoniam  bonus,  g'uonia??i  in 
\_J    eternum  misericordia  eius. 

Aue  vivgo  generans  jjcr  queni  Uhendur 
Israel,  ^  pharao  piersequens  neadur.^      >  cf.  Ps.  iss,  v.  15. 
Soluat  quisque  gracias  Sf  confiteatur 
Quod  hie  mirabilia  solus  operatur. 
Hail,  Mother  Heil  Mayden,  jjou  bar  ))at  scywt  1079 

i^eiiverer!  ]3at  dilyuered  Israel, 
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And  Pharao,  suwyng  hem,  dreynt, 

And  his  peple  eueridel.  1082 

Worschipe})  God  now  eiierichon,  Let  a"^?""- 

And  knowhlechej)  hertely 
)5at  he  con  worche  wondres  al-on, 

ffor  he  is  Almihti.  1086 

^iupQV  flumina  habilonis,  illic  sedimus  et  fleuimxxs,    ps.  ise  (isv). 
)<3  <^^"^  recordaremur  syon. 

Aue  per  giiam  pi'incipe  uido  Bahilonis 
Caniica  resumimus  iuhilacionis : 
Per  materne  graciam  miseracionis 
Reduc  nos  in  patriam  repi'omiss^ioms. 

Heil  ])orwh  whom  jje  Prince  so  strong  1087   Hail,  source 

Ouercom  his"^  of  Babilon,  »  =i8  of  joy! 

And  we  han  taken  vp  fe  song 

Of  lubilacion :  1090 

)3orwh  grace  of  )je  Merci  fre 

Of  py  Moodurhede  so  swete 
Lede  vs  ajeyu  to  J)e  cuntre 

jjat  vs  alle  is  by-hete.  1094 

y^OnJitehor  tibi  domine  in  toto  corde  meo,  ^uonia^n    p.-.  i»7(i38). 
\_y    avxlisii  verba  oris  mei. 

Aue  Mater  inclita,  qtie  sine  pudoris 
Tadu  nostri  mater  es  fada  saluatoris  : 
Te  laudantes  muniat  intus  atqnc  farts, 
Per  te  qui  remedium  nodrifit  dolons. 

Heil  Modur  deore  wi|j  honour,  1095   Haii.spoUess 

)3at  wijj-outen  schame 
Maad  Modur  art  of  vr  saueotir, 

And  J)at  is  \i  riht  name.  1098 

Keep  he  wel  hem  fat  fe  don  herye, 

"VViJ3-inne  and  eke  wif-oute, 
)3orwh  fe  Jjat  is  remedie 

Of  vr  serwes  al-aboute.  1 102 

~W~\omine,  pvohadi  me  if  cognouisti  me  ;  tu  coguouidi  Ps.  its  (iss). 
Jl/  sessionem'^  meam  ^  resurrexionem  w[eam.] 

Aite  cuius  filitis  habitu  mendici      >  ms.  se/isjonen: 
Carnem  gerens  similem  cami  peccatrici 
Quasi  dolo  repulit  dolus  inimici. 
Cum  se  mortis  legibus  passus  est  addict, 

VERNON    MS.  „ 


XXIII.    Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  139—141.) 


I's,  139  (140), 


Hail,  Mother 
of  Death's 
Conqueror ! 


Ps.  lU  (142). 


E 


nil 


1114 


Heil  whos  sone  so  deore  1103 

In  pore  monnes  closing, 
Beryng  flesch  among  us  here 

Lyk  to  vr  flesch  takyng,i  '  r.  synnyng?     1106 

And  so  queyntelich  a-woy  put  lie 

Vr  Eneinyes  tricherye, 
Whon  he  him-self  soffred  to  be 

lugged  fen  forte  dye.  1110 

Jrix)e  me  domme  ah  homine  malo ;  A  uiro  iniquo 
eripe  me. 

Aue  Mater  filij  cuins  ad  concp-essum 
Mors  eructa  penitus  ahit  in  secessum  :^       i  ms.  cecessum 
Nos  a  malis  eripe,  nostre  mentis  gressum 
Ad  paterne  dirigens  dextere  cajisessum. 
Heil  Modur  of  Ipe  Sone, 
At  whos  hard  batayle 
Deth  outurliche  was  ouercome 
And  put  a-louh  saun^  fayle  : 
Liuere  us  from  vueles  heer  in  londe, 
And  pe  steppes  of  vr  ]5yn[kyn]gi 
Dresse  Jjou,  on  Jje  fiadres  riht  honde 

And  make  fer  vre  sittyng. 
^omiwe,  damaui  ad  te,  exaudi  me, 
mee  dum  clamauevo  ad  te. 
Aue  pev  qxiain  deitas  came  ixdliatur, 
Vt  ad  vite  semitas  exul  reducatur  ; 
Nostra  sic^  oracio  pQV  te  dirigatur,  >  mj 

Vt  succedens  accio  uitam  consequatur. 
Heil  forwh  whom  fe  godhed  is 
Clad  in  flesch  of  Monkynde, 
To  bringe  ajeyn  to  lyf,  i-wis, 

)5e  flemed  and  put  be-hynde  : 
Vr  Orison  nou  euer-mo 

So  dressed  beo  J?orw  \% 
J3at  vr  dedes  suwynge  also 
Gete  vs  lyf  of  Charite. 
~M~^Oce  mea  ad   dommum  damaui;   uoce 
C_y     dominum  depreeatus  sum. 

Aue  de  qua  pxodiens  gigas  manu  foHis 
Dormientes  excitat  a  sopore  mortis : 


D 


MS.  J>yng 


1118 

intende  uoci 


1119 


1122 


1126 

mea  ad 


XXIII.   Hail,  Mary!    {Verse  1  of  Psalms  142—144.)     99 


Hail,  Mother 
of  tlie  Raispr 
of  the  Dead ! 


Hail !  Receive 
a  Sinner's 
Prayers ! 


Redde  nos  consorcio  celice  coJiortis, 

Vt  sit  cum  uiiientibus,  locus  nostre  soiiis. 

Heil  from  whom  for))  goynge  112'; 

])Q  geaiint  of  liond  so  strong, 
Jjat^  wel  a-wakejj  fe  slepynge  ^  om.  M 

Of  sleep  of  de])  so  long  :  1130 

Bryng  us  a-3eyn  to  cu?7ipaygnye 

Of  felawscliipe  of  heuene, 
J3at  wij)  hem  fat  lyiien  murie 

Vr  place  beo  maad  ful  euene.  1134 

"jr\omi«e,  exaudi  wacionem  meam,  aurilms  pexcipe    Ps.  142(143). 
_l^  ohsecracionem  meam,  in  vevitate  tua  exaudi  m\e\. 

Aue  Mater,  suscipe  preces  quas  effundo 
Grauis,  sterquilinij  mersus  in  pro/undo  ; 
Munda  cordis  tlialamuvo.,  haunens  a /undo 
Sordes  quihus  ceteris  ampUus  hahundo. 

Heil  Modur,  talc  wij)  mekenes  1135 

Preyeres  fat  i  out  helde, 
}3at  dxeynt  am  in  depnes 

Of  dunghul,  and  am  vnwelde  ;  1138 

Clause  fe  chaunbre  of  myu  herte, 

Drawyng  from  fe  grounde 
ffulfus  fe  -vvhuche  make  me  smerte, 

Of  whuche  I  ful  abounde,  1142 

~W\enedictus  dovainus  deus  ineus,  qui  docef^  man\m  Ps.  143(144), 
J_y  '>neas  ad  pielium.,  ^  digitos  meos  ad  helium. 

Aue  de  qua  nascitur  puer  Na^areus,        »  ms.  docej 
Per  quern  dum.  in  pvolio  ruit  pldlisteus,-        *  Goiiatu 
Vite  sj[)em  concipiens  gandet  homo  retis. 
Voce  damans :  "  libera  benedictiis  deus." 
Heil,  for  fe  child  of  Na^areJ) 

Boren  was  feir  of  jje, 
jjorwh  whom,  as  jje  bok  sei]), 

Slay  en  was  fe  philistee ; 
Hope  of  lyf  fer-of  takyng 

Gulti  mon  wif  glad  mood, 
"Dilyue?'e  me,"  wiJ)  voys  ciijying, 
"  I-blessed  beo,  vr  god," 
gj  yzaUabo  te,  dens  mens  7-ex,  4'  beiiedicam  iiomini    ps.  m(u5). 
JjJ   tuo  in  secnlnm  Sf  in  seculum  seculi. 


1143 


1146 


1150 
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Hail,  Mother 
oftlie  KiiiK 
of  all! 


the  Company 
of  Angels  I 


Hail,  Maker 
of  the  un- 
chaiigiiig 
King! 


Hail,  Thou 
whom  men 
delight  to 
bless ! 


Aue  tie  qua  prodijt  rex  vniuersormn, 
Regnum  cuixxs,  omnium  regnum  seculornm  : 
Rege  nos  ^  applica  cetihus  eoniiu 
Quorum  summa  gloxia  laus  est  eternomm. 

Heil  Jjou  from  whom  rilit  for)?  went  1151 

Kyng  of  gret  and  smalle, 
Whos  kyngdom  is  verreyment 

Kyngdom  of  worldus  alle  :  1154 

Gouerne  and  apply e  aftur  J)is 

Vs  to  heore  cnmpaygnye 
Of  whuche  pe  hei^este  ioye  is 

Euer-lastyng  fyng  to  lierye.  1158 

Tn  Auda  amm.a  mea  domSxium:  laudaho  doimvinm 
m  J  m  uita  mea,  psallam  deo  meo  gnaindiu  fuero. 

Atie  per  qnam  po2JnU /actus  est  adiutor 
Rex  qui  dicit  ''ego  sum  dens,  ^  non  mutor  " ; 
Qui  per  mortis  semitas  mortis  persecutor 
ffit  collator  glorie,  Ubertatis  tutor. 

Heil,  ]>orwh  fe  an^  helper  good         '  ms.  ami     1159 

Nou  to  Jje  peple  is  maad, 
)5e  kyng  fat  sei]j  "  I  am  god, 

Nou3t  cliaungynge,  but  al  sad  "  ;  1 162 

]jat  beo  ])e  steppes  of  de])  is 

Of^  defes  pursuwerc  '  om.  of 

I-maad  fe  jiuere  of  blis. 

Of  freodam  defendere,  1166 

audate  domimim  ^ionia??i  Jo?ms  est  psahnws  ;  deo 
??ostro  sit  iocunda  decoraqne  laudacio. 
Aue  cuins  kmdibns  lam  est  delecfari, 
Cuius  nos  confidimxas  partu  salutari 
Posf^  hanc  vitam  gloiie  p)ahna  coronari,       >  ms.  r^r 
>Si  velimus  domino  pie  covformari. 

Heil  in  whos  heryinge  1167 

Gret  dilyt  men  hane  ; 
Jjorwh  hos  heleful  childynge 

"VVe  bi-leeuen  to  beo  saue  1170 

And  [after]  })is  lyf  corouned  to  be 

Wif  |)e  palm  of  blis, 
3if  to  J)e  lord  of  al  pite 

We  us  conforme  as  his.  1174 


L 
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"T"  aiida   lerusalem    dominum,   lauda   deum   tuum       p*^^" 
*  J  syon. 

Aue  mate)'  gr-acie,  iugi  lawle  digna. 
Per  qnam  uidis  hostibns  ruit  ars  maligiM  : 
Captiuatis  exihe  pietatis  dgna, 
Nosgne  post  exilium  patrie  resigna. 

Heil  Moder  wif  grace  Inome,  1175   ^^^0^^^^ 

Worjji  worschiped  to  be, 
]3orwh  whom  enemys  ben  ouercome 

And  craft  of  malyngnite  :  1178 

To  caytiues  heer  now  wij)  good  wil  thTcwUveV^ 

Of  Pitee  scheuh  )jow  J»e  signe. 
And  vs  jjen  aftur  fis  exil 

To  good  ciintre  resynge.  1182 

~M~  Audate  dommum  de  celts,  Laudate  eum  in  ex-      Ps.  i«. 


Aue  2^^  quam  tollitni  hominum  pressura. 
Cuius  landes  reboot  omnis  creatura  : 
Laudes  quas  offenmus^  acceptare  cura,     >  ms.  offernmus 
Nos  heatitudine  ditans  pexmansura. 

Heil  borwh  whom  a-wey  is  don  1183   Haii,  source 

'  •'  of  our  r  ree- 

Of  monkynde  oppressure ;  dom! 

Whos  heryinges  alouwed  don  sum  (1) 

Al-Maner  creature :  1186 

Jje  heryinges  fat  we  offren  to  pe, 
Tac  good  heede  hem  to  take ; 
In  blessedhed  fat  euer  schal  be 

Riche  men  to  dwelle  vs  make.  1190 

Otifitebor  tihi,  dovaine,  mionia/H  iratus  es  michi,   cantides: 
conuersiis  est  furor  tuus  ty  consohdus  es  me.  isai.  la. 

Aue  fons  clemencie  venieqne  uena, 
Per  qnam  nobis  redditur  uite  cantulena  : 
A  2^ccati[s]  solue  nos  ^  peccati  pena, 
Et  beatitudinis  perdue  ad  amena. 

Heil  welle  of  mekenes,  certeyn,  1191    Haii,  weiiof 

.  Meekness! 

Veyne  of  for3iu)Tige, 
Jjorwh  whom  to  us  is  jiuen  ajeyn 

J3e  song  of  lyf  to  synge :  1194 

Of  sunnes  vnbynd  us  euerichone, 

And  of  peyne  of  synne, 


c 
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Isai.  38,  10 
(Sonpt  of  Eze- 
chias). 


1  Regum  2 
(Sour  of 
Anna). 


Exod.  15 
(Song  of 
Moses). 


And  to  )jat  place  J)ou  lede  ns  sone 

|?er  loye  and  blisse  is  Inne.  1198 

Mjlgo  dixi:  in  dimidio  dierum  meon\m  vadam  ad 
JjJ  portas  inferi. 

Aue  laus  fidelium,  iubar  sanctitaiis, 
Dovaini  triclinium,  tronus  magestatis : 
Placa  nobis  filiura  precibuH  heatis, 
Seruos  tuos  munerans  dono  Ubertatis. 

Heil  heriinge  of  trewe  men,  1199 

Of  holynesse  fe  clarte ; 
Vr  lordes  chau??ibre  men  fe  callen, 

Trone  of  pe  Maieste :  1 202 

Pese  foil  to  us  fi  sone  so  dero 

\Vi])  preyeres  of  pite, 
Rewardynge  pi  seruauns  here 

Wi]j  3iftus  of  liberte.  1206 

Mj  jxuUauit  cor  mewm.  in  doiwmo    ^  exaUatmw  est 
J2j   cornu  meum  in  deo  meo. 

Aue  celi  gloria,  terre  fundamentum, 
Cumsjit  in  utero  continens  contentum: 
Tue  nobis  grade  presiet  incrementum 
Quod  ad  hie  scribimns  laudis  monumentu-m. 

Heilj  fou  art  pe  blisse  of  heuene,  1207 

Of  eorjje  fe  foundement ; 
Whos  wombe  is  maad  w/J)  mylde  steuene 

Conteynyng  fat  is  content.  1210 

Of  pi  grace  graunte  nou  encresynge 

To  vs  euerichon 
Jjat  writen  to  \\  Avorschipynge 

Wi])  god  deuocion.  1214 

1  ^^\_d\ntemvi^  doraino :  gloriose  enim  lionorificut\.\s,  est, 
\^    equum  ^  ascensm'em  deiecit  in  mare. 
Aue  virgo  generans  moris  fracto  iure, 
De  qua  gigas  piodijt  gemine  nature  : 
lu  miserta  miseris  subueni  pvessure, 
Nos  in  lucem  transferens  gloxie  uenture. 

Heil  Mayden  child  beryng  gent —  1215 

Comuyn  maner  per  was  be-hynde ; 

1  The  following  part  has  a  separate  Title  in  the  Index: 
Cantemus  domino  g\orio&e. 
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1218 


1222 


1223 


122G 


1230 


£Eor  a  Geaunt  from  fe  for|)  went 

J3at  is  of  double  kynde  : 
Oil  wrecches  haue  merci  \vi|)  niiht, 

Help  hem  from  oppressynge, 
And  translate  us  in  to  fe  liht 
Of  blisse  fat  is  comynge. 
~M~\p\a.\ne,  aicdiui  atidicionem  tuam  et  timui. 
M^  Am  virgo  supplices  potens  examlire: 

Qiie  sunt  deo  placita  fac  nos  tecum  scire, 
Et  cum.  index  uenerit  atqne  dies  ire, 
ludicis  ad  dexteram  iuhe  nos  uenire. 
Heil  Mayden,  mihti  of  mood 

Meoke  mennes  preyeres  to  here  : 
)3inges  fat  ben  lykyng  to  god 
WiJ)  jje  knowe  we  in-feere. 
"Wlion  J?e  luge  schal  come  ful  grim, 

And  day  of  wrajipe  and  doom, 
On  fe  luges  riht  hond  to  hym 
Comauwde  us  fenne  to  cum. 
A  udite  cell  qtie  loquor,  audiai  terra  verba  oris  mei. 
,yl     Atie  nostri  generis  parens  ^-  patrona. 

Supra  cunctas  possidetis  graciaTMm.  dona  : 
Tuts  Sanctis  precihus  meritisque  dona 
Ne  mens  no&ira  solitum.  sit  in  malum  pxona. 
Heil  kynnes-wowimon  of  vr  kynde, 

Vr  patrun  in  vche  place, 
Of  alle  wy?;imen  J)ou  art  hauynde 

3iftus  alle  of  gi-ace  : 
"Wij)  [J)i]  holy  preyer  [&]  deseruyng 

Gete  us  nou  witerly 
}5at  vr  Jjoulit  beo  not  to  vuel  doyng, 
As  hit  is  wont,  to  redi. 
rrjE  deuni  laudamus,  TE  dominum  confitemur. 
m      Aue  cuius  Jilio  cetus  angeloiivm 

"  Sanctns  "  clamant  iu^iter :  nos  a  uicioiiim 
Lobe  munda  ;  pevfi'ui  in  regno  ceZo?nim 
ffac  nos  cum  /eZt[ci]&us  premijs  iu^farnm. 

Heil  to  whos  sone  so  dere  1239 

Angeles  Cumpaygnye 


Have  mercy 
on  the 
wretched! 


Hail,  Heaven 
of  men's 
Prayers ! 


Deuter.  32 
(Song  of 
Moses). 


1231 


1234 


1238 
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1242 


Benedicite 
(in  t  lie  Serv- 
ii-e  of  Morn- 
ing Prayer). 


Hail,  Mother 
of  God! 


Benedietut 
(Song  of 
Ziieliiirias). 

Luc.  1,  68. 


Hail,  Maiden 
pure! 


"  Sanctus  "  crien  wi])  vols  ful  clere, 

Bisiliche  and  heihe. 
ffrom  vices  clans  vs  eue/idel ; 

\)e  kyndom  eke  of  heuene 
Mak  us  hane,  wi))  seintes  to  dwel — 

Gete  us  J>at  wi]j  My  Ida  steuene.  1246 

Ucite  omnia  ope)'a  domini  doimno,  laud  ate  ^ 
supQxexaltate  euro,  in  secula. 
Aue  dei  genitrix!  laudes  acceptare 
Cur  a  quas  offerimns,  nosqne  pvesentare 
Per  ?ias  deo  satagas,  ut  cum  iudicare 
Venerif,  nos  otiibns  uelit  aggregare. 
Heil  godus  Modur !  nou  at  Jje  last 

Tac  J)OU  vre  lieryinge 
Jjat  we  offren  to  fe  so  fast ; 

To  God  vs  presentynge 
Jjorwh  ))i  pite(^,  beo  fou  by  si, 

Whon  he  schal  come  to  dome, 
)3at  he  us  gedere  for  his  merci 
Wijj  his  schep  to  beo  nome. 
~W~\enedictns  dominu^  dens  israel,  quia  uisitauit  ^ 
i^  fecit  redempcionem  plebi  sue. 

Aue  deum  pariens,  quern  pater  pxQConis 
Benedicens  pvedicat  resurrexionis 
Cornu  qviod  pvomiserat  erecturnm  bonis  ;  ^     »  Luc.  i,  69. 
Ad  quod  nostras  dirigat  pedes  racionis. 
Heil  Mayden  clene,  God  beryng, 

Whom  3akarie  to-foren 
Preched,  him  fuUi  blessyng. 

Of  vp-risyng  beo  horn, 
To  goode  men  Jiat  beo-het 

To  a-rise  bo])e  more  and  lesse. 
)5at  he  of  resun  vre  feet 

Jjerto,  J)OW  preye,  he  dresse. 
"TI  /jTAgnificat  anima  mea  dominum. 
JwM     Aue  cuius  anima  mufuo  letata 

Dovaimcm  Magnificat,  pilus  Immiliata 
Quo  fit^  maior  genevans  dewn  ;  hinc  heata        *  r.  fis 
Dicitur^  a  seeulis,  felix  ad  hoc  nata.  » i--  •liL-ena 


1247 


1250 


1254 


1255 


1258 


1262 
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Heil  whos  sovJe  wif  a  word  12G3   Hnii.xhou 

Wei  gladed  of  Message,  praise"  to  our 

Magnifie])  vr  aller  lord, 

)?erfore  meked  in  3ong  age.  1266 

Jjorwh  fat  luekenes  Jjou  were  mad  gret, 

God  jJou  beere  jjerfore ; 
Of  Jje  world  Jjou  art  seid  and  met 

Blessed  and  sely  bore.  1270 

unc   dimittis   sei-uum   tuum,   domme,  seaiiv?ii?n        kkic 

,  .  ,  Dimiltit 

veToum  tuum  in  pace.  ■;s..ng  of 

.  .  SimeoiO. 

Atie  cutvLS  jihtis  tempi o  j^^eseniaturf  luc.  s,  29. 

Saiufare  gencium  seni  reuelatur, 
Sicque  petit  postmodum  jMci  dimittatur — 
Que  nostris  laborihus,  tandem  conferatur. 

Heil,  to  |>e  temple  whos  soue  is  1271   Haii,  Mother 

Presented  feir  and  bolde,  '* 

Hel])e  of  folk  schewed  was  i-wis 

To  Simeon  J)e  Olde  ;  1274 

To  pees  him  lafte  lie  foulite  saun3fayJ, 

"Whejjer  he  schulde  dye  or  Hue. 
To  us  fat  pees  aftur  vre  trauayl 

ffor  euere  beo  hit  I-jiue.  1278 

J^dcum^Q  vult  saluits  esse,  ante  omnia  opms  est  id    Quicumque 


tiUt 


teneat  cathoUcam  fidem.  (Atiianasian 


Virgo  sancta,  smcipe  mentis  in  concJaui 
Verba  quitms  tociens  veniam  rogaui, 
Et  audito  sepim  aue  tarn  suaui 
ffac  me  queso  Jiherum  pxorsus  a  ue  graui. 

Holy  Mayden,  tak  fou  goodly  1279   Hoiy  virgin. 

Of  Jjouht  in  priuet^ 
Jje  wordes  forwh  whuche  so  bisyli 

fEor^ifnes  i  aske  of  Jie,  128 

And  heer  fe  word  fat  i  ofte  sey,  i.ear  me, 

Jjat  is  fe  swete  Aue  ; 
Mak  me  freo,  nou  I  fe  prey,  and  free  me 

ffrom  heui  serwe  to  be.     AMEJ^".  1286  '™'"  *"""'' 


lOG  XXIV.     Another  'Hail,  Mary  V     (Psalms  1—3.) 


[XXIV.    Isaltemm  Ir.  glame/ 

ascribed  to  Thomas  Aquinas,  comprising  the  oO  first  psalms.] 


Hail,  Mother 
of  Him  wlio 
rose  from 
Death! 


A 


Ve  uirgo  uirginum,  per  qwa.m  uir  leatus'^ 
Visitauit  miseros,  nobis  ex  te  natus :  J^Beatusviris  the 

'  begiimingof  I's.  I. 

Tu\is'\,  Mater,  vieritis  nostras  miseratiis 
Rdeuet  miserias,  deleat  reafus. 

Heil  Mayde  clieef  of  alle,  1 

jjorw  whom  \q  blessed  Mon 
Of  fe  born  was  In  a  stalle, 

Vs  wrecches  so  visyte  con  :  4 

Modur,  j5orw  Jji  worjiinesse 

He  mote  vs  so  relene, 
]3at  of  vre  gret  wreccliednesse 

]ie,  gult  no  more  vs  greue.  8 

A  ve  crist^■  domini  mater  illihata,        '  ef.  Ps.  2,  v.  8. 
jm     Cuius  est  hereditas  in  gen\te'\s  translata :  ^ 
Ne  nos  ah  hac  dirimant  conscios  peccata, 
Cum  furor  exarserit}  sul/ueni  heata.        '  cf.  Ps.  2,  v.  is. 
Heil  Modur  In  Mariage  9 

Of  crist  vr  lord  Ihesu, 
Of  whom  is  flit  jje  heritage 

Til  vs  of  gret  vertu  :  12 

Jjat  us  from  hit  not  twinne 

Vre  synnes  pat  we  knowe, 
Help,  ladi  wij?  wynne, 

Whon  wrafjjje  schal  brewne  aiKi  lowe.  16 

A  Ve  cuiMS,  filius  mortis  per  soporem     1  cf.  ps.  s,  v.  5. 
yl     Resurgentis  meruit  corpons  Jwnorem  ;  ^ 

Quern,  per  moHem  colimns  mortis  destructorem, 
Colamus  post  funera,  uite  coUatorem. 

Heil  of  whom  Jje  sone  so  dere  17 

fFrom  slep  of  defes  stour 
In  bodi  and  soule  bofe  ifere 

He  ros  wij)  gret  honour.  20 

^  Title  in  the  Index  :  ifyfty  salutaciouws  to  vre  lady  by  f^is 
word  :  Aue,  Heyl  be  {jou,  &;c.  The  Latin  poem  is  mentioned 
by  Mone,  1.  c.  II,  p.  257  ;  another  MS.  is  MS.  Rcichen.  36.  In 
the  MS.  the  poem  follows  No.  XXVIII,  but  I  place  it  here, 
because  of  its  affinity  to  the  preceding  poem. 
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His  de\)  we  worschipe  nou  i-wis, 

Vre  dej?  for  hit  con  struye ; 
Such  lyf  he  graunte  vs 

J3at  dep  no  more  vs  nuyje.  24 

J  Ve  verhi  thalamus,  de  quo  cuva  exiuit,  V:  u 

y\     Voces  inuocancium  cristus  exaudiuit  : 
Consifjnet  et  muniat,  sihi  quos  vniuit, 
Q^i  nos  sui  lumine  vulttis  insigniuit}       '  ef.  Ps.  4,  v.  7. 

Heil  of  Crist  be  chauniber  denie,  25   Haii,  hidden 

Cliainberof 

vVher-of  whon  he  out  ede,  Christ; 

J5e  vois  of  hem  fat  called  3erne 

He  herde  wijj  ful  gret  spede  :  28 

Til  him-self  he  so  vs  Merke, 

And  schilde  vs  also, 
jjat  J)orw  his  lyht  from  fe  derke 

To-gedere  mote  we  go.  32 

A  Ve  templum  jidei,  domus  sanctitatis,^   » cf.  Ps.  5,  v.  s.         Pa.  5. 
.jCjL  Summe  tahemaculmn  facta  maiestatis  : 

Scuto  nos  premuniens  bone  voluntatis^  »cf.P8.5,v.i3. 
Ckn'onet  in  patna  cristus  cum  leatis?-  »  ms.  beatus 

Heil  be  temple  of  vre  feib,  33  Hau, Temple 

„  '  „  ,^  -  ^  ofourFaitUl 

Hous  of  holynesse, 
And  Jje  logge,  as  dauid  seijj, 

I-mad  of  gret  hihnesse  :  36 

Wij)  his  scheld  vs  schildo  mote  he 

Of  his  owne  good  wille, 
WiJ)  hem  vs  coroune  in  his  cuntre 

)5at  blesset  ben,  from  ille.  40 

A  Ve  matev  grade,  graciai'um  plena,  Ps.  e. 

Jm     Tu  spes  penitencie,  venieque  vena  : 

A  culparnm.  nexibns  soluens  ^  apena 
Ad  celestis  patrie  transfer  nos  amena. 

Heil  Modur  ful  of  grace,  41   Haii,  Mother 

pi  grace  may  I  not  leyne ; 
To  repentaunt  J)ou  getest  space, 

Of  Merci  fou  art  pe  veyne  :  -        44 

Of  alle  Jje  bondes  of  vre  sywne 
Vn-bynd  vs,  from  vr  peyne, 
To  J)e  blisse  )jat  ]?ou  art  Inne 

So  mote  we  atteyne.  48 
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Hail,  Maker 
ol  God  part 
with  us! 


Iliiil,  Maker 
or  Christ  less 
tliau  Aiigelg ! 


Yet  God  put 
all  tilings 
in  Christ's 
hand. 


Hail, 

Daughter  of 
Siun ! 


XXIV.    Another  '  Hail,  Mary  r     {Ps.  7— 10.) 

A  Veper  qnam particeps  nosire  f adzes'^  sortis 
jm     Deii^  index  ivstus  est,  paciens  ^  forth :  ^  i  Ms.factis 
Nos  auei'tens  reuocet  a  (lehcane  pvrtis,^  ^cf.Ps.T.v.i-i. 
Euasui'os  gladiuva.,  arcuxa,  uasa  mortis.*     »  ms.  mortis 
Heil  jjorw  who??i  partiner        *  cf.  Ps.  7,  v.  is,  u.        49 

God  is  of  vre  cliaunce, 
J3at  luge  is  rihtwys  fer  and^  ner        »  ms.  fenmd 

And  vs  may  wel  a-vaunce  :  52 

He  mote  vs  tome  and  calle  a-3eyu 

ffrom  pe  jate  of  helle, 
fFrow  Bouwe  and  swerd,  fc^t,  as  men  seyn, 

Of  de])  ben  deep  vesselle.  56 

A  Ve  pev  quam  angelis  se  minorem  fecit  ^    » cf.  ?».  8,  v.  6. 
,y~M     Cum  se  dei  filius  nostris  interiecit, 

Cuius  pater  pedibns  omnia  suhiecit,^    » cf.  Ps.  8,  v.  8. 
Ex  ore  Jactencium.  laudem  cum  pexfecit.'^     i  of.  Ps.  8,  v.  s. 


Heil  bi  whom,  to  Jje  ffader  euene, 

Crist  hym-self  maad^  lesse 
Jjen  fe  Angeles  fat  ben  in  heuene, 

Til  vs  hym-self  con  dresse ; 
And  jit  fe  fader  put  alle  finge 

In  his  sones  pouweere, 
Whon  he  schewed  his  heryinge 
Bi  hem  fat  soukynge  were. 
A  Ve  Sijonfilia,  de  qua  legislator'^ 
j^     Nobis  constitutns  est,  saun[c]ttis 

Inimicum  conteixd  fortis  expugnator, 
Dei  iam  ^  hominum  f actus  mediator. 
Heil  of  syon  doubter  briht, 

Of  whom  wijj  gret  honour 
\)e  lawe-jiuere  til  vs  was  diht, 

Jje  holy  sauiour : 
Vre  enemy  mot  he  al  to-drawe, 

}3at  strouge  werreour. 
Of  God  and  Mon  fat  is  bi  lawe 
A  skilful  Mediatour. 
A  Ve  mons  iusticie  in  qtiem  tra7ismigTati\r, 
yl     Vt  in  cristi  nomine  tota  spes  ponatwe  ; 

A  quo  cuixxs,  vterus  dum  inhahitatur, 
Templum.  sanctu??i  domini  celumquQ  vocatur.^ 


1  cf.  Ps.  0,  V.  21. 

^  saluator  : 


57 


60 


G4 


65 


68 
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XXIV.     Another  'Hail,  Mary !'     (Ps.  11  — 13.)  109 

Heil  J)ou  hul  of  Eilitwysnesse,  73   Haii.Hiiiof 

To  wliom  Jje  wey  is  caste,  nes* 

Vre  hope  in}  cristes  holynesse  >  us.  and 

Stabliche  to  faste ;  76 

In  bi  wo??jbe  whon  he  wolJe  dwelle,  Thy  womb 

is  cal '  " 

Heav 

God. 


He  schewede  ful  gret  loue  :  H«veti  of 


tpotli 


Jje  holy  temple  men  miht  hit  telle 

And  heuene  of  God  a-boue.  80 

A  Ve  uiri  nescia  virgo  singularis, 
./■     Que  salrdem  angelo  salutante pai'is : 

Opem  fer,  presidij  stella  sahttaris, 
Ne  sanctiis  deficiaf^  inter  JIuchis  7naHs.     >  cf.  Ps.  ii.  v.  i. 
Heil  vnknowen  to  Monnes  moon,  81 

Mayden  wi]?-outen  make ; 
Whon  J)e  Angel  \>e  grete  con, 

Vre  hele  bi-gon  to  wake  :  84 

)3in  help  and  pi  swete  socour, 

J3at  we  han  ofte  bi-souht, 
j)ou  gniurtte,  fat  in  J)e  sees  stour 

J3e  holy  ne  fayle  nouht.  88 

J  Ve  per  qnani  t^ominw^  nostn  non  oblitus  Ps.  ,i 

.uCL   Ne[c\  auei-tens  faciem,  nobis  est  vnittis: 

Pwnis  vieivtis  oculus  sit  ^  expeditus, 
Ne  vrnqnam  ohdormiat  in  inmie  sopittis}    '  cf.  Ps.  is,  v. ». 

Heil  bi  whom  jje  lord  of  grace  89   H«ii.  ne- 

Ys  haj,  not  for-^eten  Loi^^of iLT" 

Ke  tornd  a-wey  his  feire  face 

ifrom  vs,  neor  not  forleten  :  92 

:Myn  E^e  beo  cler,  Jsat  hit  nut  wepe, 

Of  my  soule  so  briht, 
And  neuer-more  mote  hit  slope 

To  de])  forte  be  diht  96 

J  Ve  quam  magnifice  laudant  vnimrsa,  p«.  is. 

J_M_    Vero  sapiencie  lurnine  respersa  : 

Senciat  ^-  sapiat  mens  ad  te  conuersa 
Quod  per  te  captiuitas  gent  is  est  auersa}    » cf.  Ps.  is,  v.  7. 

Heil  whom  pei  preisen  hollich  97   Haii.  xhoa 

AUe  J)at  I  con  nemene, 
ffor  J)ou  art  douwet  richehch 

Wi]j  J)e  liht  of  heuene  :  100 


praitdofaU! 


A 


110  XXIV.     Another  'Hail,  Mary!'     (Ps.  14— 16.) 

Vre  fouht  to  |?e  beo  torned  so 

]5at  hit  may  fele  and  saye 
}?at  wrecchednesse  from  folk  is  gon 

And  torned  al  a-waye.  104 

Vg  cuius  filius  mons  est  sande  spei, 
ffadus  tahernaculum.  uere  requiei : 
ffac  vt  jyer  iusticiam  in-lierentes  ei 
Letemur  in  gloria  coheredes  dei. 
Hail,  Be-  Heil,  J)i  sone  of  gret  Miracle  105 

Hill  ot Hope!  Is  Ixul  of  holy  hope, 

Of  reste  he  is  vr  tabernacle, 

To  schilde  vs  from  reyn-drope  :  108 

Do,  ladi,  forw  J)i  rihtvvysnesse 

In  him  fat  we  mowe  reste 
As  heyres  of  his  blisfulnesse — 

]5at  wol  be  vr  beste.  112 

Ps.  15.  A  Ve  pQv  qnam  reddita  spes  est  desperatis, 

J_ji_    Quibns  ed  hereditas  restituta  gratis  :  ^ 
Verus  fadus  hostia  cristus  j;ro  peccatis 
Pars  sit  nostri  calicis,  2Mrs  hereditatis}      i  cf.  Ps.  is,  v.  5. 
Hail,  Mother  Heil  forw  wliom  to  gret  vauntage  113 

storer;  Crist  woldc  vs  restore, 

To  hope  of  vre  heritage 

J5at  was  from  vs  fori  ore;  116 

ffor  he  was  mad  fe  ofFri/ige 

fFor  vre  synnes  fele, 
And  part  was  of  vre  suffrynge, 

Part  til  vs  to  dele  (!).  120 

P8.16.  A  Ve  cuius  vteruva.  cristus  cum  intrauit, 

_jCjL   Igne  sancti  spiritvs  cor  examinauit^    '  ef.  Ps.  le,  v.  s. 

Et  vt  mater  fieres  dignam  approhauit  : 
Per  te  nos  respiciat  qui  te  visitauit. 
Hail  Thou,  Heil,  wiJ)-oute  pomp  or  host  121 

Jji  wombe  when  crist  com  Inne, 
WiJ)  fuir  of  })e  holigost 

Assay  et  fin  herte  wij)  gynne,  124 

worthy  to  be  And  bat  bou  schuldest  his  ^Moder  beo 

Mother  of  \        ^     . 

Christ!  flul  worjji  he  ]je  fonde  : 

)5orw  pe  he  mote  vs  al  bi-seo 

J3at  visited  vs  so  in  londe.  128 


XXIV.     Another  'Hail,  Ma,-y!'     {Fs.  17— 20.)  Ill 

A  Ve  cuius  filius  celos  inclmauit^       i  cf.  Ps.  17,  v.  10.  Ps.  17. 

jCjl    Tibi  cum  altissimi  virtus  ohumbrauit : '  1  cf.  luc.  1, 35. 

Nos  in  celum  suhleuet  saluans  qwos  creauit, 

Per  te  qui  terrigenis  se  coiitemperauit. 

Hefill  to  whom  bi  sone,  be  beste,  129   HaiiTimn, 

L  -J  r  '  r  '  to  wiiose  Son 

Heuene  bou\yed  doun  lowe,  '■'«  Heavens 

'  bowd  low ! 

Whoii^  |)e  veHu  of  aller-hexte  »  ms.  yawm 

Bi-schadewed  fe  al,  I  trowe :  132 

In  to  heuene  he  mot  vp  lifte 

Vs  fat  were  for-lore, 
|3at  hi?ft-self  so  wolde  schifte 

Among  fat  in  eorjje  weor  bore.  136 

A  Ve  cuius  vteruva.  reguva.  rex  ingressus,  Ps.  la. 

ym     Vt  sponsu^  de  thalamo  cristus  est  egressus  ; 

Sic  de  tahevnaculo'^  soJis  sol  progi-essus,^ 
Nos  in  viam  dirigat,  co7-rigens^  excessus.  \  ^^'^^^^f'^^ 
Heil  whos  wombe  J>e  sauiour,  *  "*•  J'"g'«"»  ' 

Kyng  of  alle,  we  Eede,  Haii,  Mother 

As  a  Brid  out  of  his  hour 

Crist  liim-self  out  eode,  140  ciiHstwent 

As  J)e  Sonne  in  Morwtyd  grey  w"o'mb.  '^ 

3eode  out  of  his  tente, 
To^  dresse  vs  in  to  Rihte  wey,  1  r.  he? 

]5at  we  be  not  forschente.  144 

A  Ve  que  auxilium.  de  sanclo  misisti,^      »  cf.  Ps.  19,  v.  2.       pg.  19. 
ju     Dum  sancta  sonciissimuxa.  digne  concepisti : 

Nostra  sit  saluxicio  fides  vera  a-isti, 
Quern  fide  concipiens  virgo  genuisti. 

Ileil,  fat  help  from  holi  place  145   Hau,  Helper 

Dou  sendest  to  Monkynde,  of  Mankind! 

AVhon  fou  holy  bi  godus  grace 

Conceyuedest  in  fi  Mynde  148 

Him  fat  was  most  holy, 

)5at  is  vr  sauyour, 
In  fPeif  Conceyuedest  verreyli 

And  bar  hym  wif  honour.  152 

A  Ve  salutariuTo.  causa  gaudiornva,  Ps.  20. 

/u     Panaris  in  temjJOTe  Begem  seculorum, 

Sif^  corona  capitis  gloria  ynembrorniu,^     1  ms.  sint 
fiinis  rum  deficiens  summaqne  viroram.  *  cf.  Ps.  20,  v.  s. 
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XXIV.     Another  'Hail,  Mary !'     (Ps.  21— 23.) 


Mother  of  the 
KinK  of  this 
world's  weal. 


Hail,  Mother 
of  the  God- 
Man  1 


Hail,  Thou 
chosen  to  be 
God's  ilaiiie. 


Hail,  Land  of 


Heil  vre  gostly  hele,  153 

•   And  cause  of  al  vre  bliss, 
)?at  bar  jje  kyng  of  \vc4e 

Of  al  fis  world  I- wis.  156 

Whon  fe  hed  is  crouned  feire, 

Alle  J)e  limes  ben  fayne — 
Of  heore  worschip  fat  neue?-  schal  peire, 

jpar  vs  neuer-more  playne.  160 

A  ve  de  g-ua  2^y^odnt  deiis  hwnanafus, 
-/m     Nostros pie per/erens  in  se  crudatm, 

Propter  nostra  vuhiera  gratis  vulnevatus  : 
Nostros  sua  sanguine  deleat  reattts. 

Heil  from  Avhom  God  almiht  161 

"Went  for])  ven-ey  Mon, 
Peyne  for  vs  and  gret  dispyt 

He  soffred  mony  on,  164 

fifor  vre  wou?ides  delfuly 
Woundet  was  he  sore, 
His  Blood  vre  gultes  clauly 

Wusch  for  eiier-more.  168 

A  Ve  2'ua??i  rex  omnium  Matrem  pxeelegit, 
jOL,    Vt  sis  locus  pascue  gregi  qna^n  coUegit  : 

Virga  sis  Sf  baculus^  illis  quos  elegit,  >  cf.  Ps.22,  v.  4. 
Vt  iani  nidiil  desit"^  his  quos  electos  regit. 
Heil  whom  ]>e  kyng  of  alle  })ing 

Ha)j  chose  fe^  to  ben  his  Dame, 
And  to  a  folle  pasturyng 

To  his  herde  wip  game  : 
3erde  and  staf  fou  art^  bofe  >  i-.be 

To  hem  fat  he  ha])  chose, 
And  noujt  hem  wante  hem-self  to  lofe, 

He  rule])  hem  noujt  to  lose.  176 

i  Ve  terra  glovie,  ten-a  qn&m  fundauit 
Jm     Cum  nobis  rex  glorie  se  contempevauit  ; 

QuipQX  mortem,  principes  mortis  tnum2>Jiauit,^ 
Nos  a  morte  liheret  morte  quos  saluauit.        1  cf.  Ps.  23,  v.  7. 
Heil  of  blisse  fe  riche  lond,  177 

)5at  foundet  was  bi  reson 
Bi  fe  loyful  kynges  hond 

|5at  to  vs  com  in  good  seson,  180 


2  cf.  Ps.  22,  V.  1. 
169 


172 


XXIV.     Another  'Mail,  3Ia^-y!'     (Ps.  24— 26.) 


113 


He  fat  fe  prince  of  dej) 
Wijj  his  deJ)  ouer-com 
And  alle  from  fe  harde  Bref 

Of  dej)  he  vs  out  nam,  184 

J  Ve  cuins  fiUus  dulcis  est  ^-  rectus, 
y^     Vt  reducat  exules  pevegre  pvofectus^  » cf.  Ps.  u,  v.  *,  5. 
Vere  nobis  gracie  legifer  efectus  .•  ^   » ct  Ps.  24,  v.  s,  12. 
Ill  se  nostras  ordinet  mores  Sf  affedus. 

Heil  J)i  sone  fat  is  so  swet«  185 

And  rihtful  of  entent, 
J3e  Outlawes  syHnes  forte  bete 

On  pilgrimage  he  went ;  188 

Til  vs  of  grace  certeyne 

Lawe-berer  was  i-kud : 
In  vs  he  mote  ordeyne 

Yre  werkes  and  fouhtes  hud.  192 

A  Ve  que^  dovainicum  circumdas-  alfare^   '  ms.  quem 
jfjL.    Concludens  in  vteio  dei  scdutare  :      I  ^%f!'i^%^^ 
Nostra  purget*  crimina  poteus  expiare,  *  ms.  purged 
Ponti/ex  ^  hostia  sancte  foetus  are. 

Heil  fat  of  vr  lord  of  heuene  193 

)5at  Auter  vmbi^ede, 
In  fi  wombe  fou  speredest  heuene^        »  =euene 

Hele  of  god,  vre  mede,  196 

Of  vre  synnes  clansyug 
}3at  haj)  ful  pouwere  ; 
}jat  Bisschop  him-seK  is  offiing 

Of  f  e  holy  Autere.  200 

A  Ve  Mater  domini  nos  illuminantis, 
_jCm_   Mater  inqusim  filij  per  te  nos  saluantis  : 

Tuis  mxgo  mei-itis  jyrecihnsqne  sandis 
Mentis  pelle  tenehras  ad  te  suspirantis. 

Heil  modur  of  [fat]  lord  so  mylde  201 

)3at  lihtned  vs  alle  ful  schene, 
)?ou  art  moder  of  fat  childe 

)5at  sauede  vs  alle  bi-dene  :  204 

Maide,  forw  fi  worfinesse 

And  preyeres  fat  holy  be, 
Put  hem  from  f e  derknesse 

J3at  sikyng  longen  to  fe.  208 

TERNON   MS. 


Hail  Tlioa, 
whose  Son 
is  sweet ! 
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Hail,  Mniden 
of  Chastity! 


Thy  Son 
ascended  into 
Heaven. 


Hail,  Dawn 
of  Morning  I 


XXIV.    Another  'Hail,  Mary!'     {Ps.  27—30.) 

J  Ve  pudicieie  titulis'^  wnata,  ms.  tutuius 

jm     Mater  facia  filij,  sed  inuiolata, 
Corporis  materia  illi  ministrata 
Cwms  iam  refloruit  caro  suscitata?-        » cf.  Ps.  27,  v.  7. 
Heil !  of  clene  chastite 

\)Q  worschipe  nis  not  luitel, 
ffor  Modur  and  mayde  ]?ouh  ))ou  be, 

"Worschipful  is  fat  tytel. 
)je  mateer  of  fi  swete  bodi 

Crist,  he  tok  of  fe, 
And  Jjouh  he  died  delfuly, 
A3eyn  to  lyue  ros  he. 
A  Ve  nostri  generis  decus  sempitemum, 
yj     CuiviB  scandens  filius  solium  pat&mum, 

Residens  in  dexteva  rex  est  in  eternum :  ^ 
Affectum,  supplicibus  exibe  maternum.        1  cf.  Pa 
Heil  of  vre  kuynde,  ladi, 

Worschipe  wijj-outen  ende ; 
Jji  sone  in  to  heuene  stih, 

Jjat  is  so  good  and  hende, 
And  on  his  ffader  riht  syde 

Sit  for  euere  and  0  : 
A  Moderes  lappe  Jjou  open  wyde 
To  hem  fat  ben  in  wo. 
J  Ve  de  qua,  gaudium  fulsit  matutinum}  >  cf.  Ps.  2  9,  v.  c 
jm     Quod  detersit  liominis  fietum.  uesp&vtinum, 
Per  concessum.  corporis  sanctum  cilicinum  ^ 
Redemptis  aperiens  paradisi  sinum.  « cf.  Ps,  20,  v.  12. 

Heil,  of  whom  \>e  Morwenyng  225 

loyful  schon  and  briht, 
)jat  wiped  awey  vye  wepyng 

On  Euen  and  of  niht ;  228 

WiJ)  fe  bodi  as  a  Sekke 
)jat  is  i-Maad  of  here. 
Of  paj-adys  he  opened  ]?e  hekke 

To  hem  jjat  bouht  were.  232 

J  Ve  regis  omnium  ciuitas  munita,'^   >  cf.  ps.  30,  v.  22. 
jm     Ciuitas  ah  angelis  digne  custodita, 

Virtutum  mirifice  gemmis  insignita  : 
In  te  nostrum  gaudium,  in  te  sit^  sjjes  sita.      '  ms.  sic 


209 


212 


216 


10. 
217 


220 


224 


XXIV.     AnotTier  'Hail,  Mary!'     (Ps.  31— 34. 


ii; 


Heil  fou  kynges  feir  Cite,  233 

Walled,  wel  a-boute, 
Wi])  angeles  Jjat  in  heuene  be 

I-kept^,  wij)  mony  a  route  ;  236 

"Wijj  riche  stones  wonclerly 

Of  vertiies  Jjou  art  by-set : 
Vre  loye  in  fe  sikerly 

And  vre  hope  ben  met.  cf.  Ps.  si,  v.  2.  240 

A  Ve  cui  won  inputans  cZomin?^  peccatum,^ 
jm     Partum.  dedit  glorie  frudumqne  beatum  : 

Cor  gerens  Sf  cor^KnTis  deczis  illibatum, 
Erumpnosas  contere  spinas  voluptatum. 

Heil  to  whom  no-maner  synne  241 

Vre  lord  a-rette  con, 
J3at  3af  a  burjje  of  blisse  wijj-inne, 

]3e  ffrait  of  Blod  and  bon ;  244 

Herte  wijj-Inne  nor  bodi  wi]?-oute 

Of  fPuljje  hedde  no  dispit : 
]>Q  wofiil  J)ornes  vs  aboute 

)3ow  bmse  of  foul  delyt.  248 

A  Ve  cuucs  anivaa  in  deo  laudatur^       '  cf.  Ps.  33,  v.  2. 
jm     Benedicens  dommum  per  qnam  exaltatur: 

Tuis,  virgo,  henedic,  ^  iQnedicatur 
Per  gnam^  henediccio  facta  predkatur.        » r.quem? 

Heil  whos  soule  worfUy  249 

In  god  is  fully  preysed, 
In  Blessynde  god  f  ul  hihly 

Jjorw  whom  J30U  art  vp-reiset ;  252 

Blesse  alle  fyne,  Maide?*  dere, 

Jji-self  also  be  Blesset, 
)porw  whom  blessyng  is  p?-eched  here 

And  from  vs  not  lesset.  256 

A  Ve  de  qua  voluit  nasci  rex  viitutum, 
,jCA.   ^on  ahhorrem  tangere  carnis  nosire  lutnm ; 

AppreJiendens  iusticie  arma  syue  scutum.^ 
ffominem  eripuit  ope  destitutum.  1  cf.  Ps.  u,  v.  2, 10. 

Heil  of  whom  he  wolde  be  bore,  257 

)5e  kyng  of  alle  vertuwe, 
And  wlated  nou3t  to  touche  J>e/-fore 

Vr  fflesch  of  Cleyjes  huwe ;  260 


Hail,  fair 
City  of  tlie 
King: 


Our  joy  and 
iiope  meet  in 
tliee. 


(jP*.  32  want- 
ing.') 
Ps.  83. 


Hail,  tlioa 
praisU  in 
God! 


Haii,  Mother 
oftlieKing 
of  Virtue: 


A 


116  XXIV.     Another  '  Hail,  Mary !'     (Ps.  35— 37.) 

)jer-of  (!)  he  made  hiwi-self  a  scheld 

Priueliche  to  dare, 
fforte  rescouwe  in  Jjo  feld 

Mon  of  help  ful  bare.  264 

Ps.  35.  A  Ve  fecundissime  domus  vbertatis, 

,jCjL    Twrens  indeficiens  vere  vdluptatis  . 

ffonte  nos  inebria  sancte  haritatis, 
Ccrr  ad  lumen  exitans  summe  daritatis.^   >  cf  Ps.  ss,  v.  9, 10. 
Hnii,  House  Heil  bou  hous  bi  niht  and  day,  265 

of  Plenty!  ,      o  ,       . 

pou  art^  of  gret  plente,  '  r.  J>at  is 

And  fe  Brok  fat  rennes  ay 

fful  of  likerouste :  268 

))ou  fulle  vs  alle  of  pat  welle 

fful  of  Charite, 
)3at  vr  hertes  mouwe  euer  dvvelle 

In  Brihtnesse  wi]j  Jje.  272 

Ve  benigmssinia,  nusqnsLm  mcdignari, 

Nee  m  maUgnardihw&  uolens  emulari  ; 

Ouins  est  in  domino  sempex  delectari :  ^ 
Eius  nos  deliciis  dona  saciari.  » cf.  ps.  se,  v.  4. 

Heil  of  wymmen  mylde  most,  273 

}3at  noldest  no  lujjurnesse, 
I^or  haddest  in  no  lufur  gost 

Lone  nor  swetnesse,  276 

But  in  vr  lord  fe  lyked  wel. 

And  euer-more  J>ou  schal :  • 

Jjerof  J)ou  grauwte  vs  swm  del, 

To  fuUen  vs  fer-wijj-al.  280 

Ve  mater  vnicum  genaram  dulcorem : 

Venientis  iudicis  tempera  furorem, 

Ne  in  ira  senciam  ilium  correptorem, 
Set  vite  perpetue  pev  te  largitorem. 
Hail,  Mother  HeU.  Moder  of  ]je  newe  gyse  281 

ciiiid!  Jjat  bar  \q  swete  childe  : 

Whon  he  come]j,  fat  hije  lustise, 

ffrom  his  wraffe  vs  schilde,  284 

Jjat  we  fele  not  fat  harde  snibbyng 

)?at  mony  mon  schal  drede, 
But  of  fe  lyf  euer-lastyng 

^lote  we  ban  vr  mede.  288 


A 


XXIV.     AmtTur  'Hail,  Mary!'     (Ps.  38— 41.) 


117 


A  Ve  cut  spintus  sanctus  obumhrauit, 
jLjL  Duva.  camis  matQnam  caro  ministrauit ; 
Cum  nostravQ.  substaneiam  sibi  sociauit,^ 
Ad  suam  nos  gloriam.  deus  excdtauit.  » ct  ps.  ss,  v.  8. 

Heil  whom  of  fe  holigost  289 

]3e  schadewe  haf  vmbicast, 
Of  J)i  flesch,  as  wel  fou  wost, 

Jji  sones  flesch  made  in  hast ;  293 

Whon  he  vr  kuynde  in  pat  manere 

Tok  to  his  felawe, 
To  his  Blisse  fat  is  so  dere 

On  heij  he  con  vs  drawe.  296 

A  Ve  per  qy\.Q,m  reddita  lux  ref  visit  cecis, 
jm     QuampGV  Euam  abstulit  gvstus  ille  neds: 

De  lacu  miserie  ^'  de  luto  fecis^       >  cf.  pf.  so,  v.  •. 
Nos  educat  meritum.  tue  sancte  2))'ecis. 

Heil  forw  whom  to  pe  blynde  297 

Liht  schon  ful  feire, 
)3at  Eue,  Modur  of  vre  kynde, 

Wi]3  last  of  dejj  con  peire  :  300 

Out  of  fe  Slouh  of  wrecchednesse 

And  of  J)e  dregge  of  cleye 
To  lede  vs  to  pi  worpinesse, 

)3yn  holi  prey  ere  seye.  304 

A  Ve  heatissima  jpQx  quam  nos  respexit 
Jm     Qas.ndo  super  pauperes  deus  intellexit ; 
Egestatem  hominis  diu£s  non  despexit, 
Sed  in  nos  carismatum  munera  conuexit. 

He[i]l  blesset  beo  \\  mood,  305 

)jorw  whom  God  bi-held 
And  on  \e  pore  he  vnderstod, 

In  toune  and  in  feld ;  308 

Vre  neode  nolde  he  dispise, 

)3ouh  he  were  riche  i-nouh, 
But  in  mony  a  wyse 

His  Richesse  to  vs  drouh.  312 

A  Ve  quam  fons  glone  uoluit  implere, 
^m     Vt  in  cristo  Jieres  fons  salutis  ue7'e : 

Nostre  desiderium  mentis  intuere, 
Dam  de  plenitw.line  foutis  nos  gaudere. 


Hail,  thon 
oversliailowd 
bv  tlie  Holy 
Ghost! 


Hail,  thoa 
Light  to  the 
BUnd! 


Hail,  Source 
of  Blessing  to 
the  Poor! 


118  XXIV.     Amther  'Hail,  Mary!'     (Fs.  42—44.) 

H:Mi,tiion  Heil  whom  be  welle  of  bliss  313 

fikl  Irom  the  „^   ,  ,      ,   ;,      „   ,      . 

vveu  of  Bliss!  Wolde  fulle  ful  of  wele, 

So  fat  )jou  weore  Maad,  i-wis, 

j)e  welle  of  verrey  hele  :  316 

Consider  our  Vi  bouhtes  and  vre  aernynge, 

yearning!  '  ■' 

Ladi,  J)ou  so  Di-holde 
}3at  of  Jje  -Welles  springe 

We  mouwe  beo  glad  and  bolde.  320 

Ps.  42.  J  Ve  qn&m  de  gentiLxxs  dominus  discreuit, 

Vm.    Cum.  in  ventre  uirgvds  verhum  requieuit  ; 

Causam  ^  c\li\ijTograpliura.  pleniter'^  deJeuif 
Quani  in  pnmum  hominem  prima  lex  decreuit. 
Hail,  thou  Heil  wbom  God  specialy  'ms.  plenum  321 

set-apart  to  „  -,  -,      , 

bear  God!  ffiom  ojjere  wolde  twynne, 

Whon  he  fi  bodi  priuely 

"Wolde  reste  wij)-Inne.  324 

\)e  cause  of  Obligacion 
}3at  vs  to  belle  bond, 
He  brae  wi]j  gret  fuson 

Of  bis  riht  bond.  328 

I's.  43.  A  Ve  cuius,  uiscera  cristum  ediderunt, 

y^     Per  guam^  uidi  suhiacent  qv.\  nos  afflixerunt  : 

Salua  nos  in  bracJiio,  cuius  uim  senserunt 
Qui  victrici  dexter e  cristi  restiterunt.  » r.  quem? 

Hail,  tiiou  Heil  of  wbom  fe  holi  gutte  329 

bare  Christ!  Crist  baj)  forj)  sende, 

Bi  wbom  pei  ben  vndurpMtte^       '  orig.  vndui-potte 

)3at  vs  jerne  wolde  scbende  :  332 

Saue  vs  alle  in  bis  miht, 
Jjat  pei  ban  ofte  feled 
Jjat  wi]3-stonden  ajeyn  \q  riht 

)5e  bond  fat  baJ)  bem  greued.  336 

Ve  stans  ad  dexteram  dovoini  Regina, 
Quam  ambit  uarietas  vututum  diuina : ' 
Vide,  regis  Jilia,  ^  aurem  inclina,  » cf.  ps.  44,  v.  10, 
Natus  ex  te  fructus  sit  nobis  Medicina. 
Hail,  thou  Heil  fat  stondest  neuer  loj)  337 

God's  right-  On  ribt  balf  of  vr  lord ; 

Wbom  sondernesse  vmbigoj) 

Of  vertuwes  in  a-Cord  :  340 


A 


XXIV.     Another  'Rail,  Mary!'     (Ps.  45—47.)  119 

Bi-hold,  foil  douhter  of  fe  kyng, 

And  bouwe  doun  Ere  Jjyne, 
j)e  ffruit  of  fe  spryngynge 

Beo  vre  Medicyne.  344 

A  Ve  tahemaciUum,  quam  sanctificauit  p*-  «• 

yl     San\c\torvim.  sanctissimus,  in  fe  cum  intrzuit  ; 

Ex  te  nobis  impetm  fluminis  manauit, 
Ciuitatem  dovcani  qui  letificauit.^  '  cf.  ps.  45.  v.  5. 

Heil  bou  tente  for  be  schour  345   Haii,  thou 

'  "  Tent  from 

And  for  be  hete  of  Sonne,  JV""  ?"^ 

>>  '  Heat : 

"SVhom  god  com  in  to  \\  bour, 

WiJ)  ]je  for  to  wonne ;  348 

ffrom  fe  to  vs  in  gret  i^lente 

J3e  water  ron  a-flod 
)jat  gladed  al  fe  grete  Cite — 

Wher-of  we  mowe  fink  good.  352 

A  Ve  per  qnayn  fiUus  dei  crnax  descendit  p*.  *«. 

.y^     Nos  in  mi  nominis  amore  succendit  ; 

Particeps  suhstancie  nostre  cum  ascendit,^ 
Ascendendi  paritei'  nohis  spem  inpendit.     » cf.  Ps.  ta,  r.  6. 

Heil  borw  whom  wib-oute  blame  353   Haii,  Uiou 

'  '  Kindler  of 

God  doun  ward  wolde  beende,  God-»Love 

'  m  us ! 

In  f  e  lone  of  his  name 

Vre  hertes  forto  teende ;  356 

Of  vre  kuynde  for  he  part  hadde, 

Whon  he  steili  vp  in  to  Bhs, 
)5e  rihte  wey  he  vs  ladde — 

We  hopen  f  ider,  i-wis.  360 

A  Ve  magna  damina  ^  laudanda  nimis,  vs.  17. 

jCj^  Regis  magni  ciuitas,  mons  syon  snblimis: 

Tu  magna,  tu  pvodita  mentis  opimis, 
Tuos  ad  celestia  transfer  ah  hijs  imis. 

Heil  fat  art  so  gret  ladi  361   Haii,  Lady, 

And  gretlych  artou  preised,  fre^ti^' 


Cite  of  fe  kyng  fat  [sit]  on  hih, 

Hul  Syon  vp-reised ;  364 

Deserued  f  ou  hast  gret  Eichesses 

)3at  gostly  ben,  i  trouwe  : 
fflette  us  from  f  e  wrecchednesses 

jjat  we  dwellen  in  so  lowe.  368 


praisd ! 


120  XXIV.     ATbother  'Hail,  Mary!'     (Fs.  48—50.) 


A 


A 


VepeT  gnam  homines'^  natos  ad  laborem  »  ms.  iiomims 
Ad  amissum  reuocans  dominus  lionorem, 
De  nostra  substancia  sumiytum  carnis  jiorem 
Ijpsis  fecit  angelis  in  se  celsiorem. 
Rritorer°of  ^^^^  f^^^  whom,  fat  was  borea  369 

wau'8  loss!  ;Mon  to  gret  vnreste, 

To  J)e  worschipe  fat  he  heJde  lore 

Whon  he  was  lik  a  Beestc,  372 

God  restored  hym  a-jeyn 

And  set  Monkynde  aboue 
J3e  hexte  Angeles,  as  we  seyn — 

Jjerfore  we  schulde  him  loue.  376 

Ve  mater  filio  digna  nascituro, 
Corporis  materiam  ministrans  passuro  : 
Purges'^  consciencias,  ut  sic^  cords  puro 
Procedainws  obuia-m  judici  uenturo.   i  ms.  purgans  ^ms.  sit 
Hail,  Mother  Hcil  Modur  most  worbi  377 

ot  God  1  ' 

To  God  jjat  schulde  be  bore, 
Of  fe  tok  fe  swete  bodi 

Jjat  pyned  was  so  sore ;  380 

]jorw  fat  peyne  he  clensed^  vs  so,         i  r.  cieuse 

)5at  wij)  herte  schene 
Sikerly  we  mou  go 

A3eyn  vr  lugge  bi-dene.  384 

ve  nobis  miserans,  nostri  miserere. 

Quod  misericordie  matev  dicta  uere  ; 
Misereris  omnium  qui  tuis  scincere 
Laudibiis  ^  gaudy's  gaudent  inker  ere. 
Hail !  Have  Heil,  of  vs  fou  haue  nierci,  385 

meiryon  us!  f\c  -kit        •  -l. 

Of  Merci  we  fe  prey, 
ffor  Moder  f  ou  art  witerly 

Of  Merci,  as  we  seye.  388 

)jou  hast  nierci  of  hem  alio 

Jjat  wif  deuocioun 
And  wijj  preisyng  on  fe  calle, 

j3ou  herest  heore  Orisoun.  392 


A 


XXV.     Ave  Maria !     TJie  Blessing  of  her. 


121 


12 


[XXV.    %  %Mamm  to  fere  Inbg.]' 

MAyden,  Modur,  and  comely  Qween, 
)jat  art  in  heuene  and  eue?-  schal  hen, 

Euere  beo  fou  blessed, 
ffor  fow  sendes  me  help  and  grace, 
Whon  I  -was  in  a  place 

)3er  Deth  was  to  me  dressed. 
Mi  lyf  I  wende  me  hedde  forsaken, 
And  drery  dej)  to  me  taken. 

To  make  "wijj  him  to  wone  : 
WiJ)  my  tonge,  als  I  coufe, 
I  Crijede,  "  Ladi,  help  me  noujie, 

Jjow  prey  to  J>i  swete  sone ! " 
Jji  grace  com  to  me  fat  day 
In  to  a  Castel  })er  I  lay, 

Men  seide  I  was  but  ded ; 
Ihesu,  fat  J>ou  louedest  dere, 
Com  to  me  jjorwh  fi  prey  ere 

In  pe  fourme  of  bred. 

Marie,  of  ioye  pou  berest  fe  pris, 
tfor  J>ou  art  jate  of  paradis, 

)5er  Ioye  is  Murie  and  long. 
fTeire  Modur  and  Mayden  swete, 
WiJ?  fyue  loyes  I  pe  grete, 

Ladi,  here  my  song.     Aue  Maria. 

HEil  beo  fow,  Marie  Modur  of  crist, 
j3ot  Conceyuedest  him  al  wyth  lyst, 

Ihesu  Jiat  was  so  mylde  j 
He  liht  in  to  fe,  sof  hit  was. 
As  dude  \q  Sonne  porwh  Jje  Glas, 

And  so  J)0w  wex  wiJ)  chylde.     Aue  M. 
Heyl  Marie,  of  Maydens  fe  flour, 
Jjow  beer  Ihesu,  vr  sauiour, 

Wi])-outen  eny  peyne. 
fFeir  hit  was,  fat  ilke^  burfe,  >  ms.  nie 

Jjat  in  his  3  ufe  made  murjje 

WiJ)  \\  pappes  tweyne  !     Aue.^    1  some  stanzas  seem  wanting, 
^  So  the  title  in  the  Index. 


Ever  blessed 
be  thou, 
Mary! 


I  was  at  the 
point  of 
death : 


and  thy  grace 
came  tome. 


15 


18 


21 


24 


27 


I  greet  thee 
with  five 
Joy». 

Hail,  thou 
conceivedst 
Christ. 


30 


33 


Hail,  Flower 
of  Maidens ! 
thou  borest 
Christ. 


122         XXV.    Ave  Maria!     The  Blessing  of  her. 


Hail,  evi 
l:i!<tiiig 
Queen ! 


To  thee  \ 
cry 


for  remedy 
when  hale  ia 
nigh. 


Hail,  thou 
Joy  of 
Angels ! 


Hail,  thou 
mightiest  of 
Middle- 
Earth! 


Thou  wast 
bom  in 
Nazareth, 


Heil  Mayden,  Jjat  euer-more 

Schalt  Leo  Qween,  and  hast  ben  jore, 

In  heuene  and  in  eovpe. 
jjeos  ben  foure  of  power  most : 
ffadur,  and  Sone,  and  holygost, 

And  ])ou,  Ladi,  fe  feorf)e.     Aue. 
Heil  gracious  qween  Mari, 
To  pe  vs  neodej)  calle  and  cri 

Whon  we  ben  sori  and  syke. 
Heil  hele  in  halle  and  boure ; 
j)on  louest  men  fat  ])e  honoure, 

J5i  lone  is  euere  i-like.     Aue. 
Heil,  sone  boots  jjer  bale  is  neih ; 
|3auh  fi  wony?ige  beo  an  heih, 

J?ou  lierknest  to  vs  at  nede. 
Heil  rest  to  weri  bones ; 
Whon  I  was  stoned  wif  harde  stones, 

Jpow  halp  wiJ)-outen  mede.     Aue. 
Heil,  to  al  Angeles  loye  and  blis, 
Jjow  art  Qwen  J>er,  I  wot,  I-wis, 
i      Witnes  of  vr  Bokes. 
Heil  witti  and  wys  of  werkes, 
j3ou  drawest  bo])e  prestes  and  Clerkes 

Out  of  \>e  fendes  hokes.     Aue, 
Heil  fendes  fo,  feirest  of  alle  ! 
Jpi  Bed  was  In  an  Asse  stalle 

Whon  J)i  sone  was  Born. 
Heil  Aveddet  wyf  and  Mayden  eke, 
Of  pG  ]jis  holy  prophetes  speeke 

An  hundred  3er  bi-forn.     Aue. 
Heil  mihtiest  of  MiddeP-ert,  i 

Of  Jje  fe  fendes  ben  a-ferd 

And  douten  pe  ful  sore. 
Heil  cu??ifort  of  Careful  wyues ; 
When  fei  ben  ferd  of  heore  lyues, 

]5ou  helpest  hem  euer-more.     Aue. 
Heil  chyld  boren  In  Na3areth, 
)jou  beere  a  child  fat  to[c]  ^  fe  deth. 

As  alle  trewe  telle. 


39 


42 


45 


48 


61 


54 


57 


60 


63 


66 


69 


72 


75 


XXV.     Ave  Maria  !     The  Blessing  of  Tier. 


123 


Heil  Godus  Modur  gentyl  and  good, 

Jjou^  let  Adam  and  his  blood  i  r.  m 

Out  of  fe  pit  of  helle.     Aue. 
Heil  Modur  Merciabel, 
He  is  J>i  sone  wijj-outen  fabel 

Jjat  alle  Jjynge  wot. 
Heil  Meke  marie  of  renoun, 
J3i  sone  ha)>  for  vs  I-leyd  a-doun 

His  herte-blood  al  hot.     Aue. 
Heil  Mari  J>at  to  vs  hi3es ! 
Jji  Modur  bar  freo  Maries — 

So  feire  hire  beo-tydde ; 
On  was  Marie  lacobe, 
And  fat  ofur  Cleophe, 

And  J)ou,  ladi,  fe  fridde.     Aue. 
Heil  Marie,  wif  most  honour 
Corouned  qween  in  heuene-tour 

Bi-fore  J)y  sones  face  ; 
To  alle  neodfnl  Jjou  art  couj?, 
Wei  art  fou  cald  wijj  Angeles  Mouth, 

"  Marie  ful  of  grace."     Aue. 
"  Heil  Marie  ful  of  grace, 
Heil  beo  J>ou  in  vche  a  place, 

ffor  god  is  laft  wiJj  fe." 
In  heuene  and  eorfe  fou  beo  honoured, 
fEor  my  lyf  fou  hast  socoured 

And  drawen  def  from  me.     Aue. 
Heil  feirest  of  alle  floures, 
A-postles,^  Martires  an  Confessoures      i  ms.  Of  posties 

Jje  for  ladi  calle ; 
Heil  brihtor  fen  fe  sonne-beem, 
Jjou  beere  Ihesn  In  Bedlehem, 

Wi])  Blood  Jjat  bouht  vs  alle.     Aue. 
Heil  feirest  of  alle  landes. 
To  god  fou  hef  vp  fyn  handes 

\Vhon  Gabriel  \>e  grette. 
Heil  clerore  fen  f e  Cristal-ston, 
Jjou  art  in  heuene,  Blood  and  Bon, 

ffor  fer  fi  sone  pe  sette.     Aue. 


78 


81 


84 


87 


90 


93 


96 


99 


10: 


105 


108 


111 


lU 


thoa  wasit 
f;reele<l  l>y 
Uie  Angel. 


Fairert  of 
Flowerg, 


tlion  borest 
Christ  ill 
Bethlebeu. 


124  XXV.     Ave  Maria !     The  Blessing  of  her. 

Kail, Mary!     Heyl  Marie,  Blessed  kidde, 
A  feir  grace  fe  beo-tidde — 

])i  peere  is  nouhwher  leued  :  117 

Gjd  him-self  \>\  bodi  chees, 
To  sitte  wij)  him  on  his  dees 

And  here  Coroune  on  heued.     Aue.  120 

Heil  Marie  as  briht  as  day, 
In  thee  lay      Goddus  sone  wib-Inne  be  lay 

God's  Son,  ,,.     ^        ,  ^  r         J 

His  Burth  to  a-byde.  "  123 

who,  wiien      Whon  he  was  two  and  fritfi  jeer  old, 
inin'g  chain-    He  fauht  for  men  as  kempe  bold. 


pioii 


And  baar  ful  blodi  syde.     Aue.  126 

Heil  Marie,  fat  art  ay  boun 
To  kepe  us  from  temptacion 

Of  pe  fendes  Blake ;  129 

Heil  riche  Qween  of  vche  a  toun, 
ana  sufferd      Jji  sone  haj)  soffred  passioun 

ffor  al  Monkynde  sake.     Aue.  132 

Heil  briht  Braunche  of  Eose  rote. 
Of  J)e  sprong  a  sauour  swote 

\)aX  sauere])  ay  so  swete.  135 

Heil  Modur  of  al-holy  Chirche, 
And  alle  fat  euere  wol  wysly  worche, 

I  rede  fat  heo  fe  grete.     Aue.  138 

Heil  loachyms  loyful  seed, 
Thou  sawest     Jjou  sayh  whon  Lazarus  Avas  ded 

liiisaLaza-  Ifoure  dayes  and  More;  141 

Bi-fore  Martha  and  Magdeleyn 
Ihesu  called  him  to  lyue  a-jeyn 

And  for  him  rewed  sore.     Aue.  144 

Heil  Marie,  Mayden  sleihe, 
Mony  goode  dedes  fou  seije 

Of  fulke  fat  Ihesu  wrouhte :  147 

and  how  a       A  Mon  was  ded  and  lay  on  Bere, 
His  Moodur  Avif  fid  reuf  f ul  chere 

Grace  at  Ihesu  souhte ;    Aue.  150 

Heil  Marie,  of  gret  pite, 
Ihesu  for  f  e  loue  of  f  e 

Made  fat  wo??anon  blif e :  153 
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To  J>e  Bere  he  put  his  honde 
And  bad  pe  Cors  anon  vp  stonde ; 

To  lyue  hit  ros  als-swife.     Aue. 
Heil  Mayden,  heil  J)ou, 
Alle  Jji  loyes  I  may  not  nou 

In  my  song  telle ; 
Is  mony  an  hundred  3er  a-gone 
j3ou  hast  ben,  ladi,  queen  )jyn  one 

Of  heuene,  Erfe  and  helle.     Aue. 
Holy  Mayden,  wel  fe  be, 
)?at  was  at  fe  feste  of  Galyle, 

J)er  was  wanted  wyn  : 
Jji  sone  comau??det  men  in  halle 
WiJ)  watur  fuUe  heor  vessels  alle 

By-fore  Architriclyn ;     Aue. 
Heil  Marie,  J?at  sauh  al  fat : 
Whon  Ihesu  on  )ji  Barm  sat 

And  blessed  hit  wif  his  honde, 
Al  fe  watur  fat  jier  was  brouht 
By-com  red  wyn  al  vn-souht, 

J3er  nis  no  beter  in  londe.     Aue. 
Heil  semlokest  vndur  sonne, 
Jjorwh  fe  was  a  werk  by-gonne 

By-twene  God  and  IMon  ; 
Blessed  beo  pou  of  alle  wymmen, 
And  fe  fruyt  of  fi  wombe,  Amen, 

)3at  such  a  werk  bi-gon.     Aue. 

Blessed  beo,  ladi,  Jjyn  holy  nome, 

Jpat  schilde[s]i  vs  from  synne  and  schonie, 

And  Makes  fe  fend  vnglad  3        1  ms.  And  scinide 
J3er  fat  nempned  is  ^lari, 
Jje  fendes  by-gynnen  a-wei  to  fly 

And  dijef  neih  for  drad.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fyn  heued  aboue, 
Jjer  god  hath  schewed  his  moste  loue 

On  heih  riht  in  his  halle  : 
)3e  Coroune  of  heuene  fer-on  is  set, 
"Wijj  alle  fe  Angeles  fou  art  gret 

As  ladi  of  hem  alle.     Aue. 
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of  her. 


Blessed  be 
thy  Brain, 


thy  Fore- 


fhy  Brow&i 


thy  Eyes, 


thy  Nose! 


Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fat^  witti  Brayn  :  ^x.)>\ 

jjou  hast  niaad  fe  fend  vn-fayn 

}3at  deope  in  helle  sit ; 
Monnes  soules  |)at  weore  lost, 
Jjou  beer  a  child  on  Jji  Coste 

ffro  helle-pyne  ha])  hem  quit.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fat  holy  frount, 
)jat  holy  is  holden  and  sount, 

J3e  cheef  of  al  \ii  face ; 
Jjer-in  is  set  a  bond  of  wit, 
Vndur  J)e  croune  comly  knit 

Wi])  a  lonely  lace.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  \\  Brouwes  bent : 
A  feir  grace  God  hajj  J)e  sent, 

J3i  lookyng  is  lonely  ay. 
Ladi,  for  J)i  louesum  chere 
Prey  fi  sone,  fat  we  mowe  here 

Serue  htm  to  pay  !     Aue. 
Blessed  be,  ladi,  fy  Eiht  Ere : 
J3e  holygost,  he  liht  in  fero 

fflesch  and  Blod  to  take  ; 
God  sende  his  sone  adoun, 
To  soffre  pine  and  passioun 

And  faiht  wijj  fe  Drake.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  Ladi,  jjyn  ofur  Ere, 
ffor  hit  herknes  ay-where 

To  Men  fat  haue  to  done ; 
)5yn  Ere  is  open  at  vre  callyng : 
Whon  we  preye  for  eny  fing, 

Vr  erende  conief  sone.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  bofe  fyn  Eijen, 
JOat  freo  kynges  oflfringes  sejen 

Jjat  kneled  fe  by-fforen. 
j3ou  seost  euer-more  I-lyche 
loye  and  Blisse  in  heuene-riche — 

To  godur  hele  f  ou  weore  boren  !     Aue, 
Blessed  be,^  ladi,  a-mong  fi  wittes  *■  ms.  be  Jjou 

Jji  ffcire  ISTeose,  fat  comely  sittes 

Amidde  f i  frount  bi-nef en. 
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Ladi,  for  J?e  loue  of  Anastas 
Let  Ts  seo  fi  feire  ffaas, 

Whon  we  wenden  he))en  !     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  bofe  J)i  chekes  : 
Merci  for  vs  to  him  fou  sekes 

J3at  ]je  for  Modur  Ches. 
Ladi,  as  Jjou  art  Modur  mylde, 
ffrom  worldus  schome  Jjou  me  schylde, 

And  gete  vs  grith  and  pes  !     Aue. 
Ladi,  Lblessed  beo  |ji  Mouth : 
"VVhon  God  fe  sende  in  to  pe  south 

J)e  Aungel  Gabriel, 
)jow  onswerdest  Mekelych  and  sayde, 
"  I  am  heer  Godus  hond-Mayde  " — 

)3is  word  is  in  gospel.     Aue. 
Blessed  be,  lady,  Jji  trewe  tonge : 
A-Mong  wy?nmen  olde  and  3onge 

}3at  euer3ite  ban  ben, 
So  treowe  I-founden  was  neuer  non ; 
ffor-J)i  J)ou  art  in  Blod  and  Bon 

Corouned  heuene-Qween.  Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fi  Chin  Lchose  : 
fer-on  schal  neuer  mon  lose 

To  blesse  hit  niht  and  day ; 
Hit  schal  reue  him  serwe  and  synne. 
And  make  him  in  his  lyf  to  Wynne 

J)e  loye  fat  lastej)  ay.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  \\  brihte  neb-schaft — 
Of  kuynde  he  coufe  ful  wel  his  craft 

J3at  hit  hedde  entayled  ! 
}5e  teres  ron  doun  of  ^  fioode  » 

Whon  fou  8636  J)i  sone  on  Eoode, 

ffeet  and  hondes  nayled.  Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fi  white  sweere  : 
Ihesu,  fat  Jjou  louest  deere, 

Clupped  hit  ofte  a-boute. 
"Whose  wol  his  synne  forsake 
And  of  fat  cluppyng  loye  make, 

Hym  far  no  deueles  doute.     Aue. 
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Blessed  be 
thy  Throat, 


tliy  Hands, 


thy  Thumbs 
anil  Fiiigei-s, 


tliy  Bi-east, 


thy  Heart ! 


Blessed  beo,  lady,  J)i  clere  frote  : 
At  neode  euere  fou  dost  vs  note 
Whon  Bale  vs  hap  I-bounde. 
Ladi,  ])ou  neuere  woldest  jelpe, 
Prey  J)i  sone  fat  he  vs  helpe 

fEor  his  Blessede  wounde  !  Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pi  scholdres  two, 
And  pi  cleer  Canel-bonz^  also 

Jjat  semely  ben  in  siht : 
As  kyng,  kniht  or  Chanipioun 
ffor  Men  pou  art  redi-Boun 

Wip  pe  fend  to  fiht,     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pyn  Armes  tAveyne  : 
In  vche  a  gederyng  pou  art  gayne 

To  helpen  vs  at  nede ; 
Vr  wo  pou  tornest  to  weole, 
And  sauest  vs  from  wreches  fele — 
Blessed  beo  pou  to  Mede  !     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  hope  pin  hondes, 
})at  swapeled  him  in  swapelyng-bondes 

)3at  Monnes  soule  hap  wrouht, 
Heuene  and  helle  and  alle  londes, 
ffisch  and  ffoul.  See  and  Sondes, 
Al  he  maade  of  nouht.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,^  ladi,  and  feyre  hon  falle, 
}3i  phommes  and  pi  fEyngres  alle 

Jjat  genteliche  are  Maket, 
On  eiper  bond  wip  ffyngres  fyue ; 
)5ow  pati  hondelet  him  on  lyno  >  ■ 

Jjat  helle-fuir  has^  slaket.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pi  brihte  Brest : 
Ihe6'u  tok  per-in^  Eest,  » r. 

Mon  of  miht  most. 
"Was  neuer  non  so  clene  of  lyf 
As  pow  weore,  hope  Mayden  and  wyf, 

To  Eesseyue  pe  holygost.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pi  stable  herte  : 
Whon  pou  seje  pi  sone  smerte, 
Gret  Care  pou  keptost ; 
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"Whon  )}ou  sauli  him  Buffet  and  beten, 
Al  his  bodi  of  blood  by-weten, 

Ko  wondur  Jjauli  Jjou  weptest.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fi  brihte  wombe : 
Jjer-in  was  J)e  holy  Lombe 

J)at  boiiht  Adam  and  Eue, 
And  fe  fridde  day  also  blyue 
He  ros  vp  fro  dej)  to  lyue — 

Such  is  vre  bi-leeue.     Aue, 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fi  softe  sydes, 
In  loye  and  blis  J)ou  vs  abydes, 

Jjer  ]jou  schalt  beo  founden ; 
))i  sone  vs  bouhte  wij)  Eaunsoun 
And  drouh  vs  out  of  dungoun, 

J3er  Lucifer  lilit  i-boundun.     Aiie. 
Blessed  be,  ladi,  pi  feire  Bak, 
And  J)i  leendes  wiJ)-outen  lak, 

))at  dwellen  ay  in  Blis. 
Ladi,  for  J)i  muchel  honour 
Jjin  holy  help  and  ]>y  socour 

Let  vs  neuere  mis !     Aue. 
Blessed  Ijeo,  ladi,  |>y  Maydenbede  : 
i^'euer  was  in  pe  sowen  sede 

As  of  womuion-kynde ; 
fEor-})i  fou  art  coround  Qween 
Of  alle  wy;>imen  fat  han  I-ben 

Or  euer  schal  Mon  fjmde.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  J)i  hope  fhi^es, 
To  help  vs  ay  pat  hijes 

ffrom  pe  vn-hold  honde. 
Ladi,  to  pi  sone  vs  dresse. 
And  preye  hym  pat  he  vs  blesse 

And  mayntyme  in  sonde !     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pi  comely  knen, 
J3at  for  vs  alle  kneolynge  ben 

Bope  niht  and  day. 
Hit  is  but  on  vs  I-long, 
Wheper  we  worche  ille  or  wrong, 

Hou  we  schul  haue  vr  pay.     Au5. 

VERNON    MS. 
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Blessed  be 
thy  Womb, 


thy  Back, 


thy  Maiden- 


tl.y  Thighs, 


tliy  Knees! 
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Ulesseil  be 
thy  Sliaiiks 
and  Shins, 


thy  Toes, 


thy  Flesh, 
HhKHt,  Skin, 
anil  Uones, 


thy  Strength, 


tliy  Morals, 


thy  stedfast 
I'Uouglit ! 


Blessed  [beo],  ladi,  alle  beo-dene 
)ji  Schonkes  and  fi  Schynes  schene 

]jat  are  strong  and  styj^e ; 
Ofte  hast  \io\\  erly  and  late 
Don  vr  erende  at  heiiene-3ate 

And  Maked  vs  ful  blijje.  Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  \\  ^laydenhede, 
J5yn  haunches  and  fi  feire  fete, 

)3at  for  vs  trauayle.^ 
Ladi,  for  j)i  grete  grace 
A-Mong  ]?i  loyes  of  a  place 

Let  vs  neuere  fayle  !     Aue. 
Blessed,  ladi,  beo  al  Jji  toos  : 
Whon  J)OU  of  Childbedde  a-Eos, 

To  fe  Temple  fow  3eode, 
fEorte  folfulle  fat  la^ve 
J)at  was  vsud  by  Olde  dawe — 

Syraeon  sauli  |jat  dede.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  al  at  ones 
J3i  fflesch  |)i  blod,  fi  skyn  Jji  bones. 

And  J)in  Entrayles  wij). 
Ladi,  for  J)i  Muchel  honour 
Prey  Ihesu  vr  sauyour. 

He  graunt  vs  pees  and  grith  !     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  pi  grete  strengjje  : 
)5ou  hast  drawen  my  lyf  on  lengj)e 

And  don  an  A\m.us  werk  ; 
)3ow  boldest  fe  fend  vndur  foote, 
j3o\v  geete  fro  his  herte-Rote 

Theophules  lettre,  pe  Clerk.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  Jji  goode  pewes, 
)?at  kepen  vs  from  fe  blake  schrewes 

)jat  Mennes  soules  ban  craned  ; 
Jje  grete  oJjus  Jjat  Men  ban  svvoren 
Hedde  I-maad  j^e  world  for-loren. 

But  as  pou  hast  hit  saued.     Aue. 
Blessed  beo,  ladi,  Jji  stable  pouht : 
Vre  neodes  for-jetest  fou  nouht, 

J30W  delest  wij)  nOn  hoket ; 


1  MS.  doost  tr. ;  doost  overl. 
by  another  hand. 
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Bi-fore  fe  kyng  fat  dcmes  riht 
j3ou  pledest  for  meu  day  and  nilit — 
Blessed  beo  fat  voket !     Aue. 

Blessed  beo,  ladi,  fi  swetues. 
Al  Monkynde  more  and  les 

To  helle  were  fei  gon, 
Jjei  weoreu  alle  in  helle  i-bounde, 
Til  Jji  Sone  wij>  blodi  wounde 

Hed  leesed  hem  out  vchon.     Aue. 

Blessed  beo,  ladi,  \i  feirliede, 
Menget  al  \vi)>  whit  and  Eede, 

Wi])  brihtnes  al  bi-Eon. 
Ladi,  flour  of  alle  londes, 
Bryng  h.im  out  of  earful  bondes 

Jjat  hath  fis  song  bi-gon !     Aue. 

Blessed  ladi,  Blesse  I  schal 
j3y  Lyf,  J)i  Soule,  fi  Bodi  al 

J3at  eeuene  to  heuene  went. 
As  wis,  ladi,  beo  vr  frend 
And  schild  vs  from  pe  foule  fend. 

And  let  vs  neuer  be  schent.     A  M.  E  N. 
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Blessed  he 
thy  Sweet- 
ness, 


t)iy  Fairness, 


thy  Ijfe,  Soul 
and  Body ! 


Shield  Ds, 
Lady,  from 
408    the  Fiend! 


[XXVI.    %\x  msun  U  ]>t  iiwt  ioau^ks 

of  T^estis  crisfus.y 

Ihe-9us,  fat  dijedest  vppon  fe  tre 
And  foledest  def  for  loue  of  me 
And  for  myn  elder  sake,  3 

ffrom  fe  deuel  and  al  his  miht 
)5ow  kepe  me,  bofe  day  and  niht, 

"VVher  I  slepe  or  wake.  6 

Lord,  3if  me  grace  to  worclie  fi  wille 
And  pi  Comaundement  to  forffille, 

)3at  heuene  may  beo  my  Meede.  9 

Ihesu,  bring  me  to  fi  Eeste, 
Jjat  euere  wif-outen  ende  schal  leste, 

And  help  me  at  al  my  nede.  12 

^  So  the  title  in  the  Index. 


Jesu,  keep 


Give  me 
grace  to  do 
Thy  will! 
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Hear  me 
wlien  I  call 
to  Thee ! 


For  encli 
of  Tliy  5 
Wounds, 
let  us  say  a 
Pater  Xoster. 


The  wounds 
1.  in  Thy 


2.  in  Thy 
right  Hand, 


Now  God,  J)at  died  on  fe  Rode 
And  fer-on  scliedde  J)in  herte-blode, 

And  of  jNIarie  was  boren, 
Heer  me  wlion  I  to  pe  calle, 
And  let  me  neucre  in  synne  falle, 

Ne  for  my  mis-dede  be  loren. 

Ihe.^u,  J)ii  fyue  woundes  on  J?e  Eoode 
}5at  foil  Jjoledest  for  monnes  goode, 

Moot  my  socour  be. 
In  fe  worschipe  of  \)i  wounde 
}5at  jjyii  herte  polede  in  pat  stounde, 

A  Pater  noster  sei  we.         Pater. 

In  J»e  worschipe  of  fi  rilit  honde 
J3at  was  woundet  in  fe  holy  londe 

And  nayled  to  pe  tre, 
Heere  to-day  my  preyere, 
As  wis  as  fou  bouhtest  me  dere 

Haue  Merei,  lord,  on  me.         Pater. 

IhesvL  lord  fat  is  so  Mylde, 
ffrom  dedly  synne  foil  me  schilde 

Bofe  day  and  niht ; 
Cumforte  me,  Ihesu,  wif  fi  sonde, 
As  wisliche  as  fi  kift  honde 

Was  nayled  wif  on-riht.         Pater. 

God,  schilde  my  soule  fat  day  fro  care 
Whon  bit  schal  from  my  bodi  fare ; 

Haue  Merci,  lord,  on  me. 
As  wis  as  I  leiie  wel  and  wot 
J3at  on  f  e  goode  ffriday  f i  riht  fot 

Was  nayled  to  f  e  tre.         Pater. 

As  Avis  as  harde  to  fe  tre 

\)i  lift  ffoot  was  nayled  for  me, 

Graunte  me  fi  grace, 
J)at  I  may  haue  f i  loyful  reste, 
|jat  wif-outen  ende  schal  leste. 

And  seo  f  i  louely  face.     AMEN. 


Pater. 
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[XXVII.    Ill  mmvi  ta  ]>t  f»ue  toges 

MArie  Modur,  wel  >e  bee !  "^^  ^^ 

Modiir  and  Mayden,  fenk  on  me 
fEor  Jji  niuchel  miht !  3 

Marie  Mayden  meke  and  niylde, 

ffrom  mis-chaunce  to-day  me  schylde,  ciiance^"^ 

J3at  me  ne  dere  no  ■svilit.     Aue.  6 

Marie,  fou  hast  no  peere, 

Heere  to<Iay  my  preyere,  Hear  my 

Jjouh  I  vn-worJ)i  be  ;  9 

To  J>e  I  clepe  and  calle  : 
As  jjou  art  flonr  of  alle 

Jjou  haue  ^lerci  of  me.     Aue.  12 

ISIarie  Modur  and  Mayden  eke,  for'ri,"*i-ive 

ffor  fat  loye  I  fe  by-seche  •''*>■*= 

J3at  Gabriel  fe  grette,  15 

Jjat  loye  me  kepe  day  and  niht 
ffrom  Jje  deuel  and  al  his  miht, 

And  of  mis-dede  me  lette.     Aue.  18 

ffor  be  loye  bat  God  was  boren  *•  «i'en  goa 

'  "f      '  was  boru  of 

Let  me  not,  ladi,  beo  forioren  u»ee; 

jjat  ))i  sone  bonht  dere,  21 

But  vndurfong  to-day  my  beode, 
Jjut  hit  may  stonde  me  in  sum  steode 

borwh  fi  preyere.     Aue.  24 

And  for  be  loye  bat  fro  deb  to  lyue  3.  wi.en  He 

r  -i      T  T  J  ,oge  from  ^^^g 

God  vp-Eos  wij)  woundes  fyue  i>e*d: 

Yppon  J)e  paske-day,  27 

Beo-seche  J)i  sone,  ladi  Mylde, 

ffrom  mischaunce  pat  he  me  schilde 

As  wis  as  he  best  may.     Aue.  30 

And  for  be  love  God  steili  to  heuene  *•  *''*'«""«, 

On  holy  Jjoresday  wiJ)  mylde  steuene,  Heaven; 

Help  me,  ladi  of  miht,  33 

1  So  the  title  in  the  Index. 


1.  when  Ga- 
briel greeted 
Thee; 


134 


XXVIII.     A  third  'Hail,  Mary!' 


5.  when  tliou 
wentest  to 
Heaven. 


And  beo  bofe  my  sclield  and  spere, 
)3at  no  w'ikked  nion  nie  dere 
Ne  deuel  bi  day  no  niht.     Aue, 

And  for  Jje  loye  aftur  Jjyn  ende, 
Bi-fore^  to  heuene  per  fou  dudest  wende 

In  Murjje  and  lolyte, 
Eryng  me  in  to  fat  reste 
J3at  euer  wiJ>-outen  ende  schal  leste, 

3if  J)i  wille  be.     Aue. 

Laiiy,  letme    Ladi,  flour  of  wy??«uen-kynne, 
3if  me  grace  ]ji  loue  to  wynne, 
Mayden  feir  and  fre, 
never  lose  the  And  let  me  neuer  for  no  synne 

Joy  that  thou 

art  ill !  ffor-go  Jjat  loye  pat  \o\\  art  Inne, 

AMEN  par  Charite.     Aue. 


3G 


39 


42 


45 


48 


chief  of 
Cliastity ! 


[XXVIII.    %  sdxiimw  U  W  labn.]' 

Heil  beo  |joav,  Marie  Moodur  and  May, 
Mylde  and  Meke  and  Merciable  ! 
Heyl  follich  fruit  of  sojjfast  fay, 

A3eyn  vche  stryf  studefast  and  stable  ;  4 

Heil  soffast  soule  in  vche  a-say — 
Vndur  pi  sone  is  non  so  able ; 
Heil  logge  pat  vre  lord  in  lay, 

)5e  formast  pat  neuer  was  fou?«den  in  fable.  8 

Heil  trewe,  troupeful  and  tretable, 
Heil  cheef  i-chosen  of  Chastite, 
Heil  homely,  hende  and  amyable  : 
Do  prey  for  vs  to  pi  sone  so  fre.     Aue.  1 2 

Heil  sterre  pat  neuer  stuntep  liht, 
Heil  Busch  Brennyng  pat  neuer  was  brent ; 
Heil  rihtful  nilere  of  eueri  riht, 
Schadewe  to  scliilde  pat  scholde  be  schent ; 


1  1  A  simile  used 


16 


1  So  the  title  in  the  Index.     The  first  6  stanzas  are  printed 
in  Warton,  Hist,  of  Engl.  Poetry,  1871,  II.  p.  283. 


XXVIII.     A  third  'Hail,  Mart/!' 
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'  on  erasure. 
'  r.  god  is 


Heil,  Blessed  beo  J)ow,  lilosme  brilit, 
To  trou|)e  and  trust  was  |)yu  entent ; 
Heil  Maydeii  and  Modnr  most  of  miht, 
Of  alle  mischeues  a-Meudement. 
Heil  spice  sprong  )>at  neuer  was  spent, 
Heil  trone  of  \)e  Trinite, 
Heil  soio2«-nei  J>at  Godus^  sone  to  sent 
Jjow  preye  for  vs  \>i  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

Heil  hertely  in  holinesse, 
Heil  hope  of  help  to  heihe  and  lowe, 
Heil  strengfe  and  stal^  of  stabelnesse,         >  on  en 
Heil  wyndouwe  of  heuene-wowe, 
Heil  reson  of  al  rihtwysnesse, 
To  vche  a  Caytyf  ciimfort  to  knowe, 
Heil  Inocent  out  of  Angernesse, 
Vr  takel,  vr  tol  fat  we  on  trowe ; 
Heil  frend  to  alle  fat  beop  for))  flowe, 
Heil  liht  of  loue  and  of  lewte, 
Heil  brihtor  J>en  Jje  lilod  on  snowe  : 
J)ow  preye  for  vs  to  \>i  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

Heil  Mayden,  heil  iNIodur,  heil  Martir  trewe, 
Heil  kyndely  I-knowe  Confessour  ; 
Heil  euenere  of  old  lawe  and  of  newe, 
Heil  Builders  boold  of  cristes  hour ; 
Heil  Rose  hijest  of  hyde  and  hewe, 
Of  alle  fFruytes  feirest  fflour ; 
Heil  Tortul  tiaistiest  and  trewe, 
Of  alle  troufe  jjou  art  tresour ; 
Heil  puyred  princesse  of  paramour, 
Heil  Blosme  of  Brere,  Brihtest  of  ble, 
Heil  owner  of  eorfly  honour  : 
J)ou  prey  for  vs  to  J)i  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

Heil  hende,  heil  holy  Emperesse, 
Heil  qtteue^  corteis,  comely  and  kynde  ;      >  on  er 
Heil  distruyere  of  eueri  stresse, 
Heil  mender  of  eueri  monnes  mynde ; 
Heil  Bodi  fat  we  ouhte  to  blesse, 
So  feijjful  frend  may  neuer  mon  fynde ; 
Heil  lenere  and  louere  of  largencsse, 
Swete  and  swettest  pat  neuer  may  swynde  ; 


20 


24 


28 


32 


36 


40 


44 


48 


52 


56 


Hail,  liriglit 
Blossom, 


Tlirone  of  the 
Trinity ! 


Hail,  Help  to 
high  and  low, 


Friend  to  all, 
and  Light  of 
Love: 


Hail,  Martyr, 
and  Con- 
lessor, 


fairest 
Flo.ver, 
truest  Turtle, 


Empress  and 
Qneeu! 
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XXVIII.     A  third  'Hail,  Mary 


Hail, 

Uui-geon  of 
Bounty! 


Hail,  Pearl, 


Princess  of 
Pity, 


Heil  Bo  ten  ere  of  eum  bocli  hlynde, 
Heil  Borgun  brilites[t]  of  alle  bounte, 
Heil  trewore  pen  fe  wode-bynde  : 
Jjou  pray  for  us  to  J)i  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

Heil  Modur,  heil  Mayden,  heil  heuene-qwene, 
Heil  ^atus^  of  paradys,  » >-.3ate 

Heil  Sterre  of  fie  Se  pat  enere  is  seene, 
Heil  riche,  Eyal  and  Eiht-wys ; 
Heil  Buyrde,  I-blesset  mote  pow  beene, 
Heil  perle,  of  al  perey  pe  pris, 
Heil  Schadewe  in  vch  a  schour  schene, 
Heil  fayrore  pen  pe  flour  delys ; 
Heil  cher  chosen  pat  neuer  nas  chis, 
Heil  chef  chaumbre  of  Charite, 
Heil  in  avo  pat  euere  was  wys : 
J30W  prey  for  vs  to  pi  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

Heil  welle  of  merci,  watur  of  lyf, 
Heil  gentel  ^erde  of  lesse  Roote ; 

Heil  Mayde,  heil  JMoodur,  heil  Avedded  wyf, 

Jji  blessednes  brouht  us  til  vr  bote ; 

Heil  studefast  stuntere  of  eueri  strif , 

J3e  feirest  pat  euer  jeode  vppon  fote ; 

If I'om  vs  vche  a  deuel  pou  deest  drif ; 

Heil  swete,  heil  swettest,  heil  most  swote; 

Heil  Mayden  pat  for  vs  most  mote, 

Heil  puired  princes  of  pite, 

Heil  Mirour  vche  mon  on  to  tote  : 

Jjow  pray  for  vs  to  pi  sone  so  fre. 
Heil  holy  lierte,  hope  of  hele, 

Heil  fostrere  of  vre  ful  fay, 

Heil  worchere  of  pis  worldly  wele, 

Heil  wissere  of  vre  rihtAvys  way, 

Heil  fallere  of  pe  fendes  fele,^ 

Heil  logge  pat  vre  lord  in  lay, 

Heil  Chartre  pat  Ihesus  gon  a-sele  : 

ffor  vs,  ladi,  to  pi  sone  pou  pray 

)5at  at  pe  dredf  ul  domus-day 

Vre  a-vokes  pat  3e  may  be, 

ffor  non  opur  pen  help  us  may 

Saue  pi-self  and  pi  swete  sone  fre. 


Aue. 


Aue. 


GO 
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XXVIII.     A  third  'Sail,  Mary!' 
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Heil  hed  of  worschip,  cristes  trone, 
)5e  semely  Temple  of  Salamon ; 
Heil  brihte^t  Sonne,  vn-meued  Mone, 
Heil  f ul  fles  of  yedeon  ;  ^ 


on  erasure. 


100 


Hail, 

Temple  of 
Solomon, 
Sun  and 
Moon ! 


108 

1  This  stanza  in  the  MS. 
written  at  the  foot  of  tlie 
page. 

2  MS.  trosorie 


Heil  help  to  hem  fat  han  to  done, 

Lone  of  Angel,  murfe  of  man  : 

J)i  socour,  ladi,  send  vs  sone 

And  help  vs,  for  we  han  mis-gan.  104 

Chai'bokel  neuer  so  cler  schone 

As  36  schj-ne  in  cristes  see. 

To  30 \v,  ladi,  I  make  my  mone  : 

Prey  for  vs  to  \\  sone  so  fre.     Aue. 

^Heil  Archa  federis  eue?"e  I-loke, 
Cristes  trewe  tresorie  ;2 
Heil  Archa  of  noe  neuer  to-broke, 
fifor  worldli  wawe  jjat  neuer  wolde  wrie ;  112 

Heil  esterne  3ate  faste  I-stoke 
Se])J)e  god  J)i  sotie  code  out  per-bye ; 
Heyl  chosen  chastite  fe  3oke, 

engendreer  of  vre  ge?2trte ;  116 

Heil  kuyndenesse,  heil  cortesye, 
Heil  douweer  of  diuinite,     ^ 
Heil  susteynour  of  Seyntuarie  : 
J)ou  preye  for  vs  jji  sone  so  fre.     Aue.  1 20 

Heil  lok,  heil  loue,  heil  Marie ! 
I  heile  jje  wij)  herte  and  ]jouht, 
I  heile  fe  wiJ)  Mou]?  and  ei3e, 

ffor  my  wilde  werkes  han  beo  noulit;  124 

I  heile  fe  and  iMerci  crie, 
Wi]j  al  my  bodi  I  haue  mis-vrrcuht ; 
I  heile  fe  Avhon  I  schal  dye. 

And  help  to  blisse  ])at  we  be  brouht.  128 

Pray  fi  sone,  ])at  vs  deore  bouht, 
Graunt  vs  grace  for  his  pite, 
J3auh  synnes  haue  vs  Jjorwh-souht ; 
Bri7ig  vs  to  fi  blis  fat  euer  schal  be,  Amew.   Aue.    132 


Hail,  Ark  of 
the  Covenant, 
Treasnrj'  of 
Christ ! 


Hail  Lock, 
Love,  Mary 


Bring  us  to 
thy  Bliss : 
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[XXIX.   Stivaxks  Qi  o\m  MtV 

{A  Picture.)     I.  [Ijou  ]>t  titt  off  crotejit  bus  bilguewb 


of  ]>c'u  jDnxmjTS  fag  bxt  lubjr  took.] 
I'll  tell  yon      T    Ordus,  jif  26  wol  lusteii  to  me, 

how  the  City        I     ,    ^,  J  ,  ,      ^. 

ofcioteyvvas   JLi  Of  Croteve,  be  noble  Gite, 
Our  Laay.       ffuTst  liou  lilt  bi-seget  Avas 

And  sepfen  dilyueret  forw  god?/s  gras  4 

^  Ed.  before  by  me  in  Herr\g''s  Arrldv,  1876.  On  the  various  collec- 
tions of  Miracles  of  our  lady  see  Mussafia,  Sitzungsher.  der  Wiener  Acad, 
der  Wmensch.,  1887-8. 

2  So  the  title  in  the  Index. 

The  Index  to  MS.  Vem.  gives  the  following  list  of  these  Miracles  ;  only 
the  first  9  (the  9th  unfinished)  are  preserved  in  the  MS. 

1.  hou  \)Q  cite  off  croteye  was  delyuered  of  j^eir  enemys  by  vre  lady  coote. 

2.  hou  ]>Q  lewes,  in  despit  of  vre  lady,  jjrewe  a  clijld  in  a  gonge. 

3.  hou  an  holy  hermyt  prayde  a  synful  womman  pray  god  for  hym. 

4.  hou  a  lew  putte  his  sone  in  a  brennyngge  ouene,  for  he  was  communed 

wit  ofjur  cristene  children  on  \>e  pask-day. 

5.  hou  a  man,  for  ache,  cut  of  his  foot,  and  was  heled  ajeyn  by  vre  lady. 
G.  hou  a  iew  lente  a  cristenemon  moneye,  and  took  vre  lady  to  borow. 

7.  Of  a  prest  jjat  lay  by  a  nonne. 

8.  hou  vre  lady  3af  mylk  off  heore  pappes  to  a  man  ]pat  hadde  J^e  squynacye. 

9.  Of  an  incontinent  monk,  \>at  was  drouned,  and  rered  ajeyn  by  vre  lady 

to  lyf. 

10.  Of  a  clerk  J^at  wolde  euerj'  day  segge  ]pe  fyue  ioyes  of  vre  lady. 

11.  hou  vre  lady  dude  j^e  offys  of  a  sextresse  fyftene  ^eer  for  a  nonne. 

12.  hou  a  god  wyf  by-nam  fro  an  ymage  of  vre  lady  j^e  ymage  of  heore 

child. 

13.  Of  a  deuout  knyt  off  kyrkeby. 

14.  hou  a  wommon  slow  heore  doutour  hosebonde,  and  was  dampned  to  ^e 

fuyr,  and  delyuered  by  vre  lady. 

15.  hou  J^e  deuel  took  lyknesse  of  a  wommon,  and  seyde  he  was  godes 

modur. 

16.  hou  out  of  a  monkes  mouth,  aftur  his  deeth,  grew  a  lilie,  and  in  euery 

leef  was  wryten  wyt  large  lettres  of  gold  :  aue  maria. 

17.  hou  a  nonne  fur^at  to  grete  vre  ladye,  and  ful  in  apostasye. 

18.  hou  seynt  Bernard  say  twey  children  ydrouned  for  fjeir  inobedience. 

19.  Of  {jys  antynene  :  Salue  regiua. 

20.  hou  vre  lady  sauter  bygan. 

21.  hou  vre  lady  was  a  medewyf  in  ]>q  churche  of  seynt  michel  in  monte 

tumba. 

22.  hou  \>Q  feste  of  ]>q  natiuite  of  vre  lady  by-gan. 

23.  Of  a  deuout  clerk  fjat  died  in  drenkelenschipe,  &  was  W3'rned  sepulcre. 

24.  Of  a  Jjef  j^at  was  ]>vq  dayes  hanget,  and  saued  by  vre  lady. 

25.  Of  a  prest  ]>&i  coude  non  o|jur  masse  but  salua  fMUGts,  parens. 

26.  hou  l^e  deuel,  in  liknesse  of  a  bole  and  of  o])ur  bestes,  eucumbrede  a 

monk  for  he  was  ones  drunke. 

27.  Of  a  wommon  off  Kome  \>&i  conceyuede  bi  heore  owne  sone,  &  slou 

heore  child. 

28.  Off  a  child  \>ai  weddede  an  ymage  of  vre  lady. 

29.  hou  at  ])e  cite  of  Tholuse  ]pe  priuetes  were  kuowe  of  lewes. 


XXIX.  Mari/s  Miracles.    1.  Tlie  Sciving  of  Crotey  city.    139 


The 
of 
Crotey  CUff. 


From  the 
PicU'Iand. 


Bnllo  came 
with  a  host. 


and  conqaerd 

Northern 

Countries. 


Then  he  woij 
Normandy, 


And  J)orw  fe  help  of  vre  ladi, 

So  witnesse)?  Mimcle  of  Man. 

Out  of  peihtes  lend  )3er  came 

A  kniht  pat  Eollo  was  his  name  ; 

He  gederet  wi)?  him  out  of  fe  north  Cost 

Of  diuprse  nacions  a  wel  gret  host, 

Out  of  Deneniarch  and  Xorth-wey, 

Of  feolore  folk  \)en  I  con  sey.  12 

JMony  Cuntres  he  can  destruye, 

Wel  muchel  pepule  he  gan  anuye, 

In  mony  a  Coost,  bi  Est  and  West, 

He  won  him  londes  bi  Conquest.  16 

ffurst  he  bi-gon  in  fe  North  Cuntre, 

And  aftur  he  schipet  ouer  J)e  See. 

Sire  Eollo  wi\>  al  his  host 

Ariuede  in  ffrau/ice  vp  in  a  cost.  20 

)3at  Cu?«tre  gon  he  furst  destmije, 

Jjerfore  he  called  hit  Northmondye, 

ffor  Jjei  dude  men  to  defe  i-lome 

Jpat  out  of  J)e  North  cost  come ;  24 

jjerfore  he  called  hit  Northmondye, 

As  writen  I  fynde  in  his  storye : 

Of  Bruit  pe  Crouicle  witnesset  wel 

Jjis  Conquest  of  Eollo  eueridel.  28 

Hit  was  pe  furste  Duik  in  ]?at  lond, 

IFor  he  furst  won  hit  vnp  his  hond. 

30.  hou  vre  lady  jaf  to  seynt  Bonyte  J^e  bisschoph  holy  vestemens. 

31.  hou  ]>e  deuel,  in  fala  liknesse  of  seynt  lame,  made  a  man  cutte  of  his 

priue  menbres. 

32.  Of  a  monk  of  Cisteus,  {jat  vre  ladjrtook  in  heore  armes,  and  custe  hyni. 

33.  hou  Constantyn  ]>e  Emperour  ordeynede  for  euere-mor  in  seynt  petre 

churche  at  Rome,  in  wyrschip  of  seynt  petre,  a  lampe  wyt  Baume 
perpetuelly  breunyngge. 

34.  Of  seynt  fulbert  JJe  bisschop,  }pat  made  )?€  stor)'e,  and  J^e  legende,  and 

ojjur  tretys  off  \>e  natiuite  of  vre  lady. 

35.  Of  a  mayden  ]>at  was  cald  Musa. 

30.  Of  a  malicious  priour  of  seynt  sjuiyours  of  {je  cite  of  papye. 

37.  Of  seynt  lerom,  bisschoph  of  papye. 

38.  Of   a  whyth  corporaus  was  in-tync  wit  red  wyn,  in  seynt  Micbeles 

churche,  j^at  his  cald  cluse. 
.39.  hou  vre  lady  taute  a  clerk  hou  he  schulde  s^ge  heore  complyn. 

40.  Of  {?e  schrewednesse  of  lustynyan  )je  emperour. 

41.  And  why  {jc  feste  of  f^e  puryticacion  was  ordeyned. 

42.  hou  an  ymage  of  \je  child  off  vre  lady  taute  anojjur  child  and  prej'de 

hym  to  come  dyne  wyt  hym. 


and  xrna  its 
first  Duke. 


140    XXIX.  Mary's  Miracles.    1.  The  Saving  of  Crotey  city. 


RoUo  kild 
many  men. 


He  besiegd 
tlie  City  of 
Crotey. 


Bp.Walt«lin 


bad  the 
citizens  pray 
for  help. 


He  prayrt  to 
tlie  Virgin 
Mary, 


and  bare  her 
kirtle  in  pro- 
cession tliro' 
the  town. 


This  relic 
blinded 
Hollo's  men, 


\Vhon  EoUo  fat  knilit  was  Jjider  I-conie« 
And  mony  a  toun  fei  liedde  I-nomen, 
Mony  a  Mon  fei  dude  to  defe, 
fful  fewe  ]jei  saueden,  and  ^it  vnnejje. 
And  as  he  trauayled  on  his  lorney, 
He  com  to  a  Citee,  was  called  Crotey. 

))us  sone  Sire  Eollo  wij)  his  Eoute 
Bi-sette  fat  Citee  wif  sege  a-boute. 
"Wif-Inne  J?e  Citee  men  hedde  grot  drede  : 
Heore  Enemys  were??  so  dovihti  of  dede ; 
Of  socour  pei  sejen  non  ofur  won 
But  3elden  fe  Cite,  or  elles  ben  slon. 

AJS"  holi  Bisschop  \ier  was  fer-Inne, 
)5at  was  called  sire  Waltelinne, 
He  was  Bisschop  of  fat  Citee, 
A  swuyfe  noble  mon  was  he. 
He  tauhte  heom  3erne  knele  and  crie 
To  crist  and  to  his  Modur  Marie ; 
}3orw  help  of  hire  fat  bar  vr  lord 
He  hopede  fei  schulden  ban  sone  cu7?ifort. 
Sef  en  him-self  gof  to  f  e  Sextri^e, 
)3at  was  f  e  Munstres  treserye ; 
Vr  ladi  Curtel  fer-Inne  he  found. 
"Wif  gret  Reuerence  he  kneled  to  ground, 
J3er  to  Marie  he  beed  his  bone 
To  sende  f  a^  Cite  socotir  sone. 
Wif  peple  and  gret  p?-ocessioun 
He  bar  fat  Eelyk  forw  al  fe  toun, 
fFul  deyntely  diht  vppon  a  spere, 
As  lordus  Baner  displayet  in  werre. 
Jje  Bisschop  heet  cast  vp  f  e  jate 
And  bad  his  folk  folewe  hym  algate, 
Him-self  bi-fore?i  and  fei  be-hynde ; 
He  hoped  in  Marie  help  to  fynde. 
A-non  as  fei  were  f us  out  went, 
Heore  enemys  lettew  hem  not  but  schewt : 
ffor  so  a-stoneyd  and  ferede  men 
ISTere  neuer  worse  few  fei  were  f eii ! 
Whon  on  fat  relyk  fei  caste  heore  silit, 
J3ei  woxe  start  ^-blynde  anon-riht ;  >  r,  s 
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Jjei  militen  no  more  defe?iden  heoni  feu 

)?en  so  mony  blynde  or  drounkene  Men. 

}je  Citeseins  tokera  hem  at  heore  wille, 

Sujnme  to  Eau?^sum,  and  su?Hme  to  spille. 

Sifen  ]?ei  turnen  a^eyn  to  ]>e  Citee 

"Wijj  Murfe  and  gret  solempnite. 

And  herieden  heihly  Jjat  Mylde  may 

J3at  socourde  and  saued  he/zi  so  fat  day. 

And  do  we  on  Jje  same  wyse 

Bojje  glade  and  blife  wjj?  bisy  seruise, 

Jje  same  ladi  forte  qweme, 

)?at  so  in  Mischeef  to  vs  takej)  ^eme 

To  hire  sone  crist  \xq  erende  to  bede, 

And  socouref  vs  so  at  eueri  nede. 

Nou,  ladi,  preye  \i  sone  on  hih 

.To  alle  cristene  he  graunte  Merci !     Amen. 


72 


76 


so  that  the 
Citizens 
captured 
tlieui. 


and  blest 
Mary  for  her 
help. 


84 


Lady,  pray 
tliy  S<m  to 
have  mercy 
on  all  Chris- 
tians. 


£.     The 
Child  flain 
by  Jew*. 


(Picture.)     II.  [bou  ])t  lefcots,  in  irrspif  of  brc  labir, 
frtfac  a  £^glb  in  a  gouge.] 

WOse  louej)  wel  vre  ladi, 
Heo  wol  quiten  his  wiUe  wel  whi, 
OpvLT  in  his  lyf  or  at  his  ende  : 

Jje  ladi  is  so  freo  and  hende.  4 

Hit  fel  [so]  sum-tyme  in  Parys,  in  Paris  was 

As  witnessej)  in  holy  writ  Storys. 

In  Jje  Cite  bi-fel  Jjis  cas  : 
A  pore  child  was  of  porchas,  8  a  poor  child, 

jjat  wij)  J)e  Beggeri  fat  he  con  wj'nne 
He  fond  su?/idel  what  of  ^  his  kinne,  i  r.  for 

His  ffader,  his  Moder,  and  eke  him-self ; 
He  begged  in  Cite  bi  eueri  half.  12 

\)e  child  non  ofur  Craftus  coufe 
But  winne  his  lyflode  wif  his  Moufe. 
J)e  Childes  vois  was  swete  and  cler. 
Men  lusted  his  song  wif  riht  good  cher ;  16 

Wif  his  song  fat  was  ful  swete 
He  gat  Mete  from  strete  to  strete. 
Men  herked  his  song  ful  likyngly  : 
Hit  was  an  Antimne  of  vre  lady,  20 


who  got  his 
living  by 
sweetly  sing- 
ing 


Alma  Re- 
demploris 
Mater. 


The  Jews 
were  ilis- 
gusteU  at 
tliis. 
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He  song  jjat  Antimne  eueri-wher, 

I-Called  Alma  Redemptoris  IVIater, 

)3at  is  forfiihlly  to  mene  : 

"Godus  Moder,  Mylde  and  Clene,  24 

Heuene  3ate  and  Sterre  of  se, 

Saue  fi  peple  from  synne  and  we." 

)3at  song  was  holden  deynteous, 

)3e  child  song  hit  from  hous  to  hous.  28 

ffor  he  song  hit  so  lykynglye, 

)3e  lewes  hedde  alle  to  hym  Envye. 

Til  hit  fel  on  a  seters-day 

\)Q  Childes  wey  forw  fe  lewerie  lay :  32 

)?e  lewes  liedden  fat  song  in  hayn, 

Jjerfore  fei  schope  fie  child  be  slayn. 

So  lykingly  Jje  Child  song  Jjer, 

So  lustily  song  he  neuer  er.i  i  w.  33-34, 35-36  to  be  transp.?   36 

On  of  fe  lewes  Malicious 
Tilled  J3e  child  in  to  his  hous  j 
His  Malice  fere  he  gan  to  kuyfe  : 
He  Cutte  J)e  childes  frote  alswijje. 

)?e  child  ne  spared  nout  for  fat  wrong, 
But  neuer-fe-latere  song  forf  his  song ; 
Whon  he  hedde  endet,  he  eft  bi-gon, 
His  syngyng  coufe  stoppe  no  mon. 

\)er-oi  fe  leuh  was  sore  anuyet. 
Leste  his  Malice  mihte  ben  aspyet, 
J5e  leuh  bi-J?ouhte  him  of  a  gynne : 
In  to  a  gonge-put  fer  wif-Inne 
\)Q  child  adoun  fer-Inue  he  frong. 
)3e  child  song  euere  f  e  same  song  j 
So  lustily  fe  child  con  crie, 
)5at  song  he  neuer  er  so  hy3e  : 
Men  mihte  him  here  fer  and  neer, 
|5e  Childes  vols  was  so  heij  and  cleer. 
T^E  Childes  moder  was  wont  to  a-byde 
J     Euery  day  til  fe  I^on-tyde, 
J3en  was  he  wont  to  bringe  heom  mete, 
Such  as  he  mihte  wif  his  song  gete. 
Bote  fat  day  was  f e  tyme  a-past. 
Jje;'fore  his  ]\Ioder  was  sore  a-gast ;  60 


cut  the  boy's 
throat, 


and  put  liim 
down  a  privy. 


But  still  the 
Child  sang 
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Wij?  syk  and  serwe  in  eueri  strete 

Heo  soixhte  wher  heo  mihte  wi))  him  mete. 

Bote  wlion  heo  com  in  to  fe  leweiy, 
Heo  lierde  liis  vois  so  cler  of  cry. 
Aftur  ]?at  vois  his  Modur  dreuh  : 
AVher  he  was  Inne,  ]?erbi  heo  kneuh. 

)3en  of  hire  child  heo  asked  a  siht. 
\)e  lew  wif-nayted  him  anon-riht, 
And  seide  fer  nas  non  such  child  frinne. 
\)e  childes  ]Moder  3it  nolde  not  blinne, 
But  euer  fe  Moder  criede  in  on. 
\)e  leuh  seide  euere  Jjer  nas  such  non. 
pen  seide  fe  wowmon :  "  |)ou  seist  wrong, 
He  is  her-Inne,  I  knowe  his  song." 
)5e  leuh  bi-gon  to  stare  and  swere 
And  seide  fer  com  non  such  child  fere. 
But  neuer-fe-latere  men  mihte  here 
Jje  child  song  eue?-e  so  loude  and  clere, 
And  euer  |)e  lengor,  herre  and  herre, 
Men  mihte  hi»i  here  bofe  fer  and  nerre. 

jje  Modur  coude  non  ofur  won  : 
To  Meir  and  Baylyfs  heo  is  gon, 
Heo  pleynej)  J?e  leuh  hajj  don  hire  wrong 
To  stelen  hire  sone  so  for  his  song ; 
Heo  preyej)  to  don  hire  lawe  and  riht, 
Hire  sone  don  come  bi-fore  heore  siht, 
Heo  preyej)  J>e  Meir  par  Charite 
Of  him  to  haue  freo  lyuere. 

)je?me  heo  telle])  fe  Meir  a-Mong 
Ho\i  heo  lyue])  bi  hire  sone  song. 

]pe  !Meir  pen  ha])  of  hire  pite, 
And  su?/me])  pe  folk  of  J)at  Cite. 
He  telle])  hem  of  fat  wowmons  sawe, 
And  seif  he  mot  don  hire  f»e  lawe, 
And  hote])  hem  wiJ)  hym  to  wende, 
To  Bringe  fis  vfommotis  cause  to  ende. 

"Whon  fei  cu?^  fider,  for  al  heore  noyse 
Anon  fei  herde  Jje  childes  voyse, 
Eilit  as  an  Angeles  vois  hit  were, 
}3ei  herde  him  neuer  synge  so  clere. 


sought  her 
boy; 

anil  in  the 
Jewry  lieard 
g4    1>'S  voice. 
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entenl  the 
Jew's  house, 


aiul  found  the 
Hoy  drowiiil 
ill  the  tilth. 


The  Jew  was 
jiulgd. 


and  found  in  \ 
the  Child's      ! 
thioat  a  Lily  \ 
with  golden 
letters. 


Alma  Re- 
(Ipmptorit 
Muter. 
Wlien  the  lily 
was  taken 
out. 


and  was  then 
bulled,  after 
a  iM-oeession 
thro'  the 
town. 


At  the  Mass 
of  Requiem, 


)3er  J)e  Meir  makej?  entre, 

And  of  fe  child  lie  aske])  lyuere. 

j)Q  leuh  may  nou3t  fe  Meir  refuse, 
Ne  of  Jje  child  hym  wel  excuse, 
But  nede  he  moste  knouleche  his  wrowg, 
A-teynt  bi  fe  childes  song. 

Jpe  Meir  let  serchen  hym,  so  longe. 
Til  he  was  fouwden  in  fe  gonge, 
fful  depe  I-drouned  in  fulfe  of  fen. 
\)G  Meir  het  drawe  fe  child  vp  J?en,^       » 2  w.  wanting? 
Wi])  ffen  and  ffulpe  riht  foule  bi-whorue??, 
And  eke  pe  childes  frote  I-coruen. 
Anon-riht,  er  Jjei  passede  forfiere, 
})Q  leuh  was  lugget  for  fat  Morpere. 
And  er  fe  peple  passede  in-sonder, 
\)e  Bisschop  was  comen  to  seo  fat  W07ider. 

In  presence  of  Bisschop  and  alle  I-fere 
J3e  child  song  euere  I-liche  clere. 
"^  J3e  Bisschop  serchede  wijj  his  hond  : 
Wijj-inne  fe  childes  frote  he  fond 
A  Lilie  flour,  so  briht  and  cler. 
So  feir  a  Lylie  nas  neuere  se^en  er, 
WiJj  guldene  lettres  eueriwher  : 
Alma  Eedemptoris  Mater. 

Anon  ]?at  lilie  out  was  taken, 
Jje  childes  song  bi-gon  to  slaken, 
Jjat  swete  song  was  herd  no  more ; 
But  as  a  ded  cors  \>e  child  lay  fore. 

J3e  Bisschop  wif  gret  solempnete 
Bad  here  fe  cors  forw  al  fe  Cite  : 
And  hyni-self  wif  p?'ocessioun 
Com  wijJ  fe  Cors  forw  al  fe  toun, 
Wip  prestes  and  clerkes  fat  coufew  syngcn, 
And  alle  fe  Belles  he  het  hem  ryngeu, 
Wif  torches  Brewnynge  and  clof  us  riche, 
Wif  worschipe  f ei  ladden  fat  holi  liche. 
In  to  fe  Munstre  wlion  fei  kern, 
Bi-goune  f  e  Masse  of  Eequicm, 
As  for  f e  dede  Men  is  wont. 
But  f us  sone  fei  weren  i-stuut : 
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J3e  Cors  a-Eos  in  lieore  p>-esens, 
Bi-gon  fen  Salue  sancta  parens. 

Men  mihte  wel  ■wite?^  fe  so)je  fer-bi ; 
)3e  child  hedJe  i-seruet  vr  swete  ladi, 
)3at  woischipede  him  so  on  erfe  her 
And  brouhte  his  souls  to  blisse  al  cler. 

Jjerfore  i  rede  ])at  eueri  mon 
Serue  fat  ladi  wel  as  he  con, 
And  loue  hire  in  his  beste  wyse  : 
Heo  wol  wel  quite  him  his  seruise. 
Xow,  ISIarie,  for  fi  Muchele  miht 
Help  vs  to  heuene  fat  is  so  briht ! 


the  Cliild's 
corpse  sang 
Salve,  sancta 
Parent ! 


144 


Let,  then, 
everyone 
1  io     serve^Our 
Lady. 


She  will 
requite  his 


152 


{Picture. 


III.  [bou  an  holg  hcrmnt  pranbc  a  snnful     s.  a  Hermit 

"--  O'sc  <oF-o  *  ask»  a  Harlot 


faomman  prag  gob  for  ^m.] 


GOd,  fat  al  f  is  world  haf  wrouht 
And  formed  alle  fi/?g  of  nouht, 
Seff en  alle  f ing  wif-outen  him 
Is  def  and  dernesse  and  dim, 
Grauwt  vs  grace  and  space  and  miht 
}5at  we  mowe  seme  him  so  ariht : 
Whon  we  out  of  f  is  world  wende, 
To  Wynne  f e  loye  wif-outen  ende. 

To  hele  of  soule  is  noble  fing 
To  louen  and  lyken  holy  talkyng 
Of  holy  men  fat  sum-tyme  were, 
And  of  heore  holy  lyf  to  here. 
fPor  synne  i[s]  cald  f e  deueles  schakel, 
His  net,  his  tool,  his  takyng  takel ; 
Wif  lust  he  eesef  his  put-falle, 
To  gylen  wif  cristene  soules  alle  : 
But  grace  a-3eynes  fat  is  obstacle, 
Wif  help  of  halewen,  forw  Miracle 
Geten  hi  halewen  specially, 
Bote  souereyidokest  forw  vre  hidi, 
)3at  sikerest  socour  is  at  vr  nede, 
Synf ul  Monnes  erende  to  beode  ; 
Whon  we  ben  synfol  and  vn-clene. 
To  Wynne  vs  Merci,  heo  is  Mene : 

VERXON   MS. 


May  God 
Almighty 


8    to  win  ever- 
lasting bliss! 


12 


1 6     tries  to  guile 


20    but  Mary, 
by  miracle, 


24 


helps  ns  to 
gain  mercy. 


The  Hai)ot 
tempted  tlie 
Hermit. 
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At  Borne        As  sum-tyme  in  Rome  bi-fel, 

\)Q  storie  i-writen  witnesset  wel. 
ojiceiivda  J5er  was  sum-tyme  in  jjat  Cite 

A  wommon  fat  louede  not  chastite ;  28 

Hire  lyf  heo  ladde  in  gret  folye, 

In  f  ul])e  and  lust  of  Lecherye ; 

WiJ)  no  Mon  spared  heo  forte  do  syune 

Of  whom  heo  hoped  Moneye  to  wynne.  32 

j?at  womraon  greijsed  hire  queynt  and  gay, 

And  wolk  in  J)at  Cite  on  a  day. 
who  met  a       Heo  mette  wib  an  holy  heremvt 

lioly  Hermit.  .  r  J  J 

pat  m  deuocion  hedde  gret  dely  t ;  36 

lie  bad  his  beodes  deuoutely, 
And  holi  Aues  to  vre  ladi. 

)?at  wommon,  as  heo  com  hym  hi 
And  sayh  hym  closed  BoistusH,  40 

Of  synne  and  folye  heo  talked  h.\m  tille 
And  tempted  e  Jie  holy  Monnes  wille. 

j)e  hermyte  onsvverde  hire  nouht. 
In  his  deuociun  was  al  his  fouht.  44 

Whon  he  of  hire  tok  no  Eeward, 
In  scorn  heo  cleped  hym  papelard, 
And  seide  :  "  Jjou  fol,  )>ou  dotel  ffrere. 
What  chaffest  fou  and  chaterest  }pus  here  ?  48 

What  is  al  fat  pryue  roun 
J3at  J30U  whistrest  her  vp  and  doun  1 " — 
ffor  he  folewede  nout  hire  dilyt^ 

j)G  wo??imon  hedde  of  him  dispyt.  62 

T^E  Hermite  onswerde  ful  myldely  : 
J  "  Damesele,  fis  is  Jje  cause  why  : 
I  am  my-self  a  synful  Mon 

And  of  goodnes  ful  lutel  I  con,  56 

To  god  I  preye  bofe  day  and  niht 
ffbr  grace,  to  seruen  hym  ariht. 
And  [for]  alle  fat  habef  hym  ouht  a-gult, 
And  for  fe,  wo?wmon,  jif  fow  wolt,  60 

J3at  God  graunte  fe  such  grace 
To  serue  fi  god,  whil  f ou  hast  space. 
Bofc  fou  and  I  and  alle  ofur, 
ifor  cueri  cristene  is  oferes  brofer,  64 


She  abused 
liim, 
and  askt 
what  lie  was 
mumbling. 


He  said, 
"  My  prayer 
fi>r  myself, 


for  yoii, 
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76  she  didn't 
ne«d  t)ie 
Hermit's 
prayers. 


80    So  tlie  Her- 
init  askt  the 
H:irIot  to 
pray  for 
him. 
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In  gode  bedes  we  moten  tristen, 

Bope  J)ou  and  I  and  alle  cristen." 

"UE  wowimon  seide  :  "  Biddestou  for  me  ] " 

y  )5en  seide  \q  Hermyte:  "damesele,  ^e, 

I  preye  for  J?e  as  for  my-self 

An  alle  ofere  cristene  in  godes  half, 

Jjat  god  for-3iue  vs  vre  misdedes ; 

So  verrey  Charite  techef  vs  nedes." 

))en  seide  fe  damesele  ajeyn  : 
"  To  preye  for  me  J?ou  worchest  in  veyn  ; 
Leoue  ffrere,  of  me  tac  non  hede, 
ffor  to  J)i  preyere  haue  I  non  nede." 
\)o  seide  fe  Hermite  :  "  Damesel, 
J3e  neodef  me  nouht,  I  leeue  hit  wel, 
Me,  ne  non  preyere  of  myne. 

But  mekeliche  I  preye  fe  of  fyne 

To  Ihesu  and  his  IModur  Mari, 

To  graunte  me  of  my  synnes  Merci. 

)3e  nexte  chirche  fat  J»ou  comest  Inne, 

I  preye  fe,  damesele,  so  bi-gynne  ; 

J5at  I  ])i  bone  \q  bet  may  fele, 

I  prey  Jje,  damesele,  Jiat  fow  knele ; 

"VVi])  herte  and  good  deuocioun 

Of  my  synnes  get  me  pardoun  ; 

Mekely  knelyng  on  pi  kne 

}3reo  Pater  Xoster  preye  to  god  for  me. 

And  to  his  swete  Moder  Mari 

)5reo  Aues  perto,  for  my  Merci." 

"UEn  onswerej)  |)e  damysel : 

J      "  Jjis  nis  but  luyte,  I  graunte  hit  wel ; 

Hose  wuste  fat  hit  mihte  a-vayle, 

J3is  nis  bote  a  luytel  trauayle." 
Jjenne  onswerejj  fe  Hermyte  : 

"  Damysele,  seffe  hit  nis  bote  luyte, 

I  preye  Jje  do  J)is  fing  for  me ; 

]3i  trauayle  I-quit  riht  wel  schal  be 

Or  in  J)i  lyue  or  af  turward  ; 

I  preie  fe,  damysele,  hold  foreward." 

J)enne  seide  J)e  damysel : 
"  Jpe  foreward  i  hope  to  holde  wel ; 
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Wher  bit  a-vayle  ofur  elles  noiiht, 
as  lie  wisht      I  wol  don  as  fou  hast  bi-souht." 

J)e  herniyte  MekeJy  kueled  adoun 
And  Jjonked  hire  wi|»  deuocioun.  108 

|E  Damysele  wende  for))  bire  wey 
Abouten  hire  murfus  and  hire  pley. 
And  as  heo  streihte  J)orw  a  strete, 
Heo  Jjouhte  what  heo  pe  Hermyte  bi-hete  ;  112 

And  in  a  strete  as  heo  com  bi, 
Heo  seih  a  Chapel  of  vre  ladi : 
went  into  In  to  bat  Chapel  heo  made  entre. 

11  Cliapel  of,  '  ,.  ^r     •      ^  ,,/. 

oiir  Lady,       pev  was  an  ymage  of  Mane  f re,  116 

with  iiii  iiiiase  •i,.,.,-.^       -.         -,,,, 

ofti.e  Virgin    Of  bat  blisful  May  den  Mylde, 

ami  Babe.  ^  J  J        f 

Vppon  hire  barm  heo  bar  hire  chikle. 
The  Harlot  jje  damysele  caste  on  hire  a  siht 

And  Jjouhte  fat  ymage  swete  and  briht,  120 

And  pouhte,  bi  fore  ward  hou  heo  was  bonwdo 

To  knele  bi-forew  hire  on  fe  groundc ; 

Heo  tok  to  god  non  o]jur  reward 

But  for  schome  to  breke  forward.  124 

knelt  down  Heo  kncled  adoun  vppon  hire  knes 

And  seide  J)e  paternostres  and  J)e  Aues, 

As  was  hire  fore  ward  furst  bi-fore, 
and  prayd  for  And  scide  :  *'  Ihesu,  lord,  byn  Ore  !  1 28 

tlie  Hermit.  '  _         '  '-^ 

ffor-jif  pe  Hermyte  his  trespas 
And  graunt  hym  Merci,  ]?orw  J)i  gras, 
Of  al  ))at  euer  he  haj)  mys-do 

In  al  his  lyf  jut  hider-to."  132 

■p%Enne  fhoujte  po  damisele  verreyly 
The  Babe        J     be  Babe  loked  on  hire  wrobly, 

Christ  lookt       ,^.  ,  ,  1      1  .     T.   1 

angry  at  his     Hire  bhoujte  bo  he  tonide  his  Bak, 

toe  praying  ■"  ^       ' 

for  his  friend,   gvicli  wordes  to  his  mooder  he  s^iak  :  136 

"  Moder,  seostou  hou  ^ond  neih  bend 
Myn  enemy  preyef  for  my  frend  % " 

Hire  Jjhoujte  pa  Moder  onswered  ajein 
Wi])  wordus  Mylde,  plat  and  pleyn  :  140 

"  Sone,  for  py  ffrendes  sake, 
What-euere  ))in  Enemy  haJ)  mis-take 
ffor-3iue  hit,  sone,  of  |)i  Merci, 
As  ])ou  art,  lord,  God  almihti,  144 
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And  also,  sone,  for  fe  loue  of  me 
Hire  synnes  I  preye  for-3iueii  be." 
T-jE  child  onswerde  wi)?  louely  chere  : 
-•      "  Mi  swete  Modur,  Mi  norice  dere, 
J3i  bone  mot  nedes  I-grau?<ted  be, 
What  ])ou  wolt  wol  I  not  weme  fe." 

)je;me  seide  Marie  :  "  lo,  Damysel, 
)jou  sclialt  haue  grace,  Jjou  hast  herd  wel ; 
But  J)o\v  maijt  sen  riht  wel  bi  fis 
Hou  fou  hast  lad  fi  lyf  amis, 
ffor  Jjou  hast  liued  in  lujjur  lyue. 
Tac  a  prest  and  do  pe  schriue 
Wijj  sereuf ul  herte  and  repentau?jce, 
And  gladly  vnderueng  penaunce  ; 
ffor  at  J)is  fourti  dayes  ende 
Jjou  schalt  out  of  J)  is  world  wende 
And  wone  wi]?  vs  in  murfe  and  play, 
Jjat  laste)?  in  loye  for  euere  and  ay." 

]5is  was  ]jat  synful  womraons  ende, 
Jjorw  help  of  Marie,  |)at  Mayden  hende. 
])i-seche  we  jerne  Jjat  swete  may 
To  helpen  vs  at  vre  laste  day 
Of  hoi  Eemission  of  vre  synne 
And  to  loye  fat  heo  wonej)  Inne.     arae/i. 


148     but  for-rave 
the  Harlot 


Mother'! 
request. 


1.52     TlieVii-gin 


l.^G    exhorted  the 
Harlot  to 
repent. 


IGO 


164 


168 


as  she  had 
only  W  (lava 
to  live, 


Let  us  pray 
Mary  to  help 
us  at  our 
last  clay. 


1  The  poem,  most  likely,  was 
originally  composed  in  8-lined 
8t<inzas,  which  are  still  obvious 
in  vv.  69,  117,  141,  157. 


{Picture.) 
IV.  [^oit  a  Itfer  puttc  bis  sone  iit  a  bwnnnnggt  outne,  for  be 
feas  cummaneb  fait  a\m  cristnu  cbilirrfit  on  \>t  pask-bag.] 
^TT   Ord,  Makere  of  alle  fing, 
JLi  Almihti  God  in  Maieste, 
))at  eue?*  was  wijj-oute  bi  ginning 
And  art  and  euermore  schal  be  :  4 

Graunte  vs  hope  miht  and  space 
So  to  serue  fe  to  pay, 
})at  we  mowe  jjorw  fi  grace 
"Wone  wi])  pe  for  euere  and  ay !  8 

Of  fe  Miracles  of  vre  ladi 
"We  ouhten  Avel  to  hauen  in  Muynde, 
)5at  writen  bef  in  sop  stori, 
Hou  helplich  heo  is  euere  to  Mo?dvynde.  12 


4.   A  Jew-hoif 

saved  fi-im 

a  burning 

Oven. 

God  Al- 
mighty, 


grant  us  so 
to  ser\e  Thee 
that  we  may 
dwell  with 
Thee  for 
ever ! 
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Oiioe  in  a  city 


tlie  Jews  liad 
*o  live  in  one 
street. 


but  a  Jews 
boy  used  to 
play  with 
the  Christian 
cliildren. 


when  the 
Cliristians 
went  to  Masi?, 


Sum-tyme  fel  in  on  Cite — 
HorkneJ)  wel,  and  30  may  here — 
As  lewes  weren  I-wont  to  be 
Among  Jie  cristen  and  wone  I-fere  :  16 

}3e  Cristene  woneden  in  On  halue 
Of  })at  Cite,  as  I  fe  hete, 
And  alle  fe  lewes  bi  hem-selue 
Were  stihlet  to  wone  in  a  strete.  20 

\>Q  Cristene  children  in  a  Crofte 
I-mad  hem  heddeu  a  wel  feir  plas. 
)?er-Inne  a  lewes  child  ful  ofte 
Wi])  hem  to  pleyen  I-wont  he  was.  24 

J5e  childes  flfader  nom  non  hede, 
Ne  to  his  child  he  sette  non  eije, 
Jjerfore  fe  child  bofe  com  and  code 
As  ofte  as  euere  hem  luste  to  pleye.  28 

So  ofte  to  pleyen  hem  fel  i-fere 
Jje  lewes  sone  on  heore  pleyes  coude, 
Jjat  riht  as  on  of  hem  he  were ; 
Wijj  loue  ferfore  fei  him  alouwede.  32 

At  an  Aster  tyme  bi-tidde, 
"Whon  cristen  made  solempnite — 
A  Menskful  Munstre  was  mad  amidde, 
As  semed  best,  in  Jjat  Cit^4  :  36 

Jjerto  Jje  cristene  peple  can  drawe. 
To  here  bojje  Mateyns  and  eke  Masse, 
As  fallej)  bi  fe  Cristene  lawe 
Bojje  to  more  and  eke  to  lasse  ;  40 

Eueri  mon  in  his  array, 
Bojje  housbonde  and  wyf  also, 
As  fallej)  wel  for  asterday 
And  al  as  cristene  men  schul  do.  44 

J3e  children  foleweden  heore  fadres  iw-fere, 
As  Jjei  weore  euere  I-wont  to  do. 
]3e  lewes  child  wi])  wel  good  chere 
Wi))  hem  wel  fayn  was  for  to  go.  48 

Wi})-Inne  ])e  chirche  whon  ho  was  Riht, 
Him  ])ouhte  he  nas  neuer  er  so  glad 
As  he  was  of  J)at  semeli  siht. 
Such  on  bi-fore  neuer  seje  he  had  :  52 
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Bofe  lau/upes  &  tapers,  brenniwde  briht, 
Aud  Auters  curiousliclie  de-peynt, 
IMages  ful  deiuteousliche  i-diht, 
And  guld  of  moni  a  good  corseynt. 

A  cornel  i  qween  in  0  Chayer 
fful  seiueli  sat,  al  greifed  in  golde, 
A  blisful  Babe  on  Arm^  heo  beer,  » 

flful  kyngly  Corouned,  as  he  scholde. 

Of  J?at  ladi  )je  child  tok  hede, 
And  of  fat  blisful  Babe  also, 
IIou  folk  bi-foren  heore  bedes  bede, 
As  cristen  Men  hep  wont  to  do. 

Jje  lewes  child  enere  tok  such  jenie 
To  alle  sihtes  fat  he  fer  sei^, 
Him  jjhoujte  hem  alle  so  swete  to  seme 
ffor  loye  hbn  \)c\i^te  1-Rauessched  neih. 

Whon  hei^-Masse  of  pat  day  was  do, 
Jje  Prest  bad  alle  men  knelen  a-doun  : 
WiJ)  Confiteor,  as  f  alle  J)  Jjer-to, 
He  ^iuej)  hem  Absolucioun  ; 
He  biddej?  hem  More  and  lasse  also, 
To  vengen  heor  sauiour  busker  he??i  boun, 
J3e  lewes  child  tok  tente  J)er-to, 
Among  Jje  cristene  he  dude  hiwi  doun. 

AMong  pe  pres  J>auh  he  were  poselet, 
He  spared  no-J>ing  for  no  drede 
AMong  fe  cristene  til  he  were  hoselet ; 
Of  such  a  child  me  tok  non  hede. 

To  ende  whon  alle  Jiing  was  brouht 
And  eueri  cristene  drouh  him  horn, 
Jje  leuh  forw  toune  his  chUd  hajj  souht, 
And  saih  wher  he  from  chirche  com. 

He  asked  his  sone  wher  he  hedde  ben, 
Whil  he  hedde  souht  him  al  fat  day. 
Al  riht  as  he  hedde  i-don  and  seon, 
J3e  child  him  rikenet  al  f e  a-Ray. 

His  fFader  ferfore  wox  wood-^vrof, 
And  seide  anon  :  "  fou  getest  fi  mede  !  " 
And  to  his  houene  al  hot  he  gof , 
)3at  glemede  as  glowyng  as  a  glede. 


56 


r.  barm,  cf.  v.  ICO. 


60 


64 


83  the  Viivin 
clad  ill  gold. 


and  lier  Babe, 
crowiid,  on 
her  arm. 


68    ligHt 


72 


Tlie  Jew  boj 
knelt  and 
76     Prayd  with 
the  Chris- 
tiaiis. 


80 


His  father 
saVr  him 
84    coming  from 
Churoh, 


88 


92 


and  was  mad 
with  anger. 
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Tlie  .Tew 
tUtlier  threw 
liis  boy  into 
the  oven, 
and  closd  it. 


nin  al)out 
crying. 


told  the 
Citizens  liow 
her  husband 
had  slnit  her 
boy  np  in  a 
glowing  oven. 


In  to  ]je  houene  fe  child  he  caste  : 
To  askes  he  foujte  Jje  child  to  brenne ; 
And  wi]j  jje  Moujj-ston  he  stekej)  hi??i  faste, 
And  fouhte  jjat  neuer  couj)  scholde  \\\m  kenne.  96 

\)eroi  whon  his  moder  herde, 
In  a  stude  }?er  as  heo  stood, 
As  ffrayed  in  ffrenesye  heo  ferde, 
ffor  wo  heo  Avente  as  waxen  wood,  100 

Eucr  hotyng  out,  heo  tar  hire  her, 
In  eueri  stret  of  fat  Citee, 
Nou  In,  Nou  out,  so  eueriwher ; 
Men  wondret  on  hire  and  hedde  pite.  104 

BOjje  Meir  and  Bailifs  of  J)e  toun, 
Whon  J)ei  herd  en  of  fat  cri, 
Jjei  aresten  hire  bi  Eesoun, 
A[nd]  maden  chalange  enchesun  whi  108 

Heo  criede  so  in  fat  Cite 
And  putte  fe  Peple  in  such  affray, 
To  serwen  in  such  solempnite. 
And  nomeliche  on  heore  Aster-day.  112 

As  sone  as  heo  mihte  sece  of  wepe, 
Jjis  was  fe  seyinge  of  hire  sawe  : 
"  Sires,  y&  han  fis  Cit^i^  to  kepe. 
As  lordus  han  to  lede  fe  lawe :  116 

Alias,  Alias,  I  ana  i-schent. 
And  help  of  ow  me  mot  bi-houen, 
I  prey  ow  of  lust  luggement. 

Mi  cause  I  schal  bi-fore  30U  prouen  :  1 20 

Mi  hosebonde  haj?  my  child  ibrent, 
I-stopped  him  in  a  glouwyng  houen ; 
Goth  seof,  sires,  bi  on  assent, 
And  I  schal  jiue  ow  gold  to  glouen."  124 

BOfe  Meir  and  Baylifs  wif  folk  i-fere 
To  fe  lewes  houene  ben  gon. 
As  sone  as  fei  fider  come  were, 
J)e  Meir  Comaundet :  "  dof  doun  fe  ston."  128 

}?er  eue?'i  Mon  wel  mihte  i-seo 
)5e  houene-Roof,  fat  was  so  rou??.d, 
Hou  hit  was  Blasyng  al  of  bleo 
As  glouwyng  glos,  from  Roof  to  grou?it.  132 
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J3e  child  sat  fere  bofe  hoi  and  sound, 
Ne  nouht  I-harmet,  hond  ny  her, 
A-Midde  fe  gledes  of  \e  ground, 
As  he  seete  in  Cool  Erber. 

J3e  childes  Moder,  Avhon  heo  fat  seili, 
Hire  fouhte  heo  nas  neuer  er  so  glad ; 
In  to  \q  houene  heo  sturte  him  neih, 
Jjus  sone  "wi])  hire  him  out  heo  had. 

And  al  J5e  peple  fere  present 
Wondred  on  fat  selly  siht, 
And  heried  god  wif  good  entent, 
ffor  Miracle  is  more  fen  Monnes  miht. 
Hou  he  haf  non  harmes  hent 
Among  f e  brondes  fat  breTznef  so  briht, 
J3ei  asken  of  him  bi  on  assent. 
J3e  child  onswered  a-non-riht : 

"  Of  alle  f e  Murf es  fat  I  haue  had 
In  al  my  lyf  3it  hider-to 
K'e  was  I  neuere  of  gleo  so  glad 
As  aftur  I  was  In  f  e  houene  I-do  ! 

Bofe  Brondes  and  Gledes,  trustily, 
Jjat  weren  bi-nef  en  vndur  my  fote. 
As  feire  floures,  feif fully, 
As  special  spices  me  f  hou^te  he??z  swote  ; 

Jje  Blisful  Qwen,  fat  Maiden  !Milde, 
Jjat  sittef  in  Chirche  in  hih  Chayer 
"Wif  fat  comely  kyng,  hire  childe, 
J3at  Blisful  Babe,  on  Barm  heo  ber, 
ffrom  alle  f e  schydes  fei  cunne  me  schilde, 
fErom  gledes  and  brondes  fat  brewde  so  cler, 
fErom  alle  f e  flauraes  fat  flowew  so  wilde, 
Jjat  neuer  non  mihte  neih3e  me  ner." 

Bofe  Men  and  wy^ramen,  al  fat  fer  wore, 
Jjei  herieden  God  hertily, 
Bofe  luytel  and  muche,  lasse  and  more, 
Of  f  is  ^Miracle,  witerly. 
T^E  lewesse  forw  hire  sones  sawe 
J     Was  conuertet  to  crist  a-non  ; 
J)e  Child  tok  hym  to  cristas  lawe, 
And  alle  f e  lewes  euerichon. 


and  found  the 
Boy  safe  and 
sound. 


136 


140 


144 


148 


152 


156 


160 


164 


The  Boy  said 


that  the 
brands  were 
like  sweet 
flowers  to 
Iiim, 


throa^h  the 
care  of  Mary 
and  ber  Babe. 


168 


172 


Tlie  folk  blest 
G<kI  for  tliis 
miracle. 


Tlie  Mother 
and  all  the 
Jews  tnmd 
Christians. 
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Tlie  Mayo 
adjudgd 


the  Jew- 
Fatlier  to  be 
burnt  in  his 
own  oven. 


])Q  Meir  sat  on  fe  letih  liim-selue, 
fforte  beo  luge  of  his  trespas ; 
To  siggen  fe  sofe  i-sworen  were  twelue, 
To  jiuen  heore  verdyt  in  fat  caas.  176 

)3ei  counseiled  i-vere  vppon  jjat  caas, 
And  comen  ajeyn  bi  on  assent ; 
J5e  wordes  of  Jjat  verdyt  was  : 
"  In  Jjat  same  houene  he  schiilde  be  brent."  180 

)3us  is  endet  fis  stori 
Of  fe  Miracle 
I-writen  a-boue. 

God  graunt  vs  loy  184 

In  heuene  an  hih, 
Ihesu,  for  J)i  Moder  loue.     Amen. 


5.  Mary 
gives  a  Man 
a  fireth  Leg. 


.Tesns,  as 
Tliou  wast 
born  of  Mary 


as  Tliou 
rosest  from 
the  dead. 


and  sentest 
tlie  Holy 
Ghost  to  Thy 
Disciples, 


I 


{Picture.)    V.  [^ou  a  man,  for  xn\t,  txxi  of  ^is  foot, 
aitb  foas  \t\t)i  a3cgit  bg  isn  lairji.] 
Esu,  God  and  Godus  sone  :  J5at  were  a  Babe  I-boren 
Of  fe  May  den  swete  Marie  :  Kuynde  Qween  I- 
Coren  : 
As  Jjou  ray  led  on  fe  Roode  :  On  Crois,  I-Crouned  of  forn, 
To  beete  Jje  gultus  of  vre  ffadres  :  Jjat  fer  weren  vs  bi- 
foren ;  4 

And  aftur  fat  fe  fridde  day  :  ffrom  defe  \o\\  vp  a-Ros, 
To  leesen  hem  out  fat  weren  I-punt :  ffor  synne  in  helle 
clos — 
Jje  soules,  lord,  fat  weren  in  helle  :  Were  glad  of  fin 
vp-Rys, 
Wif  fe  fou  laddest  hem  whon  fou  rise  :  To  E[l]isse  of 
Paradys ;  8 

Jje  ffourtife  day  f erafturward  :  J)ou  steih  to  heuene 
an^  heih,  »Ms.and 

J3er  fou  sittest  on  his  riht  syde  :  }?i  ffader  swyf e  neih ; 
Jjeraftur  f enne  f e  tenf e  day  :  J?ou  sendest  doun  wif 
fi  sonde 
\)Q  holigost  to  fi  disciples  :  To  don  hem  vndurstonde  12 
Wit  and  wisdam,  resun  and  skil :  To  knowen  f  i  godhede 
And  preche  fe  bileeue  amoMg  fe  folk   :  And  hem  to 
good  lyf  lede : 

In  the  MS.  the  poem  is  written  in  half-lines. 
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"Wei  ouhte  we  alle  to  bonke  be,  lord  :  Of  alle  bi  we  ought  to 

'  '    '  '       tliaiik  Tliee 

goodnes,  -d^jfj^y 

And  eke  J?i  Moder,  swete  Marie  :  Of  whom  com  vi-e 

encres :  1 6 

ffor  riht  as  Eue,  vre  furste  Moder  :  Of  vre  synnes  was 

Eoote, 
Riht  so  of  Marie,  J)i  swete  Moder  :  Sprong  hele  of  al  vr 

boote. 
)5erfore  we  ouhten  day  and  niht  :  To  hauen  pi  Moder 

In  Muynde, 
To  louen  hire  eke  wij)  al  vr  miht  :  And  semen  hire  as 

fe  kuynde.  20 

FOr  hose  loueb  bat  ladi  wel  :  Heo  gladeb  him  in  his  she  is  soiaoe 
in  every 
greet,  sorrow, 

Heo  is  solase  in  eueri  serwe  :  And  Medicyn  in  Mischeef, 
In  eue?-i  serwe  or  seknesse  oufer  :  Heo  is  souereynest 
leche ;  23 

No  Mon  fayle])  fat  studefastlych  :  Yre  ladi  wol  hi-seche.   and  never 

Jjouj  heo  helpe  nou^t  anon  :  Beo  not  perof  agast, 
£ror  ofte  heo  tarieb  of  hir  help  :  To  ^fake  Mon  studefast.^  tiw'  she  oft 

'  delajs, 

Jjouh  heo  grauwte  not  fi  bone  anon  :  Beo  fou  not  in 

despeir  :  »  w.  25^  are  repeated. 

fiFor,  3if  J)ou  bidde  hire  studefastly  :  I  fynde  ensaumple 
feir,  28 

What  serwe  or  seknesse  so  pou  soffre  :  Jjorw  hire  j>ou 
schalt  spede. 

To  schewe  fe  fat  bi  good  ensam«ple  :  A  fifeir  Miracle  I 
Eede. 

[TJX  J)e  Cite  of  Viuari  :  A  Munstre  I-foundet  was         intheCityof 

[  I  ]   In  be  honour  of  vre  ladi  :  ber  schewed  was  min^r'^f'* 

,     ,  Our  Lady, 

muchel  gras :  32 

J3er  In  muynde  of  vre  ladi  :  Was  a  swete  ymage, 
To  whuch  pe  peple  of  fat  cuntre  :  Made  gret  PUrymage  :   to  which  sick 
ffor  hose  of  serwe  or  seknesse  hadde  :  Or  eny  ofur  Mis-  pilgrimage. 

cheef,  35 

j3orw  help  and  socour  of  vre  ladi  :  Jjere  he  fond  Releef. 

Jjidere  come  seke  Mesels  monye  :  Halte,  Croked,  and 

Blynde  j 
What-maner  seknesse  fat  Mon  soffred  :  J3er  hele  was 

wont  to  fynde. 


156     XXIX,  Marys  Miracles.     5.  A  Man  gets  a  new  Leg. 
Among  A    Mong  al  obere  ber  com  a  Mon  :  I-l)cotiied  forte  be, 

others,  came          [\  o  i  i  > 

a  m»n,  whose    J~\    His  \%g  was  Drenuvn"  as  a  f uir  :  ffrom  fot  vp  to 

leg  burnt  o  ./     o  i 

like  fire  from  jje  klie.  40 

loot  to  knee.  ' 

fful  longe  he  dwelled  in  jjat  Cite  :  fforte  a-byden  grace, 
And  eueri  day  in  hope  of  hele  :  He  visited  fat  same 

place, 
To  Marie  his  boones  he  bed  :  His  hele  forte  haiie  : 
He  felede  no  leggauwce  of  his  peyne  :  fFor  al  J)at  he  may 

craue ;  44 

Him  Jihouhte  fat  he  died  almost  :  fFor  serwe  and  peyne 

and  wo. 
He  was  ad-      He  was  Cou?/seyled  hewe  of  his  leg  :  jjen  longe  to  suffre 

vised  to  have  *" 

liis  leg  cut  so. 

off, 

Hym  fhon^te  euere  so  leng  so  wors  :  While  he  hau?;ted 

J>at  stude,  47 

and  did  have    )?erfore  rilit  as  couwseiled  he  was  :  So  bi  his  leg  he  dude  : 

it  amputated. 

ffor  al  f e  while  he  was  so  seek  :  He  feled  neue/'e  lisse 

ne  lith, 
jjerfore  hym  J)oti3te  beter  legles  :  Jjen  so  to  suffre  fer-wyf. 
Whon  his  leg  was  smiten  of  :  )?e  kneo,  fat  was  bi-laft. 
He  heled  hit  vp  wif  salues  and  druwches  :  And  piastres 

of  leche-craft.  52 

jjerafturward  whon  he  was  hoi  :  He  haunted  f e  same 

stude. 
He  still  prayd  He  bad  and  offred  to  vre  ladi  :  As  he  bi-fore  bor  dude, 

to  Our  Lady,  •" 

But  as  he  kneled  fer  on  a  day  :  His  Bedes  for  to  bidde, 

Er  he  passet  out  of  f  e  place  :  )5is  feir  Miracle  bi-tidde  : 

andsorrowd         [^^'^'f]'^  wcpc  and  wringyug  serufoly  :  To  Marie  he 

made  his  pleynt :  » om.  57 

"Alias,  Marie,  Modur  of  grace  :  In  sum  synne  I  am 

Cleynt ! 

that  while       ffor  allc  bat  soffren  serwe  and  sor  :  be  seke,  be  Croked, 

all  oilier  >  i  ^  r  > 

suflerers  ob-  f  e  blyudc, 


all  other 
rers 
relief, 


In  eny  Mischef  hose  preyef  to  fe  :  Sum  grace  fei  may 

fynde,  60 

Saue  I  sunful  Caytyf  out-cast  :  In  fe  may  fynde  non." 

Wif  syk  and  serwe,  swounyng  al-most  :  To  Marie  he 

makef  his  mon. 

And  as  he  was  in  such  serwyng  :  And  mihtc  not 
stunte  of  wepe, 
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A-MiJJes  alle  liis  moste  servve  :  He  fel  riht  [sjofte  on  Ti.en  be  feU 
slepe.                                                                        64 

Him  bhoujte  in  sweiiene,  a  fefilr  ladi  :  Hoiidelede  ami  thought 

hym  bi  fe  kne  "r  ui'slu^' 
And  drouh  out  \er-ol  a  newe  leg  :  As  furst  was  wont 
to  be. 

"Whon  he  a- wok,  he  tn-oped  his  leg  :  He  feled  hit  hoi  wienhe 

'  *^      '^  "  woke,  he 

and  SOUnt,  found  he  had 

'  a  new  aouud 

In  al  his  lyf  neuer  lihtore  :  WTion  he  wende  on  J)e  leg. 
grount.  68 

J)en  alle  Men  mensken^  pe  Mylde  ladi  :  J3at  se3en  pis 

open  Miracle.  '  r.  mensked 

In  alle  Mischeues  heo  is  Medecyn  :  A3eyn  seknesse 

obstacle, 
berfore  good  is  bat  eueri  mon  :  Serue  vre  swete  ladi :        so  every  one 

°  •"  should  serve 

In  alle   synnes   and   serwes   eke   :  Heo   getef   to   vs  owLady. 

Merci.  72 

N'ow,  ladi  Marie,  qween  of  heueno  :  And  Emperisse 

of  helle, 
Help  vs  pat  we  mowe  wip  pe  :  ffor  euere  In  loye  dwelle  ! 


(Picture.)    VI.  [hoo  a  ichi  Icntt  a  cristcucmoit  moncnc,     (?•  nary  i$ 
anir  look  brt  lai>a  to  borofa.]  '"''J:^'"- 


At  Constantynnoble  in  pat  Cite 
Dwelled  a  Marchauwt  of  herte  fre, 
Sumtyme  was  riche,  ful  of  lewte, 
And  after  fel  in  pouerte  ; 
And,  as  pe  Bokes  telles  vs. 
He  was  i-clept  Teodorus. 
He  louede  god  and  vre  ladi. 
And  serued  pat  Mayden  special!. 
And  in  pat  Cite,  sopliche, 
A  leuh  per  dwelled,  Avas  wonder  Eiche ; 
In  his  lay  he  hedde  good  name. 
He  was  I-clepet  Abrahame. 
Theodoras  he  louede  wele, 
Gret  lykyng  hedde  -svip  hi;>i  to  dele. 
Theodoras  hedde  pouht  and  care, 
ffor  he  nedde  not  wip  to  chatfare ; 


At  Constanti- 
nople a  rich 
merchant. 


Tlieodorus, 
fell  into 
poverty. 


1 2    Abraham, 


16 
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The  Jew 
Abraham 
agreerl  to 
lend  Theo- 
dnrus  money 
if  he'd  find  a 
surety. 


Theodorus 
proposed  tlie 
Virgin  Mary. 


The  Jew 
agreed  to  ac- 
cept lier  if 


Theodorus 
would  pledge 
lier  by  her 
image's  liand. 


took  Mary's 
image  by  the 
hand,  and 
bade  the  Jew 
take  lier  as 
surety  for 


He  caste  him  ferfore  to  borwe. 
To  fe  leiili  he  wente  a-Morwe ; 
Jjer  he  told  him  his  Mischeef 
And  preiede  hym  of  sum  Eeleef, 
Of  his  Gold  him  for  to  lene, 
And  J5us  to  hym  he  gon  hym  mene. 
)3e  leuh  onswerde  wij)  gret"  honour : 
"  Loke  hou  fou  maiht  make  me  seur 
Me  to  paye  at  certeyn  day, 
And  J)e  to  helpe  I  schal  assay." 
Theodorus  seide  :  "  icham  be-hynde, 
ffor  me  fer  wol  no  Mon  hym  bynde ; 
He  fat  su??i-tyme  was  my  fere 
Me  passe])  bi  wif-outen  chere. 
But  jif  Jjou  dorstest  be  so  hardi 
To  take  vr  ladi  seinte  Mari 
ffor  my  Borw,  be  Mi  ffay, 
I  schulde  pe  pay  wel  at  \\  day." 
}3e  leuh  seide  :  "  my  goode  feere, 
I  graunte  ]?e,  sire,  J)i  preyere, 
ffor  I  haue  herd  ofte-sijie 
J3at  ladi  is  Corteis  and  Blife, 
Men  seij)  heo  wol  hem  neuer  fayle 
jjat  in  hire  seruise  wol  trauayle. 
Jjerfore  go  we  in  to  jour  chirche, 
And  fer  fis  forward  we  wol  worche  ; 
}?er  is  an  ymage  of  hire  iliche, 
A-Rayed  wel  wiJ)  luweles  Eiche : 
Tac  fiou  hire  me  fer  bi  fe  bond  ! 
Of  fe  kep  i  non  oJ3ur  bond." 

Whon  he  hed  seid,  fei  gorene  to  gon. 
To  fat  churche  Jjei  comen  anon. 
Theodorus  In  good  Manere 
Kneled  a-doun,  bad  his  preyere. 
And  aftur  fat  wif  good  visage 
Went  hym  vp  to  fat  ymage, 
And  tok  hit  bi  fat  on  bond. 
And  bad  fe  leuh  scholde  to  hhn  fond, 
And  seide  :  "  sire,  so  god  me  saue, 
ffor  my  Borwh  f is  ladi  haue, 


20 


24 


28 


32 


36 


40 


44 


48 


52 


56 
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jjat  i  schal  paye  fe  at  ray  day 
Treweliche  and  wei  al  fi  Monay 
Jjat  Jjou  schalt  me  nou  take, 
Al  my  disese  wij)  to  slake," 

]3e  leuh  liim  tok  a  su?«rae  of  gold. 
Good  Moneye  and  wel  I- told, 
And  sette  hym  fer  a  certeyn  day 
Him  to  paye  hit  wiJ)-oute  delay. 

jje  Cristen  Mon  \ien  was  ful  fayn, 
Jjey  wen  ten  hom  ful  fayn  a-^ayn. 
And  he  arrayed  him  ful  fast 
A  schip  wijj  seil  and  eke  a  ^last : 

To  AlysauTidre  he  gon  sayle. 
Jjer  he  a-Ryued  wiJ>-outen  fayle. 
jjewne  he  bou^te  faste  and  solde, 
And  eueri  day  fe  pons  tolde 
He  won  faste  day  by  day. 
)5e  ^eer  passed  sone  a-way. 
He  Jjouhte  so  muche  on  his  wynnyng 
ffor-jat  fe  day  of  his  pa^yng, 
Til  ))e  Euen  was  I-comen 
A-Morwe  schulde  paye  J>at  he  hedde  nomew. 

Hit  fel  in  to  his  Muynde  J)  on 
He  schulde  bi  holde  a  fals  Mon  ; 
To  pat  Cu?jtre  so  fer  a-twynne 
In  so  schort  while  miht  he  not  wynne 
fforte  holde  his  day  of  paye. 
Bote  to  vr  ladi  he  gon  to  praye 
Hym  to  counseyle  and  to  rede 
What  miht«  Jjenne  be  his  beste  spede ; 
And  cast  hit  in  herte  outurly 
To  truste  in  god  and  vre  ladi. 
He  tok  hym  ))enne  a  laytel  kyst, 
Jjer-Inne  he  putte,  J>at  no  wiht  wist, 
Jje  summe  of  gold,  verreyment, 
J)at  ]>e  leuh  hedde  hym  I-lent, 
And  a  lettre,  fat  seide  fus  : 
"  J3is  to  Abraham  leuh  sent  Theodorus ; " 
Aftur  fat,  wi]j  his  bond 
Aboute  wiJ)  Iren  he  hit  bond, 


The  Jew 
lent  him  the 
money. 


60 


64 


68 


72 


76 


80 


84    Tlien  he 
prayd  Oar 
Lady  for 


88 


Tlieodorns 
traded  with 
it  at  Alex- 
andria, 


bat  forjfot  his 
pay-day  till 
tlie  evening 
before  it. 


92 


96 
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cast  it  into 
tlie  sea, 
and  prayd 
Mary  lo  send 
it  to  Abra- 
liani. 


Next  morn- 
ing the  Jevr 


saw  tlie  ctiest 
floating  to 
him. 


He  took  it 
lioine, 
found  tlie 
money. 


and  knew 
who  it  came 
from ; 


and  said  no- 
thing about 
it. 


Wiien  Tlieo- 
dorns  came 
iiome, 


the  Jew 
Abraliam  re- 
pi'oadit  liim 
for  not  pay- 
ing. 


In  to  Jje  s^e  J)en  he  hit  cast, 

Preied  vr  ladi  ben  Schip  and  ^last, 

Hit  to  saue  In  Godes  nam 

To  })e  leuh  Abraham.  100 

Jpe  leuh  a-Eos  vppon  \e  Mom, 
A.S  I  ow  telle,  wijj-oute  scorn, 
And  stilliche  for]?  gon  he  stalke 

To  je  s6e-syde,  fer  forte  walke,  104 

}3at  Ebbet  and  flowed  faste  bi  his  house 
)5er  he  dwellede  and  his  spouse. 
Soone  he  was  war  wel  I-nouh 

Of  a  Cofre,  touward  hym  drouh,  108 

ffloterynge  in  fat  salte  see. 
Gret  wonder  he  hedde  what  hit  mi3t  bo. 
fful  sone  to  hym  he  hit  vp  nom, 

Vndur  his  arm  lie  bar  hit  horn.  112 

he  fond  fer-Inne,  verrement, 
J?e  gold  J)at  he  hedde  f  urst  and  lent ; 
Beo  \e  lettre  he  wuste  also 

fErom  what  Mon  fat  hit  com  fro.  116 

He  caste  hit  fenne  in  to  an  Ark, 
Jjat  was  bofe  styf  and  stark. 
To  telle  ferof  no  wiht  him  luste, 
But  wente  hi??^  forf  as  no  wiht  wuste.  1 20 

Longe  afturward  in  Godes  nome 
Theodoras  was  comen  home. 
Wi]>  him  fer  mette  mony  on 
Jjat  him  welcomede  swife  son.  124 

Wi])  Abraham  pe  leuh  he  mette, 
flful  Corteysliche  he  hym  grette 
And  Jjonked  hym  of  his  fordede. 
And  preied  god  schulde  quite  his  Mede.  128 

]je  leuh  seide  fo  :  "so  mot  I  pe, 
I  trouwe  fat  fou  scorne  me ; 
Whi  hast  fou  broken  fi  terme-day 
Of  f e  payjemej^t  of  Mi  Monay  V  132 

Theodorus  seide  :  "  fou  wost  wel, 
I  haue  f  e  payed  eueridel ; 
I  take  my  Borwh  to  my  witnesse, 
I  owe  J?e  noufer  More  no  lesse ;  136 
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Go  we  to  churche  bojje  i-fere, 

And  ))er  J)e  sojje  J)ou  schalt  here." 

"  I  graiuite  wel,"  qua))  fe  lewe  ; 

"  But  J)ou  me  paye  ))ou  schalt  hit  rewe  ! " 

)3e  lew  made  hit  wonder  touh 
And  wende  hit  hedde  beo  good  I-nouh. 
Whon  fei  Avere  bi-fore  fat  yniage 
J)at  for  fe  gold  was  mad  his  gage, 

Theodoras  seitie  wi])  Mylde  steuene  : 
"  Ladi,  as  Jjou  art  qween  of  heuene, 
Help  me  nou  from  worldly  schome, 
I  preye  fe  in  J)i  sones  nome ; 
Jjou  wost  wel,  ladi,  fer  Jjou  sist, 
I  putte  Jje  gold  in  to  a  kist 
And,  to  J) is  leuh  ]3at  hit  schulde  wende, 
I  preyed  |)e  hit  to  him  sende. 
As  1  truste  on  ]5i  sone  and  fe, 
Ladi,  fe  sojse  scheuh.  for  me." 
y%E  ymage  spac,  as  god  hit  wolde, 
J      And  seide  :  "  leuh,  fou  hast  J)i  golde, 
And  in  ])e  botme  of  Jiyn  ark 
}3er  fou  hast  leid  eueri  Mark." 

J3e  lewh  wox  a-schomed  J)o 
And  graunted  wel  fat  bit  was  so. 
Alle  fat  leeued  on  his  lay 
A-schomed  weren  fat  ilke  day. 
J3er  he  hedde  saumple  bi  good  dome 
Cristene  mon  forte  bi-come. — 

)3is  ladi  is  ful  gracius, 
J3at  fenkef  euere  f us  on  vs. 
jjerfore  to  hire  loke  fou  be  trewe. 
And  chauwge  we  bire  not  for  non  newe  ! 
Heo  wole  vs  helpe  in  vre  Mischeef 
In  fis  world  to  vs^  Eeleef,  i  r.  vi 

And  afturward  wif-outen  mis 
Geten  vs  heuene-riche  blis 
)3orw  f  e  grace  of  hire  sone, 
Wif  him  fere  forte  wone. 
And  fat  hit  mote  so  be 
Seif  alle  AMen,  Par  charite.     AMEN. 


Tlie<Hlonis 
clialleiiKeil 
liim  to  go  to 
the  Chuix'li, 


140 


U4 


148 


and  told 
Mary's  image 


that  he'd  put 
the  Jew's 
money  in  a 
chest. 


152  Knd  prayd 
lier  tu  seiut 
it  him. 


Tlie  imasre 
said,  "Jew, 
156    you  liave  the 
money  in 
your  box." 


160     Hecoufesthe 
had. 


164 


Let  all  folk 
Iw  true  to 
168     Mary- 


172 


170 
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7.  The 
naughty 
Priest. 


A  Priest  once 
fornicated 
with  a  Nun. 


Yet  he  servd 
Our  Lady. 


Shewisht 
him  to  purge 
his  con- 
Boionce. 


He  told  his 
sins  to  a 
Priest-friend, 


and  begd  him 
to  pi-ay  for 
him. 


Then  he  died. 


His  Friend 
thought  daily 
of  him  at 
Mass. 


{Picture.)    VII.   [©f  a  past  fai  lag  bg  a  lUJime.] 

Ii^"  Bok  we  fynde,  as  we  Rede, 
Of  a  preest,  was  wylde  of  dede, 
)5at  was  I-wouwde  in  mony  a  vice, 
But  at  ))e  laste  he  was  not^  nyce  >?  read  so  4 

And  to  synne  so  wel  dude  wone 
)3at  wijj  a  Nonne  he  hedde  to  done. 
Jjerof  wolde  he  him.  not  schryue 

Til  fat  he  schulde  lete  Jie  lyue.  8 

3  it  he  serued  vre  Ladi 
Day  hi  day  ful  specialy, 
Matyns  and  vres  day  Bi  day 

Of  hire  he  seide  wiJ)-oute  delay.  12 

At  Jje  laste  he  fel  seek, 
And  schulde  be  ded  as  we  schulen  ek. 

Vr  ladi  Jjat  he  hedde  in  Reuerence 
Wolde  he  schulde  clause  his  Concience,  16 

And  fat  hym  fel  riht  wel  in  Mynde, 
A  trusti  frend  3if  he  mihte  fynde. 
A  prest  fer  was  he  louede  wel, 

He  tolde  his  lyf  to  Eueridel ;  20 

He  sykede  sore  and  criede  Merci 
))at  god  schulde  on  him  haue  pite  forJ)i, 
And  for  his  synnes  was  sori. 

He  preyed  J)e  prest  ful  feiffuli  24 

}?at,  as  fei  hedden  he  felawes  long, 
He  schulde  fenken  on  him  a-mong 
His  Masse  and  his  Almes-dede, 

Jjat  God  mihte  quite  hym  his  Mede  28 

And  fat  his  soule  fat  was  vngeyne 
)?e  sannore  mihte  passe  out  of  peyne. 
Jjat  ofer,  fat  he  wolde,  he  seide. 

After  he  dyjede,  In  eorf e  was  leyde.  32 

V*E  prest  forsof e  for-jat  hym  nouht, 
J     But  euere  hedde  hym  in  his  f  ouht, 
Al  fat  3eer,  day  Bi  day. 
He  song  his  Masse,  as  I  ow  say,  •    36 

Jjat  0  day  he  song  of  vre  Ladi, 
J3at  ofer  of  Requiem,  sikerli. 
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Al  J)e  3er  fis  Charge  he  noni. 
Atte  laste  his  Mynde-day  com. 
As  he  stod  at  his  Masse  fo, 
After  fe  sacryng  In  Memento, 

He  sauh  stonden  him  bi-fore 
J3e  ffeireste  ladi  fat  euere  was  bore, 
Vppou  Jje  Auter  fer  he  stod. 
Heo  seide  to  him  wi))  Mylde  Mod : 
"  Jpou  hast  me  trauaylet  wi)j  J)i  preyere, 
Now  at  fis  tyme  to  ben  here. 
As  fou  hast  preyed  in  J)i  Messe, 
I  haue  geten  for3iuenesse 
To  J)i  felawe  of  my  sone  dere 
Of  al  fat  euere  he  mis-dude  here  ; 
Of  his  peyne  he  is  releset, 
And  his  loye  schal  ben  encreset ; 
Lo  wher  he  knelej)  fe  bi-hynde  : 
To  ben  I-hoselet  he  ha]?  in  Mynde." 
"I^E  prest  torned  hym  sof tely 
J     And  sauh  him  knele  faste  by ; 
Anon  wij)  godes  Bodi 
Hoselde  him  deuoutli. 

Jjen  sauh  fe  prest  vr  ladi  fer 
Come  a-doun  of  fat  Auter 
And  take  his  felawe  bi  f e  honde, 
Out  of  fe  Chirche  forte  fonde. 
Of  fis  siht  he  was  ful  fayn, 
And  tornede  to  his  Masse  a-3ayn  ; 
jjerof  fenne  he  made  an  ende, 
Preyed  god  grace  him  to  sende 
jjorw  preyere  of  his  Moder  dere, 
So  to  lyuen  and  to  don  here, 
After  ]:i3  world  fat  is  al  wast 
To  haue  fe  blisse  fat  euer  schal  last.— 

Wei  are  we  holden  day  and  niht 
"Worschipen  hire  wif  al  vr  miht 
)3at  euer  is  so  redi  diht 
To  bringen  vs  alle  to  heuene-liht. 
And  fat  hit  mote  so  be, 
Seyef  to  hire  an  Aue  ! 


40    Wlien  the 

dead  Sinner's 
anniversary 


44    Our  Ladjr 


toIdhU 
Friend  that 
48     she  had  got 
forgiveness 
for  him. 


52 


56 


60 


and  he  now 
knelt  behind. 


gave  him  t)ie 
Sacrament, 


vid  Oar  Lady 


64    led  him  oat 
of  chorch. 


68 


72 


76 


WeareaU 
bound  to 
worship  Our 
Lady. 


M   S 
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.  The  Monk 
Kith  the 
Quinsey. 


once  always 
serving  Our 
Lady. 


He  collected 
her  Matins 
and  Hours 


and  special 
Prayers. 


Then  lie  got 
the  Quinsey, 


and  folk 
thought  he 
was  dead. 


But  Our 
Lady  spirted 
milk  out  of 
her  teat  into 
his  mouth. 


(Picture.)    VIII.  [^ou  iru  labg  3af  mglli  off  \itaxz  pappus 
ia  a  man  fat  ljai)i>£  ]>t  squgnatge.] 

A  Moil  of  gret  deuociun 
Was  su??i-tyme  in  Eeligiun, 
]>Q  Bok  sei])  he  was  a  Monk, 

And  in  godes  seruise  svvonk ;  4 

To  vr  ladi  he  was  deuout, 
Hire  to  serue  euer  was  a-hout. 
Whon  he  herde  of  hire  eny  speche, 
Of  al  his  dissese  fat  was  his  leche,  8 

J?at  hedde  he  leuere  fen  drinke  or  ete, 
ffor  loye  fe  teres  wolde  he  lete. 
Of  ofer  Jjinges  roulit  he  nouht, 
So  swete  on  hire  was  his  f  ouht. 

)3at  tyme  riht  as  men  dof  fioures 
Men  gederede  furst  Matines  and  vres 
Jjat  men  vsen  now  of  vre  ladi, 
And  seiden  hem  deuoutly ; 
Whose  mihte  hem  fenne  gete. 
His  (!)i  was  holde  for  Miracle  grete.  '  r.  u 

"Kis  Monk  hem  hedde,  I  ow  say, 
y  And  seide  hem  riht  wel  eueri  day, 
And  mony  a  special  preyere 
J)at  men  han  mad  of  hire  here. 
Atte  laste,  as  hit  schulde  falle, 
)je  Monkes  frote  grete  swalle, 
Men  called  fat  vuel  Comuynli, 
)?at  he  hedde,  fe  Qwinaci. 
His  vuel  hi-gon  so  to  encrese, 
Wif -outen  eny  relece, 
Jjat  al  fat  f er  abonten  stood 
Seide  he  was  ded,  hi  f  e  Eood  ! 
But  neuer-f  eles  hit  was  not  so. 
Vre  ladi  com  to  hym  f  o, 
As  he  tolde  aftur  mony  a  Moii, 
His  leche  to  ben,  as  heo  wel  con  ; 
Wif  hire  pappe  in  to  his  Mouf 
Milk  heo  spreynt,  fat  is  selcouf  ! 
And  seide  to  him  :  "  Mi  seruauwt  sweto, 
I  am  comen  f  i  bale  to  bete ; 
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WiJ)  my  se^uau7^s  haue  I  be,  lo  : 
)3at  Made  me  beo  so  longe  pe  fro. 
Beo  not  a-ferd,  Jjou  schalt  not  dye, 
I  schal  fe  hele  of  Maladye, 
])i  feire  frote  pat  me  baj)  seraed 
I  schal  not  soflfre  beo  ouer-torned, 
}3y  vols  jjat  fou  dest  wi})  me  grete 
At  J)is  tyme  schaltou  not  forlete. 
And,  for  ichaue  ben  longe  from  J)e, 
})e  sannore  schaltou  heled  be." 
Vnder  his  nekke  heo  putte  hire  Arm, 
WiJ)  hire  swete  fyngres  stroked  his  harm. 
])Q  swellyng  slaked,  he  feld  no  sore. 
He  set  him  vp  anon-riht  fore. 
Hym  poujte  verreliche  i-nouh 
)3at  heo  aweiward  from  hym  drouli : 
And  after  hire  faste  he  rauhte. 
But  he  hire  take  mihte  naiihte. 
)5en  he  cried  an  heih  al  oute 
To  hem  fat  weren  hym  aboute  : 
"  Vn-Corteis  folk  30  ben,  I-wis, 
Whi  worschiped  36  not  jje  queen  of  Blis, 
AMong  ou  aUe  a  space  i-lete 
]?at  j?e  ladi  mihte  haue  sete  1 
^N'e  seih  30  nouht  hou  louh  heo  went, 
"Wif  fe  dost  wel  neih  be-schent, 
ffor  to  salue  me  of  my  sore 
"Whon  my  lyf  was  wel  neih  lore  1 
Wi))  3or  noise,  30  folk  vn-frine. 
Out  of  J)is  hous  36  nan  hire  driue." 
Jjervvi])  he  wepte  for  loye  wel  glad  ; 
And  euer  was  hire  seruaunt  sad, 
"Worschuped  hire  Corteis  and  hende 
Euer  to  his  lyues  ende. — 
Ofur  help  or  ofur  leche 
Vs  nedej)  not  no  forfere  seche 
But  ^Mari,  Modur  and  Maiden  clene, 
In  heuene  fat  is  so  briht  and  schene. 
Preye  we,  heo  preye  hire  sone  \\\esiis 
Jjat  euere  he  haue  Merci  on  vs, 


40 


44 


48 


52 


and  said 
slie'd  cure 
him. 


She  stroked 
his  swelling, 
and  it  went. 


He  tried  to 
take  hold  of 
56     her,  httt 
coaldn't. 


60 


64 


68 


He  wept  for 
joy,  and  was 
ever  her 
feithful 
ser\ant. 


72 


76 


We  need  no 
other  helper. 
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Jjat  to  his  blisse  he  take  vs  to 

)?at  is  and  schal  ben  euer-mo.     Amen. 


80 


but  always 
greeted  Our 
Lady's 
image. 


One  night, 
going  after 
a  woman, 


he  fell  off  a 
bridge  and 
was  drowiid. 


Angels  wisht 
to  help  him. 


IX.    [<©f  an  imax^mtxA  monk,  fat  foas  brmtntb,  anb  xtxtii 
a3«git  bg  bxt  laJrg  ia  Igf.] 

ASexteyn  was  in  an  Abbey 
Of  J)e  Ordre  of  Monkes  grey, 
)3at  louede  to  worschipe  vr  ladi ; 

But  fallen  he  was  In  lecheri.  4 

Whon  his  Brefren  were  to  bedde  i-gon, 
He  wolde  gon  as  stille  as  ston 
Out  of  Cloystre  on  his  wilde-hede, 
fforte  parfourne  his  misdede.  8 

)5auh  he  hijed  faste  for  his  Corage, 
Euere  he  wolde  grete  pe  ymage 
)3at  in  fe  chirche  was  mad  of  vre  ladi, 
As  ofte  as  he  passed  hit  by. 

Hit  bi-fel  rppon  a  niht, 
To  his  walk  he  hedde  hym  diht, 
Bi  J)at  ymage  passed  he 
And  grette  hit  wij)  an  Aue. 
Vnder  J)e  Abbeye  a  water  Eon, 
Jjer-ouer  was  a  Brugge  of  ston  : 
Ouer  fat  Brugge  lay  his  pas. 
But  him  bi-fel  a  wondur  cas  : 
As  a  mon  fat  hedde  ben  a-teynt 
He  fel  a-doun  and  was  I-dreynt. 

)5er  comen  ffendes  fers  and  felle 
To  fecche  his  soule  in  to  helle. 

A  Cumpaygnye  of  Angeles  swete 
j3orw  Godus  pite  dude  wif  him^  mete,  i  r.i 

3if  fei  mihte  forw  godus  gras 
Helpe  fe  soule  of  sum  solas. 

J?e  fifendes  crijeden  sone  anon  : 
"3e  wiJ)  fis  soule  haue  nou^t  to  don. 
He  is  lugget  wif  vs  to  gon 
ffor  fe  Misdedes  fat  he  haf  don." 

}pe  Angeles  al  astoneyet  were, 
ffor  f ei  mihte  schewe  no  good  werk  fere 
Wherfore  f  ei  mihte  him  calange 
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Our  Lady 
askt  the 
Fiends  why 
they'd  taken 
the  Sacris- 
tan's body. 


He  alwavs 
)?reeted  Ler 
with  an  Ave. 


And  wij)  hem  lede  forJ>  in  heore  range.  36 

But  as  pei  stonden  alle  a-gast, 
per  com  vre  ladi  s\vi))e  fast. 

Heo  seide  :  "  |)is  soule  whi  haue  je  take, 
3e  foule  ffendes  bio  and  Blake  ] "  40 

pei  onswerde  sone  schortly  : 
"  fEor  he  diede  sodeynly 
"Wijj-outen  eny  gode  dede ; 
Jjerfore  we  schulen  him  quite  his  mede."  44 

Vr  ladi  seide  :  "  30  sey  falsly ; 
"Whon-euer  he  went  and  passed  me  hi, 
He  grette  me  wijj  an  Aue, 

And  Jjus  he  tok  leue  of  me,  48 

Als  euere  he,^  whon  he  com  a-jeyn,  '  om.  he 

To  sey  an  Aue  he  was  fayn. 
3e  schul  not  sei  we  take  hym  ow  fro 
"VVij)  strengfe  ne  Manas  ner-J)e-Mo  :  52 

Put  we  hit  In  fe  luggement 
Of  J)e  hei3e  kyng,  verreyment" 

As  J)ei  ))us  striuen  I-fere, 
Jjorw  Maries  Mylde  prey[er]e  56 

Hit  lyked  God,  of  alle  souereyn, 
J)e  soule  to  fe  bodi  wende^  a-^eyn,  » r.  sende? 

)3at  he  mihte  here  him-self  aMeude, 
Td  god  wolde  aftur  hym  sende.  60 

His  breferen  fat  slepten  in  here  wyse 
AYeren  awaked  and  wolden  aryse, 
Gret  wonder  fei  hedden  hem  among 
"VYhi  ))e  sexsteyn  was  so  long.-  .  .  64 
[rest  of  miracles  wanting]  ^ 

1  The  next  40  leaves,  f.  CXXVI  b— CLXVI  b,  are  wanting,  with  the 
rest  of  Mary's  Miracles  (c.  7000  vv.),  which,  according  to  the  Index,  ended 
f.  CXXXIIII,  and  the  following  poems,  as  given  in  the  Index  :  f.  CXXXIIII, 
jje  seuene  psalmes.  To  euery  apostel  an  orysouM.  An  orisou»  to  alle  \>e 
apostles.  An  orison  to  seynt  Michel.  An  orysoua  to  sejmt  Ion  }je  bap- 
tist. Salutacions  to  ihe^u  crist'.  An  orysou/i  to  jie  Trynite.  Salutacious 
to  vre  lady.  O  vere  beata  &  intemerata.  An  orj-soua  of  bede  off  J>e 
seuene  wordes  ]ia,t  crist  spak  last  in  f)e  cros.  Letanie  off  vre  lady  \>&t  seynt 
bernard  made.  Ofjur  orisones  to  vre  lady.  Matyns  of  |je  passioura. 
Orisons  off  seynt  Anselmes  Meclitaclou»s. 

Then  follow  pe  Gospdes,  f.  CLXVI  b— CCXXVII,  on  which  see  Altengl. 
Leg.  N.  P.,  p.  LXXI  ff ;  amongst  them  a  later  addition,  the  Sermon  de 
festo  corporis  cristi. 


She  appeald 
to  God, 


who  sent  the 
Sacristan's 
soal  into  his 
body  again, 
so  that  he 
might  re- 
form. 


1G8  XXX.     On  the  Feast  of  Corpus  Christi. 


y\ 


MS.  Vern.,f.  CXCVh. 

XXX.    f  e  UsU  rar^om  cHstx} 

[Panem  angelorum  manducauit  Jiomo.^] 
E  lewede  Men,  take))  hede — *         (See  I  39*  helow.) 
ffor  feos  clerkes  hap  non  nede  "  om.  in  vern. 

])at  I  hem  opene  fis  latyn, 

ffor  heo  hit  conne  wel  a-fyn,  4 

1  Ed.  before  in  Herrig's  Archiv  LXXXII,  p.  167  ff.  Of  the  3  MSS.  of  this  homily, 
MS.  Harl.  4196  contains  an  older,  northei'n  text,  MSS.  Dd  1,  1,  and  Vernon  a  southern 
transformation.  MS.  Dd  was  written  before  MS.  Vernon,  but  adds  an  introduction  of 
38  vv. :  MS.  Vernon  adds  a  2nd  homily :  Septem  Miracula  de  corpore  cristi,  from  Robert 
of  Brunne's  Handlyn.g  Synne.     Cf.  Altengl.  Leg.  N.  F.,  p.  LXVIII,  LXXIII,  LXXXII. 

MS.  Dd.  1,1  Camhr.  Univ.  L!hr.,fol.  32  h. 

In  Twmine  summi  saluatoris,  gloriosissimi  suUimis  creatoris,  indiuidue 
omnipotentis  ineffahilis  trinitatis,  incovxprehensihilis  et  incommutahilis  veri  dci 
Sf  liominis,  nosiri  pvincijni,  progreditnv  exordium. :  veri  vhi  christus  est  fundu- 
mentum,  7iullum  honi  opens  superest  edificiuxa :  patebunt  lingxia,  materna,  del 
mediante  gracia.. 

Panem  angelorum  manducauit  homo :  Dauid  in  psahno. 
3  In  Jie  name  of  oure  souereyn  sauyour,   to  techin  vs  ])e  riht  wey  before, 
)3atis  al-weldinge  creatour,  ^  The  first  ssw.   and  pat  he  to  vs  take  hede 
)pe  heye  holi  trenyte  vernon. '"^^ '"   &  send  vs  jjing  Jjat  we  han  nede.      2-4 

)per  o  god  is  &  personis  .iij.,  4  ffor,  as  I  seyde  beforn  in  latyn, 

Bofe  veri  god  and  man ;  j)at  no  werk  haj)  no  good  fyn, 

&  pe  holi  gost,  alle  .iij.  but  an,  It  is  nouht  worth,  verament, 

be  a-mong  vs  in  his  grace  to  wone,         but  if  crist  be  pe  fundament :  28 

to  helpe  pe  speche  pat  is  here  beguwne,   }3er-for  Avile  we  him  beseche 
and  if  per  eny  man  be  here  9   pat  he  be  foimder  of  oure  speche, 

])at  of  his  beleue  ha])  ben  in  a  were         and  pat  it  ende  in  his  name, 
or  haJ)  errid  her-be-fore  &  ])«t  pe  foule  fend  it  schame  32- 

wher-bi  his  soule  myhte  be  lore,        12   and  p?-ofite  to  oure  soulis  alle, 
swich  word  he  mote  now  here  \)at  non  in  mysbelene  ne  falle. 

to  sauen  him  fro  helle-fere ;  )5er-for  alle  fat  ben  here, 

and  alle  pat  ben  in  riht  fay,  preyth  for  me  sum  prey  ere,  3G 

pat  ))ei  mote  hold  pe  saf  Avay.  16   ffor  ihe^-u  cristis  owne  loue, 

and  ])er-for  beseke  we  him  &  also  for  ^oure  own  behoue. 

pat  may  sauen  eueri  lyrae,  *3e  lewid  men,  takij)  hede — 

to-berste,  to-bete  bon  &  felle,  for  pe  clerkis  ban  no  nede  40 

to  saue  vs  fro  pe  fire  of  belle  ;  20   pat  I  hem  opene  ))is  latyn, 

and  ))is  day  lete  his  bodi  be  bore,  for  ])ei  it  knowe  wel  &  fyn  ; 

MS.  Harl.  4196.     Sermo  in  festo  Corporis  Crist*. 
Panem  angelorum  manducauit  homo     In  pavce  bukes  may  fai  se 

(Ps.  77,  25).  pe  gudenes  of  goddes  preuete,  A 

*T"   aude  men  herto  tak  hede —  Gastly  how  he  will  vs  fede 

I  i  ffor  vnto  clerkes  it  es  no  nede,     With  his  body  in  fowrom  of  bredo, 
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ffor  holy  Churche  hit  singe))  ineste, 
^N^omeliche  of  J)is  newe  feste. 
Ac  nopeles  hit  is  ful  olde 
]3at  Dauid  in  fe  psauter  tolde  : 
ffor  J)is  is  fe  latyn  fat  Dauid  sede 
J3at  "  Mon  ete  Angeles  Brede  ; " 
And  fat  is  sof,  for  so  hit  wes 
J3e  tynie  of  fe  prophete  Moyses. 
[He]i  was  in  Egipte  in  gret  truage, 
And  godus  folk  in  iovl  seruage, 
Vnder  fe  kyng  Pharaon 
jjer  was  mony  a  fousund  mon, 
Longe  hit  were  al  to  telle  ; 
But  atte  laste  hit  fus  hifelle 
}3at  god  nolde  soffre  hit  no  more 
His  owne  folk  in  fraldam  wore, 
And  god  bad  Moyses  he  scholde  fle 
"WiJ)  his  folk  J)orwh  fe  Eede  sed. 

}3o  Moyses  to  fe  see  com, 
Al  druye  his  folk  wij)  hym  he  nom  : 
]3e  see  stod  vp-riht  as  a  Aval, 


12 


16 


20 


24 


This  new 
Feast  is  old. 


for  David 
said  Man  ate 
Angels'  food. 


God's  folk 
were  in 
slavery  niider 
Pharaoh. 


Mo«es  led  his 


Cambr.  MS. 
ffor  holi  chirche  it  singif  meste, 
nameliche  in  fis  newe  feste.  44 

But  nertheles  it  is  fid  old 
])ai  dauid  in  J)e  sawtere  told : 
for  J?is  it  is  fat  dauid  seyde 
]3at  "  Man  etif  auwgelis  brede  ; "       48 
&  fat  is  soth,  for  so  it  wes 
in  tyme  of  fe  prophete  moyses. 
He  was  in  Egipte  in  gret  truage, 
&  goddis  folk  in  foul  seruage,  52 

vnder  f  e  king  pharao 
)?er  was  a  f  ousand  men  &  mo. 
Longe  it  were  al  to  telle  ; 
but  atte  laste  f us  it  befelle  56 

J3at  god  ne  wold  suflren  it  no  more 
his  owne  folk  in  thraldom  tliore, 
and  god  bad  moyses  he  schuld  fle 
wif  his  folk  f orw  f e  rede  se.  60 

and  whan  moyses  to  fe  se  com, 
al  drye  his  folk  wif  him  he  nom  : 
]iQ  se  stod  vpriht  as  a  walle, 


Uarl.  MS.  4196. 
Als  haly  kyrk  now  most  and  lest        7 
Mase  mynde  now  in  f is  new-fun  fest ; 
Als  dauid  in  f  e  sawter  said, 
And  fe  haly  gast  had  him  puruaid 
By  figures  f e  folk  forto  lere. 
)5ar-fore  he  said  on  f is  manere, 
Als  witnes  beres  in  fis  stede  : 
"  Man,"  he  said,  "  etis  angell  brede, 
So  was  it  in  tyme  of  moyses 
Omang  f e  childer  fat  ihesu  chese. 
fEor  when  fai  war  in  thraldom  broglit 
"With  farao  fat  f am  wranges  wroght — 
)3at  war  ful  lang  now  forto  tell ; 
Bot  at  f e  last  so  it  bifell 
Jjat  god  wald  suffer  it  namore 
}3at  his  folk  in  thraldom  wore  : 
He  bad  moyses  fat  he  suld  fle 
AVith  his  folk  thurgh  f  e  [rede]  se. 
And  when  fai  to  fe  se  war  cumen, 
A  dri  way  sone  haue  fai  nomyn  : 
J3e  water  stode  vp  als  a  wall, 
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Pharaoh  and 
liis  liost  pur- 
sued them, 


but  were  all 
drownd. 


Men  then 
eat  Angels' 
bread, 


The  Israelites 
sind  by 
gathering 
more  Hanna 
tlian  tliey 
wanted. 


Til  ])ei  weore  I-passed  al. 

Kyng  Pharao  him  suwed  faste 
WiJ)  his  Chares  and  his  hoste ; 
And  whon  fei  weore  alle  in  fe  see, 
God  torned  heore  strengfe  a-3e, 
So  fat  Jjei  were  ouer-seynt, 
And  he  and  alle  hise  weren  i-dreynt. 

In  fis  place  hit  mai  beo  sede 
}3at  mon  ete  Angeles  brede  : 
Jjat  tyme  fat  Moyses  ladde  jjus 
His  grete  host  In  wildernus 
God  dude  lete  reyne  a-doun 
As  hit  were  flour  gret  foysun, 
Manna,  so  hit  is  I-write, 
And  is  I-clept  Angeles  Mete. 
Heo  hit  gedrede  and  liueden  ferbi, 
And  suwged  sore  I  wol  telle  ou  whi : 
J3ei  gederde  more,  for  drede  of  brede, 
pen  vche  day  pei  hedde  to  nede ; 
And  hit  nolde  not  ben  on  Morwe 
fi"orte  kepe  ne  for  to  Borwe. 


36 


40 


44 


Cainbr.  MS. 
til  fei  were  passid  alle.  64 

King  pharao  him  suyd  faste 
wij)  al  his  meyne,  &  al  in  haste ; 
and  whan  fei  were  alle  in  J?e  se  wif-in, 
God  turnid  hire  strengfe  al  ajen,      68 
so  fat  goddis  folk  was  al  ouer  went 
&  pharao  &  hise  were  alle  schent. 

In  fis  place  it  may  ben  seyde 
}3at  man  ete  auwgelis  brede  :  72 

)je  tyme  fat  moyses  lad  f us 
his  gret  ost  in  wildernes 
God  fro  heuene  lete  reyne  a,do\in 
as  it  were  a  flour,  gret  foysou?i,         76 
Manna,  so  it  is  wrete, 
&  it  is  seyd  aungelis  mete. 
)3ei  it  gaderid  &  lyuid  fer-bi,  79 

&  synnyd  sore  I  wile  telle  30  w  whi : 
])ei  gaderid  mor  of  bred 
)pan  eueri  day  f  ei  had  to  ned  ; 
and  it  wolde  not  ben  on  morwe 
for  to  kepe  ue  for  to  borwe.  84 


BarL  MS.  4196. 
vntill  fai  war  past  ouer  alL  28 

Kyng  farao  with  ful  gret  boste 
pursued  f  am  with  all  his  oste, 
And  wele  fai  wend  f e  way  to  hent 
Als  fe  childer  oway  had  went :         32 
J?e  se  closed  and  f  am  vmcast ; 
jjaire  Hues  might  no  langer  last. 
)pare  was  he  and  his  menje  drownd. 
And  goddes  folk  past  hale  and  sownd. 
In  wildernes  fan  was  moyses  37 

With  childer  fat  god  him-seluen  chese. 
God  sent  to  f  am  fra  heuyn  doune 
Als  it  war  flowre  ful  gret  foysowne ;  40 
Manna  in  clergi  es  it  cald, 
Angell  mete  men  may  it  hald. 
)3ai  gaderd  it  and  lifed  far-by, 
And  sinned  I  sail  tell  30W  why  :       44 
}5ai  gederd  more  and  broght  to  hend 
)5an  fai  had  mester  forto  spend ; 
And,  if  fai  saniind  it  on  fe  day, 
On  fe  mora  wuld  it  be  oway  48 
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Ich  holde  fis  a  tadde  store 
To  vche  Mokerere  fat  biddej)^  more 
Of  Catel  fen  he  haf  to  nede 
His  owne  Meyne  forte  fede ; 
He  buggej)  Com  a3eyii  fe  jere 
And  kepe])  hit  til  hit  beo  dere. 
"))er-of  he  dof  wysliche, 
3if  he  departe  hit  skilfidliche." 

Kay,  forsojje,  fenkef  he  nouht 
To  pore  men  parten  ouht ; 
Bou3te  he  neuere  so  good  chepe, 
He  rewej)  nout  fe  pore  wepe  ; 
He  ne  rouhte  how  al  pe  world  3ode, 
So  fat  his  owne  bi-3ete  were  goode. 
fFor  fis  is  fe  Mokereres  onswere  : 
"  Gof  or  wey,  Com  is  dere  ! " 

And  forsofe,  wif-oute  gabbe, 
\)ei  same  onswere  he  schal  habbe 
"Whon  alle  fe  Angeles  in  heuene  beof 
And  aUe  on  eorjje  fat  f olef  def 
Schul  ben  at  a  parlement : 


1  r.  bigge}> 


Tliis  is  a 
warning 
48     against 
Usurers 


who  keep 
back  com  till 
52    it  gets  dear. 


6G 


60 


and  never 
care  that  the 
poor  weep. 


The  Usurer 
says,  "  Go 
your  way ! 


64:    The  same 
answer  shall 
lie  get 
at  the  last 
parliament, 


Cambr.  AfS. 
I  holde  f  is  a  badde  stor 
to  eueri  mokerere  fat  wold  han  mor 
of  catel  fan  he  haf  to  nede 
his  owne  meyne  for  to  fede ;  88 

he  bief  corn  a3en  f  e  3ere 
&  kepit  it  til  it  be  dere. 
"  But  f  er-of  dof  he  wiseliche, 
if  he  departe  it  skilfulliche."  92 

Nay  for  sof e,  f enkif  he  nouht 
to  pore  men  departen  ouht ; 
Bouhte  he  neuere  so  good  chepe, 
he  ne  rewif  not  fe  pore  to  Avepe  ;     96 
he  ne  rouhte  how  al  f e  world  3ode, 
so  frtt  his  owne  geting  were  gode. 
for  f  is  is  f  e  mokereris  answere  : 
"  Go  30ure  wey,  corn  is  ful  dere,"   100 
also  for  sof e,  wif-outen  gabbe, 
\)e  same  answere  he  schall  habbe 
whan  alle  f  e  auwgelis,  in  heuene  beth, 
&  alle  on  erthe  fat  suffrid  deth,      104 
schul  ben  at  on  parlement : 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
And  f ar-in  wald  be  no  foysowne, 
Bot  turn  in  to  corrupciowne. 
}3ai  might  wele  se  fan  by  fis  thing  : 
Gcd  was  noght  paid  of  f  aire  gedering. 
|jan  may  we  se  it  es  ill  store  53 

Of  fir  mokyrers  fat  bies  more 
Corn  or  malt  fan  he  has  nede 
His  men3e  fully  forto  fede.  56 

He  fat  byes  corn  so  here 
And  3emes  it  till  it  be  dere, 
And  are  will  lat  it  lig  and  rote 
Or  he  it  do  till  ofer  note,  60 

He  greues  god,  trewly  to  tell, 
Als  did  fe  childer  of  Israel, 
)3at  trowed  noght  with  trew  entent 
)jat  fode  Inogh  suld  f am  be  sent.     64 
And  fat  com  gaders  gude  spede 
And  will  noght  part  in  tyme  of  nede 
vnto  f am  fat  fode  has  nane, 
Bot  saues  it  to  him-self  allane,  68 

fEul  hard  rekiniug  3eld  sal  he 


172 


XXX.     On  the  Feast  of  Gor-pus  Christi. 


when  God 
Himself 


shall  say  to 
the  Usurer,  at 
Doomsday, 


"  I  huiigerd, 
and  you 
refiisd  me 
food."  &c. 


"  Therefore, 
Usurer,  go 
and  dwell  for 
ever  with 
Devils ! " 


J3en  J?e  Mokerere  schal  be  schent ; 
J)er  he  schal  vbhreyded  beo 
Of  God  him-self,  fat  is  al  freo, 
In  what  manere  he  hajj  spent 
J3e  godus  pat  God  on  eorjje  him  lent. 
Jjero  god  him-self  schal  3iue  pe  dome — • 
He  may  beo  adred  er  he  per  come ; 
ffor  J)is  is  pe  word  pat  God  wol  say 
To  pe  Mokerere  at  Domes-day, 
And  Certeynliche  to  non  opur  mon 
But  to  pe  wrecche  Mokerere  pon  : 
"  I  hungred  whon  pou  wernedest  me  mote 
I  was  a-ifurst,  I  coude  not  gete ; 
Herborweles,  pou  me  forsoke ; 
Seek,  in  pri'sun,  pou  ne  come  me  to  loke ; 
A-Cold,  Clopeles  also, 
Naked  pou  me  lette  go  : 
Jjerfore,  Mokerere,  pou  wende  to  helle, 
Wip  alle  pe  deuelen  per  eue?*e  to  dwelle." 
)?e  wrecche  Mokerere  onswere  schal  pan 
"  Lord,  whon  sauh  we  pe  neodi  Man  ] " 


68 


72 


76 


80 


84 


Gamhr.  MS. 
Jjer  pe  mokerere  schal  ben  schent ; 
jjer  he  schal  vpbraydid  be 
of  god  him-self,  pat  is  so  fre,  108 

In  what  manere  pat  he  hap  spent 
)je  godis  pat  god  on  erthe  him  lent. 
)3er  god  him-self  schal  3euyn  pe  dome — 
he  may  ben  a-drad  or  he  per  come ; 
fifor  pis  is  pe  word  pat  god  wile  say  113 
to  pe  mokerere  at  domys-day, 
and  so  harde  to  non  other  man 
as  to  pe  vnkynde  mokerere  pan  :     116 
"I  hungrid  whan  pou  wernedist  me 

mete ; 
I  wold  haue  had  drink,  I  cowde  non 

gete; 
herborwles,  pou  me  forsoke ; 
&  sike,  in  pnsouw,  cam  not  me  to 

loke;  .  .  ."  120 

[/olios  34,  35,  36  icanting  in 
Cambr.  MS.] 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
At  pe  dome,  when  he  sail  denied  be 
By-for  god  pat  es  high  iustise 
And  euyn  domes-man  &  al  rightwise, 


73 


76 


80 


And  bifor  all  his  saintes  sere 

And  his  angels  all  in-fere ; 

)3an  sail  he  wit  how  he  has  spend 

Al  pe  gude  pat  god  him  send  ! 

ffor  in  pis  maner  sail  god  say 

vnto  nithinges  on  domes-day  : 

"  hunger  I  had  and  thrist  ful  gret( 

J3ou  gaf  me  nowper  drink  ne  mete 

And  berberies  pou  me  forsoke ; 

In  preson  wald  pou  iioght  me  loke ; 

I^akid  when^  I  was  also,  »  ms.  whin 

With-owten  clath  pou  lete  me  go.     84 

Jparfore  now  saltou  wende  to  hell, 

Euer-more  with  deuils  to  dwell." 

j)nn  sal  pe  sinful  say  in  hy  : 

"lord,  when  saw  we  pe  nedy 

And  did  noght  als  vs  fell  to  do  1 " 

Jjan  sal  he  answer  pam  vnto 
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"  3»is,  whon  36  warned  Jje  leste  of  myne, 

3e  warned  hit  me  wel  a-fyne ; " 

And  fere  hem^  tit  heore  onswere  :  '  or.  i 

"  GoJ)  to  lielle,  for  heuene  is  dere." 

At  Domes-day  fe  meste  schennes 

Hit  falle))  vppon  J>e  nyjjinges ; 

ffor  Jjei  neuermore  wole  hem  schryue 

]3at  fei  weore  nijjinges  in  heore  lyue, 

But  euere  heore  onswere  hit  is  fus 

"  TVe  jiuen  more  fen  men  ^iuen  vs." — 

Tome  we  to  vre  gospelle, 
Of  fe  folk  of  Ysraelle, 
Hou  jjei  gedrede  Angeles  brede 
More  J3en  fei  hedde  to  nede. 
Jjerfore  god  wrojj  was 
J3at  fei  trist  not  to  his  gras, 
And  let  hem  dye  ;  and  were  I-slay 
ffourti  fousund  on  a  day, 
ffor  fat  gult  and  ofur  eke, 
And  godus  heste  fat  f ei  breke ; 
Jjat  of  sixe  [hundred]  ^  and  twenti^  fousende- 
)3us  muche  was  f  e  nou??ibre  to  toknynge — 
)5at  f  er  come  non  to  londe  freo 
Saue  tweyne,  Calef  and  losue— 


92 


At  Domes- 
day the  most 
sliames  shall 
fall  on  Hisera. 


100    God  was 

wroth  with 
the  Israelites, 
who  gat  herd 
more  manna 
than  they 
needed, 

104    because  they 
did  not  trust 
Uis  grace. 
He  slew 
40,000  of 
them  in  1 
day. 

108 

om.        And  of 
620,000, 
only  2,  Caleb 
and  Joshua, 

>  **■        came  to  the 

Promist 
112     Land. 


Had.  MS.  4196. 
And  say  :  '*  when  fat  ^e  saw  in  pine 
Any  of  fe  lest  of  myne  92 

And  helpid  f am  noght  in  faire  nede, 
vnto  me  did  je  fat  ilk  dede." 
J?an  thurgh  dome  he  sal  f  am  schende 
To  won  in  wa  with-owten  ende.        96 
)?us  on  domesday  f  e  most  hething 
Sail  fall  vnto  f  e  hard  nithing  ; 
ffor  f arof  will  f ai  noght  f a?u  schriue, 
If  fai  be  nithinges  al  faire  Hue,      100 
Bot  euer-more  fai  answer  f us  : 
"  We  gif  wele  more  fan  men  dose  vs," 
And  syn  fai  say  fat  it  [es]  nane 
To  saue  all  to  fam-seLf  allane  104 

And  spare  it  aU  vntQl  fai  dy — 
]3at  bargan  sail  fai  dere  haby  ! 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
jjarfore  of  nithinges  lat  we  be 
And  till  oure  mater  turn  will  we  :  108 
More  in  f is  tyme  now  will  we  tell 
Of  f  e  childer  of  Israel, 
How  fai  gaderd  angell  fode 
More  fan  neded  to  do  f am  gude.    112 
)3ai  traisted  noght  in  goddes  grace  : 
J3ar-fore  vnto  f am  wrath  he  was, 
He  sufferd  f am  peris  ilkane 
And  with  faire  enmys  to  be  slane  ;  1 1 6 
"With  were  he  was  opon  fam^  wroken, 
ffor  fai  had  his  biding  broken.  »  ms.  J^an 
Of  sex  and  twenty  hundreth  tho  wsaud  (! ) 
j)a.t  war  fare  in  desert  dweland,      120 
To  f e  land  of  best  fare  come  nane  fre 
Bot  anly  Calef  and  iosue — 
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And  of  fulke  tweyne  com  al  fe  strene 
Of  vre  ladi,  heuene-Qweene. — 

N"ow  is  wel  sene  to-day 
Jjat  he  loue])  vs  more  fen  ))ay.  1 1 6 

ffor  he  ne  sende  hem  but  Angel  brede, 
}3at  lastejj  but  a  day  to  nede, 
We  have         He  hab  send  us  a  Eicchor  sonde  : 

richer  food         -tt-  i      t     •   -i  i         ,        i  ■,  ^^ 

than  Angels'.  His  owne  bodi,  ich  vndui'stonde,  1 20 

even  Christ's 

Body,  ]5at  wol  laste  euere  fe  soule  wif-Inne 

Whil  ])ou  art  out  of  dedly  synne. 

J3at  was  I-pyned  for  vre  nede 
Inform  of       To-dav  bou  seost  In  ffourme  of  brede.  124 

Bread.  "^    '^ 

And  fauh  I  wol  30 w  schewe  and  telle 

Beo  ]jis  ensaumple  hou  hit  bi-felle, 

)3at  is  writen  In  fe  Legent 

Of  J)i[s]  holy  sacrament.  128 

A  Legend     ^xiitmus  m  xlMwcx  formant  lanis,  noit  carnis,  ^  axmn. 

of  thu  Sacra-  P  7  '        ~i 

^^'  A     lew  sum  tyme  and  a  Cristene  mon 

A  Jew  and  a         l\       -.-.-r         .  ■,  .      , 

Christian         i\    Were  felawcs  m  be  wey  vppon, 

oncetraveld        ,      i  i  .  ,  mi 

together.         And  bi  fe  wey,  as  riht  was, 

j)e  Cristene  Mon  herde  Eynge  to  Mas.  132 

Jje  Cristene  Mon  seide  :  "  a-byd  me  here, 
Whil  I  go  to  my  preyere  ! " 


Hurl.  MS.  4196.  Ha7-l  MS.  4196. 

And  of  Jja  twa  come  all  pe  strene  Jjat  for  vs  in  erth  sufferd  dede 

Of  milde  mari,  oure  heuyn-quene. —  And  toke  his  hand-werk  out  of  hell. 

Now  in  ]jis  werld  wele  may  we  se  125  Jparby  a  tale  he[r]  wiU  I  tell,  140 

)?at  lufed  with  god  wele  more  er  we  :  |;at  wretin  es  in  pe  legent 

ffor  he  sent  Jiam  hot  angels  brede,  Towcheand  fis  haly  sacrament. 
pat  bot  a  day  wald  stand  in  stede,  128 

And  vntill  vs  here  has  he  sent  iarratm  ir£  mhta  &  enstmxa. 

His  awin  body,  verrayment,  O  um  tyme,  als  clerkes  tell  30W  can, 

|5at  euer-more  will  last  vs  in,  )0  Was  a  iew  and  a  cristen  man ;  144 

If  we  be  out  of  dedly  syn.  132  }pai  met  togeder  opon  a  day, 

Both  his  verray  fless  and  blude  And  so  3ode  samen  by  \ie  way. 

Gifes  he  till  oure  gastly  fode  And,  als  in  bokes  beres  witnes, 

)3at  for  vs  was  pined  on  a  tre ;  )je  cristen  man  herd  ring  to  mes.    148 

Ilk  day  oure-self  may  it  se  136  He  said  to  fe  iew  :  "habide  me  here, 

In  faire  fowrom  of  erthly  brede  Whils  I  go  mak  my  prayere." 
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)pe  cristene  mon  we^te  in  to  fe  churche. 

And  Jie  lew  bi-gon  to  grucche, 

fFor  hym  j5hou3te  his  felawe  was 

To  longe  biddinge^  atte  Mas.  '  r.  bidini 

\)Q  lew  ros  vp  and  for))  ede 
In  to  fe  Churche,  to  take  hede. 
J:en  sauh  he  atte  weuede 
])Q  Prest  holde  ouer  his  heuede 
A  ffeir  child,  I-woundet  sore 
In  ffot,  in  bond ;  3it  sauh  he  more 
)5at  ))er  nas  noufur  wyf  nor  mon 
Of  alle  fat  in  fe  Chirche  were  on 
)5at  ne  helde  vp  here  hondes  and  sat  on  kne  , 
And  from  fat  child  sauh  come  fie 
Anofur  such  as  he  sauh  stonde, 
A[nd]  lihte  bi-twene  vche  monnes  honde. 

\)Q  leuh  a-Bod,  til  fe  Prest 
Ysede  Jje  Eukarist, 
)5en  sauh  he  him  ete  fe  chUd 
J3at  he  bi-twenen  his  hondes  held ; 
And  al  fat  weore  in  f e  churche  fermide 
}3e  leuh  fhoujte  fat  so  heo  dude. 
Jje  leuh  was  agrise  and  wewte  hi??i  hyde 
Jjer  his  felawe  him  bad  abyde, 
And  bi  him-self  he  seide  fan  : 
"  A  grisly  lyf  haf  Cristen  Man ! " 


136 


140 


144 


148 


152 


and  saw  the 
Priest  hold  a 
Child  oyer 
his  bead. 


from  which 
a  Uke  ChUd 
flew  to  every 
commani- 


Then  the 
Priest  eat 
the  ChUd: 


and  all  the 
other  folk  ate, 
156     each,  his 
ChUd. 


160 


Had.  MS.  4196. 
)je  iew  said  :  "  I  will  assent." 
Jpe  cristen  man  to  kirk  es  went,      152 
And  made  his  prayers  inwardly 
Tuto  oure  lord  god  al-mighty. 
)3e  iew  fan  in  f e  way  him  held 
And  thoght  his  felaw  ful  lang  dweld  ; 
jjarfore  vnto  fe  kirk  he  jede,  157 

preuely  forto  tak  hede 
WTiat  maners  was  f  am  omang 
J3at  his  felaw  dweld  so  lang.  160 

And  fan  he  saw,  or  euer  he  leuid, 
be  prist  hald  vp  ouer  his  heuid 
A  knaue-childe,  with  wowndes  sore 
In  fete  and  bend ;  3it  saw  he  more  164 
j3at  fare  was  nowf er  wife  ne  man 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
Of  f am  fat  in  f e  kirk  was  fan  [bend ; 
])aX  fai  ne  kneled  and  held  vp  faire 
And  fra  f e  child  fan  saw  he  wend 
To  nk  man  swilk  a  child  to  sight, 
And  euyn  bitwene  faire  handes  it  light. 
}?e  iew  biheld  fan  to  f e  priste 
Bygan  to  vse  fe  ewkariste,  172 

He  saw  him  ett  fe  same  childe 
)3at  he  bitwix  [his]  handes  hilde ; 
And  on  f e  same  wise  thoght  him  fare 
Did  aU.  fat  in  fe  kirk  ware.  176 

}5e  iew  fan  went  and  stode  fat  tide 
Whare  his  felow  bad  him  abide, 
And  vnto  him-self  said  he  fan  : 
'*  A  lathly  life  ledes  cristen  men !  "  180 


176 
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After,  tlie 
Cliiistimi 
rejoind  the 
Jew, 


and  was  told 
that  his  belly 
ought  to  be 


as  he  (like 
tlie  other 
Christians) 
liad  eaten  a 
bleeding 
Child. 


The  Christian 
said  it  was 
aUe. 


J3e  Cristene  Mou  aftur  ])e  mas 
Com  to  J)e  stude  per  pG  lew  was. 

f)e  leuh  asked  :  "  liou  farestou  1 " 

j)e  Cristene  mon  seide  :  "  better  pen  |)ou  ; 
ffor  sipen  icliaue  my  god  seye, 
j;e  lihtore  ich  holde  al  my  weye." 

]5e  lew  seide  :  "  beo  my  scolle, 
Wei  ouhte  pi  wombe  be  fuUe  ! 
Hedde  I  so  muchel  I-jete, 
J?is  freo  dayes  nolde  I  no  mete." 

"fforso])e,"  qua])  pe  cristene  mon, 
"To-day  sayj  I  siht  of  non, 
Non  eorjjliche  kunnes  mete 
]3at  my  ^Mouj)  mihte  ete." 

"Let  beo  !  I  sauh  wijj  myn  e^eu  two 
Where  jjou  and  ofur  mo, 
Vche  of  ow  heold  a  child  blodie, 
And  sifen  je  eten  hit,  I  mil  not  lye ; 
Wherf ore  i  seye  fat  oure^  lawe  '  =  301 

Is  not  good."     bi  fat  sawe 

\)e  Cristen  mon  bi-gon  to  beo  wroj) ; 
"  Jjou  lyest,  lew,  fou  art  me  lof  ; 
3oure  lawe  is  fals,  and  so  ^e  ben, 
3e  wol  not  leeue  but  fat  30  sen. 
jjerfore  al-one  I^  go  fe  bi,  »  cm.  1? 

I  kepe  no  more  fi  cumpaygni." 


164 


168 


172 


176 


180 


184 
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J50  cristen  man,  when,  mes  was  done, 
Come  vnto  pe  iew  full  sone. 
]pe  iew  said  :  "  how  fars  f  ou  now  1 " 
J?e  tofer  said  :  "  better  fan  fou.      184 
ffor  I  haue  sene  my  sauiowre, 
vnto  wham  be  euer  honowre ; 
And  sen  fat  I  haue  sene  fat  sight. 
All  fe  day  I  am  more  light."  188 

J3e  iew  said  :  "  so  mot  I  the, 
\)i  wombe  aght  wele  full  to  be ) 
ffor,  and  I  might  so  mekill  ette, 
)5irthre  dales  suld  I  ett  no  mete."  192 
j)e  cristen  man  fan  said  f ul  right : 
"  }3is  day  come  no  mete  in  my  sight ; 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
Als  fer  als  I  on  may  think, 
Jjis  day  I  saw  no  mete  ne  drink."   196 
\)e  iew  said  :  "  for  schame,  lat  be  ! 
I  saw  both  of  er  men  and  f  e 
Ilkone  hald  a  child  blody 
And  ett  it  sef  in,  sekerly.  200 

And  sertes,  me  think  by  f  is  scill 
A  lathly  life  je  gif  30W  till ! " 
])e  cristen  man  fan  wex  all  wrath. 
And  said  :  "fou  lies,  with-owten  ath. 
3owre  law  es  fals  and  so  er  ^e,        205 
3e  will  noght  leue  hot  fat  ^e  se. 
|?a]fore  fare  furth,  opon  f  e  fy  ! 
I  will  nomore  f  i  cumpany."  208 
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Jje  lew  seide  :  "  ffelawe,  greef  pe  nouht 
Jjeih  I  telle  |)e  what  I  sayh  and  pouht, 
Ac  tel  me  bi  sum  ojjur  preue 
Wher-bi  I  may  jie  sope  leue  ! " 

"  J)is  is  fe  skile,"  qua]?  Jie  Cristene  man, 
"  ]5at  god  nout  soITre])  Jie  fan 
J3at  Jjou  seje  wij?  J)in  630 
J)e  sacremens  fat  ben  so  sle3e, 
Jjat  bis  fflescb  mibte  so  ben  hud 
To  vs  cristene  wif-inne  fe  bred. 
And  Jjy  kun  made  hym  dye, 
Jjerfore  al  blodi  fou  hym  se3e." 

"  ffelawe,"  quaf  fe  lew  fon, 
"  Help  fat  I  were  a  Cristene  mon ; 
jBFor  leuere  ichaue  cristned  ben 
J3en  euere  seo  such  a  siht  a3en." 

}5o  was  f e  lew  cristned,  and  ofur  mo, 
ffor  fe  Miracle  fat  fel  fo. — 
)5is  Bred  fat  is  godus  flesch, 
What  feiror  preue  wolde  men  esch 
)3at  vche  part  is  godus  entere  1 
Jjeih  hit  weore  parted  in  freo  quartere. 
And  f  eih  hit  weore  an  hundred  dole, 
Vche  part  is  hLs  bodi  al  hole. 

And  fat  lokc  bi  skile,  lo  here  : 
Bi-hold  f  i-self  in  a  schewere  : 


But,  on  the 
,  ^  ^  Jew  asking 
188     for  proof, 

that  he  might 

believe. 


the  Christian 
explaind 
192     tliat  this  was 
wliv  the  Jew 


196 


200 


204 


208 


212 


As  in  a  mirror 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
j)e  iew  said  :  "  felaw,  greue  f  e  noght 
Al-if  me  here-of  wonder  thoght, 
Bot  tell  me  by  sum  graither  preue 
How  I  might  fe  sertayn  leue."        212 
j)e  cristen  man  said  :  "  fis  es  f  e  skill 
)3at  god  of  heuyn  noght  suffer  will 
}5at  f  i  sinful  eghen  seghe 
j)e  sacrament  fat  es  so  heghe,  216 

He  wald  noght  schew  fe  in  fat  stede 
How  his  body  es  hid  in  brede  : 
pi  kin  him  slogh  ogains  f  e  law. 
ffor-f i  fou  him  al  blody  saw,  220 

And  so  sail  all  fi  kin  him  se 
At  f e  dome  when  fai  sal  dampned  be." 
j)e  iew  said  :  "  felow,  I  prai  f e  fan 

VERNON    MS. 
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)pat  I  war  made  a  cristen  man."      224 
)3an  was  he  cristend  als  I  tell, 
Thurgh  fis  miracle  fat  f us  byfell. 

(Evcmplnm  per  spetniitm. 

Afaire  ensample  may  men  se 
Of  goddes  body,  how  it  may  be 
In  diuers  parcels  parted  here  229 

And  ilkane  be  goddes  body  entere ; 
And  how  fat  of  ane  eucharist, 
J3at  sakcrd  es  fe  cors  of  crist,  232 

A  hundreth  men  may  haue  faire  dale. 
And  ilkone  haue  cristes  body  hale — 
)3at  may  men  by  ensawmple  here. 
Biliald  f  i-self  in  a  schewere :  236 

N 
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you  see  but      Jjou  ne  sest  biit  onliche  bi  faas, 

one  face,  _  ■'  ' 

pe  while  al  hoi  is  ]?e  glaas ; 

And  brek  fe  glas  in  two  or  fre, 

And  so  nioni  formes^  fou  miht  se. —        i  r.  faces        216 

Eeo  fe  makyng  of  fe  oblee 

Wei  and  skilfoliche  me  may  se 

Of  wjuche  we  make  Godus  fflesch, 

}3is  is  pe  saumple  whose  wol  esch.  220 

Hit  is  maad  beo  seuen  skiles 
A^eyn  Jje  seuene  dedly  synnes  : 

A3eyn  Lecherie  hit  is  whit, 
Jpat  was  Blak  and  stynkynge  euere  3  it.  224 

Hit  is  funne  a-^eyn  Glotenye, 
jjat  al  to  muche  wole  swolewye. 

Hit  is  round  and  liht  to  Jjrowe, 

3.  Sloth,         Ajeyn  Sleupe,  fat  make]?  men  slowe.  228 

Of  swete  wliete  mad  hit  is, 

4.  Wrath,        Ajeyn  Wrajjjje,  fat  is  bitternis. 

Hit  is  mad  wif-oute  leueyn  : 

5.  Envy,         A^eyn  Envye  liit  stont  a^eyn,  232 

ffor  Envye  make]?  Men  swelle 
"Whon  he  seof  eny  spede  welle. 

Hit  is  also  wif-onte  Bryn 
Or  eny  opav  Corn  fer-In  :  236 


yet  break  the 
mirror  into  3, 
and  you  see 
3  faces. 


so  it  is  with 
God'a  Body. 


It  prevails 
ajfainst  tlie  7 
Deadly  Sins : 

1.  Lechery, 


2.  Gluttony, 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
)5ou  sese  bot  a  face,  more  ne  les, 
Whils  fe  glas  vnbroken  es. 
Brake  fan  fe  glas  in  two  or  thre : 
And  so  many  faces  sail  fou  se ;       240 
Breke  in  a  hundreth  peces  fe  glace 
And  fou  sail  se  a  hundreth  face. 
And  if  fat  f e  glas  all  hale  ware, 
A  face  f  ou  suld  se  and  nomare. 
So  f  e  sacrament  of  goddes  body 
May  be  departed  in  sere  party, 
And  in  ilk  part  all  hale  es  he, 
All-if  it  neuer  so  litill  be. — 
Also  jit,  fat  f e  sacrament 
Es  ordand  all  by  trew  entent, 
J3at  may  ilk  man  him-seluen  se 
By  fe  making  of  fe  vble.  '  r.sciiies,cf.v.28i. 
By  seuyn  seUes^  it  es  made  euyn, 


244 


248 
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To  stroy  f  e  dedly  sines  seuyn. 
}3e  eukarist  aw  to  be  white, 
fforto  destroy  flesly  delite 
And  alkins  lust  of  lichery, 
}3at  blac  es  euer  and  ful  vgly. 
Thin  aw  it  to  be  al-gate, 
Glotony  forto  abate ; 
ffor  fai  couait  fat  glotons  es 
Of  mete  and  drink  ay  mekelnes. 
Eowiid  it  es  and  light  to  thraw, 
Ogains  slewth,  fat  makes  men  slaw. 
And  it  es  made  with-owten  leuaine, 
Wretli  and  enuy  to  stand  againe ; 
ffor  enuy  bolnes  mans  hert 
When  he  sese  ofer  men  in  quert.   268 
It  es  also  with-owten  bran, 
And,  als  fir  clerkes  declare  it  kau, 


256 


260 


263 
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HitMs  a-^eyii  Couetyse,  'r.^at  f.;^?"''""'" 

}jat  ne  recche])  In  what  wyse 

Eiiy  catel  vndurfonge, 

Beo  hit  Eiht  teo  hit  wronge.  240 

Hit  is  jjerto  clene  and  luyte, 

A3eyn  Pruide,  fat  euer  ^iite  7.  Pride. 

"Wolde  beo  gret  and  hei^  of  wille, 

As  Lucifer,  pat  f urst  felle  244 

ffor  his  Pruide  out  of  heuene. 

Do  we  fis  Bred  a3eyn  J>is  seuene  ! 

Candida,  tritma,  tenuis,  non  magna,  rotunda, 
Expexs  fnanenti,^  non  mixta  sit  hostia  Crista. — 
A    nd  hou  hit  furst  com  and  ede  » r.  fermenti 

l\    Jjat  mou  ete  Angeles  Brede,  248 

Hit  is  liht  so|5  to  telle, 

ffor  vche  cristene  mon  wot  hit  welle. 

be  laste  soper  wib-outen  wene  At  the  Last 

„„.-     Supper, 

AVas  I-mad  atte  Ceene,  2o2 

And  God  bad  J)e  Apostles  do  so  God  said, 

Whon  he  weore  to  heuene  I-go ; 

"  Do  bis  in  be  muynde  of  me  :  "DothUin 

'  '  cfc    remembrance 

I  go  aud  come  to  ow  a-je.'  2oo  or  me." 

Of  ))e  Apostles  )jat  God  sent 
[tok]  holichurche  Jje  sacrament. — • 

Had.  MS.  4196.  HarJ.  MS.  4196. 

)5at  es  ogaines  couatise,  And  when  crist  made  J)is  sacrament  ? 

J3at  rekkes  neuer  on  whatkin  wise  272   Jjat  sal  we  trow  with  trew  entent,  284 
jpat  he  may  reches  vnderfang,  fful  light  it  es  in  faith  to  fele, 

Be  it  right  or  be  it  wrang.  ffor  ilka  cristen  man  wate  Avele 

Also  it  es  litill  and  clene,  How  ])at  crist  sat  at  his  sopere 

Ogains  pride,  pat  euer  es  kene         276   When  pat  his  passiown  neghed  nere, 
And  couaites  to  be  grete  and  fell,  And  till  his  appostels  gan  he  bid    289 

Als  lucifer,  pat  went  to  heU  fforto  do  als  he  pan  did — 

And  fell  for  pride  fia  pe  blis  of  lieuyn.   And  how  he  did,  wele  find  men  may 
]3e  brede  pus  es  ordand  by  seuyn    280   In  pe  passion  on  gude  friday  ;         292 
proper  skils,  forto  reherce  He  said  :  "  on  pis  wise  sail  ^e  do, 

Als  fmiden  es  here  in  pis  vers  :  ffor  I  most  wende  my  fader  vnto ; 

Candida,  triticia,  tenuis,  non  magna,   )pus  sal  ^e  do  in  mynde  of  me 

rotunda,  Als  oft  as  it  done  sal  be."  296 

Ex-pers   framenti,^   non    mixta   sit  j)ns  of  pe  appostels  pat  god  sent 

hostia  cristz. —  *  r.  fermenti  Toke  haly  kirk  pis  sacrament. — 

N    2 
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"  Rucliarist ' 
means  good 
frvace  from 
Christ. 


St.  Paul  saya 
in  the  Epistle 
of  this  day : 

whoever 
takes  it  un- 
worthily, 
takes  his  oivn 
doom. 


St.  Paul  says 
we  condemn 
ourselves. 
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Et  dicitur  Euhan'stia 

Quasi  bona  gracia  : 
}3at  is  to  siggen,  eukarist 

As  goode  grace  com  from  crist.  26Q 

\Vel  may  we  seyen  hit  is  good  grace 
"VVhon  hit  is  wardeyn  in  godus  place  ! 
And  grace  is  bet  ere  fen  nature, 

Whose  jjerto  wol  take  cure.—  264 

I  rede  ])e  nion  be  in  good  entent 
Whose  take]?  ])is  grace  in  sacrement : 

Seint  poul  sei]),  and  siggen  I  may, 
In  J)e  pistel  of  to-day^  :  » i  cor.  n,  29.  268 

"Whose  vnworjjiliche  ^ode 
To  fonge  Godus  fflesch  and  blode, 
jjere  he  fonge]?  his  owne  dome  " — 
Alias,  hit  fallejj  so  to  lome  !  272 

)3erfore  poul  sei])  bi  fat  halue  : 
"he^  demej)  not  God,  he  deme])  him-selue."     » r.  ho? 
In  fulke  Avhose  i-take  be, 

Schal  he  neue^-e  beo  dampned  a-^e ;  276 

3if  we  vre  owne  dom  take, 
What  ofur  dom  schal  God  vs  make  1 
Jjerfore  make  ow  alle  Eedi 
To  take  hit  not  as  fool-hardi. —  280 


Had.  MS.  4196. 

Et  dicitur  sacnimentiwi        Xota 

Quasi  sacre  rei  signum. 

Et  dicitur  eukaristia 

Quasi  bona  gracia. 
}?e  first  tels  with  trew  entent : 
A  haly  signe  es  sacrament.  300 

And  noght  els  menes  fe  eukarist 
Bot  gude  grace,  cumen  of  crist. 
Wele  may  we  se  it  es  gude  grace, 
J5at  keper  es  in  cristes  place  !  304 

And  grace  es  more  worthi  fan  kinde, 
Als  cristen  men  may  haue  in  minde. — 
Men  aw  to  be  in  olene  entent 
J?at  sail  resayne  fis  sacrament,        308 
fEor  saint  paule  sais,  &  se  men  may 
In  fe  pystell  of  fis  day  :^     ^  i  cor.  u,  29. 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
}3at  what  man  so  with  euill  mode 
Eesaiues  goddes  fless  and  his  bhide, 
He  cunis  to  his  confusiowne  313 

And  resayues  his  daiupnacioune. 
Jjarfore  saint  paule,  ane  of  fe  twehie, 
Sais  flat  a  man  here  denies  hiin-selue 
And  of  dampnacion  takes  liis  dome, 
vnclene  to  goddes  burd  and  he  come. 
Man  fat  dose  so,  wha-euer  lie  be, 
Sail  he  neuer-more  denied  be ;         320 
ffor  his  awin  dome  Avha-so  will  take, 
What  ofer  dome  suld  goil  liiui  inakel 
Jjarfore  suld  na  man  reklcsly 
Wend  to  resayue  fat  bliscud  body,  324 
)5at  life  es,  if  fai  wole  it  ta. 
And  ded  to  fain  fat  dose  noght  swa. 
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1  Joli.  6,  48. 
«  Joh.  C,  56-9. 


Jjeih  seint  Poul  vs  frete  J>us,   . 

Vr  lord  hym-self,  swete  Ihfis?^, 

J5is  day  in  Markes^  gospelle 

To  his  disciples  he  gon  telle, 

And  to  \)e  lewes  fat  were  ryue  : 

"  I  am  my-self  Bred  of  lyne.^ 

2"  Mi  fflesch  sojjfast  mete  is, 

And  my  Blod  verrey  drinke,  iwis, 

Whos  etejj  mi  flesch  and  driHkeJ)  my  blode, 

II  wone  wib  hvm  and  he  wib  me.^  '  Here  begins  ms 

J      J  I  Simeon. 

Mi  ffader  me  sent  and  so  I  ^ode,  *  vv.  290  4  291  transp.  in  the  ms 

To  lyue  for  hym  and  he  for  me  : 
Sol  -whose  me  etef,  for  me  schal  libbe. 

Jjis  is  fe  Bred  fat  from  heuene  come,^ 
Xot  lyk  !Manna,  fat  flour  be  sibbe, 

Jjei  fat  hit  ete,  weore  dede  bi  dome. 
And  hose  etef  of  f  is  brede, 

He  schal  line  wif-outen  ende." 
Ihesu,  graunt  vs  so  to  spede 

Wif  1  fulke  bred  to  heuene  wende.     Amen.  300 

Off  fulke  Bred  in  f e  gospelle       »  ms.  t>at ;  sim.  \\i\> 
Seint  Ion  we  here  f us  telle  :  »  Joi«.  6,  m. 


In  the  Oospel 
of  this  day, 
Jesus  says. 


284 


288 


292 

MS.  ffor 


296 


Wlioso  eiiteth 
me,  I  tin-ell 
witli  hiiu. 


and  he  sliall 
live  for 
ever ! " 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 

And  farofe  here  we  saint  mark^  say 
In  fe  godspell  of  fis  day,  ^r. John  (6,56-9). 
Whare  we  may  find  wretin  fus  :     329 
To  his  desciples  said  iliesus 
And  also  to  fe  iewes  in-fere, 
Telland  to  f am  on  fis  manere  :       332 

€aangclium  semiiiium  gTartnm.^ 
hiro  mea  uere  est  cibti.%  1  r.  John  (6, 56-9). 
Sanctis  meus  uere  est  ]x>tiis  : 
"  My  fless,"  he  said,  "  es  brede  of  life 
And  verray  mete  to  man  and  wife, 
And  my  blude  es  drink  verray        335 
To  all  fat  lifes  in  cristen  lay.     [blude, 
Wha  ettes  my  fless  and  drinkes  my 
In  me  he  dwelles  with  mayne  &  mode. 
And  I  in  him  am  ay  dwelland, 
Whils  he  in  stabill  trowth  will  stande. 
And  als  my  fader  lifaud  in  blis      341 


O 
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Has  sent  me,  forto  mend  jowre  mis, 

And,  als  he  lifes  in  lith  and  Lm, 

So  lif  I  for  fe  luf  of  him  :  344 

And  he  fat  ettes  my  body  fre. 

He  saU  ay  hf  thurgh  might  of  me. 

)3is  es  fe  brede  with-oAvten  ende 

]3at  fra  f  e  hegh  of  heuyn  descend  ;  348 

Xoght  like  to  manna  fat  doun  feJl 

vnto  f  e  childer  of  Israel, 

fEor  f >irof  ette  f ai  in  fat  stede 

And  neuer-fe-lese  jit  war  f ai  dede. 

He  fat  fis  brede  ettes  worthily,      353 

He  sail  ay  lif  and  neuer  dy, 

Ga.stly  life  ay  sail  he  haue,     >s55-6  added. 

And  in  heuyn  sail  his  saul  be  saue."  ^ 

Crist  gi-ante  vs  for  his  moder  sake  357 

))at  worthUy  we  may  it  take.  » John  e,  54. 

More  of  fis  mete  we  may  here  tell 

How  fat  saint  lohn  in  his  godspeU^ 
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Thougli  we 
eat  Cfirist'H 
Body  here,"  it 
is  whole  ill 
heaven. 


Let  us  believe 
things  luiiieen 
as  Holy 
Church  does. 


God  sent  the 
Sucramental 
liread  to  save 
us  from  Hell. 


Once  it  was 
Law  for  every 


}5at  3if  we  ne  ete  of  Jjulke  brede 

ISTe  drynke  his  blood,  vr  lyf  Avere  dede.- 

And  jjeih  we  ete  hit  al  fus  here, 

Hit  is  in  heuene  al  entere. 

So  schaltou  leeue,  Cristene  mon, 

}?at  in  no  weere  J)i  leue  beo  on  ! 

fEor  fi  fei]?  tit  no  mede 

Where  fing  of  dej)  takest  hede  ; 

Hit  is  inpossyble  to  serue  crist 

But  pi  be-leeue  beo  good  and  trist. 

And  eje  of  feij)  hit  is  f  ul  kene 

])dX  seojj  a  siht  fat  is  not  sene. 

}3erfore  alle  fing  Jjat  we  [ne]  seojj 

Leeue  we  as  holychirche  dej), 

fEor  fat  I  holde  fe  rihte  fey 

And  to  heuene  fe  nexte  Avey. — 

To  telle  more  I  mot  nede 
Hou  men  ete  Angeles  Brede. 
Of  ffoles  I  horde  herby-fore 
Jjat  wyse  men  toke  of  hem  heore  lore. 
And  so  a  sek  mon  mihte  teche 
A  good  skile  perauenturo  bifore  a  leche. 
)?is  Bred  mihte  ^  neuermore  be  spende 
Til^  God  hym-self  on  eorfe  hit  sende, 
To  saue  mon  fro  pyne  d  helle, 
So  fat  he  kepe  hit  Avelle. 

Sum  tyme  such  lawe  fer  was 
)5at  vche  sonday  after  mas 


1  r.  may 
1  1-.  ffor 


304 


308 


312 


316 


320 


324 


328 
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Sais  :  bot  if  Ave  ett  cristes  brede     361 
And  drink  his  blude,oureliueserded. — 
All-if  it  here  be  parted  in  smale, 
Crist  cors  in  heuyn  it  es  all  hale,    364 
And  euer  Avith-owten  end  sail  last. 
))us  aAv  oure  troAvth  to  be  stedfast — 
ffor  no  man  may  here  serue  crist, 
Bot  if  his  trowth  to  him  be  trist.    368 

Oculus  fidei  acutus  est, 

Quia  inuisihilia  conspicit  : 
J3e  eghe  of  faith  es  scharp  and  kene. 
It  sese  fat  may  noght  here  be  sene. 
Jjarfore  vs  aAV  to  trow  and  wii'k 


372 


376 
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Efter  kening  of  haly  kirk, 
ffor  fat  es  here  f e  fastest  fay, 
And  vnto  heuyn  fe  rediest  Avay. 
More  Avill  I  tell  ^it  in  fis  stede 
How  fat  men  ettes  angel  brede. 
)3is  blisced  brede  may  neuer  be  spend, 
ffor  god  him-self  hider  has  it  send 
ffra  f e  fende  man  saul  to  fend 
And  giflf  f  am  blis  Avith-OAvten  ende. 
In  fe  bigining  Avas  ordand  381 

A  custum  in  ilk  cristen  land 
)3at  men  and  Avemen  more  &  les 
Suld  ilka  Sunday  efter  mess  384 
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Eueri  trewe  wyf  and  Mon 

Schulde  be  hoseled  or  pei  eode  fon.^  ... 

And  fat  for  Jjis  enchesun, 

I  "wol  ow  telle  for  what  resun  : 

On  was,  for  fat  folk  mis-bere 
Hem-selue,  whon  pei  hoseled  were. 

j)e  tofer  was,  for  fe  grete  trauayle 
jjat  holy  chnrche  hedde  be  fat  entayle. 
In  nome  of  fat  for  Godus  drede 
Me  3iuef  nou  fe  holy  Brede. 

)3erfore  fe  pope  onleyned,  fries  in  fe  jere 
Vche  mon  I-hoseled  were ; 
And  bote  he  were  ones  atte  leste, 
J3e  pope  Comaundet  be  his  heste 
jjulke  bodi  fat  so  ne  dede 
Schuld  neuer  be  buried  in  holy  stude. 
Jjerfore  beo  redi,  I  ow  Eede, 
fEorte  fonge  Angeles  Brede, 
And  beo  f  is  Bred  I  wol  30U  telle 
A  luytel  ensauwiple  hou  hit  bi-felle. 


*  vv.  wanting, 
el.  Harl.  387-8. 

333 


336 


340 


344 


348 


one  to  t*ke 
the  Sacra- 
ment every 
Sunday  alter 
Mass. 


Then  the 
Pope  onlerrt 
it  to  be  taken 
S  times  a 
year,  or  at 
least  onc-e. 


^e  maun  sacrrbotis  per  ^ostiam  peiutrala. 

BE-fel  Slim  tyme  In  Engelonde, 
per  was  a  prest,  ich  vudurstonde. 


352 


Harl  MS.  4196. 

Be  howseld  all  with  gude  entent 
And  resaiue  f  is  ilk  sacrament. 
Sef en  was  fat  custum  casten  doun, 
I  saU  30W  tell  by  what  chesoune.    388 
ffor  folk  war  howsild  so  comunly, 
J)ai  toke  f e  les  reward  f arby, 
Ne  f  am-seLf  f  ai  wald  noght  jeme 
Als  to  fe  sacrament  suld  seme.       392 
Anofer  was,  for  men  wex  irk 
With  grete  trauail  in  hali  kirk, 
And  fat  none  wise  f ai  might  forsake 
In  tyme  when  folk  siild  howsil  take. 
)3arfore  fe  pape  on  fis  manere         397 
Ordand  :  fat  tluise  in  f e  jere 
Suld  men  resaiue  fat  blisced  brede 


Harl  MS.  4196. 

Thurgh  cristen  land  in  ilka  stede  ;  400 
And  who  did  noght  anes  at  fe  leste, 
He  sail  be  halden  hot  als  a  beste, 
And  he  sal  noght,  whe[n]  he  es  ded, 


Haue  his  beriel  in  haly  stede. 
jjarfore  pray  we  god  in-wardly 
)3at  we  in  werk  may  be  worthy 
pat  brede  enterely  forto  take. 
Sen  it  ma}'  all  oure  sorows  slake. 
And  by  fis  brede  now  will  I  tell 
Ane  ensaumple  fat  sum  tjone  fell. 


404 


408 


A 


^arracio  be  prcsbittro. 
prest  sum  tyme  in  ingland 
In  a  cete  was  wonand ;  412 
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livd  im- 
purely. 


b.isketful  of 
burning 
Siiciamental 
Wafers, 


and  told  liim 
tliey  were 
those  that  he 
liad  taken 
unwortliily. 


Tlie  Child 
jiiitoneon  tlie 
I'ricst'shaiid, 


and  it  fell 
through  the 
hand. 


J3cat  ladde  not  his  lyf,  as  was  tolde, 

Also  clanliche  as  he  scholde. 

God  wolde  he  scholde  hym  amende, 

And  he  hym  a  strong  vuel  gon  sende,  356 

So,  he  wende  almost  to  dye. 

And  on  a  day  fis  siht  he  se^e  : 

A  child  bofe  he  seih  and  herde, 

And^  asked  hym  hou  he  ferde ;  i  H.j>at  360 

In  his  hond  bret-ful  he  beere 

Of  bernynge  Obeleis  a  paniere. 

J3e  prest  asked  :  "  what  is  fat, 
And  Jjou  fat  askest  of  my  stat  ? "  364 

He  seide  :  * '  Ich  am  Godes  Messagere, 
And  Jjeos  Obeleis  pat  ben  here, 
)3us  monye  vnworfjily  jjou  fong, 

"VVhon  fat  f ou  fi  Masse  song  ;  368 

And  ^if  fat  fou  nult  I-leue  me, 
Scheuh  forf  fyn  hond,  and  fou  schalt  se." 

)5e  prest  heold  forf  his  hond  anun. 
And  fe  child  tok  vp  on  372 

Of  fe  obeleys  fat  were  so  rede, 
And  pult  hit  in  f  e  prestes  hond  amidde. 
Hit  fel  f  orwh  f  e  prestes  hond  on, 
And  fe  child  a-wey  gan  gon.  376 

)5e  prest  let  men  come  hym  to 
And  tolde  hem  whi  he  ferde  so  : 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
He  had  noght  led,  als  sum  men  tolde, 
His  life  als  clenly  als  he  solde  : 
A  grete  euil  god  to  him  send, 
ffor  fat  he  suld  his  mis  amend.       416 
And  als  he  lay  opon  a  night, 
God  of  heuyn  him  schewed  f is  sight : 
A  child  him  thoght  he  saw  and  herd, 
)5at  asked  him  how  fat  he  ferd  ;     420 
A  panier  iu  his  hand  he  broght 
fful  of  breuand  oblis,  als  him  thoght. 
Jje  prest  fan  asked  :  "  wha  ertowl  423 
And  what  es  fat  f on  bringes  now  1 " 
Ho  said  :  "  I  am  goddes  messangere, 
And  lo,  oblis  I  bring  f  e  here ; 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
j?iis  many  vnworthi  has  f ou  tane 
At  fi  mes  bi  fe  allane.  428 

And  if  foil  will  noght  leue  me, 
Scliew  furth  fi  hand  and  fou  sal  se." 
j)e  prest  put  furth  his  hand  onone, 
And  fe  childe  has  ane  vble  tone     432 
Of  fam  fat  semid  so  brinand. 
And  put  it  in  f  e  prestes  hand. 
When  it  was  laid  in  a  moment, 
A  hole  thurgh-out  fe  hand  it  brent. 
pe  childe  fan  went  oway  in  liy,      437 
And  f  e  prest  bigan  to  cry. 
Of cr  men  fan  come  him  to 
And  asked  whi  fat  he  fore  so.         440 
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"  Lo,"  qua))  he,  "  hou  I  am  diht ! 
"Who  sauh  eu<>re  such  a  siht  ?  " 
)3at  Jjorw  his  hond  me  mihte  se 
As  brod  as  was  fat  obele. 
And  he  not  I-niaymed  nas, 
And  aftunvard  song  nioiiy  a  !Mas, 
And  an  hole  forwh  liis  hond — 
Jpus  fat  soJ>e  men  hit  fond. 
After  for  a  fousend  pound  of  gokle 
]5e  prest  no  more  synne  wolde, 
But  serued  god  -wij)  gret  drede, 
And  afturward  to  heuene  3ede. — 
I  holde  J)e  ^lon  more  pen  mad 
J?at  take]?  fis  bred  and  nis  not  drad 
Of  J)e  wreche  Jjat  mihte  bi-falle. 
So  worfi  bred  hit  is  wijj-alle 
}3at  for  J)e  miht  of  fulke  word 
)3at  god  seide  at  his  owne  bord, 
Jje  same  miht  fat  word  haf  here, 
To  torne  fe  bred  in  ofur  manere, 


380 


Tou  could  see 
tlie  hole  right 
through ! 


384    After  this. 


the  Priest 
wouldn't  sin 
388    for  £1000, 


392 


396    Gtod's  word 
can  tuni  the 
Bread  into 
Flesh,  and 


420 


Camhr.  MS.,  fol.  37. 
"lo,"  qwod  he,  "how  I  am  diht ! 
who  saw  euere  swich  a  siht  1 " 
)porw  his  hond  men  myhte  se 
als  brod  as  was  fat  vble. 
and  he  not  maymed  Avas, 
&  afterward  song  many  a  mas, 
And  f  e  hole  al-wey  f  orw  his  hond — 
J3us  frtt  sofe  men  it  fond.  424 

&  after  for  a  f  ousand  pouwd  of  gold 
}pe  prest  no  mor  synne  wold, 
But  seruid  god  wif  greet  drede, 
&  afterward  to  heuene  ^ede. — 
I  hold  frtt  man  mor  fan  mad 
])at  takif  fis  bred  &  is  not  drad 
of  f e  wreche  fat  myhte  befalle. 
so  wurthi  bred  it  is  wif-alle 
)3at  for  f e  myht  of  fat  word 
\)ai  god  seyde  at  his  bord, 
J)e  same  myht  fat  word  haf  her^, 
to  turns  f  e  bred  in  to  other  manere,  436 


428 


432 
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"Lo,"  he  said,  "how  I  am  dight ! 
Wha  saw  euer  swilk  a  sight  1 " 
A  hole  in  his  hand  might  men  se 
Als  brade  als  was  f  e  vble.  444 

])Q  prest  fan  wele  amendid  es. 
And  efterward  sang  many  mes. 
And  fe  hole  euer  in  his  hand,         447 
)?at  men  f  e  suth  might  vnderstand. 


He  serued  god  in  word  and  dede. 
And  sef  in  his  sawl  to  heuyn  ^ede. — ■ 
I  hald,  fe  man  es  more  fan  mad     451 
J)at  ettes  fis  brede  and  es  noght  rad 
fEor  vengance  of  god  and  for  wrake, 
If  he  vnworthily  it  take  ! — 
Wroght  it  was  thurgh  goddes  worde 
Jjat  he  said  at  his  awin  burde.         456 
)3e  same  might  has  ilka  prest : 
To  turn  f  e  brede  till  f  e  cors  of  crist. 
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The  Apostles 
only  sail!  at 
the  Sacra- 
ment what 
Christ  taught 
'em. 


A:i 


the  Wine  mto   And  to  toriie  be  wvn  in  blode. 
Blood.  r       J  » 

Jje  same  ftat  was  sched  on  Rode. 

}pe  wordus  pe;'auenture  I  coude  telle, 

Ac  I  am  not  wor])i  and  ferfore  I  nelle. 

o])ur  makyng  of  f)e  Mas 

dar  wel  telle  hou  hit  was. 

)?e  Apostles  seide  no  more 

But  what  f>ei  herde  of  cristes  lore — 

No  more  to  pe  masse  nolde  fei  do, 

And  fe  paternoster  to, 

vppe  fe  bred  and  vppe  fie  wyn — 

And  so  hem  |)hou3t  hit  good  and  fyn. 

Non  ofur  vestimens  vsud  fay 

But  as  fiei  wereden  vche  day  ; 


400 


404 


408 


412 


Camhr.  MS. 
&  to  turne  fe  wyn  in  to  blod, 
pe  same  \)at  was  schad  on  ])e  rod. 
J?e  wordis  pe;'auenture  I  coude  the  telle, 
but  I  am  not  wor|5i  &  ]:er-for  I  nelle. 


al  ojjer  making  to  J)e  mas  441 

I  dar  wel  tellin  how  it  was. 

J5e  apostelis  seyde  no  more 

but  what  )3ei  her<le  of  cristis  lore — 

no  mor  to  fie  masse  wold  fei  do,     445 

and  fe  pater  noster  Jjer-to, 


vpon  Jie  bred  and  fie  wyn — 

&  so  hem  pouhte  it  good  &  fyn.     448 

non  othere  vestemens  vsid  jjui 

but  as  fiei  werid  eueri  day ; 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
And  forto  turn  wine  in  to  blude, 
}?e  same  fat  was  sched  on  fe  rode.  460 
Crist  blisced  fe  bvede,  als  sais  ]>&  boke, 
And  till  his  appostels  he  it  toke. 
And  said  to  fam  on  fis  manere  : 
")3is  es  my  fiess  I  gif  30W  here."    464 
And  efter  he  toke  fe  chalis, 
And  on  Jje  same  wise  gan  it  blis, 
And  said  to  fain  with  mild  mode  : 
"  Drinkes  of  f is,  it  es  my  blude.     468 
And  als  oft-tymes  als  ^e  it  take, 
Mynde  of  me  luke  fat  30  make  !  " 
)3us  ordand  crist  f  is  sacrament. 
And  when  he  vnto  heuyu  was  went, 
)?ai  did  messes  als  he  cumand,        473 
Als  fai  went  in  ilka  land. 
And  when  peter  was  pape  of  rome, 
Clief  cownsailoure  of  cristendome,  476 
'Ne  al  fe  ofer,  whare  fai  lend, 
Said  namore  fan  crist  had  kend ; 
Ne  did  f arto  none  ofer  thing, 
When  fai  suld  f aire  messes  sing,    480 
Bot  f e  pater  noster  gan  fai  say, 
Als  crist  had  cumand  faim  to  pray. 
)?ai  had  noght  els  bot  brede  and  wine, 
And  goddes  wordes  gude  and  fyne. 
Vostinientes  none  had  fai  485 

Bot  als  fai  werid  ilka  day, 
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And  in  vessels  of  treo — 

Non  ojjur  chalys  hedden  Leo. 

T^enne  fe  pope  vrban, 

y  ]3at  was  a  ful  holy  man, 

Ordeynde  fat  fe  Chalys  scholde 

Ben  of  seluer  or  of  golde, 

Wi])  a  patin,  to  hule  ouer  al, 

Maked  of  pe  same  Metal. 

T^E  pope  Celestyne,  ordeyned  he, 

J      A  psalme  Men  clepej)  ludica  me 

J3at  vche  prest  J>at  is  and  was 

Schulde  siggen  hit  er  he  code  to  ]Mas. 

y*E  Xyne  kyries  J?at  ben  in  Boke 

J     jpe  pope  Siluestre  of  gru  hem  toke. 

l^er-aftur  come))  Gloria  in  excelsis  : 

J      Jje  Angeles  of  heuene  furst  soiig  Jjis  ; 

Of^  seint  hillari  fat  was  *  r.And?  orj»n 

Erche-bisschop  of  peytas, 
He  made  from  laudanm-s  te 
)je  remenaunt  fen  synge  we. 


The  Apostles 
bad  only 


416 


420 


424 


428 


432 


PopeUrtMui 


orderd  the 
Chalice  to  be 
or  silver  or 
gold,  with  a 
patine. 


Celestinc 
ordenl  the 
P»aJm 
"Judge  me.' 


Silvester  the 
9"OLoniV' 


St.  HiUrr 
in.ide  LoH- 
damuf  te,  Su. 


Cambr.  MS. 
and  in  vesselis  of  tre — 
Xon  ofer  chaleys  had  he.  452 

Than  fe  pope  vrban, 
)3at  was  a  ful  holi  man, 
ordeynid  fat  fe  chaleys  scholde 
ben  of  siluer  or  of  golde,  456 

vnp  a  paten e,  to  helin  oueral,  _^ 

made  of  fe  same  metal. 
}3e  pope  Celestyn,  ordeynid  he, 
a  psalme  men  clepe  ludica  me         460 
)iat  eueri  prest  fat  is  &  was 
schuld  it  seye  or  he  3ede  to  mas. 
)?e  .ix.  kiries  fat  ben  in  boke  463 

])Q  pope  sUuester  of  gi-ew  hem  toke. 
Jjer-after  comif  Glo>"ia  in  excelsis, 
\)at  fe  auTigelis  of  heuene  first  son[g], 

I- wis ; 
Of  seint  hillari  fat  was 
Erchebischop  of  poytas,  468 

he  made  fro  laudami^-'?  te 
J5e  remenaunt  fan  singe  we. 
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And  vessels  fat  of  tre  war  made — 

None  ofer  chalises  fan  f ai  hade.     488 

J3an  efterward  f e  pape  vrban, 

]3at  was  halden  a  haly  man, 

Ordaind  fat  fe  chaHs  sulde 

Be  made  of  siluer  ofer  els  of  guide, 

With  a  patene,  to  hill  ouer  all,       493 

Ordand  of  f  e  same  metalL 

J3e  pape  celestiene  alswa 

Ordand  a  salme  hat  ludica  496 

J3at  Uk  prest  fat  ordand  es 

Sal  say  bifor  he  go  to  ma«?. 

J3e  pape  siluester  toke  out  of  grew 

J3e  nien  kyries,  als  clerkes  knew  ;   500 

J3e  angell  sang  he  did  f  ar-to 

Gloria  in  excelsis  deo. 


Saint  hUlary  fan,  ak  men  hers, 
Erchebisschop  was  of  paters. 
All  f  e  remnand  ordand  he 
Jjat  we  sing  fra  laudamus  te. 


504 
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Tell(>i)liorus 
and  Cynaous 
ordf  I'd  the 
Gloria  ; 


Grpgory,  tlie 
Ort'fi-toiy  ; 


Aiiastasius 
tlie  stuiidii 
up; 


Stephen  and 
Clement,  the 
Vestment-s. 


Sylvester 
ordei'd  the 
Coi-poras ; 
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"KEiine  fe  pope  Tollophornus, 

-■      And  Jjat  ojjur  pope  Cynacus, 

Ei-twene  liem  bojie  ordeyned  was 

To  synge  pe  Gloria  to  Jie  Mas^  ,  .   .   .   i  t  w.  wanting. 

He  hit  Confermede,  pope  Gregori, 
And  made  ferto  jse  Offertori. 
T^Enne  fe  pope  Anastasiiis 
J      Comauwdet  in  lawe  rilit  J)us  : 
)5at  no  mon  schulde  sitte,  he  beede, 
Whil  fe  gospel  were  to  Eede. 

Constantinus  J)e  pope  (!)  made  J)e  crede, 
ffoi'te  siggen  hit  he  bede. 
Pope  Steuene  and  pope  Clemens 
Oi'd(?yned  ])e  holy  vestiniens. 
Pope  Ciluester  ordeyned  jje  Corporas, 
In  tokne  Jiat  god  us  bodi  was 
In  clene  lynnen  cloj?  I-wounde 
J3at  tyme  J?at  losep  hit  founde 


436 


440 


444 


448 
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Jjan  J)e  pope  Tellophorus, 
&  J>at  o]5er  pope  Cinacus,  472 

Be-twix  hem  bo]?  ordeynid  was 
to  singen  gloria  at  J)e  mas. 
pope  alisauridere  ordeynid  wel 
to  redin  Epistil  and  gospel.  476 

Be  lerom  &  ambrose  ordeynid  was 
to  make  fe  grayel  to  J3e  mas. 
al  Jiis  co?/fermyd  pope  Gregori, 
&  ])er-io  made  pe  offertori.  480 

)?anne  ])e  pope  anastasius 
comau«did  in  lawe  riht  fus  : 
J3at  no  man  schvild  sitte,  he  bed, 
whil  fe  Gospel  were  red.  484 

Constantin«A*  made  Jie  Crede, 
to  singe  it  he  ^af  )?e  rede, 
pope  steuene  &  pope  Clemens 
ordeynid  holi  vestymens.  488 

pope  siluester  ordeynid  Jje  corporas, 
in  tokne  fat  goddis  bodi  was 
In  clene  sendel  I-wouttde 
whan  loseph  leyde  it  in  tou??ibe     492 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
)3an  by  fe  pape  it  ordand  es 
To  sing  ])at  Gloria  at  ]>q  mes ;  508 

It  corafermed  pape  tellophorus, 
And  sefiin  so  did  pape  cinacus. 
Pape  alisander  ordand  rath 
]3e  pistell  aud  pe  godspell  bath.       512 
By  ierom  and  ambrose  ordaind  es 
To  sing  fe  graell  at  Jje  mes. 
It  confermed  pape  gregori, 
And  made  ])arto  fe  offertory.  616 

))an  Jje  pape  anastacius, 
In  his  tyme  he  ordand  jjus  : 
)5at  men  suld  stand,  was  his  biding, 
Whils  })e  godspell  was  in  reding.    520 
\)Q  twelue  appastels  made  |)e  crede  : 
To  sing  it  damacius  ])e  pape  bede. 
Pape  steuen  and  pape  clement, 
)?ai  ordand  ]>&  vestiment.    i  ms.  was  lapped 
Pape  siluester  ordand  J)e  corporas. 
In  tokining  pat  goddes  body  was 
In  clene  clathes  lapped^  and  laid 
When  it  in  pe  graue  was  gtaid.       528 
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452 


456 


460 


In  his  owne  tonmbe  of  ston 
And  leyJe  a-noJ»iir  gret  vppon. 
T<*Enne  J)e  Pope  Leouns 
-■      Made  alle  fe  Prefaciuns. 

Alisaundre  fe  Pope  ordeyude  ])is  : 
To  do  watur  and  wyn  In  Jje  Chalis, 
In  tokne  J)at  bojie  com  Avatur  and  blode 
Of  Godus  syde  on  ]?e  Eoode  ; 
)3e  blood  bi-toknej)  fat  he  vs  bouht, 
]iQ,  watur  bi-tokne|>  vre  ffulloulit. 

Sixtus  fe  Pope  ordeynde  vs 
jjryjes  to  synge  Sanctns. 
J3e  Pope^  made  J)e  Canoun  fer,  i  Hari.  leiasios 

And  God  made  J)e  Pater  noster. 
[A]nd  hou  and  what-maner  bi-felle 
Jjat  God  made  Jje  paternoster,  I  wol  telle. 
His  A[)ostles  seide  hym  on  a  day : 
"Teche  vs,  lord,  how  we  schul  pray."  468 

And  seint  lon^  haj)  tauht  vs  J)is —  » r.  Luc  (u,8). 

J3at  is  on  of  his  disciples — 


Leo  ordcnl 
the  Prefaces; 


Alexander, 
the  Water 
and  Wine  in 
the  Chalice: 


Sixtus,  the 

Stiuctiu 

thrice: 


464     and  God,  the 
PaUrXoiUr. 


Cambr.  MS. 
in  his  owne  graue  of  ston 
&  leyde  anofe?'  gret  ston  jjer-on. 
Jjanne  )je  pope  leouws 
made  Jje  prefaciou?ts.  496 

alisauwdere  }je  pope  ordeynid  J)is  : 
to  don  watir  &  wyn  in  )>e  chalis, 
in  tokne  J)at  })er  com  boj)  watir  &  blod 
of  cristis  side  fiat  heng  on  rod ;       500 
in  blod  is  toknid  fat  he  bouhte  vs, 
in  watir  \at  cristenid  be  houij)  vs. 
}3an  ordejTiid  fe  pope  sixtus 
thryes  for  to  singe  sanctus  ;  504 

&  fan  he  made  fe  canoun  fer, 
and  god  made  f  e  pater  noster. 
And  how  &  in  what  maner  befelle 
Jjat  god  made  fe  pater  nosfer,  I  wile 
teUe.  508 

)3e  aposteHs  seyde  to  crist  on  a  day : 
"  teche  vs,  lord,  how  we  schul  pray." 
&  seynt  iofin  haf  tauht  vs  fis — 
)3at  is  one  of  his  disciplis —  512 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 


J3an  fe  papa  Leones 

Ordand  fe  preface  at  fe  mes. 

Pape  alisander  ordand  sine 

To  do  in  chalis  water  and  wine,      532 

In  takin  fat  both  water  and  blude 

Come  fra  crist  side  on  f  e  ro<le ; 

Jje  blude  es  tokin  fat  he  vs  boght, 


J5e  water  wassches  all  euill  thoglit. 
J3an  ordand  fe  pape  Si[x]tus, 
Thrise  fat  men  suld  say  sanctus. 
lelasius  made  f  e  canon  right, 
And  cn'st  fe  pater  noster  diglit. 
And  how  fat  praier  ordand  was, 
Jjat  sail  I  tell  30W  or  I  pas. 


536 


540 


His  desciples  said  on  a  day :  543 

"  Lord,  tell  till  vs  what  we  sal  pray." 
And  saint  lon^  sais  he  bad  fam  bid 
J3e  pater  noster,  and  it  vndid,       » r.  luc 
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Jesus  taught 
His  disciples 
the  Pater- 
Noster: 


"Our  Fatlier, 
that  art  in 
Heaven,  &c." 


In  it  the  7 
Gifts  of  tlie 
Holy  Ghost 
iire  touch  t ; 
a  to  God,  i  to 
you. 


jjat  Ihesus  tauhte  hem  fis  preyer 

And  bad  liem  seyen  })e  Pater  noster.  472 

And  fas  niuchel  to  seyen  liit  is  : 
"  Vr  ffadur  ))at  in  heuene  is, 
Halewed  mot  jsy  nome  beo. 

And  to  \i\  kyngdam  fat  we  teo.  476 

])i  wills  in  heuene  and  eorfe  beo  do. 
Vre  vche-dayes  bred  send  vs  to. 
And  vre  dettes  for-3iue  vs, 

As  we  for-3iue  vre  dettours.  480 

And  lede  vs  in  no  fondynge, 
But  saue  us  ivom  vche  vnel  finge.     Amen." 

Off  f e  holigost  J)e  seuen  jiftis 
In  fe  pater  noster  I-tonched  is  ;  484 

Of  whuche  to  God  fer  touched  fre. 
And  foure  in  on  to  fe. 
jjis  preyere,  feih  hit  beo  schorte, 

But  hit  beo  seid  wi})  a  clene  herte,  488 

Hit  is  a-^ein  fulke  man 
J3at  in  his  herte  wrafjje  hap  tan. 


Gamhr.  MS. 
Jjat  ihe-s'u  tauht  hem  ))is  preyere 
&  bad  hem  seyn  })e  pater  noster. 
and  J)us  moche  to  seyn  it  is  : 
"  Oure  fader  pat  in  heuene  is,  516 

halewid  mote  pin  name  be. 
to  pi  kingdom  mote  come  we. 
\)'\  wil  in  heuene  &  in  erthe  be  do. 
oure  ech-days  bred  send  vs  per-to.  520 
and  oure  dettis  for3eue  pou  vs, 
as  we  for-3euen  oure  detouris. 
&  lede  vs  in  to  no  fonding, 
but  saue  vs  fro  euil  ping,    amen."  524 
Of  pe  holi  gost  pe  .vij.  ^iftis 
in  pe  pater  noster  touchid  is  ; 
of  whiche  to  god  per  touchin  thre, 
&  foure  in  one  to  the  and  me.         528 
))is  preyere,  pow  it  be  schort, 
but  it  be  seyd  in  clene  hert, 
It  is  a-jen  pat  ilke  man 
])ai  in  to  his  herte  wrappe  hap  tan.  532 
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How  pat  it  es  ordand  euyn 
fforte  destroy  pe  sines  seuyn. 
ffor  seuyn  askins  er  par-in, 
And  ilkone  may  for-do  a  syn 
If  it  be  said  in  gude  degre 
And  clene  life  als  it  aw  to  be  ; 
Els  prayes  a  man  him-self  ogayne, 
And  all  his  trauail  es  in  value. 


548 


552 
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y%Enne  fe  pope  Innocent, 

J     Pax  domini  he  ordeynt, 

)3at  vche  mon  schulde  cusse  ojjur 

And  holden  him  for  suster  and  bro))ar ; 

In  tokne  fat  god  made  pes  wi])  man, 

Jjerfore  fat  pes  is  3iuen  fan. 

y*E  laste  word  of  fis  hei3e  fest 

J     Is  I-seid  Ite  ^Missa  est, 

j)is  is  to  seye  "  hit  is  i-sent 

To  heuene  for  vs,  fis  sacrament "  ; 

Bi-fore  fe  holy  Trinite 

Jje  furste  part  of  fe  f re, 

}3at  ofur  for  hem  fat  folef  ^  def, 

J3e  fridde  for  hem  fat  alyue  bef. — 

Hit  is  ri3t  fat  furst  inempned  be 
Vr  ladi  in  f  e  Canone  : 
fEor  God  of  hire  fat  flesch  toke 
J)at  neuer  cristen  mon  forsoke ; 
Jjat  flesch  he  haf  take  f  e  to  fede, 
J3at  is  i-cleped  Aungel  Brede. 


))olea 


492 


496 


500 


504 


508 


Pope  Inno- 
cent orderd 
"  The  Peace 
of  God." 


The  last  word 
oftheMussis, 


Camhr.  MS. 
Jjer-for  f  e  good  pope  Innocent 
Pax  domini  haf  ordeynt, 
J3at  eueri  man  schuld  kisse  ofer      535 
&  holden  hem  for  suster  &  brotlier ; 
in  tokne  fat  god  mad  pes  wif  man, 
j3e?'-for  fat  pes  is  30uen  fan. 
J3e  laste  word  of  f  is  heye  feste 
is  clepid  Ite  missa  est,  540 

Jjat  is  to  sey  "  it  is  I-sent 
to  heuene  for  vs,  f e  sacrament "  ; 
be-for  fe  holy  trenyte 
]3e  lirst  part  of  f  e  thre,  544 

\)at  ofer  for  hem  fat  suffrid  deth, 
)3e  thridde  for  hem  fat  alyue  teth. — 
It  is  riht  fat  first  nemenid  be 
oure  ladi  in  fe  Canone  :  548 

ffor  god  of  hire  flesch  tok 
J3at  neuere  cristen  man  forsok  ; 
])ai  flesch  he  haf  take  the  to  fede, 
J3at  is  clepid  auwgelis  brede.  552 


Had.  MS.  4196. 
Pape  Innocent  fan  next  folowand, 
Pax  domini  fan  he  ordand,  556 

fi'or  fat  ilk  man  suld  kis  ofer 
And  hald  fam  hertly  als  faire  brofer. 
In  takining  fat  god  ordand  pese 
Bytwix  him  and  man,  neuer  to  sese. 
)je  last  word  fan  of  fe  fest  561 

Es  said  f  us  :  Ite  missa  est, 
)3at  es  to  say  "  now  es  it  sent 
To  heuyn  for  vs,  f  is  sacrament."     564 


^bbnr  if  canoiiE  nxisse. 

IN  fe  canon  aw  neuyned  to  be 
ffirst  niari,  cristes  moder  fre  : 
ffor  [of]  hir,  maiden  milde  of  mode, 
Toke  he  fat  blisced  fless  and  blude, 
Jjat  same  fless  fat  sufferd  dede        569 
And  fat  es  named  ay-lastand  brede. 
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for  they  were 
Miirtyrs  and 
witnesses  of 
this  Bread : 


Pfter,  An- 
drew, Philip, 


Paul,  James, 
Jlatthew, 
Itiirtholo- 
niew, 


James  II, 
Simon, 
Tliaddeus : 
all  died  for 
Christ. 


I^E  twelue  Apostles  I-nempued  be]), 
y   ffor  heove  prechynge  J)ei  folede  tlejj —  512 

Qxiia  Apo&ioli  dicantiiv  missi,  ^  Martires  testes 
aposiolorum.  : 
As  |)ing  i-sent*  ben  Jie  Apostles, 
And  Martires  ben  fe  Apostles  •witnes ; 
And  alle  J)e  Martires  fiat  weore  dede 
ffor  pei  weore  witnesse  of  fis  Brede, 
)pat  God  di^ede  for  loue  of  vs. 
And  fei  for  loue  of  Iliesus. 

Petur  and  Andrew,  Pliilij),  ])eos  ]jreo 
weore  don  vppon  Jje  Eode-tieo. 
Poul,  lames,  and  Mathew 
Were  be-heuedet,  and  Bartholomew 
Was  huld  al  naked  quike 
ffor  his  Avitnesse  of  |jis  onlike. 

And  fat  o|)ur  lamus, 
Symon,  and  Taddeus, 
Heore  senewes  for  cristen  lawe 
Out  of  heore  bodi  were  i-drawe.  528 


516 


520 


524 


Camhr.  MS. 
J5e  .xij.  apostelis  nemenid  beth, 
for  hire  preching  fei  suffrid  deth — 
Quia  a2'>ostoK  dicunfav  missi,  Sf 
martires  testes  apostolorwn  : 
As  ])ing  \)at  is  sent  ben  ]je  apostelis, 
and  niarteris  ben  to  hem  witnes  ;    556 
&  alle  marteris  Jjat  were  dede 
for  |5ei  were  witnes  of  ))is  brede, 
)5at  god  deyde  for  loue  of  vs, 
&  jjei  for  pe  loue  of  crist  ihe6^us.     560 


petir,  andrew,  philip,  these  .iij. 

were  don  vp-on  pe  rode-tre. 

poule,  lamys,  and  mathew 

were  heuedid,  &  bartilmew  564 

was  belt  a  I  iiakid  quyk 

for  his  witnes  of  pis  vnlik. 

and  pat  opev  lesse  lamys, 

and  symon  also,  &  thadeus,  568 

hire  senewis  for  cristen  lawe 

out  of  hire  bodi  were  drawe. 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
\)o  twelue  appostels  pan  neuind  err, 
fibr  Jiai  p7*echid  both  nere  and  ferr  572 
pe  trowth  als  he  had  preched  playne, 
And  for  his  sake  sejjin  war  ]jai  slaine. 
)pe  apostelis  of  crist  war  sent, 
And  martires,  when  psii  war  went,  576 
Witnest  jjairo  werkes  fer  and  nere ; 
jjarfore  all  done  to  ded  |)ai  were. 
Ihesus  died  for  luf  of  vs, 
And  jjai  died  for  luf  of  ilie.*?/*-,        580 
With  mekill  dole  and  diners  ded, 
ffor  fai  bare  witnes  of  jjis  brede. 
Peter,  Andrew,  and  philip,  find  we. 
War  hanged  on  pe  cros  all  thre  ;     584 
Paul,  more  lames,  and  Mathew 
War  heuidded,  and  also  bertilmew, 
Jpat  here  was  a  ful  haly  man, 
He  was  flain  quik  and  heuidded  ])an ; 
Simon,  and  ludas  thadeus,  589 

And  les  lames,  ))ai  died  jjus, 
Als  it  es  with  clerk es  knawen : 
Jpaire  sins  war  fra  Jjaire  body  drawen. 


XXX.     O/i  tJie  Feast  of  Cm-pus  CJiHsti 

And  seint  Ion  pe  Ewangelist, 
)3at  was  sib  to  Ih&ju  crist, 
He  dronk  venym,  to  make  preue 
j)at  we  lian  of  ]:e  rihte  be-k-eue.  532 

And  seint  Thomas  Didimus, 
He  was  J)orwli-stiked  Eiht  )?us. 

jjer-aftnr  couiej)  \)e  xij  Martiris 
)jat  in  pe  Cauoun  Rikned  is  ;  536 

Of  whucbe  su*/ime  Popes  were, 
Siwune  Bisschops  J>at  Mitre  beere, 

Summe  Dekenes  pat  weore  half  prest, 
Suj/ime  lewede  fat  leeuede  on  crist —  540 

ffor  alle  Ordres  and  alle  degres 
To  J)is  sacrement  berej)  witnes. 

Leouns,  Clemens,  and  Cletus, 
Sixtus,  and  Cornelius,  544 

Jjeose  weore  Popus,  fat  polede  dej> 
ffor  fulke  Bred  pat  we  nou  seof. 

Ciprian  was  Bisschop  of  Cartiginus. 
Stephene,  Laurence,  Vincent  weore  Deken?f.?.  548 
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Miirtvrs  for 
tl.is  feiead 
were  also 
St.  John  the 
Evangelist, 


the  12  Canon- 
ical Martyrs, 


Popes  Leo, 
Sixtas,  &c. 


Camhr.  MS. 
and  seynt  loBn  Euangelist, 
J3at  was  cosyn  to  ih&>'U  crist. 


593 


572 


he  drank  venym,  to  make  preue 

Jjat  we  han  trujje  and  riht  beleue. 

and  seynt  thouias  didimus, 

he  was  Jjorw-stekid  riht  J»us.  576 

Jjer-after  comip  .xij.  marteris, 

J3at  company  in  pe  canouw  reknid  is ; 

Of  wliiche  suwme  popis  were,         579 

summe  bischopis  \at  myter  did  here, 

su»mie  deknes  \>a\.  were  half  prest, 

su9rtme  lewid  men  \ai  leuid  on  crist — 

ffor  alle  ordres  &  alle  degres 

to  J)is  sacrament  h^te  witnes.  584 

Leouns,  Clemens,  &  CletMS, 

Sixtus,  and  Cornelius, 

these  were  popis,  pat  sufPrid  deth 

ft)r  pat  bred  pat  je  a-days  seeth.     588 

Ciprian  was  bischop  of  Cartagin?/^. 

Steuene,laurens,  &  vincent  were  dekins. 

VERNON   MS. 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
And  saint  Ion  pe  euangelist, 
J3at  cosin  was  to  ihe^ni  crist. 
In  a  tonn  fid  lang  he  dweld 
And  brinand  ole  pai  on  him  held  ;  596 
Venim  he  drank  and  dered  him  noght, 
And  se  pin  he  died  when  god  gude  thoght. 
Saint  thomas  pat  es  named  of  ynde. 
He  was  thui^h-stiked,  als  folk  may 
J3an  in  pe  canon  neuind  es  [finde. 

Twelue  pat  war  trew  martires 
And  died  all  with  sorowis  sere,  603 
And  sura  papes  and  sum  bisschops 
Sum  dekines  pat  suld  be  prest,  [were. 
And  sum  lawd  men  pat  lifed  on  crist ; 
And  all  pir  marters  more  and  les 
Of  pis  Uk  brede  pai  bare  witnes. 
Saint  leo,  clemens,  and  cletus, 
Sixtus,  and  Cornelius, 
Al  pir  war  papes,  and  sufferd  ded 
ffor  pai  bare  witnes  of  pis  brede ; 
Ciprian  was  bisschop  of  caitaginus 
Dekens  war  steuen  and  laurencius, 
o 


608 


612 
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Cecilia, 
Agues  and 
Agare  died 
for  tiiis 
Uread. 


Tlie  Sacra- 
ment, 


if  worthily 
taken,  will 
keep  you  from 
your  death  to 
your  resur- 
rection. 


when  you  go 
to  the  great 
Banquet 


where  the 
sight  of  the 
Trinity  is 
your  food. 
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Grisogon,  Ion  and  Paulus, 
)3ei  weore  in  heore  lyue  knihtus ; 

Cosma  and  Dainianus, 
)5ei  weore  leches,  I-writen  is  |)us. 

Cecili,  and  Agnes,  and  Agace 
Diede  for  J)is  bred  of  grace. 
)5erfore  is  riht  heore  nomes  to  be 
Nempned  in  ))e  Canone  : 
fEor  alle  feos  dijede  In  good  entent 
ffor  to  Meyntyine  pe  sacrament. — 
"KE  sacrament  mot  fe  soule  fede 
y  })at  is  i-hote  Angeles  Brede. 
3if  J)ou  wor))iliche  hit  fonge, 
Hit  schal  kepe  Jje  Jjus  longe, 
ffrom  Jjulke  day  fat  Jjou  ded  be 
Til  \i  bodi  rise  a-^e ; 
And  penne  bo|)e  bodi  and  soule  i-fere 
Schal  wende  to  Jie  graunt  Mangere 
Where  neuer-more  tit  no  nede 
To  non  eorfliche  Brede, 
But  ]?e  siht  of  )je  Trinite 


552 


556 


560 


564 


568 


Gamhr.  MS. 
Grisogon,  lolin  and  paules, 
\)ei  were  on  lyue  knyhtis ;  592 

Cosmas  and  Damianus, 
\)q[  were  lechis,  wretin  it  is  pus. 
Katerine,  Mergrete,  &  agace 
deyden  for  ])is  bred  of  grace.  596 

)3er-for  it  is  riht  hire  namys  to  be 
nemenid  in  Jje  Canone  : 
for  alle  these  deyde  in  good  entent 
for  to  mayntene  ])is  sacrament. —  600 
)3e  sacrament  mote  J)i  soule  fede 
}>at  is  clepid  auwgelis  brede. 
if  pat  3e  worjjiliche  it  fonge, 
it  schal  kepe  30W  jjus  longe,  604 

fro  pat  day  pat  30  ded  ben 
til  30ure  bodyes  risen  a-jen  ; 
and  ))an  pe  bodi  &  soule  in-fere 
schul  wende  to  pe  gret  mangere      608 
where  neuere-mor  schal  ben  no  nede 
to  no  maner  of  ertheli  brede, 
But  pe  sihte  of  pe  blisful  trenyte 


Harl.  MS.  4196. 
And  vincent  was  a  dekin  of  mightes  ; 
Grisogon,  Ion  and  paul  war  knightes. 
Saint  Cosma  and  saint  damiane      617 
)3ai  war  lechis  by  pam  allane. 
Katerine,  Mergarete,  and  agace, 
)?ai  died  all  for  Jjis  brede  of  grace  ;  620 
)5arfore  es  reson  pat  J»ai  thre 
Neuynd  in  po  canon  be,  '  r.  >.iir? 

Al  toke  fir^  ded  with  gude  entent 
fforto  mayntene  fis  sacrament,        624 

]3at  named  es  here  angell  brede 


And  saues  man  fro  endles  dede 
And  bringes  him  to  pe  blis  of  heuyn, 
Whare  more  ioy  es  J»an  men  may  neuyn. 
Jpe  sight  of  god  jjare  sal  ]?am  fede,  629 
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Schal  euermore  J)i  fode  be. 

Sepyhe  we  lian  pe  Modur  to  preye  |)e  sone, 
^Ve  liau  J)e  sone  to  prey  fe  fFader, 
Jje^  liolygost  we  han  in  wone —  *  ms.i>o 

j)is  enteere  we  haue  to-gader : 
"What  lettej)  vs  forte  w}Tine 

j)e  Riche  blisse  is  vs  bi-hote, 
Bote  hit  beo  vr  owne  synne  1 

jjer  nis  non  o|jur  fyng,  I  wot€. 
Of  Pardoun  I  haue  no  pouste 

Non^  to  30 w  forte  graunte  :  1  r.Nou? 

But,  3if  3e  don  now  aftur  me, 

I  wol  ow  telle  a  quantite, 
Hou  Muchel  pardoun  33  may  habbe 

To  3oure  meste  nede, 
To  come  to  honoure  wi))-oute  gabbe 

]3is  ilke  Angeles  Brede. 
V%ulke  jjoresday  jjat  next  is 
J     Aftur  pe  Trinite, 
)je  pope  vi'ban  ordeynde  J)is 

pat  hit  schulde  J>enne  be. 


As  through 
the  Virgin 
572    we  have  the 
Trinity  forus 


only  our  sins 
keep  us  from 

576  wu*. 


Tho'  1  can't 
grant  you 
580    pardon. 


I'll  tell  you 
how  much 
you  can  get 
through  the 
581    Sacrament. 


On  Tlmrs<Iay 
after  Trinitv, 
588     the  day  of 
this  feast. 


Cmyihr.  MS. 
schal  euere-mor  J)i  fode  be.  612 

per  we  han  ]>e  moder  to  p?-ey  Jje  sone, 

&  we  han  J>e  sone  to  prey  \>e  fader, 
Jje  holy  gost  we  han  in  wone — 

]3is  entre  we  han  to-geder  :  616 

what  letti))  vs  for  to  wynne 

}3e  riche  blis  pat  is  vs  behote, 
but  it  be  oure  owne  synne  1 

)3er  is  non  oJ)er  fing,  I  wote.       620 
Of  pardoun  I  haue  no  pouste 

to  30W  for  to  graurate  of  me  : 
but,  if  3e  don  now  after  me,    . 

I  wile  30W  tellin  a  quantite,        624 
How  raoche  pardoure  3e  may  habbe, 

grau?itid  to  30ure  moste  nede, 
to  come  to  honour  wif-outen  gabbe, 

it  is^  J)is  ilke  auregelis  brede.  *  om.uis 
That  same  thursday  pat  next  is      629 

after  pe.  feste  of  pe  trenyte, 
)5e  pope  viban  ordeynid  Jjis 

pat  fan  pis  pardouw  schuld  be.     632 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
And  his  lightnes  sail  be  ))aire  wede, 
And  werk  fat  fai  sail  wirk  ilkane 
Sail  be  loueing  of  god  allane.  632 

God  grant  vs  in  fat  blis  to  bilde, 
Thurgh  prayers  of  his  moder  niilde. 


§£  inimlgenxHs  iaiit  toitassis. 

Grete  nowmber  of  pardon  granted  es 
vnto  all  folk,  both  more  and  les, 
)3at  fis  seruis  wUl  say  or  here         637 
Ans  als  it  fals  in  ilka  3ere, 
J3at  es  pe  next  thursday  to  se 
Efter  pe  fest  of  pe  trinite.  640 

pe  pape  vrban  ordand  fis  fest, 
flfor  cristen  men  both  most  &  lest 
Suld  in  fat  tyme  with  gude  enteiit 
honore  f  is  haly  sacrament.  644 


196  XXX.     On  the  Feast  of  Corpus  Christi. 

100  days         An  hundred  dayes  of  for3iuenes 

He  graunted  alle  fay  592 

for  Matins,      jjat  como  to  J)e  Matynes 

Of  jjulke  same  day  ; 
40  (lays  for      ff ouiti  daves  for  vche  a  tyde, 

each  liour,  ''  •'       ' 

100  for  Mass,        An  hundred  for  Jje  Mas,  596 

100  for  Even-  An  hu?zdred  hose  to  fe  Euensong  abyde — 

He  grauntej)  hem  no  las. 
and  the  same    And  al  bat  wike  vche  day 

on  each  day  '  "' 

of  the  Octave,       ])\s,  pardoun  laste]5  so,  600 

Hose  al  J)e  seruyse  hauen  may ; 
And  jit  he  schal  han  mo  : 

fFor  vche  dayes  seruyse 
and  100  An  huadret  dayes  to  bote —  604 

thrown  in. 

Wei  him  oujte  to  seyen  fise 
On  hors  and  eke  on  foote. 

1  be  laste  pope  bat  was  nOU,  '  The  next  w    wanting  in  Harl., 

'  f    f     r  '  are  a  new  addition. 

Pope  John  Of  lon^  J>at  was  hiht,        «  itis  Joimxxn.isie-si.  608 

Al  fe  pa?-dun  he  grau?itejj  ow 
doubled  And  double])  hit  wi>  his  miht.     >  '^^^^'^^!^^',r 

Meilerous,!  Jjorwh  godes  grace  ('^*'-  <^°"""'«  *''»'"'  ^^-  ^«*^- 

Cambr.  MS.  Harl  MS.  4196. 

an  hundrid  dayes  of  forjifnes  He  granted  to  all  men  at  Jje  mes 

he  grauwtid  to  hem  alle  in  fay  A  hundreth  dales  of  forgifnes ; 

]5at  come  vn-to  fe  matynes  And  at  fe  matins  who  wald  be, 

on  J)at  same  thursday ;  636    A  hundreth  daies  haue  suld  he  ;     648 

ffourti  dayes  for  eueri  houre  ];at  tyde,    And  at  ]?e  first  euin-sang  byfore 

&  an  liundrid  for  fe  masse,  A  hundreth  daies  by  );e  sex  score ; 

an  hundrid  who-so  Jje  euensong  abide —   And  for  ilk  oure  he  vowched-saue 

he  grauwtid  hem  no  lasse.  640   ffourty  dais  fat  men  suld  haue ;      652 

and  al  fat  woke  eueriday  And  to  fe  euinsang  folowand 

)pis  pardon??  lastif  so,  A  hundreth  daies  he  cumand ; 

who-so  al  fe  seruyse  ban  may ; 

&  jet  he  schal  han  ino  :  644 

ffor  eueri  days  seruise 

an  hundrid  days  to  bote — 
wel  men  auhte  to  seen  therin^  fise 

on  horse  and  also  on  f ote.     >  r.  to  seien 
J3e  laste  pope  fat  was  now, 

his  name  loha  hiht, 
al  f is  pardouw  he  grauwtif  jow 

&  doublif  it  wif  his  myht.  652 

Meylerus,  f  orw  goddis  grace 
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Bisschop  of  leihlinne, 

012 

Kp.  Miler  of 

He  ha|)  mendet  in  ])is  cas 

Jjorwh  miht  fat  he.  ^af  liymme  : 

ffourti  dayes  to  pardoun 

He  haj)  3iue  ferto  jete^                 >  orig.jite 

616 

gave  40  days 
more  pardon. 

To  alle  wip  good  deuocioun 

Here))  hit  or  hit  rede. 

So  hit  a-mountef  hoUiche 
On  and  ffourti  3ere 

620 

Altosetber  41 
years,  60 
day.. 

And  sixcore  dayes,  treweliclie, 

Whose  herej)  his  seruyse  here. 

Ihesn  graunte  ow  alle  and  some 

May  Jesa 

On  eorjje  so  forte  spede 

624 

)3at  fis  pardoun  ow  make  come 

To  )jis  Angeles  Brede. 

J3at  Mon  eete  Angel  Brede, 

pus  f  ui-st  we  be-gon  ; 

628 

To  heuene  [hit]  mot  ow  alle  lede 
Bope  Wyf  and  ^[on, 

lead  yon  all 
toheaveu! 

In  nomine  patris  wip  ou  go, 

Et  spiritus  sancti  do  also.     Amen. 

632 

Camhr.  MS. 

bisschop  of  ley 3-ly Dime, 
he  ha])  amendid  al  jis  cas 

Jjorw  myht  \at  god  jaf  hyin  :      656 
ffourti  days  to  pardouw 

he  3af  jjer-to,  wiJ)-out  drede, 
to  alle  pai  wij)  good  deuociouw 

herin  it  or  don  it  rede.  j660 

So  it  amou7«tiJ)  holliche 

on  and  fourty  3ere 
«&  sex-score  dayes,  truliche, 

who-so  heri|)  his  seruise  here.       664 
Ihesu  graunte  30W  alle  &  some 

in  erthe  so  for  to  spede 
that  ))is  pardoun  30W  make  come 

vn-to  J)is  lieuerdich  brede.  6G8 

)3at  man  ete  aungelis  brede, 

J3us  first  we  began  ; 
to  heuene  it  mote  vs  alle  lede 

bofe  wyf  and  man,  672 

In  nomhiQ  pa/iis  &  filij  wi|»  vs  go 
Et  spj'riYus  sancti  do  also.     amen. 


Harl  MS.  4196. 
And  fourty  at  fe  cumplin  clere 
vnto  all  men  fat  it  will  here.  655 

And  forfermare,  if  men  will  luke, 
pin  same  pardone  es  all  pe  woke 
To  fam  J)at  cums  with  gude  entent, 
vntill  Jje  vtas  be  all  went.  660 


God  grant  vs  so,  whUs  we  lif  here, 
])is  seruise  forto  say  or  here, 
}3at  we  may  with  fat  pardon  lend 
In  life  fat  lastes  with-owten  end.   664 
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MS.  Vern.,  ful.  CXCVI  b—CXCVIII,  h. 


XXXI.    ^cjjtem'  miracula  k  ror^oK  cristl 


Robert 

of  Brunne's 

Handling 

p^'soe'  (From  Robert  of  Brunne's  Handlyng  Synne,  p.  306—333, 

'—'  ed.  Furnivall,  Roxb.  Club,  1862.2) 


mighty. 


grant  ns  to 
speak  worth- 
ily of  this 
Sacrament, 
and  to  say 
notliing 
wrong. 


To  show  His 
love. 


Christ  gave 
His  Body  to 
feed  His  Dis- 
ciples. 


G 


OJ  Almihti  pat  alle  J)ing  weldes, 
Wyncles,  watres,  wodes  and  fEeldes, 


And^  sojjly,  as  |)ou  madest  of  iioulit  ^  Furn.  As 

Alle  creatures  fat  euer  were  wroulit,  4 

ffor-jif  vs,  lord,  |)is  day  vr  synne, 

])\s  digne  sacrament  to  bi-ginne, 

And  also  worschupe^  \er-oi  to  speke,    i  k.  &  wnrschypfuiiy 

jpat  we  neuere  Jje  troupe^  breke,  >f.  beieue  8 

Ne  forte  telle  in  fis  Prolonged  (!)  >  f.  bys'o'ig 

jjing  fat  fallej)  to  eny  Wronge,l         i  F.  fall-of  may  any  wron-? 

But  fat  hit  mihte  beo  J?e  to  queme 

And  vs  in  studefast  troufe  to  3eme. —  12 

Godus  sone  in  heuene  a-boue. 
He  schewed  vs  also^  muche  loue  :  >  f.  aiiefor 

ffor  wlion  his  passion  neih3ed  him  neih. 
To  his  disciples  fat  wcren  hhn  by  16 

He  3af  his  bodi,  hem  to  fede — 
More  loue  miht  he  not  schewe  in  dede — 
)jat  f  ei  schulde  muynde  haue 
Of  hym  fat  niiht  hem  fenne  saue.  20 

3it  a-forward^  he  let  hym  slo  '  f.  aftyrward 

"Wif  so  gret^  def-pyne  and^  wo.      iF.fulvyle     ^andpynyng 

ffor  vs  and  hem  dude  he  f is, 

To  bringo  vs  alle  to  his  blis,  24 

More  loue  miht  he  not  do, 

Ne  neuer  mon  mihte  do  so ; 

ffor  vs  he  dude  hit,  in  certeyn, 

J3at  we  schulde  loue  hym  wel  ajein.  28 

J)ouh  we  vr-self  [^af]  an  hundred  sife, 

0  poynt  of  such  loue  miht  we  not  kyfe 


1  Only  6  miracles  are  given  in  the  text. 

^  That  this  2nd  homily  is  part  of  a  longer  poem  on  the  Ten 
Commandments,  Vices  and  Virtues,  with  Narrations,  appears 
from  V.  381  ff.,  497  fif. 
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'  F.  but  loue-Iongyng 


1  F.  Hy}>  no  greythe 


Lyk  to  |)at  loue  he  ha])  vs  done, 
ffor  hit  is  \Te  saluacioune. 
And  of  vs  3it  aske))  he  nouht 
But  fat  may  wel  I-nouh  be  wrouht : 
doping  bote  loue  wij)  good  louyng,^ 
To  loue  him  ouer  al  o])ur  Jjing 
And  for  his  loue  to  leue  synne — 
"Wij?^  loue  his  blisse  fen  may  we  wynne 
And^  ])ou  may  neuere  haue  hym  to  fe 
But  J?ou  wolt  furst  synne  fle  : 
AUe  fing  he  louej),  but  synne  he  hates ; 
3if  J)OU  loue  hym,  wijj  synne  fou  bates.  ^ 
3if  jjou  loue  on,  fou  most  nedes 
tforsake  fat  fyng  fat  he  forbedes, 
EUes  hit  is  told  for  no  loue, 
And  nomeliche  to  vr  lord  aboue. 
)3ou  mai3t  not  loue  hiw,  f  e  boc  seif  ,^ 
But  fou  haue  wif  fe  good  feif , 
J3at  is  to  sey,  leeue  fou^  hit  wel 
Al  fat  is  Avriten  of  hym  vchedel. 
Studefast  treufe  of  loue  hit  semes,^ 
And  of  trewf  e  loue  men  nemes  :  ^ 
So  is  fat  on  Avif  fat  ofur, 
Wif  studefast  treufe  loue,  his^  Brofur, 
L  To  whom  ou3te  vr  loue  be  went  1 
To  troufe^  of  f  is  sacrament.         •  f.  But  to  t>e  beiene 
])'\%  schulde  leeue  vche  cristen  mon 
And  lerne  f e  treufe  of  on  fat*  con  : 
]3at  f e  bred  fat  sacrefyed  is   ^ 
On  fe  Auter,  is  godus  llesch, 
fflesch  and  blod,  fer  hit  is  leid, 
Jjorwh  f  e  wordus  f  e  prest  haf  seid ; 
Jjat  lihte  wif-Inne  fe  virgine  Marie 
And  on  f e  Rode  for  vs  wolde  dye 
And  from  def  to  lyue  a-Ros, 
God  and  Mon,  in  Miht  and  loos, 
ffor  hose  trowef  not  f is  cler 
In  f  e  sacrament  of  f  e  Auter, 
He  schal  neuere  f  e  blisse  a-byde, 
ffor  no  f ing  fat  him  may  be-tyde. 


32 


1  F.  liis 
F.  ffor 


36 


40 


44 


I  F.  comes 
F.  iiomes 


F.  ys  >e 


48 


52 


56 


60 


64 


68 


Robert 

of  Bruiiiie's 

Handlt/ng 

Si/nne, 

p.  806-8 


Christ  asks  us 
only  to  love 
Him  above 
aU  things. 


We  must  be- 
lieve that  the 
Sacramental 
Bread  is 
God's  flesh. 


200 
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R..l)ei-t  of 
Kruniie's 

Handlyng 
Suinie, 

p.  308,  309. 

As  God  made 
nil  tilings  of 
iiolliiiig, 


it's  less  diffi- 
cult to  change 
Flesh  into 
Bread  and 
Wine. 


If  we  had 
to  take  it  as 
Flesh,  we 
should  refuse 
it. 


Stedfast  1 
lief  will  e 
us  best. 


80 


F.  Yn  flesshe  and  blode 
J)e  bredc  be  brojt 


111  pe  Olde  lawe  fus  is  writen — 
lewes  and  Cristene  wel  hit  witen  :  72 

"  God  seide  Jjat^  hit  was  Avrouht,  i  F.  and 

He  Comauwdede  alle  fing  of  nouht " — 
l)]s  word  us  aren  veriey  and  cler, 

Dauid  hem  seide  in  fe  psauter.  76 

Se])))he  he  made  al  of  nou3t  Jjat^  was,    »  f.  aiie  ]>at  nojt  er 
Lasse  Maystrie  were  in  ]3is  caas 
fEorte  chaunge  on  liknes 
In  to  a-noJ)ur  fyng  pen  hit  is, 
)3at  ilke  liknesse  in^  Bred  and  Wyn 
In  fflesch  and  hlod  to  torne  hit  in. 
His  fflesch  and  blood  in  Bred  is  wrouht ;  ^ 
Si)?))e  he  made  [al]  be-fore  of  nouht, 
3if  pou  seo  hit  not  bodiliche  in  siht, 
\)i  soule  wi))-Inne  schal  trouwe  hit  riht ; 
And  pauj  ))ow  fele  no  sauour 

But  ve?Tey  wyn  and  bred  of  fflour,  88 

J?is  is  wisdam  of  godus  ordinaunce, 
To  saue  vs  alle  from  })is  Chaunce  : 
flbr  3if  hit  weore  as  flesch  to  take, 

WilJ-stondei  we  scholde  and  hit  forsake  ;     '  f.  white     92 
And  for  he  nolde  we  hit  forsoke, 
Bot  alle  men  hit  vndurtoke, 
Jjerfore  his  wisdam  his  owne  rede 

SauereJ)  hit  in  wyn  and  Brede.  96 

Hit  seme])  bred  as  to  J>e  siht 
And  as  Bred  hit  sauereJ)  riht ; 
Noujjur  in  silit  ne  in  felyng 

Knowest  fou  of  no  certeyn  ping.  100 

What  schal  Jjenne  J)e  most  saue 
But  studefast  Jjouht  pat  pou  schalt  haue, 
Studefast  troupe  of  vch  a  del, 

Jjat  wol  vs  saue  wondur  wel.  1 04 

And  su»2me  han  hit  seyen  Bodily, 
To  whom  he  schewed  his  Mercy. 
Lo  her  a  tale  al  and  sum  ^  »  f.  for  of  jow.sum 

}5at  is  In  Vitas  Patrum  :  108 
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1  F.  almes 
I  F.  But 

112 


116 


I.    ^arratia  tninsbam  reltgiosi  * 

Hit  was  a  ^lon  of  Eeligioun, 
Of  alle  Men^  he  hedde  gret  renoun 
And,^  for  ))e  fend  wolde  hi;«  liaue  schent, 
He  leeaiede  not  in  |)e  sacrament, 
And  8eide,  hit  was  not  Ihesu 
)jat  Conceyued  was  Jjorwh  gret  vertn, 
Ke  Ihesu  was  not  fat  Oble 
J?at  was  reised  atte  sacre 
And  J)at  Jje  folk  hononrede  to ;  ^ 

To  leeue  hit  was  not  to  do.        >  F.  And  J>o  J>at  wnrschep  dede  >>:irto 

Bi-fcre  two  Abhotes  jju^  he  tolde — 

\)\s  Abhotes  write  fis  tale  to  holde,  120 

Hit  scholde  be  told  to  eueriche  mon  ^      i  f.  euery  wham 

J5at  is  a^eyn  J)e  Cristendom 

Til  hit  beo  preued  hi  Clergye 

"VVher  hit  beo  treujie  or  heresye. 

)3is  Abhotes  schewed  him  fe  rihte  wey, 
WiJ)  alle  fe  ensaumples  fat  fei  coufe  sey ; 
And  al  he  seide  hit  was  lye, 
But  jif  he  8636  hit  wij)  his  eje 
"  Don^  fen  so  fat  I  hit  seo,  »  f.  doN 

Jjen  wol  I  leue  fat  hit  so  be." 

)3is  Abhotes  preide  a  ful  seue-niht 
)3at  he^  wolde  schewe  hi?/i,  to  trouwe^  his  miht,       132 
In  fflesch,  in  Blod  on  fe  Auteer,      »  f.  god     *  F.)>urghe 
To  Conferme  his  trouf e  cler. 
And  him-self  preide  specialy 

)5at  god  wolde  schewe  hym  in  Body,  136 

*'  Lord,^  for  no  mis-bileeue, 
)5at  fow  scholdest  wif  me^  greue, 
But*  forte  schewe  f  e  riht  sof  nes 
J?at  fow  art  sacrament  of  fe  Mes, 
}3at  I  may  make  of  er  certeyne 
"Whon  I  wif  ejen  haue  fe  seyjene. 

J3is  Abhotes  lyje  in  orisoun 
Til  fat  fe  seueniht  were  don. 

*  MS.  Simeon  :  Qf/od  corpus  cr'ut'i  est  vcraciter  in  sacra- 
mento  altaris,  realit^r,  &  non  figuratiue. 


Robert  of 
Bninne'g 

Handlyito 
Sgttne, 

p.  S09— .^10. 

1.  Tale  of 

the  BleediTig 

Child. 

A  man  under 
Vows 
said  Jesus 
was  not  in  tlie 
Sacramental 
Wafer. 


SAbboU 
argued  with 


124 


128 


He  said  it  was 
a  lie,  unless 
he  saw  it. 


Tliey  prayd 
Clirist  to 
show  Himself 
on  the  altar. 


^^sl* 


»  F.  L.  he  seyde 
1  F.  me  l>o 


F.  seyne 


140 


144 
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Robert  of 
Kruiiiie's 

Handling 
Sj/nne, 

p.  310,  311. 


er  and  the  i 
Abbots  went 
to  Church. 


At  the  Sacra- 
ment, they 


thought  they 
saw  a  live 
Cliild  on  the 
Altar, 


and  an  Angel 
cut  it  in 
pieces. 


BO  til  at  its 
Blood  ran 
into  tlie  Clia- 
lice. 


and  the  Priest 
offerd  tlie  un- 
believer a  bit 
of  the  bleed- 
ing flesh. 


He  confest 
that  the 
Bread 


had  really 
turnd  into 
Flesh  and 
Blood. 


pe  Sonenday^  to  Churche  fei  come,       »  f.  seuen>e 

j)at  oJ)ur  Men  wij)  hem  pei  nome. 

A  sege  was  ordeynt^  for  hem  pre, 

To  bi-holde  al  pat  priuite 

Of  J)at  holy  Sacrament 

jjat  scholde  be  schewed  in  here  present*. 

Bi-t\vene  hem  saf  \iis  ilke  mon 
Of  whom  \>e  Miracle  furst  bi-gon. 
Whon  J)e  oble  was  on  Jse  Auter  leid 
And  pe  prest  pe  wordes  hed  seid, 
Alle  pre  ])ou3te  hem^  verreylike  *  f.  t>an 

By-fore  pe  prest  a  Child  lay  quik, 
In  feir  forme,  of  fflesch  and  blod  ; 
Jjis  say  J>ei  pre  per  pey  stod. 
Whon  pe  prest  scholde  parte  pe  sacrament, 
An  Angel  [doun]  from  heuene  was  sent 
And  sacrefyed  pe  child  riht  pore  : 
As  pe  prest  hit  brae,  pe  Angel  hit  schore, 
pe  Blod  in  to  pe  Chalis  Eon 
Of  pat  child,  hope  God  and  Mon. 
pe  prest  1  jede  to  pe  hijeste  degre,  »  f.  h'sman 

To  hosel  him  as  hit  fel  to  be ; 
Hemi  phoujte  pe  prest  brou^te  on  pe  patin^     i  f.  Hyn 


U8 


152 


156 


160 


164 


of  pat  child  newe  slayn  ^f.  pateyn       168 

And  beed  him  a  Mossel  of  pat  fflesch, 
Wip  al  pe  blod  per-on  al  fresch. 

)?en  gan  he  crie  Avip  loude  steuene  : 
"  Merci,  Godus  sone  of  heuene,  172 

pe  Bred  I  sauh  on  pe  Auter  ly3e 
Hit  is  pi  bodi,  I  seo  wip  eje ; 
Of  pe  Bred  porwh  sacrament 

To  fflesch  and  Blod  hit  is  went ;  176 

)pis  I  beo-leeue,  and  euere  I  schalle, 
ffor  verreyliche  we  seon  hit  alle." 

Whon  he  and  pel  weore  alle  certeyne, 
In  forme  of  Bred  hit  to  rude  ajeyne.  180 

He  dude  him  hosel  as  opur  wore, 
And  was  a  good  mon  for  euer-more. 
And  al  opure  beo^  pe  bettre  '  f.  be}> 

])at  herep  pis  tale  or  redep  pis  lettre. —  184 
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\)e  Prest  J)at  sacre])  Godus  bodi,  Iro^ne^a 

He  moste  beo  ful  clene  nedeli ;  ^alnne"^ 

A  lewed  mon  fat  schal  hit  receyue,  p-  ''"'  ^'- 

Alle-Maner  fuljje  moot  he^  weyue.     »  f.  behoneJ>  hym     188 

But^  beo  Jjou  neuere  so  good  a  prest        ^  om.inF. 
Ne  ncuer  so  gret  wijj-lnne^  \)i  Brest,   »  f.  Ne  so  grete  wytu  yn 
I  rede  J)ou  here  hou  fei^  are  schemed,      »  f.  l>e  propertes 
Al-Jjauh  )>ei^  ben  of  langage  lewed.  »  f.  >e  langage  be  but  192 

)3ou  wost  wel,  in^  pe  Oble 
Is^  a  luytel  fyng  to  se  : 
So  schaltoTi  beo  luytel  in  wille, 
Luytel  and  MucheP  wi]j-outen  ille, 
Nout  in  pride  ne  in  heihfe, 
ffor  no  ■\visdam  ne  no  sleihpe ; 
J3e  so))e  hit  is^  wij)  Lucifer, 
Proude  men  schal  wone^  )>er.   » 

\)G  Oble  is  mad  of  whete, 
J3e  Beste^  corn  J)at  men  of  ^  ete 
So  schulde  we  beo  meke  and  louely 
To  alle  J)o  jjat  ben  vs  by  ; 
Jjis  Mekenes  is  a-3eyn  jjat^  Ire 
Jjat  is  wiJ)  Lucifer  in  fat^  fyre. 

]pe  paast  of  fe  oble  nouht  ne  owe 
Beo  maad  of  no-maner  sourdowe,  208  without  sou 

'  dougli, 

ffor  fe  sourdowe  make))  al  soure  e^vv** 

pe  swettest^  Jjat  come  J)  of  J?e  floure.  »  F.swetnes 

Bi  J)is  sourdowe  is  tokenynge 

)3at  Envye  is  a  wikked  finge,  212 

ffor  hit  for-dof  alle  swetnesse  of  dede, 

)5at  god  scholde  jiue  vr  soules^  meede  ;    •  F.jjme  forsouie 

Jjerfore  make))  he  non  herburgrye 

J3er  he  fyndef  biforen  envye.  216 

O  vertue^  In  ))e  whete  is  >  f.  a  v.  also  round,  not 

Jjat  is  muche  a-3ein  Slouhnes  :  againsV 

)5er  whete  come))  he  wol  ^  not  prike,     »  f.  ffor  whete-come  wyi 
As  Otes  don  and  Barlike  :  220 

Ne  we  ne  scholde  not  be^  prikel  i  f.  haueany 

In^  Idelnesse  ouer-Mukel ;  ^  i  f.  or     >  f.  mykvi 

Idelnesse  grucche)>  and  is  heui  of  fouht 
And  is^  soone  wroj)  for  nouht,  '  f.  also  224 


IF.  bat 

1  F.  ys  but 

The  wafer's 
7  qualities 
against  the  7 
Deadly  Sins; 
cf.  p.  178-9. 

ille,            IF.  meke 

196 

It  is  little, 

against 

Pride; 

>  F.  )>at  we  ne  falle 

F.  ffor  pr.  m.  w.  wyt>  hym 

200 

made  of 
wheat. 

J  F.  louelyest       »  om, 

uely 

inF. 

204 

against 
Wrath ; 

1  om.  iu  F. 

>  om.  in  F. 

204  X.X.XJ.  God's  Body.  Properties  of  the  Sacrmnental  Wafer. 


Robert  of 
Bruiine'g 

Handlyng 
Sjinne, 

p.  312— in*. 


nnniixt, 

against 
Covetous- 


thin,  against 
Gluttony ; 


white, 

against 
Lechery. 


The  Sacra- 
ment must 
be  taken  in 
cliarily,  not 
in  sin ; 


else  we  take 
our  dnnina- 
tion. 


1  F.  ))e  mastlyoun 

1  F.  medel  wyjj 
F.  And  namely  wyj> 
1  F.  ys  tolde  a 


And  ]jat  wra}>))he  come}?  of  sorwe, 

And.!  of  wouhope  wol  muche  Borwe.  >  f.  t-at 

J3is  sacrament  of  )7e  Messe 

Louef  not  such  Idelnesse, 

!Not  wi])  non  nul  he  dwells 

Bute  }jer  men  of  jje^  loye  spelle.  »  cm.  inF. 

J3e  paast  of  ])e  oble  seid  beo-forn 
Schal  not  beo  of  medlet  corn, 
Bote  al  onliche  of  whete  : 
ffoule  desires^  schal  men  lete, 
J3at  bi-mene]j,  In  no  wyse 
We  schal  vs  3iue  to^  Couetyse, 
Jjat  is  also  called ^  Aueryce, 
)3e  whuche  is  a  foul^  wikked  vice 

Also  fou  seost  J)e  oble  is  finne 
And  muche  honeste  wijj-Inne  :  ^ 

And  |jat  wol  Wel  signefye       ^  F.  &  grete  dunhede  ys  noun  J>er-ynne 

A3eyn  Jje  siiine  of  gloteuye  ; 
)5er  wol  not  fe  sacrament  reste, 
Aci  glotenye  wol  him  out  keste. 

And  as^  fou  sest,  fe  oble  is  whit 
So  schul  we  haue  no-man er  delyt 
Of  no-maner  filesches  take/  '  f.  of  flessiieiy  lak 

fEor  lecherie^  make))  Jie  soule  blake.       »  f,  on.  \>at       248 
jjeos  seuene  party es  ^  be])  '  f.  propertes 

In  ])Q  Oble,  as  we  seof, 
And  eueri  propurte  J?er-Inne 

Is  ajein  an  hed-synne.  252 

A-3eyn  fis  sacrament  do  fo 
)3at  aren  in  synne  and  ferto  go, 
Or  aren  in  wille  ajeyn  to  wende 

To  synne  and  hem-self  schende ;  256 

As'^  prest  fat  go])  to  synge  Mes  »  f.  aisoe 

J3at  in  dedly  synne  is ; 
An  hondred-fold  he  su/igej)  more 
Jpe[n]  he  a  lewed  mon  wore.  260 

Alle  pat  receyue  |)e  sacrament 
In  dedly  sunne  or  wikked  entent 
Or^  in  eny  of  peose^  seuene       ^  om.  in  f.     »  f.  >ese  yciie 


228 


232 


236 


240 


F.  here  244 

'  om.  in  F. 


)jat  ])ou  hast  here  herd  nempne. 


264 
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Riht  to^  heore  Dampnaciun,  »  f.  Hyt  ys  to 

And  ferfore  vengaunce  schal  be  don. 
And  here  I  schal  telle  a  tale 
Hon  hit  is  to  pat  mon  Bale  : 


268 


Robert  of 
Bniniie's 

BamllyHg 
Sffune, 

p.  314,  315. 


a  ryjt  wyt  ys 
On  boJ>e  partyg  tyjtly  to  gcs. 


276 


p.  As  yn  cnrsyngr  or  yn 
viibuxyine 


280 


284 


2.   ^arratio  p/-esbitcri  pa^-otbialis.* 

AParisch-prest  was  in  a  Toun, 
Of  ful  gret  discrecioun, 
iful  good  and  rihtful  he  was,  *  '»^-  *"  =  ^^"^y 
And  god  sende  hym  of  his  gras 

Of  his  parischens  he  vndurstode 
Whuche  wer  ^^lel  and  wjuche  war  god& 
Two  he  hedde  forte  gete 
J3at  nolde  neue7-e  sj-nne  lete. 

And  hit  felde^  on  an  Asteme,  '  =feii 

Jjat  J)e  prest  scholde  non  hosul  werne 
But  hit  were  for  fe  gretur  synne, 
luobedience  or  Corsyng  Inne  :  *  ' 

}3is  prest  was  in  ful  gret  Jjouht 
AVher  he  schulde  hosele  hem  or  nouht. 
He  preyede  to  God,  heuene-kyng, 
J3at  he  wolde  sende  him  tokenyng 
Wheper  he  scholde  he7?i  hosuP  forbede 
To  3iue  hit^  hem  he  hedde  gret  drede. 

fErom  god  he  hedde  ]>\s  onswere  : 
Jjat  vch  on  scholde  heor  oune  charge  here, 
And  ])at  he  scholde  weme  hit  none 
But  jiue  hit  forj)  to  euerichone ; 
"  Do  as  Ihftsu  dude  in  dede, 
And  pou  schalt  no  mon  hit  forbede, 
'No  more  fen  he  dude  ludas 
]5at  hedde  I-don  a  gret  trespas  ; 

Ihesn  jaf  alle  wif  mylde  mood, 
Whon  Bred  was  t«nied  to  flesch  and  blod. 
ifor  sJ7«me  fat  hit  take  hit  schal  hem  saue, 
And  su7?ime  Jjerfore  peyne  schal  haue  ; 
Aftur  fey  aren  of  synne  clene, 
Also  schal  hit  on  hem  beo  sene." 


*  MS.  bimeon  :  Quod  propter  iieccatum  occultum  ccunnitinio 
non  dehet  negari. 


2.  itiracle  of 

tie  TeU-TaU 

Facet. 


he  doubted 
whether  to 
Rive  'era  the 
Sacrament, 


>  om.  in  F. 
»  F.  To  lioasel 


288 


292 


296 


300 


give  it. 

Do  like  Jesus. 


He  aidn't 
le.iTe  out 
Judas  at  the 
Last  Supper. 
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Robert  of 
Bruiine'a 

Uandlyng 
Synne, 

p.  815,  316. 

The  Priest 
prayd  that  he 
ini({ht  know 
by  the  re- 
ceivers' faces, 
who  tooTc  tlie 
Sacrament 
worthily  or 
not. 


So  some  had 
bright  faces ; 


some,  black ; 


some,  prikt 
tlieir  liands 
and  feet ; 


some  were 
like  lepers ; 
some  like 
idols. 


The  Priest 
prayd  God  to 
explain  tills. 


The  bright- 


the  red- faced, 
tyrants; 


3it  preyed  he  god  of  More  grace  : 
)5at  he  mihte  knowe  be  J)e  face 
Whuche  resceyued  hit  \vor])i]y, 

And  whuche  to  haue  hit  not  worjji.  304 

And  [god]i  grauwted  him  his  wille,  '  om. 

To  knowe  fe  goode  from  fe  ille. 
])Q  folk  J)at  to  fe  prest  went 
tforte  receyue  J)e  sacrament,  308 

Of  so?;ime  fe  face  was  also  briht 
As  Jjc  Sonne  In  somer^-liht ;  •  f.  on  days 

And  summe  Jje^  visage  was  also  blak         i  f.  iiere 
)5at  nojjing  miht  hit  Blakore  mak ;  312 

Of  somme  hit  was^  as  red  as  blod,     i  p.  And  some  were 

Starynge  as  fei  Weore  wood  ;     *  And  sum  wereswolle  J>e  ryseges 

Of  somme  ])e  visage  was  boiled  ^  stoute, 
As  bofe  heore  ejen  welleden  oute  ;       i  f.  gnapped        316 

And  summe  nymped^  wi|)2  feet  and  hondes,    "  f.  here 
As  dogges  don  ])at  gnawen  heore  bondes ; 

And  somme  hedde  visages  of  Meselri ; 
And  somme  were  lyk  foul  Maumetri.  320 

Moni  wondres  weore  on  hem  scene, 
Mo  fen  he  coujje  Jjenne  deme.^  '  f.  se  at  }>at  tyme 

J?e  prest,  whon  he  sauh  alle  fise, 
Of  Jjat  siht  he  gan  to  grise,  324 

ffor  fat  siht  he^  was  hidouse  »  om.  in  f. 

And  dredful  and  Meruilouse.^  '  f.  peryious 

3it  pj-ejede  he  god  wij)  good  entent 
]3at  he  mihte  wite  what  al  fis  ment.  328 

And  god  almihti  louede  him  wel 
And  wolde  schewe  him  eueridel : 
"  \)o  Men  fat  weore  so  briht 

As  Jje  Sonne  on  day-liht,  332 

J5o  Men  aren  jit  in  Charite 
And  clene  of  synne,  and  worschupef  me. 

])o  Men  fat  were  so  blake 
)?at  no  f  ing  mihte  hem  blakore  make,  336 

)?o  weore^  lechours  foul  wif-Inne  *  f.  are 

And  haue  no  wille  to  leue  heor  synne. 

\)o  Men  fat  weore  so  red  as  blood, 
)jei  are  tirauns^  wikked  of  mood,  if. irus&  340 
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3U 


348 


Heore  Euencristen  for  to  slo 

"Wijj  dede^  and  wi])  word  also.'      iF.deJ>     »  or  wy]>  pyne  do  wo 

])o  fat  fow  sauh  wij)  BoUen  visage, 
])o  aren  Envyous  and^  ouer-outrage.         i  cm.  in  f. 

And  ))o  pat  nymped  her  fingres  and  hendes,^ 
Are  Bacbyteres  bi-twene  frendes.  '  f.  finger  endes 

)5o  pat  ])ou  saub  Meseles  bi  siht, 
Jjey  loue  more  good  pen  god  almiht. 

J3o  pat  pou  sauh  lik  Maunietrie, 
On  worldly  pinges  pei  most  afEye, 
More  loue  pei  catel  pat  he  hap  sent 
J3en  pei  don  hym  pat  al  hap  lent. 

}3eose-maner  men  are  riht^  in  wille  i  F.jyt 

In  heore  synne  to  leue  stille, 
And  perfore  schal  pe  sacrament 
Of  hem  aske  heor^  lugement,  '  f.  iiarde 

}3at  pei  haue  resceyued  him  vnworpily 
And  serued  pe  fend  wip  ful  Envy."^ —      '  F.iiys  enemy 

]>\B  tale  is  told  for  loue  of  po 
])i\t  in  synne  to  hosul  go, 
Or  ben  in  wille  to  tome  a3eyn ; 
Al  heore  trauayle  pei  don  in  veyn. 

3if  pou  wole^  pyn  hosel  saue^  take, 
Beo  in  wille  pi  synne  to  forsake 
Euermore  in  studefast  herte  ; 
And  ^if^  pou  synne  in  bodi^  smerte, 
God  takep  hit  noujt  to  so  gret  grim 
As  pou  in  tresun  Eeceynede  hym. 
In  no  ping  wot  I  more  tresun' 
)3en  bringe  pi  lord  on  his  felun, 
And  jit  men  seip  pe  synne  is  to  greue  ^ 
}3at  bringep  a  trewe  mon  on  a  peue. 
3if  pou  do  pus  pi  witande, 

J)en  chargen  hit  me  ^  moste  on  hande.         »  f.  men  i.yt 
)3erfore  loke  pou  wite  nouht  375 

No  synne  I-hud  In  herte  ne  pouht !  ^ 

ffor^  no  Clerk  pat  is  in  synne, 
Til  he  leue  and  per-of  blynne 

He  Schulde  not  serue  atte  Auteer  »  F.  Ne  haleweJe  J^yng  to  come 

Ne  hondle  ping  pat  comep  per^  neer.  380 


35- 


356 


360 


slialt 

364 


Robert  of 
Brunne's 

Handlyng 
Synne, 

p.  316.  317. 

tlie  sweld- 
faced, 
envious ; 
the  prikers, 
backbiters ; 

the  lepers, 
lovers  of 
property ; 

the  idol-like, 
carers  for 
worldly 
tilings. 


On  these  the 
Siicrament 
calls  for 
Judgment. 


F.  J)oghe ;  And  one 
F.  sone  aftyr  and 


3G8 


»  F.  here  s.  ys  grefe 

372 


F.  has  2  V' 
1  F.  Also 


Before  yoa 
take  the 
Sacrament, 
wish  to  for- 
sake sin. 


No  Cleric  in 
sin  should 
serve  at  the 
Altar. 
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Robert  of 
Brumie's 

Handlyng 
Synue, 

p.  317,  S18. 


After  taking 
tlie  Sacra- 
ment, no  one 
should  turn 


The  Old  Law 
enjoind  Con- 
fession once  a 
year. 


Tlie  New 
Law  says, 
"  lleceive  thy 
Crciitor  once 
yearly." 


The  Mass 
helps  souls 
in  Purgatory. 


I  touched  er^  of  ))is  outrage  >  see  Fumiv.,  p.  274-; 

Whon  I  spac  of  fe^  sacrilage,  '  cm.  in  f. 

)5at  fe  holigost  schewed  him  nouht 
ffor  fe  Dekene  syngede  in  Jjouht ; 
In  J>e  tale  of  Ion  Grisostomus 
)3is  tale  is  told,  for  ow  and  vs. 

Als  is  he  worjji  to  ben  i-schent 
Jjat  sone  aftur  fe  sacrament 
To  folye  and  to  synne  drawes— 
Luitel  of  Godus  vengaunce  hym  awes  ! 

3if  fou  for3ete  or  ouer-sittes 
J5e  tyme  of  hosul  pat  )jou  wel  wittes, 
Luitel  fors  of  him  J)ou  3eues, 
Xoufur  pou  louest  hym  ne  leues.^ 
And  ouer  al  he  louej?  fe  best ; 
And  fou  ne  wolt  a  nihtes  gest 
Leten  hym  herborwe  in  J5in  ho  us  ! 
\)o\x  art  vnkynde  and^  Meruylous, 
}3at  al  fe  jer  fou  letest  him  weyue, 
Wi))  worschipe  woltou  not  him  resceyue, 

God  Manase])  for  pis  chesun, 

ffor^  riht  hit  wole  and  eke  resun  : 

ffor  suche  men  aren  holden  vntrewe 
In  ]je  Olde  lawe  and  in  pe  nevve. 

Comaunded^  In  J?e  Olde  lawe  was       1  f.  com-iuudement 

Ones  in  J>e  3eer  to  schewe  pi  trespas. 
Jje  newe  lawe  is  of  pe  more  honour, 

Ones  in  pe  3eeri  resceyue  pi  creatour,      '  f.  ones  1 

Ones  a  3er  him  to  knoweleche, 

J3i  lord  to  plese  for  doute  of  wreche. 
)3at  prest  i  blame  ouer  alia  pinge, 

Wip-outen  gret  skil  pat  lettep  to  synge ; 

ffor  mony  a  soule  mihte  I-saued  be^ 

AVip  pat  Masse  pat  penne  leuep  he.- 

ffor  alle  pat  in  pe^  peyne  Is, 

Abydep  socour  of  pe  Mes, 

ffor  eueri  Masse. makep  Memorie 

Of  soules  pat  aren  In  purgatorie. 

Muche  ponk  schal  he^  haue  '  f-  h"'  i"-est 

Jjat  helpep  soides  for  to  saue ; 


384 


388 


392 


J)ou  louest  hym  n.it  l>.it 
l>ou  by  lyues 


396 


ryjt 


400 


404 


408 


412 


1  F.  be  saued 
F.  he  ha)3  leued 
m. in  F. 


416 


420 
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Xo  Jjing  may  so  muchel  avayle  ^^  "^ 

Of  heore  peynes  and  lieore  trauayle  ^s^Z'" 

As  Jje  sacrament  of  fe  Auteer,  p-  sis-aao. 

Hit^  make])  hem  of  peynes  cleer.2     JF.xe     »8or.      424 
And  |)at  may  I  schewe  apertely 
Bi  a  tale  of  seynt  Gregori : 

(3.)   garrario  ftlkts  pHsbhtri.  "         ^rltPe^!^ 

Seint  Gregori  seif  for  \)e  same  : 
Hit  was  a  prest,  ffelix  his  name  ;  428 

Bi-Svde  he  WOnede'  in  a  pabe,  *  F.  hyswonyng  Heln-dnenr 

"Was  a  wassching  In  an  hote  bafe. 

}5is  prest  ofte  |)ider  jede, 

To  wapsche  him  whon  he  hedde  nede.  432  and  wiien  iie 

waslit  in  It, 

Jjis  prest  fer  euer  [redi]^  he  fonde  '  f.  redy 

A  Mon  to  Avassche  him,^  to  foot  and  honde ;  a  Man  always 

iitteiitlnl  lo 
He  drOU3  his  hosen  of  and  his  SCllOU      *  F.  t>at  semed  liym  him. 

And  redi  was  hem  on  to  don  ;  436 

At  eueri  tyme  he  fider  com 

His  herneis^  feire  of  he  nom,      »  f.  Hys  siione  4  i.ys  hosen 

And  seruode  him  at  eueri  tyde 

In  J)at  Avatur  and  ofte^  beo-syde.  if. eke  440 

)3is  prest  Jjat  com  Jjider  so  ofte, 
)3at  fis  mon  J>er  seruede  so  sof te, 
He  ne  askede  hym  neuer-more  but  he  never 

askt  the  Man 

\\  hejjen  lie  was  ne  hou  he  com  ))ore  ;  444  who  he  was. 

But  eueri  tyme  he  was  redi 

And  seraede  hi7?i  ful  apertely.^      i  r.  pcynyWy  ;penybieiy) 

)5is  prest  J)0U3te,  "  he  seruej)  me  wcl, 
His  trauayle  avoI  I  quite  sum<lel."  448 

On  a  day  he  jjider  fouhte 
And  twey  loues  wij>  hym  he  brouhte. 
In  to  J>at  ba])  ^eode  fat  prest 

And  wusch  him  as  he  dude  nest ;  452 

)?is  mon  was  fere  him  a3eyn, 
To  serue  hi??i  wel  he  dude  his  Mayn.  * 

\)is  prest,  whon  he  Scholde  gO,l  >  F.  furj.e  go  one  day. 

He  jaf  bis  mon  bis  loues  two,  456  theiiSTs 

loaves. 

And  fonked  him  muchel  his  seruyse, 

And  more  he  scholde  haue^  ofurwyse.       »  f.  hewuide 

VERNON    MS.  P 
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Robert  of 
Unmiie's 
Haiidlung 

Siinnn, 
p.  3i0,  821. 


Tlie  Mail  said 
)ie  was  tlieii 
a  corpse : 


formerly  lie 
was  a  Lord : 
now  lie  servd 
for  his  sin. 


Hebepd 
Kelix  to  offer 
the  2  loaves 
on  the  AUiir, 


and  sin^  6 
Masses  for 
him. 


Then,  if  he 
d;dii't  pome 
to  tlie  Bath, 
he'd  lie  in 
Kliss. 


He  did  not 
come,  but 
went  U)  liliss. 


The  Sacra- 
ment of  the 
Altar  litis 
power  over 
all  tilings. 


J?is  Moil  onswerde  fis  prest  a-^eyn  : 
"  }5is  bred  ^e  bringe])  to  iiie  in  veyn, 
ffor  neuer-more  schal  I  -^ete 
Bred  ne  non  opur  mete  : 
I  am  a  Mon  fat  is  ded, 
}5at  neuer-more  schal  ete  bred." 

\)Q  prest  asked  :  "on  what  nianere 
Is  hit  fat  poll  wonest  here  1 " 
)3is  Mon  onswerde  in  fat  tyde  :  ^ 
"  I  was  lord  here  ar  I  dyede,^ 
And  f is  seruise  fat  I  am  Inne 
Is  f e  peyne  for  my  synne. 
Bote  I  f  e  preye  par  charite, 
Offre  on  f e  Auter  f  es  loues  for  me ; 
And  I  beseche  f e  ouer  alle  fynge 
J5at  sixe  Masses  for  me  f ou  synge ; 
And  heo  weore  songen,  I  hope  to  wende 
In  to  f e  loye  wif-outen  ende. 
And  whon  f e  sixte  masse  is  left, 
3if  fou  ne  fynde  me  her  eft, 
Trouwe  [fou]  fenne  forsof e  i-wis 
]jat  for  fi  prey  ere  I  am  in  Blis." 

Jjis  prest  al  fat  wike  longe 
ffor  fis^  mon  preyede  and  songe.  ' 

And  whon  fe  wike  was  al  gon, 
)3e  prest  com  f  idere,  and  fond  non ; 
He  hopede^  wel  fat  he  was  brouht 
To  blisse,  for  he  ne  fond  him  nouht. — 

Beo  f  is  tale  3e  may  se 
J3at  hit  is  gret  Charite 
Masses  for  f e  dede  to  synge, 
}3e  soules  [out]  of  pyne  forte  bringe. 
Ouer^  alle  f ing  hit  haf  pouwer, 
\)Q  sacrament  of  f  e  Auter, 
And  nomeliche  whon  hit  is  don 
Wif  good  monnes  deuocion ; 
Him  wol  god  sannore  here 
J3en  on  fat  is  him  nouht  so  dere. 

In  fe  seuefe  Comaundement 
Touchef  to  f  is  sacrament 


460 


464 


•  F.  a.  &  seyd 
2  F.  d.>yde  468 


472 


476 


480 


V.  )>ys  same 


484 


I  F.  beleuedc  J>an 


F.  Passyiig 


488 


492 


496 
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In  a  tale  of  fat^  kniht, 
Hou  J)e  prest  fat  Hue])  not  riht, 
Of  liis  preyere  is  luytel  prou, 
And  Jjere  hit  telle])  wel  hou.^ 
And  I  sclial  telle  ano])ur  here 
Of  a  ;Masse  of  a  good  frere  : 


1  See  F.  p 


Robert  of 

Kniiine's 

500       Biindlung 

Syuue, 

p.  381,  322. 

A  bad  Priest's 
pra.\  er  i»  of 


504 


(1.)  ^o«  a  man  of  ^onffolk  feas  sancb  J)orou  a  masse. 

AMon  in  Sou])folk  ones  dyed, 
Bi  sydcs  Sudburi,  as  men  seid. 
ffor  fat  mon  such  grace  was  diht 

)3at  him  vas  graunted  to  come  a  nilit  508 

fforte  speke  wij)  his  wyf, 
To  mende  fe  fautes  of  his  lyf. 

"  3ef  a  Masse,"  he  seide,^  "  were  for  me  don     '  om.  in  f. 
"Wijj  a  good  mo;mes  deuocion,  512 

1  hope  to  loye  for  to  go 
And  beo  dilyueret  of  al  my  wo. 

1  preye  fe,  dame,  par  charite 
To  trauayle  so  muche  for  me."  516 

Heo  graunted  hym  fat  ilke  bone, 
And  ros  vppon  fe  niorwen  sone 
And  to  fe  ffreres  sone  heo  code, 
Jper  heo  liopede  best  to  spede.  520 

Heo  com  and  spac  wif  a  ffrere 
And  preyed  heo  nioste  his  masse  here. 
And  for  hire  hosebondes  soule  to  synge, 
And  heo  wolde  3iue  hym  oifringe.  524 

]5e  ffrere  dude  hire  a  Mes     ^ 
In  Comuyn,  as  fe  seruise  is. 
Whon  fis  !Masse  I-soiigen  was, 
Heo  wente  horn  a  good  pas.  528 

]5e  niht  aftur  fenne  com  he. 
"Slepestou]"  he  seide.   "  nay,"  seide  heo  ; 
"  Are  je  jit,"  heo  seyde,  "  in  blis  % 
J?e  Masse  for  ow  1-songen  is."  532 

"  J3e  Masse,"  he  seide,  "fou  dudest  do,^      i  F.bedo 
A  parti  hit  helpe])^  nie  ferto  ;  »  f.  haii>e 

Mi  part  ich  hedde  of  fat  Mes 
As  of  fing  fat  Comuyn  is.  536 


4   T.ileofthe 
Sitjgolk  Man. 

A  m.-iii  died 
near  Sud- 
bury, 


and  got  leave 
to  go  to  liis 
wife. 


and  ask  lier 
to  Bel  a  Maa 
sunu  fur  him 


Mass  "  in 
common  "  for 
lier  Imsbaud. 


Tlie  Sudbnry 
man  came 
baclc  and  told 


liis  wife  tliat 
abit  of  aSIass 
wouldn't  do 
for  him. 
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Ri>l)ert  of 
Urunne's 
Hiindlj/ng 


lie  must  have 
one  all  to 
liimself, 
sung  by  a 
Prie«tofgood 
life. 


got  a.  holy 


sins  a  Mass 
for  her  hiis- 
banil  only. 


Next  night 


her  husbaixl 
i-anie,  and 
told  her  that 


3if  on  weore  specialy  for  me  seid, 
Of  my  peyne  I  were  ful  leyJ,i 
5if  ]Je  prest  were  of  lyf  so  good 
)3at  God  his  preyere  vndurstood ; 
I  hope  Jjenne  grace  to  haue 
J3at  his  Masse  mihte  me  saue ; " 
Ofte  he  seide  to  his  wyf : 
"  A  prest,  A  prcst  of  clene  lyf  !  " 

On  Jje  Morwen  forf  heo  code 
To  pe  ffreres  eft  to^  spede,  i 

And  schewed  hit  to  Jje  prioiir, 
And  preyed  him  of  socour ; 
3if  he  hedde  eny  brojjur 
)5at  he  kneuh^  beter  fen  ojjiir,  ' 

"  )3at  wol  synge  me  a  Mes 
ffor  a  Mon  fat  ded  is, 
At^  myn  ese  he  schal  haue  ^ 

To  a  pitaunce  what  he  wol  craue." 

Jje  prior  spac  to  ^  a  ff rere 
And  preyed  him  on  alle  nianere 
)3at  he  wolde  a  Masse  synge 
ffor  Jjat  soule  heo  made  preyinge, 

}3e  ffrere  was  an  holy  mon ; 
And  ar  [fat]  he  his  Masse  bi-gon, 
He  preyed  to  god  his  orison, 
Wifi  a  gret  deuocion,^  '  f.  vn 

)?at  hit  mihte  ben  \\\m  to  pay, 
])Q  Masse  fat  he  scholde  synge  to-day, 
Whon  fe  Masse  was  don  to  f e  ende, 
He  bad  f  e  wommon  horn  [to]  wende, 
"  And  whon  f on  more  eft  heres, 
Cum  and  sey  to  vre  ffreres  ! " 

}3e  niht  aftur — lustnef  now  ! — 
He  com  and  seide  :  "  slepestou  ?  " 
"  Nay,"  heo  sayde,  "  hou  fare  30 1 " 
"  Wei,"  he  seide,  "and  so  woif  fe  !  " 
"  Sire,  weore  36  a-payed  of  fat  Mas 
|5at  for  ow  to-day  songen  was  % " 
"  3e,"  he  seide,  "  graunt  Merci ! 
jjat  Masse  to  me  is  more  worf  i 


F.  et  god 


F.  hopede  were 


afByccyoun 


540 


544 


548 


552 


556 


560 


564 


568 


572 


576 
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ben  al  be  workl  an  hundred  sibe,  Robert  of 

'  .  /    ,  ,  1,1.  Bruniie's 

;Ne  mint  haue  mad  me  neiiej-i  SO  blibe.  »F.haif  Bandiyna 

'^  Sffiiiie, 

His  preyere  was  to  god  so  dere,      i  f.  J>at  he  besoghte  wyj)  p.  a^sii. 

ffor  al  fat  he  preyede^  he  wolde  here ;  680  ^i^'^g^i"""-"® 

)3eih  he  hedde  prei^ed  for  a  Jjousimd  mo, 

tfrom  peyne  to  blisse  fei  hedde  i-go ;  ^     '  f.  lie  had  bro3t  i>o 

ffor  what  ping  he  hedde  asked  bone,  583 

God  wolde  ha  ^  grau?ited  him  fuP  sone.    if.  God  hade    ^as 

Haue  good  day  !  for  now  I  wende  had  won  him 

To  ]jat  loye  wif-outen  ende.  Joy." 

God  lete  fe^  neuere  |)er-of  mis,  »  f.  vs 

)5ou  ne  he,^  to  haue  pat  blis."        '  f.  \Vyj>-outyn  eude       588 

jDe  wyf  com  sone  on  fe  Morn 
And  fel  on  knes  fat  ffrere  bi-fom 
And  tolde  hi??i  Jjer  eueridel 

Hou  he  for  his  preyere  was  wel.  592 

And  J?at  ffrere  ful  wel  he^  lette,  '  F.l>arby 

And  jjonked  God,  for  loye  he  grette.  Emiorthe 

"Wel  weore  hym  at  his  endynge  — 

Hedde  such  a  prest  for  him  to  synge ! —  596 

In  J?is  tale  schewed  is : 

Of  1  alle  Jjing  good  is  Jje  mes,  »  f.  ouer 

\)G^  sacrament  on  )je  Auter  '  f.  For  \>e 

Ouer  alle  passeb  his  pouwer.      >  2  w.  om. : 

T      ,      ir  .     •  1  1.  ffor  liyt  makejj  mcncynn  of  J>c  passyuii 

in  pe  Masse  pei  hem  a-fye        As  lesu  cryst  to  deb  was  doun 

J5e  soules  fat  are  in  purgatorie.^ 

\)c  sone  is  offred  to  be  ffadur  of  heuene  Christ  is 

jw,  ,  oiTenl  to  God 

ttor  be  soules  be  prest  wol  nempne  :  604   fof  t''e  *>"'» 

.  e  ^  the  Priest 

pat  IS  fUS  for  tO^  mene  :  if.  AIso  |>ys  talewyl  names. 

5if  f  e  prest  beo  good  and  clene, 

Jjenne  wol  Ihesn  crist  hym  heere, 

ffor  what  f  yng  he  makef  preyere ;  608 

Preye  he  for  soule  or  for  bodi, 

)jat  aren  in  pyne  or^  in  nuy,  i  f.  or  here 

Bofe  wol  god  almihti  saue 

What  fe  gode  prest  wolde  haue.  612 

Xot  only  for  soulus  is  he  herd.  Both  the 

Bote  eke  for  vs  here  in  f is  world.  living 

Beo  a  Mon  in  seknesse  or  in  prisun, 

Weyferynge,  or  in  temptaciun,  G16 
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Robert  of 
Hruiiiie's 

Huntllyng 
Sinine, 

p.  324—326. 

are  lielpt 
by  the  Eu- 
ciiarist. 


Or  in  eny  o])ur  trauayle, 

)?e  sacrament  wol  vs  a-vayle ; 

Hit  wol  delyuere  vs  out  of  peyn, 

Jif  vr  troupe  beo  certeyn. 

And  jjat  was  wel  schewed  in  dede 

In  Engolonde,  so  seij)  seint  Bede  : 

In  his  Bokes  writen  hit  is, 

A  feir  Miracle  of  pe  Mes  : 


620 


624 


5.  Bede's  Tale 

of  the  Knight 

Rityna  {or 

Tmma and 

Tuna). 

Ill  He<ie's  day 
was  a  battle 
between  K. 
Kdiriil  and 
t)ie  King  of 
Liiidesay, 


Cf.  Hist.  Etcl.  IV.  c.  22. 


A  kiiigiit 
Uiiyna  was 
nearly  kild. 


lie  was  seizd 
by  K.  Col- 
dred,  and 
lianded  to  un 
Earl. 


(5.)  |:arrano  ^tk.^ 

T^at^  tynie  seint  Bede  was  liuonde,^ 
y  Weore  Mony  kynges  in  pis  londe. 
Bi-twene  two  was  gret  Batayle — 
]3erfore  i  telle  pis  Meruayle ; 
Jjat  on  hiht  Edfride,  of  IS'orth  Cimtre, 
)jat  opur  of  lindeseye  was  he. 

Edfride  hedde  gret  seygneri, 
Seynt  Andreu  hosbonde  of  hely.  ' 

Jjis  Batayle  was  bi  hope  heore  a-sent 
Bi-sydes  a  watur  men  callep  Trent. 
Sire  Elfride^  bropur  hette  Eleswynne,^ 
He  was  slayn  pat  Batayle  Inne ; 
On  hope  partys  ne  was  non 
So  feir  a  kniht  of  fflesch  and  bon, 
Ne  non  so  douhti  was  of  Armes — 
Jje^'fore  seint  Bede  pleynede  his  harmes 

A-nopur  kniht  was^  feld  doun 
Nerhonde  ded,  and  fel  in  swoun ; 
J3e  nome  of  pis  ^onge  kniht 
Ruyna,^  seip  seint  Bede,  he  hiht.  «  f.  lumim 

Whon  pis  Ruyna  hedde  long  leyn, 
He  keuerde,  and  seet  vp  ajeyn, 
And  stopped  his  wouwdes  pei  schulde  not  bledi 
And,  as  he  raihte,  pennes  he  jede, 
To  seche  him  help  sumwher  to  haue, 
Of^  frendes  fynde  him  to  saue.  '  f.  or 

As  he  wente  wip  muchel  drede. 
He  was  taken  wip  kyng  Coldrede  ;i 
And  brouht  him  ^  to  a  lordyng, 
An  Erl,  pat  heold  of  pe  kyng. 


man  lyuande 


628 


632 


1  r.  Edfiides 
a  F.  Ellwyiine 


>  F.  also  was 


F.  Eldrede 
1  F.  vn- 


636 


640 


644 


G48 


652 
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pe  Eri  asked  liira  what  he  was, 
And  -wher  he  hedde  ben  in  hard  cas. 
ffor  doute  of  de\)  he  was  a-friht 
And  dorste  not  seye  he  was  a  kniht ; 

He  seide  :  "  sire,  31!  fi  Aville^  be, 
I  am  an  hosebonde-mon^  of  Jje  cuntre, 
I  was  wont  to  lede  vitayle 
To  knihtes  Jjat  weoren  in  Batayle ; 
And  nou  I  am  a  pore  mon, 
J3us  fro  |>i3  Batayle  I  com.^  ' 

And  wolde  fonde  to  haue^  my  lyf, 
Til  I  may  come  to  my  wyf." 

)3is  Erl  dude  a  leche  bi  stoundes 
To  tente^  to  hym,  to  hele  his  woundes, 
)5at  tyme  was  here  mony  Jjeodes, 
Mony  vsages,  and^  mony  leodes, 
ffor  vche  a  kyng  in  J)at  dawes^ 
Vsede  his  diuerse  lawes  : 

Summe  were  cristene  in  vre  fay, 
And  su?Hme  leeuede  in  paynymes  lay  ; 
per£oTe  fat  tyme  was  muchel  fro, 
And  ofte  was  bo|)e  werre  and  wo. 

3if  a  kniht ^  miht  oper  men  take. 
He  scholde  hem  sulle  or  in  seruage  make, 
"\Mierfore  i  telle  so  of  fis  kniht : 
\)e  Erl  let  him  bynde  eueriche  niht, 
)3at  he  ne  scholde  from  hym  fle 
Ne  stele  a-wey  to  his  cuntre. 
ffor  al  fat  J)ei  mihte  him  bynde, 
Ofte  loos  fei  dude  hym  fynde ; 
Neuer  so  faste  feih  heo  him  bouwde. 
Loos  a-noJ)ur  tyme  fei  him  founde. 

)3is  bounden  kniht,  Ruyna, 
Hedde  a  Brojjur,  fat  hihte  Tymma  ;i       ' 
)3i3  Tymma  was  prest  Religious, 
ffor  he  was  Abbot  of  an  hous, 
So  longe  he  liuede  in  fat  estre 
J3at  his  nome  heet  Tymmestre  ;  ^ 
]3at  tyme,i  as  ich  vndurstonde, 
Hit  was  in  Northhu7?iberlonde. 


1  MS.  welle 
F.  oin.  iiion 


Robert  of 

Bniiiiie'8 

656       U,.mU.„»a 

SllHUf, 

p.  S»6,  3i7. 


660     baiulma 


664 


F.  Tende       66S 


1  F.  yn 
F.  dawe 


F.  kyiig 


67: 


676 


680 


684 


688     Kuyna's 
brother. 
Abbot 
Tymma, 


and  then 
bonnd  every 
night,  to  stop 
hU  running 
away. 


F.  Tuncestre 
>^  F.  tounue 


692 
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Uobert  of 
lU-iiniie'H 

Uanillting 
Si/nne, 

p.  327,  328. 

came  to  the 
Trent,  foiiiid 
a  body  like 

buried  it. 


and  sanjf 
duilv  Muss 
for  it. 


So  that,  tho* 
Kuyna  was 
boiind  every 
nitfht,  lie 
waa,  thro'  tho 
Mass,  free 
every  morn- 
ing. 


The  Earl  askt 
him  what 
witchcraft 
this  was 
thro'. 


lluyna  told 
tliu£arl  that 
his  Brother 
the  Abbot's 


\)\s  Abbot  hedde  tijjinges  certeyne 
\)at  Ruyna  was  in  Batayle  slayne. 
He  com  to  Trent,  fis  Abbot  Tymina, 
And  fond  a  bodi  lyk  to  Ruyna  ; 
Honorabliche  he  dude  bit  graue 
In  his  chirche  fer  he  wolde  hit  haue, 

And  song  ferfore  day  and  ofur  : 
He  wende  hit  hedde  ben  his  bro]5ur. 
jjanh  Tymma  hedde  chosun  wrong, 
His  brojjwr  hedde  fe  good^^-i  of  )>e  song- 
ffor  God  al  wot,  and  wust  hit  fere 
ffor  whom  he  made  his  preyere  : — 
jjeih  men  a-niht  ])is  kniht  bounde, 
A-Morwe  fei  hym  loos  founde, 
Men  mihte  hym  neue?'e  bynde  so  fest^    ' 
jjat  Jjei^  Jjat  tyme  nolde  al  to-berst. 
J3e  men  jjat  hedde  fis  kniht  in  holde, 
)jis  wondur  to  J)e  Erl  ])ei  tolde. 

f)e  Ell  hedde  fer-of  gret  wondur 
Jjat  J)is  bondes  weore  so  in-sondur ; 
He  seide,  him-self  wolde  wif  him  speke 
And  wite  whi  his  bondes  dude  breke. 

Bi-fore  fe  Erl  was  he  set,i  i 

And  ])e  Erl  feire  he  gret. 
"  Sey  me,"  he  seide,  "  po\x  belamy, 
Const  f  ou  wel  on  sorcery  1 
Sum  wicche-craft  I  trouwe  Jjou  here 
J)at  fi  bondes  fe  not  dere  ; 
iforsofe,"  he  seyde,  "  swnwhat  fou  dos 
Jjat  euer-more  )?ei  fynde  ]je  loos." 

He  seide  :  "  wicche-craft  con  I  nouht, 
Ke  for  me  schal  non  beo  wronht, 
Ke  I  nul  be  by  fendes  craft 
vn-bounde  beo,^  bi  no  wicche-craft. 

Sire  Erl,"  he  seide,  "  hit  is  a-noJ>ur  : 
In  my  cuntre  I  haue  a  Brofur, 
})at  leeuejj  wel  \>at  I  beo  slayn, 
ffor  I  com  not  hom  a3eyn ; 
IFor  me  he  syngeji  vche  day  a  Mes — 
prest,  abbot  forsojje  he  is. 


696 


700 


F.  godenesse 

705 


708 

F.  yn  bondes  so  feste 
[>  the  bonds] 

712 


716 


720 


24 


728 


732 
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'36 


•40 


744 


748 


I  wot  wel,  fat  is  fe  encbesun 

J3at  my  Bondus  herei  vndon ;  ^  f.  an 

ffor  no  ping  ne  haues  ponwer 

A3eyn  pe  sacrament  of  pe  auter. 

ffor,  3if  I  weore  ded,  in  ojjur  werld, 

His  preyere  for  me  weore  I-herd, 

To  bringe  me  out  of  pejTie  and  wo, 

And  sifen  to  blisse  forte  go." 

Al  jjat  Meyne  and  fat  Erl 
Leeuede  wel  be  was  no  cberl, 
as^  he  to-fore  bem  hedde  i-seid  »  ms 

AVbon  fei  on  hym  furst  bond  leyd  ; 
Ei  bis  semblau?it  and  feir  beryng 
Hym  semed  wel  a  gret^  lordyng,  >  f.  t 

Bi  his  specbe  )»ei  vndurstood 
Jjat  he  was  mon  of  gentil  blod. 

)3e  Erl  tok  him  in  priuite, 
Wbefen  he  was  telle  scholde  he ; 
"  Sey  me  soj),  and,  as  I  am  trewe^  kniht, 
)3ou  echalt  no  skafe  bane,  be  my  miht."^ 

"  Se]jJ)he  fou  me  bi-botest  i>e3  and  grij), 
I  am  )>e  kynges  mon  Eldrijj  ;^  »  f.  eoi 

Armes  I  bar  in  fat  Batayle, 
Wif  my  pouwer  him  to  auayle." 

'•  So  me  fboujte,"  seide  fe  Erl, 
"  )3oui  seined  not  to  ben  a  cberL  »  F.}>e  760 

Bote  for  fi  knowlechyng  her  me  bye^ 

]30U  weore  WOrfi  for  to  dye,  *  F.  But  for  J>at  y  here  \e  seye 

ffor  J)ou  halp^  fer  to  slo,  »  f.  iiyipe 

Jjat  al  my  kynde  is  ded  me  fro ;  764 

Bote,  for  I  er  sikerde  fe, 

Scha[l]t  fou  baue  no  skafe  for  me." 

He  eode  and  sold  him  for  Kaiuisoun 
At  Londone  to  a  ffrisoiin.  768 

A  ffrisoun,  36  scbul  vndurstonde, 
Is  a  Mon  of  ffrys-londe. 

|jis  ffrisoun  scliolde  fis  !Mon  forf  lede, 
And  dude  on  him  bondes  for  drede,  772 

ffor  a-skapyng  bi  fe  weye 
He  dude  bondes  on  him  leye. 


Kobertof 
Hrunne's 

Handlung 
Spnne, 

p.  S28,  8*9. 


xs  it  wnold 
loose  him 
from  Pui^- 
tory. 


752 

At  the  Eari'd 
request. 

I  om.  iu  F. 

iF.neplyjt 

•th             756 

fes^heis 
K.  Edfrith's 

The  Eari  sells 
Rtiyiia  to  a 
Frisian  in 
LonUun, 


who  puts 
bonds  on 
him. 
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Rolieit  of 
Uninne's 
Hiinill!i»a 


The  Frisian 
offers  Uiiyiui 
his  tVeedoni 
if  he'll  pay 
wliut  lie  cost. 


Riiyim  gets 
the  money 
from  K. 
Loyre  of 
Canterbury, 


and  then  goes 
to  his  brother 
Tyn.ma, 

and  tells  him 
how  T.  helpt 
him. 


So,  learn  that 
Masses  help 
us  here,  as 
well  as  souls 
in  Purgatory. 


Bot  fat  vaylede  him  no-fyng 
N^euer  a  day,  fat  byndyiig : 
ffor  in  fat  tyme  fe  masse  was  songen, 
])Q  bondes  to-barst  and  al  to-sprongen. 

J3is  ffrison  J)hou3te  :  "  hou  may  fis  beo  % 
He  may  riht  wel  from  me  fleo ; 
Happyliche  hit  a-vayle)j^  nouht 
)5e  Catel  fat  I  wif  him  bonht." 

])&  ffrison  seide  :  "  vvolt  J?ou  wel 
Eestore  a-jeyn  al  my  Catel, 
And  I  schal  ^iue  fe  leue  to  go 
To-  fi  Cuntre  fat  f ou  com  fro. 
But  furst  fou  schalt  me  troufe  pliht, 
And  trewely  hold  hit  wif  al  fi  miht, 
To  bringe  f e  Catel  I  ^af  for  f e, 
And  elles  I  grau/^te  fe  not  fre." 
He  grau/?ted  him  al  fat  he  seide, 
And  troufe  in  hond  wif  hym  he  leide. 

jjis  Euyna  wentc  to  kyng  loer, 
)3at  was  kyng  of  Caunturber — 
He  was  seint  Andre  us  ^  suster  sone, 
And  Euyna  was  wont  wif  hym^  to  wone 
Of  al  his  stat,  bofe  wo  and  wele, 
Euyna  told  him  eueridele. 

\)Q  kyng  3af  him  his  Eaunsiin  ; 
And  [he]  bar  hit  to  londun  to  fat  ffrisun. 
Seffe  eode  he  hom,  fis  kniht  Euyna, 
To  his  brof  ur.  Abbot  Timma, 
And  tolde  him  of  al  his  wo-fare 
And  of  his  cumfort  in  al  his  care. 

Jjis  Abbot  wel  vndurstood 
}3at  his  Masse  dude  him  gret  good   • 
And  fe  sacrament  gon  hym  borwe 
Out  of  seruage  and  out  of  sorwe. 

j)is  tale  tellef  vs  seynt  Bede 
In  his  gestes  fat  we  Eede. — 
Bi  fis  tale  may  men  lere 
)3at  Masses  helpef  vs  wel  here  : 
ffor  vs  liuynge  hit  makef  Memorie, 
Also  for  f e  soules  in  purgatorie. 


F.  vayled 


776 


780 


784 


788 


792 


F.  Andre 
I  F.  here     796 


800 


804 


808 


812 
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Vche  mon  schal  leeue  ))at  rilit      ^  f.  J>at  iioipe  wyi  be  as  > 
]3at  helpen  hit  wolle  as  [hit]  tludei  ]>e  kniht. 

Jjis  sacrament  helpe))  not  3it  alone, 
Bote  )je  offrynges  euerichone, 
Al  pat  we  offre  atte  Mes, 
Al  to  vre  saluacion  hit  is. 

Not  only  forte  saue  fe  dede,i  >  f.  J»o  hat  de.ie  bej> 

Jje  quike  hit  saue  J)  also  and  rede  ;i  »  f-  leJe^ 

As  wel  haue  fe  quike  J)e  prou 
As  J?e  dede  ferof  fe  vertu  nou^ ;  i  om.  in  f. 

Quike  and  dede,  More  and  lesse 
Ben  I-saued  Jjorwh  fe  Messe. 

]pe  Offringe  is  as  a  present, 
J?at  helpej)  vs  wi])  ]>e  sacrament. 
To  fe  ffadur  of  heuene  tentefuly, 
fifor  whom  Jjou  offerest  to  haue  Merci. 

A  tale  I  fond  ones  I-writen, 
And  as  I  sauh  hit,  I  wol  ^e  witen, 
And  wel  a-corde])  in  alle  f  inge 
])aX  God  is  payed  of  good  offringe. 


816 


520 


824 


828 


832 


Robert  of 
Bninne's 

Handlyng 
Svnne, 

p.  330, 331. 


The  offering 
at  the  Mass 
helps  us  too. 


(6.)  <9f  a  mait  \a{  foas  dastii  m  a  vxmt. 

Hit  was  a  Mon  hi-jonde  fe  see, 
A  Mynour,  wonede  In  a  Citee. 
Mynours,  fei  makef  in  hulles  holes. 
As  men  don  J)at  sechef  coles. 
Jje^  Mynour  souht  stones  vndur  molde  » 

Jpat  Men  of  maken  seluer  and  golde. 
He  wrouhte  and  holede  in  fe  hille. 
A  perilous  chaunce  fel  hym  tUle  : 
A  gret  parti  of  pe  Myne 
ffel  doun  )jer  and  closed  hym  Inne. 

His  felawes  alle  |>at  weren  hym  hende, 
)3at  he  weore  ded  wel  ]jei  wende ; 
)3ei  eode  and  tok  hem  alle  to  Eede, 
And  tolde  his  wyf  fat  he  was  dede. 

))is  wonzmon  bi-menede  hir  hosebonde  sore- 
God  leeue  ]jat  mony  such  wymmen  wore  ! — 
Heo  helped  his  soule  in  alle  Jjynge, 
In  almes-dede  and  in  offringe  ; 


6.  The  Minff 

Aefpt  bu  hi, 

Wifet  ilo»*- 

qfferingt. 


r.  pis 


836 


840 


844 


848 


852 


dug  in  a  hill. 


Tlie  Mine 
fell  in. 


and  the 
Miner  was 
tliought  dead. 
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Robert  of 
liruniie'M 

Hayidlyug 
Siinne. 

p.  3;«,  333. 

offerd  a 
pitclier  of 
wine  and  a 
loaf  daily  at 
t)ie  Altar, 
for  a  year, 
save  on  1  day. 


At  the  year's 


dug  down 
to  liim, 
and  found 
liim  fiafe  and 
sound. 


He  told  'em 
lliat  his  Wife 
had  sent  him 
bread  and 
wine  every 
day  save  I. 


The  day  he 
fasted 


was  the  Good 
Friday  when 


Heo  Offred  for  him  atte  Auter 

fful  of  wyn  a  picher, 

And  [a]  feir  lof  wijj-al, 

Eueri  day  as  1  principal,  if.  as  for  a  856 

And  al  pat  twelf-moncj)  stabely, 

Bote  0  day  J)at  passed  forby. 

ffewe  suclie  wymmen  [now]  we  fynde 

)pat  to  heore  hosebondos  are  so  kynde  !  8G0 

Bote  Jjis  wyf  wi})  al  hire  miht 

Dude  for  him  [bofe^]  day  and  niht.    »  f.  bo)>e;  Ms.vern.om. 

Hit  fel  at  Jje  twelfmonej)  ende, 
His  felawes  to  \q  hiil  gon  Avende,  864 

And  come  to  J>at  same  stude  eft 
)5er  )5ei  heore  felawe  in  werk  left. 
Eiht  fere  Jjei  furst  bi-gon 

}3ei  percede  Jjorwh  in  to  J?e  Mon  :  868 

)5e  ]\Ion  In  good  stat  )?ei  founde, 
Liuinge,  wijj-outen  wera  or  wou?ide. 
Euerichone  Jjei  hedde  ferly, 

And  J>at  was  gret  Ilesnn  why  !  872 

Alle  J)o  men  weore  in  gret  weer 
How  he  hedde  lyued  al  fat  ^er. 
Bote  fenne  he  tolde  hem  euerichon 
How  he  hedde  lyiied  fer  al-on  :  876 

"  I  haue  I-liued  gracious  lyf 
)3orwh  cortesye  of  my  wyf  : 
Eueri  day  heo  haj?  me  sent 

Bred  and  wyn  to  present ;  880 

But  0  day,  fenne  eet  I  nouht, 
ffor  my  mete  me  nas  not  brouht." 

]5ei  ladde  fe  mon  in  to  fe  toun, 
And  tolde  fis  Miracle  vp  and  donn,  884 

ffurst  jJorwh  \q  Citee, 
And  seffe  forwh  al  fe  contre. 
Hit  com  in  spekyng^  atte  laste  *  f.  J^ey  asked  hym 

]?at  day  fat  he  dude  faste.  888 

He  tolde  hem  f  e  dayes  name, 
And  his  wyf  seide  f  e  same  : 
Jjat  day  heo  offrede  neuer  a  del, 
}3e  goodc  liriday  hit  mihte  be  wcL  892 
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Yna  sliall 
be  tola, 

1.  Imw  to  live 
l)erfectly ; 

2.  God's  will ; 


3.  wliat 
makes  men 
li..ly; 

♦.  self-know- 
ledge; 


5.  GoiVs 
goodness ; 


6.  how  to 
K|iend  lime ; 


7.  Iiow  to 
contemplate 
God  in  crea- 
tures; 


8.  God's  will 
as  in  holy 
writ; 


9.  the  7 
deadly  Sins ; 


10.  the  7 
evangelical 
Virtues ; 

11.  the  7 
Gifts  i>r  the 
liOlyGhost; 


li.  the  Ten 
Coniinand- 
meiits ; 

13. the  3 
Virtues. 
Faith,  Hope, 
Love; 


11.  the  1* 
Articles  of 
tlie  Creed ; 


1  In  the  Speo.  precedes :  Quo- 
iiiodo  homo  debet  respicere  ad 
statum  suum. 


i^e  mouwe  also  here  hardily 
Hou  mon  schal  lyue  por?-fytly 

Jjewiie  schul  je  here  also 
What  is  fe  wille  of  god  euenno  ; 

Also  schul  ^e  here  now  rede 
"What  Jjing  makef  mon  holy  in  dede  ; 

)pen  schul  30  here,  ^if  30  wol  trouwe. 
Hou  mon  schal  him-self  knowe, 
In  bodi  and  in  soule  also, 
^\^ler  he  Hue  treweli  or  ne  do  ; 

Also  mowe  je  here  in  hi3 
}3e  godnesse  of  god  fat  is  euer  redi ; 

)3en  moAve  je  heere  in  Jjis  ryme 
How  a  ;Mon  schal  spende  his  tyme. 

Also  heere  lerne  we  may 
Hou  fat  we  schule  vre  lord  pay.  ^ 
HerkneJ)  alle  feire  and  stUle  : 
Heere  schul  ^e  so  of  godus  wille, 
As  AvituesseJ)  folliche  hit 
J3e  Bok  fat  is  cald  holi  writ : 

J3e  seueu  dedlich  synnws,  fe  brau«chcs  also, 
I  wol  30W  telle,  ar  3e  go ; 

J3e  seuen  ve/'tuwes  of  Ion  fe  Ewangelist,^ 
)3at-  was  ful  wel  wif  Ihe*'u  Crist ; 

J3e  seuen  jiftus  of  fe  holigost, 
J3e  whuche  ben  of  mihtes  most. 
And  of  heore  strengfe  also  I-feere 
Sum  what  Jjenne  mowe  30  lere  ; 

J3en  schul  3e  heere  in  presens 
Whuch  ben  fe  ten  Comaundemens  ; 

)De[n]  schul  3e  heere  feir  and  briht 
Of  fieo^  vertuwea  and  of  heore  miht, 
]3at  is  ffeif ,  good  hope,  and  loue, 
]3at  wol  vs  briiige  to  blisse  aboue ; 

Of  fe  twelf  Articles  of  fe  ffey 
Schul  we  also  sum  what  sey  ; 

Of  fe  seuen  Sacramens, 
Jjat  euer  ben  in  godus  presens ; 
So  schul  3e  heere  sum  or  al 
}je  fEoure  vertuwes  Principal : 


12 


16 


20 


'  Spec. :  Quoiuodo  homo 
debet  eontemplari  Ueuin 
in  creatnra. 


24 


28 


=  the  seven  blessings, 
hicli  however  are  given 
iMatli.5,  3.    Spec.:  De 
\irtiitil)us  evangelicis. 
MS.  (>us 


36 


1  cf.  v.  857  ff.,  where 
the  4  cardinal  virtues 
(45—8)  are  included. 


40 


44 
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Now  may  je  here  fat  almes-dede 

Gostlyclie  wole  a  mon  fede, 

Aud  so  may  je  wel  vnderstande 

)?at  God  is  payed  of  good  offrande. —  896 

ffor  al  y\B  tale  in  ^or  lyues 
Tmstne])  not  iu  jor  wyues, 
Ne  in  jour  children  no-fing  ; 

Make))  or-self  jour  offring  !  900 

So  kynde  a  ■\vo??nnon  as  I  of  tolde 
LiueJ)  not  now,  beo  je  bolde  ! 
Ne  no  clerk  Jjat  fis  redes 
Schal  fynde  non  nou  of  so  kynde  dedes. —  90-t 

3e  men  fat  are  nou  In  present, 
j?at  herejj  rede  fis  sacrament, 
Ouer  alle  fing  hit  haf  power, 

j)e  sacrament  on  fe  Auter,  908 

As  I  liaue  here  to  ow  i-schewed, 
I^ot  to  lered  bote  to  lewed. 
3e  lewede  men,  I  telle  hit  ow — 

jjis  clerkos  con  hit  wel  I-nouh.  912 

Preije  we  fenne  vr  creatour, 
J3at^  )je  sacrame?it,  vr  saueour,  i  om.  in  f. 

Jjat  Bodi  and  soule  he  wol  vs  saue,  '  om.  in  f. 

And  we  hi??i  to^  loue  and  he  us  to^  haue.     Awiqik    916 


1  Tlie  following  Introduc- 
tion (1—50)  agrees  w.th  tlie 
Index  to  the  prose-transl. 
in  MS.  Vernon  (bnt  is  want- 
ing in  MS.  Tliornton). 


XXXII.    I^ott  a  mitit  scjial  Igue  ^avlgtli).* 

(A  translation  of  the  first  part  of  St.  Edmund's  Speculum). 

1 TI^  nome  of  him  Alweldyng 

i    )5at  is  vr  heije  heuene-kyn 

Take])  hede  here  in  alle  wyse 

To  fleo  fe  sunne  of  Couetyse  4 

And  alle  Jje  dedly  Synnes  samed 

J3at  her-aftur  schul  beo  named. 

*  This  treatise  follows  the  Gospels  without  being  separated  from 
them,  either  by  a  larger  Initial  or  special  title  ;  yet  it  is  a  separate 
treatise,  being  a  translation  of  the  first  part  of  St.  Edmund's 
Speculum  ;  it  was  made  perhaps  from  a  prose  translation  such  as 
is  found  in  MS.  Vern.,  f.  ccclv.,  and  Thornton  (E.  E.  T.  Soc.  1867, 
p.  15  seq.).  The  sense  is  frequently  obscured  and  corrupted. 
Another  translation  of  St.  Edmund's  Speculum  is  pe  Spore  of 
Loue,  p.  268  ff.  The  Speculum  is  printed  in  Ue  La  Bignc's  Alagna 
bibliotheca  veterum  patrum,  cd.  Col.  1618,  vol.  XIII,  p.  355. 


IJruniie's 

Jlandli/iig 

Sfftme, 


liis  Wife 
didn't  offer 
at  tlie  Altar. 


Bnt  don't 
you  trust  to 
your  wives! 
Make  your 
offerings 
yourselves ! 


Let  us  pray 
that  the 
Saerainent, 
flirist,  will 
save  us ! 

B..rf  0/ 
S.  Biiiniie 
extract. 


17.  tlie  7 
Works  of 
Merer. 


Tlie  Religions 
h.'ive  rKisoii 
to  joy 
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Pi-ouwes-se,  Rilitwisnesse,  and  Meth, 

Streng|)e  also  wi])  hem  he  geth  ;  48 

Of  fe  seuen  werkes  [of  merci]  also- 
Lord,  yii  vs  grace  hem  wel  to  do. — 

Videte  vocacionem  vestram.     (Paul,  1  Cor.  1,  26.)  Sfiu 

"Kis  wordus  here  fat  I  ow  say, 

J     To  Eeligious  men  longen  fay  ;  52 

])113  muche  ben  fei  furte  mene, 

As  ^e  schul  heere  al  bydeene  : 

•'  Seo,"  he^  seib,  "  bi-holde  ae  >  sc.  Poui  •s'ee  tr 

'  -^ '  ^  ye  are 

To  what  fing  je  cleped  be."  56   ™"«i: 

)3at  he  seijj,  hem  to  redresse 

And  to  sturen  hem  to  Parfytnesse. 

fEor^  eueri  Mon  fat  lyuef  here  '  r.j>erfor 

Ouhte  ha  loye  and  Serwe  I-fere  :  60 

loye  for  fe  worf ily  wonynge 

Jjat  is  ordeynt  to  wel  lyuynge,^ 

Serwe  also  to  haue  f erbi 
ffor  vre  liiiynge  vnrihtfuli. 
ffor  her  seif  seint  Eusebi 
"NVortlus  fat  ben  fill  dredfuly  : 

"  A  Mon  to  Religiun  him  dresse 
Is  aller-liext  sikernesse  ;  68  ii 

N'ot  prt?-fyt  line  fer-inne  son 
Is  aller-hext  Darapnacion." 
In  Eeligiun  we  to  beo  don 

Is  aller-hext  Saluacion  :  72 

3if  fow  wolt  fat  saluacion  proue^ 
Al  fat  is  good  f on  most  lone, 
}3ou  most  loue^  eke  also  'r.  lene 

Al  fat  Eeligius^  longef  to ;  *  r.  ^e  world?  76 

J)ou  most  al  f  i  wille  3iue 
Parfytly  and  sikerly  to  Hue. 
And  seint  Be?-nard  vs  techef  in  hi^ 
To  liue  Mekeli,  loueli,  and  worschipfuli.  80 

)3at  "  worschipfuli "  is  to  mene, 
To  Godus  woi-schipe  feir  and  clene, 
)jat  f ou  do  al  fyn  entent 
To  don  al  his  Comauwdemcnt ;  84 


1  .MS.  Th.:  loy  for|>e 
liiily  religion 


64 


ft>r  tlie  re- 

lifpouH  state 
18  tlie  higliest 
saretv  or  the 


tea«-hes,  to 
tire  meekly, 
lovely,  an.l 
worsliipfully; 
worsliipfully 
as  towards 
God,  ill  doing 
His  will. 
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Wliatever 
you  do  with 
any  of  vour 
Five  Wits, 


see  if  it  be 
Ood's  will 
or  no.    If  it 
is,  do  it ;  if 
not,  don't. 


2.  What  is 
God's  will  ? 
'I'liat  we  be 
holy. 


3.  Then  leam 
what  makes  a 
man  holy. 


o.  Knowledge 
of  Truth, 


b.  Love  of 
goodness. 
5'o  know  God, 
that  is  Truth, 
tliiiu  must 
know  thyself. 


sittyiig 


4.  Self-know- 
ledge 

may  be  got 
by  thinking 
what  we 
were,  are, 
and  shall  be. 


To  don  his  biddyng  fou  not  asterte 
In  al  fat  fou  may  fenke  wij)  herte, 
And  loke  J)0u  no  Jjing  \er-oi  breke 
WiJ)  al  fat  ])ou  wij)  mou|)  mai  sjieke, 
Or  worche  in  dede  wijj-oute  striuo 
"VViJ)  eny  of  fi  wittes  fyue, 
Wij)  si3t  of  E3e,  wij?  Tonge  tastyng, 
Smellyng  of  K'eose,  of  Eve  heryng ; 
What  ])ou  dost  bi  wei  or  strete 
Wif  bodi  worching,  going  wif  feetc, 
Liggyng,  stondyng,  fenkyiig'^  also, 
Loke  yd  hit  beo  godus  wille  or  no. 
3if  hit  beo  his  wille,  do  hit  son  ; 
3if  hit  ne  beo,  hit  not  don, 
Do  hit  not  fenne  for  no  maystiie, 
]5ou3  foil  scholdest  )5e?"fore  dye. — 
Jjewne  niony  mon  loud  and  stille 
"Wol  aske,  what  is  godus  wille. 
Hit  is  to  vs  bojje  more  and  les 
To  haue  vs  euere  in  holynes. — ■ 

Jjenne  is  to  wite  what,  and  whi, 
Jjat  makej)  a  mon  fenne  holi. 
Two  finges  fer  ben  In  worchyng  : 
}5at  on  is  loue,  fat  ofur  knowyng ; 
}5at  is  knowyng  of  alle  sofnes, 
And  loue  of  alle  grete  goodnes. 
To  knowyng  of  go  1  fat  is  sof nes 
Maist  f  ou  not  come  in  blod  and  flesch 
Bote  to  knowe^  fin  owne  flesch,^ 
And  also  3  godus  grete  goodnes, 
Maistou  not  come,  as  I  f  e  mene, 
Wif-outen  loue  of  fin  Euencristene. 
To  knowyng  of  f  i-sel[f]  maistou 
Come  f  orwli  good  f  enkyng  nou  ;  ^ 
)3ou  may3t  come  to  godus  knowynge 

jjorwh  fin  owne  feire  plesynge.'^       ^  per  puram  contemplacionem 

To  knowe  f  i-self  old  or  3inge 

Maistou  come  bi  f  is  bithinkynge  : 

Jjenk  bisiliche,  I  preye  f  e. 

What  fou  weore,  art,  and  schalt  be,  .  124 


88 


92 


96 


100 


104 


108 


112 


\>c,r\\  knowyng 

self  :•" 

to  loue  of 


116 


1  Sp.  per  frequentem 
meilitacionein 
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ffurst  as  to  ]ji  bodi  here, 

Se))J)he  to  fi  soule  fat  is  so  dere. 

As  to  Jji  bodi :  foulore  hit  is 

)3en  euer  was  eny  donge,  I-wis — 

"Was  neuer  jit  dounge  so  foule 

)3at  wolde  so  stinke,  rote  and  moule ; 

j3ou  weore  in  so  gret  fuljie  igete, 

Abhominable  hit  is  ]3e7"of  to  speke ; 

)3ou  schalt  beo  dilyueret  to  frete 

To  Todus  and  ojjur  wormes  mete. 

What  Jjou  hast  ben  &  art,  haue  in  mynde, 

J3at  Jji  soule  beo  not  beo-hynde ; — 

"What  jji  soule  schal  beo  in  tyme  comyng, 

May  no  nion  knowe  but  heuene-kyng. 

Jjenk  fou  hast  In  chele  and  hete 
I-do  niony  wikkednesse  and  grete, 
])enk  also,  hem  to  redresse 
J30W  hast  laft  mony  gret  goodnesse. 

)jenk  also,  fat  fis  beo  not  weyued, 
)3at  longe  hast  lyued,  and  muche  reseiued, 
And  hou  fou  hast  spendet  fat  reseit ; 
To  fe  fenne  wol  f is  beo  ful  strait : 
ffor  vch  a  tyme,  drede  ]je  noujt, 
Jjat  f ou  hast  not  on  god  I-foujt, 
|3ou  hast  so  loren  of  f  i  dispens 
And  don  a^eyn  fi  lordus  defens — 
ffor  hit  is  vr  lordus  biddyng 
To  loue  him  ouer  al  ofur  fyng. 
ffor  fou  schalt  jelde  also  a-counte 
"What  vch  an  Idel  word  wol  amounte, 
Also  to  Acou7Jtes  fou  schalt  beo  broujt 
Ifor  eue/ieh  Idel  werk  and  fouht ; 
And  as  vch  an  her  on  fin  hed  is  wried 
J3at  is  saued  schal  beo  glorifyed, 
Also  schal  no  fing  ascape 
Wif-outen  a-cou?«te  erly  or  late.  .  .  . 
ffor  fe  soule  fer  hit  is  holde, 
Is  more  fen  al  f is  worldus  molde — 
Here  is  muche  of  god  us  grace  ! 
3it  schal  hit  ocupye  no  place. 

VERNON    MS. 


Our  body  is 
viler  tlian 
128     dung,  was 

bred  in  filth. 


132 


136 


What  our 
8onl  shall  be, 
God  only 
knows. 


140     Tliinkofour 
many  ai;d 


and  how  we 
have  spent 
14-i    our  tinae. 


Whenever 
we  have  not 
148     thought  on 
God. 


152 


156 


160 


164 


We  shall  be 
cald  to  ac- 
irount  for 
every  idle 
deed  and 
thought. 
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Our  bodies 
and  souls  nre 
all  astray. 


Our  soul  now 
lias  little 
);ood,  little 
sense  and 
power. 


We  oovet 
things  of 
no  worth. 


We  are  often 
de<reivd  liy 
vainslory, 
hope  and 
I'eiir. 


We  are 
changeable. 


We  are  easily 
tempted. 


S.God's 
goodness. 


He  made  us 
in  His  like- 
ness. 


J3e  Bodi  and  fe  soule  ben  al  a-stray, 

Diuerse  Jjou3tes,  willes,  disires  al  day  : 

Ho  mihte  fenne  seche  his  herte  so  ni^ 

To  ^iue  acouwtes  al  trewely 

Of  al  J?at  euere  he  hedde  mys-wrouht 

Or  eny  mis-dede  hedde  in  fonht  1 

Seo))  now,  breferen  bi  ten  or  twelue, 

How  36  ha  neode  to  knowe  or-selue  ! — 

Tac  good  3eme  what  jjoii  [now]  art 

To  soule,  and  let  hit  not  astart, 

Whon  ))ou  hast  in  fe  luytel  of  goode, 

Luitel  of  wit  and  pouwer  and  moode, 

J3is  is  J)iis  muche  forte  say 

])at  J)ou  coueytest  vche  a  day 

Jping  fat  nouht  is  worj)  in  dede 

I^e  J?at  jje  helpe  mai  at  gret  nede. 

Help  vs  god  J)at  sittef  on  lofte, 

ffor  elles  beo  we  bigyled  ofte, 

Ojjurwhile  ])orwh  Kagywge  as  vnwitti, 

And  ofurwhile  beo  veyn^  glori ;  > 

Kow  are  we  trauaylet  in  to  drede  I-lope, 

Xow  beo  fe  wey  of  fals  hope. 

)3ow  art  so  chaungable  be-hy?2de  &  bi-forn, 

)?at  we  wol  to-day  we  wol  not  to-niorn  ; 

Ofte  vr-seluen  for  to  plese 

Are  we  aboute  worldly  ese, 

But  we  haue  hem  at  vr  wille 

"We  beo  turniented,  us  ])i?ike])  Avi])^  ille  : 

Whon  fou  hem  at  pi  wille  most  hast, 

)3eu  art  J)ou  wi]j  hem  agreued  mast. 

)?enk  wel  3it,  I  rede  ]je, 
Hou  liht  Jjou  art  to  tempted  be, 
fEebel  and  Brutel  to  stonde  a-3eyn, 
Redi  to  asente  wi])  al  oure  mayn. 
Of  alle  Jjeos  Merueylous  chaunces 
Vr  lord  hajj  sent  vs  diliueraunces. 
And  vche  oJ)ur  day  J)erfore^  > 

He  vs  dilyuere])  more  and  more.- 

"Whon  fou  weore  nou3t,  he  formede  Jje, 
\i\  soule  to  his  liknesse  to  be, 
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A  ad  J»y  stinky  nde  bodi  also 
tfoormed  he  wilp  lymes  two, 
So  feir  and  noble  and  of  gret  prise 
J3at  no  Mon  may  no  such  deuise. 

)jenk  bisUiche,  90 
)3at  louejj  or  ffadres  and  mod  res  fre, 
Whi  30  louen  hem  so  tenderly — 
I  wolde  wite  fe  resun  Avhi. 
3if  fou  seist  Jjus,  as  so])  hit  is, 
ffor  fou  wer  born  and  geten  of  her  flesch  : 
So  don  fe  beestes,  soJj  to  say, 
Jpat  breden  of  Mo?«  and  wo??iraon  al  day. 
fie  sojje  3if  ])ou  wol  lerne  fen, 
Bodi  ne  soule  nastou  of  hem, 
But  bi  him  ful  witterli 
J3at  is  vr  lord,  god  Almihti. 
"What  heddestou  ben,  I  preye  fe, 
3if  )JOU  heddest  stille  such  i-be 
In  f  ul))e  of  synne  as  Jjou  i-gete  were  1 
fful  Abhomynable  hit  is  to  here. 

3if  ])0u  lone  brofur  or  suster  J)an 
ffor  Jiei  ben  of  fat  fflesch  i-tan 
Jjat  fou  weore  fi-self  also — 
Jjerfore  fat  loue  hast  fou  hem  to  : 
Jjou  scholdust  fea  loue  hard  and  nesch 
A  pece  of  ffadur  or  Modur  fflesch 
In  fis  Maner,  fat  I  sei  here, 
Al  on  Schomes^  fei3  hit  were.  ^  r.of-shorne 

3if  f ou  sigge  ill  fis  degre 
J3ou  louest  hem,  for  flesch  figured  fei  be 
To  f i  liknes,  and  for  fei  han 
Soule  of  god  as  f  ou  hast  tan  : 
Bi  fis  is  he  no  more  f i  brof ur 
But  on  as  muche  as  is  a-nof  ur, 
But  in  as  muche  neuer-f  e-latur 

As  3e  hedde  bofe  on  flesch-fadur,  240 

And  f enne  f  e  bigumyng^  of  vre  flesch      i  ms.  Wgimyng 
Is  stynkynde  fulf  e  neuerf eles. 

Of  0  flesch-ffadur  aUe  we  came, 
Adam  was  he  cald  bi  name ;  244 


213 


216 


220 


224 


228 


232 


We  love  our 
Father  and 
Mother. 


be<-aiue  we 
were  born  of 
tliein. 


but  our  body 
and  soul  are 
from  God. 


If  we  love 
our  Brother 
beosiuw  lie's 
one  Ueah  with 


236 


we  should 
love  every 
man  so, 
because  we 
all  had  1 
flesh-father. 


Adiiin. 

Q  2 
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aiioDier  with 

spirilual 

love. 


He  waits 
before  beat- 
ing us. 


He  forgives 


He  feeds  us. 
Jesus 


And  for  he  diide  so  gret  folye, 

Scholde  we  neuer  lone  her  fleschlye, 

Bute  vche  Mon  Jius  scholde  lone  oj5ur 

Gostlich  here  as  sustur  and  brojjur.— 

Ihesu,  ]jat  is  vr  aller  kyng, 

As  I  seide  atte  bygynnyng, 

Whon  ]jou  weor  nou^t,  Jjen  formed  he  pe. 

^Vhon  J)ou  weore  lore,  )jen  fond  fe  he, 

Whon  Jiou  weore  sold  in  sorwe  and  si7nie, 

}3en  boujt  he  ))e  wij)  muchel  Wynne ; 

Whon  Jjou  were  diht,  i-dampned  also, 

j3on  mihtfulliche  he  saued  J»e  ]jo ; 

Whon  j?ou  weore  boren  in  synne  eke, 

He  Baptised  ))e  wiJ)  wordus  swete. 

And  whon  J)ou  sungest,  al  day  to  se, 

Jjen  Mekeliche  he  soffrej)  fe, 

And  longe  he  wol  jit  J>e  ahyde, 

Eesseyue  fe  aftur,  so  may  be-tyde, 

And  putte  ))e  in  to  his  swete  couent, 

Eiier  to  beo  to  him  present. 

Whon  fou  mis-dost,  he  wol  pe  ]5rete, 

Longe  he  bydej)  ar  he  wol  bete ; 

Whon  ]Jou  syngest  wi|)  wille  fre, 

fful  sone  wol  he  for-jiue  hit  \q. 

Whon  ])0u  mis-gost  eke  also, 

He  fe  Amende]?  wif  wille  ful  fro, 

Whon  pat  pou  in  doute  art*  ouht, 

In  to  fe  techyng  he  haj)  ])e  bronht ; 

Whon  pou  art  huwgri  in  eny  neode, 

ffeire  he  ordeyne])  \q  to  ffeede  ; 

Whon  foil  hast  colde,  he  Avarme))  fe,  Mon, 

Whon  J)ou  hast  hete,  he  kelefi  ))e  pon ; 

Whon  J)ou  wakest,^  he  sauej)  J)e  so,  '  y> 

Whon  pou  slepest,  he  kepe|)  J)e  to ; 

Whon  ])0U  rist  vp,  he  )je  sosteynej), 

Whon  J)ou  fallest,  he  Jje  reisej), 

Whon  ))0U  sittest,  he  halt  ))e  ek, 

Whon  J)ou  stondest,  he  strengfef  ))i  feet, 

And  also,  so))  for  to  say. 

He  vndursitte])  }>e  euere  and  ay ; 
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and  comforts 


6.  For  these 
beiietits  \vc 
slioiilil  ■ 
alwiiyg 


"Wlion  Jjou  gost,  he  wol  J)e  lede, 

■\Yhon  ))ou  a3eyn  twrnest,  resseyuejj  fe  eke, 

"Whon  Jjou  gost  mis,  a-3eyn  callejj  he,^         » r.N 

Whon  |)ou  art  seek,  J)i  cumfort  to-  be. —    *  r.  «oi?     288 

Such  goodnesses  in  mony  degi-e 

Haf  vr  lord  god  I-do  for  fe. 

And  goodnesse  in  fyn  herte  wore, 

\)o\x  weore  holden  euer-more  292 

Alle  dayes  to  fenke  [on  l)im]  I-wis, 

And  alle  tyuies  to  Jjonke  for  jjis, 

AUe  dayes  to  speke  to  [him]  Aboue 

And  alle  dayes  him  hertly  loue,^  '  =  i-raise  296   praise  Him, 

And  also  wel,  jit  i  fe  say. 

On  niht  as  vppon  J)e  day. 

)jerfore  pou  fat  art  J)us  wroujt, 

At  euere  and  morwe  haue  fus  fi  foujt  300 

Hou  mony  Jjousund  men  ia  say 

Han  pensched  in  \ai  niht  or  fat  day, 

Su?ume  in  bodi,  so))  hit  is, 

SujJime  in  soule  leosen  her  blis  ;  304 

Su7?ime  in  fuire  and  ofur  maneere, 

Su??ime  in  water  fat  is  so  clere  ; 

Summe  Eobbed  and  woundet  also ; 

Summe  sodeynly  to  def  han  go  308 

Wif-outen  schrif  and  hosul  fen 

)jat  hem  f  e  rihte  wei  scholde  ken, 

And  for  defaute  of  Confessiun 

Parauntur  go  to  dampnaciun.  312 

"NEnk  also,  a-nof ur  is  fis 

y   Jjat  niht  and  day  moni  mon  is 

ffalle  in  peril  of  soule  way, 

Jjat  fe  fend  haf  mad  hem  stray,  316 

Jjat  is  to  sei  f us  forf i 

In  f  e  seuen  synnes  dedly : 

In  Glotenye  and  Lecherie, 
Monslaujt  also  and  Envye.  320 

And  of  alle  f  eose  wikkede  chaunses 
Haf  crist  mad  fe  diliuerauwces. 
He  haf  f  e  saued  as  mihti  kyng 
Wif-outen  f yn  owne  deseruyiig  !  324 


and  think 
how  many 
otl\er  folk 
have  died. 


wounded. 


and  perhaps 


We  sJioulil 
t)\ink  how 
many  have 
fallen  into 
the  7  Deadly 


and  from  .ill 
these,  Christ 
has  delivei-d 
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Wiiat  have 
we  done  for 
Him? 


He  is  ever 
busy,  caring 
for  U8. 


Every  morn- 
ing we  should 
thank  Him 


for  keeping 
U8  sar'e  and 
sound. 


we  should 
pray  God 
mercy  for 
our  sins. 


And  what  hastou  don  him  and  whare 

j)at  hap  ])e  kept  from  al  pis  care  ? 

3if  ]?ou  toke  Jjus  goode  kepe 

Whon  pou  awakest  of  pi  slepe,  328 

Hou  mony  goodnesses  he  hap  pe  do, 

And  euer  is  to  pe  aboute  mo, 

Jjow  schuldest  him  loue  souereynli 

Ouer  al  pis  world,  witterli ;  332 

])o\x  schalt  him  fynde  so  bisy  now 

Euermore  a-boute  pi  prow 

As  non  opur  pyng  he  aboute  were 

But  pe  to  kepe  whil  pou  art  here.  336 

Whon  pou  hast  poujt  in  pis  wyse, 

A-Morwe  soone  vp  arise 

And  ponke  pi  lord  of  al  pis  goode, 

|5dt  for  pe  wolde  dye  on  Eoode,  340 

And  sei  to  him  wip  herte  fre 

In  pis  maner  pat  i  sei  to  pe  : 

^^racias  ago  tihi,  domine  Ihesu  crlste,  qui  me  [^mise- 

\jr  fum  peccatorem'\^  in  hue  node  custodi\sfi\  \_pro- 

texisti],  visltasti,  sanum  saluum   ^   incolimem 

ad  hanc  horam  peruenire  fecAsti,  ^  pro  alijs  vniuersis 

heneficiis  que^  michi  taa  sola  honitate  covhdisti.    Qui 

viuis  Sf  ?-egnas  tZeus  per  omnia.^  i  ms.  qui 

Sey  pus,  for  hit  is  to  pi  by-heue,  343 

Bope  on  Morwen  and  at  eue.    ^  Tlie  EngUsU  translation  is  omitted. 

3"l^Enk  penne,  I  rede,  also,     ^  w.  355—362  are  not  in  tiie  spec. 
J     Ar  pat  pou  to  pi  bed  go, 
Hou  pou  hast  spendet  pi  tyme  honeste 
Whon  pou  vp  ros  til  pou  go  to  reste  ;  348 

And  whon  pou  hast  bi-pou3t  pe  wel, 
Bi-sech  god  merci  eueridel 
Of  al  pe  synnes  pat  pou  hast  wrou3t. 
And  goodnesse  pou  hast  do  nou3t  352 

Whil  vr  lord  pe  lante  miht, 
In  pat  day  ne  in  pat  niht. 
And  loke  pou  do  non  opur  dede 

Til  pou  haue  pe  Coraaundet,  I  rede,  356 

])&  and  alle  opur  goode  eke 
In  to  pe  bond  of  god  ful  meke, 
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1  The  Latin  text  (In  manus 
tuas  &c.)  is  omitted. 

360 


And  penne  schaltou  fus^  say 
In  pis  Manere,  I  pe  pray.  .  .  . 
What  Jjeos  wordus  ben  to  mene, 
3e  schul  on  Englich  here  bi-dene  : 
"  Tn  to  pin  hondes,  lord  verray, 

I    And  in  to  pin  holy  Aungeles  ay, 
I  be-teche  pis  ilke  niht 
Mi  bodi  and  soule  to  pe  be  diht, 
Mi  breperen  and  my  sustren  alle, 
And  al  my  frendes,  wliat-so  bi-falle, 
And  my  nexte  frendes  eke, 
And  al  my  gode  doeres,  1  beo-seke, 
And  also  I  be-seche  at  ene 
Alle  opur  cristene  for  to  mene. 
Kep  vs,  lord,  pis  niht  in  hije, 
jjorwh  pe^  beo-sechyng  of  pi  Modur  Marie      •  ms.  i>\ 
And  of  al  halewen  also 
]3at  euer  weore  on  eorpe  i-do, 
ffrom  vices  and  couetyse  vn-hende 
And  fErom  temptaciuu  of  pe  fende, 
Of  sodeyn  dep  vnwarned  to  telle, 
And  also  from  pe  pyne  of  helle  ; 
Liht  myn  herte  of  pe  holy  gost, 
As  pou  art  lord  of  mihtes  most, 
And  of  pi  grete  grace  pou  me  take, 
To  pi  Comaundemens  me  boxu;M  make, 
And  neuer  beo  departet  from  pe 

Wip-outen  ende,  so  mot  hit  be." 

3if  pou  vse  pis-Maner  ping, 
pen.  schaltou  haue  sopfast  knowyng. 
To  knowe  pi  lord  in  whom  is  al, 
Jjat  hap  pe  Mad  and  saue  schal. 
Loke  penne  pat  pis  beo  pe  rif , 

Her-wip  to  lede  holy  lyf. 

l^reo  Maners  per  beo  pen 

J     Of  Conte7Hplaciun  vs  to  ken  : 

\)e  furste  of  hem  pat  per  is, 

In  Creatures  hit  is,  i-wis  ; 

J3at  opur  in  holy  -writ,  we  fynde  ; 

)5e  pridde  in  god  and  in  his  kynde. 


And  every 
niffht  we 
should  say. 


3G4 


368 


myself, 

iiiy  friends, 
benefactors. 


372 


376 


380 


and  all 
Christians. 
Keep  us  frotn 


temptation 
and  sudueii 
death! 


384 


388 


392 


396 


Let  nie  nev 
be  parted 
from  Thee; 


7.  Tliere  are  3 
kinds  of  Con- 
templation : 

1.  in  Crea- 
tures, 


S.  in  Hdy 
Writ. 
3.  iu  God. 
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I.  Contempla- 
tion of  (iod  in 
His  crea- 
tures. 


Three  things 


1.  Power, 

2.  Wit, 

3.  Goodness, 


1.  His  power 
iippears  in 
tlieir  great- 
ness. 


2.  His  wit :  to 
some  He  has 
given  being 
only,  as  to 
stones ; 


(to  others 
being  and 
living,) 


to  others 
being,  living, 
and  feeling, 
as  to  beasts : 


to  others 
being,  living, 
feeling,  and 
reason. 


1  MS.  )>is 


'  2  vv.  wanting  (Miht  is  ap- 
propred  to  god  \>e  Fader). 

405 


408 


Contemplaciun  is,  siker  je  beo, 
J3e  goodnesse  of  god  for  to  seo. 
Bi  his^  Creatures  may  ))ou  seo  fan 
}5reo  J)inges  ben  In  god  and  Man; 
}5is  freo  ben,  vs  to  redresse  : 
Miht,  wit,  and  gret  goodnesse.^  . 
Wit  to  god  J)at  is  sone, 
Goodnes  to  god  holigost  in  wone. 
Jjorwh  his  miht,  fat  wel  was  torned. 
Alls  finges  fei  ben  formed ; 
Jjorwh  his  wit,  so  wel  demeyned, 
AUe  Jjinges  wysliche  he^  ordeyned ; 
)5orwh  his  goodnesse,  not  denyed, 
Alle  J>eose  finges  he^  multiplyed. 
His  pouwer  maistou  seo  fe  laft 
jjorwh  her  gretnesse  and  here  schaft ; 
His  wit  also  wijj-outen  distaunce 
)jorwh  heore  bomite^  and  ordynauwce ; 
His  godnesse  may  we  seo  ful  newe 
Bi  heore  Multiplicaciun  and  vertuwe. 
Heore  gretnesse  may  we  seo 
Wi])  foure  propurtes^  fat  fer  beo,     >  Lat.  dimensiones 
J3at  is  folliche  for  to  say 
jjorwh  heore  heijnesse  and  depnesse  ay, 
Jje  ofur  two  ben  of  strengfe 
]5at  is^  forwh  heore  brede  and  lenge,       '  Ms.was 
His  wit  maistou  seo  ful  breme, 
3if  fou  ferof  take  good  jeme, 
]5er  as  he  haf  jiue  sum  creature  fore 
Beoyng  wif-outen  eny  more, 
J3at  is  as  muche  forte  say 
As  stones  fat  ben  in  world  al  day 

He  haf  ^iue  to  of ur  fynge 
Lyf,  beoynge,  and  fleoynge,^ 
And  al  fise  ben  bi  his  hestes 
To  fat  f ing  fat  men  callen  best 

To  of  ur  haf  he  jiuen  also 
Lyf,  beoynge,  and  fleoinge^  bo. 
And  also  more  f  ing  of  Eenoun 
He  haf  to  hcm^  I-jiue  resoun  ; 


400 


412 


beaute       416 


420 


424 


428 

Some  vv.  wanting :  (to  sum  being 
k  lining  as  to  treon  &  grases). 
1 


r.  felynge 


.  felynge 


432 


436 
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J3is  fing  is  I-jiuen  |:en 

BoJ)e  to  Aungel  and  to  men. 

Stones  noting  may  J)ei  feele, 

Ne  grases,  and  3it  lyue  fei^  "wele ; 

Bestes  lyuen  and  felep  fe  ; 

Mon  lyuej)  and  waxe])  as  doj)  J?e  tre, 

And  as  a  Best  feelejj,  he  do]?, 

And  resun  as  Angel  ha))  he  sof. 

)3enk  |)ou  on  jjat  dignite 

To  creature  of  Mon  is  3iue  so  fre, 

Hou  J)at  his  ^ift  wij)  honoures 

Sormounteji  alle  ojjur  Creatoures. 

jjerfore  seij)  Austyn  Jius  fol  riht : 

"I  nolde  ben  Aungel,  |»ei3  I  miht, 

Heore  stat-wolde  I  forsake  ]jan 

ffor  JJat  stude  was  purueyed  for  man." 

"KEnk  also,  Mon  is  worpi 

J     Gret  schenschipe,  witerli, 

J3at  wol  not  Hue  at  godus  wills 

And  his  Comauridemens  folfille, 

Whon  alle  Creatures  fat  ben  and  were 

Ben  ordeynd  for  monnes  mestere. 

jpe  goods  bestes'  fat  meks  beo  fon, 
Beo])  maad  for  freo  finges  for  mon  : 
ffor  to  helpen  vs  wiJ?-outen  fuyle, 
As  schep,  hors,  kuyn,  in  vre  trauayle ; 
And  vs  to  feede,^  and  vs  to  cloJ?e,  »  r.  iiyde?  cf.  ms.  TUomu 
As  lejjer,  fflesch^  and  wolle  bojje,^ 
As  Corn  on  eorfe  and  foules  to  be 
And  also  f&ssches  in  fe  See. 

}3e  nuy3ing  gra3es^  and  bestes  venimous 
Ben  ordeynd  for  Jjreo  jjinges  to  vs  : 
ffor  chastisyng,  and  amendement. 
And  for  techyng  wi])  good  entent. 
Chatised  and  punissched  we  ben  in  route 
"Whon  we  ben  hurt,  and  in  such  douts  j^ 

And  fat  is  ful  derWOrfli  >  t.  e.  in  doubt  of  being  Iiurt 

Of  Godus  owne  grete  raerci —  476 

Jjerfore  bodili  he  com  ^?rf;.^o?ao!^:;e'ff  Z^^ 

To  Chastise  vs,  bofe  god  and  Mon,i  S'punSua^^^ll^y^ 


440 


444 


448 


452 


456 


460 


464 


468 


472 


Man  lives 
like  a  tree, 
feeU  like  a 
beast,  and 
has  Reason 
like  an  Angel. 


Manisblarae- 
worthy  if 
he'll  not  lire 
after  God's 
will: 


for  all  crea- 
tures are 
made  for 
num  only : 


Harmful 
creatures  are 
ordaind  to 
cliastise, 
amend,  and 
teach  us. 


All  our  woe 
comes  from 
our  sin. 

When  little 
beiists  grieve 
118,  we  should 
think  how 
fi-uil  we  are. 


Lift  up  thy 
heart  and 
think  of  the 
power,  wit, 
and  goodness 
of  God: 


480 


484 


492 


496 


234   XXXII.   How  to  live  perfectly.    Contem'jplcdion  of  God. 

J3at  we  nere  dampned  wijj-outew  ende 

fEor  to  dwelle  wijj  Jie  ffende. 

We  ben  araendet  whil  we  wol  mynne 

)?at  al  vr  wo  comej)  fro  vr  synne ; 

"Whon  we  seo  \q  sojje  pus 

So  sraale  creatures  may  gieuen  vs, 

)3en  may  we  pinke  fat  we  be 

fful  of  ffebelnesse  and  of  ffrelete, 

We  ouliten  alle  to  beo  ful  ^Meke, 

Wlion  we  godus  werkes  wol  se  and  seke  .  .  .i         488 

Whon  bou  hast  bus  monvfolde  ^  The  3rd  point  (teaching  of 

I  r  J  noious  creatures)  is  wanting. 

)3e  werkes  of  god  foUiche  beo-holde, 
Lift  vp  J)yn  herte  wi])  wille  liht 
And  J5enk  ]?e  Muchelnes  of  Godus  miht, 
)5at  alle  fiiig  ordeynej?  in  delyt, 
And  al  hit  is  for  vre  p?'ofyt. 

A,  Lord,  Merci !  what  schul  we  say 
Bot  we  Jje  serue  to  pi  pay  ? 
Al  pat  he  vs  jaf  to  Multiplie, 
Alle  po  Bestes  we  distruye ; 
3if  God  ordeyne  and  forme  hem, 
We  beo  bisi  to  strui3e  hem  pen.^ 
Loue^  God  for  his  goodnesse  ; 
Honoure  him  for  his  feirnesse ; 
Glorifye  him  at  pi  redres 
And  also  for  his  grete  p?'ouwes. — 
T^En  is  per  a-nopur  degre 
J     Of  Contemplaciun,  I  telle  pe, 
\)e  wjuche  trewe  and  sop  is  hit : 
)3at  ia  cald  holy  writ ; 
)5at  wol  teche  pe  wip-Inne, 
To  drawe  pe  from  peril  of  synne, 
}je  peyne  forte  douten  ay, 
To  loue  pe  loye  pat  come  may. 
And  euer  loke,  aboute  pou  be 
To  holde  wip  pe  Charite,^ 
]?is  world  also  in  alle  wyse 
)?ou  beo  aboute  to  dispise  ; 
Loke  pou  what  is  to  done, 
And  also  loke  what  is  to  schone.^ 


1  Some  verses  oin.?       500 
1  al.  \>e\  1.;  loue  =  praise 


504 


II.  Another 
kind  of  Con- 
templation i 
Holy  Writ. 


Holy  Writ 

teaches  us  to 
avoid  sin. 


508 


512 


1  513-U  ought  to  follow  the 

2  vv.  om.  alter  518.     The 
text  is  liere  very  cornipt. 


'  2  vv.  om.,  ef.  Spec. :  Quan- 
tum illuminat  intelleetum  in 
cognitiniie  veritatis,  et  quan- 
tum inHamniat  affectum  in 
fervorc  caritatis. 
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Of  \\s  tv70  J)inges  seruen  hit 

Al  fat  is  writen  in  lioly  writ : 

}3is  ben  \o  two,  to  trowe, 

J3at  ])ou  schalt  hofe  leeue^  and  knowe^ 
'\y3uche  ben  JjB  seuen  synnes  dedly, 
And  ])e  seuen  vertuwes  ferby, 
Jje  ten  Comauredemens  al-wey, 
And  fe  twelf  Articles  of  fe  fey, 
And  fe  seuen  3iftus  of  fe  holigost. 
And  ])e  seuen  sacremens  most, 
And  fe  seuen  werkes  of  Meici, 
And  J)e  vertu-wes  of  Jie  EwangeliV 
And  J)e  loyes  also  of  heuen 
And  JJe  peynes  of  helle  to  nemen. 


520 


1  r.  loue 

*  2  vv.  orn. ;  Spec. : 
Ex  scriptiira  debes     jj^,^.  ^^^^ 
extral.ere  et  c<«nos-    t^^,^.-,,^,  „^  t,,g 
•*'^=  Sins,  Virtueo, 

Comniand- 
meiits, 
Creed,  &c. 


528 


•  nieTpraiersoftlie 
P:iterMost->r  are  oin. 
Iierc  and  in  the  poem. 


Off  \)e  seuen  dedly  si/nnes. 

SEuen  Sinnes  fer  ben  dedly  : 
Pruide,  Wrajjjje,  Sleu)je,  and  Envy, 
Glotonye,  and  gredines  ^  also,       1  =  couetise,  cf.  v.  eos. 
Couetyse-  and  lecheri,  wij)  hem  to  go.       *  om.  coue 
Pruide  no-ping  elles  ne  is 
Bote  loue  to  muche  monnes  hihnes. 
And  of  him  comej?  o|)ur  seuene  : 
Vnbuxumnes,  Jiat  drawef  from  heuene, 
A3eynes  god,  be  fou  serteyn, 
Or  elles  a3eyn  his  souereyn ; 
J5at  is  to  sei,  I  telle  \)e  son, 
To  leue  fat  is  hym  beden  don^- 
]5us  is  he  peired  and  not  mendet, 
He  dofi  Jjing  pat  him  is  defendet.  >  r.  And  do 

]?at  oJ)ur  ping  is  Auauntyng, 
1  Whon  mon  of  ojjur  monnes  ping 
And  to  him-self  bi  wikkednes 
lie  hatep  and  biingej)  hiwi  in  distres, 

);e  fridde  spice  is  Ypocrisye, 
Whon  mon  feinej)  hi??i  to  haue  in  hi3 
Holines  pat  he  hap  nouht. 


532 


535 


540 


544 


1  Tliese  vv.  are  corrupt ;  cf. 
V.  pr.  tr. :  wlion  a  mon 
avaiiHte(>  him  of  good  )>at 
lie  ha)>  of  a-no})er  or  of  an 
vuel  (Til.  of  ill)  }>at  he  haj) 
of  himself. 


1.  Pride. 

2.  Wrath, 

3.  Sloth, 

4.  Envy, 

5.  Gluttony, 
<>.  Covetous- 
iiess, 

7.  Lechery. 

I.  Pride, 
and  its  7 
branches : 


2.  Boasting, 


3.  Hypocrisy, 


552 


j)e  ffeorpe  spice,  hit  is  pen 
Dispit  pat  he  hap  to  opur  men, 


hut,  Th.  hyJes. 


556 


236 


Three  tilings 
make  men 
proud : 


2.  acquired 
faculties, 


II.  Envy. 


1  MS.  men 
'^  r.  repieuet>? 
(Th.  lesses). 

560 


564 


XXXII.     JIow  to  live  -perfectly.    Pride  and  Envy. 

Wlioii  mo?i^  rehercej)2  ofwr  mennes  good  dede, 
He  wolde  beo  holde  ])c  beter  in  leode. 

)3e  ffyfjje  spice  is  Arrogau72ce  boun, 
Wlion  a  Mon  Make])  comparisoun 
Bi-twenen  bis  vuel  doynges 
And  o\\\x  ine?ines  for  eny  finges, 
tfor  his  wikkednes  and  trespas 
Scbolde  .seme  mucbe  fe  las. 

J5e  sixte  spice  is  boldnes^  in  nome, 
Whon  a  Mon  haf  no  schome 
Of  his  grete  wikkednes  forJ)i 
Jpat  he  haj)  don  so  openly. 

)?e  seuenjje  Elaciun  is  to  rede, 
Whon  mon  is  proud  of  his  vuel  dede. 

jjou  sclialt  Avite  bofe  in  and  out 
J?at  ])is  Jireo  pinges  make])  Mon  prout : 
}?at  is  to  wite  and  haue  in  muynde 
)3e  goodes  fat  he  hajj  of  kuynde, 
)5at  is  of  ^  feirnes,  or  streng])e  to  say, 
Or  souereyn  wit,  or  ISToblay — 
)3at  noblei  calls  I  in  fis  stage 
He  jjat^  is  prout  of  hei  lynage. 

J3at  opur  Jjing  is  and  euer  was 
)3e  godus  fat  men  ban  of  purchas, 
As  Avittes,^  vertuwes  euerichane, 
Graces,!  Dignite,  and  eke  good  fame 

)5e  fridde  is  worldly  godus  fus. 
As  Clo])iwge,  housynge,  Eentes,  possessions, 
Meyne,  and  also  gret  honour 
Of  fe  worldly  finges  in  eueri  stour. 

Off  Envye  comef,  haue  we  no  care, 
loye  of  ofur  mennes  vuel-fare. 
And  also  to  make  sweryng^  gret  i  r.  sei 

ffor  o\ur  mennes  wel-farynge  and  get. 
And  jjat  may  ben  in  herte  stinkynge,! 
Or  in  Mouj)  jjorwh  Bakbytynge, 
Or  in  werkes  of  vuel  en  tent 
)5orwh  defaute  of  good  entisement.^ 

Chidyng  waxef  of  Wraffe  fen, 
Swellyng  of  herte  amonges  men, 


568 


572 


576 


,  J>at  he 


580 

1  Til.  cnnnynge,  V.  sciens, 
Sp.  seientla. 
1  al.  gnice 


584 


588 


•  Sp.  per  afBictionem, 
Th.  wttA  lykynge 

592 


Ip.  per  subtractionem  boni 
vel  incitamentum  niali. 


596 
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1  TV.  601  and  602  to  be  transp.    Sp. 
desperatio,    negligeiitia  erga    dei 


604 


»  soMS.TIi.  (V.  frble 
rest} ;  Sp.  iiiquietndo. 


608 


r.  fiiH>c,  V.  Pr.  tr.  M])e 
Sp.  iinmaiiditia 


Schomeful  wordus  J>enke  to  seyn, 

Sclaundre,  and  also  gret  dedeyn. 

Of  slou3))e  come])  drerines,  wikkednws,  and  swelli7ig 

Of  foul  wille,  wi))  gret  pretyng,  600 

Aboute  godus  comau/idemens  not  to  do, 

Wonhope,  Eechelesnesse  also,^ 

Outrage  wille  of  herte  to  sen 

Aboute  J)inges  fat  defeudet  ben. 

Off  gredines^  comejj  tresun  prest, 
fForswerynges,  and  wikked  rest. 
Violence,  and  hardues  of  herte 
Ajeynes  ^Nlerci  wij)  niuchel  vnqnerte. 
y%Enne  ])er  comej)  of  Glotonye 
J     Yeyne  gladnesse,  and  Lecherye, 
ffulfi,^  Muche  speche  in  liijiug, 
And  ful  feble  vndurstondyug. 
Of  Lecherie  come])  blyndnes  of  herte. 
In  Orisun  wi])  muchel  vnqwerte — 
In  al  J)e  preyers  he  scholde  in  be 
Nis  ])er  wiJ)  him  no  stabidte ; 
Of  him  coii;e]j  fool-hastines  also, 
Loue  of  him-self  wol  wiJ)  hym  go, 
Hate  of  god  fat  vs  bouht, 
Loue  of  fis  world  fat  is  nouht, 
Drede  of^  dispeir  Is  al  his  wone 
Of  fe  world  fat  is  to  come. 
J?oose  ben  fe  seuen  dedly  synnes  forf  i 
Wei  may  f  ei  ben  cald  dedli : 

J>e  furste  f  reo  dispoylef  f  e  mon, 

]5e  ffeorf  e  abatef  hym  as  he  con, 

Jpe  ffyff e  byndff  him  in  bonde,^ 

J3e  Sixte  deseyuef  him  in  londe, 

J5e  seuenfe  him  put  in  fraldome. 
Him  to  muche  harm  and  schome. 
ffor  Pruide,  beo  f ou  f erof  bolde, 
Bi-nymef  a  ^fon  his  god^  to  holde ; 
And  Envye  bi-nymef  also  him  fro 
His  enencristen,^  from  god  to  go 
WK\f f he,  fat  is  a  schrewed  delf, 
Bi-nymef  a  Mon  liis  owne  self; 


612 


616 


620 


624 


VI.  GInttony. 


VII.  Lechery. 


The  7  Deadly 

Sins, 

and  the  evils 

of  theiu. 


Sp.  prosteniit  euni 


628 


»  MS.  good,  cf.  V.  652. 

633 

I  MS.  owne  self,  of.  6&1. 


Tlie  evils  of 
1.  Pride, 


636 
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6.  Glnttonj", 

7.  Lechery. 


Of  Sloujje  ]5at  ilke  foule  synne 
Euere  hit  tormente))  hymme  ;  ^ 
Gredines  in  eueri  toun 
Caste))  J)e  vnsely  mon  adoim  ; 
Glotenye  deseyue))  hym  in  luytel  stage 
Lecherie  put  him  in  foul  seruage. 


640 


Seuen  Uessynges  of  god} 


Tlie  remedies 
astuiiist  the  7 
Deadly  Sins 
are  tlie  7 
Blessings  of 
the  Gospel. 


1.  Blessed  are 
the  Poor  in 
Spirit. 


.S.  Blessed  are 
tliey  who 
mourn. 


4.  Blessed  are 
the  Merciful. 


5.  Blessed  are 
they  who 
hunger  after 
Kighteous- 


6.  Blessed  are 
tlie  Pure  in 
Heart. 


A^ein  pis  seuene  vices  J)v 
Ordeywt  remedie  sone  Ihesus 
And  sewd  us  seue?i  vertuwes  in  hihe 
In  J)e  holy  Ewangelye/  '  Math. 

And  sei))  fus  in  ))is  Manere 
As  36  schul  her  aftur  here  : 

"  Blesset  be  \&  meke  of  spirit  euene, 
ffor  heoren  is  jje  kynedom  of  heuene  " — - 
}5is  is  a3ein  pruide  and  mood, 
Jjat  bi-nyme])  a  Mon  his  god  so  good. 

"  I-blesset  beo  pe  deboner  fen 
A3.eynes  heore  euen-cristen  men, 
fEor  pei  schul  haue  in  to  heore  honde 
Jje  lond  pat  is  euer  lastonde  " — 
Jjis  is  ajeyn  J?e  foule  Envye, 
Jjat  bi-reuep  mor  his  euencristen  trie. 

"  Blesset  beo  po  pat  wepen  ofte, 
ffor  pel  schul  beo  cu«^fortet  on  lofte" — 
))is  is  ajeynes  wrappe  to  delue, 
)jat  bi-nymep  a  Mon  him-selue. 

"  Blesset  be  pe  Merciable  men, 
ffor  god  schal  haue  Merci  of  hem  " — 
A3eynes  gredynes  pis  mot  be, 
))at  of  no  mon  he  hap  pite. 

"  Blesset  beo  po  pat  hungri  be  pen 
Aftur  Eihtful,  disyr  forte  ken, 
ffor  pei  schul  be  fed  in  blisse  " — 
))is  is  a3ein  Sloupe  and  rechelesnesse. 
"  Blesset  mote  pe  clene  of  herte  be, 
)3e  face  of  god  schul  pei  se  " — 
J3is  is  a-3eyn  glotenye  doyng, 
)3at  euer  penkep  on  flesch  lykyng. 


This  passage,  om.  in  MS.  Thonit., 
agrees  with  the  pr.  tr.  in  MS.  Vern. 

644 


648 


652 


656 


660 


664 


668 


672 
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"  Blesset  be  J)e  pesybles  i-tald, 
Godus  children  schul  ]?ei  be  cald 
Ajeynes  lecherie  ])is  ordeynt  wes, 
ffor  fe  lechour  naj)  neuer  pes ; 
He  najj  no  pes  for  his  beste, 
He  may  in  herte  neuer  ha  reste. 
)?eose  ben  fe  vej'tuwes  seuene 
Ajeyn  Jje  vices  forte  nempne.^ 


676 


680 


7.  Blessed  are 
the  Peace- 
makei-s. 


1  Tlie  last  part  of  the  Chapter 
in  the  Speculum  is  omitted. 


Seuen  medicines  for  \e  seuen  dedly  synnes. 

Afftur  |)is  he  wol  vs  teche, 
God  fat  is  vr  goode  leclie, 
)3is  seuen  medicines,  trie  to  vs, 
To  helen  vs  of  seuen  Maledius, 


684 


for  coiiformeJ>. 


And  Jjus  he  conferme])^  heni^ 
In  to  3  seuen  vertuwes  pen 
Bi  vertue  of  J)e  holy  gost, 
jjat  is  lord  of  mihtes  most. 
]3eose  pei  ben  to  nempne  \&i  jjing  : 
J3e  holigost  of  "svisdam  and  of  vndurstowdyn 
And  also,  wiJ)-outen  fayle, 
J3e  gost  of  streng))e  and  of  counsayle, 
J5e  gost  of  wit  and  of  pite, 
Jje  gost  of  doute  of  god  mot  be. 
Jjorwh  pis  seuen  jiftes  god  ^af  moa 
Al  pat  he  hap  neode  of  pon 
To  liis  Bodiliche  lyf 
-And  to  his  soule  wip-outen  strif. 
8eo  hou  mon  may  in  his  mode 
Leue  pe  vuel  and  take  pe  gode  : 
To  leue  pe  vuel  pat  is  forbod 
Techep  pe  gost  of  pe  doute  of  god ; 
)3e  gode  to  do,  I  telle  pe, 
J3at  techep  pe  gost  of  pite. 
Two  pinges  per  beo  pan 
J3at  lettep  good  doinge  of  man  : 
)3at  on  is  worldly  riches, 
And  also  gret  frouwar[d]nes^ 
Eiches,  hit  mon  deseyuep, 
ffrouwardnes  from  god  him  weyuep. 


The  poet  or  scribe  took  eoiifennej? 


688 


7  Wedieiiiet 
fori  Sim. 

Gotl  has 
given  us  7 
>le<licines  to 
cure  us  of  tlie 
7  Diseases, 


and  confirm 
IIS  in  tlie  7 
Virtues. 


692    1.  Wisdom, 
i.  Under- 
standing. 


3.  Strength, 

4.  Couiiiiei, 

5.  Wit, 

6.  Pity, 

7.  Fear  of 
God. 


696 


700 


Sp.  adversitas  muml 
tribulacioii,  cf.  v.  7 


roi 


ro8 


712 


To  leave  evil 
teaclies  the 
spirit.  Fear  , 
of  God; 
to  do  good, 
•     Pity. 


Two  tilings 
liinder  good 
deeds: 

1.  riches. 
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To  despise 

woriaiy 

ricliM, 


to  suffer 

tribulations 

inanfuUy, 


teaclies 
Streiigtli, 


8  kinds  of 
Contempla- 
tion: 

1.  in  Crea- 
tures, 


2.  in  Holy 
Writ. 


Jjerfore  a  mon  schal  dispise 

"Worldly  richesse  in  alle 

Jpat  he  beo  not  deseyuet  beo  hit : 

)3at  vs  teche])  fe  gost  of  wit. 

And  fou  schalt  suffre  stalwor|)li 

Tribulacions  and  anguyses  worldli, 

)3at  ]3ou  neuere  ouercomen  be  : 

Jjus  teche])  J)e  gost  of  strengjje  to  fe. 

)peose  foure  ben  souereynly 

To  bodiliche  lyf  forpy. 

J?at  ofur  longen  wif-outen  strif 
Alle  to  pe  gostly  lyf. 
ffor  ])reo  nianers  bi  resun 
Ben  of  Cotitemplaciun : 

On  is  [in]  Creatures  bi  vre  entent : 
)3at  teche])  fe  gost  of  entendement. 

A-noJ)ur  in  holi  writ  also, 
)5at  ])ou  seost  what  fou  schalt  do 
And  what  fing  J)ou  schalt  lete  : 
)3at  teche])  ])e  gost  of  coii?iseil  swete. 

Jje  fridde  is  of  him-self,  god  and  Mon 
}5at  teche])  fe  gost  of  wisdom. 
Now  seo  we  now  hou  Ihesu  fe  lele 
Is  euer  aboute  vr  help  and  hele. 


716 


720 


724 


•28 


736 


Tliree  relat- 
ing to  God : 


Jje  ten  comaundemens  of  god.'^ 

AfFtur  })is  schaltou  witen  fen 
W3iiche  ben  ])e  comau?ideme«s  ten. 


1. 1.  Worship   }5e  f  iirste,  hit  is  be  bin  a-cord  : 

the  One  God,  ,    ^         ,  ,       i 

Worschipe  to^  0  god,  vr  lord. 


and  serve 
Him  with 
good  vvorki 


Think 
whether 
you've  kept 
the  vows 


I'ou 


]5en  fe  fend  ])e  may  not  derue, 
3if  ])ou  him  only  worschipe  and  serue. 
Worschupe  him  ])orw  fei])  and  mode, 
And  serue  him  wij)  werkes  gode. 

J3enk  3if  ])ou  haue  alle  tym 
Trewely  honoured  hym, 
And  ouer  alle  ofur  J)inges 
Serue[d]  hym  and  his  biddynges  ; 

J3enk  3if  ])ou  haue  3olde?^  him  ])i  beo-hest 
}?at  J)ou  be-hijtest  hym  mest  or  lest : 


740 


r44 


748 
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Jjou  him  be-hijtest  feibful  trist  made  for  you 

at  Huptuiu. 

WTion  J)ou  toke  jsi  Baptist ;  752 

Or  jif  J)ou  haue  lasse  penauwce  don 

J3eu  \)e  was  leyd  penau?<ce  vppon, 

Jjorwh  J>is  comau«derae?<t  al-to-gader 

;Mon  is  ordeynt  to  god  )je  ffader.  756 


P 


At  obiir  bi-heste  is  forto  seyn  :  i.  2.  Name 

n.^  ^         -  .  not  God's 

JNe?/ipne  not  godus  nome  m  veyn.  name  in  w 


]3onv  fat  is  defendet  lesynge, 

ffalsliede,  and  forswerynge.  760 

j)0Tw  pat  is  eue>-i  good  mon  in  wone 

Ordeynt  ton  ward  god  pe  Sone, 

IFor  he  hira-self  here)?  witnesse 

And  seijj  "  I  am  sojmesse  "  expresse,  764 

l^E  ])ridde  heste  is  forte  say  i.  s.  Keep 

J      Jjat  J)Ou  kepe  wel  fin  lialy-day.  Holy. 

)3at  is  to  sei,  vch  an  heih  fest 

Jjat  come))  fe  to,  meet  or  lest,  768 

Haue  fin  herte  in  pes  and  reste  most. 

J3at  ordeynef  mon  to  fe  holygost, — 

Jjeose  freo  hestes  techef  ow  and  me 

To  beren  vs  to  god  fe  Trinite,  772 

To  whos  liknesse  Mon  is  mad 

In  soule,  fat  scholde  be  trewe  and  sad. 

Seuene  of  are  techef  men 

Hou  fei  schul  here  hem  to  her  eue«-cmten.  776 

ViE  fiirste  is  :  worschupe  f  on  folly  comi^d- 

J     fflesch-fadur  and  modur  and-f  i  gostl}'.  "aHng  to" 

And  fat  in  two  Maner  of  f inges  :  christians' 

In  boxumnesse  and  for-berynwes,  780    "•  '•  Honour 

A     J   1     J      1,  1-   ._•  •        ,     ,  thy  Father 

And  help  hem  bi  bi  pouwer  m  dede  and  Mother. 

r^n     ,,         .  Helpthv 

Oi  alle  f  mges  bat  bei  haue  nede.  Parents  to  au 

J      o       J-        r  tliey  need. 

pen  schalt  f  ou  beo  of  long  lyf 

In  eorf  e  here  wif-outen  stryf.  784 

3if  f  ou  wolt  haue  f  e  lyf  louge, 

Worschune  fi  god^  wib  wiUe  stron^e       '  a/,  hem  or  him  fthe 

rp       .,     „  °  scribe  took  ")iim"  for 

ttor  he-  f e  broujt,  wite  hit  wel,  sod).      »  r.  M 

Al  fi  lyf  euerich  a  del.  788 

"Kat  of  ur  heste,  hit  is  f  on  :  „.  3.  siay  no 

y  In  no  wey  fat  fou  sle  no  mon.  "'^' 

VERNON    MS.  T> 


242    XXXII.    Hoiv  to  live  perfectly.   The  10  Commandments. 


put  none  in 
prison ; 


H.  3.  Do  no 

lecliery. 


II.  4.  Do  no 
theft  or 
robbery. 


II.  .5.  Bear  no 
false  witness 
iigainst  thy 
fellow- 
Cliristinn. 


jjenne  sclialtou  wite  here, 
Mon-slau3t  is  in  Jjreo  manere, 
In  pveo  manere  hit  is  ful  smerte  : 
Of  hond,  of  tonge,  and  of  herte. 
Of  hond  hit  is  wiji-outen  me]) 
"VVhon  a  Mon  wijj  wepene  sle)?, 
Or  whon  he  puttej)  him  in  dede^ 
In  prisun  or  in  oJ)ur  stede — 
Jjat  ilke  doing  cause  may  be 
Of  his  dej),  as  I  sei  J)e.  .  .  .^ 

Monslau3t  of  herte  is  also  here 
In  oJ»ur  two  vuel  manere  : 
"Whon  Mon  coueyte))  o]J^tres  deJ)  in  hije, 
Or  for  de-faute  lete|)  him  dye 
And  nil  not  helpen  him  in  ))at  mester 
Ne  him  deliuere,  3if  he  ha  pouwer. 
T^En  is  hit  pe  pridde  heste  : 
J     To  do  no  lecherie,  mest  ne  leste. 
He  fat  wol  lyue  wif-outew  dyjing 
In  J»e  blisse  of  heuene-kyng, 
Him  weore  neod  to  kepe  ful  boun 
His  dedlyche  lyf  from  corupcioun, 
ffrom  pat  corupciun,  sei  I, 
)3at  wol  come  of  his  bodi. 
V%K  ffeorfe  heste  is,  witerli : 
y  To  do  no  ])eipe  ne  Robberi. 
He  fat  wol  spare  ofurmennes  lyf, 
Bi-nyme  him  nouht  wij)  no  strif, 
Jjorwh  wjuche  bi-nymynge 
}3ou  mai3t  bi-reue  his  lyuynge. 
.    "KE  ffyffe  heste  fen  is  fis  : 
J     )3ow  schalt  here  no  fals  witnes 
A3eynes  fin  euen-cristen  fen, 
Xe  also  f ou  schalt  not  cu?ftfortcre  horn 
)3at  wolden  Hue  in  reste  and  ro  (!)^ 
lleore  neih3ebors  harm  to  do, 
ITor  bi  a  fals  witnesse  i-bore 
A  j\Ion  may  worldli  beo  forlore. 
3if  fou  no  cou/iseil  in  no  res 
To  him  fat  wolde  liuen  in  pes 


192 


79G 


I  Sp.  in  loco  mortis 


•99 


Some  vv.  wanting  (manshwghter 
by  tongue}. 


804 


808 


812 


816 


820 


824 

1  Cf.  Til. :  \>o\\  sail  noglit 
here  f.  w.  agaynes  tliyne 
eiiencristyn  with  hyni  pat 
will  noye'hy in  or  sla  hym. 


828 


I 
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Wi])  hys  euen-cristen  to  debate ; 

ffor  jif  J>ou  dost,  hit  tornej)  to  -nrake. 

"KE  sixte  heste  wiji-outen  strif  : 

J      Coueite  pou  noujt  J)i  neijebors  wyf, 

!Ne  non  of  his  seruauns  also, 

Ne  nou3t  fat  him  longej)  to. 

T^E  seuepe  heste  is  Jius,  I-wis : 

J      Coueyte  \)ou  not  fi  nei3ebors  godis. 

j)is  two  hestes  acordyng  ben 

To  J)o  bifore  as  je  may  sen, 

J3er  he  sei])  to  pe  in  hi3e 

"  Do  no  Jjef))e,  ne  lecherie," 

ffor  he  J)at  haj?  wikked  wille  and  smart, 

"Wikked  entent  is  in  his  hert. 

He  may  not  longe  for  no  fing 

Holden  him  from  mis-doing. 

Jjerfore  I  warne  pe  nou  so, 

Jjat  J)ou  lecherie  ne  do ; 

3 if  Jjou  wolt  not  stele  non, 

Ofur  mennes  good  coueite  not  fou. 

)5eos  ben  fe  ten  hestes  to  say 

J3at  god  3af  !Moyses  in  pe  Mount  of  Synay. 

Jje  furste  freo,  witejj  hit  wel, 
Ben  to  godus  honour  eueridel ; 
And  to  J)i-self  longen  fe  seuene. 
To  louen  alle  cristene  euene. 


832 


836 


II.  6.  Covet 
not  tliy 
nei^libour's 
wife. 


II.  7.  or  bis 

goods. 


These  hist 

agree  with 

840    ^''6  former. 


"Do  no  theft 
or  lechery." 


844 


848 


God  gave 
these  lOCnm- 
852     ">!"idmeiits 
to  Mo«es  on 
Mount  Sinai. 


856 


\)e  seuen  vertues  of  god. 

Aftur  scha[l]tou  wite  W3uche  ben 
Jje  seuen  ve^-tuwes  vppon  to  sen, 
)5at  is  to  wite :  ffei]),  hope,  and  loue, 
Qweyntise,  Eihtfulnes  a-boue,  860 

Temperaunce,  and  strengjje  mest. 
Of  0  Matere  ben  J)eos  two^  hest 
And  ]je  seue  vertuwes  in  presens 
Saue  fis  is  fe  differens  : 

J3e  ten  hestes  teche])  hou^  |)ou  schalt  do, 
J3e  seuen  vertuwes  teche))  fe  matere ^  also. 

J3e  fEurste  freo  fat  ben  aboue, 
Is  to  wite,  ffeif,  Hope,  and  Loue,  868 


>  r.  ten  ? 

2  r.  wliiit       »  r.  manere 
Cf.  Th. :  The  x  comandineute} 
kennes  vs  wliat  we  sail  do, 
and  \>e  vii  vertus  kennes  vs 
liow  we  sail  doo. 


The  1  Virtues 

(3  here,  4  at 

p.  247-8). 


1.  Faith. 

2.  Hope, 

3.  Love, 

4.  Skill, 

5.  Rightful- 
ness, 

6.  Temper- 
ance, 

7.  Strength. 


Tlie  first 
three.  Faith, 
Hope,  Love, 


R   2 
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Tlie  other  7 
teach  U8 
the  way  to 
Heaven. 


and  come  to 
a  pfood  end, 
we  must, 

1.  know 
whither  we 
shall  go ; 

2.  K"  will- 
ingly ; 

.3.  tru8t  to 
go  well. 


We  must 
have  might, 
knowle<ige 
and  will. 


These  we 
uan't  have  of 
ourselves ; 


)3ise  J)reo,  pei  ordeyne  hou  J)ou  schalt 
Touward  god  Hue  fat  al  wait ; 
And  fis  o]jere  her-aftur  scuene 
Teche  fe  to  knowe  jje  wey  to  heuene. 
)E^  wite  wel,  my  leue  ffrende, 
'  Alle  beo  we  formed  to  on  ende  : 
\)at  is  to  seye,  god  to  knowe, 
Him  to  loue  and  honoiire  Ave  owe. 
Bote  preo  Jjinges,  ar  we  wende, 
Beon  nedful  to  come  to  vre  ende  : 
And  fenne  is  fis  J?at  on 
To  wite  whodur  we  schulle  gon  ; 
\)at  ofur,  jjat  we  ben  willi 
To  gon  in  trust  ful  treweli ; 
And  Jjenne  is  J)e  fridde  Jjiuge  : 
To  haue  trust  of  wel  goinge — 

Gret  folye  hit  were  to  fo  or  ffrende 
To  bi-ginne  fing  he  may  not  ende. 
A  JMon  J)at  wol  wel  do  fer-tille, 
Moste  ha  miht,  Connyng,  and  wille, 
]5at  is  to  say  fus  30W  to  : 
J)at  he  con,  Mai,  and  wol  [wel]  do. 
But  for  we  haue  not  vs  ner 
Of  vr-self  Miht,i  Wit,  ne  pouwer, 
j5erfore  haj)  god  3iuen  vs  tille 


Of  FaiUi 
comes  Hope. 


r.  Wil 


872 


876 


880 


884 


888 


892 


>  Sp. :  ideo  donavit  nobis  Deus 
fidem  ad  implendum  defectum 
•ffpih    nllp  hicjp  tn  fnlHlIp  2  cognitionis,  spem  ad  implendum 

neip,  aiie  pise  to  lOiniie.  defectum  potestatis,  charitatem 

iV  -u        ;i       -.,    u  „„  4-„  „^  1    u^  r,^.,^     ad  ordinandum  voluntatem  ad 

neij)  ordeynep  vs  to  god  pe  sone,  „„„,„  &  aiiud. 

To  whom  is  a-p?-opred  wisdam  in  wone ;  896 

Hope  ordeyne])  vs  to  pe  ffadur  riht. 

To  whom  is  a-propred  Miht ; 

Loue  to  pe  Holigost  dojj  vs  dresse. 

To  whom  is  a-p?'opred  alle  goodnesse.  900 

And  Jjerfore  of  god  wi])-outen  lesynge 

ffeij)  do])  vs  to  haue  knowynge ; 

And  fat  knowynge  of  1  god  wi])  mood  ),:,•  g^ey' JeVs 'S^e 

5iue])  vs  frely  and  largeli  of  his  good  •  ►""■'"' ''  «'ondyrfuii[y] 

And  out  of  J)at  godnesse"^  is  i-crope 

And  come])  to  vs  })enne  hope  ;  « r.  knowyng 

Of  pat  knowyng,  I  vndurstod, 

per  he  seip  vs  pat  he  is  good,  908 


fre  t>at  one  \>U  maiiere 
and  ))us  largely  gylVes  of 
his  gudnes. 
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)3er-of  comejj  fyir  aboue 

)3e  fridJe  vertue  ))at  is  loue, 

tfor  veil  a  J>ing,  Eesun  whi, 

Schal  loue  jje  goode  kuyndeli.^  as  in  xh.  ind  in  the  spec, 


910  TheSrd 

.  ™  ,.     ,    -  Virtue  is 

'  The  4  cardinal  virtues  are  Love 
treated  separately  v.  990,  p.  247  ff, 

" 912 


916 


920 


belongs  to  the  2nd  in  Spec., 
Th.  and  V.  pr.  tr. 


])e  ticolue  articles  of\efey^ 
V%En  schaltou  witx3,  as  I  be  sei,         '  I'Jii'^^r^  f  5?""  ^T 

if  '  /  '  spec.,  rn.  and  v .  pr.  ir. 

J     Wliuche  ben  fe  .xij.  Articles  of  })e  fei. 
ffurst,  god  is  on  in  lii»«-self  for  to  lende, 
And  fre  persones,  wi|)-outen  ende, 
And  is  verrey  God  and  lord 
Jjat  alle  fing  made  wij)  his  word. 

J)at  oJ)ur  article  is  f ul  trye  : 
Jjat  be  tok  flescb  and  blod  of  Maide  ^larie. 

J3e  Jjridde  Article^  :  J>at  he  was  bore  J>on 
Of  hire,  sopfast  god  and  mon. 

J3e  fferfe  Article,  we  sen  hit  red 
Vndur  Pilatus  pouwer  was  he  ded,  924 

Not  for  nede,  I  sei  ow  tille, 
But  vs  to  buye  of  his  fireo  wille. 

be  ffvfbel  jg    g^l,  ^^  \q^q  •  '  Uelonea  to  the  preceding  in  Spec. 

'  J   I  '       r  ^-  and  V.  pr.tr.;  18  cm.  in  Til. 

Jjat  his  soule  wente  douw  to  belle  928 

And  fet  hem  out  in  to  his  bbs, 
AUe  Jjo  fat  were?*  his. 

J3e  Sixte  :  fat  he  ros  wiJ)-outen  striue, 
God  and  Mon,  from  def  to  lyue.  932 

J3e  seuefe  is  in  vre  sawes  : 
Aftur  fe  fuUe  fourti  dawes 
Of  his  blisful  and  hard  dyeing 

He  steih  to  heuene  per  he  is  kyng ;  936 

He  pat  is  lord  of  See  and  Sond 
Sittep  per  on  his  fadur  riht  hond. 

ij3e  eihtepe  is  :.he  schal  present  l^re/^^^jrgtth'Tr^- 
Beon  atte  day  of  lugement,  SfnS'Ji^fhe'v  iLlT*" 


12;  IS) 

Artielm  of 
the  Faith. 


I.  God  is  1 
God  aiid  3 
Penona. 


4.  died  under 
Pontius  Pi- 
late, 


5.  went  into 
UeU. 


6.  rose  to  life. 


Goode  and  wikkede  schal  he  deme 
And  alle  ping  as  him  wol  bi-seeme. 

J3e  Nipe  is  wip-outen  host : 
Jjat  in  god  is  pe  holygost, 
And  euermore  so  wol  be, 
)3e  pridde  p^rsone^  of  pe  trinite  ; 


941 


944 


good  and 
wicked  at 
Doomsday. 


MS.  p^rsones 


9.  The  Holy 
Ghost 


is  the  Srd 
person  of  the 
Trinity. 
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10.  Holy 
Churulimen 
shall  enjoy 
communion. 


11.  Thro'  the 
Sacraments 
the  sins  of  the 
good  shall  be 
forgiven. 


12.  Man  and 
wile  siiall 
rise  again. 

13.  The  good 
sliall  liave 
everlasting 
life:  the 
wiclved,  end- 
less pain. 


1.  Baptism. 


2.  Confirma- 
tion. 


Of  whom,  fat  is  so  hei^  in  blis, 

Al-holichirche  halewed  hit  is.  948 

}5e  tenj?e  is  of  coraynge^  of  holi  men,     '  r.comonynge 
)?at  is  to  sci  f  ulliche  of  hem 
)3at  ben  lymes  of  holychirche 

And  no  dedly  synne  nul  worche,  952 

Han  part  of  alle  goode  dedes  sone 
}jat  in  holi  chirche  ben  done. 

}5e  EUeuefe  is  :  Jjorw  fe  sacrament 
Of  holichurche  wij)  good  entent 
])Q  goode  schul  haue  for3iuenesse 
Of  heore  synnes  more  and  lesse. 

)5e  twelfpe  is  fat  IMon  and  wyuc 
Schullen  arise  from  def  to  lyue. 

])e  Jjrettenfe  is  :  J?e  goode  schul  haue 
Euerlastinde  lyf  fat  schal  hem  saue. 
And  fis  ojjure  f enne  schul  wende 
To  lastyng  pyne  wif-outen  ende. 

J5e  Semn  sacromens  of  holy  churche.^ 

Afftur  fis  schul  30  here  bi-ginne 
)5e  sacramews  seuere  fat  fordon  synne ; 
He  hem  ordeynde  synne  to  wif-stonde 
And  f  e  gode  to  take  on  honde. 
j)e  furste  is  cald  Baptisme, 
Jjat  child  takef  er  fen  his  crisme  ; 
)5at  clansef  mon  of  fat  synne 
}3at  vr  forme-fader  brou3t  us  iniie. 

j)dt  of  ur  sacrament  is  of  renoun 
And  is  cald  Confirmaciouji : 
ffur  whon  he  is  so  cristned  f on, 
He  confermef  f e  holigost  in  mon. 

\)o  f  ridde  is  penaunce  to  biginne, 
Jjat  fretef  a-wei  f  e  fulf  e  of  synne. 

\)e  feorf  e  is  sacrament  of  f e  Auter 
jpat  confermef  mon  hoi  and  feer 
And  3iuef  him  strengf e  good  wif-alh 
}pat  he  eft-sones  in  synne  ne  falle ; 
J5at  sacrament  reconsilef  him  ay, 
Susteynef  him,  fat  he  ne  falle  may. 


956 


960 


964 


In  Spec,  Th.  and  V.pr.  tr. 
included  in  the  creed  as 
forniins  the  7  last  articles. 
The  text  is  abridged. 


976 


980 


984 
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)5e  ffifpe  is  ordre,  fat  ^iuej)  power 
To  ^leii  ordeynet  in  heore  luester 
)3e  sacramens  to  make  and  worche, 
To  seme  wi]>  god  and  holi  churche. 

)5e  Sixte  is  Matrimoyne  to  bigy7me, 
J3at  defende))  dedly  synne 
In  werkes  of  generaciun  Jjon 
Bi-twene  raon  and  wommon. 

)5e  seuefe  is  \e.  enoyling 
Of  seke  in  perel  of  dicing, 
-And  J)at  is  in  Aleggaunce 
Of  Bodi  and  soules  penaurice. 
jjeos  ben  fe  sacramens  |>en,i 
J3at  longej)  to  alle  cristene  Men. 


988 


992 


996 


7.  Unction, 
when  near 
ileath. 


])e  seuen^  principal  vert  ties.   » r.  four,  as  in  siwc. 

Aftur  J)is  nou  wite  we  schal 
"Wjuche  be?*  Ipe  iiij.  vej-tuwes  prmcipal,         1000 
Bi  wjuche  vche  mo«nes  lyf  here 
Is  goue/Tiet  in  J)is  world  so  dere  : 
Qweyntise,  Rihtfulnes  bi  chaunce, 
Streng]>e,  and  also  Temperaunce.  1004 

Of  peos  foure  spekej)  j)e  holygost 
In  J)e  Bok  of  wisdam  most 
)3at  no  fing  bi  good  delyt 

In  eor))e  to  Mon  do]>  more  profyt.  1008 

jffior  hose  to  do  wel  vndurstode, 
He  moste  knowe  vuel  from  goode, 
Also,  he  seop  here  bi  lettre, 

He  moste  knowe  )?e  gode  fro??i  pe  bcttre  :  1012 

)3at  vs  techejj  in  alle  wyse 
J3at  Jjyng  fat  is  called  queyntyse. 
And  whon  fou  hast  J,us  i-chose,      Lfn^rae^.X^u^diXo'! 
)5e  wikked  from  fe  goode  to  lose^  Xulr,S,'„V?i:^r*^ 
}3at  techef  fe  virtue  to  distresse     ^ri'^^aJ^'A^rii;"""^ 
)3at  is  clepe  i  Eihtfulnesse.  a'^^uiut.'"' """' '"'''"" 

Two  finges  fer  ben  in  world  fill  J>ikke 
Lette))  mon  do  good  and  takefi  wikke  :  » r.  forsake?  1020 
)3e  riches  of  fis  world  is  on, 
)3at  alle  weyes  deseyuej)  mon, 


VirtHot 
{tee  p.  i43-»). 


Skill,  Right- 
fulness, 
Strength, 
Temperance. 


1.  Skill 
teaches  us  t 
know  evil 
from  good. 


2.  RightrUI- 
ness  teaclies 
Virtue. 
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S.  Temper- 
ance teaclies 
Moderation 
in  prosperity. 


4.  Strength 
tenches 
fortitude  in 
adversity. 


He  disseyuej)  mon  in  mcny  pinges,  1023 

Jjorwh  SWete  restynges  ;       i  spec,  adversitas,  Th.  tribuhic.von 

A-nofur  is  Contek  of  worldli  strife 

Ajeynes  mon,  doun  hym  to  dryf. 

A3eynes  richesse  mesure  fe  in  tide, 

Beo  fou  not  risen  to  muclie  in  pride  :  1028 

)5at  vertii  is  vvijj-outen  distaunce 

}5is  J)at  men  callej)  temperaunce. 

Ajeynes  worldly  cuntek  and  strif 
Loke  brennynge  wille^  beo  fe  rif,  1032 

Jjat  foU  beo  not  so  feble  boun     '  Sp.  auJacSa  animi,  Th.  liardines 

Jjat  fe  world  Jje  caste  a-doun  : 

And  fat  vertue  in  brede  and  lengjje 

Is  fat  pat  is  i-cleped  strengfe.  103G 


7  Worlci  of 
Mercy. 


1.  feed  the 
liUMgry ; 

2.  give  (irink 
totlietliirsty; 
8.  clotlie  the 
naked ; 

4.  liouse  pil- 
grims ; 

5.  visit 
prisoners ; 

6.  comfort 
the  sick ; 

7.  lielp  bury 
tlie  dead. 


Let  no  one 
bound  by 


excuse  him- 
self from 
doing  thus. 


Seuen  loerl-es  of  mercij. 

Afftur  schaltou  wite  redili 
Wjuclie  ben  seuen  werkes  of  Merci. 
Jje  furste  is,  ^iue  fe  hungri  mete ; 
)5at  ofur,  drinke  pe  frusti  to  gete ;  lOlO 

J5e  fridde,  clofe  fe  naked  bi  tymes ; 
)?e  ffeorfe,  to  herborwe  pilgrymes ; 
J5e  ffyf Jje,  pr/sons  to  visyte  swete ; 
}je  Sixte  is,  cumforte  pe  seke;  1044 

)3e  seuejje,  in  certeyn  place^  Ave  rede,         »  Tob.  1,20. 
])aX  is  to  belpe  burie  J?e  dede, — 

J5en  maistou  sey  in  tour  and  toun  : 
"  I  Jjat  am  in  Eeligioun,  1048 

I  naue  no  pouwer  to  ^iue  no  mete, 
Ne  drinke  ne  herborwe  to  hem  gete, 
iNe  closing  to  hem  haue  I  non. 

To  visite  prisones  may  I  not  gon  :  1052 

I  am  in  ofur  monnes  pouwer ; 
)?erfore  me  were  beter  seculer, 
)?at  I  mihte  do  trewely 
AUe  feose  dedes  of  Mercy."  1056 

}jenk  not  fus,  I  rede  fe, 
Leste  J)ou  her-Inne  deseyued  be. 
Betere  hit  is  to  fe  in  eueri  toun 
To  haue  pile  and  compassioun  lOGO 
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In  Jjyn  lierte  in  alle  wej'se 

Of  hem  })at  fou  seost  in  Meseyse, 

)5en  ]Jou  heddest  al  ])e  world  \vi]j  fe 

Hit  forth  to  dele  for  charite.  1064 

3if  jji-self,  as  I  sei  non, 

And  more  J)en  alfe  world  3iuestou.i  'sMj^^^^iJ^^tiof/eM^Tuu. 

est  quod  melius  est  liomini 
dare  seiiisum  quam  i 


Givo  thyself 
to  tlie  poor 
needy. 


fCor  J)ei  fat  suffre  in  alle  wyse 
Chele,  hungur,  defaute  and  ^liseise, 
Ihesu  seij)  wher-so  he  go 


sed  niultum  praevalet  dare 
vnum  cum  alio  qnsim  viiuui 


illorum  per  se.    Dioo  quod 
non  est  ita :  Vtnini  praevalet 
,,,.  ,„,  ,  ,,  vocari  Dominus  quam  eius 

And  him-Sell  ne  Clepep  jJO  ;  servus?    Sds  bene  quiHl 

.,    .      ,  .  ,  praevalet  vocari  Dominus. 

]3us  he  seijj  m  his  gospel — -  sed  uu  qui  &c. 


'  Spec,  adds :  Ta  wis  bene 
quixl  praevalet  jiidioare: 
et  hoc  factant  pauperes 


1080 


1  Math. :  Vos  qui  reliqaistis 
omnia  et  secuti  est  is  me  Sx. 

1084 


Hose  Avol  hit  seche,  may  fynde  hit  wel 

"  "What  to  J)e  leste  of  myne  don  be, 

3e  hit  don  al  to  me." 

Whejjer  weor  beter  or  more  sen 

To  luge  or  elles  lugged  to  ben  ^  ^ 

jjerfore  to  pore  make  })e  liche, 

ffor  J>e  pore  schul  lugge  pe  riche  ; 

As  vr  lord  sei])  feire  and  wel 

In  his  owne  goode  gospel :  ^  »  m 

"  3e  Jjat  alle  fynges  haue  to  p?'oue, 

Leuejj  hem  for  me  and  for  my  loue,^ 

And  at  Jje  grete  day  of  dome 

Whon  I  schal  sitten  in  my  trone — 

ffor  fere  fo  men  schul  me  se 

In  J)e  Seete  of  my  ^laieste — 

J3ei^  schul  sitte  on  twelf  seges  wel  ' 

And  lugge  J)e  twelf  kuyndes  of  Israel." 

"Whefer  weore  hit  better  at  fe  leste 

Haue  heuene  in  possession  or  in  bi-heste  1  ^ 

ffor  J)us  sei])  God,  wite])  wel. 

In  his  holy  Godspel :  ^ 

"Elesset  mote  J)o  pore  of  spirit  be, 

ffor  heoren  is  heuene,"  as  I  sei  Jje. 

He  seif  not  ])us  in  his  steuen 

Heoren  "  schal  beo  "  J)e  kyngdam  of  heuen. 

But  he  hem  doj?  to  vndurstonde 

})ei  ben  in  possessiun  and  in  honde. 

Seint  Be^-nard  in  a  sarmou/?  sei])  euen  : 

"  )je  pore  na])  not  in  erpe,  ne  riche  in  heuen.' 


1072 


1075 


Wliat  is  done 
to  the  least  of 
Christ's  folk 
is  done  to 
Him. 


Tliepoor 
shall  judj^ 
tlie  rich 


1088 


1  Spec,  adds:  Certnin  est  qnod  in 

possessione :  sic  habent  pauperes 
*  Math.  5. 


1093 


1096 


1100 


Have  Heaven 
in  possession. 


God  says, 
"  Blessed  are 
the  poor  in 
spirit,  for 
Heaven  it 
theirs." 
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Tlie  rieh 
must  buy 
Heaven  from 
the  poor. 


The  rich  are 
1.  they  who 
liave  wealth 
and  love  it; 


but  would 
love  it  if  they 
had. 


caitive  beg- 
gars who 
covet  all  they 


8.  false  folk 
ofmoukery: 


thro'  a 
needle's  eye 
than  they  to 
Heaven. 


Some  rich 
men  spend 
all  for  the 
luve  of  (iod. 


And  jif  fe  riche  wol  heuene  haue, 
At  ]je  pore  he  mot  hit  buye  and  craue. — 
N^ou  is  hit  good  for  to  sen 
W3uche  J)at  vf!rreylich  pore  ben, 
And  also  fulke  ofere  iliche 
'W3uche  J)ei  ben,  fat  ben  cleped  riche. 
Summe  ben  J?at  ban  riches  pikke 
And  hem  louen  wij)  al  heor  witte  : 
\)o  ben  J)is  riche  gredi  men, 
And  euer  coueyten  fe  world  ])en. 

OJ)ur  J>er  ben  in  dede  and  JJ0U3t 
Wolde  be  riche,  but  fei  may  nou^t ; 
fEor  and  fei  hadden  worldus  good, 
Jjei  wolden  hit  loue  as  ])ei  were  wod  : 
)3ulke  ben  Jjeose,  so  J)  to  telle, 
J5e  caytyf  beggers  J)at  nou^wher  wol  dwellc, 
But  euer  ))ei  reyken  aboute  to  craue, 
Al  fat  fei  seon  jJei  wolde  hit  haue ; 
Also  wiJ)  hem  sette  we  moun 
]5is  fals  folk  of  Eeligioun. 
)jeos  ben  as  riche  in  vnquerte 
As  feos  ojjure  and  as  proude  of  herte ; 
Crist  spekejj  of  hem  in  pe  gospelle^         »  Mi 
And  fus  J)e  wordus  do  J)  he  telle  : 
"  A  Chamayle  mihte  beter  pase 
)jorwh  anelde  y3e  fenne  in  case, 
)jen  miht  such  a  riche  mon 
In  heuene  come  to  pat  kyndom." 

Smjimen  pat  richesse  is  to  broulit, 
Han  hit,  but  Jjei  louen  hit  nouht, 
But  neue?'J)eles,  pe  sop  to  saue, 
ffayn  pei  ben  riches  to  haue  : 
Jjos  ben  pese,  to  seye  ow  here, 
)5e  goode  men  of  pe  world  so  derc, 
J3at  al  heore  richesse  wol  dispende 
ffor  loue  of  god  pat  hit  sende. 
Bote  pe  more  harm  is  forpi, 
Suche  ben  fewe,  witerli ! 

Opur  per  ben,  sop  hit  is, 
)}at  haue  not  of  pis  worldus  blis 


1104 


1108 


1112 


1116 


1120 


1124 


1128 


1132 


1136 


1140 


XXXIIL    St.  Paid's  Vmans  of  the  Fains  of  Hell        251 

Xe  no  fing  ferof  doj)  craue 

Xe  nolJe  not,  fauh  feij  mihte,  hit  banc  : 

bis  ben  holy  religious  Ijerfore  Tiieyand 

And  obure,  bat  mai  wel  beo  cald.  pore  : '   '  ms.  j)ore    1144  fUaii  have  joy 

'  '  '  ^  '  everlasting. 

Heoren  is  pe  love  euerlastonde 

WiJ)  god  and  wij)  godus  sonde. 

)jen  may  we  here-of  nou  say  : 

"  Blesset  beo  ]?e  pore  in  spirit  ay,  1 148 

ifor  heoi-en  is  J»e  kyndom 

J3er  as  dwelle))  God  and  Mon." 

Jjenne  drede  we  on  J)at  o))ur  syde 
Leste  be  Avariing  hem  bi-tvde,  1152   Let  Uie  rich 

^  '^  "  take '-- 

To  ))is  ilke  riche  men,  the* 

Leste  Jjei  schulle  in  belle  bren. 

Pore  J>ei  ben  in  heor  berte 

J3at  ben  pore  and  louen  pouerte,  1156 

And  fei  ben  pore  in  querte 

)3at  ban  riches  and  louen  poue?-te. 


take) 

in 

! 


St.  PauFt 

Vitiont  of 

Hell. 


[XXXIIL]    >e  bisions  of  s^nt  poul  toait  \t 
ioas  up,  in  to  parabgs.' 

Lustnejj,  lordy^ges,  leof  and  dere, 
3e  J»at  wolen  of  J)e  sonday  here  ! 
J3e  sonday  a  day  hit  is  in  Sunday, 

b«t  angeles  and  arcbauwgeles  loyen,  I- wis,  4  joy  more  than 

AT  •      1.   i.  Ml        1  inanyoUier 

3lore  in  pat  like  day  day. 

)3en  eny  opur,  as  1  Jje  say.  '^ 

)jen  wol  we  her  ate  dwelle 

Ho  preyed  furst  rest  for  soules  in  belle.  8 

bat  is  to  Aviten,  I  sei  fe  so, 

Poul  and  Michel  Archaungel  bo. 

ffor  god  of  bis  grete  miht 

Jje  peynes  of  belle  put  in  beore  siht.  1 2 

Poul  sayb  bi-foren  belle  jates  Before  Heii- 

Brennynge  tres  fat  neuer  slakes ; 

2  Ed.  before  in  Engl.  Stud,  I.  p.  295-9.  This  piece  seems 
intended  to  supply  the  place  of  the  last  article  (loyes  of  heuea 
&  Peynes  of  helle)  of  the  preceding  treatise,  cf .  p.  235,  v.  531-2 ; 
it  has  no  s^iecial  initial  or  title. 


gates  St.  Paul 
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saw  folk 
hanging  ( 
burning 
trees. 


in  wliicli  were 
7  plagues  of 


Snow,  Ice, 

Fire, 

Blood, 

Adders, 

Lightning, 

Stink. 


Some  wept 
and  yeld ; 
all  Wight  to 
die. 


In  Hell  is  a 

burning 

Wlieel, 

and  under  it 
1000  pains, 


in  which, 
5  times  a  day, 
1000  souls  are 
tortured. 


!Moriy  on  for  lieore  synne  fonne 
Weore  I-pyned  and  hoiiged  })er-onne  : 
Summe  bi  hondes  and  hi  feet  fere, 
Su^znie  bi  \>e  her,  su??ime  bi  pe  ere, 
Su??zme  bi  J)e  Armes  J>at  weore  longo, 
And  su?/^rae  per  hengen  bi  po  tongc. 

He  sauj  a  caudren  brennynge  at  enes 
Of  diuerse  colours  \vi))  seue  lemes, 
And  for  weore  fei  for  heore  synne 
Diuerslidie  I-pynet  Jjer-Inne ; 
And  sen  en  peynes  weoren  per  also 
J3at  duden  fe  soules  mucho  wo  : 

})G  furste  of  snou3,  f>e  secunde  of  ys, 
Jje  fridde  fuir  in  alle  wys, 
)je  ffeorjje  blod,  as  I  pe  say, 
pe  ffyipG  Eddres  of  foul  aray, 
Jjo  sixte  leyt,  as  mon  may  fink, 
pG  seuejje  peyne  hit  was  of  stynk. 
At  fat  penauwces  were  fei  in  cast, 
Synful  soules,  and  al  for-frast, 
Jje  AV3uche  fat  nolden  in  no  chau?jce 
ffor  heore  synnes  do  no  penaunce ; 
J3er  weore  f  ei  tM^'mented  in  f  o  ledes, 
And  vche  reseyued  aftur  his  deedes. 
Su??zme  wepten  and  jelled  f  enno, 
Summe  gouleden,  and  su?«me  dude  bre?aie  : 
Jjei  disireden  euere  to  dye — 
Hit  miht  not  beo,  wif-outen  lyje, 
ffor  f  e  soule,  wher-so  hit  go, 
Schal  neuer  dyen,  for  weole  nor  wo. 
}5erfore  sore  hit  is  to  drede 
\)G  places  of  helle  for  wikkedhede  ! 
In  fe  wjuche  per  is  a  whel  brennynge, 
Wif  muche  serAve  ouer-lastynge  ; 
Yndur  fat  wheol  is  f er  fore 
A  f  ousund  grisly  peynes  sore, 
ffyue  tyme  vche  day,  to  telle, 
Beo  t?«-niented  wif  fe  Angel  of  hello. 
In  vche  of  f  o  fyue  tymes 
Ben  a  f ousund  soules  t?<rmc?ited  in  pynes. 


16 


20 


24 


28 


32 


36 


40 


44 


48 


52 
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Aftur  fat  sayh  he,  fer  he  stod, 
A  wondur  orible  grisly  flod, 
And  in  fat  flod  say  he  fere 
Mony  deueles  bestes  were  : 
As  ffissches  fei  were  in  fat  flod  fo, 
Todus,  Xeddres,  Snakes,  mony  mo, 
And  fe  syuful  soules  in  hij 
Eten  and  gnowen  wif-outen  merci — 
Of  hem  tok  I^  no  more  kep  » r.jwi 

But  as  a  Lynn  dof  of  a  schep. 
Ouer  fat  watur  he  sayj  ligge 
A  woudur  long  and  an  hei3  brugge, 
And  ouer  fat  brugge  saf  goon  feu 
))Q  soules  of  good  rilitfid  men 
AVif-outen  harm  of  word  or  dede. 
And  also  wif-outen  eny  drede. 

)5e  soules  of  synne[r]s,  as  I  fe  telle, 
ffallen  doun  f  er,  in  pyne  to  dwelle, 
J)er  to  take  and  resseyue  so 
As  f ei  on  eorfe  deserueden  to. 
Be  war  of  fis,  I  sei,  beo-fore. 
As  God  seide  in  f e  gospel  fore  : 

Ligate  x>Qx  fascieulos  ad  comburendum  : 

Byndef  hem  in  knucchenzis  forf i. 

To  brenne,  lyk  to  licchi, 

Spous-brekers  wif  lechours, 

Rauisschers  wif  rauisschours,     ^ 

Wikked  wif  wikked  also, 

ffor  so  schul  f ei  to-gedere  go. 

fFor  eueri  creature  go  schal 

Bi  fat  brugge  sum  or  al. 

And  lasse  or  more  schal  he  be  deruet, 

Er  aftur  he  haf  heer  deseruet. 

T^Er  sauh  f  e  goode  mon  poule 

J     In  fat  pyne  moni  diuerse  soule  : 

Su??ime  to  fe  kne,  and  su?«me  to  fe  hipes, 

Su??mie  to  fe  nauel,  su»ime  to  fe  lippes. 

And  suwme  he  sau3  bi-suyled  as  souwes 

In  fat  pyne  vp  to  fe  brouwes ; 


56 


60 


76 


St.  Paul  saw- 
too  a  liurrible 


with  Toads 
and  Snakes 
gnawing  sin- 
ful souls. 


64 

A  briilge 
spaiid  tlie 
flood: 

Good  souls 
went  safe 
68     over  it, 


while  sinners' 
souls  fell  into 
'2     the  flood. 


Sinners  were 
bound, 
like  to  like. 


80    ravisliers 

with  nu'ish- 
erSjBiidsoon. 


84 


88    Many  were  in 

pain  to  the 
knee,  hi|>s, 
nave!,  to  lips, 
brows. 


92 
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All  yeld. 


Tliose  tor- 
tiireil  to  the 
ktiee 

were  back- 
biters: 


to  tlie  lips, 
brawlers  in 
church ; 


to  the  brows, 
gladders  in 
neighbours' 
ills. 


St.  Paul  saw 
folk  gnawing 
their  own 
tongues. 


And  Jjei  weore  tw?*inewtcd  euerlastyngly, 
)5ei  wept  and  gouled  and  weore  sory. 

And  Ponies  herte  was  so  sor 
Jjat  for  serwe  he  wepte  for.  96 

And  of  fat  Angel  asked  he 
Whi  su»?me  were  per  in  to  fe  kne. 

J3e  Angel  seide  to  him  fen : 
"  Heo  ben  Bacbyters  of  men,  100 

)3at  in  word  and  dede,  as  I  fe  say, 
Hyndren  heor  euencWsten  fat  f ei  may. 

And  f 0  fat  to  f e  nauel  f ou  se, 
Spousbrekers  and  lechours  fei  be,  104 

Jjat  aftur  heore  dedes,  to  vndurstonde, 
Nolde  no  penaimce  take  on  honde. 

And  fo  fat  weren  up  to  f e  lippes  blake, 
Stvyf  and  langelyng  in  chirche  dude  make,  108 

Vche  to  of  ur  langled  wif  scorn — 
To  heere  godus  wordus  fei  han  forborn. 

And  f 0  fat  weren  vp  to  f e  bribes 
In  fat  flod  aboue  fe  eijes,  112 

)3ulke  w^eore  glade  of  f  e  mischeef 
Of  heore  neihjebors  and  of  heore  greef." 

And  Poul  wepte  and  seide  f o  : 
"Muche  wo  is  hem  I-come  to  116 

Jjat  so  mony  peynes  grymme 
Ben  ordeynt  to  for  heore  synue  ! " 

Seynt  Poul  fo  bi-tornd  his  face 
And  say^  anofur  derk  place,  120 

Moni  Men  and  wymmen  fe?-  amongus 
J3at  for-freten  heore  owne  tonges. 

And  Poul  asked  of  him  fere 
What-maner  men  fat  fei  were.  124 

)5e  Aungel  seide  to  him  ful  sleih  : 
"  )3ei  vsuden  Ocur  and  vsuri ; 
Merciable  weore  fei  nouht, 
])eriove,  hit  schal  be  dere  abouht."  128 

And  Poul  sau3  fe?tne  a-nof ur  plas, 
)3at  moni  peynes  f er-iii  was  ; 
)5er  he  sauh  dispitous  f  ing  : 
As  Blake  Maydens  in  Blac  clofing,  132 
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And  ])ei  sodun  euerichon 

lu  welly ng  pich  and  Brumston ; 

Brennyng  dragouHS  and  serpentes  ifere 

Hongynge  aboute  heor  nekkes  were, 

Gnawyng  liern,  to  don  hem  schom, 

To-tere  fe  fflesch  from  pe  bon. 

And  J»er  weore  foure  Angeles  to  telle 

Jjat  weoren  of  ))e  hous  of  helle, 

Brennynge  homes  hedde  pel  on  hed  ; 

J3ei  hem  Uirmeiited  and  dude  hem  qued, 

ffaste  fei  wente  fis  pepul  a-boute 

Wi])  moni  twrmentes  grete  and  stoute, 

Seying  to  hem,  as  was  heore  wone  : 

"  Knowe])  je,"  fei  seide,  "  godus  sons, 

\)e  w3uche  fat  muche  on  30U  J)0U3t, 

Al  J)e  world  whon  he  bou3t  1 

ffor  36  nolde  neuer  knowew  him 

3e  schullew  han  here  feos  pynes  grym." 

Poul  fis  asked  feire  and  wel. 
And  penne  onswered  J)e  Aungel : 
"  )3eos  serued  not  chastite 
Til  tyme  of  heor  weddynge  schulde  be, 
But  lyuede  in  heore  lecherie, 
And  heled  heore  children  and  dude  hein  dye 
And  3af  hem  to  swyn  or  to  houndes 
Or  drouned  hem  In  flodes  groundes. 
And  schewed  hem  to  pe  worldus  degre 
As  J)ei  maydens  hedden  i-be  ;    , 
And  in  fis  lyf  pei  lyueden  3ore 
And  duden  no  penaunce  Jjerfore." 

Aftur  ])is  he  say3  at  ene 
Men  and  wy?»men  moni  and  lene, 
Lene  fei  weore,  wijj-outen  flesche ; 
t)ei  soffred  harde  and  noJ)ing  nessche  : 
Muche  lay  bi-foren  hem  of  Mete 
Jjat  hem  deynet  not  of  to  ete. 
Jjo  weore  feose  fat  weore  not  trewe 
And  nolde  not  faste  J>at  hem  was  duwc, 
And  hedden  of  mony  metes  dedeyn. 
But  hit  weore  likerous,  be  certeyn. 


boiling  ill 
pitcli,  while 
flaming  ser- 
]>eiiis  giiawd 
their  flesli. 


anil  Devils 
with  burning 
horns  tor- 
uiented  them. 


136 


UO 


144 


148 


152 


girls 

who  livil  in 

lechery,  .-iiiU 

156    kil.l  their 


yet  pretended 
to  be  maid- 

160  «'«• 


164 


168 


172 


St.  Paul  saw 
also  lean  folk. 


J'' 


And  .111  old 
between 


covetous,  and 
proud. 


P 
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En  sauj  poul  a  serw^ful  siht — 
And  he  loked  per  for}?  riht : 
An  Old  nion  sat  jjer  wepynge 
Devils:        Bi-t\vene  four  deueles  foul  3e]]ynge,  17G 

Poul  asked  what  he  was. 
And  \q  Angel  seide  in  plas  : 
"  He  was  ISTeclygent  a3eynes  forbod 
And  kepte  not  Jje  lawes  of  God,  180 

iic'd  been        He  nas  not  chast  of  bodi  i-sou2t 

uuclmste,      _  ■' 

Xe  of  herte  ne  of  his  J)ou3t, 

But  euer  he  was-  Couetous, 

Proud  of  herte  and  contrarius;  184 

Jjerof  nolde  he  him  not  schriue 

Ne  do  no  penaunce  bi  his  lyue, 

Jjerfore  he  schal  beo  pyned  ay 

WiJ)-outen  Noumbre  til  donms-day."  ,  188 

Oul  wepte  and  bigon  to  goule. 
\)Q  Angel  seide  :  "  whi  wepustou,  poule] 

3it  say3  fou  not,  as  I  Jje  telle, 

}5e  strengest  peyne  J)at  is  in  lielle."  192 

St.  p.iui  then       Jje  Angel  him  schewed  Avi]j-outen  wcoles 

A  put  a-seled  wif  seuen  seles. 

He  bad  him  stonde  bac,  for  ))at  ping, 

J3at  he  mihte  sustone  pat  stynk.  196 

He  opened  pe  IVfoup  of  pat  put : 
fl-omwiiicii      Hit  stonk  foule  w2on  hit  was  vnschut : 

the  stink  was  -^ 

awful.  jje  stynk  pat  com  oat  of  pat  plas 

Passed  al  pe  peynes  and  stinkes  per  was.  200 

pen  seide  pat  Angel,  to  biginne  : 
"■  Hose  comep  pis  put  wip-Inne, 
Bi-fore  God  and  vre  ladi 

Schal  neuer  of  him  beo  no  merci."  204 

Oul  askede  :  "  w3uclie  ben  po 
]?at  schulen  to  pis  peyne  go  ? " 
In Jt were       He  seide  :  "hose  leeuep  not  in  wone 
didn't  believe   Jjat  lesu  crist,  Godus  sone,  208 

b..n''of Vi'o      Tok  fflcsch  and  blod  of  pe  v/rgine  IMarie 

And  seppe  was  boren  of  hire  bodye ; 
and  who  .lid     And  also  pulke,  I  telle  hit  pe, 
Baptism  or      Jjat  ueucr  wolleu  Bapti3ed  be,  212 
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J)ulke  J)at  resseyue  not  \rorJjily 
\)e  flesch  and  blod  of  godus  bodi." 

POul  loked  forfur  Jjen 
And  sau^  fill  mony  men  and  yvjmmen 
Wormes  and  serpe?«tes  on  hem  seeten, 
Euer  as  houndes  pei  on  hem  freeten. 
So  mony  soules  per  Aveore  in  hold, 
Vchon  on  ojjur,  as  schep  in  fold. 
Hit  was  also  dep  to  nemene 
As  from  J)e  eorfe  vp  to  heuene. 
Of  heore  serwyng  was  muche  wondur, 
J3ei  made  a  noyse  as  hit  weore  fundur. 

And  J)ewne  poul  loked  touward  heuene, 
And  out  of  eor]?e  he  herde  a  steuene ; 
A  synful  soule  he  sau3  comynge 
Among  seue  deueles  waymentynge ; 
pe  W3uche  pat  same  day  forjji 
Was  itaken  from  J)e  bodi. 

J3e  Angeles  of  God,  pat  ben  vr  frendes, 
Crijeden  faste  to  pe  ffendes, 
Sey3inge  alias,  makynge  heore  mon : 
"  What  hap  pat  wrecched  soule  i-don  1 " 

])e  flfendes  seiden  :  "  verreyment, 
He  hap  se^en  his  luggement ; 
He  hap  ben  muche  mys-auyset, 
Godus  Comauwdemens  he  hap  dispyset, 
In  eorpe  he  lyued  in  foly 
And  per  dude  he  no  remedi. 
His  owne  cha[r]tre  hap  he  rad 
Jjat  his  synnes  were  Inne  I-sprad, 
And  so  forp,  we  telle  pe, 
His  owne  self  pen  lugged  he." 

J3en  tok  pe  deueles  and  him  bou/wle, 
And  caste  hym  in  to  pe  derkeste  grouwde, 
per  as  was  wepyng  wip  muche  vnseepe, 
Goulyng  and  grisbatyng  of  tepe. 
T^En  seide  to  poul  pat  Aungel : 
J     "  Leeue  pou  hit  and  knowe  hit  wel  : 
So  as  Mon  dop  in  his  lyuing 
So  schal  he  haue  aftur  his  endyng." 

VERNON    MS. 


St.  Panl  saw 
also  men  and 
216    w^omentom 
by  worms  and 
serpents. 


220 


224 


Tlien  he  saw 
a  soul  coming 
228    from  earth 

with  7  Devils, 


232 


236 


240 


244 


248 


who  said  he'd 
despised 
God's  com- 
mands, and 
Uvd  in  folly ; 


so  they  bound 
)iim,  and  cast 
him  into  tlie 
darkest  place. 


As  man  does 
in  life,  so 
shall  he  have 

„  _        doom  after 

252     death. 


258 
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of  St.  Paul. 


St.  Paul  saw 
next,  a  riglit- 
eouR  man  s 
soul  brought 
up. 


weloomd  by 
Angels, 


taken  before 
God. 


call  on  Paul 
and  Michael 
to  pray  for 
them. 


They,  with 


Paul  and 
Angels,  did 
piHy ; 

their  sound 
rose  to  the 
4th  Heaven. 


Aftur  Jjaf  )3is  was  for)5  so  sent, 
In-wij)  jje  space  of  a  moment, 

Aungeles  of  heuene  sai^  he  come  j)on, 
Brouhten  jje  soule  of  a  Eihtful  mon,  256 

Jjer  was  loye  wi]j  loud  steuene, 
ffor  so  J)ei  beereu  hit  in  to  heuene  ; 
Of  a  Jjousund  Ang<?les  he  herde  fe  vols, 
loynge  Avijj  a  semely  noys,  260 

And  seiden  :  "  murie  soule,  blesset  Jjou  be, 
fEor  euer  murjje  schal  beo  AviJ)  fe  ! 
)3ou  art  i-blesset  of  God  in  trone  : 
j?e  wille  of  Ihesu  hastou  done."  264 

y%En  seide  |3e  Angeles  in  heore  seizing : 
y   "  LedeJ)  hym  vp  to-foren  vr  kyng  ! 
Glad  may  he  ben  of  alle  clerkes 

]?at  schal  him-solf  rede  his  goode  werkes."  268 

Aftur  fat  Mihel  lede  him  in  hi3 
To  paradys  to  ofur  holi. 
A  loyful  noyse  was  hem  among 

Of  Angeles  and  Archangeles  wijj  song.  272 

T^Ei  ))at  in  peyne  bi-nej)en  lyje, 
J  Herden  J)is  and  al  hit  sei3e  ; 
J3ei  ^elleden  wi|j  lodly  cry  : 

"  Poul,  Michael,  on  vs  ha  merci !  276 

Prei  for  vs  wij?  good  a-cord 
To  vre  god  and  to  vre  lord  ! " 
l^En  seide  ])e  Angel  to  hem  po  : 

J      "  Weputh  !  poul  and  I  wolen  also,  280 

Jjat  Almihti  God,  J)at  may  best, 
Send  30W  sum  refuit  and  swrn  rest." 

And  feose  )5at  in  peyne  weore 
Cried  on  God  wi])  delf ul  beere ;  284 

Michael  and  poul  also, 
And  a  Legioun  of  Aungelus  mo. 
\)Q  soun  of  hem  was  herd  ful  euene 
Vp  in  to  ]je  ffeorjje  heuene,  288 

Sei3inge  "  haue  merci  on  hem, 
])&  Sone  of  God  and  eke  of  mon." 

And  fenne  ])ei  Jie  heuene  seih 
Open  a-non  ful  sodeynly,  292 
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J3e  Sone  of  god  com  doun  \>o 

And  herde  hem  preye,  mony  on  mo, 

)jei  preieden  alle  ful  tenderli 

"  Haue  merci  on  vs,  sone  of  Daui ! " 

l^E  vois  J)enne  of  vre  heuene  kyng 

J      Ouer  al  ]je  peyncs  was  herd  seying : 

"What  good  ha  36  don  herbifoi-e 

)3at  36  aske  i-este  so  sore  ] 

I  was  don  on  cros  for  30U  wz'J)  dere 

And  smiten  wij>  a  ful  scharp  spere, 

I-nayled  also  wi])  nayles  )5ree, 

Eysel  and  Galle  to  drynke  bode  me ; 

I  3af  my-self  for  30U  to  be, 

ffor  36  schulde  ouer  come  wi]>  me. 

Bote  3e  weore  peues,  coueytous, 

Proude  and  wro})e  and  envyous, 

Good  neuer  nolde  3e  do  non 

'Ne  to  schriff  nolde  30  not  gon, 

'Ne  do  penau7jce  for  no  J)ing 

WiJ)  Almusdedes  ne  wij)  fastyng, 

But  3e  weore  Iy3ei-s  al  3or  lyf 

And  liueden  euere  in  serwe  and  strif." 

"NEn  kneled  Poul  and  Mihel 

J     And  a  ^lilioun  Angeles  wel 

Bi-fore  fe  sone  of  God,  to  pray 

]3ei  moste  ha  reste  fe  sonenday. 

\)o  weore  jjeos,  as  I  ow  telle 

J3at  weoren  in  J)e  pynen  of  helle. 

"p*En  seide  vr  lord  to  hem  in  speUe : 

J     "  ffor  Poul  and  also  Michaelle 

And  myn  o^ure  Angeles  on  hi3e, 

Jjat  ben  in  heuene  so  goode  and  tri3e, 

And  also  of  my  grete  goodnesse, 

Hem  to  ese  of  heore  distresse, 

Jjis  rest  I  3iue  30W  ful  soon 

ffrom  Jje  seter-day  at  Xon 

Til  )je  secunde  hour  beo  cum 

On  J>e  Monenday,  al  and  sum." 

Anon  ]je  soules  hedden  |)er  rest — 
He  3af  hit  hem  J)at  mihte  best. 


296 


Christ  askt 
the  Damini 
what  good 
they  had 
done. 


300 


304 


308 


312 


316 


320 


324 


328 


332 


living  ever  in 
strife. 


Then  the 

Angels  prayd 
that  Ui« 
Damiid 
might  rest  on 
Sunday. 


Christ 

grantetl  this, 
from  Satur- 
day at  noon, 
till  the  <nd 
lionr  on  Mon- 
day. 
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He  who  hal- 
lows Sunday 
shall  have 
part  ot  the 
Angels'  eter- 
nal rest. 


Jje  soules  crijed  enerichon  : 
"  Blesset  beo  ]jou,  lord,  sone  of  men, 
Lord  and  God  of  Dauid  kuynde  ! 
}5is  rest  bi  Jje  haue  we  in  Muynde." — 

}jerfoie,  whos  hahvejj  wel  J>e  soncnday, 
He  sclial  ha  part  of  J)e  reste  ay 
)?at  ))e  Angeles  in  heuene 
Han  fere  wi])  niylde  steuene. 

Beo  war  of  Jie  serwe  and  drede 
And  of  J)e  peyues  jjat  we  her  rede, 
And  tome  we  in  alle  wyse 
Vr  lord  to  serue,  ]jat  hije  lustise ; 
Bi  w^uche  seruyse  we  may  come 
To  vre  lord  god  and  wij)  him  wone. 


336 


340 


344 


St.  Gregory' » 
Trental. 


XXXIV.    ))c  lap  trental^ 


I 


Title  in  V2: 

-writen  I  fynde  a  good  stori,  •po'fB^^'rL^Xw'wir'''' 

be  Pope  hit  Wrot  Seint  GregOri,^    !  The  name  here,  and  V.  81, 
'-  °        '      IS  a  later  introduction  to 


St.  Gregory's     Of  his  Modur  and  of  hire  lyf,  the  poem  (cf.MS.Cott.). 

Mother  (Gregory  is  said  to  have 

jjat  alle  men  heolden  an  holi  hosewyf ,  instituted  the  Trenuti.) 

So  sad^  of  Maner,  so  mylde  of  Mood,  »  V2good 

)?at  alle  men  heolden  hire  holi  and  good ; 

De-boner,  deuout,  so  milde  of  steuene, 

]3at  alle  men  gesset^  hire  wor])i  to  heuene.     iv^gessed   8 

1  Ed.  before  in  Engl.  Stvd.  VIII,  p.  275.  The  poem  occurs  again  in  the  same  MS. 
Vern.  fol.  CCCIII  (V.,)  ;  other  MSS.  are  Cott.  Cal.  A  II  (15th  cent.),  ed.  by  Furnivall, 
Pol.,  Rel.  and  Love  Poems,  London  1866,  and  MS.  Lamb.  806  ;  from  these  MSS.  A.  Kauf- 
mann  has  tried  to  give  a  critical  text,  based  chiefly  on  MS.  Cott.,  and  retaining  its  spell- 
ing {Erlanger  Beitrdge  3,  1889).  A  diflerent  version  is  extant  in  MS.  Edinb.  Adv.  Libr. 
19,  3,  1,  ed.  by  TurnbuU,  The  Visions  of  Timdale,  Edinb.  1843,  and  MS.  Canibr.  Univ. 
Libr.  KK  1,  6,  ed.  by  Kaufmann  1.  c,  which  MSS.  again  differ  greatly. 


MS.  Cott.  Cal,  A  II,  fol.  86  (ed.  in  Furnivall's  Polit.,  Relig.  and  Love  Poems, 
E.  E.  T.  S.  1866). 


A  nobuH  story  wryte  y  fynde, 

A  pope  hit  wrote  to  haue  yn  mynde. 

Of  his,  modur  &  of  her  lyf 

That  holden  was  an  holy  wyfe. 


Of  myrthes  sadde  &  myldi;  of  mode, 
))at  aH  men  held  hei-*  holy  &  gode  ; 
Bothe  deuowte  &  mylde  of  steuen),    7 
4   j5«t  aH  men  helde  hci''  wordy  heuen. 
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As  holi  I-liolden  as  heo  was, 

)?e  fend  3  it  failed  hire  in  a  foul  cas, 

He  truyled^  hire  wij)  his  tricherye  »  vjgyiede 

And  ladde  hire  in  to  lecherye,  1 2 

jjat  lust  wij)  loue  hire  so  be-gylede, 

So  foule,  til  heo  was  wi|>  childe. 

So  priueliche  nojieles  heo  hire  bar 

}3at  J)er-of  nas  no  wiht  I-war.  16 

And  for  no  wiht  schulde  wite  hire  cas, 

Anon  as  hire  child  I-boren  was, 

J3e  Kekke  heo  nom,  fe  cliild  heo  woriede, 

And  a-non  Jje  child  heo  buriede.  20 

jjus  was  heo  cumbred  in  careful  cas, 
[N'e  schewed  neuer  schrift  ferof,  alias  ! 
ffor  heo  wolde  holy  I-holde  be, 

Heo  tolde  neuer  prest  hire  priuite ;  24 

AP  folk  fayn  was  of  hire  fame,  »  V2  AUe 

So  holy  as  heo  was  holden  of  name. 

Eft-sones  hir  fel  fe  same  cas 
Eiht  as  bi-foren  bi-tyd  hire  Avas.  28 

ffor  heo  was  comen  of  prys  parage. 
Of  riche  kun,^  of  gentil  lynage. 
Hire  sone  was  seynt  Gregori  ))e  pope,       «v 
Men  heolden  hire  holy  w/J)  al  heore  hope,^ 
)?erfore  heo  schonede  hir  schrift  to  schowe, 
Leste  by  schrift  hire  cas  weor^  knowe.  '  v.- were 

^So  schonie  make]?  men  schone  heor  schrift     *  ^aaj^uon**'^ 
And  leose^  Jje  grace  of  gotlus  jift,  '  ms.  ieo8e}>  36 

And  sipen  to  liuen  so  sunfuUi^  »  v-isinftiiu 


was  led  bv 
the  Devil  in 
lechery. 


She  wnins? 
lier  baby's 
neck. 


and  never 
cnufest  her 
sin. 


1  Vi  kin 

«  vv.  31-2om.inCott. 

32 


As  she  was  of 
hiKli  birth, 


nnd  the 
Pope's 
mother, 

she  feard  to 
ciuifess,  and 
nialie  her  sin 
known. 


So  holy  as  she  was  holde  of  name, 
AH  men  were  gladde  of  hei''  fame, 
liut  as  holy  as  she  holden  was,         11 
)5e  deueH  brow3th  hei-'  yn  a  foule  cas. 
He  tWfeled  hei''  so  \yiih  his  trecherye 
And  ledde  her  yn  lust  of  lecherye, 
ffor  wit/i  lust  of  lecherye  he  her  begylde 
TyH  she  hadde  cowceyned  a  chylde.  16 
And  also  p?'/uely  she  hit  bare 
That  ])ei''-of  was  no  man  ware. 
And  for  no  mon)  shuld  wyte  of  ))«t  case, 
Anone  as  Jje  chylde  born  was,  20 


The  chylde  she  slow^  Sc  wyryede 
And  pryuely  she  hit  byryede. 
\)er  was  she  co?wbred  yn  a  carefuH  case, 
And  vnshryuen  \ier-oi  she  was  ;        24 
She  ne  tolde  no  preste  hei''  p?'iuyte 
ffor  she  wolde  holy  holden  be. 
Efte-sones  she  fett  m  J>e  same  case 
Ry^th  as  beforn  hei''  be-tydde  was.  28 
fl'or  she  was  comew  of  hy^  parage. 
Of  gentyii  kynne  &  wor))y  lynage, 
\)eiio^  she  wolde  not  her'  synne  shewe 
JS'or  yn  schryfte  h/t  be-knowe,  32 
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And  soiily  dyen  and  sodeynli. 

))is  \vo?«niones  dedes  ner  not  aspyet,^     i  V2  neore .  aspyed 
She  died.         And  softly  sone  J)er-af  tur  heo  dyed,  40 

Whon  heo  was  seyen^  so  softly  dye,  i  v-jsejen 

Men  hopede  heo  weore  m  heuene  ful  hi^e,^      » Vaiiie 
,Men  heolden  hir  holy  and  so  deuonte 

J3at  of  hire  def  men  hedden  no  doute,  44 

But  wenden  witerly  alle  to-wisse 

)5at  heo  weove  set  in  souereyn  blisse. 

'KEr-aftur  \vij)-lnne  a  luytel  tyme 

J      Vp-on  a  day  sone  aftur  prime  48 

And  when        Hire  sone  fe  pope  at  IMasse  stood, 
Gicirory'w'as     And  of  his  Modur  trouwed  bote  good. 

Buying  Mass,  -«r-ii 

Al  sodeynliche  a-Midde  his  messe 
a  fiieat  dark-     ])er  drouli  touwai'd  hi??^  such  a  derknesse  52 

iiess  came  on, 

))at  lakkede  al  Jjc  dayes  lyht 

And  was  derk^  as  hit  Aveore  niidniht ;    ^  v..  as  deik  as  is  at  m. 

And  in  fat  derknesse  a  myst  among, 

Al  stoneyd  he  was,  such  stunch  Jier  stong ;  66 

}3er-of  so  grislich  he  was  a-gast 

J?at  al  swounyng  he  was  al-mast. 

Beo-syde  he  loked  vndur  his  leor  : 
and  he  saw  a     A-Middo  be  dcikncsse  ber  droiu  on  ner  60 

ture,  A  wonder  grisli^  creature,  i  v-giisiich 

Riht  aftur  a  fend  ferde  hire  feture ; 

So  Eagget,^  so  Eent,  so  elyng,  so  vael,^  i  V2  Ragged  ^  enei 
like  a  Devil       As  hidous  to  bi-holden  as  helle-deuel ;  64 

Mou)?  and  Neose,  Eres  and  E^es 

And  so  her"  dedes  wei''  not  a-spyed.  And  sodenly  yn  myddes  his  masse  47 

But  aftwrwarde  sodenly  she  dyed.  \)er  jjrow^  to  hyin  such  a  derkenesse 

When  she  was  seyn  so  sodenly  dye,  \)at  he^  lakkede  ner  fe  dayes  ly^t, 

Men  hoped  she  was  yn  heuen  hye ;  36  ffor  hit  was  derke  as  mydny^t;  lom.he 

They  helde  hei''  so  holy  &  deuowte  In  fat  derkenes  was  myste  among,  51 

\)ai  of  hei''  deth  fey  made  no  dowte,  AH  a-stonyed  he  stode  so  hit  stongke. 

But  sykurly  men  wende  y-wys  Be-syde  he  loked  vn^ur  hys  lere : 

)3at  she  was  worfy  heuen  blys.         40  In  fat  derknes  a  f ywg  frew  hym  nere, 

Then  aft^r  AVit/i-Inne  a  sliorte  tyme,  A  wonJjMrfuH:  grysely  creature,  55 

Vpon  a  day  soone  aftyr  pryme,  Aiiur  a  fend  fyred  wiih  aH:  hei''  feture, 

The  pope  as  he  at  his  masse  stode,  43  AH  ragged  &  rente,  bofe  eleiige  &  euelt, 

Vpon  h?'s  modw?-  he  liadde  fowjt  goode,  As  orrybuH  to  be-holde  as  any  deueH  ; 

Prayng  to  god  ^wiil^  co??cieiis  clere  Mowthe,  face,  eres  &  yes 
The  sofe  to  knowe  as  hit  were. 
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St.  Gregory 
askt  tliis 
creature 


It  said,  • 
am  tlir 
Mother. 


fflauraed  al  ful  of  furi  lijes.^  '  V2  leijes 

HE  asked  hit  hei3lich  :  "  forwh  his  miht 
jjat  alle  deueles  schal  dreden  and  diht,  68 

And  eke  bi  vertu  of  his  blood 
J5at  for  Monkynde  dijed  on  Eod, 
Sey  me  a-non  ^  \e  sojje  soone  :  »  v»  sik.riy 

What  hastou  in  ))i3  place  to  done  ]  72 

What  is  \i  cause,  f  ou  cursede  wrecche, 
)3us  rae  at  Masse  to  derue  and  drecche  %  " 
T^E  gost  onswerde  wij)  dreri  cher : 
J      "  I  am  J)i  Moodur  ))at  pe  beer,  76 

Jjat  for  vn-schriuene  dedes  derne 
In  bitter  peynes  ))us  i  heme." 
"I^En  onswerd  J)e  pope  :  "alias, 

J     Alias,  my  !Modur,  fis  wondur  cas !  80 

AUas,  my  Modur,  hou  may  Jiis  be, 
In  such  aray  I  Jje  to  seo  ] 
Men  wenden  witerli  to-wisse 

J?ou  weore  wel  wovJ)i  to  habbe  blisse  84 

And  ))at  ful  wel  wiJ)  God  J)ou  were. 
To  preyen  for  us  Jiat  liuen  3it  here. 
Sey  me,  modur,  wijHDuten  feyne, 
Whi  art  fou^  put  to  al  Jsis  peyne  ] "         '  vt  artou  88 

Heo  seide  :  *•'  my  sone,  so))fastly 
I  schal  J)e  telle  fe  caiise  why  : 

ifor  I  nas  not  such  as  I  seemed,  i  was  wicked 

But  wikked  and  worse  pen  men  me  demed,  92 


Bre?mede  ail  fuH  of  brewnyng  lyes. '60 
He  was  so  agast  of  pat  grysyly  goste 
That  yn  a  swonyng  he  was  almoste. 
He  halsed  h?t :  "  jjorow  goddes  myjte 
That  ])e  fende  he  putte  to  fly^te,       64 
And  be  Jje  vertu  of  hys  blode 
That  for  mankynde  dyed  on  Rode, 
Sey  me  sykerly  )je  sope  soone  67 

What  J)ou  hast  yn  ]>is  place  to  done ; 
What  ys  \>j  cause,  )jou  cursed  wreche, 
Thus  at  masse  me  for  to  drecche  ? " 
\>e  gost  answered  wit/i  drury  chere  : 
"  I  am  Jjy  modur  Jjat  \>e  beere,    ir.beme 
])at  for  vnschryuen  dedes  so  derne  73 
In  byttyr  paynes  \>us  y  brewne^." 


Then  sayde  J)e  pope  :  "alas,  alas  ! 

Modur,  Jj/s  ys  to  me  a  wond^^/-  case.  76 

A,  leef  modur,  how  may  J)/s  be 

In  suche  paynes  pe  for  to  se  1 

ffor  aH  men  wende  y-wys  ^l  well  with  god 

That  povi  hadde  ben)  wordy  heuen  blys, 

And  fuH  good^  ])at  pon  were, 

To  praye  for  vs  pat  ben  here. 

Sey  me,  modyr,  wtt/<-outen  fayne,    83 

Why  art  pou  put  to  aH  p/s  payne  1 " 

She  sayde  :  "  sone,  sykerly, 

I  shall  pe  telle  pe  cause  why  : 

fEor  y  was  not  such  as  y  semed, 

But  myche  worse  pen  men  wened ;  88 
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and  durst  not 
be  sfhriveii." 
She  then  con- 
test lier  sin. 


St.  Gregory's 
Mother  tohl 
him  a  Trental 
of  10  chief 
Feasts  would 
serve  lier: 


3  eiich  of 
Christmas, 
tlie  Epiph- 


Annun- 
ciation, 
Kesurrection, 

Ascension, 
Pentecost, 
Trinity, 
Mary's  Uirth 
and  Concep- 


I  sungedei  wikkedliche  in  my  lyue,  i  Visung, 

Of  w^uch  I  ne  dorste  for  schome  me  scliriue  3" 
Heo  tolde  him  trewely  al  hire  cas 
ffrom  ende  to  ojjur  riht  as  hit  was, 
"  ^  ei  me,  Modur,  for  Marie  flour, 

k3  3if  ou^t  may  beo  Jji  socour,^  1  vsj^isufs 

Wher  penauMce  of  fasting  mai  oujt  alegge, 
Beodes  or  Masses  fi  peynes  abregge. 
Or  eny-raaner  o))ur  ]jyng 
)5at  ])e  mai  helpe  of  eny  lissyng  ] " 
"'ly /|~I  deore  Blessede  sone,"  seide  heo, 

if  I    "  £ful  wel  I-holpen  I  mihte  beo, 
Holpen  and  saued  I  mihte  beo  wel 
Hose  vndurtoke  a  trewe  trental 
Of  ten  cheef  festes  of  al  fe  3er 
To  synge  for  me  in  J)is  Maneer  : 

jjreo  Masses  of  Cristes  Xatiuite, 
And  of  ])e  Ephiphan  pj>ur  ]>re, 
}?reo  of  ])e  Purificaciun, 
And  |)reo  of  ])e  Annunciaciun, 
Jjreo  of  J)e  EesuiTexiun, 
And  J)reo  of  fe  Ascenciun, 
Of  Jje  Pentecost  o]3ur  Jjre, 
And  jjreo  of  fe  holy  Triiiite, 
J3reo  of  Maries  Natiuite, 
And  of  hire  Concepciou?^  ofnr  Jjre  " — 


100 


104 


108 


112 


116 


I  lyuede   in  lustes  wykkydly  in  my 

lyfe, 

Of  f)e  wliyche  y  wolde  me  not  shryfe  ; " 
And  tolde  hy??^  trewly  ail  fe  case     91 
ffro  J)e  bygymiyng  how  pat  hit  wase. 
The  pope  lette  teres  a-down  Ee?jne, 
And  to  \\is  modyr  he  sayde  fen  : 
"  TeH  me   now,  modwr,  for   loue   of 
mary  ^our,  95 

If  any  fyng  may  pe  help  or  sokour, 
Bedes  or  masse,  J)y  penaiu^ce  to  bye. 
Or  ony  fastyng,  fy  sorowe  to  aleye ; 
What  c/Y(fte  or  caste  or  any  o]iur  ]?yng 
The  may  help  or  be  jjy  Keleiiyng  % " 
"  My  blessed  sone,"  sayde  she,  101 
"  ff uH  weH  y  hope  pat  hit  may  be ; 


Syker  &  saf  my3th  y  be  weH 
Who-so  trewly  wolde  take  a  trenteH 
Of  ten  chef  festes  of  ])e  3ere,  105 

To  syng  for  me  yn  Ipis  manere  : 
Thre  masses  of  crystys  natyuyte. 
And  of  pe  xij  day  opur  pra,  108 

Thre  of  our  ladyes  puryfycacion), 
And  opiir  Jjre  of  hei-'  Annn??ciacion>, 
Thre  of  crystes  gloryous  Eesurreccion), 
And  ojjiw  fre  of  h?'s  hyj  Ascencion), 
And  of  pentecoste  o])u?-  pre,      '       113 
And  pre  of  jje  blessed  trinite, 
And  of  0U1'  ladyes  Assn;Hi:)cioii)  opur 

J3re, 
And  of  hei''  loyfuH  natiuitc  pre;    116 
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124 


128 


w.  129-146  a  later  paraphrase  of 
the  two  w.  iu  MS.  Cott. 


132 


Jjeose  weoren^  pe  cheef  festes  ten  » <»/.  ben 

Jjat  souereynliche  socourde-  synful  men.    »  oz.  socouKen) 
"  What  godmon  syngej)  feos  masses,  saimfayle,         121 
To  synful  soule^  fei  schuUen  auayle,  »  vi  scales 

Wi}j  J)e  3eer  wif-outen  treyne 
Diliueren  a  sonle  ful  out  of  peyne. 
Let  sei  fees  Masses  bi  30ure  hestes 
Wif-Inne  fe  vtaues  of  );e  ffestes  ! 
And  he  fat  schal  feos  Masses  do, 
Let  sei  fer-wij)  J)e  Orisun  fer-to, 
iTreoweliche  wijj-outen  were 
Eueri  day  forwh-out  pe  ^ere, 
Heet  him  sei^  hit  eueri  day,  *  viseyen 

Ojjur  he  pat  do])  J»e  Masses  to  say." 

Hose  wol  knowe  J)is  orisun  cleoe, 
Hit  is  on  Englisch  fus  muche  to  mene  : 
"  God,  vr  verrey  Redempciun,  Oracio 

Vr  so|)fast  soules  sauaciun,  136 

Jpat  chose  al^  ojjur  londes  bi-fom  >  Vsaite 

j)e  lond  of  bi-heste  In  to  beo  bom, 
And  J)i  de])  suff redest  in  J)at  same,^  i  Vz  }>e  s. 

Diliue;*e  Jjis  soule  from  gult  and  blame,  1 40 

Tak  hit  out  of  J)e  fendes  bond. 
And  pat  lond  from  J)e  hepene  bond. 
And  peple  pat  leuep  not  in  pe 

Jjorwh  pi  vertu  amendet  mot«  be ;  144 

And  alle^  pat  trustep  In  pi  Merci,  »  vaai 

Lord,  saue  hem  sone  and  sopfastli ! " 
"    A    Modur,"  he  seide,  "  pat  wol  I  do, 

l\    ffor  I  am  mon  most  I-holde^  per-to —  148 

)3ou  weore  my  Modur,  I  was  pi  sone —      »  vi  hoiden  fi-  om.) 
To  synge  pe  Masses  I  schal  not  schone-  ;     »  ms.  scheme 


These  Masses, 
said  within 
theOotjivesof 
the  Festivals, 


and  with  a 
Prayer, 


"God,  our 
Redemption, 


deliver  this 
soul  from  tlie 
Fiend's 
bond : " 


St.  Gregory 

Smmist  his 
[other  to 
sing  this 
Trental  of 


These  ben  pe  chefe  festes  ten 
That  sokoM?-pe  sowles  pat  ben  fro  heuen. 
"Who-so  say  th  pese  masses ,  wzt/i-out  f ayle, 
ffor  synfutt  sowles  pey  shall  a-vayle  ; 
AH  a  jere,  w/tA-outer^  trayne, 
They  delyuere  a  sowle  out  of  pa}Tie. 
Lette  say  pese  masses  be  ^our  hestes 
Wz't/i-lnne  pe  vtas  of  pe  festes  !       124 
And  he  pat  shall  pese  masses  do, 


Sey  he  per-witli  pis  oryson  also : 
Deu-s  qui  es  nostra  Bedempcio,        127 
"Wj't/i  an  pe  opM7*  pat  longen  per-to." 
The  pope  was  gladde  her'-of  i?^  fay, 
And  to  his  modur  pen  gon  he  say  : 
"Mod}T,"  he  sayde,  "pis  shaH  be  do, 
ffor  y  am  moste  bounde  pe?-to —     132 
Thou  were  my  taodur,  I  was  py  sone — 
ITiys  same  ^ere  hit  shaH  be  done ; 
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and  on  the 
days  assiKud, 
lie  duly  sang 
tliein. 


a  comely 
Lady, 


led  by  2 
Angels. 


God  graunte  me,  Modur,  fe  stonde  in  stede^ 

Ajeynes  Ipe  synnes  fat  euer  fou  dude.^ 

I  halse  ))e  heijliche,  Modur  deere,      »  V2  Ajeyn 

j)is  tyme  twelf-Mone])  ^  to  me  a-peere,        i  Vaa 

Hoi  |)in  a-stat  to  me  ])ou  schowe, 

J?at,  hou  ))ou  fare,  I  mouwe  wel  kiiowe  !  " 

"~j% /I"i  sone,"  heo  seide,  "I  wole,  in  ffey," 

J^tJL  And  wij)  ])at  Avord  heo  wente  hir  wey. 
So  day  from^  day  pe  jer  con  passe,  i  Vzf 

j)e  pope  for-lette  neuer  his  Masse 
j)G  same  dayes  pat  weoren^  asignet,  '  Vim 

To  helpen  his  Modur  pat  was  so  pynct,! 
And  tok  Jje  Orisun  al-gate  per-to 
Als,  as  his  Modur  prei3ede  him  do. 
"p%At  tyde  twelf-Monep  at  Masse  he  stod 
J      Holyliche  wip  deuociun  good  : 
And  in  pat  same  tyde  apliht 
He  say3  a  swipe  selli  siht, 
A  comeli^  ladi,  so  dresset  and  diht  i 

)pat  al  pe  world  of  hire  schon  briht, 
Comeli  Corouned^  as  a  Qweene,  i  v: 

Tweyn  Angeles  laddew  hire  hem  bi-twene. 
He  was  so  Eauischt  of  pat  siht, 
Al-most  for  loye  he  swounede  riht. 
He  fel  doun  flat  bi-foren  hire  feet, 
])G  teres  of  his  e3en  he  doun  leet,^ 


'  Vz  stude 

152 

Buwnes  .  dede 
tw.  m. 

156 


160 


V^2  pyned 


V2  comly 


164 


168 


172 


175 

Vi  Deuoutli  teres  W(J)  leores 
he  leet 


God  graunte  me  grace  to  stonde  in 

stede 
A3eyns  aH:  pe   sjnnus  pat  exxur  pou 

dede.  136 

I  co?Jimauwde  hooly,  my  moder  dere, 
})at  p^'s  tyme  twelfmonep  pou  to  me 

apere. 
And  hooly  to  me  py  state  pou  telle, 
That  how  pou  fare  y  may  Avyte  weli." 
"  My  sone,"  she  savde,  "  y  woH  yn 

fay,"  "  141 

And  with  pat  worde  she  wente  hei'' 

way. 
Day  by  day  pe  jei-'  gon  passe, 
The  pope  for-jate  neuM?"  his  masse  144 
The  same  dayes  pat  were  a-syned, 


To  helpe  his  modur  pat  was  pyned, 
And  toke  pe  orysons  aH-way  p^r-to 
Ey^th  as  she  bad  hjin  for  to  do.     148 
xij  monep  aitur  as  he  at  masse  stode 
With  g?-et  deuocion)  &  holynesse  gode, 
At  pat  same  tyme  fuH  Eyght 
He  sawe  a  fuH  swete  syght :  152 

A  comely  lady  dressed  &  dyght, 
That  aH  pe  worlde  was  not  so  bryjt, 
Comely  crowned  as  a  qwene, 
Twenty  Angellys  hei"'  ladde  be-twene. 
He  was  so  Eaueshed  of  pat  sygfit  157 
That  ny3  for  loye  he  swoned  Eyght. 
He  lett  down  flatte  by-fore  hei"'  fete, 
\)at^  deuowtly  teres  wepynge  he  lete, 

1  ora.  J>at 
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He  grette^  hire  wij)  wel  mylde  steuene         ^  Vsgret  ^erfTQ.^u 

And  seyde  :  "  ladi,  Qween  of  heuene,  McJu^r  o"' 

Moodur  of  Ihe^'u,  Mylde  Marie,  •'«"'«• 

ffor  my  moodur  Merci  I  crie."  180 

"  [T^]0  wey,"  heo  seide,  "  I  nam  not  heo 

[_L^]  ^e  whom  J)ou  wenest^  J)at  I  beo,     >  V2)>eweuest 
Bote,  soblyche,  as  bou  seost  me  her,  she  said  she 

'»•'''  '  was  but  his 

I  am  fe^  Moodur  fat  fe  beer.  » r.^i;  Y2\>\  184:   o«n Mother. 

Bi-foren  i  ferde,  bou  wustest  wel,  a  year  ago. 

fEarj-nge  as  a  fend  of  hel,i  »  Vsheiie  Heu^***^ 

I  am  nou  such  as  J)0u  sest  her, 

Jjorwh  help  and  vertu  of  ])i  preyer,  188  now.byhu 

ffrom  derknesse  i-dresset^  to  blisse  cleer.       >  Viom.  i-         ^fb'^^ 

J3e  tyme  beo  blesset  Jjat  I  fe  beer ! 

And  for  J>e  kuyndenesse  of  J)i  deede 

Souereyn  loye  schal  beo  fy  Meede.  192 

And  alle  pat  lete))  feos  Masses  fus  do, 
Schul  saue  hem-self  and  soules  also. 
Jjerfore,  Sone,  fis  storie  Jjou  preche ! 
!Mi  dere  sone,  god  I  |)e  be-teche."  196 

Whon  heo  hedde  endet  |)is  wordes  euene, 
Angeles  token  hire  hom^  to  heuene.  >  v-eaene  xheAneeU 

took  lier  to 

)3e  same  horn  to  ^  god  vs  send e,  'viom.  to  Heaven. 

To  wone  wij)  him  wijj-outeu  ende.     Amen}  200 

1  Then  follows  in  MS.  Vernon,  William  of  Nassington's  Mirrmir  of  Life  (translation  of 
John  de  WalJeby's  Speculum  Vitce),  fol.  CCXXXI— CCLXIIII  b,  extant  also  in  a  MS.  of 
Lord  Ashburnham  (best  MS.),  MS.  Reg.  17  CVIII  (\VTitten  1418),  Hatton  19  ;  then  Rich. 
Rolle's  Pricke  of  Conscience,  fol.  CCLXIIII  b— CCLXXXIII  b  ;  then  pe  Spore  of  Loue. 

And  grette  her*  w/t/i  a  mylde  steuen  fPro  derknesse  I  dresse  to  blysse  clere ; 

And  sayde  ))ere:  "lady,qwene  of  heuen,  )pe  tyme  be  blessed  \at  y  J>e  here  !  176 

Modyr  of  Ihesu,  mayde  marye.  And  for  )je  kyndenesse  of  ^y  good  dede 

ffor  my  modyr  mercy  I  crye."         164  Heuen-blysse  shaH  be  J>y  mede. 

At  \ai  worde  with  mylde  chere  And  aH  \o  \a\,  lete«  J)ese  masses  be  do, 

She  hy??z  answered  on  Jj/s  manere  :  ShaH  saue  bem-self  &  o^ur  mo ;      180 

"Blessed  sone,  I  am  not  she  167  \>us  may  ))ey  helpe  her*  fr6ndes  aH 

Who  wenest^  j>ou  y.i\,  I  be,  'r.whom  j>.w.  That  Eeche-lesly  yu  sy?me  faHe. 

But  cartes  as  J»ou  seest  me  here  Therfore,  sone,  \is  story  Jiou  preche  ! 

I  am  ]jy  modyr  \at  J»e  here.  And  almy^ty  god  y  J)e  be-teche."    184 

That  her'-by-fore,  J)ou  wyste  weH,  At  pe  e»dyng  of  her  wordes  euen) 

I  was  wordy  payne  yn  heH,  172  An  AngeH  her  ber  yn  to  heuen. 

And  now  y  am  such  as  \o\\  seest  her*,  In  to  pat  place  god  vs  sende,  187 

)3orow  help  of  pe  vertu  of  py  prayei'',  To  dwelle  wiili  her  wz't/t-outen)  ende. 
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(MS.  Cott.  Cal.  A  II  adds :) 

Thys  ys  J)e  vertu,  y  fe  telle,  Also  longe  as  hit  doth  leste —         216 

Of  seynt  gregory  trenteHe.  viij*"  day?<s  men)  callen  jje  vtas — 

But  who  so  wyil  do  h^t  trewely,  )je  preste  moste  say  m  his  masse — 

He  moste  do  more,  sykurly  :  192  A  nobuH  orysoun)  hii  ys  holde — 

Jje  preste  Jj«t  fe  masse  shaH  synge,  )3e  colette  Jjat  fyrst  y  of  tolde.         220 

At  eche  feste  J)at  he  do]j  hit  mynge  And  aftwr  fe  fyrste  orysoun) 

He  moste  say  viith  good  deuocion)  \)er  ys  an-o]j«r  of  gret  Eenoun) 

Ouer  Euen)  ^e  co??^mendacyon),       196  ]5at  to  ]?e  sowle  ys  won))2<r  swete, 

Placebo  &  dyryge  also,  Mewne  calle  hit  jje  secrete.  224 

The  sowle  to  brynge  out  of  woo ;  Where  jje  p?'este  hath  don  Iw's  masse. 

And  also  fe  salnm*'  seuene,  199  Vsed,  &  h/s  hondes  wasche, 

ffor  to  brynge  fe  sowle  to  heuen —  A-no))?«*  oryson  he  moste  say, 

Among  o])ur  prayeres  fey  ben  good  ])at  yn  fe  boke  fynde  he  may,        228 

To  brynge  sowles  fro  helle  f[l]ode,  j)e  "  post  comen  "  men  don  hit  calle, 

ffor  euery  psalme  qwencheth  a  synne.  That  helpeth  sowles  out  of  Jjralle. 

As  ofte  as  a  man  poth  hem)  mynne.  And  \at  ]5es  be  don  at  eche  a  feste  231 

Loke  wz't/i  good  deuocyon  fou  hem  say!  As  jje  trentaH^  speketh  moste  &  leste ; 

And  to  aH  halewes  ])at  Jjou  pray,  Then  may  jjou  be  sykur  &  certayne 

To  heipe  J)e  vfith  aH  hei-*  myjte      207  To  biynge  ]3e  sowle  out  of  payne 

The  sowle  to  brynge  to  heuen  bryght,  To  endeles  loye  ]iat  lasteth  aye, 

Ther*  ewur  ys  day  and  neu?«'  nyght —  ])at  god  dyed  fore  on  good  fryday.  236 

Cryst  graunt  vs  parte  of  ^at  lyght !  To  fat  loye  he  vs  brynge  i  con-,  fr.  trenteii 

Loke  fese  ben  sayde  aH  in-fere  J?«t  ys  m  heuen  wM-oute  endynge  ! 

Euery  day  yn  fe  ^ere  ;  212  Pray  we  aH  hit  may  so  be, 

JS^'euer  a  day  \at  \io\x  for-jete,  And  say  Amen  for  charyte.  240 

These  to  say  jjou  ne  lette  !  Explicit 

Also  in  fe  vtas  of  euery  feste 


Z'S'^T.  [XXXV.    ])t  ^^m  of  ^OUC.]^'"''!-'^'^"'""''"''. 

(A  free  translation  of  St.  Edmund's  SpsaUicm.) 
Her  beginnejj  fe  Prikke  of  loue, 
Jjat  profitable  is  to  soule  be-houe. 


God,  grant        /^  od  bat  art  of  mijtes  most 

thy  Hlessing        *    


to  all  who         \_M    ffader  and  Sone  and  holigost, 

lieavkeu  to  n        •  i  i 

me!  ])ow  grau?ite  hem  alle  fi  blessyng 

jpat  herken  wel  to  fis  talkyng,  4 

ffor,  lewed  and  lered,  more  and  lesse, 

Hit  wol  ow  teche  holynesse ; 

To  loue  God  wif  fyn  chere 
My  dears,         Hit  wol  ou  techc,  my  leoue  and  dere.  8 

^  So  the  title  in  v.  21,  1081  ;  in  the  heading  the  title  is  pe 
Prlkkc  of  loiie.  A  local  reference,  v.  163  ff.,  seems  to  imply  that 
the  poem  was  written  in  Leicester.  The  translation  is  very  free, 
with  frequent  additions,  omissions,  and  contractions. 
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12 


16 


20 


24 


28 


ffor  mony  a  tyme  30  cone  me  preys 

)3er-of  a  lesson  ow  to  seye  ; 

3oure  dulnesse  sumwhat  to  scharpe 

3e  han  me  preyed  for  to  carpe. 

ffor  bisynes  of  worldli  J>ing 

To  monye  hit  is  a  gret  lettyng, 

And  eke  jor  owne  frelete, 

)3at  make]?  ow  3eore  heui  to  be 

Of  or-self  and  ^oure  liuinge, 

}3or\v  )3e  flfendes  entysynge. 

Jjerfore  J)is  bok  to  ow  I  make 

3oure  discumfort  for  to  slake, 

Jjat  is  cald  "  fe  spore  of  loue," 

)3at  sturef  or  loue  to  god  aboue. 

Eiht  as  )je  spore  make])  hors  to  re«ne, 

So  schal  Jiis  bok  sone  god^  ou  kenne,        »  ms.  good 

]3at  is  souereyn  holynesse. 

3e  schul  fynde  heer-in  swetnesse  : 

Loke  3e  take  herto  good  hede  ! 

fEor  I  schal  telle  30U,  as  I  rede. 

)3is  may  be  3or  halyday  werk, 

Hit  wol  a-vayle  bojje  lewed  and  clerk. 

Of  Meditacion  of  \i-self  knowyng.^ 

Take>  good  hede,  of  alle  finge     ^  -^^.^J^ToaHe  sp:"'" 
)3is  tweyne  to  loue,  good  pei  wil  J)e  bnnge  :       32 
)3e  ffurste  Is  Meditacion, 
])Q  toper  is  Contemplacion ;     ^ 
)5enk  of  J)i-self  Jjat  is  to  say, 

And  on  God,  eueriche  day.  36 

Jjou  mai3t  not  loue  God  ri3t  wel 
But  3if  Jiou  knowe  him  furst  sumdel, 
Ke  ]ji-self  neuer  J)e  more. 

}5at  God  is  best  wite  wel  ferfore ;  40 

And  wene  not  fi-self  be  best, 
Al  |)i  while  jjen  hast  Jjou  lost. 
J3i-self  loke  fiat  ]Jou  knowe, 
ffor  pat  schal  make  pe  Meke  &  lowe  44 

And  able  to  knowe  pe  grete  boujite 
Of  God  pat  sittep  in  Maieste.^ 


I  write,  for 
your  comfort, 
this  Spur  of 
Love, 


2.  Contem- 
pliitioii. 


to  know  the 
goodness  of 
God. 
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Tliy  body  was 
begotteii  of 
filth, 

and  tliy  9 
issues  are 
unclean : 


2  Ears, 
2  Eyes, 
2  Nostrils, 

1  Mouth, 

2  Privities. 


St.  Bernard 
says 


man  is 
a  sack  of 
muck, 


Proud  man, 
thy  soul 
shall  go  to 
Hell. 

Thy  body 
shall  rot. 
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Bi-))enk  fe  Jje^nie,  wliil  \o\\  hast  quart, 

In  Bodi  and  Soule  what  jjou  art.  48 

)5i  bodi  was  gendred  of  foul  matere, 

)5at  is  wlatsum  for  to  here. 

^  Hi  al  bin  Issuwes  hit  is  wel  sene    'vv.  51-86.  This  passage  is 

'  wanting  ni  the  Spec. 

Jjat  fou  art  not  wif-Inne  ful  clene.  52 

iS^yne  Issuwes  ])ou  hast,  I  wene, 

3if  pou  loke  hem  al  bi-deene  : 

Tweyne  Eren  pou  hast,  ben  ful  of  wore, 

)3yn  Ejen  ben  gou?idi  whon  fei  ben  sore,  56 

\i\  Neose-purles  ben  ful  of  suit, 

And  \\  Mouj)  of  glet  and  spit, 
]3yn  Issuwes  fat  aren  in  priuete 

tfur  schome  J)ou  letest  no  mon  hem  se.  60 

)?erfore,  seint  Bernard  as  he  vs  telles  :  ^ 
]pou  proude  mon,  fou  art  nou^t  elles 

But  of  Muk  bretful  a  Sekke  ;  »  cf.  The  sayings  of  St.  Bernard. 


^lon,  schuldest  fou  not  so  niuche  rekke 

Of  fi-self  pen  of  anofer, 

ffor  Eot  is  J>i  ffader,  worm  \\  brofier, 

Ifor  gendred  he  is  riht  of  fe  same 

As  f>ou.     Proud  mon,  )jou  art  to  blame, 

J3at  flow  berest  fe  so  stoutli 

And  hast  J)ow  non  enchesun  whi ! 

Heddest  J)ow  be  maad  of  stones  riche, 
Sonne  or  Mone  or  bodi  heuenliche. 
How  nobliche  jjow  heddest  be  \vr0u3t ! 
As  Lucifer  pow  mi3test  haue  J)0U3t. 
Of  his  beute  proud  he  was  : 
Jjerfore  him  tidde  a  Avel  foul  cas, 
In  heuene  he  durede  but  a  while. 
Eiht  so  pruide  avoI  ]je  be-gyle 
And  caste  fe  doun  riht  to  grou?2de, 
))i  soule  in  peyne  hit  schal  be  bou?Kle. 
J2i  bodi,  Jjat  now  is  hoi  and  sounde. 
So  foul  rot  hit  schal  be  founde, 
Hit  schal  not  t?/7-ne  to  gras  nor  flo\ir, 
But  in  to  wlatsu??i  and  foul  odour. 
]?us  maijt  ]jou  knowe  \\  bodily  staate, 
jji  fleschli  lust  forto  abate. 


64 


68 


72 


76 


80 


84 
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k. 


Meditacion  of  \e  Soule. 

Of  )ji  soule  3it  penke  fow 
What  staat  hit  is  Inne  now, 
And  what  J)ou  hast  don  her-bi-foren — 
Or  elles  fou  niai3t  sone  be  loren. 
J5enk  hou  muche  wikkednesse 
}3ou  hast  don,  and  [left]i  goodnesse. 
How  luitel  good  pow  hast  wroujt, 
]3i  tyme  hast  spendet  aboute  nou3t ; 
Of  werk  and  word  fat  is  gon 
And  of  \\  tyme  schal  leue  riht  non 
\)aX  J)ou  ne  schalt  3elde  ful  streit  acou?«te, 
)3ou  nost  hou  muche  hit  wol  amounts. 

3if  ]Jou  weore  bounde  for  to  telle 
In  fe  see  \q  smale  grauelle, 
Or  sterres  in  fe  ffirmament, 
j3ow  heddest  gret  neode,  verrement, 
fforto  a- vise  fe  wonder  wel ! 
So  most  \o\x  rikene  eueridel 
Werk,  and  word,  and  J)ou3tes  alle, 
J3at  ben  wel  mo  J)en  grauel  smalle ; 
And  of  J)i  tyme  Jjat  is  past. 
)5erof  ])ou  mai3t  ben  sore  agast 
To  ])enke  pus  what  fi  soule  haj)  ben ! 
What  hit  is  now,  is  good  to  sen. 

So  chaungeable  is  \i  soule,  my  frende, 
)3at  nou3t  J>e  pleset  adai  to  fe  ende  ; 
"Sovf  art  J)0w  sori,  now  art  J)ow  glad, 
Xow  art  in  hope,  now  art  adrad ; 
3it  wilnest  ])0W  fing  J)at  neuer  ne  was. 
jjou  art  more  frele  J)en  is  pe  glas  :  ^ 
Wi])-oute  touche  hit  laste})  ay,     >  tv.ii6-i2 
Jji  soule  is  freloie  atte  assay  : 
Jjorw  siht  wijj-oute  &  \o\\^i  wi])-Inne 
Hit  may  be  broken,  w/J)  dedly  synne. 
}3erto  assentest  pou  lihtly. 
And  for  to  be  foudet  pou  art  redi, 
And  forte  wiJ)-stonde  hastou  no  mi3t, 
But  J)orw  ])e  grace  of  god  almiht, 


Thy  Eoal 


Q-s-empluvx 


88 


92 


96 


100 


104 


108 


112 


116 

wanting  in  the  Spec. 


120 


124 


and  httle 
good. 


Of  every  work 
and  word 
Shalt  tliou 
give  account. 


Think  on 
wliat  thy  soul 
is  now ! 

It  is  change- 
able. 


ready  to  be 
tempted, 
and  can  stand 
only  by  God's 
grace. 
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God's  good- 


God  takes  not 
prompt 
veiigeiiiioe  on 
tliee,  but 
waits. 


Think  liow 
He  lias  let 
others  ilie, 
not  tliee : 


)3at  kepej)  fe  vp  whon  jjyu  scliuldost  falle. 

ffrom  mony  mischeues  he  con  fe  calle  : 

Whon  pou  art  loren  he  Jje  fyndes, 

Of  Bondi^  of  sy?ine  he  fe  vnbyndes ; 

To  fe  deiiel  whon  we  were  sold, 

He  RauTzsound  vs,  bojje  ^onge  &  old ; 

Dedly  synne  whon  fou  hast  don, 

He  venge])  hi?w  not  ])er-on  anon, 

But  Corteisliche  he  fe  abydes ; 

])\  schome  &  synne  3it  he  hydes. 

He  blames  ))e  whon  fou  dost  mys. 

And  euere  he  teche])  pe,  I-wys, 

In  hunger  &  Jjurst  he  Jie  fedes. 

Among  Jim  enymys  he  pe  ledes, 

In  hete  and  chele  he  fe  refresches,      "^ 

Slepyng,  wakyng  he  fe  redresses. 

Heron  j?ou  penke  bofe  Euen  &  morn ! 

And  eke,  hou  mony  men  han  be  lorn, 

Bojje  be  water  and  londe  also, 

)3at  God  ne  haj)  not  tendet  to 

Aa  tn  hp  sjn  Viicvli  '  The  Spec,  has  a  complete  prayer, 

AS  to  pe  bO  Disyii.   ^  ^^^  \,^^^i^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^; 

And  ferfore  sei,  "  sire,  graunt  Merci,"  ^ 

Whon  fow  be-J)enkest  Jje  day  or  niht 

Hou  god  fe  kepef  w/jj-oute  dispit  148 

In  Bodi  or  soule,  erli  or  late. — 

]5us  mai3t  Jjou  knowe  fm  owne  astate. 

To  loue  god  bi  alle  resoun 

If  or  }jis  furdede  ])ou  hast  enchesoun.  152 

|5is  jjoujt  is  Meditacion. 

l^ow  for])  to  Contemplacion. 


128 


132 


136 


140 


144 


Contempla- 
tion is  the 
sight  of  God, 
and  His 
nobleness. 


Of  Contemplacion  in  creature. 

Contemplacion  is  to  seye  : 
Siht  of  god  and  his  nobleye. 
}?at  maijt  pou  se  be  J»in  Inwit 
In  creature,  and  in  holy  writ. 
And  sipen  in  his  owne  kynde. 
Of  Jjeose  3if  we  wol  haue  good  mynde, 
J3e  nobleye  of  god  [we  se]  in  his  werkes, 
As  men  mo  we  seo,  Lewed  &  Clerk  es. 


156 


160 
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V.  179-193  wanUiig  i 
tlieSpec 


})ou  Jjort  neue7-e  se^e  Duyk  Henri,         Gyiemplum 
J3<f<t  \q  newe  werk  of  Leycetre  reised  on  hij  : 
J3er-bi  mai^t  J)ou  wel  wyte  and  se 
Jjat  he  was  lord  of  gret  pouste 
Jjat  hit  made  of  his  owns  cost — 
I  hope  he  naue  Jjeron  not  lost. 
)5e  makyng  of  vche  a  creature 
Such  is^  godes  mijt  wiJ)-oute  Mesure.        » r,  schew 
And  bi  pe  ordre  of  vch  a  kynde 
His  wit  we  sen  but  we  be  blynde  ; 
And  bi  fe  creatures  meyntenyng 
Of  his  godnes  we  han  witeryng. 
So  long  and  Brod  as  is  fis  world, 
Heij  and  dep,  schewejj  him  a  lord 
Of  Miht  and  pouwer  gret  saun^faile, 
Al  made  of  nou3t  wijj-oute  trauayle. 
^  Eyr  &  fEuir  on  hei3  ben  founde, 
"Water  and  Erpe  heuy  at  grounde  : 
Of  his  wisdam  hit  schewe))  a  part, 
And  so  to  loyne  hem  a  ful  gret  art. 
Hedde  fuir  and  water  to-geder  ben  set, 
Not  wysh  don  men  wolden  han  let, 
J3at  On  fat  ofer  wolde  distruye  ; 
Hedde  Eir  be  loyned  to  eor))e  so  druye. 
Hit  wolde  for-chyne,  for  to  seye  soj), 
No  fruit  wolde  here  as  hit  now  do)). 
"Water  and  Erpe  are  meynt  to-gidere, 
fFor  grene  ping  schulde  not  al  to-whide;-e 
Gret  wit  and  wisdam,  as  I  ow  toMe 
In  God  jit  je  may  be-holde :  ^ 
How  summe  creaturs  al-on 
Han  beoynge  of  him,  as  sfeok  and  ston  ; 
And  suwme,  as  treo  and  gras  and  flour, 
Han  lyf ,  but  loye  non  ne  no  dolour  ; 
Sm?«me  ben  &  liuen  &  fleon  ^  lykyug, 
As  Beest  and  ffoul  and  ffisch  fletyng ; 
Oner  alle  feose  Mon  berejj  )je  pris, 
ffor  he  ha])  reson  to  make  hi;n  wys — 
)5at  make))  hym  peringal  lo  here 
To  Angeles  of  heuene,  to  ben  heor  feere. 

VERXOX    MS. 


164 


168 


172 


176 


180 


184 


188 


Thougli 
you've  never 
seen  Duke 
Hcnrv,  who 
built  tlie  new 
work  at 
Leicester,  it 
sliiiws  lie  wag 
a  great  lord. 


So  God's 
cre:itures 
prove  His 
power,  wis- 
dom, and 
goodness. 


The  size  of 
the  World 
shows  Goil's 
power; 


the  order  of 
the  elements 
Uis^ 


In  the  MS.  vv.  1S9-190 
&  191-2  are  transposed. 


196 


200 


He  made 
some  crea- 
tures witli 
Being  only. 


others  with 
Life. 


equal  to  the 
Angels. 
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Live,  tlien, 
iifter  thy 
degree ! 


All  tilings  0 
earth  were 
made  lor 
man's 
service. 


may  help  ns 
to  lead  a 
better  life. 


Tilings  above 
as  sky  and 
stars,  last 


MS.  J>or 


So  muche  may  3it  be  mownes  grace 

J3at  he  mai  passen  an  Angeles  place. 

Seynt  Austyn,  pe  grete  clerk,  sei])  rijt  so 

An  Angeles  place  he  wolde  for-go 

ffor  to  haue  )je  worfi  stede 

j)at  God  ha]j  ordeynd  for  Monhede. 

Herof  I  rede  ]jou  take  good  keepe  ! 

Elles  fou  art  worJ)i  gret  schendschip, 

But  J)ou  lyue  aftur  fi  degre, 

Se])))e  ]30U  hast  such  a  dignite 

Alle  ping  to  beo  Jiin  vnderloute, 

A-boue,  bi-ne]je,  and  al  aboute. 

ffor  al  J)i?^g  iw  eorfe,  mon,  in  sum  wyse 

Was  maad  of  god  for^  \>i  seruyse  : 

Hors  &  Neet  and  eke  Chamayle, 

j)e  to  ese  in  \)i  trauayle  ; 

Lyn,  fforre,  fflax,  Selk  and  Wolle, 

)jat  diuersliche  God  ^eue))  at  folle, 

j)e  to  kepe  from  chele  and  hete ; 

Beest,  fisch  &  foul,  &  fruit,  to  pi  mete, 

\)Q  jjinke])  por  aunter  hit  ig  not  so, 

ffor  venymous  bestes  pei  don  vs  wo. 

)3e  harmful  creatures,  verrement, 

Weore  maad  til  vre  amendement, 

)5ei  ben  to  vs  a  Chastisyng, 

And  eke  a  wel  feir  techyng. 

^Whil  \>ovi  hast  in  Jjin  bond  a  3erd, 

j)e  Child  per-of  is  sore  aferd 

Of  his  vnti3t2  ful  sone  slakes  • 

And  to  his  lore  good  keep  he  takes 

Hit  make]?  pe  child  hope  meke  &  lowe, 

A-Mendep  hiin  wel  him-self  to  knowe. 

\)G  venymous  beestes  wel  muche  we  (lrede»  : 

}3e  beter  pej-fore  vre  lyf  we  leden.  23G 

ffor  su»ime  to  vs  pei  beo  nuyouse, 

Godes  werk  we  knowe  ful  mernilouse — • 

Of  Godes  wisdam  a  wonder  cast !     '  210  fr.  wanting  in  the  spec 

iRut  of  his  goodnes  be-hold  atte  last,  240 

How  Creatures  pat  ben  lure,^  »  So  v.  and  ms.  sim. 

Jje  Sky,  Heue7i,  Sterres  and  heore  nat?<re 


204 


208 


212 


216 


220 


224 


228 
exejn^yhim 

1  vv.  229-231  wanting  in  Uie  Spec. 
2  =  Germ.  Unzucht 

232 
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God  haj)  maad  forte  mowe  endure 
Euej-more  weji-outen  eny  gendrure ; 
But  J)ulke  on  eorjse  eueri  day  fei  rote, 
As  on  is  ded,  ano^wr  is  gote — 
Such  vertu  in  kuynde  God  con  faste, 
)3at  longe  I-nowh  so  milite  fei  laste, 
3  if  liis  wille  were  for  euere  and  ay  ; 
So  multiplye  fei  euer  vche  a  day, 
)3at  su??ime  ben  olde  &  su?nme  be  newe, 
|3orw  )je  godnesse  of  his  vertue. — 
))us  mowe  je  knowe  bo)>e  more  &  lesse 
Godes  Mi3t,  his  wit,  and  his  goodnesse 
In  creatures,  as  I  haue  told, 
How  gret,  how  good,  how  monifold. 
Seffe  he  hajj  maad  for  vs  al  J)is, 
But  we  him  lone  we  don  amis. 
3if  J)ow  loue  3iftes  in  J)in  entent, 
Loue  \dm  wel  rajjer  ))at  hit  J)e  sent, 
)3at  is  god  al  Jjing  aboue. 
)5e?-fore  me  piuke))  we  schulde  him  loue ; 
And  for  him-self  ^it  wel  more, 
Whon  Ave  be-Jjenken  vs  of  J)is  lore. 
Jjis  ))e  furste  Contemplacioun 
In  Creatures  of  gret  Eenoun. — 


244 


248 


252 


256 


witliont 
renewing; 


but  those  OB 
earth  rot 
daily,  and 
are  iliiily 
multiplied. 


Thus  voa  see 
God's  Might, 
Wit,  and 
GoO'iness 
in  His  crea- 
tures. 


260 


264 


We  should 
love  Him  for 
these  and  for 
Himself. 


\ie  secunde  contemplacion  In  holy  xcrit. 

j-^E  secuwde  conte^nplacion  is  hit 

J      )jat  I  seide,  in  holi  writ.     . 

Jjei  ))ow  be  lewed  and  con  not  rede, 

;>jro))eles  ful  wel  3it  may  J>ou  spede 

To  herkene  ]je  ffrere  Sarmounyng 

And  oJ)er  priue  Carpyng, 

And  loke  3if  ))ou  mowe  ou3t  per  lere 

]i\\\  vnderstondyng  to  make  more  clere. 

)3er  mai3t  Jjow  lerne,  as  I  trowe, 

Good  from  vuel  for  to  knowe, 

Sinne  to  hate,  vertu  to  loue. 

And  to  3erae  )jc  loye  aboue, 

J3e  pyne  of  helle  for  to  drede, 

Xou3t  loue  })is  world  but  for  J>i  nede ; 


Contempla- 
„^„  tion  is  II.  ill 
268     Holy  Writ. 

Ifyoacan't 
read  it. 


you  can  hear 
„_^     the  KriiU- 
272     preach. 


and  learn  to 
know  Good 
276     from  Evil. 


280 


276 


XXXV.     The  Prick  w 


of  Love. 


Ijcad  your 
life  by  Holy 
Writ! 


The  7  Deailly 


I.  Pride 
and  it8  6 
briinches : 
1.  Disobedi- 


8.  Boasting, 


3.  Hypocrisy, 


5.  Despite, 


284 


288 


2  vv.  2S9  &  290  are  triinsp. 
ill  the  MS. 

292 


orig.  bejeii 


296 


300 


AUe  Jjinges  fat  we  of  prechen, 

Summe  of  feos  poyntes  forsojje  J>ei  techen. 

)?erfore  I  prey  90U,  takejj  good  hede 

After  holi  writ  30ure  lyf  to  lede, 

Godes  wille  so  to  knowe  )?er-Inne 

)5at  36  mowe  hate  dedly  sinne. 

And  fat  je  mowe  knowe  W3uch  hit  bene, 

I  schal  hem  riken  alle  bedene, 

And  ]>e  spices  fat  of  hem  lau?«ches. 

Pride  fe  furste,  haf  six^  Brauwches  ;  ^     »  Tin  the  spec, 
}3e  furste  is  cald  vnbuxomnes  : 
Of  herte  hit  is  a  gret  hijnes, 
Makef  mon  to  leeten  fat  him  is  boden^ 
And  to  don  fat  is  forboden 
Of  God  or  Mon,  his  ouerlyng. 
)je  secounde  spice  is  Bostyng, 
J)at  makef  mon  forto  him  auauwte 
Of  good  fat  he  wolde  neu^-e  hauwte. 
)je  f ridde  spice  is  Ypocrisye — 
Schewest  f  e  beter  to  Monnes  ei^e 
)5en  fou  art  fi-self  wif-Inne, 
And  leetest  as  fou  heddest  neuer  do  synne. 
Jje  feorf e  is  clept  Arrogaunce, 

)5at  schewes  of  m?*  mewnes  mischaunce  304 

And  openef  al  out  heore  wikkednes, 
So  fat  f yn  may  seme  f e  les ; 
Of  ofer  mewnes  schendschipe 
To  f  e  f ow  takest  worschipe. 
)3e  ffyffe  spice,  hit  is  dispyt, 
Ofer  mewne  goodnes  settef  ^  luit, 
)3ow  seist  hit  is  not  worf  a  Bore, 
So  fat  fin  may  seme  fe  more.^ 

)jC  Sixte  is  cald  Elacion,  »  The  6th  in  spec.,  iiTipudeiitia,  is  om. 

Boldnesse  of  vuel  fat  fou  hast  don  ; 

)5at  makef  mon  for  to  fonde 

Correxion  hou  he  may  wzf-stonde.  316 

j3eos  ben  fe  spices  most  comuyn  of  pride, 

)>at  spreden  in  f is  world  ful  wyde. 

Pruide  in  heuene  furst  bi-gon, 
And  seff  en  in  eorf  e  to  mony  a  Mon.  320 


308 


312 


is  in  ad- 
vantages of 
nature,  gnice, 
or  geUiiig. 


II.  Envy, 
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Of  J>eos  |>reo  Jjinges  as  I  schal  telle, 

Of  Pruide  moni  on  ha]?  J>e  smelle : 

Of  godes  of  kuynde,  or  of  grace, 

Or  elles  of  worldes  purchace.  324 

Strengjje,  feirnesse,  good  wit,  or  kynne 

Bi  kviide  |)is  mon  haj)  him  w/f-Inne ; 

ffei]j,''Hope,  Loue  and  Charitei  ' -^^  sp^-|;^f i»j]^-;f-«»- 

Goodes  of  grace  fei  ben,  parde ;  328 

ffeir  Clones,  Lond,  Hous  and  Rent 

Worldes  pwrchase  ben,  verrement 

Of  feos  jjreo  pinges  pruide  is  bom, 

J3at  make))  mony  a  mon  to  be  forlorn.  332 

])e  secujide  sjmne,  hit  is  Envy  : 
Of  o])ur  niennes  wele  hit  is  sori, 
And  of  heor  harm  hit  is  fayn. 

j3reo  spices  hit  haJ),  as  men  sayn  :  336  lus  kinds. 

In  herte  hit  is  furst,  jjorw  vuel  wille ; 
In  vrord  :  fi  nei^ebor  Bakbyte  and  spille  j 
In  Averk,  hit  make)?  lered  and  lewed 
To  his  neijebor  forte  beo  schrewed.  340 

Wra])J)e  to  J)i  soule  Is  mischaunce —  iii.  wratii 

Of  J)i  nei3ebor  hit  wilne|>  veraiaurice ; 
3if  Jjou  in  herte  here  hit  longe, 

Hattreden  hit  engendre])  swij?e  strojige.  344 

Herof  comej)  cheste  and  Manasyng, 
Vile^Tious  wordes,  and  eke  grucching, 
Discord,  Repref ,  deynous  lokyng — 
}3eos  ben  alle  a  foul  ofspring.  348 

\)e  ffeorfe  is  sloufe  in  godes  seruise. 
^  \)e  BrauTiches  J)e/-of  I  wol  deuyse  : » w.  Soo-sas  differ  from  spec. 
\)e  furste  is  feyntise  wi))-oute  likyng, 
]5at  makej)  pe  heui  wij)  alle  J>ing  ;  352 

Jjat  to])er  is  a  tendernesse, 
J3at  suffrej)  no  disese  nor  duresse  ; 
Eechcleschipe  is  J)e  jiridde — 

}3ou  takest  no  kep  what  men  fe  bidde  ;  356 

\)e  feorpe  is  called  Idelnesse, 
Whon  fou  ne  wolt  worche,  more  ne  lesse. 

pe  ffyf|>e  is  cald  Auarice, 
|3at  haJ)  mony  a  sori  spice  :  360 


l)ef!ets  strife 
and  grudg- 
ing. 


IV.  Sloth, 
and  ite  4 
branches. 
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pive«  rise  to 
treason  and 
theft,  &c. 


VI.  Gluttony. 


Ttie  kinds  of 
Gluttony : 
1.  eating  too 
much ; 


8.  thinking 
too  much 
about  food ; 


4.  Drunken- 
ness, 


which  be- 
reaves a 
man's  reason. 


2.  with  a 
Virgin, 

3.  Adultery, 

4.  Incest, 

5.  Sodomy. 


)3erof  comejj  treson,  and  Eobberie, 

fforsweryng,  Oker,  and  Symonye, 

Jjeffe,  Beryng  of  fak  witnesse, 

Ly^ing,  and  of  herte  hardnesse,  364 

]5at  make)?  Jie  no  reujje  to  haue 

Of  liem  pat  )je  good  craue. 

Glotonye  is  ]je  Sixte  synne, 
}3at  foulejj  mon  w^|?-oute  and  wif-Innc.  368 

J3e  furste  spice  is  of  glotenye 
To  ete  more  fen  Jjou  raayjt  defye, 
Whon  foil  art  in  hele  nomeli ; 

Anojjer  is  to  ete  to  lastili.  372 

Glotonye  make))  mon  in  hast 
To  breke  holychircbe  fast. 
)5e  fridde  make))  bisili  to  fenche 

"What  maner  of  mete  his  lust  may  quenche,  376 

)je  feorfe,  fat  make))  mon  as  ded, 
}3at  is  foul  drounkenhed — 
J)at  is  dedly,  bi  enchesoun 

J3at  hit  bi-reue))  mon  his  resoun  ;  380 

But  jif  hit  come  w^))-oute  fayle 
Of  feble  brayn  or  gret  trauayle, 
Or  fe  drinke  be  strengor  fiere  men  wencn, 
ffor  venial  synne  we  hit  demen.  384 

Lecherie  is  on  of^  fe  seuene,  »  ms.  ofof 

)3at  greueji  muche  vr  lord  of  heuene. 
In  to  ))is  synne  whon  tweyne  falle 
)3at  ben  sengle,  is  lest  of  alle ;  388 

But  3if  pe  wowmon  a  Mayde  be, 
"Worse  is  fat,  ))e  secouwde  degre  ; 
)3e  fridde  is  clept  Holorie, 

}3at  wedlak  breke)),  is  synne  fill  hye ;  392 

Incest  fe  ferfe,  whon  fou  lyst  bi 
\)\  gostly  kyn  or  bodili ; 
J3e  worste  of  alle  is  Sodomye, 

Vn-kyndely  synne,  foul  Eibaudye —  396 

Jjerfore  ha))  God  taken  gret  wreche. 
Of  dedly  synne  her  endef  my  spechc. 
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Of  \e  Seuene  hless^ynges  of  \e  gospel,  Seiiene  dedli 
Synnes  remedie. 


Srmedies  for 

the  7  Deadly 

Sim. 


But  of  heore  remedies  nou  wol  I  telle 
)3at  crist  seijj  in  jje  holi  gospelle. 
\)o  ben  J)e  benisouns  seuene ; 
A^eyn  Jjeose  synnes  fei  ben  ful  euene. 
"\)e  Meke  of  spirit  fei  ben  blest, 
fPor  heoren  is  })e  loye  \iat  ener  schal  last : " 
\)\s  Ble?syng  ajeyn  pride  is  rilit, 
)3at  be-reuej)  mon  God  almijt 
"  )je  Mylde  hep^  blessed  fat  louejj  no  strif, 

ffor  pei  Schul  haue  \>e  lond  of  lyf  "  :    '  on  erasure;  r.  ben 

Ajeynes  Envye  fat  was  sayd, 

Of  o\iu)'  me?mes  hauj-ng  fat  neuer  was  payd, 

But  of  ^lischef  of  his  nei3ebore 

He  is  glad,  and  of  his  lore. 

"  Blessed  ben  fo  fat  ^fournen  I- wis 

ffor  heore  frendes  fat  f ei  niys ; 

J3ei  schul  heri  cu?«forted  wonder  wel "  : 

A3eynes  wraf  f  e  hit  is  sumdel, 

Jjat  discu??ifortef  nion  him-selue 

And  fo  aboute??  hi?«,  ten  or  twelue. 

"  \)e  ]Merciful  ben  blessed,  for-f  i 

God  of  hem  schal  haue  merci "  : 

|jat  is  ajeyn  Couetyse, 

);at  to  fe  nedful  wol  not  diuyse,, 

"  ))at  hungre?i  and  f  ui-ste/i  ri^twysnesse, 

J3ei^  [schul]  ben  fulled  more  and  lesse' 

Ajeyn  f e  Slowe  fat  nou3t  wol  wirke ; 

Of  alle  gode  dedes  him  f  inkes  irke. 

"  I-blessed  be«  alle  of  herte  clene, 

ffor  godes  owne  face  f  ei  schul  sene  "  : 

Herof  fe  gloten  may  aske  rijt  nou3t, 

ffor  of  his  foule  wombe  is  al  his  f ou3t. 

"  J3at  louen  pes  f  ei  blessed  ben  alle, 

ffor  Godes  children  men  schul  hem  calle  "  : 

Jje  Lechour  in  herte  he  haf  no  rest ; 

Of  fis^  f  erf  ore  his  part  is  lest.  » r.  pes 


400 


"  I)Iesse<)  are 
the  I'oor  iu 
404:    Spirit." 


II.  Against 
Knvv : 
408    "  HIex'sert  are 
llie  Meelj." 


412 


416 


IV.  Against 
.  ^  _     Covetousness: 
420    "Hle«.sedare 

theMerciful." 


»  MS.  »>at      424 


428 


V.  Against 
Sloth  : 

"  Blessed  are 
tliev  who 
tliirst  tor 
Kigliteous- 


VI.  Against 
GInttony : 
"  lilessed  are 
the  Pure  iu 
Heart." 


VII.  Against 
Leclierv : 
432    "  Blessed  .ve 
the  I'eiice- 
maliers." 
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Ajeyn  J)i  wou?ides  now  hastou  snlue, 
)je  blessynges  ^iuen  of  godes  bi-luihie. 
3it  ben  J)ei  spedful  to  lest  [&]  most, 
Seuen  jiftes  of  fe  holigost. 


436 


The  7  Gift! 

of  the  Holy 

Ohont. 


2.  Pity, 


8.  Know- 
ledge, 


4.  StreiiKtti, 
for  Activ* 
Life. 


For  Contem- 
plative Life, 


tlie  Spirit  of 

1.  Uiider- 
Btiinitins;, 

2.  Counsel, 


1.  Faitli, 

2.  Hope, 

3.  Cliurity, 

Natural: 

4.  Strength, 

5.  Modera- 
tion, 

0.  Risjht, 
7.  Skill. 


Ofpe  Seuen  yftes  ofjie  lioligost. 

Whon  })ou  art  hoi  sound,  J>e  to  lede 
Tak  heer  f  urst  pe  spirit  of  drede, 
]3at  makej)  mon  furst  fro?«  vuel  to  wywne ; 
\)Q  spirit  of  pite,  wel  forto  bigynne 
Gode  werkes  ;  |)at  ban  a  wel  gret  fo 
Of  worldes  wele  and  eke  of  wo  : 

J5e  spirit  [of]  cunnyng  teche|j  vs  dispise 
Jje  worldes  wele  [jif  we  ben  wyse] ;  ^    ^  ^l 

)3e  spirit  of  streng)je,  to  suffre  fe  wo. 
)?eose  foure  to  bisy  lyf  longen  into, 
)3at  we  callen  Actyf  lyf. 
))e  o))er  freo  rulen  Contemplatyf. 
In  Creatures  to  knowen  God  venement, 
)3e  spirit  vs  techef)  of  entendement ; 
)5e  spirit  of  couwseil,  what  is  to  do 
In  writ,  what  is  to  leue  also  ; 
To  knowe  god  In  his  owne  kynde, 
|5e  spirit  of  wysdam  vs  bringej)  to  niy?2de. 


440 


444 


MS. Sim.;  V.  and 


448 


452 


456 


L>J  pe  Otueue  omiutb.  mandments  precede. 

After  jjis  3it  is  good  to  knowe 
)5e  seuen  vertues  alle  be  rowe, 
fFor  aft?ir  fis  lyf  fei  wol  pe  bringe 
To  blisse  J?at  neuer  schal  haue  endynge.  460 

ffei]),  Hope,  and  Charite, 
Diuine  vertues  pei  ben  alle  Jire ; 
Strengjje,  Mesure,  Eiht,  qweyntise 
Of  kuyndelich  ve?-tues  fei  beren  }>e  prise.  464 

A  bodilich  lurneye  hose  schulde  go,        Gxevi]^\um 
)5reo  Jjinges  him  were  nedful  perio  : 
li'urst,  pat  he  wuste  whoder  he  schulde ; 
And  wille,  his  lurney  to  be  forjj-fulde;  468 

)je  fridde,  Hope  for  to  spede — 
Elles  per-of  uolde  he  take  hede. 
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472 


476 


480 


fEeiJj  of  God  3iueJ}  vs  witerynge 

Of  vr  lurney  fat  is  endynge  ; 

Hope  vs  ^iuej)  strengjie  and  miht 

To  come  to  him  as  heo  ban  tiht ; 

But  wille  J)en  3iue])  vs  Charite — 

How  ini3te  we  }Je7^ne  for-go  jjeose  pre  1 

iXe  fe  foure  o]?ure  neuer  J,e  more.  1  ^^^ ^^Sl- in^ J^^ 

Her  J30U  now  J)e  skile  ])erfore  I 

jjer  may  no  mon  God  wel  qweme 

But  be  cu/me  good  from  vuel  deme, 

Jje  gode  to  hente,  jje  vuel  forsake, 

Of  twei  godes  J»e  better  to  take, 

J)at  bit  is  good,  vcbe  mon  trowej?, 

fEor  to  3elde  alle  ping  pat  bim  owep. 

And  for  to  wzjj-bolde  more  or  lesse 

Is  vuel :  pat  tecbep  vs  Eibtwysnesse 

Of  twey  goodes  pe  beter  to  hente, 

Qweyntise  vs  tecbep,  verremente. 

Good  ping  men  mibte  mis-vse,  I-wis  : 

periore  Mesure  neodful  is. 

Vuel  mibt«  mon  to  mucbe  doun  bringe  : 

Strengpe  perfore  is  nedf  ul  pinge,  492 

To^  make  mon  bard  to  suffre  wo.  '  Ms.Ta 

To  ten  Comaundemens  now  wol  I  go. 


Man's  need 
of  Faith  aud 
Hope. 


Nn  man  can 
please  God 
without 
knowledse  to 
clioose  good 
from  evil. 


484 


TV.  483-6  corrapted.        Richteous- 


488    Skill, 


Strength. 


0/  pe  ten  Comaundemens. 

"KEose  biddi^jges  wol  I  not  ouer-bippe. 

J     On  God  pou  schalt  worscbippe. 

His  nome  pou  ne  scbalt  in  Idel  mungi«ge  (!).i 

Halewe  pin  halyday ,  pe  pridde  biddiwge.     »  r.  munge.  minge 

Jjeose  rulen  pi  lyf,  alle  pre, 

To  pe  boH  Trinite. 

A-^eyn  pe  furste  biddyng  pou  miscbeuest. 

On  eny  wiccbecraft  jif  pou  bileeuest. 

Ajeyn  pe  secunde  pi-self  pou  derest, 

Horible  opes  wbon  pou  swerest — 

3it  mai3t  pou  swere  wzp-outen  synne 

ffalsede  to  dawpne,  pe  ri3te  to  wynne. 

A3eyn  pe  pridde  pou  dost  wronge 

"Whon  pou  lyst  in  pi  bed  so  longe  608 


496 


500 


504 


Against  1.  i 
tielief  in 
witchcraft; 

a^inst  8. 
swearing; 


against  3. 
lying  in  bed. 


282 


XXXV.     The  Pricl  or  Spur  of  Love. 


on  Sunday. 


i.  Honour 
thy  Fiither 
and  Mother. 


6.  Steal  not. 

7.  Bear  not 
false  witness. 

8.  Covet  not 
thy  neigli- 
bour's  goods, 
or  9.  his  wile 
1(1.  Uo  no 
Lechery. 


J3at  Matyns  nor  Masse  herest  fou  non, 

To  ffreres  prechinge  wolt  fou  not  gon — 

)5er-Inne  of  swetnesse  J)ou  felest  no  tast ; 

Bote  to  ])e  tauerne  fe  piwkejj  more  hast 

Jjen  to  visyte  fe  seke  or  fe  pore, 

)3at  liggen  a- tome  or  at  jji  dore ; 

3if  fou  dost  Jjus,  sop  to  say, 

J?ou  lialewest  not  wel  Jjyn  halyday. 

Godes  curtesye  her  mai^t  J)o\v  se  : 

To  hi?n-self  he  jaf  biddynges  but  pre  ; 

J3e  seuen  ]5at  comen  herafter  nou 

To  J)e  and  to  pi  nei3ebores  prou, 

fEader  and  Moder  pow  most  honoure  ; 

WiJ)  foul  clier  not  on  hem  to^  loure ;  '  c 

3if  heo  of  pyne  habbep  gret  nede, 

But  J)ou  hem  helpe,  vuel  schalt  Jjou  spede. 

Loke  pat  pou  sle  no  mon, 

Wip  bond  ne  wip  wepene  non, 

Ne  porw  pyn  owne  gilerye 

N0U3  where  to  puite  him  for  to  dye ; 

Sle  no  mon  wip  tonge,  biddy nge, 

Beo  tisement  ne  bi  procurynge ; 

In  herte  Coueyte  no  mon  to  spille — 

To  borwe  him  rapM?'e  is  godes  wille, 

3if  pou  hit  may  do  lawefully, 

Elles  of  pis  biddynge  pow  art  gulti. 

Stele  non  opM/*e  monnes  good, 

ffrom  fals  witnes  pow  torn  pi  mood, 

\)\  nei3ebores  good  pow  schalt  not  dcsyre, 

Wyf  nor  Mayde-child  for  heor  white  swire. 

Loke  pou  do  no  Lecherie, 

)?i-self  for  pat  wol  most  anuye,^  1  w.  539-40  ought  to  follow  v.5:u. 

But  i  prei  pe,  pou  seist,  telle  me  pe  skile 

Whi  god  forbed  rap^r  vuel  wille 

Of  worldes  good,  and  of  Monnes  wyf, 

)5en  to  bi-reue  a  ^Monnes  lyf. 

ifor,  hose  is  in  wille  for  to  stele, 

Wip  oper  mownes  wyf  or  wip  to  dele, 

Hit  is  hardorc  hi??i-sclf  per-from  to  holdc 

J3en  from  monslau3t,  be  pou  bolde  ! 


512 


516 


520 


524 


528 


532 


536 


539 


544 


548 
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flfor  J)e/-of  kyndeliche  vcLe  monnes  sone 
Haf  gret  Abhomynacione ; 
But  wrajjfe  ha  J)  hi»i  his  resun  raft, 
"Wijj  liim  \eroi  horrour  is  laft, 
After  fe  deJe  or  elles  be-foren — 
Elles  mony  mon  schulde  be  for-loren. 


552 


Of  twelue  articles  of  ore  be-leue. 

But  no  mon  may,  pe  Bok  hit  seij>, 
Plese  God  wif-outen  ieip.  556 

j5e;-fore  mo  fiHges  is  good  to  meue  : 
pe  twelue  articles  of  vre  bi-leue. 
Of  alle  J»e  twelue  fis  is  ]?e  most : 

]5at  ffader  &  Sone  and  Holi  gost  560 

On  God  Almiliti  in  Trinite 
Euer  was,  and  is,  and  euer  schal  be  ; 
Heuene  and  eorfe  he  ha]?  wrou3t. 

And  al  fis  world  he  maade  of  nou3t.  564 

)3e  fEader  sende  his  sone  Ihesu 
J?orw  Jje  holygost  vertu, 
God  and  Mon  of  Mayde  Marie 

To  be  boren,  and  for  vs  to  dye,  568 

And  buried  was,  forw  his  good  wiUe, 
To  sauen  vs  alle  \)at  we  ne  schulde  spille. 
To  heUe  he  wente  when  he  was  ded, 
\)e  soule  loyned  to  his  godhed ;  572 

ffrom  helle  he  hem  fette  swife  blyue 
J3at  him  hedde  serued  in  heorejyue. 
Vp  he  ros  fe  fridde  day. 

As  he  was  God  and  Mon  yerrsj ;  576 

Eiht  so  schul  we,  as  sei])  seint  poule, 
Eysen  vp  in  bodi  and  in  soule 
At  ]?e  grete  day  of  doom — 

\)erol  I  rede  we  take  good  goom  !  580 

J3en  schal  he  demen  al  apeit 
Vche  mon  after  his  decert.^  i  ong.  dicert 

God  and  Mon  to  heuene  he  went ; 
\)e  holigost  to  fe  Apostles  sent.  584 

\)OTw  him  so  mowe  we  heuene  wynne,  *  anM^in"™  spec  • 
3if  we  dyen  out  of  dedly  synne.^  ^VL^^^u?  "'"  ^  ' 


Then 
Articlet  of 
the  Creed. 


Relieve  that 
God  is  3 
inl. 


tliat  Jesus 
was  bom  of 
Mary, 


died  to  save 
us  and 


(so  shall  we,) 


went  to 
Heaven, 
and  sent  the 
Holv  (ihost 
to  the 
Apostles. 
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The  Seven 
Sacraments. 


1.  Uaptism. 


Of  pe  seuene  Sacramens. 

Offi  fe  seuene  sacramews  jit  mote  we  trowe, 
Jjat  I  schal  rikene  al  be  Rowe. 
)3e  ffurste,  hit  is  cristendom, 
Jjat  ciyst  receyued  in  Jie  fflom ; 
Hit  make])  vs  clene  of  fat  synne 
Jjat  we  be  boren  vclione  Inne, 
And  openej)  to  vs  heuene-jate, 
EUes  may  no  mon  come  in  fer-ate. 
But  f  orw  gret  temptacion 
Jjat  grace  mijte  be  struied  soon  : 
]5e;-fore  is  Confirmacion — 
)5at  non  may  but  Bisschop  don  ; 
Jje  holigost  hit  stable]?  rijt 
In  fe,  ajeyn  fe  fend  to  fiht. 
But  after  jjeose  we  sungen  al  day  : 
Jjerfore  penauwce  hit  dojj  a-way 
Dedly  synne  and  venial,^  '  oHs.  veiiiei 

)5at  is  to  seye  gret  synne  and  snial ; 
}?reo  pa/'ties  hit  ha|),  verrey  penauwce, 
Jjerof  f)e  synful  mai  ha  fyaunce  : 
ffor-jjinke  fe  synne  wilfuUiche, 
And  schriue  J)e  ferine  verreiliche, 
And  make  a-mendes  to  fi  miht — 
Of  al  fi  synnes  ))en  art  Jjow  quiht.^  >  =  qui 

But  leste  in  penauwce  mon  schulde  fayle, 
Him  neodej)  cu77?fort  in  fat  trauayle  : 
Hosul  jjerfore,  in  Bredes  heuj   , 
Godes  bodi,  we  tan,  of  gret  vertu ; 
Vre  gostli  strengpe  hit  holdejj  Inne, 
J3at  we  ne  falle  lijtli  a^eyn  to  synne. 
But  in  a  wel-ruled  halle, 
)jat  ben  JjeiVlnne  fei  serue  not  alle, 
Out  of  array  for  fenne  hit  were — 
In  holichirchL  f  e  same  man  ere  : 
Ordre  of  presthocl  is  maad  ferfore, 
Vs  to  serue  lasse  and  more 
Of  Sacramens  and  vre  rihtynges — 
Presthod  haf  power  of  aKe  feos  fynges ; 


r.  On 

588 


592 


596 


600 


604 


608 


612 


616 


620 


624 
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Gret  worscliip  owen  we  alle  fer-to  : 

Prest  sacres  fat  bodi,  \ai  au??gel  ne  may  do. 

But  god  schop  mon  forte  restore 

)3e  noumbre  of  angeles  fat  is  forlore, 

J3(jr\v  kyndelich  generacioim, 

And  \ei-\jo  he  jaf  his  benLsoun 

Jjat  Moiikyude  inihte  multiplie, 

"NVif-oute  synne  of  Lecherye 

!Moii  and  wommon  to-gedere  loyne ; 

Jjerfore  he  ordeynde  Matrinioyne, 

J3ixt  dedli  synne  hit  doj)  a-wei — 

But  J?e  venial  wol  I  not  sey. 

But  of  J)is  world  whon  we  schul  wende, 

Gret  peyne  we  ban  fenne  at  vr  ende  : 

Jjerfore  is  holi  Oyneinent, 

Jjat  Ys  aleggejj,  verreyment, 

Of  peyne  we  ban  fewne  bodily, 

And  of  fat  we  dreden  gostly ; 

Such  vertu  God  herto  con  lene 

To  folfille  fe  penau«ce  fat  naf  mad  clene. 

Of  f  e  seuene  dedes  of  Merci. 

Bute  at  fe  dredful  domes-day 
^lon  schal  haue  an  hard  a-say, 
ffor  be  schal  f  ewne  a-posed  be 
Of  fe  dedes  of  Charite. 
]3erfore  is  good  now  to  witen 
W^uche  bit  ben,  as  bit  is  writen. 
}3e  ffurste  is,  fede  fe  hungri. 
3eue  drinke  to  f  e  f  ursti. 
]3e  fridde,  f e  naked  for  to  clofe. 
To  herborwe  f  e  pore  be  f  ou  not  lof  e. 
Visyte  he?;i  fat  ben  in  p>zsoun  bounde. 
Cuntbrte  fat  seknesse  haf  cost  to  gi-ouTide. 
Of  f  eose  sixe  f  e  gospel  spekef . 
J3e  seuef e  Tobye  vs  he  fat  techef  : 
To  burie  fe  dede  Is  Charite — 
In  Bodi  and  soule  quit  schal  hit  be.^ 


628 


632 


636 


640 


644 


6.  Matri- 
mony. 


The  7  lVft/» 
tfiteng. 


648 


652 


656 


660 


1.  Feed  the 
hnngiy. 

2.  Give  drink 
to  the  thirsty. 

3.  Clotlie  tlie 
nuked. 

4.  House  tlie 
poor. 

5.  Visit 
priw>nent. 

6.  Ci>nir»rt 
the  si<dt. 

7.  Bury  tlie 


1  The  rest  of  the  chapter  In  the  Spec,  is  omitt«d.  a.s  well  ai 
the  foil,  chapter  :  De  septem  petitionibus  orationis  doniinicae. 
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The  7  Oloriea 
of  the  Body 
in  Heaven. 


1.  Tliy  body 
shiill  shine 
brigliter  than 
the  sun ; 


2.  shall  fly 
faster  than 
sbird: 


8.  BhiiU  be 
Btrons 
enough  to 
puxh  the 
earth  like  a 
ball: 


4.  shall  pass 
free  thro'  all 
obstaclea ; 


6.  shall  never 
hunger  or 
thirst; 


7.  shiiU  have 
every  wit 
or  sense 
gratified, 


Of  \>e  seuene  druiceries^  of  Momms,  hodi.^ 

Vsl  Bodi  schal  haue  druweries  seuene,       ^  r.  doweres 

-■     As  Monye  Jji  soule,  bofe  to  ire  heuene, 

Of  f  e  [whuch]  schal  rise  f  i  grete  blis-  l^^^^J^^:^ 

Der-hi  inai^t  wyte  what  heuene  is.  *;'^,'ap^S,.l'; 

\)i  bodi  schal  schyue  so  ^Yondur  feire,      i^l.'i'f^^Tde'^'ii's 

!N"o  foulnesse  schal  hit  a-peyre ;  mierm. 

Seuenfold  brijtore  fen  is  fe  sonne 

Vche  bodi  schal  be  J)at  hap  hit  wowne.  668 

5it  Avas  \>er  neuere  foul  of  fli3t 

As  fi  bodi  so  swift  and  li3t, 

ffor  in  a  twynclyng  of  an  ei3e 

fFrom  erjje  to  heuene  jjou  mai3t  sty3e.  672 

In  bodi  \)ou  schalt  3it  be  so  strong 

}?at  al  Jje  erfe,  wyd,  dep,  and  long, 

j)on  schalt  mowe  posse  hit  as  a  bal ; 

As  poll  wolt  welde  hit,  Jjou  schal.  676 

j)on  schalt  ben  fre,  pat  nou  art  bonde, 

J3at  no  J)ing  schal  a-3ein  pe  stonde 

To  lette  pe  to  passe  whoder  pou  schal, 

ErJje  ne  water  ne  stonene  wal ;  680 

As  oyle  synkej)  J)orw  hoi  vessel. 

So  schal  J)i  bodi  perse  al  Jsing  wel. 

Vre  bodies  fat  here  ben  seke  and  sore, 

\)ei  schul  haue  hele  for  euer-more ;  684 

We  schul  beo  so  wel  atese 

]?at  hunger  ne  ferst  nor  no  dissese 

Noufer  wij)-lnne  ne  wiJ)-oute, 

Hurt  nor  langour  we  schul  not  doute.  688 

Jjerto  gret  lykynge  in  fat  lyue 

We  schul  han  in  vr  wittes  fyue, 

Vche  a  wit  wif-outen  anguisch 

Schal  haue  his  lykyng  w/f  a  wusch  :  692 

ffeir  siht  lyking  to  fin  ei3e ; 

Jjyn  Eres  ful  of  melodye ; 

Tast,  and  Smel,  and  fy  felyng, 

}5ei  schul  be  ful  of  gret  lykyng ;  "         696 

And  al  f  is  loye  schalt  haue  to-gider — 

Vr  lord  of  heuene  bring  vs  f  ider ! 
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In  fis  lyf  wlion  we  best  fare, 

"VVhon  we  bo-)>enk  vs,  we  mai  ha  care 

)3at  misclief  of  def  schal  vs  be-tyde  ; 

Jjerfore  vr  blisse  may  not  a-byde  : 

But  in  heuene  wi]j-oute  stryf 

Bodi  and  soule  schal  euere  ha  lyf  j 

Jjerof  Jjou  maijt  fe  Avel  atfye, 

ffor  bodi  and  soule  fei  schal  nemir  dye. 


and,  tho 
Death  ends 
700     our  bliss 


704 


in  Heaven  we 
fhall  have 
IcinK  life 
witliout  end. 


Of  J>e  dotoeres  of  \e  soule. 

"I^T  soule  schal  haue  pis^  warisun  :  >  ms.  ii 

J     Of  wit  and  wisda?^  so  gret  foysun 

)3at  creatures  alle,  hi^e  &  lowe, 

In  heuene  &  eorpe,  f  ou  schalt  knoAve ; 

Gret  loye  schal  fat  be,  sikerliche  ! 

ffor  mon  disyrep  kuyndeliche 

To  knowe  J)ing  J>at  is  vnkud  ; 

ffroni  Jji  knowyng  noujt  schal  bew  hiid. 

ffrendschipe  wif-outen  enemyte, 

)5at  schal  ben  a-noJ)er  fe  ; 

Such  fre«dschipe  in  heuene  amowg  hem  is 

)5at  vs^  is  i'ayn  of  ojjeres  blis.  '  sim.  vche 

A-cord  and  pes  wiJ)-outen  stryf, 

fforsojje,  hit  schal  be  fere  so  ryf  : 

j)e  bodi  and  soule,  pat  striuen  hero, 

Vche  to  o])er  schal  be  so  dere 

)5at  pe  bodi  schal  noting  wille 

Bat  ])(it  [f  e]  soule  wol  al  be  skiUe ; 

)5yn  e3en  ben  of  so  good,  assent, 

Jjat  on  lokes  nowher  ve?Teyment 

But  3if  J)at  oper  loke  fer-wijj ; 

)3er  schul  ben  alle  in  so  good  kij) 

)jat  Bodi  and  soule  vche  wij»  oJ)er 

Schul  to-geder  no  ping  soper. 

"Worscliipe  wip-outen  vileny 

]3er  schul  we  haue,  sikerly  ; 

As  kynges  in  trone  sitte  we  schal, 

Crouued  w/p  Angeles  peryngaL 

\)G  soule,  pat  her  hap  luitel  maystrie 

Or  pauj  pe  bodi  be  in  gret  anuye, 


(08 


The  7  Domfrt 
oftheSoiU 
in  Heaven. 


1.  Know- 
ledge of  all 
Creatures. 


i.  Friendship 
without 
IG    enmity. 


3.1 

and  peace. 


■20 


724 


728 


4.  Honour, 
^  without 

/32    abuse. 


736 


6.  Boundless 
power  of  the 
»oul. 


7.  Joy  in 
priiising  of 
Ood. 


XXXV.     The  Prick  or  Spur  of  Love. 

So  gret  miht  per  schal  hit  haue 

j)at  noujt  a3eynes  hit  schal  quich  Bor  qwaue. 

But  trust  nis  non  in  worldes  wele, 

NovL  art  )jou  sek,  nou  art  in  hele,  740 

Nou  artou  pore,  now  artou  riche — 

J5e  blisse  of  heuene  nis  pat  not  liche  : 

ffor  Jje  meste  part  of  ]>j  Blis 

Schal  be  sikcrnesse  of  al  pis.  744 

J5e  seuepe  blisse  :  pi  soule  in  heuene 

Schal  ponke  God  wip  hije  steuene, 

As  Angeles  don  wip  gret  likynge, 

"  Holi,  Holi,  Holi "  is  hpore  syngynge.  748 


The  Paint 
of  Hell. 


They  are  the 
contrary  of 
tlie  Joys  of 
Heaven, 


for  wliich 
you  Rlioiild 
love  God 
above  all. 


A»k  and 
learn  more 
sjood. 


Of  pe  peynes  of  helle,  ^  amonesting. 

Hit  is  no  neod  now  for  to  telle 
More  of  pe  peynes  pat  bew  in  helle. 
In  bodi  &  soule  pei  han  gret  nuye, 
Of  al  pis  loye  pe  contrarye. — 
3if  pou  be-penke  pe,  my  dere  frend,  wel 
Of  al  pis  loye  eueriche  a  del 
J3at  god  hap  ordeyned  for  pi  solace 
Whon  pou  schalt  sen  \nm  in  his  face, 
])o\\  hast  gret  Matere,  sikerliche, 
Him  to  loue  souereynliche 
)3at  such  knowynge  and  such  wit 
^iuep  vs  of  him  in  holy  writ. 
Nou  hast  pou  matere  of  holy  speche 
Vnwysore  pen  pou  for  to  teche  ; 
And  whon  pou  spekest  -wip  eny  mon 
J?at  more  good  con  lere  pen  pou  con, 
Su??i  of  peos  Mat(?res  pou  maijt  enqwcre, 
Wel  more  good  for  to  lere. — 


752 


756 


(60 


764 


The  ■M-il  kind 
of  Contem- 
plation 
of  God  in 
Uinue/f. 

orr.oahead 
within, 
Manliood 
without. 


Ofpe 


Manoxe  of  cor\tem.2)lacion  m  god  haw-self 


ri^ac  hede  nou  &  pou  schalt  se 

I      Of  Conte??jplacion  pe  pridde  degre, 
Of  God  hym-self  wip-oute»  doute, 
Of  Godhed  wip-Inne,  monhed  wip-oute. 
]5re  pinges  pou  penke,  as  I  pe  rede, 
Of  crist  vr  lord  in  his  monhede  : 


(68 


(72 
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Of  J)e  Incarnacioii  ]?e  grete  Mekenes, 

And  of  his  liuyng  pe  holynes, 

And  of  his  passion  J)e  charite. 

At  ones  \ovl  niai3t  not  Jjewke  J)ise  pre , 

I  schal  departe  hem,  as  I  may, 

Be  pe  honres  of  niht  and  day ; 

Wij)  double  Contemplacione 

In  vche  an  houre  of  god  pou  mone : 

Ones  of  his  passioun, 

And  eft  of  oper  sesoun. 


think  of  His 
IiicariiHtioii, 
Life  Hiiil 
Passion. 


I'll  divide 'e 
by  liours. 


780 


Contempladon  at  Matines  tyme. 

At  Mateynes  pewk,  aftur  or  bi-fore??, 
Wjat  time  &  vre,  place  cr/st  was  borew. 
)pe  tyme  was  wynter,  ^if  pou  be-holde, 
J3e  vre  was  midni3t,  wonder  colde, 
J5e  place,  as  doctours  seyen  and  trowes, 
Was  a  toren  hous  wip-outen  wowes. 
In  Eiche  clopus  was  he  not  wrapped, 
In  Cracche  w/p  ragges  he  Avas  happed, 
Bi-twene  an  Oxe  and  an  As — 
Gret  Meknes  per  I-schewed  was  ! 

Be-penk  pe  of  pat  cu?«paignye 
Of  losep  and  of  swete  ilarie, 
Hou  bisy  pei  werew  to  kepe  pat  fode 
Jjat  for  us  schulde  dyen  on  Eoode ; 

Of  pe  herdes  deuocion, 
And  of  pe  Angeles  pat  songen  abouen 
"  loye  be  to  god  pat  is  on  hi^  " — 
In  herte  so  syng  pou  priuely. — 

)3enk  how  ludas  also  outrayde 
At  midni^t,  whon  he  crist  be-trayde ; 
Hou  pe  lewes  pei  him  be-caste. 
And  as  a  peef  pei  bouwden  him  faste, 
And  as  a  feloun  pei  forp  him  lad. 
"Whon  pe  traitour  a  Cos  him  bad. 
In  speche  he  was  so  Meke  &  hcnde  : 
His  traytur  he  calde  his  dere  fre?Kle. 
In  dede  also  he  schewed  non  awe, 
fforbed  al  hise  wepne  to  draws, 

VERNON    MS. 


At  Matins, 
think  how 
'§4     Olirist  was 
born  in 
winter, 

at  midiiigiit, 


788 


and  wrapt  in 
rags. 


792 


■96 


800 


804 


808 


Think  of  the 

ShepherdH* 

adoration. 


how  Clirist 
was  at 
midnight 
betrayd  by 
Judas, 
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led  before 
Caiiiphsis, 


and  deserted 
by  His 

Apostles. 


And  Malcus  ere,  J?at  Peter  of  smot,  811 

Heled  hit  aaeyn,  not  chid  nor  flot.^    *  w  811-12  ami  sis-Ui.re 

'   •'     '  transp.  in  the  MS. 

]>iforere  Anna  i-lad  and  Cayplias 

Viloynesliche  \er  I-boffeted  was, 

And  \)(itur  fryes  wijj-lnne  a  prowe 

ffor-sok  liira,  ar  cok  hedde  fries  crowe.  816 

And  alle  J)e  Apostles  euerichon 

A-wey  pei  fiedde,  wi]j  hiin  lafte  non.i    '  "preild!f  °'!fix  '° 


Of  contemplacion  at  prime :  of  \e  passion,  and  of 
J)i3  Resureccion. 


At  I'lime 
think  how 
false  witness 
was  bi'onght 
agaiiiKt 
Christ, 


.ind  how  He 
was  spit  on 


Off  fe  passion  fenk  at  prime. 
Of  c)-istes  vprist  J?e  same  tyme. 
Crist  in  to  a  jard  at  pr/me  him^  ladde 
And  fals  witnesse  ajeyn  \\\m  liadde, 
Jpat  seiden  hou  he  hedde  god  dispised, 
Jje  cn?itre  al  tornd  and  dyuised 
Ifroni  lemsalem  to  Galylee. 

And  in  his  face  ))en  spitten  heo, 
JOei  huddew  his  face  &  bobed  his  he  lo 
And  scorned  hi?n  and  bad  hym  redo 
Ho  him  smot  J50  wij)  his  fuste. 
!N"out  he  ne  seide,  Jjou^  he  wel  Avuste. 


820 


524 


828 


4.  to  two 
Uisciples, 


Of  pe  Resurexion. 

T^Enk  also  at  p?7'me,  whon  crist  vp  ros- 

J     ])eroi  wydewhere  sprong  ))e  loos — 

Vyue  sijjes  apeercd  he  fat  day 

To  his  derlynges,  sof  to  say  : 

ifurst  to  Maudeleyn,  fat  was  him  dere, 

Whon  heo  flioute  him  a  gardynere. 

To  hire  and  oJj?irc,  verreniont, 

As  fei  comen  from  his  IMonumewt ; 

And  seide  "  al  heil !  God  saue  30W." 

And  sifen  to  Peter — but  we  nute  how. 

)?e  flfeorjje  tyme  as  a  straunge  pilgr/m 

To  twey  disciples,  fat  knew  not  him, 

Toward  Emaus,  fe  goode  Castel ; 

In  bred  brekyng  fer*  kneuj  fei  him  wel. 


832 


830 


840 


844 
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Jje  fiyfjje  tyme  to  J>e  apostles  ten, 
But  Thomas  was  not  wij)  hem  fen ; 
But  J>at  hit  was  he  fei  noujt  bileeued, 
fibr  a  gost  to  hem  he  furst  bi-semed, 
Til  he  schewede  bo])e  foot  and  howde 
Amiddes  hem  fer  he  con  stonde, 
"  Pees  to  30W  "  he  seide  J?on — 
Jjei  kneu3  him  wel  whon  he  was  gon.^ 


848 


The  Spec,  adds  the 
5  other  apparitions. 


Biforen  vndunie :  Of  pe  pass  ion,  and  of  Witsuntyd. 


1«*Enk  how  ci'i&i  at  vndume-tyde 
y  Was  dispoyled,  boJ>e  bak  and  syde, 
And  to  a  piler  |)erane  was  he  bounde 
And  skourged  so  sore  wijj  mony  a  wo7ide 
J3at  from  J)e  foot  to  J)e  heued 
Hoi  skin  was  on  [him]  luitel  be-leued. 
WiJ)  Mantel  of  Eed  J)ei  \\\m  cladde, 
Bi-foren  fe  folk  pei  for])  him  ladde, 
ffor  Septre  a  reod  toke??  hi»z  in  honde, 
Crouned  hi?«  wfj>  Jjorn,  I  vndui-stonde, 
^And  J)e?me  \e\  kneled  him  be-fom     '  '" 
And  called  him  kyng  al  in,  scorn. 
Vp-on  Pilate  fen  guwne  fei  crye 
Ihesu  on  Eode  to  Crucifye. 
He  bar  his  Cros  wiJ?  gret  anuye 
To  J)e  place  J)er  he  schulde  dye. 


Before  Un- 
deme,  think 
how  Clirist 
was  scourged. 


856 


860 


tlie  MS.  vv.  867-8 


864 


868 


crownd  with 
thorns. 


and  made 
bear  His 
Cram. 


Bfore  vmlume  of  \e  holigost. 

y%Enk  also  at  fis  same  vre 

J     ]>Q  holigost  w«]»  gret  honoure 

Crist  his  apostles  sende  amonge, 

So  wonderliche  to  speke  wij>  towge 

Jjat  folk  fat  weorew  of  oyur  langage 

Heo[m]  vnderstoden,  &  seiden  outrage 

Jjat  of  wyn  dronken  fey  were. 

)3e  holy  gost  also  schewed  him  ful  clere 

In  fuir,  to  make  hem  hard  and  bolde, 

ffor  f ei  schulde  not  in  mischef  folde. 


Tliink  ]iow 
He  sent  the 
Holv  Ghost 
toriis 


872 


876 


202 
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of  Love. 


At  Mid-day, 
think  how 
our  Laily 
conceivd 
Christ. 


At  Midday :  of  \e  anunciacion,  Arid  of  \)e  jyassion. 

At  Middai  be-J)enk  ]>&  witerli 
Hou  Gabriel  grette  vr  swete  ladi,  880 

}jenne  conceiued  heo  cr/st  Ihesu 
Jjonv  J>e  holigost  vertu. 
But  whi  wolde  he  take  flescli  &  blode 
And  sijjen  dye  for  vs  on  Rode,  884 

Sijjen  he  mijte  ha  saued  Monkynde 
Bi  an  Angel,  as  I  fynde  ] 
But  J)en  schulde  we  ha  loued  be  rijt 
\)G  Angel  more  ))en  god  Almijt ;  888 

He  wolde  we  loued  hiw  be-forew  al  o])ur : 
iJerfore  hi??i-self  bi-cora  vr  brojjur. 


At  Mid-day, 
tliink  too 
liow  Christ 
wiis  crucified 
between  i 
Tliieves, 


Also  of  ])e  passion. 

T*Enk  hou  cnst  was  don  on  Eode — 

J     His  bodi  fen  ron  al  on  blode ; 

Bi-twene  twey  feues  he  hynged ; 

Galle  &  Eysel  to  \\\m  fei  menged 

To  driwke,  for  purst  whow  he  \\\m  plained. 

ffor  vre  gult  so  was  he  peyned. 

In  al  J)is  world  jjow^  peynes  alle  »  w 

Vpon  o  Mon  uu3tc  falle 

And  he  mijte  suffre  as  muche  more 

As  alle  men  \ai  nou  ben  bore, 

Jje  same  dej)  twye  or  Jsrie 

Jjat  cn'st  suffrede  Jjouj  he  mi3t  dye, 

}3at  peyne  ^it  were  not  so  liche 

l!Tou])z^?'  neij  so  as  his  so  miche. 

Hit  seme))  wel  Jjewne  bi  fat  i  telle 

His  peyne  passcf  pe  pyne  of  helle 

Jjat  pure  creature  mi^te  pole,  i-wis, 

ffor  euere  so  may  neuer  on  his. 


896 


900 


904 


908 


At  Noon, 
tliink  how 
Christ  t,'iive 
up  the  {,'liost, 


At  Noon  :  of  \ie  passion,  and  of  \)e  As-^mcion. 


T^E-J)e?ik  Jjc  at  ]>&  vre  of  noon 


Whon  c?7st  hod  seid  ])«t  al  was  don, 
Mildeliche  Avz])-outen  host  *  "^of  c-ifrist  m[tife^rol«^  the"' 

rT\      1  ■     ai     ^        1  111-  i.1  Kngl-  text  follows  the  Home  de 

To  liis  liader  he  jcld  his  gost/      cruce,  No,  xix. 
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And  to  him  he  made  a  cri 

Hely  lama^abatani, 

)3at  is  to  seye  aftur  f e  Book 

*'  fpEider,  whiere  jjou  me  forsok  1 " 

As  hos  seij),  ))us  here  for  to  spille ; 

A,  lord,  for  hit  was  fi  wille. 

A  blynd  kniht  fen  atte  laste 

A  Spere  forw  [his]  ^  herte  praste,  '  ms.  Mn 

J3at  Blod  and  water  Jjen  out  ^ede. 

Jjerof  we  schulde  take  good  hede  : 

J3e  blynde  kni^t  Jjerof  cau;te  his  siht, 

And  vre  Bapteme  fere  hedde  mi^t. 

Lord,  3if  me  grace  day  and  niht 

To  fenke  how  deolfulliche  jjou  were  diht ! 

J3e  sonne  for  deol  pen  lees  his  liht, 

ifor  to  be  wreken  of  his  dispiht ; 

Hulles  and  dales  fei  al  to-schoken, 

And  JjB  stones  al  to-broken. 

At  Nan  of  \e  Assencion. 

"KEnk  also  at  J?e  vre  of  non 

J     Of  Ihe^ni  Assencion 

On  J)e  Mount  of  Olyuete, 

Whon  al  fe  Apostles  fer  gunne  mete. 

And  his  deore  Moder  Marie, 

In  al  heore  siht  A'p  gon  he  sty3e, 

And  sittejj  on  his  ffader  riht  bond, 

Jjat  weldej)  bofe  See  and  Lond.^, 

\)e  Apostles  bi  pe  wey  fat  was  geyn 

To  lerusalem.  f  ei  tomed  a-3eyn, 

In  preyer  &  fastynge  per  for  to  abyde, 

As  he  hem  bad,  til  witsontyde. 


916 


liow  He  was 
pieist  with  i 
920     *!"*="■• 


924 


and  how  the 
Sun  lost  ilo 

928  '*si't. 


At  Noon,  too, 
think  of 
932     Christ's 
As(«nsion 


936 


940 


At  euensong-tyme :  of  \e passion,  and  of^e  Mazinde.^ 

At  Euewsong-tyme  fenk  v«Teyli :       •  ms.  Monhede 
ffor  ded  was  fouwdew  his  swete  bedi,  944 

loseph  fewne  of  Aramathi 
Tok  him  doun  deuoutli, 
Of  Pilat,  fat  f e/me  was  hei^  lustise, 
He  asked  no  more  for  his  seruyse.  948 


think  how 
His  body  was 
taken  from 
tlie  Cross. 
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)?i  poiiwer,  lord,  whon  Jiow  were  cled, 

Hit  was  hud  in  fy  godhed ;  ^  » cf.  xix,  v.  ni. 

As  gras  is  stomped  for  medicyne, 

So  were  \ou  fruscht  wzj»  muche  pyne ;  952 

Alias  for  deol,  bope  euen  and  Morn,  j  cf.  xix  v.  isi: 

Jje  Croune  of  blisse  lai  vnder  a  Jjorn  !  ^         "cuitZbtpllla!^ 

Note  of  J)e  Maunde  of  Iltesu  crist. 
Also,  how  at        A    t  euewsowg-tyme  of  his  ]\raunde 

His  Last  /^       ,        ,  .     ,  ^, 

Supper,  He      jl.    bewK :  wzj?  liou  gret  Chante  956 

waslit  His  1 

Apostles' feet,  He  wu3sch  his  owne  apostles  feete, 

And  of  his  Bodi  alle  J)ei  ete 

As  he  heom  ^af  in  bredes  heuj, 
and  how  He     And  to  ludas,  bat  waried  leiu,  960 

Rave  Himself,     ,  ....  . 

as  bread,  even  )5au3  he  him  wuste  in  synne  deme, 

His  flesch  &  blood  ^it  nolde  he  hi/?i  weriie. 

Ensau??iple  herof  })e  prest  may  hane 

Non  hosul  to  werne  hose  wol  hit  craue,  964 

In  priue  synne  fouj  he  him  knowe — 

To  warne  hym  stilly  is  best,  I  trowe. 


to  Judas. 


At  cumpUn-tyme :  of  his  loassion,  and  of  his  huninge. 
At  Compline,       A    t  Cumplin  Jjenlc  wi]3  good  en  tent 
ciiristprayd    Jf\^    Hou  cn'st  in  to  a  gardyn  Went  968 

After  J)e  Mauwde,  forto  prey 

His  fEader  fat  passion  to  don  a-wey ; 

Jje  Monhede  of  hym  so  sore  dredde  fat 
till  blood  and  Jjat  blod  &  Water  ber  so  he  swat  972 

water  dropt  ■,  •      ■, 

from  Him;      pat  hit  dropped  doun  m  fat  place 
In  to  fe  eorjje  from  his  face. 

Of  fe  huryinrje  of  Iheati  crist 
and  how  He     "UEnk  at  Cu??^plyn  :  fe  bodi  of  crist 


P 


a  grave, '"      J^    Was  leid  in  graue  til  his  vpryst,  976 

J)at  loseph  di3te  for  him-self  hadde ; 

And  in  Sendel  he  him  cladde, 
and  anointed.   Wib  Mirre  and  Aloyne,  good  oynemcnt. 

He  Baumede  him,  wif  good  entent.—  980 

Lord,  3if  me  grace  swetnes  to  fynde 

Jjeos  Vres  ^m  to  haue  in  mynde, 
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J3at  sufEredest  for  me  J)is  harde  paas  ! 

At  myn  ende  hit  be  my  solas. —  984 

Of  Contemplacion  of  god  in  his  owne  kyiide. 

I^us  schaltou  J)e7ike  on  his  Monhed. 

y   Xow  schal  I  teche  of  his  godhed, 

)3at  from  vr  knowyng  su??tdel  is  hud, 

And  in  foure  Avise  to  vs  is  kud : 

In  Creature,  and  in  holy  writ — 

)3erof  Ichaue  my  tale  quit ; 

)je  pridde  be  Eeuelacion, 

])Q  fEeorjje  be  monnes  reson. 

Bi  Eeuelacion  God  schewe))  hi;H-selue 

As  he  dude  to  pe  prophetes  twelue 

And  to  ojjere  Mony  on, 

Or  be  ^liracle  open  I-don. 

Bi  reson  Jjus  God  mai^t  ]50u  kenne, 

3if  J>ou  wolt  )>e  be-fenke  whenne 

)3ou  were  nou3t  or  Jjou  boren  were ; 

Of  o|)er  Creatures  )je  same  manere, 

J3at  comen  &  gon  eueriche  day ; 

J3e  soJ)e  \er-\)\  wel  wite  Jjou  may 

And  bi  reson  vndertake 

Jjat  fei  mi^t  not  hem-seluen  make  ; 

Heore  biginnynge  se))]jew  \on  mai3t  se, 

And  of  hem-self  ])ei  mo  we  not  be, 

jjenne  mostou  nede  grante  su??i  fing 

]?at  neuer  hedde  no  bi-gynnyng, 

Oj)ur  fynges  of  whom  comen  alle, 

God  Almihti  fat  men  calle. 

But  twei  goddes  jif  fat  fer  were, 

\)e)'  moste  nede  be  sum  manere 

Of  diue>-sele  hem  bi-twene — 

Al  on  elles  moste  fei  bene  ; 

)3en  moste  \at  on,  as  wel  I  wot, 

Su7/iwhat  haue  fat  fe  io\er  hedde  not ;  1016 

)5en  hedde  fat  on,  sikerliche, 

Ouf  er  to  luyte  or  to  muche  ; 

3  if  fat  he  hedde  to  luitel, 

He  were  not  god  almihtful ;  1020 


988 

It  is  known 
to  us  by 

1.  Creitiirw, 

2.  Holy  Wri^ 

S.  Revelation, 

992 

4.  Reason. 

996 

Bv  revelMion 
n<A  AxnveA 
Himwlrro 

l^if*-" 

Reason 
shows  us 

1000 

that  we  and 
otlier  crea- 
tures 

1004 

eouldn't 
make  our- 
selves. 

It  forces  us 
to  assume  a 
thing  without 
beginning. 

1008 

that  men 
call"G.rf 
Almighty." 

1012 

And  .1.1  vou 
ran't  have 
two  Gods. 
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of  Love. 


we  must 
asKume  One 
God. 


But  He  wants 
company. 


BO  we  put 
2  Persons 
in  1  God. 

And  as  love 
must  be 
lietween  these 
two,  we  as- 
sume a  Srd 
Person  to 
innke  tlie 
Trinity. 


(It's  just  a 
you  nave 

1.  Might, 

2.  Know- 
ledge ; 


and  from 
tliese  two. 
Love.) 


Tlie  Father 
is  first ;  tlie 
Son  comes 
from  Him; 


and  the 
Holy  Ghost 
from  both. 


God  has 

Might; 
Olnist,  Wis- 
dom; 


And  to  muche  jif  ])at  he  hadde, 

A  sori  god  were  and  a  badde 

)?at  to  muche  mi^te  not  do  him  fro — 

To  alle  Jjing  for  fat  is  so. 

SiJ>en  two  goddes  fenne  mowe  not  be, 

On-lepi  god  ))en  grau?ite  we. 

But  loye  is  non  here  in  no  two  afye  (!)  ^ 

Wijj-outen  riht  good  cuwipaynye. 

Sifen  God  is  ful  of  loye  and  blis, 

In  Godhed  Cumpaynye  fer  is. 

Be-twene  lasse  fen  two  mai  hit  not  be : 

Two  persones  in  God  fen  mai  we  se. 

But  cu?npdignie  were  nou^t,  I  wene, 

But  fer  were  loue  hem  bi-twene : 

)je  fridde  persone,  I  wol  warante, 

In  Trinite  fe??  moste  we  grau?ite, 

To  make  loue  and  Charite 

In  fe  holy  Trinite. 

And  fus  mowe  we  knowe  anon 

)3reo  persones  and  God  but  on. 

In  fi-self  fou  mai^t  a-tame 

Open  ensau?reple  of  f  is  same  : 

In  fi  soule  f ou  seost  ful  wel 

Miht  and  Cownynge  fou  hast  su?ndel ; 

)3i  mi3t  &  Cownynge  fe  wif-Inne 

To  loue  hem  bof e  fou  const  not  blynne } 

Jji  miht  is  furst,  and  fenne  cuwnynge, 

And  of  hem  bofe  comef  louynge. 

J?e  same  manere  in  god  aboue  : 

Miht  and  Connynge  and  eke  loue. 

J3e  ffader  we  callen  fo  furst  Miht, 
Co7?nynge  J>e  Sone,  of  hi?>i  comcf  riht ; 
\)Q  holigost  loue  Ave  calle, 
J3at  comej)  of  bofe,  knowleche  we  alle. 

Al  Monkynde  [knowef]  in  toun  and  fclde 
])Q  ffader  waxef  febie  in  his  eldc, 
)3e  Sone  in  his  joufe  is  not  wys. 
Of  Mo/ines  gost  comef  Malys, 
In  god  lest  men  woldc  wene  fe  same, 
Jje  flfader  haf  mi^t,  fe  Sone  wisdame ; 


1024 


in  to  affye 

1028 


exemj)luTn 


1032 


103G 
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1044 


1048 


1052 


1056 


1060 


the  Holy 
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His  miht  is  euer  gret  iulike, 

J5e  sones  wisdaw  may  nou3t  be  swike. 

J3e  Holigost  he  hap  goodnesse, 

WiJ)-outen  Malys  More  and  le^se,  1064 

To  knowe  god  \m  furst  men  come 

Bi  resun — so  maijt  Jjou,  ^if  ])ou  take  gome 

Jjin  herte  to  god  vp  so  to  lifte, 

In  J»eose  freo  wyse  as  I  skifte  : 

By  his  werk,  and  holy  writ. 

And  bi  resun  of  monnes  wit 

And  of  him-self  in  double  kynde, 

"Wei  oujte  we  J?enne  haue  hi?«  i«  mynde,  1072 

J3at  al  J)is  world  vii^  \)&i  per-Inne 

3af,  and  hiyn-self,  vr  loue  to  wynne. 

Xou  J)ou  him  knowest  &  his  bou«te, 

Loue  him  wel  for  Charite  1076  ^^e^»»^.^ 

Euer-more  to  \\  lyues  ende  !  «•»"*' 

To  loye  &  blisse  fen  schaltou  wende, 

J3at  he  haj)  ordeyned  for  vre  solace. 

Lord,  brirjg  vs  fider  for  \\  grace.     Amew.  1080 

J3us  endej)  fe  spore  of  loue — 

God  grant  vs  ]je  blisse  of  heuene  aboue.^ 


[XXXVI.    PC  famcntiKiou^  )>at  W^s  buttoene 
brc  labg  anJ>  scgut  "^txuxl^J  [foi.ccuxxvi. 

Her  is  a  gret  lamentacion  betweue  vr  ladi  &  seiwt 
Bernard,  Of  cristes  passion,  lure  dere  sone,  \<i\,  was  so 
pyneful  &  so  hard. 

1  Then  follows  the  well-known  'Disrntacion  bytwene  J)e  bodi  and  t>e 
sonle,'  ed.  before  by  Th.  Wright,  Walter  Mapes,  p.  340  ff.,  and  extant  hi  5 
other,  partly  very  old  MSS,  (MS.  Auch.,  ed.  in  Oxain  Milt*,  Edinb.  1837, 
Laud  108,  Digby  102,  R*g.  18  A  x,  and  Simeon),  mostly  printed,  wherfore  I 
omit  it  here.    Cf.  Anglia  II.  p.  225. 

2  Bd.  before,  at  my  suggestion,  in  Engl.  Stud.,  1885,  vol.  viii.  p.  85  ff., 
by  G.  Kribel,  from  MS.  Vernon  and  Cambridge  Dd.  1,  1.  I  here  give  the 
text  of  MS.  Vernon  with  various  readings  from  MS.  Dd.  1, 1,  and  two  more 
MSS.,  Trin.  Coll.  Oxf.  57  t  (incomplete),  and  MS.  L.  70.  The  poem  is  based 
on  a  Latin  sermon  attributed  to  St.  Bemhard  (ed.  opp.  Antw.  1616,  col. 
156,  and  in  Migne  Patr.  Curs.  Ser.  II.  voL  182,  coL  1133,  Paris  1879 ;  both 
edd.  differ  in  some  respects,  the  Engl,  text  rests  more  on  that  of  the  former 
ed.),  with  frequent  addings  from  the  Gospels  (cf.  v.  21-4X  The  poem  is  not 
to  be  ascribed  to  Richard  RoUe,  but  to  Richard  Maidenstoon,  the  author  of 
the  Seven  Penitential  Psalms.  Cf.  Kribel,  L  c.  It  is  in  8-line  stanzas  of 
alternate  rymes.  ^  So  the  title  in  Index. 

Title  inD,  '  Lamentacio  sancti  Bemardi  de  compa.ssione  beate  Marie  vir- 
ginis  ex  dnlcissimi  tilii  sui  pas.sione  et  eiusdem  cradeli  morte' ;  in  T,  'La- 
mentacio sancte  marie  it  beat!  Bernard!.* 
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Lewed  me??  be  not  lered  in  lore, 
As  Clerkes  ben  in  holi  writ ; 
Jjanj  men  p?rcheu  hem  bi-fore, 

Hit  Avol  not  woncn  in  heore  wit :  4 

I  sigh  for        berfore  is  bat  I  syke  sore, 

l:iv  folk's  '  r  J  ■> 

iKiioiance,       ffo?  bro]5urhede,  as  God  liit  bit, 

And,  ^if  cristas  wille  Avoro, 

Wei  fayn  I  wolde  anienden  hit.  8 

3if  Crist  haue  send  mon  wit  at  wille, 

Craft  of  Clergye,  for  to  preche, 

Alle  hise  hestes  scholde  we  fulfille 

As  ferforj)  as  we  niihten  areche.  12 

3onge  and  olde,  holde))  ow  stille  : 
and  will  teach  ffor  broferhed  I  wol  OW  teche — 
brotherhood.    Jpe  Mon  jjat  con,  and  teche  nille, 

He  mai  haue  drede  of  godes  Avreche.  16 

Therefore  berfore  ichaue  on  Englisch  wroiut, 

I  liiive  ciig-  '  _  "^     _  ''    ' 

lixht  St.  Seint^  Be?-nard  witnesseb  in  Latyn —  '  «/.  As 

Bernard  s  ^  •' 

liutin.  Mon  may  be  glad  in  al  his  ])()ii3t 

}3at  his  wit  ha]?  leid  per-In.  20 

)?e  gospel  nul  I  forsake  noujt, 
}3au3  hit  be  writen  in  parchemyn  ; 
Seynt  Jones  word,^  and  hit  be  sou3t,  '  ai.  hok 

j3er-of  hit  wole  be  witnes  myn.  24 

While  Ihem  crist  on  eorjje  eode, 

1  D  Lewid  L  Lewede.  D  am  T  \m\  L  \aX  beo>.  T  nojt.  D  lerid  L  Icntc, 
oiu.  in  T.  2D  cleikis.  T  be>  L  beof.  D  writte.  3  T  \&i  L  H,  D  &  >ouh. 
D  preche  L  reden.  TL  before  D  euerc-more.  4  DTL  It.  DL  wile  T  may. 
T  iio)t.  D  wone  T  dwellen.  D  hire  T  har^  L  here.  D  witte.  5  D  ffor  \\&  it 
is.  T  y.  DTL  sike.  6  D  bretherhed  TL  bro>er]iede.  T  it  D  vs,  om.  in  L. 
D  bitte.  7  DL  if.  D  Cristis  T  godis  L  godes.  D  wil  it.  T  were.  8  DTL 
om.  Wei.  TL  Y  wolde  fayn.  D  amendin.  D  itte.  9  T  And  3if.  TL  god. 
D  sent  TL  lent.  DTL  vs.  D  witt  &.  10  DL  &  craft.  11  DTL  We  schiikl 
(L  sholde  T  shullen)  favn  his  hestis  (T  his  hestis  fayn).  T  fulfelle.  12  D 
ferfovt  TL  fer.  D  has.  DTL  ourc  wit.  L  mygbte  T  may  D  wold.  TL  reche. 
13  D  hold  ?ow  TL  loude  &.  14  D  As  bretherin  alle.  DL  wile  T  wil.  DT  Jow 
L  30U.  15  D  ffor  he  T  ffor  who  so  L  Who  so.  DTL  om.  >at.  DTL  can.  D  & 
ha}>  no  wille.  16  L  Him.  DTL  om.  haue  ;  T  doute  L  douten  D  sore  dowte. 
D  Cristis  T  harde.  17  DTL  I  haue.  TL  in.  Lenglissh.  D  wrouht  L  wroughtc. 
18  DTL  As  B.  seyth  (TL  .sei»  in  his  1  19  TL  A  man  D  He.  L  beo.  T  wel 
glad  L  blithe.  TL  om.  al ;  T  om.  his.  L  thoughtc.  20  L  al  his.  D  besynes 
L  tentc.  T  haj)  leyd  his  wit.  D  om.  ha>  ;  leyde.  21  D  wile  forsake  it  L  wel 
forsake  I  T  forsake>  it.  22  TL  j^at  is  wryten  D  ffor  lie  it  wrot.  23  T  lohanes 
D  lohn  his  L  Ion  in  his.  DTL  bok  if  it.  L  beo  soughtc.  24  DL  Herof.  T 
Wil  be  J)crof.  TL  om.  liit.  D  Ijcn.  DT  witncsse.  25  D  ^at  while  J>at  L  fe 
while  )>at.    DTL  god  inst.  of  Ihesu  crist.   DT  erthe.    T  3ede  L  3eodo  D  3odc. 
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Mony  of  his  Miracles  writen  Jjei  were  : 

])er  nis  no  mon  fat  niihte  rede 

J5e  goodnesse  fat  he  dude  here,  28 

'Men  and  wymmen,  36  schulew  haue  mede, 

Liisteneb  alle  now  me  I-feere  ;  i-ist'-n  to  me, 

'  je  tolk '. 

3if  I  siL'ge  mis,  takej>  good  hede, 

And  wissej)  me,  fat  hit  bete>-e  were.  32 

fFader  and  soiie  and  holy  gost, 
Al-mihtiful  god  in  Trinite,  g.«i,  send  me 

Myn  hope  is  on  f i  Modur  most, 

fful  of  grace  and  of  pite  :  36 

}5ou3  I  be  synful,  as  fou  wel  wost. 

Such  grace  fenne  fow  sende  me  wi«T'n  n^lle 

Sum  wokI  to  speken  wtf-outen  host,  men  better: 

Jjat  smn  men  mowe  f e  beter  be.  40 

Gret  del  hit  is  to  speke  and  say 
Of  him  fat  dyed  on  f e  Eoode, 
How  he  vppon  f e  gode  ffriday  >vi>eii  cimst 

fEor  vs  fenne  schedde  his  herte-blode ;  44        ' 

Alle  hise  disciples  flowen  a-way, 
fEor  doute  of  def  f  ei  were  nei^  wode : 

per  nis  no  tonge  fat  telle  may  no  tongue 

)3e  serwe  of  Marie,  his  moder  gode.  48   sJfaV's  gnef. 

iHeo  him  bar  bofe  god  and  Mon,        '  "laiKt.'''^        "'!« *""* 
And  sifen  hi»i  clepede  swete  Ihesu, 

26  DTL  Alle  his.    D  mjrraclis  T  workes  L  werkes.   D  wretin.    DTL  om.  >ei. 

27  DT  is.  L  om.  no.  T  man  DL  clerk.  D  om.  >at ;  D  in  boke.  D  may  T 
cou>e  L  coude.  28  D  goodnes  T  guodnesse  L  godenesse.  DL  dide.  D  to  vs 
here.  T  ))ere.  29  TL  Man.  D  women  TL  woman.  D  schul  T  may  L  mowe. 
D  han.  30  DTL  If  (TL  And)  je  me  (om.  in  TL)  listne  (T  wille  lestyn)  alle 
in  fere  (T  yfere).  31  DTL  mys-say.  D  taki)).  T  guod  L  goede.  32  D  om. 
And.  DT  wiase.  D  to  telle  >e  beste  to  lere.  L  as  inst.  of  >at  hit.  T  y  inst.  of 
hit.  L  better.  33  D  om.  and(l).  34  T  Almyjtful  DL  Almyhti.  DT  trenyte 
L  trinitee.  35  D  Mi  mone  TL  My  mvnde.  D  to  the.  TL  moder  D  modir. 
36  L  mercy.  T  pete.  37  L  >auh  T  >e3.  L  beo.  DT  it  inst.  of  wel.  38  D 
Swich  g.  lord,  T  Lord  siich  g.,  L  Lorde  sende  suche  g.  ;  DTL  om.  fienne.  L 
om.  >ow  ;  T  sende  >ou.  DL  to  me.  39  L  Som.  DL  speke.  DL  wi>-out(e). 
40  D  sum  man  T  many  folk  L  mankynde.  DT  may,  om.  in  L.  DT  betere 
L  bettere.  L  beo.  41  DTL  It  is  gret  dool  (T  del  L  deal)  to  teUe.  42  D  god 
T  ihesu.  DT  deyde  L  diede.  DL  vpon  T  oppon.  DTL  rode.  43  T  om.  he. 
L  on.  D  good  T  guode.  44  D  vs  alle.  DTL  om.  l)enne.  D  schad  T  shadde. 
D  om.  herte  ;  L  suete.  45  DTL  his.  D  disciplis  T  deciples.  D  fled  T  fledden 
L  fledde.  46  D  But  Marie  k  lohn  be  him  stode.  TL  drede.  T  nej  L  ney. 
47  DT  is.  L  om.  no.  D  tunge.  D  tellin.  48  T  sorwe  L  sorwes  D  goodnesse. 
DL  om.  Marie.  D  good  T  guode.  49  DTL  fVor  sclie.  DTL  as  inst.  of  bo>e. 
DT  man.  50  L  sithe  T  sethe  D  setthe.  DTL  clepid  (T  clepude)  him.  DTL 
om.  swete. 
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And  offrede  him  to  Symeon — 

fful  wel  fe  p?-ophete  him  he  kneu3 !  52 

Mary  was       All  Aiigel  warnede  vre  ladi  bon 

wariin  to  "  ■• 

intoEly?    ^^  '^^"°  Heroude,  fat  was  vntrewj, 
'        And  bad  hire  in  to  Egipte  gon 

ffor  doute  of  dej)  of  mony  a  lewj.  56 

Euer  was  Marie  glad  I-now^ 
"Whon  heo  hire  SAvete  sone  seje ; 
Whoderward  fat  Ihesu  drouj, 
He  was  never  He  nas  neuere  out  of  hire  eje.  60 

out  of  her  .  -* 

eye.  Sifen  men  duden  him  gret  wou^, 

Harde  peynes  heo  seij  hym  drei^e, 

His  honden  were^  nayled  to  a  bou3,  '  a/.om. 

Vppon  a  treo  honged  wel  hei3e.  64 

No  wonder,         Jjauj  heo  weore  wo  no  wonder  nas  : 

Heo  sei3  hym  hlodi,  bodi  and  croun, 

Hire  sone  fat  so  gultles  was, 
wiien  she        Wib  stremes  of  blod  he  ron  a-douu.  68 

siiw  Him  ^     '^        ,  . 

stream  with     To  Sen  his  pcynes  was  gret  pres, 

Wy??imen  folewede  hxm  forw  fe  toiin, 

Sore  wepynge,  wif-outen  lees, 

ffor  gret  deol  of  his  passion,  72 

ciar«ed"he         Ihgsu  tomde,  fat  was  so  meke, 
lowTngHim     And  spac  wordes^  of  gret  pite  'ai.  awoni 

not  to  weep        m     .  .     ^    .       i  i 

for  Him.         To  fe  wy??zmen  fat  fer^  speke,  »  o7.  he  aide,  or  he 

51  D  Sche.  D  ofFerid.  D  Symean.  52  TL  om.  fful.  D  pat  prophete  ful 
wel.  DTL  his  lord  knew.  53  T  J>e.  D  au?igil.  D  waniid.  TL  w.  hem  of  \>er 
(Lhere)fon.  D  )>an.  54  T  &  of.  TL  Eroude  (L  heroude)  pe  kynge  v.  (}>at  was 
cm.).  55TLhem.  D  vnto  T  intil.  D  Egipt.  D  gan.  56  DTL  drede,  D 
dr.  of  pat  felouTi  lew.  TL  many.  T  gew  L  gewe.  57  DTL  wel  inst.  of  glad. 
Danow.  58  DL  Whan  T  Whanne.  DT  sche.  DTL  seye.  59  T  Whyderward 
so  D  Whedir  Jiat  euere.  D  drow  L  drouhc.  60  DTL  was.  T  here.  DTL  eye. 
61  D  Setthe  T  suthen.  D  Je  lewis.  DL  dide.  D  wow  L  wouh.  62  D  peynys. 
DTL  sche.  T  sej  L  say  D  saw.  T  dreye  DL  drye.  63  D.hand  T  handes 
L  hondes.  DTL  om.  were.  D  naylid.  TL  til  D  vpon.  D  bow  L  bouhe.  64 
DTL  &  on.  D  >e  cros  L  a  cros.  TL  hongen  D  ]>ei  heng.  DT  him  L  on  ;  wel 
om.  in  DTL.  DTL  heye.  65  L  J-auhc  T  fej  D  >ow.  DT  sche.  DTL  were. 
Ij  om.  wo  no.  D  wujider.  DT  was.  &Q  T  Hy  D  Sche.  T  sej  L  seye  D  saw. 
T  blede  L  bleden.  D  crowne  L  croune.  67  L  Hire  oune  s.  DT  J^at  was  so, 
om.  in  L  ;  L  al.  DL  gil  teles.  68  D  Stremyd  of  blod  )>ret  ran  riht  downe 
T  Of  blod  Jje  strem  ran  adouM.  L  On  strem  >e  blode  ran  adoune.  69  D  seen 
L  seon  T  se.  D  peynys  L  peyne.  D  J>er  was.  D  om.  gret.  70  D  women. 
DT  him  folewid  (folwede)  L  foleweden  him.  T  >orghc  L  >oruh.  D  towne. 
71  D  weping  T  wepende.  DL  wi>-oute.  DT  les.  72  DTL  And  made  (LT 
maden)  dole  (T  del  L  deol)  for.  D  passiowne.  73  TL  twniede  (tornede)  him 
ful  meke  D  him  tumid  ful  mylde  &  meke.  74  D  seyde.  DTL  a  word.  75 
T  And  to  L  Andc  J'us  to.    D  women.   D  he  dide  TL  he,  inst.  of  >at  J'er. 
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And  seiJe  :  "  Wepe])  not  for  me  ! 
Ifor  30ure  children  39  mows  wepe, 
Jjat  do]j  me  schome,  as  30  mowe  se." 
Ko  wonder  J)0U3  hire  herte  breke, 
)5at  sei3  hir  sone  so  beten  be  ! 

When  he  was  beten  \\'i\)  scourges  sore, 
Alle  his  frendes  were  imm  hyni  gon ; 
jjreo  dayes  vre  feijj  was  lore 
Saue  in  Marie,  his  moder,  al-on. 
Bernard  here  J)  witnesse  ferfore, 
Also  do])  hire  Cosyn  Ion  : 
ffor  serwe  fat  heo  hedde  fore 
On  SW0U3  heo  fel  sone  a-non. 

J3e  blod  out  of  hire  e3en  ron, 
Al-most  hire  herte  clef  a-two — 
Seynt  Bernard,  fat  holy  mon, 
"Witnessef  wel  fat  hit  is  so. 
Seirit  Be/'nard  m  to  chirche  wende7t  he  con, 
To  witen  of  fat  Ladi  wo. 
To  him  wel  feire  speken^  heo  gon,        ijis.  spenken        95 

"WTiat  was  his  Aville  to  asken  fo.^    '  v v.  33-6  added  by  the  poet. 

"  T   Adi,  3if  hit  be  f  i  wille, 

JLi  Tel  me,  as  fou  art  heuene-qwene, 
Hou  fat  f ou  weope  fin  herte  fille, 
Whon  f  ei  duden  f  i  sone  to  scheme,  100 


80 


84 


88 


92 


Mary's  heart 
broke  when 
she  saw 
Clirist 

b«!UWll. 


Tlie  blood 
ran  out  oi- 
lier ej  es. 


St.  Rcriiard 
oiK-e  ill  a 
oliui-fh 


askt  her  how 
she  wept. 


76  L  weope>  D  wepit  T  ne  wepe  Je.  T  noujt  L  nonht<J.  77  TLD  But 
(wepi>  D)  for  Jow  (T  Jow-selue)  &  Joui-e  children  (D  childer)  eke.  78  D  ))ei 
DTL  don.  TL  shame  D  sorow.  D  may.  L  seo.  79  TL  om.  No.  T  Wonder 
it  was.  D  if  TL  >at.  DTL  Maries.  D  myhte  br.,  TL  ne  br.  80  D  saw.  D 
betin.  L  beo.  81  DL  Whan  T  Wha?me.  D  betin  &  scorgid  s.,  TL  beten 
swi|)e  s.  82  T  &  alle  D  om.  Alle.  D  frendis  L  freondes.  T  were  fro  him  g., 
L  fro  him  conne  g.,  D  fled  fro  him  good  wone.  83  T  )>ig.  DTL  oure.  T  sijt. 
D  ilore  L  forlore.  84  D  Saf  in  ))e  thef  &  Marye  alone.  85  DTL  Seint  B. 
witnessi)>  (L  wittenessede)  it  (om.  in  L)  before.  86  D  And  so  TL  &  al-so.  DL 
John.  87  D  sorwe  TL  >e  sorwe.  DT  sche.  D  had  TL  hadde.  88  D  Out  of 
hire  eyen  pe  blod  gan  gone  TL  >e  blod  out  of  here  (L  hii-e)  eyjen  ron.  89  TL 
Out  of  here  eyjen  J>e  blod  it  (om.  in  L).  DT  ran.  90  L  Almest.  DT  in  two. 
91  DTL  }>e  holi  man.  92  D  witnessi>  L  wittenesse>.  L  om.  wel.  DT  was. 
93  DTL  om.  Seint  Bernard.  L  flbr  in  to.  T  Intil.  DTL  a  temple.  TL 
wende  he  D  he  wente.    TL  gan  D  ])an.         94  T  wite.    T  lefdy  DL  ladyes. 

95  TLD  &  sche  (L  heo)  ful  (D  him)  faire  fi-aynede  him  )>an  (D  freyne  gan). 

96  D  To  witen  what  his  wil  was  ^o.  L  aske  T  aske  hire.  L  so.  97  D  He  seyde 
Ladi  L  Lauedy  he  seide.  T  Leuedy.  L  were  Joure.  98  DL  Telle.  99  L 
Hou  D  If  T  AVhawne  ;  DTL  om.  >at.  T  wep  D  wepte.  100  DTL  Whan 
men.    T  dude  DL  dide.    DTL  ]»at  teue. 
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Whon  fei  hiw  bou^iden  and  beoten  ille 
And  Coron7iden  him  wijj  ])orues  kene, 
And!  [he]  bar  ])e  Crois  meke  and  stille         ^  ai.om. 
As  y,\\\^  on  hym  non  harm  were  sene.  104 

whether  siie         "  Ladi,"  seide  Bernard,  "weore  bou  bere  bo, 

\vas  l)y,  '  r         T  r    ^ 

wheir Christ     hg?-  Men  him  bou??den  and  beoten  so  fast? 

was  beaten, 

I  wot  \o\\  weore  not  fer  him  fro, 

}jin  herte  was  stif  and  ful  studefast !  108 

Alias  !  whi  nere  myn  herte  so  ? 
Whi  is  myn  now  so  vnwrast  1 
Whi  nolde  hit  cleue  or  breke  a-two. 
Or  wepe  while  Jjat  hit  wolde  last*? ^      '  a 8ian/.a om.       112 
and  iiow  "  Tel  me  bi^  serwe  bin  herte  was  in,       i  ai.  AUas  for 

sorry  slie 

was  when  He   W hon  bou  8626  bin  ounc  fode, 

nuiig  on  the  . 

Cross,  Godes  sone,  his  hed  doun  lyn, 

)5er  he  hongede  vppon  Jje  Rode  !  116 

jjeij  he  weore  God,  his  flesch  was  J)yn, 

His  bodi  ron  doun  al  on  Blode. 

Alias,  whi  nedde  J)i  serwe  be  myn  1 

Whi  nedde  I  stonden  fer  J)ou  stode  ]  1 20 


101  DTL  om.  whon  })ei :  Bounden  (D  Bouwlin)  him  &  be  ten  (DT  betin) 
him  (om.  in  L)  ille.  102  D  crownid  T  crounede  L  crouneden.  D  thornis. 
103  DTL  He.  L  his  ores  D  him  euere.  D  mylde  L  niyldeliche  T  boJ)e 
mylde.     104  D  As  non  harm  on  him  had  bene  TL  As  him  were  no  sorwe  sene. 

105  DTL  Swete  ladi  (T  lefdy  L  lauedy).  DTL  om.  scide  Bernard.  DTL  were. 

106  DT  Whan  L  ])0.  T  ))ej.  DTL  betin  (L.bete)  &  bounden.  DTL  om.  so  ; 
L  him.  DL  faste.  107  D  hope.  DTL  were.  T  nojt.  108  DL  is.  DTL  so. 
TL  om.  stif  and.  DTL  om.  ful.  D  stedfaste  T  stedefast  L  stedefaste.  109  D 
Alias  alias  whi  dide  fei  so.  TL  my  loue.  110  DTL  myn  herte  ;  now  om. 
DL  vnwraste.  Ill  D  pat  it  ne  wile  cleue  in  two.  TL  breke  (L  berste)  or 
cleue.     112  T  &.    DTL  whil  my  lyf  may.  DL  laste. 

DTL  tl  en  have  the  following  stanza :  Ladi,  I  am  in  (om.  in  L)  greet 
longing  To  seen  (T  se  L  seo)  >at  (T  Jje)  sihte  (T  sijt)  ^at  ))ou  there  (om.  in  L) 
seye,  Whan  (L  Hou)  >ou  gan  (T  be-gan  L  gonne)  I)in  handis  (T  honden  L 
hondes)  (to  T)  wring  (wringe),  pe  teris  (TL  teres)  ran  (L  ronnen)  douji  be 
(L  of)  >in  eye.  pou  saw  (T  sej  L  seye)  >i  sone  wi]?  naylis  (TL  nayles)  sting 
(T  styngc  L  strongc),  &  (om.  in  L)  on  a  tre  (L  treo)  }>ei  (om.  in  TL)  hang  (TL 
hongcn)  him  (L  on)  heye.  Whi  ne  were  (TL  nere)  myn  herte  in  (L  on)  ]>i 
moitT-nyng,  Whan  (L  fo)  Jwu  him  saw  (T  seje  L  seye)  swich  (T  >e  L  fo)  peyne 
(T  pynes  L  peynes)  drye  (TL  dreye)  ? 

113 — 120  follow  in  TL  the  stanza  wanting  after  128. 

113  DTL  Alias  for  (TL  ))e)  sorwe.  L  >at  J^ou  were.  D  >in  h.  myhte  kyne. 
TL  ynne.  114  D  saw  L  seye.  D  owne  T  herte.  115  D  Goddis  T  Godis. 
D  iieuid.  DL  clyne  T  clynne.  116  per  as.  DTL  heng.  T  oppon,  117  T  ))ej 
L  ]>&i  D  )30uh.  DT  were  L  beo.  DTL  ]>e  f  T  fles  L  flessh.  D  thyne.  118  D 
pat  swete  bodi  ]>at  ran  on  bl.  TL  pou  seje  (L  seyen)  him  renne  (L  renuen)  al 
on  bl.  119  TL  nere  D  ne  were.  DL  pat.  DTL  sorwe.  DTL  om.  be.  120 
D  Or  I  had  stonde  T  Why  ne  niyjte  y  stonde  L  Whi  ne  stod  I.  D  ))er  >at. 
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"  Whon  [)3at]^  he  his  lyf  forsook,     »  MS.Vrladiseide-.  Whon 

He  howede  his  hed  &  lafte^  his  si3t,  »  a/.ies,iost  and  died  and 

And  noiu  his  leue,  his  wey  he  tok  went  to  His 

"^  Father. 

Vp  to  his  fader  ful  of  miht.  124 

"Witnesse  wole  \ie  holy  book, 

})at  day  J)e  sonne  les  hire  liht, 

])e  Temple  clef,  fe  eorfe  qwok, 

Jje  dede  a-risen  to  lyue  apli^t.i  »  a  stanza  om.  128 

"  Ladi,  tak  hit  not  a-gref,  ho^^* m1o'» 

)5ei3  I  speke  of  his  peynes  so ;  f„"eu  i^s'Lo 

To  heren  of  him  me  is  ful  lef,  »'="^  ''«'rt. 

I  ne  may  hit  nou3t  for-go,  132 

I  seo  him  hongen  as  a  ))ef, 
Godes  sone  and  ))in  also  : 
Ladi,  J)e  teres  pat  |>ou  })er  3ef, 
Graunte  me  su??ime  !"  he  seide  Ipo.^     ^  a/,  er^anygo.    136 

"  ^Vs  J)ou  art  queen  of  heuene-blisse,  He  asks  her 

And  I  am  here  in  gret  peyile, 
Swete  ladi,  ])ow  me  Avisse, 

j3ou3  I  be  synful  mon  and  vyle.  140 

As  J>ou  art  moder  and  Mayden  I-wis  :  wiiat  amst 

What  dude  my  lord  in  his  exile?  exile. 


121  DTL  om.  Vr  ladi  seide.  DTL  Whan  ]>at.  D  forsoke.  122  D  bowid.  D 
heuid.  TL  les  D  lost.  D  sihte.  123  D  His  leue  he  nam  T  He  nom  liis  wey 
his  leue  he  t.  L  nam.  L  &  vp  he  t.  D  toke  TL  toke.  124  L  om.  Vp  ;  T 
Op.  125  DL  As  berij)  (bere»  witnesse  T  As  witnesse)>.  D  boke.  126  D 
sunnelost.  T  here  D  his.  D  sihte.  127  D  claf.  DT  erthe.  D  qnoke  TL 
quoke.     128  D  ]>e  dede  men.    TL  risen.    D  ]>e  soth  to  plyhte.    T  leue. 

Then  DTL  have  the  following  stanza  :  Ladi  (T  Leuedy  L  Lauedy)  >i  loue 
is  (L  was)  nature],  &  my  (TL  myn)  loue  (om.  in  TL)  is  swi]>e  (L  swi>e  wonder 
T  wonder  sore)  lite  ;  Be  (L  flbr  be)  >i  weping  (T  wepynge)  it  seiui>  (TL  seme)>) 
wel  Xo  clerk  >i  sorwe  ne  may  (LT  may  (myjte)  J>i  sorwe)  write.  Alias  whi 
nadde  (D  no  had)  I  (T  ich)  loue  (L  loued)  sumdel  (TL  somdel),  pat  to  (TL 
in)  myn  (T  my)  herte  it  (om.  in  L)  myhte  smyte,  pat  is  harder^  (T 
hardere  is  L  harde  is)  ]>an  (L  so)  any  (TL  ston  or)  stel  (L  steel),  May  no  bale 
J-erin  (TL  ]>er-jTine)  bite.— In  TL  then  follow  v,  113—120. 

129  DTL  Swete  ladi  (T  lefdy).  D  take.  DL  om.  hit.  T  nojt  D  to  greef. 
130  T  J)aj  L  >auh  D  If.  D  peynys  mo.  131  D  spekeu  T  speke.  L  Of  hira 
to  speke.  DTL  it  (om.  in  L)  were  me  (L  me  were)  leef.  132  DTL  ffor  I. 
DTL  om.  ne.  D  wile  not  his  lo\ie  f.  L  him  not<;  T  uojt  it.  133  TL  )>ou  seje 
(seye).  D  se.  D  liangin  T  hange  L  honge.  L  so  a  theof.  134  D  Goddis  T 
Godis.  135  T  Leuedy.  D  teris.  TL  }>e,v.  L  geef.  136  T  some  L  somme. 
D  to  han  of  tho  TL  er  >an  (L  ar  {>at)  y  go.  137  D  Ladi  queen  ful  of  bl. 
T  >ou  art  leuedy  of  h.  bl.  L  Lauedy  Jjou  &rU  queen  in  h.  bL  138  D  As 
L  perillc  T  fyl.  139  T  lefdy  L  lauedy.  140  T  >a3  L  >duh.  L  beo.  DT  manj 
om.  in  L.  f  wyl.  141  DT  mayden  &  moder.  TL  y-wisse.  142  DL  dide 
T  dede.    DL  J>at ;  T  om.  his.   T  exyl  L  exilic. 
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and  what  He    WhoH  he  was  pvned  wzb-outen  mis, 

said  oil  the  i 

Cross.  Whuche  weren  his  wordes  in  ]jat  while  ] "  144 

JU»'^P'"o-       "  T3ernard,  ])e  wordes  of  fi  MouJ? 

_Lf  To  niyn  herte  schetej?  a  spere ; 

Jjat  speke  of  him  bi  nor))  &  souf, 

I-wis,  pei  dou  myn  herte  dere  !  148 

Wepynge  is  me  now  ful  COUb ^    *  r.vncoii|,?  cf.Lat.:  quiaslorificata 
irJ     o  r>        sum,  ultr.i  jam  flere  lion  possiiin. 

Now  f)ow  wolt  my  peynes  lere. 
Mekeliche  pow  aske  noupe  : 
to  answer  St.    Be/Tiard,  I  wol  be  onswerc  !  "  152 

Beriditd.  ' 

Bernard  seide  and  gon  to  speke  : 
"Mi  rihte  were  to  wepe  sore : 
Min  herte  [is  hard  &]  nul  not  to-breke, 
I  seo  not  hit  wole  melte  fore.  156 

I  wolde  he^  were  in  serwe  steke,  ^  ai.it 

Wi])  me^  to  wepe  euer-more  :  »  r.  ye 

Hit  nil  not  of  ^  myn  ejen  reke  »  at.  May  no  ter  fro 

To  wepe,  as  my  Aville  wore.  160 

"  As  Jjou  art  Qwene  of  heuene  &  helle 
And  baar  him  fat  vs  deore  hap  boiijt, 
Hou  hit  is  J)ou  most  me  telle, 

)?ing  fat  is  now  in  my  foujt :  164 

Weore  Jjou  fere  as  men  [wold]  him  qwelle, 
In  lerusalem,  fer  he  was  soujt 

143  DT  Whan  L  While.  D  pynid  L  peyne.  D  w'i>  >e  lewis  L  wi>-oute 
lisse.  T  mysse.  144  D  Whiche  L  What  T  Swilk.  DT  were.  TL  werkes  D 
werkis.  T  whyl  L  whilk.  145  T  Bernad.  D  wordis.  D  inou>e  L  mouliix!. 
146  T  my.  DTL  haii  (T  hane)  schotin  (T  shoten  L  sniyten).  147  D  His  was 
al  as  maunys  Joufe.  TL  Who-so  speke^.  TL  be.  T  nortlie.  TL  or.  L  souht<?, 
148  D  it  TL  he.  DTL  doth.  149  DT  But  (Bote)  w.  D  not  vnkou^e  TL  now 
vncou]).  150  D  If  >ou  TL  And  >ou.  D  wile  TL  wilt.  D  of  peynys  TL  of 
my  peynes.  151  D  Setthe  of  weping  >ou  askist  T  Sethen  wi>  wepynge  aske]> 
L  Sithe  Tpon  wepingc  askest.  T  nou)>  L  nonht«.  152  DTL  om.  Bernard.  T  Y 
wil  ]>e  shortliclie  answ.  DL  I  schal  the  tellin  (L  telle),  D  wi]?  swete  a.  L  if  >ou 
wiltc  here.  153  DTL  If  I  to  the  (TL  sholde  inst.  of  to  the)  of  (his  TL)  peynys 
(TL  peynes)  speke.  154  DT  riht.  D  wepin  L  weopen.  155  DTL  Myn  h. 
is  hard  &  may  (L  wil)  not  breke.  156  D  It  is  no  J-iiig  T  Is  nojt  )>at  L  ]niv 
nis  no  thinge.  DT  wile.  D  meltin.  T  more.  157  DTL  it  were.  TL  sorwe. 
D  a  stede  D  to  steke  T  be-steke  L  y-steke.  158  TL  ]>e  D  eye.  T  wepen  L 
mourne.  DL  for  euerc-more.  159  DTL  May  no  ter«  (L  teer  T  ter)  fro.  L 
om.myn.  D  eye.  L  rekeii.  160  D  wepin.  TL  so.  D  wil  it  L  willes.  161 
D  Qvod  Bernard  Queen  TL  Lefdy  (Lauedy)  qucn.  162  DL  ]>on  inst.  of  And. 
D  bar  TL  here.  DT  derc.  DTL  om.  ha^.  D  bouhte  T  aboujt  L  aboiight«. 
163  DTL  How  so  it  be  (L  beo).  D  must  L  moste.  164  DTL  Of  ])ing  ]>at  I 
haue  the  besouhte  (T  by-soujt).  165  D  Where  were  >ou.  T  om.  as  ;  D 
whan  L  Jo.  DT  men  wold(e)  L  men  diden.  166  D  In  I.  fe  fayrc  cite  it 
was  wrouhte.    L  whan  inst.  of  fer. 


{Pattion  on 
Tliurtduy.) 


"  whether 
she  was  in 
Jerusalem 
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And  nomcn  vri\)  fe  lewes  felle 
And  sijjen  bi-fore  Cayphas  broujt  1 " 

Ovre  ladi  seide  :  "  I  was  ]>ere  fo, 
Sore  I  wep  and  wrong  myn  ho;Kle ; 
Whon  fe  lewes  him  ladde  me  fro, 
To  folwe  him  wepiwge  mi3t  I  not  worade. 
Xo  wonder  was  pei^  me  were  wo, 
Ac  hit  was  wonder  I  mijte  stonde, 
Whon  I  seij  hym  to  peyne  go 
And  beo  bounden  in  hard  bonde. 

"  On  Cene-])ursday  wt}j-Inne  pe  niht 
Cayphas  him  nom,  hi??i  jjhoujte  gome, 
Wi]j  swerdes  and  wi))  lauternes  briht, 
And  clepede  h\m  Ihesn  by  his  nome. 
He  onswerde  :  '  I  am  her  riht. 
Do  my  disciples  for  me  no  schome  ! ' 
ffor  alle  J>e  peynes  fat  hi»i  were  diht, 
He  nolde  his  frendes  hedde  no  blame. 

"  ffor  no  chesoun  of  his  takyng 
He  wolde  no  mon  pe  worse  were  : 
pat  schewed  he  wel  in  alle  fing, 
Bofe  here  and  elles-where. 
Peter,  for  so])e,  made  fihtyng 
And  smot  sone  of  a  lewes  ere  : 


wlien  Christ 
was  liruught 
168    befi"^ 

Caiapiias." 


172 


how  Clirist 
on  Maitiidy- 
176     ihurfMlay 
was  taken. 


180 


184 


188 


begd  His 
disciples 
iiiiffht  not  be 
punisht. 


anil  rehiiked 
Peter  for 


167  D  takin   L  token  him  T  bou?iden.    TL  om.  >e.    D  lewis  TL  gewes. 

168  L  om.  sifen  ;  D  setthe  be  nylite.  D  lieforn.  T  sire  Cajrphas.  L  him 
broughtc.  169  T  lefdy.  L  side  T  answerd.  170  D  flFul  sore,  D  wepte  L 
•weope.  D  hond.  171  D  led  him  L  laddeu  him  T  hidden  him.  172  TL 
Wepynge  (L  weoping)  to  folwe  D  Ta  wepin  sore,  him  om.  in  DTL.  D  I 
niyhte.    D  wond  L  stonde.        173  D  It  was  no  wunder.    L  nas.    D  if.    T  y. 

174  DTL  But  (T  Bote  L  Bot)  wunder  it  (om.  in  TL)  TL  was  D  is.    D  >at  I. 

175  D  Whan,  om.  in  TL.  D  saw  T  sej  L  seye.  TL  my  sone.  D  peynis  T 
peynes.  176  D  &  bou/iden  &  betin  &  don  al  schonde.  L  om.  And.  TL  om. 
beo.  L  Bounde  T  wou)iden.  L  wi>.  TL  ful  harde.  L  bondes.  177  T  On  ]>e. 
DTL  scherthui-sday  (L  sherethoresday).  D  wij^in  L  in  T  at.  T  om,  >e.  178 
D  ]>e  lewis  toke  him  alle  in  same  TL  Cayfas  &  his  (&  his  om.  in  L)  men  him 
nam.  179  TL  Wi)>  lanternes  i  wi])  (om.  in  L)  swerdes  br.  D  pei  souht  him 
wi)>  L  br.  180  T  om.  And.  D  callid  T  Calde.  T  ih&s«5  ihcsus.  DL  be.  DL 
name  T  nam.  181  D  Mi  sone.  D  answerid  T  answerde  L  answerede.  D  hem 
in  hire  siht.  182  TL  Do>.  D  these  men  T  deciples.  L  shame  T  sham  D 
blame.  183  DL  al  j^e  peyne.  DL  ]>at  >ei  him.  L  dyghte.  184  D  wold  TL 
wolde.  L  freondes  D  disciplis.  D  had  TL  hadde.  T  blam  D  schame.  185 
DTL  ffor  >e  (om.  in  T)  encheson.  186  D  >at  non.  TL  man,  om.  in  D.  D 
werse.  187  TL  pat  he  schewede  D  He  schewid  'pat.  DTL  om.  wel.  D  al- 
maner.  188  D  Thanne  inst  of  Bo)>e.  DT  there.  D  ellis.  189  DTL  om.  for 
so)>e.  D  stod  vnto  f.,  L  stoed  for>  wi)>  f.,  T  wi>-stod  al  sittynge.  190  D 
om.  sone,  T  al  smert  of,  L  of  smertly.    TL  gewes  D  mannys. 

VERNON    MS.  X 
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cutting  oflfa     Mi  sone  hi»i  blamed  for  bat  binjj 

Jew  s  ear.  r        r      o 

And  also-swijje  heled  hit  |)ere.  192 

Mai-y  tells  "  ludas  was  ful  of  be  ifend, 

St.  Uerimrd  '  ' 

fful  wel  my  sone  his  tresun  wust : 
Jper  he  cleped  him  his  frend 

And  Mekelichei  he  him  cust.  '  a/,  myideiiche  196 

iiow  tiie  Jews  ]iQ  Icwes  of  harm  hedde  non  ende, 

laid  into  _    . 

J«8M8  with      Ml  sone  to-beten  and  to-pust, 

staff  and  fist.  .  f        i 

WiJ)  strokes  jjei  gurene  to  hhn  wende 
And  leyden  on  hym  \f\\>  staf  &  fust."  200 

adi,"  seide  Bernard,  "  God  ^elde  hit  fe  ! 
Tel  me  more  of  Myn  askyng : 
J3i  swete  sone,  what  dude  he  1  »  w.  2ni-8  added  by  the  poet. 

Whi  nolde  he  stonde  \vi])  fihtyngo  ?  204 

Ei  kynde  skil  I  may  wel  se 
He  mihte  hem  alle  to  defe  bringe. 
Swete  ladi,  tel  J)ou  me 
.Mary  tells       Al  his  semblauwt  and  his  berynge  ! "  208 

Bernard,  ^if  I  teres  had, 
[ou  mi3ti  wepe  al  my  fille. 
Of  serwe  nas  I  neuer  sad, 

Whon  I  Jjoujte  on  his  peynes  ille.  212 

AP-hou  he  was  from  me  lad,  i  ms.  And 

I  haue  told,  and  3it  I  wille, 
And  hou  he  was  in  serwe  stad 


191  D  But  he  leet  be  at  his  seyeng.  TL  blamede  him.  192  T  om.  And. 
D  as  sone  T  Als  quike  L  also  quyke.  DL  he  helid  T  he  it  helede.  L  him. 
193  DTL  pat  was.  L  feond.  194  D  Jet  T  J>eJ  L  Al,  inst.  of  fful  wel.  L  sones 
tresoun.  DTL  wiste.  195  D  &  callid  him  Jet  T  Jut  he  callede  him  L  & 
Jette  he  clepede  him.  D  his  derc  L  leoue.  L  freond.  196  D  myldeli  TL 
myldeliche.  DTL  kiste.  197  L  To  done  him  harm  ]>ei  coude  n.  e.  D  om. 
of.  D  had  T  hadde.  D  neuerc  non.  198  D  my  dere  s.  D  to  betin  TL  to 
bete.  Tli  ne.  TL  to-biste  D  biste.  199  D  wepenys  L  skourges.  T  Jej  gau 
him  to  w.,  D  aboute  him  ]>ei  gan  w.,  L  faste  to  him  ]>ei  w.  200  T  leyde  D 
bete  ;  D  om.  on.  D  stauys  &  wi>.  DTL  fiste.  201  D  Seyde  Bernard  Ladi  I 
prey  the  T  Lefdy  qwod  B.  y  praye  ]>e  L  Swete  lauedy  pray  I  ]je.  202  D  Jet 
telle.  L  nou})e  inst.  of  more  of.  203  DL  dide.  204  D  Whi  stod  he  not  wiJ) 
no  f.  205  DTL  Be.  D  rihtful  skile  T  rijt  wise  L  ryghtc  speche.  D  men. 
DL  om.  wel.  L  seo.  206  D  deth  bring.  207  T  lefdy  L  lauedy.  D  now  telle 
it  me.  L  telle.  208  D  bering.  209  T  om.  A.  D  &  I  teris.  TL  hadde. 
210  DTL  myhte  L  L  weope.  L  om.  al.  211  DTL  sorwe.  T  ne  was  L  was 
D  am.  212  D  pinke  T  ])enke.  D  peynys.  213  L  om.  And  ;  DT  But  (Bote). 
T  whan  mst.  of  hou.  TL  my  (deore  L)  sone  was  be-stad.  D  fro.  214  DTL 
h.  ))e  told.  DL  Jet  T  Jut.  215  D  I  was  in  greet  sorwe  bestad  TL  And  whan 
(L  Hou)  fe  gewes  fro  (T  for)  me  him  ladde  (T  bad). 


A,l:; 
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Aod  I  him  folewede  wip  teres  grille. 

"  )5ei  liudden  his  ejen  &  boffetede  him  fo 
And  beden  him  reden  ho  hit  wore,^  »  ms. 

And  duden  hym  peynes  monie  mo, 
)?er  nis  no  tonge  may  telle  fore. 
)5ere  stoden  my  sustren  two 
)jat  hedden  loued  hym  wel  3  ore ; 
^Marie  ^laudelejTi  dude  also, 
}5at  trewely  louede  hi;/i  in  hire  lore. 

"  Hire  loue  was  studefast  and  trewe, 
And  I  hym  louede  ful  trewelyche.i         1  ai.  tenderiicUe 
[Strong]  1  is  loue  of  ffrendes  newe,  »  MS.Good 

And  of  ]je  Moder  nomeliche. 
I  sei3  neuere  my  sone  chauwgen  hewe, 
But  euere  in  on,  as  lomb  I-lyche. 
Sori  fei  were  alle  J)at  hym  knewe, 
And  wepte  for  him,  bo]je  pore  &  riche. 

"ffrom  Cayphas  paleis  Jjei  hhn  drouh 
Eiht  to  Pilate,  my  sone  to  spiUe. 
He  cr/jede  not,  as  men  duden  him  wouj. 
He  code  wip  hem  wij)  gode  wille, 
Euere  he  was  Meke  I-nouj 
And  heold  hi?;i  bofe  clos  and  stille. 
Pilat  wolde  not  pat  pei  hym  slouh, 


216 


220 


224 


228 


>32 


236 


how  she  fol- 
lowed Christ, 


her  i  Sisters 
and  Mary 
Magdalene 
were  by  when 
Clirist  was 
insulted. 


{Good-Fri- 
day.} 
Mary  con- 
tinues how 
Christ  was 
taken  to 
Pilate. 


216  D  But  euerc  I  folewid.  DL  om.  him.  DTL  crieng  (T  cnende  L  cryande) 
schille  (L  shrille).  217  D  hid  TL  hidden.  L  hise.  D  buflet  T  smyten  L 
smyte.  L  om.  him.  218  D  bad  T  bede.  DTL  rede.  D  what  ]>at  he.  T  wer«. 
219  DTL  And  othere  peynys  (peynes)  D  dide  him  mo  TL  many  mo.  220  DTL 
Ne  (om.  in  TL)  may  no  tunge  (TL  tonge)  tellin  (TL  telle)  T  before  D  more  L 
for  sore.      221  D  Beside  >er  stod.    TL  myne.    D  susteris  T  sostres  L  sostren. 

222  D  had  T  hadde  L  hadden.   D  louid.   D  om.  wel ;  TL  ful.  D  longe  before. 

223  DTL  And  M,  DT  Magdaleyn[e]  L  Magdeleyn.  DTL  om.  dude.  224 
D  trull  T  triwely  L  treuliche.  D  louid  L  leoued.  D  him  &  his.  L  om.  him  ; 
in  his.  T  here.  225  L  He  was.  D  was  euerc.  D  stedfast  T  stedefast  L  stede- 
faste.  T  newe.  226  D  louid.  TL  om.  fuL  TL  tenderliche  (tendreliche)  D 
tendiili.  227  TL  Strong  D  ffor  strong.  T  om.  is.  D  frendis.  T  triwe.  228 
T  namliche  L  nameliche  D  grettest  namly.  229  L  say  DT  saw.  DTL  him 
neuerc.  D  chaungin  T  change  his.  230  D  But  a.s  a  lomb  wi)>-out€n  cry.  T 
om.  eucre.  L  a  inst.  of  as  T  al-wey  inst.  of  as  lomb.  231  DL  Alle  were  sory 
T  And  was  sory.  232  D  Riche  &;  pore  &  aUe  him  bL  T  wep  L  wepten.  L 
om.  bo>e.  233  DT  ffro  L  firam.  D  drow.  234  L  Before.  D  him  inst.  of 
my  sone.  235  D  pei  tok  non  hede  J)ei  d.  TL  He  ferde.  D  dide  L  diden  T 
dude.  236  D  )>ei.  DT  Jede  L  Jeode.  D  him.  D  good.  237  T  om.  Euere. 
D  was  Ihesu.  L  mylde  T  meke  and  mylde.  238  D  He  suffrid  hem  k  held 
him  stille.  T  held  L  helde.  239  D  Pilate  wold.  T  om,  jwt.  DTL  men. 
D  slow, 

X  2 
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How  Clirist 
was  beaten. 


how  the 
Jews  cried 
"Crucify 
Jesus  "  ; 


and  how 
Pihite 


In  his  dedes  he  fond  non  skille. 

"  )3ei  stripte  hym  fat  ilke  stounde, 
To  a  piler  bouraden  hhn  fat  day, 
And  beote?i  hxm  whil  fei  warm  him  foiimle. 
J3en  was  my  song  weilaway ! 
ffour^  fousend  &  fyf  huwdred  woiiwde 
J3ei  maden  on  him,  for  sofe  to  say. 
And  seiden  on  skorn  vppon  fe  grou??(le  : 
*  J3i  p7Y>phecye  helpe  ]je  ne  may.' 

"  Mi  leue  Be?'nard,  gret  was  my  care 
Whon  Jjei  criede  wel  faste  in  on  : 
'Do  Ihesw.  on  jje  Crois  ful  [^are^] 
And  dilyuere  vs  Barraban  ! ' 
Goddes  sone  to  lugge  fare 
And  leten  a  fef  to  lyue  gon, 
Bernard,  ))is  was  a  sori  fare, 
Such  dom  hedde  neuer  no  mon  ! 

"  )5us  ))e  lewes  steorne  and  stoute 
Mi  sone  hedden  in  hard  bonde. 
Pilate  hedde  of  hem  more  doute 
)5an^  he  hedde  of  godes  sonde  : 
}5at  was  I-sene,  he^  ladde  \i\m  oute 
And  dude  Yiim  to  fe  lewes  honde. 
)5e  lewes  frongen  him  a-boute, 
And  I  for  serwe  mihte  not  stonde. 


240 


244 


248 


'  MS.  ra))e.    al.  51  f  him  |>e 
(lorn,  J>e  crois  is  sare 

252 


»  MS.  )>at 
J  MS. 


256 


260 


264 


240  DTL  ffor  in.     D  dedis  T  dede  L  dethe.     T  sej  L  .say.    TL  no.    D  ille. 

241  D  .stripid  T  streptyn  L  strepten.  DTL  him  nakid.  D  on  a  L  in  ]>at  T  \>a.t 
St.  242  DT  &  bou?ide  (bou?^den)  him  to  (til)  a  pilerc.  D  all  day.  243  D 
cm.  And.  D  Bete  T  betyn  L  beten.  T  wel  where  >ej  h.  f.  244  DT  >an  L  J-o. 
D  weleaway  T  welaway.  245  D  Ifyue  J)ousaiid  &  iiij  hu;ideiid  w.  TL  ffor  Jire 
(L  a)  thousand  &  sixe  hondrcd  w.  246  D  On  him  ^ei  mad.  T  made.  D  soth. 
247  D  On  .skorn  >ei  seyde  &  ill  to  gr.  TL  on  skornyngt;  on.  248  D  >at.  T 
propheri.  DL  nouht  (note)  helpin  (helps)  the  may  T  helpen  ne  may.  249  L 
leoue  D  dere  DTL  frend  (L  freond).  250  DTL  Whan.  D  cride  T  criden 
L  crieden.  D  alle  >an  T  al  at  an  L  alle  on  one  (wel  faste  om.  in  DTL).  251 
DTL  ?eue  (T  Jif)  him  dom  (T  t>e  dom)  j)e  cros  (T  crois)  is  Jarc.  252  DTL 
delyuere.  TL  Baraban.  253-4  &  255-6  transp.  in  TL.  253  D  Goddis  T 
Godis  L  Godes.  T  inggen  D  deme.  T  Jare.  254  D  ffor  a  thef  Jat  Jjei  wold 
han.  T  let.  L  theof.  T  gan.  255  TL  Lo  B.  DTL  here  was  sori  f.  256  D 
Swich  a  T  Swilk  L  Suche.  D  had  T  herde  L  seye.  DTL  om.  no.  DTL  man. 
257  D  lewis  L  gewes  T  feues.  DTL  sterne.  258  T  heldyn  L  helden  D  J)ei 
held.  T&.  TLharde.  Lboudes.  259  T  pat  P.  LAndP.  DhadTLhadde. 
D  mor.  260  D  goddis  T  godis.  261  D  om.  \>-At  was  Isene  ;  fibr  he  led  him 
])er-wi}>out.  L  Hit.  T  sone  L  sene  (I-  om.).  T  J>e3  ladde  L  >ei  hadden.  262 
D  &  dampnid  T  &  delyuerede  L  To  deliuere.  TL  om.  l)e.  D  lewis  TL  gewes. 
263  D  tuggid  T  weutyn  L  ronnen.  DTL  al-aboute.     264  DTL  sorwe.  T  nojt. 
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"  "WTion  he  was  derapt  and  out  sent, 
AUe  J)ei  duden  hym  gret  dispite. 

He  nom  be  Cros  and  forb  [he]  went,  how  chri«t 

Wi))  wrajjj'e  fei  driuen  him,  luuche  &  lyte.  268  Cross, 

Alias  pat  lomb  [Jjat]  Innocent  I 
Wolues  wolde  him  sore  a  byte. 
)je  care  was  at  myn  herte  lent, 
Mi  serwe  mihte  no  mon  wyte.  272 

"  I  suwede,  &  swoulmede  mony  a  si]?e, 
Mi  sustren  comen  a-bouten  me ; 
I  spac  to  him^  as  I  mi3te  kijje,  »  Ms.hem 

"WTion  I  him^  for  pres  mihte  se.  iM.s.iiein         276 

Mi  sone  hi^ede  him  wel  blyue^        '  ^swit^g^' "''^ ''^**^°° 

And  bar  him-self  jJat  heui  tre,^  »  al.  &  benst  on  bat  so  h.  a  t.    and  bare  it. 

And  let  me  beo^  be-hynde  vnblijje  :  »  ai.  &  leuist  t>i  moder. 
Be?-nard,  fen  gomede  me  no  gle,"  280 


■"M' 


]3ou  hast  so  muche  me  i-told  ! 
3 it  per  is  wel  more  I-sene,  »  w.  asi— so*  added  by  the  poet. 

265  DTL  'WTian.  D  dampnid  T  iugged  L  Igged.  T  y-sent.  266  D  dide  ; 
TL  hadden,  him  om.  DL  despite  T  despyt.  267  DTL  tok.  TL  his.  T  crois. 
DTL  he  wente.  268  D  pei  skomid  him,  wij)  wr.  om.,  T  "\Vi>  wo  ]>ej  folwede 
him  L  ffen  threwen  on  him  bo)>e.  D  mekil  T  niokel  L  mycheh  T  lyt.  269 
L  He  Jeode  for)>  as  a  lomb  i.  DT  ])at  L  270  D  po  wnluys  T  Whanne  w.  L  & 
J)ei  as  w.  D  wilde  L  >at  wolden.  D  so  sore  hite  T  ]>ere  a  byt ;  L  om.  sore  a. 
271  D  pat  sonve  T  |)e  sonve  L  Ilis  sorwe.  DTL  is  in.  D  so  bent.  272  D  care 
TL  wo.  D  I  may  hem  alle  wite  TL  ne  wiste  y  (L  I  ne  wiste)  wham  (L  whom) 
to  wyt(e). 

After  272  DTL  have  the  following  addit.  stanza  :  pei  mad  (TL  maden) 
game  k  (game  &  om.  in  L)  gret  lawhing  (T  lajyng,  L  lauhingc),  Whan  })ei 
betin  him  althermest  (TL  pe  cursede  gewes  wi>  fe  mest(e  i),  pfi  (TL  And)  Iwid 
(TL  beden)  him  (om.  in  T)  seye  (T  sithe)  if  (T  jif)  he  were  king,  pei  (L  ]>an) 
wolde  (TL  wolden)  don  J>an  alle  at  (T  be  at  al  L  }>ei  alle  beon  at)  his  best  (L 
heste).  Mi  sone  answerid  hem  no  )>ing  (TL  He  nojt  answerde  ( L  answered 
not)  til  (L  to  I  hare  (here)  askjTig),  pouh  his  peyne  were  vd\>  )>e  mest  (TL  His 
wordes  were  (L  wereni  eucre  TL  wi>)  >e  lest(e)).  But  (L  And  T  He)  bar  J>e  (L 
his)  cros  (T  croLs)  til  (L  to)  his  parting,  Mekeli  (TL  Myldeliche)  as  (L  so)  it 
were  a  beste  (T  best). 

273  T  Ne.  T  seuede  L  sewede  D  folewid,  D  swownid  L  swounede  T  shonede. 
D  many  a,  L  fele  sithe  T  felesye.  274  D  snsteris  T  sostres  L  sostren.  T 
euere  3eden,  D  Jedin  L  Jeoden.  D  aboute  TL  vnder.  275  D  I  callid  T  And 
callede  L  &  enere  I  clepede.  T  on  him  ;  L  om.  to  hem.  L  I  dorste  T  dorste 
y.  T  crye.  276  DTL  "Whan  I  for  pres  myhte  him  ouht  (T  nojt  L  not«)  se 
(L  seo).  277  D  Sone,  I  seyde,  )>ou  hiest  ^e  swithe  TL  A,  sone,  why  hyest  (L 
hyestou)  so  swye  (swithe).  278  DTL  &  berist  (berest)  on  fi  (om.'in  T)  bak 
so  heny  a  tre  (L  treo).  279  DTL  And  leuist  (leuest)  J>i  moder.  T  vnblye. 
280  DT  >an  L  >o.  D  gamyde  T  gamede  L  gamenede.  L  gleo.  281  TL  Grrant 
mercy.  DT  qjfod  B.,  L  he  seide.  T  to  h.  q.  282  DTL  pat  >ou  (om.  in  L)  so 
(TL  >us)  mekil  (L  myche)  hast  me  told.  283  D  Jet  L  Jette  T  Jut.  D  moche 
inst.  of  wel.    DTL  I  wene. 


310    XXXVI,  St.  Bernard's  Lamentation  on  Christ's  Passion. 

St.  Bernard     Jjat  ful  fayn  witen  I  wold  :  284 

IIou  bar  my  lord  liiw,  ladi  schene, 
A-lMong  Jje  lewes  breme  and  bold  1 
His  liarde  peynes  alle  be-dene 
But  Jjou  me  teche,  myn  herte  is  cold.  288 

"  Ladi,  of  pe  and  of  pi  childe 
I  wolde  wite  a  more  strif : 

What  dude  my  lord^  meke  and  mylde      '  a/,  if  my  lord  were 
To  J)e  endyng  of  his  lyf  1  292 

I  haue  sejen  see  and  watres  wylde, 
Stremes  and  wawes  two  and  fyue ; 
Swete  ladi,  fro???  schome  vs  schylde 
And  to  rijte  hauene  Jjou  [do]  vs  ryue  !  296 

"  I  haue  sejen  men  pat  nolde  not^  loute 

wonders  how     Til  fat  pel  J)e  liarde  I-Seje,  '  al.  wolde,  not  om. 

be  so  meek  as  And  sibeu  fop  dredo  of  debes  doute 

to  be&r  all 

this,  Heore  herte  a-rysen  vp  an  hije.  300 

and  that  His    Whon  his  euemys  were  hi??i  a-boute, 

heart  did  not  . 

rise  ill  the       Hou  mijt  he  al  heor  scornyng  dri3e'? 

In  his  face  fei  spitte  and  spoute : 

Whi  wolde  he  suffre  fat  vilenye  ? "  304 

^Hu  heart      /^uro  ladi  seyde  :  «  His  herte  was  stif, 
e^ngh.  \J  And  mekely  suffrede  al  her  fare  ; 


284  D  Of  >ingis  >at  I  witen  wold.  TL  pat  y  ful  fayn  L  wite  w.  T  Jut  here  w. 

285  T  leuedy  chene.  286  D  lewis  TL  gewes.  T  brym  D  stout  287  D  Ladi 
>i  tellingis  TL  And  >yne  (L  Joure)  sorwes.  T  al.  288  DTL  But  I  hem  wite 
my  care.  289  DTL  Of  >e  ladi  (T  lefdy).  T  >e.  DT  child.  290  D  wold.  L 
witen.  D  an  ende  of  TL  ano>c7.  291  DTL  If  my  lord  were  (L  was).  T 
myld.  292  D  Vnto.  D  ende  TL  laste  ende.  D  of  al  his.  293  L  ffor  TL  I 
am  T  in  se  in  L  sete  in,  D  I  haue  seen  manye  in  D  wateris  TL  wateres. 
T  wyld.  294  D  In  stremys  &  wawis  T  In  synne  of  wawes  L  In  wawes  of 
sinnes.  D  stoute  &  blyf  L  foure  or  fyf.  295  D  But  atte  laste  ^ei  wold  hem 
schilde.  TL  om.  Swete  ;  T  Lefdy  L  Lauedy,  TL  fro  shame  ]>ou  me  shild(e). 
296  D  &  wi>  al  hire  myht  sauen  hire  lyf.  T  om.  And.  L  &  in  ryghtful.  T  }>ou 
me  drj^f  L  do  me  ryue.  297  D  seen  TL  seye.  T  om.  men  ;  D  fele.  L  om. 
>at.  DT  wolde  L  wolden,  not  om.  L  aloute.  298  D  Riht  vnto  >e  erthe  >at 
]>ei  sye.  TL  seye  (I-  om.).  299  D  ffor  drede  to  deye  >an  had  ]>ei  doute.  L 
sithe.  T  for  >e  dethes  d.  300  L  Heuen  here  hertes  al  on  h.  D  Hire  T  here. 
D  hertis.  D  resin  T  risen  ;  vp  om.  D  >an  on  T  al  ouc?-.  TL  heye  D  hye. 
Before  301-2  TL  have  the  following  2  vv. :  And  woxen  (L  weren)  alle  (L  bo>e) 
Sterne  &  stoute,  ffor  >e  (L  here)  de>  was  hem  so  neye.  301  T  godis  enemyes 
D  ]>e  lewis.  L  weren  D  com.  L  about.  302  TL  om.  al ;  D  alle.  TL  here 
D  hire.  T  skomes  D  wordis.  T  dreye.  303-4  om.  in  TL.  303  D  to  spitte 
and  to.  304  D  How  myhte  .  sufferc  .  vilanye.  305  D  Bernard  hropir  TL  A 
broker  Bernard.  T  he  inst.  of  his  herte.  T  stef.  306  D  om.  And  ;  Mekeli 
he.    TL  myldely.    D  sulTerid  T  folede.    D  hire  TL  here. 
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Mojinws  soule  hi»^  was  ful  lef, 
AVt)j  his  blod  he  boujte  hem  Jjare. 
He  seij  me  stonde  in  serwe  &  gret',^ 
■WzJ)  wepyng  and  wi))  muche  care- : 
Mi  serwe  dude  him  more  gref 
]3en  alle  jje  pej'^nes  he  sufErede  fare. 

"And  Jiat  was  ful  wel  I-sene, 
Whon  he  tok  me  to  seynt  Ion ; 
Meke  he  was,  wj'Jxtuten  wene, 
)?at  tyme  he  loked  me  vppon. 
J3en  wox  my  serwe  couj)  and  grene, 
Of  anguissche  I  mai  make  my  mon. 
I  wol  fe  telle  al  be-deene 
His  harde  peynes  euerichon. 
"T"   usten  to  me,  my  BroJ>er  Bernard, 
JLi  I  wol  ))e  telle  of  peynes  more — 
J3yn  herte  schal  ben  ful  hard. 
But  hit  greue  J)e  ful  sore ; 
)3auh  I  haue  a  parti  spard 
Of  his  peynes  herbifore, 
I  wol  J)e  telle  her-afturward 
His  harm  an  hundred  si))e  sore. 

"  Be7-nard,  I  sai3  my  sone  honge 
As  ))au3  he  were  a  ;Mayster-J>ef , 
His  Bak  and  syden  sore  I-swonge 


308    fori 


312 


316 


320 


324 


328 


My  soiTnw 
^ieve>I  Hiin 
more  than 
Hill  own 
pain." 


Mar}-  Oien 

tellH  St. 
Bernard 


how  her  Son 
was  hangeil 
like  a  tliief. 


307  DT  ffor  L  And.  TL  mannes  D  manye.  D  sonlis  L  soules.  DTL  was 
liim.  D  om,  ful ;  TL  so.  L  leof.  308  D  He  wolde  his  blod  bouhte.  T  pat 
wi>.  D  hem  alle  TL  it.  309  DTL  X  saw  (L  seye)  him  haiigin  (T  hangen  L 
honge)  as  a  thef  (L  theof).  310  DTL  He  (L  &  he)  saw  (om.  in  L)  I  stod 
(TL  me  stonde)  in  mekil  (TL  in  sorwe  &)  kare.  311  DL  3et  T  )»at  D  dide  my 
weping  TL  my  wepyngc  (weopingc)  dude  (dide).  D  mor.  312  DTL  >an.  T 
al.  D  >at  he  bare.  313  L  om.  And.  D  Jvrt  ])ing.  D  om.  f;il :  L  wonder  wel 
T  wonderly  wel.  D  sene.  314  DTL  delj-uerid.  316  D  lokid  TL  lokede. 
T  oppon.  317  DL  ^an  T  >a;ine.  D  wex  T  wax  L  was.  D  he  boJ)e  Jelow  & 
gi-ene  TL  my  sorwe  uywe  (L  newe)  &  grene.  318  D  anguys  T  angwisch  L 
anguisshe.  DL  now  1  make  T  now  make  y.  DL  mone.  319  T  Lest  &  v  L 
Lithe  L  DL  wile  T  wille.  T  om.  Je.  TL  om.  al.  320  T  M^Tie  L  Mvn.  DT 
euerilkone.  321  D  Herkin  T  Herkne  L  Herkene.  DT  om".  my.  D  bro]>ir. 
322  TL  Whyl  y  speke  of  his.  D  I  wile  the  tellin  of  pejTie  Jet  mor.  323  T  It 
shel  be  wel  wonder  h.  L  beo.  D  swi>e.  324  D  But  if.  T  it  wile  TL  rewe.  325 
D  ))ouh  T  }>o?.  D  I  a  parti  haue  it.  D  sparid  TL  spared.  326  DT  my.  327 
DL  schal  T  shel.  D  tellin.  T  om.  her.  328  D  A  )>oiisand  part  )>rtt"lianler«! 
wore  TL  pat  ere  (am?)  a  J>ousaud  si>es  (L  sithe)  more.  329  D  saw  T  si-j  L 
say.  D  ]>er  hong  t  hange.  330  D  As  T  Als  L  Also,  >au3  om.  DL  it  D  had 
ben.  L  theof.  331 -2  &  33-3-4  transp.  in  L.  331  DT  AVi]>  sidis  (sides)  bio  (T 
bleike)  &  sore,  L  His  white  sydes  sore  D  beswong  T  bcswouge  L  beswongeu. 
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)>at  white  were  and  me  ful  lef.  332 

iiow  He  wa«     He  WES  Ciouned  w^b  bornes  stronsre, 

crowiul  with  ■"    '  o    ' 

thorns.  In  eueri  syde  fei  duden  him  gref, 

And  drowen  him  on  ])e  cros  a-longe, 

His  senewes  to-bursten  &  to-dref.  336 

"  )5e  blod  rou  doun  bi  Bodi  and  heued — 

)5at  lykede  J)e  corsede  lewes  wel ! 

Wi])  spotel  &  blod  he  was  be-weued, 

|jat  he  was  lyk  a  foul  Mesel.  340 

He  was  to-drawen  and  to-dreued 
iiaiiij  with      jVnd  ^Nayled  wijj  Jjre  i^ayles  of  stel. 

Jjen  was  my  strengfe  me  be-reued, 

And  al-most  a-doun  I  fel.  344 

and  how  4  "  I  seij  where  foure  welles  were 

Rtreiuns  of  »  i  .     , 

blood  ran        Out  of  his  lymes  ron  o-blode. 

tVom  Him. 

Bernard  frend,  my  sone  dere 

j?us  him  semede  fe  lewes  wode  !  348 

Ich  hedde  gret  blisse  whon  I  h.\m  here, 

And  of  his  )>ew€s  monye  and  gode  : 

332  L  "White  >ei  w.  L  leof.  333  TL  Crouned  he  was  D  pei  crownid  him. 
D  thornis  strong.  334  DTL  On,  T  ilke  a.  T  me.  D  dide  T  dude,  L  sore 
>ei  him  greof.  335  DL  >ei  inst.  of  And.  U  drow.  T  crois.  L  o-longc  D  al 
along.  336  D  senewis  T  synes.  D  fei  borstiu  TL  borsten  (to  om. ).  D  so  ]>ei 
dref  TL  ))ou  maj-  (myhtc)  me  lef  (leoue).  337  DTL  ran.  TL  of  D  fro.  D  his 
heuid  (bodi  and  om. ).  338  L  >e.  D  likid.  TL  cursede  D  cursid.  D  lewis 
TL  gewes.  D  ful  wel.  339  L  In.  D  spotil  T  spatel.  D  al  beweuid.  340  L 
ney  lyke.  341  D  so  drawin  T  to-drawe.  D  to-dreuid.  342  D  om.  And.  D 
Naylid  T  nailled.  L  threo.  D  naylis  T  nailles.  343  DTL  ]jan.  D  ioye  T 
power  L  poer.  D  bereuid.  344  D  fat  sihte  grovid  my  fol  euel  (gr.  &c.  by 
another  hand)  TL  ffor  sorwe  as  (L  al)  ded  adoun  (L  doun)  I  fel. 

After  344  TL  have  the  following  stanza :  pe  tweye  (L  }>e  two  nayles)  were 
dryue(n)  ))orgh  (>oruh)  his  houde  (hondes),  &  >e  >ridde  >orgh  (bo>e  L)  his 
fet.  Me  was  so  wo  y  myjte  nojt  stonde,  Of  (wepingc  L)  blod  my  hondes  (L 
leres)  woxen  (L  were)  wet  (weete).  ffor  al  his  sorwe  (L  peyne)  wolde  he  (L  he 
nolde)  nojt  wonde,  pat  he  was  (L  nas)  euere  meke  (L  mylde)  &  swet ;  Was 
>cr  no  reste  for  to  fonde,  ■Wha7me  >at  he  (om.  in  L)  his  lyf  for-let. 

Then  follows  in  TLD :  Alias  >e  (L  )>at)  swete  heued  (L  hed)  alias  (D  Alias 
fin  heuid  j^ei  al  to-race),  pat  (om.  in  T)  was  wonid  (T  wont,  L  woned  was)  lye 
(T  to  lye)  to  my  brest,  I  saw  (L  seye  ))at)  it  honge  (T  hange,  L  om.  it  honge), 
it  (D  &)  had  (TL  hadde)  no  plas  (L  place  D  space)  Wher-on  (L  -onne)  it 
myhte  ouht  (om.  in  TL)  han  (TL  take)  rest  (D  reste).  To  come  to  (T  til) 
him  (L  him  to)  had  (TL  hadde)  I  no  grace  (T  gras  L  space),  pat  was  wonid 
ben  to  him  al>cr-neste  (TL  pat  y  was  wont  (L  woned)  to  nyje  (L  neighe)  nest 
fL  nexte)).  pei  heng  (L  henge  T  hangede)  him  by  J>e  (D  on  an)  hey  (om.  in 
T)  pas  (L  pace  D  space),  There  as  Jede  (TL  ><ir  al  folk  3ede  (L  Jeodej)  bo))e 
(om.  in  L)  man  (T  mest)  &  beste  (T  leste). 

Then  in  TL  follows  Vern.  345—352,  which  stanza  is  om.  in  D.  345  T  saw 
L  sauh  TL  fat.  L  >ere  were.  346  L  On  his.  TL  body.  T  ronne  L  rennyngc. 
TL  on.  347  TL  Lo  Bernard  my  s.  L  deore.  348  L  So  scrueden  liim.  TL 
gewes.     349  TL  I  hadde  blisse  whan.     350  L  hise,  om.  iu  T.    TL  many. 


XXXVI.  St.  BeimariVs  Lamcntatim  on  Christ's  Passi&ii.    313 


356 


1  D  )>an  had 
»  D  wantid 
1  al.  ne  wiste,  nyste 


3G0 


[)5en]i  al  wox  won  Bodi  and  leore,   » MS.flfor  T>ai.ne  lJk> 
])at  feirest  was  of  alle  fode.  352 

"  So  feir  3!!  was  neuer  noraon, 
As  berejj  witnesse  holy  writ : 
J3e/me  was  his  beute  al  a-gon, 
As  fe  gospel  telle])  hit. 
I  hedde  a  sone,  nou  haue^  I  non 
Me  wontej)^  bofe  weole  and  wit ;      > 
I  not^  in  world  whoder  to  gon  » 

ffor  serwe  fat  in  myn  herte  sit 

"  Bernard,  hedde  I  honged  him  bi, 
Sii7n-tyme  my  serwe  hedde  be  pas. 
I  stod  and  loked  vppon  hi^, 
"Wher  heng  my  ioye  and  my  solas. 
J5e  lewes  seij  me  ful  sori, 
jjer  as  I  stod  in  fe  plas : 
ffor  J)at  I  made  sereweful  cri, 
J3ei  beede  me  schome  and  harde  gras. 

"  ffaste  I  crijede  in  my  manere, 
3ut  ne  was  I  not  I-herd ; 

j)o  I  crijede,  he  mihte  me^  here,  >  at.  not 

Witnesse  bofe  of  lewed  and  lered^ ;       y,-'  w^;  ^e^fjin 
« Merci ! '  I  cn^ede  to  my  sone  dere,      S'  "^  ^'^  ^'^"y" 


Mary  also 

telUSU 

Bernard 


how  »he  loi>kt 
at  Christ  on 
364    the  Cross, 


368    li"w  the  Jews 
abused  her. 


351  T  panne  wax  wan  boJ)e  hyde  k  lere    L  po  wex  he  al  wan  liche  &  lere. 

352  TL  fairest.  353  L  flor  so.  D  fayr  a  man.  DL  om.  jit.  T  was  Jut.  T 
noman  D  non  L  man.  354  D  beri)»  T  berijt.  DL  witnes.  T  in  holy.  D 
writte.  355  D  per  TL  pus.  T  bewte  L  beaute  D  favrhed.  D  ))an  al  gon.  T 
agan.  356  T  Al-so.  D  pe  apostelis  tellin  itte.  357  D  had  TL  hadde.  D  >an 
had.  358  D  wantid  T  wante]>  L  wajites.  DTL  wele.  D  witte.  359  DTL 
Bernard  (L  And)  I  ne  wiste  (T  y  nyste)  whedir  (TL  whyder).  360  D  Sorwe 
was  in  mvn  herte  so  knytte  TL  pe  sorwe  jut  (L  Jette)  at  m.  h.  sit.  361  DT 
But  (T  ffor)  had  Jjei  (om.  in  D)  hongid  (T  hanged)  me  (T  my  sone)  him  (T  me) 
bi  L  Bot  euery  (!)  I  was  him  faste  by.  362  D  Mi  sorwe  had  ben  in  schortere 
spas  L  ffor  any  })at  euere  "per  was  T  S.  my  sorwe  myjte  pas.  363  L  stoed. 
D  lokid  TL  lokede.  T  op  an.  L  hey.  364  TL  Where  >at  hengfi  al  my  solas. 
365  D  saw  L  seyen  T  made.  TL  om.  ful ;  D  }>an.  366  D  Jjei  bad  me  leue  wit) 
sori  gra-s  TL  k  skomede(n)  me  bo>e  (om.  in  L)  more  k  las.  367  D  But  euerc 
I  was  him  ful  ny.  T  And  for.  TL  om.  l)at.  TL  so  reufuL  368  D  ffor  al  my 
care  1  folewid  his  tras.  T  beden  L  bede.  TL  shame.  L  grace.  369  T  Mekel 
L  Often  D  And  often.  DT  cride  L  criede.  DTL  on.  370  DT  But  }>er  L  Bot 
fer.  DL  om.  ne  ;  T  no.  LI  was  k.  T  nojt  L  nought  D  noting.  DT  herd. 
371-6  D  k  whan  I  cride  >ei  (r.  he)  wold  not  here,  My  pyne  witness!})  lewid 
&  lend.  I  seyde  'ilerci,  my  sone  so  dere.  Alone  ])0\i  leuist  me  in  deserd.' 
Wol  febil  I  was  weping  in  fere,  And  of  hire  vilenye  aferd.  T  ffeble  y  was 
&  wep  in  fere,  k  of  here  relenye  aferd.  pat  y  cride  ))ej  (r.  he)  myjte  nojt 
here,  My  pyne  witnessej?  bof^e  lewed  &  lerd.  'Mercy,  my  sone,  my  fader 
dere,  Alone  Jwu  leuest  me  in  >is  desert. '     L  '  Mercy,  sone,  my  fader  dcore. 


314    XXXVI,  St.  Bernao'd's  Lamentation  on  Christ's  Passion,. 

'  Al-one  Jioii  leue[st]  me  in  desert ! ' 

)5e?me  he  bi-tok  nie  til  a  fere 

And  bad,  I  scholde  not  ben  a-ferd.^    '  w.  375-c  ai.  om.    376 

"    A    lias,  Bernard,  fat  I  scholde  se 
f\    Mi  sone  hongen  bifore  niy^  feete ! 
how  she         I  seide  :  *  Sone,  let  me  dye  wijj  fe,      1  a/.  nayiicH>orw  hand  & 
toiet  i.er  die    Er  ten  bou  bi  lyf  for-lete  !  380 

wilhHira;         ,,/  '^  '^1        ,  ,      ,  1 

Ml  sone,  my  lord  and  al  my  gle, 

J30U  hast  enere  be  Milde  and  swete : 

But  fou  haue  pite  now  of  me, 

)5e?'  may  no  mon  my  Bale  bete.'  384 

and  tried  to  "^Icriede:  '  Maudeleyn,  lielp  now — 

d»-  Misonehaflouedfulwelfe:  '  ^^^^^f^^^^tT^r 
pray.  Preie  him  fat  I  dye  mow,2  '^SitVi^Jicx^i. 

J3at  I  nout  for-^eten  be !  '  *''*•  ""^ 

Seost  J?ow,  Maudeleyn,  now,  389 

Mi  sone  is  honged  on  a  tre, 

3it  alyue  am  I  and  fow, 

And  J)ou  ne  prey  est  not  for  me  ! '  392 

"  Maudeleyn  seide  :  '  I  con  no  red, 

Care  liaf  smiten  myn  lierte  sore ; 

Alone  ])ou  leueste  me  in  deserte,  Contforteles  &  of  feble  chere  Audc  of 
|)e  gewes  vilanye  aferdc'  Bot  f^at  I  criede  men  myghtc  not  here,  perof 
bere  witnes  lewed  &  leredc.  377  TL  om.  ])at.  D  schuld.  378  DTL  naylid 
}3orw  (T  ))orgh  L  >oruh)  liand  (TL  honde)  &  fete  (T  fet).  379  DIT  cride  L 
Leoue.  T  lat.  D  deyen  T  deye.  380  L  Er  fat  DT  Longe  or  (T  er).  D  he 
his  lyf.  T  forlet.  381  L  om.  sone.  TD  om.  and,  T  in  alle  gle  D  myn  herte 
gle.  L  gleo.  382  T  pat  were  enere  meke.  D  hast  ben  bo]>e,  euere  om.  L 
om.  be.  383  DT  mercy.  TL  om.  now.  DTL  on.  384  D  Who  myht  ellia 
my  b.  b.    L  om.  ]>cr  ;  TL  noman.    T  bot. 

After  384  DTL  have  the  following  stanza  :  Sone  (L  A,  sone)  ]>o\\  hast  ben 
fayr  &  hende  (T  hast  euere  Jut  ben  ]i.,  L  hast  beon  euere  h.),  &  bletheli  (L 
gladliche)  don  al  (om.  in  TL)  >at  I  {]>e  TL)  bad  ;  If  (T  And  Jif)  })ou  leue 
(L  leuest  T  loue)  me  at  (L  atte)  swich  an  (TL  om.  sw.  an)  ende,  Of  sorwe 
schal  I  neuere  ben  (TL  ne  (om.  in  L)  wor>  y  neuere)  sad.  fful  (om.  in  TL) 
loth  is  deth  J'er  he  wile  (L  wole  T  wolde)  lende  (T  sende),  But  (om.  in  L,  T 
And)  now  wold  I  (L  I  wolde)  of  him  (T  of  him  y  wolde)  ben  (T  be  L  beo) 
glad,  He  re  may  so  sone  his  (TL  a)  s{)ere  sende  (L  me  s. ),  pat  (om.  in  L) 
soner  (TL  raj)er)  I  wolde  ]>ero{  ben  stad  (TL  >at  y  it  had). 

385  DT  cride.  DTL  Magdaleyn.  DL  helpe  T  help  me.  T  nowe.  386 
DTL  ha>  euere  Jet  (L  om.  Jet  T  Jut  euere  ha)>)  louid  the.  387  T  And 
praye  D  And  bidde.  L  to  him.  DT  deye.  D  mow  TL  mowe.  388  TL  y 
forjeten  (L  forjete)  here  nojt  (L  ne).  D  forjetin.  L  beo.  389  DTL  Magda- 
leyn (L  Magdelyn)  mylde  (om.  in  TL)  ne  (om.  in  T)  seest  fou  (T  sestow  L 
seostou)  how.  390  T  My  lord.  D  hangi>  T  deye>  L  (lie>.  DL  vpon.  TL  ye 
D  Jone.  L  treo.  391  DT  And  Jet  (T  Jut).  D  on  lyue  L  oliue  T  on  kneo.  T 
er  y  D  I  am.  392  D  ]>at  I  myht  deye  pon  preye  for  me.  TL  om.  ne.  T  nojt 
L  notliinge.  393  T  po  magdaleyne  L  >e  Magdeleyn.  DTL  can.  394  DTL 
Sorwe.    D  smetin.    T  my. 


XXXVI.  <S^.  Bernard! s  Lamentation  on  Christ's  Passion.    315 


396 


400 


404 


Magdalene 
wants  to  lake 
her  away  to  a 
quiet  place ; 


doubts  that 
she  can  tind 
rent  away 
from  lier  Son. 


408 


412 


I  stonde,  I  seo  my  lord  neih  ded, 

And  )?i  wepyng  greue)?  me  more.^  ^  ms.  sore 

Cum  w/])  me  !  I  wol  pe  lede 

In  to  pe  temple  her  be-foi-e. 

Mi^  Mournynge  is  bo))e  feble  &  fede,  >  ai.  »>y 

ffor  J)ou  hast  now  I-wept  ful  jore.' 

"  Ich  askede  pe  ^Magdaleyn  :  '  wber  is  fat  place, 
In  pleyn,  in  valeye  or  in  liille, 
[]3er]  I  mai  me  huyde  for  eny  cas, 
)3at  no  serwe  come  me  tille  ? 
He  pat  al  my  loye  was, 
iS^ow  dej)  of  hym  wol  don  his  wille ; 
Con  I  me  no  beter  solas 
\)en  for  to  wepe  al  my  fille.' 

"  J3e  Maudeleyn  cuwfortede  me  fo, 

To  lede  me  fenne,  heo  seide,  was  best. 

Care  hedde  smiten  myn  herte  so 

pit  I  mijte  neuere  haue  no  rest. 

'  Soster,  whoderward  pat  I  go, 

395  D  Her  I  stonde  T  ^is  stand.  DTL  &  se  (L  seo).  D  him.  DT  ner.  396 
L  om.  And  ;  D  But  T  &  Jut.  D  greui>.  DTL  more.  397  DL  Come  T  Kom. 
TL  wi))  me  lady  (T  lefdy).  D  &  I  schaL  T  wil  L  wile.  T  led.  398  D  Vnto 
a  stede  ))ou  saw  not  ore.  T  IntiL  TL  a.  399 — 400  D  per  may  we  monie  wi>- 
oute  drede  Stille  oure  loue  as  nouhte  ne  wore.  399  TD  py.  L  om.  bo))e.  TL 
faynt  (feyntc)  &  L  fade  T  sed.  400  TL  weped  (L  wepen)  now.  401  DTL  1. 
D  askid.  L  om.  >e  Magdalevn  ;  DT  hire.  DTL  was.  DTL  plas.  402  TL 
plavn.  T  om.  in  D  valey  L  vale.  L  o>cr.  T  on.  D  hil.  403  DTL  per 
(TL  >at)  I  myhte  beu  (T"by  L  beo).  T  fore.  L  any.  404  T  pat  me  ne  come 
no  sorwe.  DL  sonve.  D  ne  come.  405  D  Of  him  TL  In  him.  406  TL  om. 
Now.  DTL  wi>.  T  shel  L  shal  D  ha>.  407  D  In  no  stede  is  my  s.  TL  Wot 
y  now  (om.  in  L)  no  b.  s.     408  D  But.    T  wepyn  L  weopen.    D  euere  al. 

After  408  TL  have  the  foU.  stanza :  I  cride  (L  criede)  to  >e  gcwes  ilkon 
(L  echone) :  '  Why  lat  (L  lete)  Je  me  >tis  longe  chyde  ?  My  voys  (noyse) 
je  niyjte  a-bate  anon  Longe  er  it  were  pas(s)ed  tyde.  I  am  a  mayden  (mayde), 
he  is  (&  he)  a  man  (mon) :  Why  ne  •R-ille  (L  nile)  Je  hange  (honge)  me  be  his 
syde  (him  besyde.  In  L  v.  3-4  &  5-6  are  ti-ansp.).  parene  }e  myjte  (L 
myghte  Je)  be  (beo)  awreke  anon  ;  Wherto  wille  (wole)  Je  lenger  abyde  ? ' 

Then  DTL  the  foil,  stanza  :  I  cride  (on  him  D)  '  Ihesu,  sone  (T  sons 
ihc«u)  hende,  Swete  fader,  me  is  wo  (D  what  schal  I  do  ?),  I  may  not  bryng 
(TL  bWnge)  the  out  of  bende,  Ne  ]>ou  (L  Ion)  ne  (om.  in  D)  may  (T  m^t)  not 
(cm.  in  T)  come  me  (L  l>e)  to,  Ne  >ou  wilt  (L  nilt)  me  no  solas  (T  no  solas 
wilt  me)  sende,  Ne  (TL  pe)  Magdaleyn  ne  othere  mo.  Best  (D  And  best) 
me  were  hom  (L  oute)  to  wende,  But  (T  And)  for  soi-we  I  may  not  (TL  y  ne 
may  ( L  I  may  not«  i  for  sorwe)  go.     In  D  v.  5-6  &  7-8  are  transp. 

409  D  om.  )>e-  DTL  Magdaleyn(e).  D  comfortid  T  confortide  L  confortedc. 
410  D  &  seyde  Go  hom,  >at  were  )>e  beste.  TL  hom  inst.  of  {jenne.  TL  she. 
T  is.  411-2  TL  Bote  (om.  in  L)  wepynge  dede  (dide)  me  (MS.  ne)  wexe  (L 
my  body)  wo,  ffor  sorwe  ful  nej  my  lyf  was  (L  my  lyf  was  ney)  lest.  411  D 
ha)'  smetin.  412  D  At  hom  schuld  I  fynde  no  r.  413  DTL  I  seyde  to  hir 
(T  soster  L  sostren)  whedir-so  (T  whider  L  whare)  I  go. 


316    XXXVI.  Si.  Bernard's  Lamentation  on  Christ's  Passion. 

Miiry  says       j)e  WO  of  hym  is  in  my  Brest ; 

"While  my  sons  honge|)  so, 

His  peyne  is  in  myn  herte  fest.  416 

"  '  I  seili^  my  sone,  [my]  fFader  dere  i  r.  se 

Hei^e  hongen  vp-on  a  tre ; 

I  hedde  blisse  whon  I  him  here, 

And  now  de))  iov-dop  my  gle  :  420 

would  not       Scholde  I  leten  him  hongen  here 

leave  her  i      ■,  t    ,  ,  ■,      „ 

Son,  And  lete  my  sone  al-one  be  1 

Maudeleyn,  J7e?me  vnkynde  I  were, 

5if  he  schulde  honge  &  I  schulde  He  !  424 

hut  would  " '  Vnder  be  Cros  lenen  I-scliille^  1 1.  ciiiUe 

stay  and 

And  seo  my  sone  hongen  jjer-on  ; 
sazeontiie      Of  si3t  I  nedde  neuere  my  fille,  427 

^Whon  I  loke[d]  hym  Vppon.'    i  al.  Wlian  I  him  saw  on  crthe  gon 

I  had  hem  gon  wher  was  heore  wille, 

jpe  Maudeleyn  and  euerichon  : 

*  And  my-seluen  be-Ieuen  I  wole.i      i  r,  woid  leuen  stnie 

ffor  I  nil  fle  for  no  mon.'"  ^   ^  al.l  wold  not  fle  for  lewU  non.  432 

iT^Ernard  [seide]^  :  "  wordos  swete       ^  'TnMlffoet'"^'^'^ 
XJ    j)e  Maudeleyn  also  gon  say ;  '  ^^-  '">' """« 

Ladi,  [heo  seij]  ^  J>i  serwe  vn-meete       '  ms.  we  sen 
And  fayn  [heo]  wolde^  han  it  a-way    «  ms.  we  woiden  436 


414  D  Al  my  iove  now  haue  I  leste  TL  Ne  (om.  in  L)  shel  (Shal)  I  neuerc 
take  rest.  415  1)  Whil  \>at  TL  flfor.  T  >at  h.  D  hongi]>  T  hange>  L  henge}). 
416  D  Care  comi])  neuere  out  of  my  brest  TL  Sorwe  (T  ]>e  s.)  is  smyten  ])orgh« 
Ooruhe)  my  brest.  417  D  se  L  seo  T  saw.  DTL  my  fader.  418  D  Hie.  T 
honge,  D  hange  here.  T  oppon.  D  J'is.  L  treo.  419  D  Wijj-oute  peyne  I 
dide  him  ber*?.  TL  hadde.  T  wha?me  L  ]>o.  420  L  om.  And.  DTL  wile  (T 
wil)  deth  fordon  (TL  fordo).  L  gleo.  421  DT  How  schuhl  (T  myjte).  DL 
lete  him  T  him  lete.  D  hangen  L  honge.  422  DT  &  sufTerc  (T  sotfren)  him 
alone  to  be.  L  my  child,  beo.  423  D  Ow  Magdaleyn.  DTL  om.  fenne.  424 
D  schiild  TL  sholde.  DT  hange  L  hongen.  L  om.  schulde.  425  T  cms. 
D  beleuen  T  byleue.  DTL  I  wille.  426  DTL  I  inst.  of  And.  DT  se.  DTL 
ray  flesch.  D  hongin  T  honge  L  honge>.  427  D  Of  feet  sihte.  T  sich.  T  v 
hadde  DL  had(de)  L  428  D  Whil.  DTL  I  saw  him  (TL  him  saw  (L  seyei) 
on  erthc  gon.  429  L  go.  T  whyder  J^eJ  wille.  D  fcr  w.  430  DT  Magda- 
leyn (e)  L  Magdeleyne.  T  euerilkon  L  hem  ilkon.  431  TL  And  y  my-self 
wil  loue(n)  stille  D  ffor  I  wold  there  beleue  stille.  432  DTL  ffor  om. ;  J  wold 
(L  nile)  not  (om.  in  TL)  fie  for  lewis  (gewes)  non.  433-4  TL  Bernard  seide 
j>e  wordis  (wordes)  were  swete,  pat  ]>e  magdaleyne  "per  (om.  in  L)  gan  (can) 
seye  (say).  D  Tlian  spak  Bernard  wordis  swete,  ffor  Magdaleyn  gan  he  say. 
435  DTL  om.  Ladi ;  Sche  (L  Heo)  saw  (L  sey)  >i  sorwe  (L  dedes  weren)  so 
(om.  in  L)  vnmete.  436  L  om.  And  ;  D  fful  fayn  T  Jwt  fayn.  L  heo  wolde 
}>i  sorwe  delay  T  sche  was  ]>e  so>e  to  seye  D  schuld  haue  mad  >e  lay  (crossed 
out ;  by  a  younger  hand  :  wold  sche  an  (?)  had  a  way). 
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And,  deore  ladi,  Jji  bale  to^  beten  ;  >  om.  to 

But  in  ri3t  resun  -was  Ms^  way,  ^  T.)>i? 

Ladi,  3if  I  dorste  fe  be-sechen, 
To  aske  fe  more  I  -wolde  )je  pray.  440 

"  Of  angusscbe  fou  hast  told  me  strong ;  ^  st.  Bernard 

Myn  herte  is  not  as  Ich  wolde,         1 1  v.  om.,  of.  notes.  Christ  paid 

T  1  .,        ..  i.  1  on  the  cross. 

1  ne  may  nit  vfip  serwe  longe,^  i  r.  fonde 

And 2  what  my  lord  siggen  wolde,  »  ai.  um  444 

To  aske  fe  more  nul  I  not  wonde, 

Whon  J)e  lewes  Breme  and  bolde 

1^'aylede  hi?»  forw  feet  and  honde,  447 

AftMr  bat  Indas  hedde  hym  solde."  i     '  tms  v  issnpenidde.i, 

/  •'to  sapply  V.  om. 

""OEmard,  I  haue  told  my  fou^t :  Mao-  says. 

_I3  Wolt  J)ou  now  jit  aske  me  more  ] 
Be  I  forJje?-e  in  tales  broujt, 
I-wis,  fou  greues  me  ful  sore. 
Ac  for  fou  hast  me  be-soujt, 
Ble))eliche  I  wol  telle  J)e  fore ; 
I  wot,  Jjow  art  in  longyng  broujt, 
To  witen  wat  his  wille^  wore.  » 

"Whon^  my  sone  dej)  scholde  han, 
Delful  wordes  -svijj  him  )jer  were  : 
ffurst  he  seide  :  *be-hold,  wommon  ! ' 

Here  in  D  a  leaf  {f.  26)  is  xcanting,  with  v.  437— .'512. 
437  T  And  fayn  she  wolde  L  &  blethely  lady.  TL  om.  to  ;  hete.  438  L  om. 
But.  L  resoun  T  skele.  T  hadde  hy  L  he  hadde.  T  no  weye  L  no  nay.  439 
T  Leuedy.  L  Jou.  L  beseke  T  grete.  440  TD  To  wyte  more.  T  Jut  wolde 
y.  L  JoiL  T  preye.  441  TL  Of  >jti  angwisch  >ou  hast  me  told,  Leuedy 
(Lauedy),  as  y  may  vnderstonde  (2  -rr.).  442  T  My.  T  y  L  L  T  wold. 
443  TL  om.  ne.  wt>  no  sorwe.  T  fonde  L  wonde.  444  TL  Bote  .  seye.  T 
wold.  445  L  asken.  L  om.  >€  more.  T  om.  more.  T  wil  y  L  I  wolde.  T 
no3t.  446  T  Whawne  L  Whan.  TL  gewes.  T  bold,  447  TL  Dryue(n) 
nailles  ]x)rgh  (>oruh)  his.      448  om. 

After  448  TL  have  the  foil,  stanza :  And  sithen  (sithe)  hangeden  (hon- 
gede)  him  ful  (L  vpon)  heje  (heye),  &  crounede  him  (om.  in  T)  wi>  thomes 
of  tre  (treo).  Marie  (L  Lauedy),  >ou  were  him  ful  neje  (neye),  I  wot  it  may 
non  o>er  be  (beo).  Al  ]>e  sorwe  )>at  >ou  >er  seje  (seye),  Swete  leuedy  (lauedy) 
tel  Jwu  me.  "SVhar?ne  (L  While)  l»y  sone  \o  (T  >e)  peynes  (L  peyne)  dreje  (L 
drye),  What(e)  wordls  (wordes)  seide  he  to  j)e  (L  >eo)  < 

449  T  >e  told  L  tolde  >e.  450  T  What  >>Tige  wiltow  aske  L  Wonder  what 
wiltou  a.  L  om.  me.  451  L  Beo.  L  it  T  \o\x.  T  fer>ere.  L  tale  T  sorwe. 
TL  v-brojt.  452  TL  greuest.  453  TL  Bote  (om.  in  L)  louelv  (Loueliche) 
>ou  bast.  454  &  456  transp.  in  T.  454  L  Ande  fayn  I  wole  J)e "telle  f.  T  To 
wyte  what  his  wordis  wore.  455  T  And  now  art  J)ou.  456  L  wite  .  his 
wordes.  T  &  fayn  y  wille  >e  telle  more.  457  TL  Er  ]>an  (L  >at)  he  deyde 
(dyede)  sone  anon.  458  T  Wei  delful,  L  worde,  ,  TL  om.  ])er.  459  T  flferst 
L  ffirst.    L  womman. 


452    tho' it  grieves 
her. 

she  'U  teU 
him. 

al.  wordes 

456 

*  al. 

Kr}.a 

. 
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M;irv  says 
tliat  Christ 
bade  John 
keep  her. 


as  He  must 
go  to  His 
Father. 


And  si])en  he  seide  :  '  be-hold  ])ou  here^ ! 
And  sij)en  he  seide  to  seynt  Ion  : 
'  Kep  my  moder  leof  and  dere  ! ' 
Me  foujte  myn  herte  al  to-chon 
Such  wordes  of  hym  for  to  here. 

"  Ho  bed  Ion,  as  he  was  hende, 
Kepe  me  and  ben  al  at  my  bone 
Whoderward  I  wolde  hym  sende, 
As  him-self  was  wont  to  done, 
*  Hefen,'  he  seide,  '  I  mot  wende. 
Mi  tyme  neijej)  swife  sone, 
I  may  her  no  lengor  lende, 
I  mot  in  to  my  fader  trone. 

XtJL  In  hard  penauwce  Jjou  miht  hit  se 
[ffor]  al  Monkynde  fat  dede  were 
ffrom  dej)  schal  areysed  be. 
I  seo^  a  schep,  pat  was  me  dere,  i  ai. 

}3at  vfi\  wronge  was  stolen  from  me  : 
I  schal  him  briwge  per  he  Avas  ere, 
And  of  his  praldam  make  him  fre. 

" '  \>Q  schep  be-toknep  al  monkynde. 
Mi  fader  wolde  pat  hit  weore  soujt ; 
Wip-owten  me  may  no  mon  [hit]  fynde, 
fFor  wip  my  blod  hit  mot  be  boujt. 
I  wol  hit  bringe  to  ri^te  mynde, 
To  my  blisse  he^  mot  be  broii^t,  i  r. 

And  pou  [ne]  schalt,  moder,  leue  be-hynde  ; 
Swete  Moder,  ne  wep  pow  noxijt ! 


n7.  On  Ion  J>y  f 
8tonde)>  h. 


460 

lie  J)at 


464 


468 


472 


476 


480 


484 


488 


460  TL  On  Ion  (lohii)  >y  cosyn  (L  sone)  by  pe  (L  \iat  stonde]))  here  (L 
])cre).  461  TL  om.  And,  T  Sethen  L  Si}>e.  462  L  >i.  L  leoue  T  lef.  463 
T  ifor  sorwe  })o3te  myn  herte  >an.  L  }>at  myn  h.  choii  (al  to  om.),  464  T 
Swilk  L  Suche,  TL  om,  for,  465—472  om.  in  T.  465  L  bad  John.  466  L 
Euere-more  beo  at  my  b,  468  woned.  469  He  seide  he  myghte  no  lenger  lende, 
470  His  tyme  neyghed^.  471  And  saide  ])at  he  moste  wcnde,  472  On  heye 
to  his  fader  in  throne.  474  TL  Is  hard  (om.  in  L)  pyned  as  >ou  maist  (L 
myghte)  se  (seo),  475  TL  ffor  al  T  man-kende  L  mankynde.  476  TL  Reysede 
(T  Rysen)  shnlle  (L  sholde)  to  lyue  be  (beo).  477  T  seke  L  seclie.  TL  is. 
478  T  was  wif  wrongs.  TL  fro.  479  T  shel.  L  it ;  it.  480  T  J)raldom.  L  it 
freo.  481  TL  ))at.  TL  om.  al,  L  mankynde  T  mannes  k,  482  TL  wile,  be 
(L  beo),     483  hit  om,    TL  noman.     484  T  om.  fibr,    T  moste,    L  beo. 

In  T  the  rest  of  the  poem  is  wanting  (last  leaves  torn  out). 

485  L  I  shal  it  seche  &  vnbynde.  486  &  into  blisse  it  shal  beo  b,  487 
moder  shalt,  ne  om.     488  Ac  suete  m,  ,  ne  om.  weope. 
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"  '  J3au3  J)OU  seo  me  hongen  heije,  Mary  says 

I  prey  J>e,  Moder,  ne  wep  not  sore ;  her  not  weep, 

Al  ]je  peyne,  fou  seost  me  drye, 

Hit  is  to  saue  mon  ferfore.  492 

Betere  hit  is  fat  on  dye 
)3en  al  Monkynde  euer-more. 
So  longe  schal  I  not  lye 
)5at  I  [ne]  schal  wel  my  def  restore.'  496 

"  )5us  were  his  wordes  loken  in  on 
Jjat  seint  Ion  scholde  me  loke. 
j?au3  he  were  my  kynnes-mon, 
Jjerfore  ich  him  [for]  sone  toke.^  500 

Such  wordes  he  Speke  con  •  I-  ffor  my  sone  I  him  here  toke. 

bat^  al  my  loye  I  ber  for-soke.  ir.  ju?  but  yet  she 

K.  ^  .  ,  lost  all  joy. 

B^j-nard,  fow  most  ])is  wordes  tan 

And  craftliche  -writew  hem  in  boke  !  504 

"  Bernard,  0  J>ing  dude  me  -wo  : 
He  bursted,  my  sone,  &  gon  to  crie.  ciinst 

To  ^luen  him  drmke  fei  ))0U3te  J)o, 

)?e  lewes  ful  of  ff elenye  :  508   the  Jews 

Eysel  and  Galle  )jei  mengeden  also,  vinegar  and 

Wi])  a  sponge  fei  brou^t  hit  an  hije 
And  wij)  a  launce  fei  putte  hi7n  to, 
Jje  lewes  ful  of  Eibaudye.  512 

"  I^  criede  to  hym :  '  ne  drynk  hit  noujt !        '  Ms.^i  Mary  b^rd 

.       T  ,  .,    r,  T,   -r  ■,  Him  not  to 

pe  lewes  on  scorn  hit  [hauej^  I-mad  :        »  Ms.hedae.  drink  it. 

Hit  is  Eysel  and  Galle  I-wrou3t, 

3ii  hit  stynke,  Jjou  mijt  be  sad.'  516 

Loueliche  he  me^  be-sou3t,  i  ms.  he  hedde  me 

J3at  I  scholde  hope  be  bli])e  and  glad  : 

489 — 496  L  reads  instead :  Moder,  alone  shaltou  note  beo,  >auh  >at  I  nouh 
\rende  ^e  fro.  >ou  haste  a  sone  shal  loke  \>e,  lohn,  >:\t  for  me  now  is  ful  wo. 
Loue  him,  moder,  in  charite.  As  f>ei  he  were  >i  sone  also,  And  honztre  him  as 
J»ou  woldeste  me,  &  weren  >ine  children  two.  497  L  weren  .  one.  498  He 
bade  Ion  sholde.  499  kynnesman.  500  ffor  my  sone  I  him  >ere  toke.  501 
pe  wordes  )>at  he  .  gan.  502  >at  om.  >ere.  503  >ese.  504  k  craftily  do 
write  h.  in  a  b.  505  Bot  o  thinge  Jet  dide.  506  I  am  thnrste  my  sone  gan 
crie.  507  jeuen  .  >ei  were  thro.  508  gewes  .  felonye.  509  Ayse'l  mengede 
wi})  galle  also.  510  In  .  spounge  .  broughten  .  hit  om.  on  heye.  511  And 
om.  pitten.  512  DL  I  cride  sone  drinke  it  n.  513  D  lewis  L  gewes.  D  for 
pyne  to  the  it  made.  L  on  sk.  it  haue  made.  514  D  fful  bitter  to  the  thei  it 
w.  L  of  eysel.  516  D  pe  stink  to  felin  L  To  fele  >e  stynche.  D  ben  L  beo. 
517  D  Wol  loueli  >an.  DL  om.  hedde.  L  besoughte.  518  L  And  bad  me 
beo  bl.    D  schuld  stilli  make  me  glad. 


Mary  tells 
liiiw  one 
Thief 
rebuked 
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*  )?orw  J)is  drynke  Adam  [is]  ^  bou^t,  '  ms.  was 

but  He  .li.i.     I  drynke  hit  as  my  fFader  bad.  520 

"  '  Jjerfore  I  preye  fe,  Moder  hende, 

Lef  ]i\  deol,  ne  wep  no  more  ! 

And  I  schal  to  my  ffader  wende 

And  bring  hem  vp  ])at  were  for-lore.  524 

And  after  fe  fen  schal  I  sende  : 

But  I  mot,  Moder,  go  bi-fore. 
He  pnmiist     And  after  schalt  bou  wib  me  lende 

her  hliss  with  ,   •,  t  , 

Hiin.  In  loye  and  basse  for  euer-more.'  528 

"  "KEnne  fe  lewes  ful  of  pride 
J     Two  feues  fei  hynge  my  sono  bi ; 

}3at  on  J?at  hengede  bi  liis  syde 

Cri3ede  to  my  sone  Merci.  532 

Christ,  |5at  o]iur  onswerde  in  fat  tyde  : 

'  He  hongef  herre  fen  fou  or  I 

On  fe  Croys  wif  wouwdes  wyde, 

To  crie  Merci,  fow  dost  foly.'  536 

while  the  "bat  olur  seide  :  '  Mon,  bow  art  wod, 

other  prayd 

«'■»  Jjis  like  Mon^  [is  dampned]  f  orw  false  red,     >  ai.  ihesu 

He  haf  do  nof  ing  bote  gode, 

He  weore  not  worfi  to  be  ded.  540 

Ihesu  as  fou  art  mylde  of  mode, 

519  L  >oru]ic  D  ffor  wij.  D  drink.  D  Adam  is  L  is  Adam.  520  D  J-is 
driuk  is.    L  for. 

After  520  L  has  these  2  stanzas  :  pis  coppe  is  of  my  fader  assente,  I  drinkc 
it,  moder,  be  his  reede  ;  >anhe  it  beo  bitter  &  ful  of  stynche,  I  drinkc  it  for 
Adam-is  deede.  And  sone  after  >is  bitter  drinche  Now  shal  deye  my  manhede, 
pe  thi'idde  day  \vi]j-oute  blenche,  I  shal  arise  fro  pe  deede. — perfore  wite  wel  to 
wisse,  pe  thridde  day  I  shal  arise,  Al  hoi  &  sound  wif-outen  niisse.  As  godc  & 
man  in  alle  wise.  Alle  my  freondes  to  mychel  blisse  pat  haue  y-louedfl  my 
seruise.     perfore,  moder,  take  som  lisse,  pi  weopinge  dof  myn  herte  agrise. 

521  D  prey.  522  L  Leef  D  leue.  D  >i  cri  L  )>is  sorwe.  DL  &  wepe  (weop). 
L  namore.  523  DL  To  my  fader  I  muste  (L  mote)  w.  524  DL  k  bringe  to 
him  J>at.  D  was.  525  L  om.  And  ;  D  And  setthe  for.  L  fe  moder.  DL  om. 
>en.  DL  I  schal.  526  D  om.  But ;  L  Ac.  DL  Moder  I  muste  (L  mote).  D 
gon.  527  D  To  ordeyne  fer  >ou  schalt  1.  L  panne  schaltou.  L  lenden.  528 
D  ffor  ioye  &  bl.  schal  euere  ben  thore.  529  L  pus  D  Bernard.  530  D  ij 
L  tweye.  D  theuys  L  theoues.  L  om.  fei.  D  heng  L  hengen.  DL  him  by. 
531  DL  On  eueri  (L  ei>er)  half  his  swete  (L  my  sone)  side.  532  DL  pat  on 
began  (L  gan)  to  (om.  in  L)  crien  (L  crie  Ihrau)  merci.  533  DL  o>er.  D 
answerid  L  answerede.  534  D  hangi]?  L  hange]'.  DL  heyere.  fan.  535 
D  Vpon.  DL  a  cros.  D  woundis.  536  DL  To  askin  (L  bidden)  him  help. 
D  it  is.  537  L  He  DL  answerid  man.  D  art  J^ou.  L  woede.  538  DL  Ihe.vu 
is  dampnid  wif  fals  r.  539  D  He  dide  neuerc  nouht  but.  D  good  L  goed. 
540  L  were  D  is.  D  ben  L  beo.  541  D  To  Ihesu  he  seyde  wi>  mylde  mod. 
L  Ilic,9u  J>at  arte  .  moede. 
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"Whon  J)ou  comest  to  pi  godhed, 
)3orw  ve/-tu  of  pyn  holy  blode 
j)e  rijte  wey  jiat  fou  me  lede ! ' 

"  Mi  sone  seide  :  *  Mon,  fou  art  wys, 
ffor  J)in  askyng  Blessed  Jjou  be  ! 
Jjo-fore  I  grau/?te  ))e  pa/-adys, 
Jjis  day  ))ou  schalt  my  loye  i-se.' 
I  stod  and  lokede  in  heore  Vys, 
j5o  pei  hongede^  vppon  pe  tre  : 
)jat  o  J>ef  wente  to  heuene-blis, 
J3at  oJ)er  gon  to  belle  fle. 

"  )3is  was,  Bernard,  my  grete  solas, 
)3at  0  fef  so  sone  heuene  won ; 
)3e«ne  wuste  I^  wel  in  heore  cas, 
Mi  sone  was  studefast^  God  and  ^Mon 
And  [as]  I  my-self  stod  in  J)e  plas, 
Mi  sone  ful  loude  crie  he  con  : 
*  Heloy,  heloy,'  his  cri3ing  was, 
'  Lama3abatani,'  after  |)on." 

)3is  is  now,  tis  36  mo  we  [se],^ 
On  Englisch  to  vnderstonde  bi : 
"  '  ffader,'  he  seide,  '  In  Trinite, 
"Whi  foi-sakest  ])on  my  Merci  ] 
Hider  I  com  forw  red  of  \>e, 
To  Jje  I  take  my  soiUe  an  hi3. 
■\ViJ)  wrong  I  dye  vppon  fe  ti-e, 
To  fulfille  J)e  propheci.' "^  'a 


al.  How  )>ei  deyde 


MS.  t>ei 
r.  so)>fast 


544 


548 


552 


556 


560 


564 


568 


to  lead  liiin 
aright. 


Christ,  sJiid 
Mary,  pri»- 
inist this  thief 
Paradise; 


"  Father,  wliy 
dost  Tliou 
forsake 
Me :-  " 
"  Father,  to 
Thee  I  t-om- 
niend  My 
soul." 


542  DL  wlian.  D  coniist  L  arte  comen.  L  into.  543  D  ffor.  D  blod  L 
bloede.  544  D  To  ]>i  re^ne  >e  wey  me  lede.  545  D  >an  seyde  his  avys.  L  man. 
546  D  ffor  >i  troufe  wel  schal  >ou  be.  L  beo.  547  L  ffor->i.  548  D  To-day. 
L  ioy.  D  se  L  seo.  549  D  lokid  on  hem  iwis.  L  hem  in  ]>e  vys.  550  DL 
How  }>ei  deyde  (dieden).  D  on.  L  treo.  551  D  one  soule  ;  L  on,  J)ef  om. 
L  to  paradis.  552  D  p«t  ojier  thef  to  helle  gan.  L  gan.  L  fleo.  553  DL 
Bernard  >is  was  to  me  gret  (Lag.)  s.  554  L  pe  theof  (]>at  om.)  D  How 
sone  Je  thef.  DL  wan.  555  D  )>an  L  >anne.  D  wiste  I  L  me  thoughte.  L 
om.  wel.  D  be  )>at  L  in  alle.  556  D  pat  my  s.  D  om.  studefast ;  L  sothfaste. 
DL  man.  557  D  And  as  L  As.  DL  om.  myself.  L  stoedc.  D  in  ]>at.  L  place. 
558  DL  om.  ful.  D  crien.  DL  om.  he.  D  began  L  gan.  559  L  Hely  hely. 
D  crieng.  560  D  he  seyde  inst.  of  after.  DL  >an.  561  DL  pis  was  "a  word 
ofgretpite.  562  D  To  vnderstonde  englisch  >er-bi.  L  In.  vnderstande.  563 
DL  god  inst.  of  he  seide.  D  trenyte.  564  D  foi-sakist  >ou  L  forsakestou.  D 
me  whi  ?  565  DL  Swete  (om.  in  L)  fadir,  I  prey  to  (L  beseche)  the  566 
DL  Take  my  soule  fro  mv  bodi.  567  D  pou  wost  wel  >in  schal  it  be  L  pin 
it  is  siker  )>ou  beo.     568  D  Now  is  fulffillid  L  &  fulflRUede  is. 

VEBNOX    MS.  Y 
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(Saturday)     "  1  It  /TErci,  kdi,"  seide  Bernard,  '  'l  "ff-^s  a,i.iea 

LkfMu?^  ItJL   "  Swete  Moder,  God  jelde  hit  fe  ! 

On  Serterday,^  I  haiie  herd,  i  r.  sciiertuursday 

How  he  was  went  a-wei  from  \)e,  572 

And  on  fe  ffriday  how  he  ferd, 

j)er  he  hongede  on  ]je  tre. 

Al-how  J)e  lewes  him  bi-cherd, 

Loneli  ladi,  lere  f  ow  me  !  576 

to  tell  him  "  And  how  he  was  after  taken  adoun, 

pened  (.1.  the    Tel  me,  Moder  Marie  JMvlde, 

Saturday  '  ' 

when  Christ     Of  ^  be  Crois  aftur  be  passioun,        I  5'^-  O" 

was  taken  •'  r      r  '  ■'2vv.  mn.: 

tVointhe  How  boil  WPOna  for  hi   phvldp2    L  Ami  loseph  cam  so  redi-botm 

Cross,  ^^"  ^   r^"   wcupe  lUl   pi  LIiyiUB  J,e  corps  in.  .shame  forto  schiUle 

And  geete  h'wi  wip  ))is  (!)^  orisoun  »  Orig.his 

Of  Pilate  and  of  ))e  lewes  wylde  ! 
j)(i  holy  lore  of  ])is  passioun  583 

ffrom  \)G  fend  hit  may  vs  schilde.^      '  w.  -.ss-i  superaaaed. 
"  ^Tel  nie,  ladi  briht  and  schene,       '  i  v.  om.: 

^  ,  •    f  1  •    1  And  liow  lie  was  Icyd  in 

ami  who  was    Wsuciie  Avore  Pi  irendes  euenchon  jjeston 

at  His  burial.  -"  ' 

pat  wolde  at  his  buriing  bene. 

And  how  ]30u  were  saued  ivo7n  Jji  fon  5S8 

In  fe  Temple,  wi)j-outen  wene  ;  ^      »  w.  sss-o  ai.  after  592. 
J3e  serwe  of  J»e  and  of  seint  Ion 


After  568  D  (not  L)  has  these  2  stanzas :  Vnto  helle  his  gost  gan  wende, 
As  his  faderis  wil  it  was,  To  bring  Adam  out  of  bende,  &  for  to  bynde 
Sathanas.  Sone  ]>er  com  a  lotheli  fend,  And  sette  liim  be  my  sonis  fas,  To 
take  >e  soule  &  to  helle  it  sende,  But  no  synne  in  his  bodi  was. — pat  sihte 
dide  me  werst  of  alle,  ffor  as  ded  I  fel  there  dou?^ ;  My  susteris  began  aboute 
to  falle  Wepinge  &  made  ruful  souw.  lohn  my  cosyii  gan  me  vp  calle,  And 
wold  me  lede  toward  ]>e  toun.  Now  haue  I  told  k  brouht  to  stalle  pe  peynes 
of  his  passioura. 

569  DL  Seynt  (om.  in  L)  B.  to  (L  ]>o  to)  Marie  answerid  (answerdc).  570 
DL  Ladi  (lauedy)  blissid  (y-blessedc)  mote  >ou  be  (beo).  571  D  Of.  DL 
scherthursday.  D  now  DL  haue  L  572  L  taken  awey  D  bounden  &  led 
(awei  om.),  DL  fro.  573  D  &  also  of  good  f.  DL  it.  574  D  Whan  ))e  lewis 
heng  him  on.  L  Swetely  hastou  keimede  me.  575  D  But  how  L  After-warde 
hou,  D  ]>i  sone  was  L  he  was  DL  beried.  576  D  My  swete  1.  L  Deie  1.  D 
telle  ;  L  lete  me  nou  seo.  577  DL  om.  after.  D  takin  doun.  578  DL  Telle. 
Marie  niodir.  579  D  Of  L  ffro.  DL  cros.  DL  after  his.  580  D  per  ]wu  were 
L  &  hou  J)o[u]  weptest.  After  581  DL  read  first :  And  (L  &  hou)  Joseph  cam 
so  (om.  in  L)  redi  &  (om.  in  L)  boun,  D  His  bodi  of  ])e  cros  doun  to  hilde  L  pe 
corps  fro  shame  forto  shilde.  581  D  \V\])  preyere  and  wi)?  good  resouri.  L 
wan.  his.  582  DL  ffro.  D  &  fro  >e  L  &  l>e.  583-4  om.  in  DL.  585  DL  And 
how  he  was  leyd  in  J)e  ston,  Telle  me  ladi  (L  marie)  briht  and  schene  (2  vv.). 
586  D  &  whiche.  L  weren.  DL  his  frendis  (freondes).  587  D  wold  L  wolden. 
D  beryeng  L  beryinge.  588-9  follow  in  DL  after  591,  588  L  om.  And.  D 
You  kepedist  the  L  he  kepte  pe,  D  whan  Jiei  were  gon  L  fro  Jji  foon,  589  D 
lu  t.  fro  J)i  sone  I  mene.    L  wijioutc.     590  L  sorwe  D  wordis. 
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superadded. 


592 


596 


Tel  me,  ladi,  al  be-dene, 

Of  Jji  sone  bodi  and  bon  !  "^        >  Tins 

Oure  ladi  seide  :  "  Bernard,  alias, 
Wbat  woltou  more  aske  me  t 
Tel  I  J»e  foryure  of  fis  cas, 
Jje  swerd  of  dej)  wol  nei3  me  sle. 
loseph  a-nou  nom  his  pas 
And  bed  his  bodi  vppon  fe  tre. 
Pilate  him  grauntedc  and  Cayphas,  599 

3if  fat  fei  witen,  fat  he  ded  be.   »  tOl-626  introduced  by  the  poet. 

1 "  Pilate[s]  kni3tes  steorne  and  stoute 
fforj)  wij)  losep  gurme  fei  wende, 
And  oyure  kni^tes  vfip  gret  route, 
Summe  his  fon  and  summe  his  frende.  604 

ffurst  )jis  kni3tes  wen  ten  aboute^ 
And  bursten  bofe  Bak  and  lende ; 
[Bernard],  J>en  was  I^  in  gret  doute,  '  Ms.heo 

So  han  to^  serued  my  sone  hende. 


.  ffurst  J>ei  went  ]>e  |>eues 
aboute 


1  r.  to  lian  ?    al.  J^ei  wold 


how  Joseph 
WHS  given 
Christ's  body 
if  it  was 
dead; 


knights 
broke  il. 


"  I  suwed  after  wij>  al  my  miht. 
Ion  and  my  sustren  two. 
Here  now,  Bernard,  al  apliht, 
J3e  strengeste  pyne^  of  al  my  wo. 
Be-syde  fe  Eoode  Jjen  stod  a  knijt, 
Blynd  he  was  and  lome  also, 
Alle  J)ei  seide  Longeus  he  hijt : 
Vnder  fe  Eoode  fei  dude  hi7/i  go. 

"))ei  token  hi;?i  a  launce  good 


al.  point 


609 


612 


616 


591  D  I  wold  wite  hem  alle  b.  592  om.  iu  DL.  593  DL  Marie.  L  seide 
to  D  answerd.  594  DL  WhL  L  wiltou  D  woldist  \)on.  D  mor  aske  3et  of. 
595  D  And  I  telle  fertherc  ))is  harde  cas.  L  in.  596  DL  of  sorwe.  D  in  myn 
herte  wile  be  L  wile  me  sle  (neij  om.)  597  DL  I.  vnto  (L  to)  Pilate  tok  his 
(L  ^e)  pas.  598  L  To  bidde  ]>e'b.  D  To  haue  J)e  b.  D  doura  of.  599  L  om. 
him  ;  D  it.  D  graujitid.  600  L  Bote  ]>at  D  As  sone  so.  D  wiste.  D  ]>at  ded 
was  he.  L  beo.  601  D  Pilatis  L  Pilates.  D  knightis.  DL  sterne.  602  D 
loseph.  L  gonne  D  gan.  L  om.  ]>ei.  603  D  other  L  ojjere.  D  lewis  L 
gewes.  D  felle  &  proude.  L  a  inst.  of  wjji.  604  L  So7«me  D  flfele.  D  fos. 
D  k  fewe.  605  D  pei  Jede  ]>e  theuis  al  aboute  L  ffirste  Jjei  ronnen  pe  theoues 
aboute.  606  L  breken  D  dide  brek.  D  hire  bo))e  lende  L  here  backes  &  here 
lendes.  607  D  Bernard  I  was  >an  L  po  was  I  bemardc.  608  DL  pei  wold(e) 
so  serae  my  s.  so  h.  609  D  folewid  L  wente.  610  D  &  also.  L  myne.  D 
sisteris  L  sostren.  611  DL  Bernard  ]>ou  schalt  herin  (heren)  apliht.  612  D 
strengest.  DL  poynt.  613  D  Among  hem  DL  ))er  stod.  614  Blind  illegible 
inL.  DLiame.  615  D  pei  seyde  alle  Longius  L  Longeus  sei]"  J)e  boke.  616 
D  pei  dide  him  vnder  Je  cros  to  go.  L  eros  .  maden.  617  D  pei  putte  a  1. 
in  his  hand. 

Y   2 
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piprat  And  sette  hit  to  my  sone  sytle,^  '  ai.  2  w.  more. 

Christ  s  side  •'  ''       ' 

And  Longens  Jjruste  wt])  gret  mod 
To  my  sone  herte  gon  glyde  ;  620 

till  water  and  J)e  Water  &  be  rede  blod 

blood  flowd  ■• 

from  it;         Ron  doun  of  his  wouwdcs  wyde. 

Doun  I  fel  al  ]jer  I  stod,  C23 

!N"o  lewgor  stonde  I  ne  mijte  \ai  tyde.^     » css-i  superadded. 

"  J3ei  weore^  went  to  sire  Pilate,        »  ai.  \>e  lewis  )>an 
And  we  bi-lafte  \\i^  reuthful  rou[n].i         '  ms.  ron 
Whon  jjei  weore  I-gon  heore  gate,  627 

how  Joseph     [I  badl  ^  loseph  nime  ^  hym  a-doun,  '  ms.  And  2  ms.  nome 

took  down         J-        Til 

tiie  body.        Til  I  hym  hedde,  me  fhoujte  ful  late, 
J3e  levves  weoren  alle  ful  feloun. 

loseph  Seide  to  me  Wij?  jjate  :  ^  »  al.  we  ben  ).er-ate 

'  To  bringe  hiw  \q  we  ben  ful  bonu.'  632 

Nioiiodemns         *' Mchodem»is  jjc  nayles  out  drow3, 
tiie  nails.        And  loseph  nom  him  in  his  Arm  ; 

Mi  sone  he  louede  wel  I-noii3, 

He  tok  hym  douw  wiJ)-outen  harm,  636 

And  nom  hxm  of  fe  heije  bouj 

And  leyde  him  softe  in  my  Barm. 

618  L  setten.  D  sonis.  After  618  L  And  criedeii  on  liim  as  fei  were  wotlc, 
Rhof  vp  \>iA  seiden  what  so  betide.  D  pe  lewis  on  him  were  criand  Put  vp, 
Longiiis,  now  is  >e  tide.  619  D  {sorw  heni  was  Longius  wel  willand.  L  oni. 
And :  L.  shef  wiJ)  egre  m.  620  D  sonis.  DL  it  gan.  621  D  Blod  &  watir  ])er 
com  rennand  L  Anon  spronge  cute  water  &  blode.  622  D  Out  of  pat  wouwde 
>at  was  so  wide  L  &  ran  doun  enlonges  be  his  side.     613-14  om.  in  DL  here. 

After  624  DL  have  these  2  stanzas  :  pan  wax  (L  was)  myn  herte  heuy  so 
(L  as)  led,  Whan  (L  ffor)  I  saw  (seye)  |)at  ruful  (reuful)  sihte,  pe  (oni.  in  L) 
watir  \\\]>  >e  (L  &  eke)  blod  so  red,  To  Longius  hand  it  ran  dou?i  rihte  (L  Kan 
outc  of  ]>e  wounde  aplighte).  Douti  I  fel  as  I  were  ded,  Lengerc  to  stande  (L 
.stonde)  had  I  no  myht  (cf.  Vern.  623-4).  lohn  my  cosyn  (my  c.  om.  in  L) 
comfort  (counforte)  nie  bed,  &  so  dide  (so  d.  om.  in  L)  loseph,  ]>at  (L  |je)  trewe 
knyht. — pe  blod  ran  (L  fel)  douw  to  Longius  bond  (L  londe),  He  wipid  (L 
wipte)  his  eyen  &  wel  he  sey,  L  Ifelde  &  wode  water  &  londc,  tfoul  in  firmaments 
on  hey  D  ^er  is  no  creature  in  watir  ne  lond  pat  myht  sutfre  \>e  sorwe  \>a.t 
had  L  DL  On  knes  (L  kneos)  he  ^ankid  goddis  (godes)  sond(e),  Toward 
heuene  his  heuyd  (L  hede)  on  hi  (L  he  bey),  p«t  sihte  my  care  (L  of  c.)  mekil 
(L  him)  vnbond.  So  dide  it  (L  &  alle)  my  (L  his)  frendis  ^aX  were  (weren)  me 
(L  him)  bi. 

625  DL  JKJ  lewis  >an  (om.  in  L)  wente(n)  to  P.  626  DL  lefte  (lafte)  >er. 
D  ruful  L  reuful  DL  roun.  627  D  And  wlian.  L  weren.  D  were  alle.  DL 
gon.  D  hire  L  here.  628  DL  I  bad  L  takin  (L  take)  him  doun.  629  L  him 
haue  D  haue  him.  D  l)inki]j  L  thinke]>.  DL  om.  ful.  630  D  ffor  alle  )je  lewis 
])at  ben  f.  L  aren  ful  f.  (alle  om.).  631  DL  I.  seyde  we  ben  (beojj)  J^crate. 
632  D  to  the.  D  I  am.  L  beo)j.  L  om.  ful.  633  D  naylis  .  drow.  634  L 
losep.  DL  tok.  635  D  hem  louid  .  inow.  636  D  pei  L  &.  ^37  D  ffayre  & 
softe  fro  j'at  bow.   L  bar  .  fro.     638  D  leydeu.  D  om.  softe  ;  L  gostly. 
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His  swete  Mou))  on  me  hit  louh,  hlf^ci^ri't's 

And  jit  ne  was  hit  no-fing  warm.  640  ^(p^^^^^ 

"  His  loue  hedde  hounde  me  so  faste,  ''*>**'"'• 

))o^  wepen  I  moste  in  alle  wyse.  *  ai.  \>at 

Hit  was  euere  in  my  [gast]i  »  ms.  Jwujt 

J3e  ))ridde  day  he  scholde  aiyse —  644 

J3e  riht«  be-leeue  on  me  he  caste, 
And  1  Conceyuede  fe  rihte  asyse ; 
Ich  wuste  ful  wel  atte  laste 
I  schulde  hym  seo  a-mong  alle  hise :  648 

"  And  jit  mijt  I  not  for-bere, 
Bernard,  for  to  wene  sore  :  and  bow  she 

,  wept, 

Myn  hondes  I  wrong,  myn  her  I  tere, 

"Whon  he  lay  ded  me  be-fore.  652 

I  seiji  wel,  I  durste  swere,  >a/.wene 

3if  eny  serwe  In  Angeles  wore,^  >  ms.  were 

)3ei  mijte  wepe  niony  a  tere 

fEor  Jje  del  pat  I^  seili  pore.^       »  at.]>ei     «  sis.  J)ere        656 

"  Sijjen  heuene  was  maad  &  er|)e  also 
And  wommon  formed  aftur  mon, 

]More  serwe  ne  more  wo  ^^Timi 

Xeuere  tonge  telle  con  660  '^;^'^» 

639  L  pe.  D  vpon  L  Jat  on.  DL  om.  hit.  D  low,  640  DL  &  (cm.  in  L) 
1  it  (om.  in  L)  kiste,  it  (L  &  it)  was  not  (L  nothinge)  w. 

After  640  DL  have  the  !o!l.  stiinza  :  An  hunderid  (L  hoiidredc)  tymys 
(L  si>e)  I  dide  (L  gau)  him  kisse,  Mouth  &  eyren,  his  chin  also  (L  Hede 
&;  mouth  &  eyen  two),  &  seyde  'sone,  schal  I  the  mysse.  Glad  ne  worth 
(L  shal)  I  neuerc  mo  (L  go).'  And  loseph  faste  abouten  (aboute)  is  (L  wes), 
His  graue  to  dihte  &  him  ]>er-to  (L  Jiat  he  were  in  graue  y-do),  &  euere 
(L  oftesi>e)  I  preyde  him  (L  I  criede)  iwis  (L  )>xxs)  To  beryen  (L  losep  berie) 
me  wi>  him  (w.  h.  om.  in  L)  also. 

641  DL  om.  hedde.  L  bonde  D  wou«did.  642  DL  pat.  L  wepe.  D  muste. 
D  on  al.  643  D  Xer]«les  I  trowid  euerc  stedefast  L  My  thought«  was  myche 
on  his  beheste.  644  D  thrid  .  ))at  he  schuld  vprise.  •  645  D  riht.  L  beleone 
D  feyth.  D  in.  D  cast.  646  L  c.  it  in  alle  wise.  D  As  it  was  al  his  deuyse. 
647  DL  tful  (om.  in  L)  wel  I  wiste  D  it.  D  last.  648  D  seen  L  seo.  DL 
om.  alle.  649  DL  But  I  myhte.  D  neuere  me  f.  650  DL  om.  for.  D  swi>e 
s.  L  y-liche  s.  651  D  hondis.  D  to  wringe  L  wring*;.  DL  to  tere.  652  DL 
Whil.  D  ]>er  inst.  of  ded.  653  LD  1  wene  wel  (D  if)  L  L  dorste.  D  it  s. 
654  L  any,  DL  sorwe.  D  aungelis  L  angels.  DL  wore.  655  L  weope  D  a 
wept.    DL  many.     656  D  om.  ye.    DL  soi-we.    DL  )>ei  saw  (seye)  thore. 

After  656  L  has  the  foil,  st  :  Whan  )«i  seye  Ih<wu  }>e  hende,  Ihcsu  >e 
swete,  Ihcsu  ye  meke,  Suche  sorwe  drien  at  his  ende,  (iodes  sone  &  maries 
eke,  &  hou  >ei  gonne  to  graue  wende,  Hon  his  moder  to  him  speeke,  Ande 
sorwe  myght<;  in  angels  lende,  pei  myglite  weope  ]>at  here  hert«  breek^. 

657  D  Setthe.  L  eor>e.     658  D  woman  L  womman.  D  formyd.     DL  man. 

659  D  Was  ueuere  ere  swich  sorwe  ne  wo  L  Was  neuerc  made  so  myche  wo. 

660  DL  pat  any  tunge  of  (om.  in  L)  telle  can. 
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and  Niclio- 
demus, 


and  a  stone 
put  over  His 
grave. 


j)en  we  maden  whon  we  scliolde  go 
To  here  mi  sone  in  to  J)e  ston. 
Ion  and  my  sustren  two 
fful  mony  sifen  fei  swoune  gon. 

"  Euere  I  cri3ede  ful  pitousliche  : 
'  Lordynges,  what  haue  36  I-J)ou3t  ] 
Hit  is  my  sone  I  loue  so  muche, 
fEor  Godes  loue,  burie  him  nou3t ! ' 
)?ei  nolde  not  leue,  ]?ei3  1  gon  siche, 
Til  |)at  he  were  in  graue  i-brou3t ; 
j)ei  woimden  him  in  clones  riche 
And  euer  Merci  [I]  hem^  be-sou3t. 

"  loseph  leide  him  in  Jje  ston, 
Nichodemes  halp  him  wel, 
And  riche  oynemens  leyde  him  vp-on 
And  wounden  hhn  in  clene  sendel ; 
Heo  sei3  fer  was  no  beter  won, 
Bote^  burie  him  fei  were  ful  snel. 
Jjen  loked  I  on  my  Cosyn  Ion, 
fEor  serwe  bofe  a-doun  we  fel. 

"  Whon  I  stod  vp  and  bi-held, 
In  world  I  nuste  what  was  best ; 
fEor  gret  serwe  my  fingres  I  feld,^ 
fEor  wepyng  mi^t  I  haue  no  rest : 
Jje  ouer-ston  ouer  hhn  \)ei  heold, 
loseph  hit  wolde  in  close  fest, 
To  him  I  fel  Jjat  was  my  child. 


664 


668 


672 


676 


680 


684 


661  D  om.  ]>en ;  L  As.  D  mad  sorwe.  DL  ]>e\.  L  gowne.  662  DL  toward. 
D  his  Stan.  663  L  myne.  D  susteris  L  sostren.  664  DL  Mony  (Many)  a 
tyme  swownid  ]>ei  (L  we  swounede)  Jan.  665  D  Bernard  L  And  faste.  L  om. 
ful.  L  pitouliche  I)  pitousli.  666  L  Mercy  lordinges  wh.  is  youre.  DL  om. 
I-.  667  L  pis.  L  I  1.  him  myche  D  I  cri  Jow  merci.  668  L  ffor  my  loue  D 
ffor  charite.  L  beriefj  D  graui]>.  669  D  pei  sparid  no-Jjing  for  me  sureli  L 
3et  fei  ne  sparede  for  al  my  shriche.  670  DL  om.  >at.  D  fei  him  to  graue 
br.  671  L  &.  D  lappid  L  lappeden.  D  cloljis  tendirli.  672  D  To  leyen  me 
there  DL  I  hem.  674  D  And  N.  had  woundin  h.  wele.  675  DL  om.  And. 
D  Oyneme?itis  ful  swete.  DL  >ei  leyde  (L  leiden)  h.  on.  676  D  dilite.  L  om, 
him.  D  ful  clene  L  a  cloth  of.  D  sendele.  677  D  Bernard,  >er  was  non  o})er 
w.  L  panne  wepten  we  euerichone.  678  DL  To  berien.  L  om.  ful.  D  snelle. 
679  D  >an,  om.  in  L.  LI  lokede,  680  DL  sorwe  ,  doun.  D  felle.  681  L 
po  I  ros  I  him  b.  D  Whan  we  st.  vp  for  sorwe  vnweld.  682  DL  om.  In 
world.  DL  ne  wiste.  D  me  was.  683  D  ffingris  to  writhe  none  I  ne  felid. 
L  om.  gret.  684  D  Of  w.  koude.  L  Almest  my  lif  was  y-leste.  685  L  J>at, 
DL  faste  inst.  of  ouer  him.  DL  I  D  beheld  L  helde.  686  L  And  los.  D 
wolde  hane  had  it  fest  L  wolde  closen  it  faste.  687  DL  om.  To  him  ;  I  fel 
betwix  (L  betwene)  as  a  (L  &.  was  his)  scheld. 


to  a  ronm 
wliere  Clirist 
wiis  wont  to 
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His  swete  Mou|)  wel  ofte  I  cnst.  688 

"Ion  Seij  I  was  iu  lK>yilt  to  Spille,  Mary  says  St. 

In  my  bodi  I  was  ful  seke, 

Euere  I  stod  In  crijyng  schille, 

Jjat  nei3  myn  herte  dude  to-breke  :  692 

He  heold  his  serwe  in  herte  stille 

And  myldeliche  gon  he  to  me  speke : 

'  Marie,  ^\i  hit  beo  J)i  wille, 

Go  we  henne  ! '  fe  Maudeleyn  eke,  096   jJ^J^J'*"" 

"  And  whon  we  to  toune  come, 
Jjer  as  fe  Avey  lay  a-twyune, 
Vche  mon  leue  at  oper  nome, 

And  wenten  horn  to  lieore^  Inne.  i  a/,  cure  700 

Sore  I  sykede  and  I-lome, 
Of  wepyng  miht  I  neuer  blynne, 

To  speke  v>'i\  hem^  [had  I]"^  no  tome     '  ms.  hym    »  ms.  in 
ffor  serwe  J>at  myn  herte  was  Inne.  704 

*'  )5ei  ladde  me  to  a  Chaurabre  \o 
Jjer  my  sone  was  woned  to  be, 
Ion  and  fe  Maudeleyn  also, 

ffor  no  J)ing  nolde  )>ei  from  rae  fle.  708 

I  lokede  aboute  in  eueri  wro, 
I  coufe  nouj  where  my  sone  se, 

688  D  Til  >rtt  I  his  mouth  had  kest.    L  fol  ofte  .  kiste. 

After  688  DL  have  the  folL  stanza  :  I  swownid  (swounede)  many  a  tyme 
wi])-alle,  Or  (L  Er)  I  of  him  myhte  take  my  (cm.  in  L)  leue.  Many  a  terc  I 
lete  douji  falle,  per  (L  ]>at<?)  myhte  no  man  it  (om.  in  L)  me  bereue.  I  (L 
And)  seyde  '  sone,  now  (om.  in  L)  gon  I  schalle,  Now  alle  Ji  (L  &  oure)  frendis 
schul  the  leue  (L  to-dreue).  Come  (L  Com)  now,  deth,  I  wile  (L  gan)  the 
calle,  I  wold  ))ou  myhtest  myn  herte  cleue. ' 

689 — 696  DL  pan  com  (^.  c.  om.  in  L)  lohn  &  (>e  L)  Magdaleyn  eke,  & 
(om.  in  L)  saw  (L  Seyen)  I  was  in  poynt  to  spille.  flFul  (om.  in  L)  myldeli 
(Mildeliche)  to  me  >ei  speke  And  held  (helden)  hire  (here)  sorwe  in  herte  ful 
(om.  in  L)  stille,  But  euerc  hem  ]>ouhte  hire  (here)  hertis  (kertes)  breke,  pat 
})ei  durste  not  (L  ne  myghte)  wepin  (weope)  hire  (here)  fiUe.  Ner>eles  (L 
Na]>eles)  to  towne  (L  me  to  t.)  )>ei  (L  ]>e)  me  (om.  in  L)  wi-eke  (L  wreken), 
Mor  wil»  strif  (L  be  strengthe)  >an  wi>  (L  at)  my  wille. 

697  L  om.  And.  DL  to  }>e  cite.  L  comen.  698  L  pat.  DL  om.  as.  DL 
oure  weyes  schuld  L  twynne  D  ^-ntwynne.  699  L  Euerich  at  o])er  leue  n. 
D  I  &  othere  oure  1.  n.  700  L  k  sithen  wenten  tiL  D  wente.  DL  oure. 
701  DL  om.  Sore  ;  DL  I  swownid  L  ma[n]y  a  tyme  &  lome  D  often  and 
whilome.  702  D  koude.  703  D  spekin  to  hem.  "DL  had  I  no  t.  704  DL 
sorwe.  D  in.  705  D  lohn  led.  L  In  to  a  chambre  lie  ladde  me  >o.  706  D 
wonid-  L  beo.  707  D  Magdaleyn  k  my  susteris  two.  708  L  nolde  fro  me 
(fle  om.)  D  wold  )>ei  departen  fro  me.  709  D  Bernard  L  ffaste  D  1  lokid 
aboute  me  tho  L  I  1.  in  eche  a  wro.  710  D  But  I  c.  L  Coude  I.  D  not. 
L  seo. 
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and  )iow  she, 
St.  Jolin,  and 
Mary  Mag- 
dalen wept 
together, 


expectnifj 

ClirUt'g 

uprising. 

St.  Bernard 
tlianks  Mary 


for  telling 
liim  lier 
sorrows. 


and  prays 
that  we  may 
all  live  in 
joy  after 
death. 


We  set  vs  douw  in  serwe  and  wo 

And  guwne  to  wepe  alle  fre.  712 

"jjus,  Bernard,  we  weren  in  care, 
In  serwe  of  herte  &  gret  Mournyng, 
Til  we  wuste  hou  hit  wolde  fare 

At  my  SOneS  Vp-rysyng.^    '  al.  Euer  we  were  in  greet  longing.    7  1  6 

IS'ou  haue  I  told  fe  wip-onte  spare 

Alle  his^  peynes  Avijj-oute-  partyng.      ^  ai.  my     »  at  ins 

Bernard,  I  was  euer  fare, 

To  witen  after  his  vp-rysyng."  ^      i  717-18  &  7i!)-2o  to  ix 

"  /~^  vaimt  Merci,  dame,  God  jelde  hit  fe, 

VJT  Wyf  and  Maiden,  Moder  Milde, 
}jat  J>ou  hast  so  muche  i-told  me 
Of  serwe  of  fe  and  of  fi  chylde ! 
Now  am  I  siker,  wher  fat  I  teo, 
In  wode,  in  water  or  in  felde, 
To  make  fe  fonle  fend  to  fieo, 
Jjat  euer  was  so  wod  and  wylde. 

"  Ladi,  for  J)i  muchele  wo, 
j)at  neuere  no  tonge  may  of  telle, 
Jje  serwe  of  fe  and  him  also 
)3at  him  dude  J)e  lewes  felle  : 
Leeue^  vs  neuere  skape  fer-fro,  >  ms.  Andiccuo 

But  euer-more  In  ioye  to  dwello ; 
Whon  we  schul  dye  and  henne  go, 
Schilde  vs  from  pe  pyne  of  helle  !     Ame?^." 


719 

transp. 


724 


728 


32 


736 


711  D  setten  vs  L  seten,  vs  om.  D  wi>  son  wo.  712  D  gan  L  begonne. 
D  wepin  L  weopen.  L  threo.  713  D  were  we  Bernard  L  B.  were  we.  D  in 
greet  c.  714  L  &  DL  sorwe.  L  &  in.  L  om.  gret ;  D  long.  715  D  Til  )>at. 
DL  wiste  .  schuld.  716  DL  Euere  we  were  (L  Eche  of  vs  was)  in  greet  long- 
ing. 717-18  &  719-720  transp.  in  L.  717  L  om.  >e.  L  wi]>-outen.  718  L 
om.  Alle.  DL  my.  D  peynys.  D  at  his  parting  L  of  his  departyngc.  719  D 
But  B.,  L  Ac  B.  D  redi  inst.  of  euer.  L  euerc  I  was  Jare.  720  L  wayten  liim 
D  kepin  him.  DL  at.  721  D  Seynt  Bernard  seyde  God  L  Lauedy  qiiod  he 
G.  L  om.  hit.  722  DL  &  moder  &  mayden.  723  L  om.  >ou.  DL  so  mekil 
(L  fus  myche)  hast.  DL  told.  D  to  me.  724  L  pe  inst.  of  Of.  D  Of  ]>i 
sorwe  ;  of  }>e  om.  725  D  sekir.  DL  wher-so  (L  om.  so)  I  be  (beo).  726  D 
In  toure  or  feld  in  Jongjie  or  elde  L  In  chirche  in  toun  in  fritthe  in  feldc. 
727  L  fforto.  D  don.  L  om.  foule.  L  feondc.  D  fle.  728  D  pat  euerc  to 
helle  wold  don  me  helde  L  pat  Jore  ha>  beon  wod  &  w. 

729—736  om.  in  L.  729  D  Now  ladi  for  ]>at  ilke  wo  730  pat  no  tu?ige 
may  half  telle  731  D  om.  ]>e  serwe  :  Of  the  &  of  >i  sone  also.  732  30W 
dide  ,  lewis.  733  And  om.  Late  neuere  non  of  alle  tho  734  pat  cristnid 
am  &  in  >is  world  dwells,  735  Whan  )>ei  schul  passen  >e  world  al  fro,  736 
To  seen  >e  peync  l^at  is  in  helle. 

After  736  D  has  2  stanzas  more :  This  ryme  mad  an  hermyte,  &  dide  it 
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XXXVII.    %  Mspitison  bittacnc  n  gob  m;iu 
anir  ])C  bcucl' 

Swi))e  muclie  neode  hit  is  w.  cclxxxviil 

}5at  vche  mon  be  war  and  wys 
To  kepe  him  from  fe  fendes  lore — 
ifor  he  fonde])  euer-more.  4 

And  fat  we  mowen  alle  I-witea 
As  hit  is  in  J)e  Bok  I-writen, 
I  wol  ow  telle,  as  I  con,  ni  teii  yon 

how  a  lievil 

How  J>e  fend  temptejj  a  Mon. —  8   t»>iiipted  a 

Hit  was  vppon  an  haly-day  :  In  an  hei^  feste  of  fe 

3ere  ;  ^  'in  the  MS.  written  in  half  lines. 

Muche  folk  was  to  churche  jron  :  Godes  word  for  to  here :   At  chnrch, 

°  'a  Priest  once 

\)Q  Preost  of  J)e  chirche  vndude  ))e  gospel 

And  lerede  his  p<7nschens,  as  he  cou|)e  wel,  12 

And  bad  hem  openly  nyme  good  ^eme  bade  h'*  f^^ 

Hou  Jjci  scholden  god  wel  queme 

And  schenden  be  fonle  fend  of  helle,  »nd  disfrrat-e 

Uie  Devil. 

Jjat  fojidej)  euere  ihche  vixomaus  soule  to  qwelle.  16 

Whon  fe  pyest  hedde  I-spoke??  &  dow  what  he  wolde, 
)3e  folk  weHte  ha?nward,  as  rijt  was  |?ei  scholde. 

A  good  mon  \er  was,  fat  hamward  gon  rake,  One  of  his 

And  foujte  ful  jeorne  of  fat  Jje  prest  spake  ;  20   home  aioile. 

He  eode  be  him  one  wtf-oute  feve  ^eriie, 
ffor  no-mon  of  his  J>e?<kyng  schulde  hym  werne. 
"KE  wikked  fe«d  of  helle  ferof  hedde  onde 
J     And  hastiliche  sende  to  hi7»  his  sonde.  24 

His  Messager  redi  was  forte  don  his  wille,  Ti>e  Devirs 

Hiiu  to  bi-swyke,  queyntehche  &  stille.  messenger. 

In  fe  wei  he  hym  mette 
And  feire  fenne  he  hym  grette —  28 

writen  in  parchemyn  ;  Barfot  he  wente  in  gray  habyte,  He  werid  no  cloth  >at 
was  of  lyn.  pus  on  englisch  he  dide  it  write.  He  seyth  he  drow  if  of  >e  latyn  ; 
His  mede  lord  Ihc«u  him  quyte,  &  seynt  Bernard,  clerk  of  deuyn.— And  we 
schiil  preye  Jxit  here  it  rede,  fibr  him  now  an  orisou?^,  &  don  it  smertlich 
in  dede,  A\^i>  a  ful  good  deuocioun,  pat  Ihesu  Crist  his  soule  lede  To  blisse 
in  his  processiouw,  And  there  for  to  han  his  mede,  porw  vertu  of  his  passioua 
Amen. — "With  the  last  stanza  agrees  the  concluding  st.  in  L  :  Eueriche  wi)> 
goede  deuociouTi  Grete  wi>  an  hertly  steuene  To  oure  latly  an  orisoun,  Hire 
ioye  may  no  tonge  nempne  :  pat  for  hire  sones  passioun  Heo  schilde  vs  fro 
fe  sinnes  seuenc,  &  saue  vs  fro  >e  feonde  feloun,  k  bringc  oure  soules  into 
heueuc.     Ame».  ^  Ed.  before  in  Emjl.  Htud.  Vlll,  p.  260 — 275. 
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like  a  lii.iid- 
suiiie  mail, 


to  tell  all  he'd 
lieard, 


that  any 
taUity  in  it 
might  be 
set  right. 


8aid  the 
Priest 


wamd  them 
against  tlie 
Deadly  Sins, 


and  specially 

against 

Pride. 


Was  he  no  fend  i-lyclie, 
But  as  a  mon  feir  and  riche ; 

])Q  gode  Mon  was  not  uar 
Of  |)e  deuel,  fat  com  ]jar.  32 

Quaj5  J)e  wikked  Counseyler  : 
"  ffelawe,  wel  I-met  her  ! 
Sei  me,  as  nou  mote  \o\\  J)e, 
Wher  hast  fow  now  I-be  ] "  36 

"I  com  ixom  fe  chirche,  what  woldestou  fer-bi? 
Wliat  \o\\  art  &  whi  ])on  askest,  tel  me  nou,  belamy ! " 
"  I  am  a  ferret  mon  and  a  wey-feryng,i       ,  p^om  here  the 
Spek  wzf  me  feire,  w/>outen  grucchyng  !      F„Tsi  strae"in. 
Hastou  atte  churche  I-herd  eny  sarmoun, 
Yndoynge  of  fe  gospel  or  of  lessoun  1 
I  prey3e  fe,  gode  felawe,  ^if  fi  Aville  be, 
Al  ])at  fou  herdest,  tel  hit  nou  to  me  !  44 

ffor  I  con  my-self,  beo  my  lewete, 
Of  alle-maner  lore  gret  plente. 
I  con  wel  I-knowe,  I  sei  )je,  for-fi, 
Wher  hit  were  wisdam  \ai  he  spac,  or  elles  foli.         48 
Wys  J)OW  schalt  fynde  me  and  hende  ; 
If  or,  3if  he  out  fals  ha])  seid,  I  schal  hit  amewde. 
Jjauh  J)ow  to  me  haue  no  trist, 

I  con  more  pen  pe  prest,  52 

And  better  I  wot,  forsope  I-wys, 
How  men  schulen  come  to  blis, 
And  also  more  I  con  telle 

Wherfore  Men  schule  go  to  helle."  56 

"l^E  goode  mon  bigon  his  tale  :  pat  opur  jerne  con  luste ; 
J  Al  coupe  he  not  telle  :  But  dude  pat  he  wuste. 
"  Ouer  alle  ping  he  vs  tauhte  :  To  loue  god,  ful  of  miht, 
And  sipen  vre  euencristene  :  As  we  ou3ten  wip  riht.  60 
He  spac  of  dedli  synnes  :  And  seide  per  weore  seuene, 
And  whose  dyede  per-Inne  :  Scholde  neuere  comen  in 
heuene : 

Pruide  is  pe  furste  :  Envye  is  pat  oper, 
Wrappe  is  pe  pridde  :  )?at  mon  hap  to  his  broper,        64 
J)e  feorpe  is  Couetyse  :  Jje  fyfpe  is  Lecherie, 
J3e  sixte  is  Sleupe  :  )pe  seuepe  is  Glotonye. 
Mest  he  spac  of  p>-ide,  and  lered  more  and  lasse 
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72 


80 


84 


fEorto  leue  p?*/Je  and  loue  BuxiiTnnesse  ;  68 

fFurst,  abouen  alle  fiHg,  wi|)  al  vre  iiiilit 
Worscliipen  &  louen  god,  bofe  day  &  niht, 
And  louen  vre  kmirede,  as  ))e  lawe  Avile, 
And  alle  cristene  men,  as  hit  is  skile. 
fEor  alle  we  schulen  wfj)  ri3te  louen  vchon  o\ur 
Wi]3  al  vre  mi3te,  as  suster  doj?  fe  bro))ur ; 
ffor  breferen  we  are/i  &  sustre?/,  as  we  schul  al  leue, 
Alle  fat  euere  icome  ben  of  Adam  &  of  Eiie."  76 

"UE  wikked  gost^  was  ful  jare  »  ms.  god 

y  And  3af  Jje  gode  mon  onsware : 
"  )5ow  spekest,"  he  seide,  "  of  louyng, 
jjat  mon  schulde  furst  of  alle  fiiig ; 
Jjat  loue  god  schal  eueri  mon, 
And  sifen  his  neih3ebor,  as  he  con. 
Bote  hou  mi3test  fou  trewe  loue 
Haue  to  him  fat  is  aboue, 
"Whon  he  so  ofte  -svrajjfef  ]je 
And  let  fe  in  muche  myschef  be  1 
He  let  J)i  catel  from  fe  falle, 
Hors  in  stable  and  Oxe  in  stalle, 
And  ofer  fing  awey  let  go, 
And  suffrej)  Jje  be  brou3t  in  muche  wo. 
3if  fou  art  sek  in  syde  and  Ribbe, 
)3at  vnnefes  mai3t  fou  libbe, 
Or  J?in  hed  sore  akej) 
And  al  \\  bodi  for  serwe  quakef, 
Jjorw  him  J>e  comej)  al  J)is.         -^ 
Loue  him  not,  I  rede,  I-wis ! 
Hou  mi3test  J)ou  loue  him  wzp  skile 
J3at  mi3te  fe  helpe  and  ne  wilel" 
T^E  goode  mon  wel  vnderstod 
J      }3at  he  seide  was  not  good. 
•*  After  \\  red  wol  I  not  do, 
ffor  fe  prest  ne  bad  not  so. 
I  wot  of  alle  J)i«g,  be  hit  what-so  hit  be, 
Bofe  beter  &  wors,  my  lord  sendej)  to  me.  104 

)3auh  I  ojjur-while  haue  I-had  wo, 
Jjorw  god  fat  hit  sende  hit  haf  ouer-go  j 
Hit  was  for  my  gode — fonked  be  he — 


Men  were 
fimt  to  love 
God. 


The  Devil 
said 


yuu  love  God 


wlio  let8  you 
lo»e  your 
i-aUle, 


92 


96 


100 


when  He  can 
help  you,  and 
woii"t?" 


The  Good 

Man 

auswerd: 


"  WlLitever 
Gnd  sendst, 
is  for  my 
good. 
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It'  I  uin  ill, 


He  tliiis 
warns  me  not 
to  sill. 


because  He 
inuUe  me. 


atul  cald 
me  to  His 
Feast." 


"The  Priest's 
talk  against 
Pride  is 
folly. 


He  wolde  fat  I  scholJe  bi  fat  I- war  be.  108 

J3au3  he  me  be-reue  anon  to  my  Ribbe, 

j?at  I  haue  vnnefe  \vher-w/J)  to  libbe, 

Ke  wol  I  not  be  wrof  ferfore,  ne  no  ri3t  hit  nis  : 

ffor  al  fat  I  haue,  al  hit  is  of  his ;  112 

Al  fat  I  haue,  he  lenef  me,  I-\vis, 

He  mai  taken  hit  a^eyn,  whon  his  wille  is. 

So  he  haf  don  ful  of te — I-blessed  mot  he  be — 

And  3af  me  wel  more  few  he  birafte  me.  116 

And  fauj  he  of-pyne  me  in  seknesse  sore, 

Hit  is  for  my  gode,  I  loue  him  f  e  more ; 

}5er-wif  he  me  warnef  his  comau?ideme?it  to  breke, 

And  sent  me  such  teone  him  for  to  wreke ;  ^  i  r.  reke  120 

I  mai  fere  amerede  me  of  fat  I  haue  don  iUe, 

And  beetew  fat  1  haue  agult  a^ein  godes  wille. 

jjreo  fi«ges  fer  bef ,  as  I  haue  herd  telle, 
Seide  me  fe  prest  in  his  lore-spelle,  124 

IFor  whom  I  oujte  loue  Ihesu  ful  of  mijte,^     i  r.  mahte 
And  worschipe  him  as  I  con,  as  me  wel  ijte  :  ^    2  r.  aiite 
\)G  furste  f iwg  of  f e  f re,  is  fat  he  me  wroujte 
After  hi;;i-self,  as  hym  best  f  oujte  ; 
\)at  of M?*,  fat  he  boujte  me  on  f e  swete  Eode 
"VVif  his  oune  flesch  &  w/f  his  oune  blode ; 
\)e  f ridde,  fat  he  cleped  me  to  his  oune  feste 
In  to  f e  blisse  of  heuene,  fat  euer  schal  i-leste. 
ffor  on  of  f  ise  I  ou3te  to  lonen  him  wel  apli3t, 
Betere  I  ou3te  for  alle,  &  fat  is  good  ri3t." 
T^E  Avikkede  gost  onswerde  f  o  : 
J     "  Lete  we  f  is  tale  go, 
Leue  we  f  is  disputyng 
And  speke  we  of  of  ur  f  ing. 
)5ow  spekest  a3eyn  pruide 
And  f  er-of  takest  muche  hyde.^  » r.  hede 

A3eyn  f e  ri3te  is  fat  f ou  says, 
And  f  erfore  me  mis-pays. 
)5ou  seist  f e  prest,  fat  syngef  Messe, 
Lered  f  e  to  Boxumncsse ; 
He  was  wod,  so  art  fou  ek, 
And  alle  f o  fat  so  spek. 
Leef  fou  nou3t  fat  hit  be  sof  ! 


128 


132 


136 


140 


144 
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Hit  nis  no-mon  fat  so  doJ>.  148 

I  sigge  \)at  pruide  nis  no  synne  : 

ffor  ]jer-])orw3  comej)  -vvorldes  -wynne. 

Jjat  mai3t  J)ou  witen,  I- wis, 

Whon  J>ou  west  what  hit  is.  152 

3if  fou  be  knowen  for  wys 

And  holden  art  of  muche  prys 

And  fat  ])ou  art  riche  mon  and  wlon^ 

And  of  richesse  hast  inouh  : 

J3au3  J)ou  lyje,  as  mony  mon  doj), 

Men  woUejJ  wene  fat  hit  be  sof, 

And  clepe  fe  forf  for  heore  enenyng, 

Bi-foren  hem  fat  habbef  no-f ing. 

Jif  f  ou  art  proud  and  Modi 

And  berest  fe  bold  and  hardi, 

Men  fat  stondef  fe  aboute 

Jjerane  of  f  e  wolen  haue  gret  douto, 

'W/f  f  e  wolen  f  ei  comen  and  speke, 

\)i  lone  to  haue  and  hem  to  wreke.^  i  r,  reUe 

)3ou  mayjt  for  f i  bolde  beryng 

Be  proud  &  riche  in  alle  f  ing,  1 68 

And  ou?fr-al  mai3t  f ou  comen  and  go, 

Whon  a  Moppe  dasart  schal  not  so  ; 

As  a  lord  schalt  f  ou  be  cald, 

per  o\)U7'e  schul  stonde  be-hynde  vn-bald,  172 

And  oueral  f  er  f  ou  gost  aboute 

)3e  schal  folewe  f ul  gret  route ; 

Of  f  e  schal  vche  mon  stonde  gret  ei3e, 

Wher  fou  wolt,  fou  mi^t  go  pleye.  176 

Do  nou  as  I  haue  I-cou/«seyled  f  e  : 

Proud  &  stout  euer  fat  fou  be  ! 

ffor  jif  fou  drawe  fe  to  cu»?paigny 

Of  pore  wrecches  fat  wone  f e  by, 

Vche  a  Mon  fat  beo  f e  wey  gof 

Of  hem  schalt  fou  be  swife  lof , 

And  alle  wolle  fei  ful  ^are 

Lauhwhe  fe  to  bisemare  184 

And  sigge :  "  lo,  Men  mowe  wel  se 

"What  Mon  fat  he  f enkef  to  be ! 

A  wrecche  sone  wol  he  ben, 


If  you're 
knntrii  an 
wise  and  rich. 


men  HI  be- 
lieve your  lies 
are  Trulh. 


156 


160 


164    men '11  fear 
you, 


rail  yon : 


and  foiloir 
you. 


Be  proud ! 
If  you  aa- 


t  0/\      Bv-i«"c  nil. 

loU    poor 

wretches. 


folk  'II  langh 
at  you. 


and  f>ay  that 
you  -11  soon 
be  a  wretch 
too. 
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V 


To  wrecches  lie  drawej),  as  alle  men  sen  ;  188 

Wei  Men  may  seo  alle  bi  fan 
}3at  neuer-more  wol  he  beo  man." 
E  gode  Mon  vnderstod 
pat  J3at  pe  to\)ur  seide  was  not  good.  192 

TiieGood        "Do  wei,"  he  seide,  "H  lore  :  'Ne  spek  no  more  of 

Man  '  '        ^  ^ 

aiiswerd:  pryde : 

Hit  doj?  ])e  soule  muche  wo  :  And  helpe])  fe  bodi  luyte. 

Whon  I  Jjenke  on  finges  J)re  :  Bofe  niht  and  day 
"Pride  Pruide  ne  worldes  blisse  :  Glade  me  ne  may.  19G 

m^wheii  i'      fEurst,  whon  I  beo-fenke  me  :  And  am  wel  I-ware 

1.  that  I  was    How  I  com  in  to  bis  world  :  Bobe  naked  and  bare  : 

bom  In  ^  ^ 

Nedde  I  to  myn  hed  houue  ne  hod, 

Ne  Eobe  to  my  bac,  badde  ne  good,  200 

only  a  foul      But  a  foul  red  clout,  fat  I  was  boren  In, 

\)at  tok  I  of  my  Moder,  and  was  a  foul  skyu — 

Al  is  soj)  pat  I  seye,  jjeij  I  speke  in  Eym — 
all  over  slime,  j)ei  covueu  hit  of  me  &  wosch  a  wei  mi  slym.  204 

In  to  Jjis  world  ])us  coin  I  wrecched  &  bare, 

And  so,  wot  I  wel,  I  schal  hefen  fare. 

)3ei  wonnden  me  in  cloutes,  for  cold  &  for  schame, 

ffor  I  ne  scholde  forfare,  fei  hulede  mi  11  came.  208 

and  unable      Al-Maner  qutk  J)i?ig  pat  is  porw  Godes  miht, 
myself  like      Whon  hit  come))  furst  for]),  co?i  hi??i-self  diht, 
young  things   Jja])  of  hi??i-self  kyndcliche  wede, 

And  con  hi??i-self  pwrchase  mete  to  his  nede,  212 

And  haj)  porw  kynde  mi3t  for  to  gon, 

)?er  kynde  of  mon  ha])  ri3t  non, 

Bute  vn-mijti  wrecches  alle  are  we. 

Hou  scholde  I  be  proud,  whon  I  pis  se?  216 

2.  how  Adam    l^at  o])wr  is,  whou  I  ferake  on  Adam  and  Eue, 
Paradise "       J     Hou  }>ei  werew  in  paradys  wel  &  wip  leue ; 

\)er  w^})-oute?^  sywne  fei  mi3te  haue  hen  in  blis, 
3if  pei  nedden  agult  a3eyn  god,  i-wis ;  220 

per  pei  mi3tew  haw  I-wonet  in  murfe  &  in  wyune  : 
for  their  sin.     But  souc  pel  Were  driue?i  out,  for  fei  dide  siwne. 
And  perfore  ha  we  muche  wo,  serwe  &  vuel-far<?, 
And  wone/i  in  ])is  middel-ert  in  serwe  &  in  care.       224 
Weilawei  &  weilawo,  pat  synne  was  I-wrou3t ! 
In  muche  peyne  for  si/me  are  mony  men  l-broujt ; 
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228 


232 


Alle  wo  &  seknes  fat  eny  mon  is  Inne, 

Al  is,  for  he  haj)  i-greuet  ofte  god  av?"])  synne. 

]ier  is  \n  fis  world  muche  falshede, 

}per  is  no  treufe  wel  neij,  in  Avord  ne  in  dede, 

J3e  sone  be-gilej;  J)e  fader,  J>e  dou^tur  J)e  moder, 

Jje  sibbe  ))e  fre«de,  vche  mon  ofer. 

Nis  no  worldes  blisse  J?at  nul  ouM?'-go, 

Ke  nout  noi  murie  on  eorfe  \ai  nis  meynt  wtj)  wo. 

But  J)e  blisse  of  paradys,  fat  lastef  euer-more,       » r.  ro 

Whon  I  )je?«ke  J)e/*on,  me  longe]?  fider  sore.  236 

Hou  scholde  I  ]je?me  be  proud  for  eny  \\ngy 

Or  eny  ofer  mon,  fat  is  in  longyng] 

T^E  f ridde  ])i?ig  is  fat  I  f e?«ke,  fat  I  schal  weTide  hewne 

J     Out  of  fis  world,  but  wot  I  neuer  whe?me,         240 

Ke  wot  I  whodwr  mi  soule  schal.  f e?-fore  sore  i  drede : 

ffor  aSiur  mi  werkes  are,  schal  hit  haue  mede ; 

liiht  as  I  haue  deseruet,  f  e  weole  or  f  e  wo 

Certeinliche  schal  I  haue,  i  raai  not  fle  f er-fro.  244 

Beo  I  in  mi  put  leid,  \er  \fotmus  schul  eten  me, 

Worf  e  to  nou3t  schal  I  f  erane,  as  neuer  liedde  I  be ; 

)3e  her  of  myn  hed,  jeleuj  so  f  e  wex, 

Schal  dwynen  a-wey  so  dof  f e  drex, 

Mi  feire  ejen  schulen  out  renne. 

Mi  white  t«f  schulen  foule  grenne, 

Mi  feire  ho?ides  and  fingi-es  longe 

Schul  rote  &  stynke  swif  e  stronge. 

Men  wol  for  mi  good  make  striuyng 

And  puyte  me  out  of  al  my  f ing- 

jpulke  fat  werere  I-wowt  ofte  me  to  grete, 

)5ei  wol  not  her  f  onkes  w«f  me  meete. 

Alle  f e  frendes  fat  I  now  haue, 

ffor  me  gladliche  wol  f ei  don  al  fat  I  craue  ; 

"VYeore  I  in  mi  graue,  out  of  heore  siht, 

Luite  wolde  f ei  for  me  do,  be  dai  or  be  ni^t. 

liedde  I  neuere  so  muche  good,  al  hit  wolde  5 

Whon  mi  sotde  &  mi  bodi  ar  pa>-ted  a-two. 

Mi  bodi  schal  leuew  her,  mi  soule  farera  he«ne 

Al  f  e  worldes  pride  luitel  helpef  f  enne. 

Yiterde^  hodes  and  Clokes  also,  \^^,'^3^'^^l  ?™"^*'r?^?' 

'  ff.  lytered,  Mirk  Iiistr.  v.  1146. 

Al  fat  vile  pride  schal  don  hem  f ul  wo ; 
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All  man'.s 
woe  comes 
from  his  sin. 


Little  troth 
is  in  this 
world ; 


its  mirth  is 
mixt  witli 
woe. 


How  ran  I  he 
proud  ? 


S.  When  I 
think  where 
I  >^liall  i^) 
after  death. 


and  how 
worms  sh.iU 
eat  me. 


my  ejres  sliall 
drop  oat. 


252     my  liands  rot. 


256 


260 


264 


my  friends 


leave  me 
helpless. 


Now,  vitred 
lioods  and 
cloaks 
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Men  wear 
(lii$;ger8  and 


short  coats 
too  (t.  Hicli. 
11): 

iftlieir 
breeches  tore, 
you'd  see 
then' genitals. 
Women  also 
wear  horns  on 
their  lieads, 
made  of 
beaver  and 
wood, 
with  sillc 
veils, 

anil  turiid- 
back  tiglit 
gowns  (?). 


If  they'd 
Miinl<  liow 
font  tliey  are 
in  Ixtdy  and 
sonl,  they'd 
weep. 


How  should  I 
be  pi-oud  ? 


You  said  I 
sliould  be 
held  an  Un- 
man if  I  as- 
sociated with 
poor  men. 


But  if  I  and 

a  poor  bepsir 
were  nuked. 


)3ei  struye  godes  good  J)er-wi]5  :  And  toriie  hit  to  fen, 
J3at  muche  mihte  helpe  :  Sely  i^oro  men.  268 

Now  is  non  wor])  a  fart, 
But  he  here  a  baselart 
I-honget  bi  his  syde, 

And  a  swynes  Mawe,  &  al  is  for  pride.  272 

God?^§  grame,  stirap  on  his  cappe  is  knit, 
])ai  an  vnche  haf  he  not  on  for  to  sit ; 
Muche  meschef  and  gret  colde  :  On  his  hers  he  has, 
Men   mijte,   jif  his   brech  weore   to-tore    :   Seon  his 
genitras.  27G 

And  also  fis  wy?nmen  :  )jat  muchel  hauute]?  pride, 
Wijj  homes  on  heore  hed  :  Pinned  on  vch  a  syde, 
Maad  of  an  old  hat  :  And  of  a  luytel  tre,      >  =  get  fashion 
Wi]j  selk  scleyres  I-set  aboue  :  Apparisaunt  to  be  j  280 
Heore  Eeuersede  gydes  :  On  hem  are  streyt  drawe — 
But  al  be  of  Jje  newe  aget^  :  Hit  is  not  worj)  an  hawe. 
)3ei  wenen  a  ben  ful  feire  :  And  wonder  foul  ))ei  be ; 
And  a  wolden  be-J)enken  hem  :  Of  heore  priuete       284 
And  hou  foule  ]jei  are  :  In  soule  and  in  bodi, 
)?ei  ou3te  wi})  heore  wepyng  :  Make  heore  chekes  rodi. 
But  fei  leue  pride,  &  o\iuv  sywnes  mo, 
Schortly  to  telle,  to  helle  schul  Jjei  go.  288 

Whon  I  })enke  her-vppon  :  Mi  care  is  wel  fe  more ; 
Luytel  wonder  is  hit  :  jjauk  I  ^ke  sore. 
Hou  scholde  I  be  proud  or  eiles  modi  ] 
Alle  oujte  we  to  be  for  synne  sori. —  292 

3it  ])ou  cou?iseildest  me  a  luytel  while  ere 
Jjat  I  scholde  not  be  pore  mennes  fere ; 
Jjou  seidest  I  scholde  be»  holdeu  an  vn-niou. 
No-mon  wol  sigge  so  fat  eny  good  con.  296 

J)au3  I  &  a  pore  Mon,  Jjat  begge])  his  fode. 
Be  not  I-liche  riche  of  ))e  worldes  gode, 
Men  mai  seo  fe  so])e  &  J)e  skile  rijt 
Hou  we  schule  bitwene  vs  vre  loue  di3t :  300 

3if  I  do  mi  c\o\us  of  anon  to  my  liche 
\)ai  I  am  iclofed  in,  fat  be))  gode  &  riche, 
And  a  pore  beggere,  fat  haf  muche  wo, 
Wif  cloutede  clofes  dude  also,  304 

And  we  stode  naked  bofen  I-fcre : 


p 


XXXVII.  Dispvie  hetwcen  a  Good  Man  mid  the  Devil.    337 

BoJ)e  mi^te  we  jjewne  ben  o]??n'es  pere  ;  we  shoaid  be 

Hose  vs  seje  and  knewe  vs  neyj)er, 

)5e/me  raijt  fei  wene  J)at  we  were  brejjer.  308 

be/me  most  I  loue?i  hijn,  and  he  louen  me,  so  we  must 

love  one 

Whon  vre  kynde  robes  be  J)  of  o  ble :  another." 

J)o  are  ))e  Eobes  we  were  w/))  I-bore — 

At  we  ligge??  &  rote,  ne  worf  ]>ei  to-tore  ;  312 

Let  us  be  lyk  in  sum  firag,  as  wel  I  wot  we  are, 

Al-|>au3  I  be  riche,  &  he  pore  &  bare." 

E  wikked  gost  onswerde  J>o  Tiie  DevU 

And  bad  let  fat  tale  go,  316^**' 

"  Lete  we  J)is  dispuytyng 
And  speke  we  of  anofer  fing. 
Jjou  spekest  &  seist  J)e  prest  ha)j  forbode 
"NVrabbe  &  onde,  borw  biddj'ng  of  gode.  320  "Enrvwaa 

TT-i.  t  \      1        r  never  for- 

Hit  was  Jiener  forbode  of  no  wys  mon,  bidden  by  a 

wise  man. 

But  of  sum  folte,!  bat  no  good  ne  con.     '  n-^""!^,'  !-f*,-.  v 

>    r  o  0.  Fr.  folet,  foolish. 

3if  pou  sest  J)i  hxo])iir  or  J)i  kun  or  a-nojjur 

pat  he  be  feiror  \)en  J)ou  be,  or  wisor  ^en  J>ou  oujwr,         wiio'd  wame 

Or  ricchor  or  baldor  or  be  of  beter  i-told  :  »orry  to  see 

.  any  one  eUe 

baui  biH  herte  be  wo  be»er  off 

'^       ^  '^  tlian  vour- 

&  of-finke  J?at  hit  is  SO,^  »  w.  326-7  in  the  MS. one  ?erse.  se"?'" 

"Who  mihte  fe  blame  1  328 

"Wel  mijt  \)on  femie  Jjinke  schame 

And  vuel  may  hit  ]je  like 

)3at  he  schal  be  so  hei3  :  And  fou  not  so  riche."  ^ 

"KE  gode  mon  wel  vnderstod  » inMs.2w.  332  xiieGood 

J     )3at  J?at  \)e  to^ur  seide  was  not  good. 

"  Aftur  J)i  COU?«Seil  wol  I  not  do,  answerd: 

ffor  ]je  prest  seide  not  so. 

Ko  mon  ha])  so  muche  good  :  J3at  I  wolde^  he  hedde 
more,  1  r.  noide  336 

Ne  so  feir  ne  so  strowg  ne  so  wys  of  lore, 

Hit  of-))um;heJj  me  nouht  :  Ne  jjer-to  haue  I  non  onde,    "i  never 
ffor  al  ))e  godes  fat  mon  ha))  :  Is  of  godes  sonde.      339  fneh!l|^. 
God,  J)orw  whom  comej)  alle  fing  :  Con  ful  good  skile, 
Alle  worldes  winne  :  He  sendej),  whon^  he  wile.  » r. whom  Godsends 
VHai  scholde  I  for  monnes  god  haue  sorinesse,  wuu.'" 

"Whon  I  haue  for  h.vn  nener  J)e  lesse  1 
God  delej)  his  dole  :  To  pore  and  to  riche,  344 

VERNON    MS.  z 
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"God  gives 
not  alike  to 
all; 


He  who 
envies  is  not 
wise." 


"  Wrath 
never  was 
sin. 


And  jiue])  wit  and  auhte  :  But  not  alle  I-lyche. 

Whon  he  haj)  I-^iuen  his  J>ing  :  As  Icliatie  I-seyd, 

Vche  mon  of  his  del  :  Schulde  liolde  liim  paid ; 

'No  mon  schulde  gruechen  :  Of  ojjeres  wcl-fare,         348 

And  jif  he  dojj,  for  sofe  :  He  mispaye])  god  fare. 

ffor  god  wol  3iue  :  To  whom  his  wille  is. 

Whose  haj)  envye  fer-to  :  ffor  soJ)e,  he  nis  not  wys." 


As  he  does 
to  you,  pay 
him  Uick! 


If  you  don't, 
he'll  give  you 
two. 


Iiit  him  under 
the  jaw. 


knock  his 
teetli  out. 


if  lie's  too 
strong  for 
3'<>u. 

get  some 
mates. 


l^E  false  schrewe  onswerde  jjore     ' 
J     And  bad  hym  sigge  so  nomore. 
"  J3ou  spekest  of  vvra])J)e  in  ]ji  tale 
And  seist  hit  is  a3eyn  soule-hale. 
)jat  is  not  so)),  but  falshede ; 
Wrajjjje  was  neue?-e  syuful  dede. 
3if  eny  mon  a-gult  a^eynes  fe, 
Smytej)  or  elles  puitej)  ])e, 
Ofer  seij?  |)at  fe  is  him  lof  : 
Ne  most  you  fewne  nedes  be  wroj)  1 
3if  Mow  mis-seij)  fe  or  de)j  fe  schame : 
3if  ])o\i  be  wroJ),  ho  schal  J)e  blame  1 
As  he  dojj  bi  ]>e,  nijt  and  day, 
Quit  hbn  wel,  ^if  ])at  Jjou  may  ; 
3if  ])0\i  mowe,  worse  ;  in  eny  wyse 
Loke  fou  ^elde  him  his  seruyse  ; 
3if  ]Jou  forberest  0  bisemare, 
He  wol  ^iue  Jje  two  ful  ^are. 
A3eyn  o  word  sei  fou  two 
And  mak  hi??z  wvop,  ar  )?ou  go, 
And  spek  wij)  hym  baldeliche 
And  mis-seye  hym  schomefulliche  ! 
3if  eny  Mon  \>e  mis-dej), 
Smyt  pyn  hond  vnder  his  tejj, 
Wi])  Swerd,  Knyf,  Staf  or  Ston 
Lei  on  faste,  and  Jjat  anon. 
And  bet  him  wel  wijj  ]?e  beste, 
J3at  his  tej)  al  to-breste  ; 
Or  on  ])e  hed  ponne  hard, 
}3at  he  go  wryjinge  ])e7meward. 
3if  he  is  strong  or  of  miht  heij, 
put  ])on  ne  miht  comen  hym  nei3, 
Tac  J)e  felawes  fe  by-syde  : 


352 
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360 


364 


372 


376 


380 


384 
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J3e  hardiloker  maijt  fou  abyde, 

And  go  sech  him  be  wei  and  strete, 

Stint  J)ou  nou3t  til  ])ou  him  mete, 

Lei  on  faste,  spare  no-fing,  *  388 

To  grou??de  sone  J>ou  him  bryng, 

J3at  he  perfore  grunte  and  grone  ;         • 

And  wame  al  o^ere  bi  him  one  ! 

J^n  may  J)i  word  springe  arilit  392 

]3at  \)on  art  hardi  mon  and  wiht ; 

Alle  men  of  J»e  pe/me  schule  be  fert 

J?at  bifore  wolde  mis-seye  J)e  in  J)i  bert ; 

J3e7me  mi^t  J?ou  go  boJ)e  quit  and  sker  396 

Wher  J)ou  wolt,  fer  and  neer." 

l^E  goode  mon  wel  vnderstood 

J     J3at  his  cowjseil  was  not  good.  399 

"  3if  I  be  wroj)  and  sore  agreued  :  WiJ)  eny  Mon  alyue, 

Ich  0U3te  seche  pees  of  hym  :  fful  hastihche  and  blyue. 

Mi  Pater  noster  ne  my  crede  :  K^e  myn  Aue  Marie 

biddynge, 
Whyle  ich  am  in  wra))J)e  :  AvayleJ)  me  uo-))hynge. 
3if  Mon  be  -wrof,  hym  is  Jje  wors  :  And  jjat  on  mony 

syde—  404 

J3at  schul  3e  wite  fat  hit  is  so))  :  3if  ,6  wollep  abyde : 
Wrafpe  and  vuel  wordes  :  Old  sore  newef, 
And  make))  to  do  |>e  dede  :  J3at  eft  fid  sore  rewej). 
Wraffe  is  a  wikked  fing  :  Hit  mengef  J)e  herte  blod  408 
And  make])  mon  ofte  out  of  wit  :  J3at  he  con  no  good, 
He^  make))  mon  ofte  do  pe  dede  :  )3at  eft  tome))  to 

grame,  » r.  m% 

Bete  Men  and  ofte  sle  :  And  do  ful  muche  schame,  411 
Wou/ide  men  and  heme  men  :  Eobben  and  to-reuen ; 
And  euere  are  {lei  in  serwe  and  wo  :  A-Morwen  and  at 

Euen. 
"VVTion  he  is  wel  a-wreken  :  Aftur  his  wille, 
Jjen  he  is  Avel  apayed  :  And  gof  for))  wel  stille, 
He  wene))  to  here  ))er-of  :  Xo  more  ti))inge :  416 

Bote  fe  synne  fer-after  :  Schal  him  to  schome  brynge ; 
Ne  schal  he  him  no-wyse  :  So  wel  him  schilde,^  ir.hyde? 
)5at  he  (!)  ne  schal  for  pe  synne  :  Sum  schome  be-tyde, 
But  hit  beo  J)orw  schrift  :  And  fe  prestes  rede  420 


tlirash  him 
aii'l  ground 


Tlien  all  folk 
'11  fear  you." 


The  Good 

Mail 

aiiawerd: 


"When  I'm 
wrotli,  my 
prayere  are 
of  DO  avail. 


Wrath 
renews  old 
gores; 


Bat  the  sin 
brin^  them 
to  shame. 
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"God  is  the 
Judge. 


No  ninn 
fhnuUl  take 
vengeance. 


Let  nn  angry 
fool  talk 
liimself 


He  keeps  a 
fiiir  castle 
who  keeps 
Ills  Mouth 
well." 

The  Devil 


"  How  can 
men  be  rich 
without 
Covetous- 


Tlio  rich  man 
is  held  of 
great  worth ; 


the  poor  has 
little  joy. 


)5at  fe  synne  be  bet  :  And  a-Mended  Jje  deede. 

J3e  hei^e  kyng  of  heuene  :  Is  ri^tful  lustise, 

AUe  folk  schal  he  deme  :  Bofe  foles  and  wyse ;        423 

He  ha]j  set  his  lawes —  :  No-Mon  scholde  hem  breke, 

J3at  no-mon  in  his  wrajjjje  :  Scholde  him-self  wreke. — 

3it  on  o^pur  wyse  ofte  mon  is  wro|) 
And  sei))  to  his  broJ>Mr  ))iwg  )j«t  him  is  lo|>. 
Jje  wysore  of  hem  two  :  )3en  schal  holde  him  stille  428 
And  snffre  fe  more  fol  :  Siggen  al  his  wille. 
ffor  he  fat  chydej)  al-one  :  Hit  wol  sone  awey  fare, 
Hit  wol  not  longe  lasten  :  Wijj-outen  onsware  ; 
Whon  he  hajj  al  seid  :  Jjat  he  sigge  wile,  432 

He  wol  ben  in  pes  :  And  cunne  fe  more  skile,  i  om. 
And  [bidji  for-3iuen  his  wraj)])e  :  Jpau^  jjei  duden  ille, 
And  coTznen  his  felawe  more  ponk  :  fFor  he  heold  him 

stille. 
yd  eny  wikked  wordes  or  dedes  :  Bi-fore  weren  I- 

wrouht,  436 

)5ei  schul  fenne  Jjorw  wrafjje  :  Ben  al  out  I-brouht ; 
Al  J)e  worste  J5at  fei  cunne  :  Jjenne  avoI  fei  s^x^ke. 
And  dele  grete  strokes  :  ffor  to  ben  a-wreke. 
Her-of  is  I-writen  a  word  jjat  is  con}) :  440 

*  He  kepe})  a  feir  castel  fat  kepej)  wel  his  Mou)).' " 
p%E  wikked  schrewe  onswerde  pon 
J     }jus  to  fe  gode  mon  : 
"  Ne  f orbed  he  neuere  :  )5at  I  fe  plihte, 
Mon  to  be  riche  :  3if  he  miht : 
Hou  mijte  men  on  e[n]y  wyse 
Be  riche  wif-outen  couetyse  ] 
Jje  riche  Mon,  Avher  he  is, 
Holden  is  bofe  3ep  and  wys, 
fforj)  I-cald  and  muchel  of  told, 
ffor  he  ha])  good  mony-fold  ; 
He  is  holden  of  muche  pris. 
And  al  for  good  Jjat  is  his. 
)3e  pore  Mon  al  fat  schal  misse ; 
Haf  he  non  such  worldes  blisse ; 
His  Meeles  are  ofte  lene — 
Luitel  hit  helpef,  fau^  he  him  mene — 
His  Eobes  are  badde  and  finne, 


444 


448 


45ii 


456 
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Luitel  he  liaj)  of  worldes  wynne. 

Pwnieye  J)e  wel  on  vche  a  syde,  460 

J3at  such  teoiie  ]>e  ne  be-tyde  ! 

Jif  bou  ne  const,  I  wol  be  teche  "niteii  you 

Hou  J?ou  schalt  good  to  pe  reche  ncu. 

And  riche  mon  bi-come  and  wlouh  464 

And  haue  of  alle  goodes  I-nouh, 

And  wif-outen  eny  synne 

Geten  I-nouj  of  worldes  wynne. 

Beo  peny  pound  bi-twene  two  468 

j3ou  maijt  gedere  mo  and  mo, 

Al  wif  queyntise  and  wij)  ginne 

Muche  good  maijt  Jjou  wynne. 

Slep  fou  nou3t  to  muche  a-niht,  472 

But  win  Jje  good,  hou  J»ou  miht ; 

Een  a-boute  bi  fe  strete, 

Bi  wey  and  bi  weonlete ; 

5if  }»ou  seost  in  eny  wyse  476  Takeany- 

Wher  eny  bi-^ete  wol  arj'se,  can°kiy  h"id 

Tac  sum,  and  lef  I-nouh — 

J50U3  Jjou  do  so,  hit  nis  no  wouh  ; 

Haue  J}ou  no  doute,  I  rede,  of  fas,  480 

'No  mon  wot  ho  hit  was, 

J3auh  Mon  make  muche  fare, 

j}e)'-of  haue  Jjou  no  care, 

Ne  died  no-Jjing  J?e  prestes  curs —  484   Don't  dread 

Jjerfore  Jjou  schalt  neuere  be  Jje  wors.  curse, 

JS'e  spare  non,  Jjer  Jjou  gest,  -^ 

Xoujjer  Jje  pa?-sun  ne  Jje  prest ; 

Tac  Jje  part  of  heore  tyjjinge  488   i>ut  take  part 

And  here  hit  horn  to  Jji  wonynge. 

And  so  Jjou  mijt  muche  good  take 

And  be  riche  monnes  make. 

Whon  Jjou  hast  Jjus  wel  bi-gonne  492 

And  muche  good  hast  I-wonne, 

)3at  Jjou  hast,  kep  hit  wel,  aire  nothing 

Jjerof  3if  Jjou  neuer  a  del ;  ""*'■ 

But  men  bringe  two  for  on,  495 

3iue  hem  not,  but  let  hem  gon  ! 

))er  wol  come  to  Jjin  hous 
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"  If  any  one 
comes  to  you 
for  a  girt, 


send  him 
away  with- 


Tlie  Good 
Man  an- 
swerd : 


"  Men  may 
be  ricli  right- 
fully. 


500 


504 


508 


What  each 

gets  liimaelf, 


let  him  use 
tor  liis  own 
needs,  for  the 
Churcli,  and 


Whoever 
doesn't  piiy 
Titlie  lias 
God's  curse. 


Mony  on  ful  coney  tons, 

ffor  to  haue  of  fi  finge, 

To  here  a-wei,  and  noujt  to  brynge  : — 

So  wole  fei  don  eft-sone ; 

Let  he??i  gon  riht  as  fei  come  ; 

Let  hem  seclie  heor  owne  bi3ete 

As  Jjou  dud  est,  or  elles  lete ; 

Let  hem  fare  neer  and  ferre 

And  for  fe  neu«>"  be  Jje  nerre  ! " 

I^E  gode  mow  wel  vnderstod 

J     ])at  at  o\ur  seide  was  not  good. 

"  Couetyse  is  not  good  :  ffor  hit  is  forbode, 

So  sei))  J»e  prest  on  his  bok  :  jjovw  biddyng  of  gode. 

Men  mo  we  wel  be  riche  :  Wliose  hit  may  wynne     512 

Wi))  rihte  &  wif  treiife  :  And  wijj-oute?^  synne ; 

\Vi]j  trewe  craft  and  Marchau/idise  :  Wel  wynnen  he 

may, 
But  Eobbe  ne  to-reue  :  Noufer  niht  ne  day. 
Mony  on  w/J)  falsnesse  :  And  wi])  Oker  also 
HaJ)  so  muche  good  :  J3at  he  not  wher  hit  do  ; 
)3at  may  ben  here  his  heuene —  :  At  his  endynge 
In  to  pe  put  of  helle  :  Sone  hit  wole  hym  brin.,fe. 
3if  Mon  haj)  eny  fing  :  Bi-gete  wi])  trewenesse 
Of  worldliche  good  :  More  o])er  lesse, 
Tac  to  his  nedfulnesse  :  j5er-of  what  he  wile. 
And  do  to  holi  chirche  :  Jjat  riht  wole  and  skile  : 
Of  al  })at  newe})  him  be  jere  :  Do  his  tipinge, 
And  foure  tyme  in  J)e  ^ere  :  3if  his  OfFringe ; 
|?e  pore  schal  he  helpe  :  Also,  pat  ha])  nede, 
5if  hem  mete  and  drinke  :  And  clo])e  hem  wi})  wede. 


516 


520 


524 


Hose  wol  not  ti})e  :  J?at  god  him  ha])  I-lent, 
His  lyf  and  his  soule  :  Bojie  schul  be  schent ; 
He  schal  for  pe  synne  :  Haue  Godes  curs. 
And  eke  alle  his  goodes  :  Schul  fare  wel  pe  wors 
His  godes  schulen  at-falle  :  And  faste  a-wey  go, 
And  for  pat  ilke  synne  :  Mony  on  hauej)  \if>. 
)3at  is  in  tonne  and  felde  :  Scene,  sikerli, 
)5at  fewe  aren  in  londe  :  }3at  linen  rihtfuli : 

])Q  eor))e  ^elde])  not  fruit  :  As  hit  wont  was, 
Of  Corn  of  pe  feld  :  Ne  of  pe  Medcwe  Gras, 


528 


532 
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l^e  non  o)»er-cunne  fruit  :  }3e  folk  for  to  frore — 

I-wis,  hit  is  for  sjTine  :  jjat  moiiy  Men  is  pore. — 

Haue  ))ou  neuer  so  muche  :  Of  workles  good  here,    540  "aii  worldly 

Al  schal  passen  a-wey  :  As  lantum  hit  were,  pass  away. 

flFor  to  haue  fin  herte  :  To  muche  J)er-Iune, 

Of  J)i  mok  to  make  pi  god  :  Hit  is  dedly  synne.  To  make  a 

And  jit,  ar  fow  war  be  :  ffrom  Jje  wol  hit  fare,  544   «»»•»• 

J3e/me  schalt  |)ou  haue  perfore  :  Bojjc  serwe  and  care. 

And  jit  at  J)in  ende  :  Gret  stryf  in  cas. 

And  pmte  Jje  out  :  Of  al  fat  fin  was  ;  547 

Jjin  Executours  schul  take  :  ]3i  gooiles  at  heore  M'ille         vour  Kxwu- 

And  lete  fi  soule  ligge  :  In  pyne  ful  stille.  v^rgo^ 

Beo  fou  in  fi  put  i-broujt  :  Wormes  schul  eten  fe,  wi.iie  worms 

And  sone  schalt  fou  be  for-jeten  :  Siker  mayjt  fou  be.     ^^^^'^• 

jjerfore  I  rede,  as  Salamon  his  sone  bad,  552 

J)«t  vche  Mon  skilfuli  of  his  god  mak  him  glad, 

Mete  and  drynke  and  clef  :  Catel  and  ofer  f yng 

J}at  nedful  is  to  haue  :  Wif-outen  wastyng ; 

Jje  pore  schal  he  helpe  :  Wher  fat  is  nede,  55G   nierefore 

Of  fat  god  haf  him  sent  :  Don  his  Alnies-dede,  yoiLeir, '"^'^ 

3if  him  mete  and  drynk  :  And  clofe  him  wif  weile —       feeUhim, 

In  al  fi  werkes,  be  fe^  syker  :  Jje  l)etter  schalt  fou 

spede  ;  i  r.  j>ou 

3if  him  of  fi  Cuppe  :  Of  fat  is  fer-in,  560 

"Water  to  drynke  :  Ale  ofer  Wpi ;  give  iiim 

And  jif  he  haf  nede  :  Cleije  him  fe  neer  '""*' 

And  make  him  sitte  &  warme  him  :  Bi  fyn  hote  fuyr ;    warm  inm 
Bedde  hym  esyliche  :  3if  fat  he  seek  be,  564   andbedimn. 

And  serae  hi?/i  wel,  for  his  loue  :  ]3at  al  haf  jeuen  f  e. 

Worldes  wele  is  wonderful  :  Wel  may  I  seyn,  Woridiy 

Lyk  fe  se  fat  flowef  :  And  ebbef  a-jeyn;  liia  flows  lik-e 

J3er  nis  no  sikernosse  :  In  f  is  worldes  won,  568 

No-mon  not  whon  hit  wole  :  A-wei  from  him  gon, 
Ne  how  longe  hit  wol  laste  :  Ne  how  luytel  while— 
Jjulke  fat  hit  louef  most  :  Ofte  hit  dof  hem  gyle. 

He  fat  louef  catel  wel  :  And  bounden  is  in  Couetyse, 
He  schal  ben  I-bounden  :  In  freo-kynne  Avyse  :  573 
iJoujt  and  drede  are  fe  two  :  ]3at  schul  bynden  hym 

faste, 
J?e  f  ridde  is  muche  serwe  :  Jjat  euermore  schal  lastc. 


thet 
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"  Kor  pain, 
men  travel 
ill  rain  and 


They  fear  to 
lose  their 
goods. 


If  they  do 
lose,  let  them 
think  of  Job. 


He  still 
thunkl  God, 


and  blest  His 
name." 


The  Devil 
said, 
"  As  to 
Lechery, 


mayn't  a 
man  do  as 
Nature 
prompts  ? 


Ofte  for  his  catel  :  Mon  moot  wake  of  slepe,         576 
Trauaylen  in  reyn  and  in  snowh  :  Beo  fe  weyes  neuer 

so  depe, 
ffrom  toune  to  toune  :  BoJ)e  fer  and  neer, 
As  Chapmen  mote  don  :  To  heore  niestcer ; 
Oner  J>e  salte  see  ofte  J>ei  fare  580 

fPor  heor  Marchauwdise,  in  gret  jieril  and  care, 
And  ofte  and  mony  a  ty me  :  [lesef]  ^  Catel  and  heore 

lyf  1  MS.  heore 

And  make])  vuel  to  fare  :  Bofe  Chyld  and  Wyf.       583 

Ojjer  Men  dyke  and  delue  :  And  gon  to  fe  plouh, 
To  Cart  and  to  Jjreschynge  :  And  ojjur  swynk  I-nouh. 
Whon  he  wij)  his  swynk  :  HaJ)  wonne  gret  bc-3ete, 
Euere  he  is  afert  :  Jjat  he  schal  hit  forleete ; 
And  ^if  he  hit  leten  schal  :  Hyra  is  wo  ferfore, 
And  is  so  sori  fenne  :  ))at  euer  Avas  he  bore. 
j3ou3t  and  drede  &  sorinesse  :  Aren  JMonnes  fo- 
He  ou^te  neuere  loue  :  \)mg  pat  do))  hym  so  wo. 
3if  he  leose  eny  ping  :  And  he  gret  good  con, 
Beo-penk  hym  of  lob  :  J)at  was  a  good  mon : 
He  hedde  of  alle  richesses  :  Swipe  muche  won 
And  in  a  luytel  while  :  He  nedde  riht  non ; 
j)o  he  hedde  riht  nou3t  :  But  al  was  a-go, 
Ke  seide  he  for  his  harm  :  Enes  '  me  is  wo,'    >  = 
But  louede^  God  wel  :  And  ponkede  hyra  pon — 
He  dude  as  pe  wyse  :  So  schulde  eueri  mon; — 
Nolde  he  not  for  his  los  :  Noping  sori  be,  GOO 

'  God,'  he  seide,  *  hit  me  jaf  :  And  bi-raft  hit  me ; ' 
Ne  grucched  he  noujt,  but  powked  godcs  sonde 
And  seide  '  blesset  be  his  nome,  in  wate?*  &  in  londc.'  " 


588 


592 


596 

praised 


T^E  wikked  gost  onswerde  pon 

J     And  seide  pat  he  was  a  folted  mon. 

'*j3ou  spekest  of  Lecherie 

And  of  fewe  wordes  makest  monye ; 

ffalse  wordes  wolt  pou  leeue  &  here  he??z  gladli- 

Jjou  nost  what  pou  menest,  i  sigge  pe  sikerli ! 

Of  luytel  wit  hasten  Mynde  : 

Ke  mot  a  Mon  don  his  kynde? 

Hit  was  ordeynd  porw  Godes  biddyng 

At  pe  worldes  be-gynnyng. 


004 


608 


612 
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Beo  J>i  tale  )»ow  woldest  hit  biinge 

Al  to-gedere  in  to  spousynge 

Or  elles  leue  fat  game, 

)3at  me  nedde  of  God  blame. 

"Whose  aftur  ])i  couiiseil  do)), 

Eepente  him  schal,  I  sei  for  so]) : 

He  |)at  take))  h}Tu  to  spousyng, 

Mai  not  lyuen  for^  no  fing,  i  r.  &e? 

Bote  holden  he  mot  to  his  wyf 

And  hen  in  Cuntek  and  in  stryf — 

Betere  him  were  dihte  and  go — 

ffor  weddyng  is  pe  longe  wo. 

"When  he  ha))  a  wyf  I-take, 

He  mai  hire  nou3t  forsake  ; 

He  fat  haf  a  schrewe  to  wyne, 

Of  vche  a  day  him  finke))  fyue ; 

Of  muche  Murfe  he  schal  niisse 

And  euere  ha  serwe  and  neuer  blisse, 

J3er  anofer  mai  leue  and  take 

"Wher  he  wole,  and  eke  forsake ; 

Lihtliche  and  glad  may  he  go, 

\Yhon  he  \ai  is  bouwden  schal  be  ful  wo, 

And  be  liht  and  lolyf 

More  ))en  on  J»at  haf  a  wj'f. 

ffor-fi  I  rede  fat  men  do  so 

And  lete  weddynge  a-wey  go." 

"I^E  goode  Mon  wel  vnderstod 

J     )3at  his  con?^seil  was  not  good. 

"  He  is  a  fol  and  nofing  wys  :  Jjat  folewef  fi  Eed  : 

J3e  Mon  fat  folewef  his  flesches  lust  :  His  soule  schal 

be  ded; 
But  jif  he  do  knyndely  :  And  wif  spoused  fere,       644 
In  helle  he  schal  a-buggen  :  His  flessches  lyking  here. 
Jjer  beof  forw  godes  lawen  :  Ten  Comaundemens, 
J3at  vche  mon  oujte  kepe  :  Elles  he  brekef  his  defens ; 
Spous-bruche,  forsof  e  :  Is  f  e  grettest  of  alle —  648 

\)o  fat  aren  I-weddet,  kep  hero  wel  :  ]5at  f ei  f er-Inne  ne 

faUe; 
He  fat  wol  folewen  his  flessches  lust  :  And  f e  lawe 

breke. 


616 


620 


624 


628 


632 


636 


640 


Another  can 
leave  and 
take  wiieu  he 
Ukes, 


and  be  jollier 
than  one  witli 
a  wife." 


TlieGood 
Man  an- 
swered: 


sliall  pay  for 
his  pleat 
iu  MeU. 
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"  Mat!  may 
liave  one 
wife,  for 
childbearing. 


Hut  leave  the 
gaiiiu  of  For- 
iiicutiuii, 


or  yon'Il 

change 
Heaven  for 
Hell. 


You  become 
the  Devil's 
thrall  when 


and  you  shall 
be  punisht 
everlastingly. 


Ne  J)inke  hira  no  wonder  fenne  :  fauj  god  on  hym 

a-wreke. 
^lon  in  Godes  lawe  :  Mai  wel  haue  a  Make,  652 

To  do  \vi])  hire  liis  wille  :  fEor  childberynge  sake, 
And  louen  eifer  o)jer  :  Whon  tyrae  is  and  leue, 
And   liclden   hem   wel    to-gedere    :    As   Adam   dude 

and  Eue. 
But  hit  beo  in  wedlac  :  In  alle  wyse  lef  fat  game     656 
And  Hue  in  chastite  :  And  be  wijj-outen  blame  ! 
Gret  schome  hit  is  and  synne  :  I  swere  fe  be  lieuene, 
To  spende  fi  fyue  wittes  :  In  eny  of  J)e  synnes  seuene, 
jpat  God  J)e  ha])  I-3iiien  :  And  fine  lymes  alle,  660 

fFor  to  kepe  fe  wif  :  In  synne  fat  fou  ne  falle. 
A  foul  chaunge  hit  is,  forsofe  :  And  a  gret  vuel, 
To  chaunge  heuene  for  helle  :  And  God  for  fe  deuel ; 
Jjat  dostou,  as  ofte  as  fou  syngest  dedli  6G4 

And  brekest  godH*-  comauredemews  &  dost  a  g>-et  foli ; 
\)Q  deueles  fral  fou  be-comest  :  Whon  f ou  dost  fi  miht 
To  foule  fi  clene  soule  :  Bi  daye  or  be  niht . .  .  (some  w.om.) 
!Niht  and  day  he  studief  :  And  castef  his  gynne       668 
How  he  may  bi  alle  weyes  :  A  wommons  loue  Avynne ; 
Nil  he  neuer  stunten  :  He  sweref  his  of,  '  om.  Ben 

Ar  he  haue  his  wille  i-don  :  Be  god  neuer  so  wrof.  671 
And  heo  wol  haue  hhn,  lieo  self  :  Enermore  to  dwelle, 
Eafer  fen  heo  hym  for-go  :  Ben^  in  fe  put  of  helle. 
But  wusten  heo  what  hit  were  :  ]3e  leste  pyne  f  er-Inne, 
ffor  al  f  e  good  in  eorf  e  :  f  ei  nolde  don  dedly  synne  ! 
ffor  fei  nolde  not  be  war  :  Er  fei  coome  fare,  676 

In  pyne  schul  fei  euer  be  :  In  serwe  and  in  care. 

\)o  fat  aren  gode  :  Liuen  in  muche  wynne ; 
J)e  gode  gon  a  Godeshalf  :  })e  deueles  limes  to  synne, 
Whon  fei  comen  to-gedere  :  Eif  er  on  of  er  wynkef ; 
Jjat  fei  ne  hedde  heor  synne  i-do  :  Longe  f or-to  hem 

f  inkef ; 
Whon  fei  seo  heore  tyme  :  Wol  fei  not  longe  dwelle. 
Bote  fei  do  f e  dede  :  Jjat  echef  f e  fuir  of  helle. 

Jje  fuir  fat  is  in  helle  :  Is  euer  Brennyngo,  684 

J5e  synful  wrecche  soules  :  )5er-Inne  pynynge  ; 
)3e  Mo  fat  are  f er-Inne  :  ]5e  hattore  is  fe  lye, 
And  f 0  pyne  hardore  :  )?at  fe  soules  drye. 
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696 


700 


Heo  beoJ»  grete  foles  :  ffor  sofe  I  sigge,  I-wis,  688 

)5at  make))  Jie  pjTie  more  :  And  hattore  Jjen  hit  is. 

Jjulke  fat  brekef)  godes  word  :  )3orw  heor  dedly  synne, 

})ei  lihten  J»e  fuir  :  J3at  fei  schulen  breiinen  Inne.     691 

Godes  Comau?Kleme«t  J)ei  breke  :  Al  fat  dof  lecherie  : 

In  helle-fnir  scbul  J)ei  euer  be  :  Heore  peynes  to  drie." 

■p%E  wikkede  gost  onswerede  ]>o 

y  And  seide  fat  hit  was  not  so. 

"  So  J)OU  seist  as  false  men  do  : 

]3at  Sleuf  e  is  synne,  and  is  not  so, 

Men^  mot  bane,  jif  fei  may,  '  r.  Mon? 

Ese  and  reste,  nijt  and  day. 

In  Bedde,  in  Mete  beo  al  at  his  ese 

And  mak  fe  bodi  eiier  wel  at  ese. 

After  fi  def  wost  fou  not  what, 

What  fou  schalt  bane,  fewk  wel  on  fat ! 

While  f  ou  mi^t,  make  f  e  glad  and  muri ! 

Lengor  liuef  a  glad  mon  fen  a  sori. 

Al  knowe  I  wel  f  i  resun 

And  what  be-toknef  f  i  lessun  : 

fibr  Men  scholde  to  chirche  gonge, 

To  here  Matins,  !Masse,  and  Euensonge, 

Heore  pater  nost?/'  to  sigge,  Aue  Marie,  &  Crede, 

And  ete  of  prestes  holy  brede. 

Wliat,  wenest  f ou  for  such  fing 

J3i  soule  in  to  heuene  bring  ? 

Ho  bi-gon  furst  to  Avorche, 

And  whi  was  maad,  holichirchel 

Of  Prestes  couetise  hit  was  bifouht 

]pat  churche  was  furst  I-wrouht, 

ffor  he  wolde  haue  offryng 

And  liue  bi  o\ur  mennes  fing. 

He  wole  a-^Iorwe  BeUe  rynge. 
And  f  enne  wol  he  Matyns  synge  ; 
Ajid  jif  f er  luite  folk  comef  f erto, 
He  wol  hije  faste  and  haue  T-do ; 

And  3if  \er  muche  folk  come,  I  sigge  fe, 
He  wol  make  gret  solempnite : 
Eeuesten  him  f  e«ne  wole  he  wel 
Wif  riche  pal  and  scndel, 


"  They  are 
great  fools 


who  light  the 
fire  that  they 
shall  burn 
in." 


04 


08 


712 


716 


20 


724 


Holy  Cliun-li 
was  derived 
only  for 
Priests'  gain. 


irreirfolk 
come  to 
Matins  the 
Priest  soon 
stops; 
bat  if  many 
rome,  great 
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lioly  water  is 
sprinkled, 


tlie  Priest 
liolds  up 
his  liiiiids, 

and  sings 
away 


if  folk  bring 
Offerings ; 


then  gives 
'em  holy 
bread. 


But  he 
always  says, 
'  briiig  your 
offerings  and 
tithes.' 


If  you  want 
to  hear 
(Service, 


He  wol  don  on  his  canter-copc^ 
And  gon  as  he  were  a  Pope ; 

Sifen  he  wole  wiJ5  springel-stikke 
3men  holy  water  a-bouten  fikke, 
And  syngen  loude  Avi)?  schil  jjrote, 
And  sei])  hit  is  pe  soule  note 
Jjat  pG  prest  seij)  and  dof — 
Jje  folk  wenep  pat  hit  be  so]) ; 

Bi-fore  his  Auter  he  wol  stonden 
And  holde  vp  an  hei3  bofe  his  honden, 
He  wol  synge  mony  a  prowe, 
Su?n-time  heije  &  sum- time  lowe, 
He  wole  him  turne  &  take  good  hede 
5if  eny  Mon  him  bringe  mede. 
3if  niuche  folk  come  and  fringe 
Offringe  faste  him  to  brynge, 
He  wole  amende  faste  his  song — 
J3at  tyme  pinkej)  him  not  long. 
And  whon  fei  wole  him  no-fing  brynge, 
Lust  him  no-ping  for  to  synge, 
ffaste  he  h^ep  hym  to  spede 
And  3iue])  hem  of  his  holy  brede — 
J3at  is  pe  beste  of  al  his  dede, 
ffor  hit  helpe]}  to  monnes  nede ; 
|?au3  hit  be  luytel,  hit  turnelp  to  gode, 
ffor  hit  helpep  to  Monnes  foode. 
Whon  he  hap  al  I-do, 
He  3iuep  heom  leue  and  let  hem  go ; 

But  euer  a-Mong  al  opur  nede 
His  oune  erende  wol  he  bede, 
Jjat  pel  brynge  heore  offrynges 
To  Chirche,  and  heore  typinges. 
Wei  pou  wost  pat  pis  is  sop  : 
Al  for  his  owne  gode  he  hit  dop ; 
Kepep  he  nou3t  of  heore  comynge, 
But  3if  pei  wole  hhn  eni  good  bringe. — 
But,  3if  pou  wolt  on  eny  wyse 
At  Chirche  here  pi  seruyse, 
A-tome  pou  mai3t  ful  wel  abyde 
Til  he  haue  seid  pc  laste  tyde ; 
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And  jit  niaijt  J)ou  lengore  dwelle  768 

And  come  be  tjme  to  \>e  gospelle  ;  drop-in  ute, 

A-tome  raaijt  J)ow  do  good  nede 

And  come  to  J)e  ^fasse  crede ; 

And  jif  )>e  luste  rijt  wel  slope,  772 

Cum  whon  he  do])  of  his  Masse-cope ; 

And  feij  ])o\i  ne  come,  ne  jif  no  tale,  «ny  time 

Til  he  halibred  be-ginne  to  dale  :  the  bread  i> 

°  divided," 

Jjenne  maijt  Jjou  ben  al  jare,  776 

And  horn  wij?  fi  neijebors  fare." 


P 


E  goode  Mon  wel  vnderstod  TiieGood 

Man  an- 

pat  his  techynge  was  not  good.  swerd: 


"  Al  fat  ])ou  spekest  hit  is  noujt  :  Jjow  mijtest  wel  be 
stille,  780 

Al  J>at  \>G  bodi  lyke]>  wel  :  Is  ajeyn  pe  soule  -wille. 
Ese  and   reste   and   muri   lyf  :  Men   lykeb   wel   and  "Menyiife 

''  •'        ^  brings  the 

wymmenne,  Soui  in  strife. 

But  |)ei  brynge  fe  soule  in  strif  :  Ajeyn  ]>ei  wenden 

henne. 
J3e  bodi  and  fe  soule  bep  :  TTel  neih  euere  wrof  : 
ffor  ])at  Jje  bodi  lykej)  wel  :  Is  to  J)e  soule  lo]).  785 

Muche  tale  J)ou  makest  :  J3e  foule  bodi  to  queme.  You  care  for 

But  of  fe  seli  soule  :  Takest  ])ow  no  jeme.  not  tue  soui, 

Aftur  fat  J)e  bodi  dof  :  Schal  Jje  soule  fynde  788 

And  in  peyne  or  in  loye  :  Euere  ferof  haue  mynde. 
3if  ilen  loue  to  slepe  :  Whon  fei  scholde?^  wake, 
jjenne  schal  fe  soule  :  In  stude  of  loye  haue  wrake. 
^Monnes  lyf  nis  bote  schort  :  So^e  wol  hit  go,  792 

Bote  fe  sely  soule  :  DuyreJ?  euer-mo  ;  which  lasu 

J?e  soule  schal  faren  his  wey  :  pe  bodi  schal  a-byde  '"^  *''*'' 

And  not  noujt  of  fe  soule  :  What  hit  schal  be-tyde. 
But  wel  I  wot,  and  soJ>  hit  is  :  After  monnes  dede,  796 
Whon  he  is  forj)  faren  :  He  schal  hauen  his  mede : 
3if  he  haue  loued  god  :  And  kept  his  biddynge, 
j)e  blisse  of  heuene  schal  he  haue  :  Wif-outen  endynge  ;   and  goes  to 
Ou\iur  in  to  peyne  schal  he  be  broujt,  800  hX""  °' 

3if  he  haue  fer-aftur  wroujt. — 

j3''j'fore  is  ned  on  alle  wyse  So  men 

:Men  to  go  to  Godes  seruysc  SlrvicfeTriy 

And  wake  J>e  more  and  slepe  J>e  lasse,  804   *"    ^  *' 
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and  eonffesg 
tlieir  sins  at 
once: 


«ii(l  oon- 
ti  1 1  lied, 
tliey  '11  lie 
ill  fire. 


To  here  Matyns,  Euensong,  and  Masse. 

Whon  men  han  a3eyn  god  :  In  dedly  synne  falle, 

Heo  oujten  for  to  wepe  :  And  Merci  to  God  calle, 

And  wenden  to  \q  prest  :  Hastiliche  and  sone  808 

And  tellen  him  in  sclirif  :  What  synne  he  hajj  i-done. 

A  fool  he  is  fat  a-byde]3  :  Eny  gret  stounde, 

Til  fer  come  more  sor  :  And  cleue  to  fe  wounde. 

Also  hit  fare)?  bi  synne  :  I  wot  wijj-outen  wene,       812 

As  do  J?  be  J)e  wounde  :  While  hit  is  newe  and  grene. 

])Q  leche  clansej)  Jje  wounde  :  Clene  in  fe  ground 

And  leif  salue  a-boue  :  And  makejj  hit  hoi  and  sound  ; 

Men  may  for  a  wounde  :  Or  for  a  luitel  sor,  816 

]jote  hit  be  sone  I-heled  :  Be  worse  and  wel  mor : 

3if  o  sor  come  to  ano])er  :  Jjenne  are  Jser  two, 

And  jif  he  longe  a-byde  :  jjen  wol  fer  be  mo ; 

His  owne  bone  mai  hit  be  :  Longe  for  to  abyde —    820 

J^rfore  I  rede,  sech  leche-craft  :  Soone,  what  be-tyde. 

Also  hit  faref)  bi  synne  :  3if  hit  I-hud  is  ; 

Bote  hit  be  to  J)e  prest  :  Soone  I- told,  I-wis, 

Hit  drawej)  hem  to  helle-grouwde  :  And  byndef  hem  to 

peynes  stronge ;  824 

)3e  hardore  peyne  schal  he  haue  :  3if  he  fer-Inne  ligge 

longe. 
\)Q  lengor  fat  men  a-byde  :  )3e  latere  come))  bote ; 
Jjei  stonde  Avel  fe  fastore  :  Whon  fei  haue  take  rote. 
)?au3  ]\Ien  fallen  in  synne  :  Gret  wonder  hit  nis ;      828 
But  ligge  stille  fer-Inne  :  Jjat  is  wonder  gret,  I-wis ! 
3if  fow  liggest  in  fe  fuir  :  And  brennest  on  eny  wyse, 
Who  is  for  to  wyte  :  jji-self  wolt  nou3t  arise  1 
Myn.de  haf  he  non  :  Of  God  ))at  hym  wrouhte         832 
And  on  J)e  Roode-tre  :  Wi))  his  passion  him  bouhte. 
Wel  hit  is  I-seene  :  }?at  ))ei  are  ful  slowe 
)3at  to  fe  prest  nil  not  :  Heore  synnes  ben  a-knowe, 
And  luytel  fonlc  )jei  cunne  god  :  ffor  his  goode  seruyse, 
Whon  fei  wole  not  for  his  loue  :  Out  of  synne  aryse. 
}3inke  no  mon  wonder  :  Jjauh  god  wif  hem^  be  wrof 
And  take  vengeaunce  on  hem  :  Beo  hem  neuer  so  lo)) ! 
Schriuef  ow  be-tyme  :  ffor  loue  or  for  feer,      »  ms.  iiim 
fEor  God  take))  wreche  :  Heer  or  elleswher;  841 

Bi-weope))  30ure  synnes  :  And  cxi^o^  God  Merci, 
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And  to  alle  his  werkes  :  BeoJ)  euere  redi ! 

AVhon  hit  is  halyday  :  Vche  Mon  ouhte  wi|)  rihte    844 

To  heere  his  seruyse  in  chirche  :  ^ii  he  on  eny  wyse 

mihte, 
And  not  in  sleujje  ligge,  :  In  bed  a-tonie  abyde 
Til  \)e  prest  haue  I-seid  :  pe  laste  non-tyde. 
3if  ]30U  go  at  morwe  :  And  Matyns  here  erliche, 
Hit  is  J)e  soule  profyt  :  I  sigge  Jje  sikerliche ; 
)3eih  ])i  flesch  grucche  :  Lette  nouht  perfore — 
J3e  ofter  ]jow  ouercomest  hit  :  Jji  Meede  schal  beo  \>e 

more; 
3if  |)ow  herest  Matyns  and  Masse  :  And  takest  haly 
brede,  852 

To  Bodi  and  to  soule  :  j3ow  wynnest  muchel  Mede. 

After  Mete  loke  pou  go  to  J?e  prechynge, 
3if  eny  beo  in  toime — lette  for  no  ))ynge — 
And  J)at  J)e  prechur  preche|j  :  Ynderstonde  hit  wel,  856 
And  do  as  he  |)e  teche])  :  1  rede  ])e,  vche  a  del, 

3if  Jjer  no  prechyng  be  :  Go  visyte  Jje  seke, 
Cumforte  hem  wi])  fin  Almes  :  And  "wij*  fi  wordes 
Meke. 

Aftur,  whon  fei  rynge  :  Go  to  Euen-song, 
And  lette  for  no  cuwpaignye  :  J3at  fow  art  aMong ; 
3if  ))0\v  do  not,  for  soJ>e  :  )jou  dost  fe  deueles  wille, 
Whon  |)0U  ia  gangly ng  and  drynkyug  :  Dwellest  vrip 
hem  stUle. 

Whon  Euensong  &  curnplyn  bo])e  hen  ido, 
How  to  ])i  soper  ]>en  wel  maijt  ^u  go. 
1  rede  fenne,  ar  J)OW  go  :  ffidliche  ia  to^  J>i  bed, 
Jjonke  crist  of  j>at  day  :  }3at  fow  hast  wel  1-sped 
And  3if  J)ou  ou3t  hast  mis-done, 
Aske  him  merei,  I  rede,  sone ; 
Be-teche  ])i  lyf  and  fi  soule  :  To  God  Almihti : 
And  J>enne  maijt  |)ou  slepe  :  wel  and  sikerly. 

Whon  ))ow  risest  vp,  ponke  god  :  Inwardliche  wip  al 

J)i  miht,  872 

)3rtt  J)e  ha]»  saued  from  encu»ibreracHt  :  Of  \>e  ffend  ]?at 

niht ; 
Be-teche  al  in  godes  bond  :  J3i  preyers  and  ))i  dedes, 
J3i  mttes  and  ])i  willes  :  And  al  Jjyn  oj>er  nedes.        875 


848     go  to  Matins 
early. 


After  yonr 
meil,  hear 
Preadiiiig,  if 
tliere  is  any ; 


860    OotoEven- 


864 


868 


aiifl  Com- 
pline, and 
tlien  lioine  to 
supper  and 


committing 
vourseir  to 
God. 
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"  Do  all  your 
work  trucly. 


Be  true  in  all 
things." 


The  Devil 
suia: 


Men  'lul  die 
if  they  Uiilii' 
eiit  and 
drink. 


What's  til 
good  of 
Fasting? 


Who  can 
work  with- 
out a  good 
meal? 


If  a  man 

eats  till  he'8 
sick. 


A  vise  fe  in  al  Jji  werkes  :  )3ow  saue  fe  from  dedli  synne, 
And  do  as  I  couwseyle  J)e  :  And  heuene  schalt  fou 

"winne. 
In  what  werk,  Mon,  J)at  pou  be  :  worche  euer  trewli, 
Or  fou  schalt  haue  peine  \erioxQ  :  3if  Jjou  worche  falsli ; 
3if  \o\y  take  here  \i  fuUe  huyre  :  And  dost  not 

f idliche  J)i  werk  pe^-fore,  880 

In  helle  or  in  purgatorie  :  )3i  peyne  schal  be  wel  fe 

more. 
Of  what  condicion  so  Jjou  art :  Trewe  in  alle  ))ing  f  ou  be, 
And  do  so  to  vche  mon  :  As  }jou  woldest  he  dude  to  fe ; 
And  loke  in  al  pat  pou  seist  &  dost  :  jjat  God  be  euere 

apayd,  884 

And  lef  sleupe  &  al  oper  synnes  :  As  Ich  haue  I-seid ! " 
T^E  wikked  gost  onswerde  jjon 
y  And  seide  :  "  pou  art  a  ^lad  mon  ! 
Jjauj  pou  woldest  now  be-ginne  888 

And  sigge  \ai  glotenye  were  sinne, 
Beter  pe  were  pi  langlyng  lete. 
Men  scholde  dye,  jif  pei  ne  ete, 

And  bote  pei  drinke  wel,  also ;  892 

Xo  ISIon  mai  Hue  wip-outew  hem  tAvo. 
To  Badde  couwseil  art  pou  euer  jare. 
To  fFastyng  and  to  vuel  fare. 

What  good  coinep  of  fastyng  1  896 

ffeyntyse,  Idelnesse,  &  now  o^ur  ping. 
j?at  maijt  pow  wel  wite  be  skil. 
'Whon  pe  flesch  hap  Mete  &  dri/ike  at  wil, 
)3en  is  he  redi  to  fihte  and  chide  900 

Wip  alle  po  pat  gon  and  ride. 
Ho  mai  duire  for  to  swynke. 
But  3  if  he  ete  wel  and  drinke  ? 

Hunger  makep  man  beo  bi-hynde  904 

In  vche  a  werk,  as  I  fynde. 
Gode  driwkes  &  Metes  wel  I-diht 
Are  wel  I-loued,  and  pat  is  riht. 

3if  he  beo  a  stout  sweyn,  908 

He  etep  til  hit  come  v])  a3eyn. 
Al-pauh  hit  be  so  pat  he  caste — 
So  he  mihte,  pauh  he  faste — 
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Hit  nis  for  no  dronkenesse,  912 

But  for  ofer  seknesse. 

Wlion  he  is  heled  of  fat  sore, 

He  may  ete  aud  drinke  more,  he  can  begin 

And  make  glad  and  blife  chere —  916 

ffor  euere  is  ale  and  wyn  good  fere. 

Et  faste  and  drink  wel  :  And  sleep  euere  a-mong :  Eat,  drink, 

sleep,  and 

And  fenne  mayht  fow  lyue  :  3eres  monye  and  long.         live  long." 

"KE  gode  Mon-,  pat  in  god  was  stable,  920  The  Good 

J     Ynderstod,  fat  he  seide,  was  fable.  sweni: 

"Wei  I  wot  Jjat  men  mote  line  :  Be  Mete  and  be  drynk. 

As  skile  is  and  resun  :  And  iMesure  in  alle  fyng.  "Bemoder- 

)3ei  fat  liuen  as  beestes  :  Aren  wijj-outen  lay,  924  tilings. 

Jjat  erliche  etef  and  drynkef  :  And  holdef  on  al  day. 

pe  beest  dof  his  kynde  :  And  fe  glotuii  synne 

Dof  ajeyn  his  kynde  :  J3at  wol  neuer  blynne. 

Suche  foule  glotounes  :  Dof  a-jeyn  fe  lawe.  928   Gluttons 

Ar  fe  wombe  be  f ul  :  Beo  fei  neuer  fawe ; 

J3e?me  wol  fei  chiden  and  fijten  also —  ci'ide  and 

Serwe  on  heore  hedes,  but  fei  wel  do  ! 
Mete  and  drynke  is  ^i\ie7i  to  mon  :  As  salue  to  sore,  932 
)jat  neodful  is  to  take  peroi  :  And  neuere  a  del  more. 
3  if  fow  to  muche  salue  :  Leyst  to  fi  sar, 
Hit  wol  beo  fi  def  :  Bote  fow  sone  be  war ; 
So  Avol  hit  of  Mete  &  of  drinke  be  :  936 

\)i  soule  bone,  3if  pan  take  mor  pen  nedejj  pe. 
"NVhon  mon  hab  at  Meel-tyme  :  Such  as  he  wile,  At  meals, 

eat  what  you 

Tak  fat  he  haf  neode  of  :  Be  Mesure  and  bi  skile,  need; 

And  parte  wif  fe  pore  :  Of  fat  is  on  [his]^  bord,      940  share  with 

And  not  in  his  wombe  :  ilake  al  his  hord —    »  ms.  )>y 

ffor  f er  is  foul  tresorie  :  And  al  ful  of  stinke. 

Al  fat  f ou  takest  mor  pen  neod  is  :  In  peyne  f ou  schalt 

of-finke. 
In  f  e  Bok  of  priuetes  :  Glotons  are  Manased  so :      944 
*  Ajeyn  0  drau^t  f  ei  drirake  ouer-muche  :  Jjei  schid  han 

f  re  or  two 
Of  hot  led  and  walled  bras.  :  pei  schul  beo  ful  wo, 
ffor  stynkyng  brumston  and  for  pich  :  )jat  in  heore 

f  rotes  schal  go.' 
)3us  seide  fe  prest  fat  god  wol  take  wreche,  948 

VERNON    MS. 


!  poor. 
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The  Devil  got 
wild  with 
anger. 


as  he  couldn't 
answer  more. 


and  orderd 
him  sliow  his 
ugliness. 


Tlie  Good 
Man  orost 
himself. 


and  orderd 
him  go  back 
to  Hell; 


Clirist,  grant 
us  tlie  bliss 
of  Heaven ! 


But  3  if  36  leue  sywne  and  do  as  I  ow  teche." 

T^E  wikkede  gost,  f  er  he  stood, 

J     Wox  for  \vra|)]je  wel-nei3  wood, 

ffor  he  was  ouer-comen  and  be-hynde —  952 

ffor  mo  onsweres  coujje  he  not  fynde. 

J3e  gode  Mon  J?e?me  was  a-bascht 

And  lokede  on  fe  wikkede  gast 

And  seide  :  "  now  wot  I,  ]50w  art  non  956 

Mon  mad  of  flesch  and  bon  ; 

I  vnderstonde  wel  be  J)i  spelle 

)3at  J)ou  art  fe  deuel  of  hello. 

I  pe  Comaunde,  foule  ))ing,  960 

In  J)e  nome  of  heuene  kyng, 

)?at  J)ow  me  noting  drecche, 

But  bi-cum  now,  foule  wrecche, 

As  foul  as  J)ou  were  964 

In  helle  wij)  ])i  feere." 

Xe  milite  he  no  leng?«'e  a-byde, 
Bote  bi-com  fo  also-tyde 

ffoul  as  helle-Sathanas,  968 

As  Blac  as  eny  pich  he  was — 
How  foul  he  was  con  I  not  telle, 
But  foul  he  stowk  as  stunch  of  helle. 

\)Q  gode  mon  blessed  hi??z  wij)  pe  Crois  972 

And  crz3ed  on  God  wij?  loud  vois, 
Bi-fore,  be-hynde  he  blessed  him  fast, 
And  Comaujidede  fat  sori  gast 

ffor  to  we?Klen  :  and  so  he  dude  f  o,  976 

To  pat  stude  pat  he  com  fro. 
Pouwer  hedde  he  no  lengore  dwelle, 
But  wente  douw  riht  in  to  helle. 

J3e  gode  Mon  wente  hom  his  way,  980 

And  serued  god  wel  to  pay. 
And  jjonked  hhn — so  ouhte  he  wel — 
}5at  him  sauede  from  pe  deuel. 

Ihesu  Crist  such  grace  vs  sende  984 

Hym  to  serue  to  vre  lyues  ende, 
And  kep  vs  from  pe  sy?«nes  seueue. 
And  grau?«t  vs  alle  pe  blisse  of  heuene  !  ^ 

1  Tlien  follows  in  MS.  Vern.  >o  riJte  put  of  helle,  3rd  part  of  the  legend  of  St. 
Michael  iu  the  South  Kngl.  Legendary,  fol.  CCXCI,  here  written  in  half  lines. 
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XXXVIII.    Castel  of  %mt}   foi.ccx«i. 

Her  bygiwnet  a  tretys 

)5at  is  yclept  Castel  off  Loue, 
):at  bisschop  Gro3tey3t  made,  ywis, 

ffor  lewecle  mennes  by -hone. 


The  Cattle 

of  Loce, 

by  Bp. 

Gro8ta>te. 


1  "KAt  good  jjenkej),  good  may  do, 
y  And  God  wol  helpe  liim  |>ert 
ffor  nas  neuere  good  werk  wroi;3t 
\Vt>oute  be-ginninge  of  good  |,ou3t,  ^^^^^ 


I  w.  1-18  cf.Fr.  text: 

Ky  bien  pense   bien  puet 

And  God  wol  helpe  him  ferto ;  J^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

De  iiul  bien  fet  coineiiCfr. 
duint  a  li  iieiixcr, 

el 


Xe  neuey  was  Avrou3t  won  vuel  ])in< 
J3at  vuel  J>ou3t  nas  J)e  biginnyng. 
God  ffader  and  Sone  and  Holigost, 


iiiuiid, 
Dcti  )e  pere  e  den  le  fiz 
E  deu  li  seinz  esperii, 
Persoiies  treis  en  trinite 
E  un  8ul  deu  en  unite, 
Sanz    fin,   sauz    conience- 

bat  aUe  Ving  on  eorbe  sixt  and  wost,  a  v\  bonur  e  gioire  apent. 

II 11U8  doint  ses  oures  fere 
E  nns  defende  de  eontrere. 
(Tlie  V.nfi\.  text  dues  not 
give  a  favourable  idea  of  the 
translator's  intelligence.) 


May  God, 
one  and 
three. 


Jjat  0  God  art  and  frilli-hod, 
And  Jjreo  persones  in  on-hod, 
"Wijj-outen  ende  and  biginninge  ; 
To  whom  we  ou3ten  oner  aUe  finge 
"NVorschupe  him  wi])  trewe  loue, 
)3at  kineworjse  kyng  art  vs  aboue  ; 
In  whom,  of  whom,  J)orw  whom  beoj) 
Al  fe  goodschipes  |)at  we  here  i-seof  : 
He  leue  vs  Jjenche  and  worchen  so 
)5at  he  vs  schylde  from  vre  fo. 

^Alle  we  habbej)  to  help  neode,    »  vi 
)5at2  we  ne  be  J?  alle  of  one  ))eode 
!Xe  I-boren  In  one  londe     '  r.  J>ah 
Xe  one  speche  vnderstonde. 
Ne  mowe  we  aUe  Latin  -svite, 
Ne  Ebreu  ne  Gru  pat  bef  I-^\•rit«, 

1  Ed.  before  by  Weymouth,  Philol.  Soc.  1864,  and  from  another  (un- 
known) MS.,  by  Halliwell,  1849.  The  poem  is  a  very  old  translation  of 
Hob.  Groshed's  (f  1253)  Chastemi  Samour,  or  Carmen  de  creat'wtie  mundi 
(ed.  by  M.  Cooke,  R.  Grossetete  Carmina  anglo-normannica,  Caxton  Soc. 
1852),  and  was  made  in  the  latter  half  of  the  13th  cent,,  in  the  dialect  and 
perhaps  by  tEe  author  of  the  '  Harrowing  of  Hell '  and  '  Marina  '  (MS.  Harl. 
2253).  The  subject,  with  its  personification  of  the  4  cardinal  virtues,  resting 
ultimately  on  Psalm  88, 11,  became  a  great  favourite  in  medieval  literature : 
it  is  treated  in  the  Cursor  Mundi,  in  the  Abbey  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in 
Lydgate's  Life  oLSt  Mary^  and  his  Court  of  Sapience^  Later  translations 
^e^xtantin  MS.  Egerton  927,  made  by  a  monk  of  Sawley  in  Yorkshire  (ed. 
in  the  Appendix),  and  in  MS.  Ashm.  61,  fol.  78  (ed.  in  Altengl.  Legenden, 
Neue  Folge,  p.  349 — 354),  which  contains  only  the  first  part  (to  v.  554). 
Cooke's  ed.  of  the  French  text  is  quite  insufficient,  and  full  of  mistakes. 

A  A  2 


12 


16 


1  VT.  19-37  cf.  Fr.: 
Tuz  avuin  mester  d'aie, 
E  trestaz  ne  poeut  niie 
Saver  le  langage  en  fin 
D'Ebren,  de  griu  ne  de  latin, 
Pur  loer  son  creat[e]ur, 
Ne  la  buclie  de  ehantenr 
Ne  soit  clos  de  deu  loer 
Ne  son  seint  noin  nuncier. 
Ke  chescun  en  son  langage 
Le  conuisse  sanz  folage 


shield  us 
from  our 
Foe! 


We  can't 
all  know 
Hebrew, 
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French, 
or  other 
tongues. 


so  I  shall  tell 
in  English, 


sind  how  he 
lost  it, 


of  Christ's 
regaining  it, 


thro'  alight- 
ing in  ii 
Castle, 

Mary's  body; 


Ke  ffrench  ne  fia  oper  speclien  son  deu,  e  sa  redempcinn. 

J5at  me  mihte  in  world  seclien,  son 

io  herie  god,  vre  derworjse  drinte ;    ^«  letirure  ne  eiergie. 

Ac^  vche  mon  ou3te  wip  al  his  mihte     >  ms.as;  om.in  h. 

Lof  ^-song  syngen  to  god  jerne  i  ms.  Loft 

Wij)  such  speche  as  he  con  lerne  ; 

No  Monnes  Mouj)  ne  be  I-dut 

Ne  his  ledene  I-hud 

To  seruen^  his  god,  pat  him  wroujte 

And  maade  al  fe  world  of  nou^te. 

ON  Englisch  I-chul  mi  resun  schowen 
ffor  him  fat  con  not  I-knowen 
Noufer  ffrench  ne  Latyn. 
On  Englisch  I-chulle  tellen  him 
Wherfore^  pe  world  was-  I-wrouht,         I 
}3er-aftur  how  he  was  bi-tauht 
Adam  vre  ffader,  to  ben  his, 
Wijj  al  J)e  merj)e  of  paradys, 
To  wonen  and  welden  to  such  ende. 
Til  pat  he  scholde  to  heuene  wende ; 
And  hou  sone  he  hit  for-les  ; 
And  sejijjen,  hou  hit  for-bouht  wes 
^jjorw  pe  heije  kynges  sone,  »  w. 

)5at  here  on  eorpe  wolde  come 
if  or  his  Sustren  fat  were  to-boren, 
And  for  a  prison  pat  was  for-loren,^ 
And  hou  he  made,  as  ^e  schul  heeren, 
Jpat  heo  I-custe  and  sauht  weren  ;  62 

And  to  wjuche  a  Castel  he  alihte 
\)o  he  wolde  here  for  vs  fihte — 
jjat  pe  Marie  bodi  wes, 
J3er^  he  alihte  and  his  in  ches.      »  ms.  ))at,  h.  Therin;  cf.  v.  ccc. 

And  tellen  we  schulen  of  Ysay,^  '  i«.  f»,  c 

Jjat  vs  tolde  trewely 
"  A  Child  pe?'  is  iboren  to  vs 

And  a  Sone  I-jiueu  vs,  60 

Whos  nome  schal  I-nempned  been 
"Wonderful,  as  me  may  I-seon, 
And  God,  mihtful,  and  right  wys,^        *  Lat.  eonsiiiarius 

Of  be  world  bat  [to]  ^  COmen  is       »  om.;  Lat.  Pater  futuri  seciUi. 


32 


36 


40 


44 


V.  47-82  wanting  in  the 
lioeni,  hut  taken  from 
Latin  title  or  index. 


V.  49  &  50  to  be  transp. 
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35"; 


J  H.  lintel.   Cf.  Fr.  Latin 
Index :  prudeiis  lector 
qui  iiorit  8ugere  mel  de 
petra  oleumque  ile  saxo 
durisximo,  scriptum 
inveniet  plenum 
dulcedine  celesti. 


84 


LOrd  fe  ffader,  and  Prince  of  pes."  ^ 

Alia  feOS  nomen,  hoU  he  WeS,  >  in  the  MS.  written  in  2  vv. 

3e  schulen  I-heren  and  I-witen. 

lAnd  of  domM-5-day  hou  hit  is  I-TViiten  ;  68 

And  of  heuene  we  schulen  telle, 

And  sumdel  of  >e  pj-nen  of  helle.i    '-,;.e^'',.rtr;tL;^trir 

"KAuh  hit  on  Englisch  be  dim  and  derk 

J     l^Q  nabbe  no  &^^xur  bi-fore  [a]  clerk,  72 

ffor  lewed  Men  fat  luitel  conneii 

On  Englisch  hit  is  fus  bi-gonnen. 

Ac  whose  is  witer  and  avjs  of  wit 

And  jerne  bi-holdejj  ])is  ilke  writ,  76 

And  con  pat  muchel  of  luitel^  vnlouken 

And  Hony  of  fe  harde  ston  souken, 

Alle  poyntes  he  fynde  may 

Of  vre  be-leeue  and  godes  lay 

J3at  bi-fallej)  to  Godes  Godhede 

As  wel  as  to  his  Monhede. — 

Offte  3e  habbej)  I-herd  ar  J)is 
Hou  fe  world  I-maked  is ; 
£for-J)i  ne  kep  I  nou3t  to  telle 
Bote  fat  falle])  to  my  spelle  : 
In  Sixe  dayes  and  seue  niht 
God  hedde  al  fe  world  I-diht ; 
And  J?o  al  was  derworfliche  I-do, 
]iQ  seuejje  day  he  tok  reste  and  ro. 

Lustne])  to  me,  lordynges. 
}3o  God  atte  begynnynges 
Hedde  I-maad  heuene  wif  ginne, 
And  fe  Angeles  so  briht  wif-Inne, 
And  Jje  eorjje  fer-after  fer-wif. 
And  al  fat  euere  in  hire  bi-lyf  : 

^Lucifer  in  heuene  wox  so  proud 
Jjati  he  was  a-non  I-cast  out,  »  ms.  And,  H.That 

And  mo  Angeles  f  e?a  eni  tonge  mai  telle 
ffullen  a-doun  wif  him  to  helle.  100 

And  3it  was  fe  Sowne  fo  seuesyfe  I-wis 
Brihtore  forsofe  fen  heo  now  is  ; 
Also  schon  f  e  Mone  a-niht 
So  dof  f  e  SoHne  on  day-liht.  104 


of  Doomsday, 
of  Heaven 
and  Hell. 


I  write  in 
Englisli  for 
unlearned 
Liylolk. 


88 


92 


in  C  dars  and 
7  nights. 


On  tlie  7th 
day  God 
resteil. 

(Before.  God 
made  Heaven 
and  the 
Angels, 


but  Lucifer 
grew  proud, 
and  was  cast, 
with  many 
An^ls,  down 
to  Hell.) 


The  world 
was  then 
more  beau- 
tiful and 
perfect  tli.Tti 
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H.  simple 


Now  I'll  tell 
why  Aduin 
aiiit  liis  otT- 

b:iiii!<lit 
Heaven,  and 
duunid  to  din. 


God  made 
Adam  in  tin 
vale  of 
Hebron, 


and  of  one  of 
liix  ribs  made 
liim  a  wife. 
Eve; 


wliole  world 
under  his 
lordship, 


Ne  holde  36  hit  not  for  folye, 
ffor  so  seijj  fe  p?-ophete  Ysaye. 
Alle  |je  schaftes  fat  \o^  weren 
More  nii3f  and  strengfie  beren 
Bi-fore  fat  Adam  pe  world  for-les. 
Alias,  w^uch  serwe  and  deol  J>er  wes  ! 

Alle  heo  beojj  I-brouh[t]  to  gi-ounde 
Jjat  of  his  of-springe  beojj  I-founde ; 
Of  heuene-blisse  heo  beof  I-flemed 
And  to  deolful  de]j  I-demed, — 
])Q  Reson  is  good  and  feir  for  win, 
As  I-chuUe  ow  telle  for-pi 
Jpat  3c  schule  loue  God  pe  more 
And  him  seruen  and  clepe  to  his  ore. 
"KO  God  hedde  al  fe  world  I-Avrou3t, 
J     Jjat  Jier  ne  faylede  ri3t  nou3t, 
Beest  ne  ffisch,  ne  ffoul  to  fleon, 
And  vche  fing  as  hit  ou3te  to  beon, 
Elosme  on  B0U3  and  Breer  on  Rys, 
And  alle  ping  betere  jjen  hit  nou  is ; 
And  ])0  he  hedde  al  wel  I-don, 
He  com  to  jje  valeye  of  Ebron  ; 
)3er  he  made  Adam  and  last^  so  Eiche 
Of  eorfe,  after  hym-self  I-liche, 
And  aftur  his  holy  priUi-hod 
He  schop  his  soule  feir  and  good. 

How  mi3te  he  him  more  loue  schowen 
)5en  his  oune  liknesse  habbere  and  owen  '\ 
To  paradys  he  ladde  him  Jjo, 
And  caste  sleep  on  him  al-so 
J3at  of  his  syde  A  Eib  he  nom, 
And  jjer-of  Eue,  his  fe^re,  com, 

He  3af  Adam  Eue  to  wyxie. 
To  helpen ;  he  3af  him  wittes  fyue,i 
To  delen  Jjat  vuel  from  Jje  good, 

3if  he  wel  him  vnderstood ;  1 40 

He  3af  him  3it  more  worschipc  :  ^     1  i4i,  its-i,  iie,  loo-i  added. 
Of  al  \q  world  jje  lordschipe, 
And  alle  fe  schaftes  of  water  and  lond 
Scholden  ben  vndor  his  hond;  144 


108 


112 


IIG 


120 


124 


127 


132 


13G 


'  Fr.  savcir.    i:t9-Ut 
added  to  tlie  Fr. 
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359 


148 


1  o  Jwit,  until,  cr.  472. 

1104,  1412,  Marina  210, 

HaiT.  1*8.  148. 
»  r.  at-spmng  t    Sim. 

at-gprung 


ffeirlek,  and  freodam,  and  muche  miht, 

And  J)e  world  to  delen  and  diht, 

And  paradys,  to  wonen  In 

Wif-outen  wo  and  serwe  and  pyn, 

AVi)>-out€n  dej),  In  goode  lyue, 

)3er  loye  and  Blisse  is  so  ryue,  » 

And  euere  to  libben  I-liche  ^ong, 

O  Jjat^  of  hem  to  weren  and-sprong^ 

Jje  noumbre^  of  fe  soule?*  \a\,  irom  heuene  feUe 

Jjonv  Lucifer  a-doun  to  belle ;  3  h.  taie 

And  wbon  hit  for  J)  com  al  jje  stren, 

So  bri3t  heo  scholden  I-Blessed^  ben 

So  was  fe  Sonne,  as  I  er  tolde, 

Brihtore  pen  heo  now  is  seuen-folde, 

And  so  heo  scholden  to  heuene  wende 

To  pe  Blisse  wi]j-outen  ende 

Wijj-outen  drede  of  de|)es  dome  ; 

And  al  pe  of-spring  Jjat  of  hem  come, 

fErom  Jiat  ilke  day  to  |)is, 

Scholde  so  steyjen  to  heuene-bhs. 

To  ])e  heritage  of  wynne  and  wele, 

A-Mong  J»e  Murfe  of  Aimgeles  fele. 

Two  lawen  Adam  scholde  I-wis 
"Witen  and  holden  In  Paradis  : 
J3at  on  him  was  forw  kynde  i-let, 
}3at  ofer  was  clept  lawe  I-set* 
)5at  on  him  tau3te  atte  leste 
Jjorw  kynde  to  holden  godes  heste ; 
J3at  opiir  lawe  pat^  him  was  set : 
"Of  fe  Appel  Jjow  neuer  ne  et 
Of  Jie  tre  |)at  is  for-bode." 
So  him^  seide  and^  hijte  Gode 
J3at  whon  he  of  fe  Appel  ete, 
Jjorw  de])  he  scholde  Jje  lyf  forlete. 
And  al  fe  kynde  fat  of  him  com 
Scholde  J)ole  fulke  dom  ;  ^  » 1-9-180  added, 

And  3if  he  heolde  his  heste  riht, 
God  3af  him  so  muche  miht 
To  welden  al  fis  worldes  winne, 
"Wif-outen  wo  and  serwe  and  sinne. 


153 


Fr.  glorifiez       156 


160 


164 


168 


MS.  he,  H.  hvm 
MS.  ))at,  H.  and 


172 


176 


180 


184 


Adam's  off- 
spring were 
to  supply  tlie 
nunil>er  of 
Mien  angels. 


Adam  and 
his  offspring 
were  to  go  to 
Heaven  with- 
out dying. 


from  tlie  For- 
bidden Tree, 


or  he  shonM 
die,  and  his 
i-ssue  too. 
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Alas,  AJfim 
ate  the  Apple, 


obeyd  his 
wife, 
not  God, 


and  was  cast 
out  of  Para- 
dise, 

to  swink  and 
8we:it, 
and  die. 


Ii\ieif(>r  nnd 
his  Frieiuls 
were  glad. 


and  made 
sure  that  all 
folk 


J3e  Seisyn  hedde  Adam  J»o 
To  wonen  in  blisse  euere  and  0. 
In  Muche  Murfe  and  loye  lie  wes. 
A-wei,  to  sone  he  hit  for-les, 
His  worschipe  and  his  wel-fare, 
Broujte  vs  alle  in  muche  care ! 
\)o  he  of  ]je  Appel  eet, 
Godes  heste  he  to-brek ; 
J3e  kuyndeliche  and  fe  set  ek, 
BoJ>e  his  lawen  he  to-brek, 
And  rapwre  he  dude  his  wyues  bode 
J5en  he  heold  fe  heste  of  gode. 
"Kus  Adam  forw  reupful  rage 
J     Was  cast  out  of  his  heritage, 
And  out  of  Paradys  I-driue, 
In  swynk  and  swot  in  world  to  Hue. 
Jje  Blisse  of  lyf  he  haj)  forsaken, 
And  to  deolful  def  I-taken. 
Carfuliche  he  haJ)  I-Coren ! 
Now  he  forw  rijt  haf  I-loren 
]iQ  Murfe  fat  he  mi3te  hauen. 
Whom  mai  he  to  helpe  craucn 
Out  of  his  heritage  he  is  pult, 
ffor  synne  and  for  his  owne  gult. 

1  Lucifer  gon  wel  lyke  J)0 
j3o  Adam  was  bi-swiken  so — 
ffor  alle  fe  ffendes  hedden  onde 
Jjat  he  scholde  come  to  fat  blisful  londe 
)3at  he  hedde  Jjorw  pruide  for-lore ; 
Wel  hit  likede  hem  fer-fore. 
So  muche  wox  heore  miht  fo 
Jjat  al  Jje  world  moste  after  hem  go  ;i     i 
And  whon  mon  hedde  I-liued  in  care, 
Atte  last  he  moste  dyen  &  forjj-fare — 
Ne  mijte  him  helpe  no  good  dede 
)3at  his  soule  moste  ^  to  helle  neede ;      i 
ffor  so  hit  was  to^  Adam  bi-speke,  ' 

And  god  nolde  no  forward  breke. 
ffor^  eyle  and  hard  and  muche  hit  wos 
Jpe  synne  fat  \us  fe  world  for-les, 


188 


192 


196 


200 


204 


208 


>  vv.  209-222  added  to  the  Fr. 
(H.  has  same  vv.) 


212 


215 


H.  ne  most 
MS.  bo,  H.  to 


H.  ffull,  Fr 


}20 


.  Trop 
224 
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Jjat  vche  fing  vnder  heuene-ilriht  Thro'  p^^^ 

So  muche  les  of  strengfe  and  miht !  '"*'  "»'s'"- 

God  ne  wroubte  neuer  fat  fing  227 

Jjat  outi  les  forw  his  wonj-ng^-      ]  ^^-^^^l^,„^^ 

tfor  nis  no  wone  on  liini  I-long—      i,i>j;rfi^['-;K^  "\^l 

3if  synne  nere  so  hard  and  strong ;    i^^^.t^l^P^.o^Tfett''''' 

ffor  God  3af  vche  fing  al  his  riht.      ^^[^X""  *''"^  "*"  *'''"' 

Ac  sunne  wonede  heore  aire  miht—  ^'^./i'  ^''"  "^"^  *^* 

ffor  sunne  and  wone  al  is  on.  c^t'deVa.^TSrteme?^-     s'"  f"^  ^»"t 

•      J  J     1       A  1  1.  „  Defaute  e  peclie  eu  un  sea-    ^""^  '"^  *'""^' 

And  wone  dude  Adam  \>o  a-non  tent. 

.       ,  1        1       i        .  .  234.  Par  defaute  ot  tant  de  pertc, 

PO  he  gOdeS  heste  at-Seet,  Kar  defaute  fist  aperte; 

.-,,,  1        ,  Defaute  apres  defaute  fine 

And  eke  po  he  pe  Appel  eet.  Fet  par  droit  perdreseisiue. 

Jjorw  wone  he  lees  his  seysyne,  Thro*  want, 

jjorw  wone  he  brouhte  him-self  in  pyne —  ins  seisin. 

In  be  kynges  Court  jit  vche  day  This  Law  is 

,r„  ,,  ^.r.    used  daily  in 

Me  vsej)  J)ulke  selue  lay.  2iV  tiie  King's 


Ow  is  Adam  wiji  wo  I-nome, 


1>      SUmiespraineiS   Dl-COme,    J,— ;— ^^f,p,rt^^„„t  Adarn  became 

J5at  freore  was  er  fen  eny  fing       ^:'l^^^,^-^r.^  turai.. 

)?at  Huede  vnder  heuene-kyng.        =  T.  ["de^'ndeol^" 

He  is  J)orw  riht  [his]  feuwe  and  fral 

To  whos  seruise  he  vnderstod  w/f-al^  246 

Whon^  he  him  serwede  in  fe-dome 

And  di3ede3  wif-outew  fredome.      '  «•  ^\\'J,'rKi?lhe„?!l",^'^''* 

And  feuwe  and  fral  may  not  craue         "•  ,„'J,^«  '""'°"" '  f'«- 

pOTVf  riht  non  heritage  to  haue  :      '  "•.dede? 

As  sone  as  he  is  bral  bi-come,  and  as  thraii. 

His  heritage  is  him  bi-nome ',  252  iient^ige. 

In  Court  ne  in  none  londe 

Me  ne  ou3te  onswere  hiai  ne  vndw/'stonde. 

)5e?me  he  mot  a-nofer  seche 
ffor  to  schewe  for  liim  his  speche,  256 

Jjat  mowe  his  heritage  craue ; 

And  fat  he  fe^  kynde  haue ;  i  r.  hi»?  h.  that  so  some  free- 

Jjat  he  beo  I-boren  fre,  must  claim  it. 

And  fat  he  ne  eete  of  f e  tre ;  260 

J3at  he  habbe  I-wust  wif -Inne  some  one 

1  ••  .  who's  kept 

pe  f reo  lawen  wif-oute«  synne —  the  3  Laws, 

)3ulke  two  of  PamdyS,  2  of  Paradise, 

And  fulke  of  fe  Mount  Synays  264   andiofsinai. 
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Who  knows 
of  such  a 
man? 


But  now  I 

must  tell  you 
Thp  Parable 
of  the  i  Sis- 
ten'  Dispute, 


A  great  King 
(God)  had  a 
Sou 


equal  to 
himselt^ 


and  as 
mighty. 


This  King 
had  4  Daugh- 
ters: 


1.  Mercy, 

2.  Truth, 

3.  Right, 

4.  Peace, 


Por  CO  le  voil  ci  descrifre. 
H.  Sey  I  may  in  l^is  stede 
As  I  before  dede, 
ffor  now  is  tyme  that  I  hit 

telle, 
ffor  it  behovyth  to  our  spelle. 


276 


280 


Fr.  substance 


)5at  to  Moyses  I-3iuen  Avas, 

)5at  neuer  jute  I-liolde  nas 

Of  non  fat  euer  dude  su7jne. 

Who  mihte  fenne  such  Mon  muwne  268 

Ojjer  penchen  or  I-knowe 

)3at  such  wonder  mihte  Schowc]  ip^.Tclreposeramundit. 

Siggen  I  may  in  fis  stude  fi^b'IL'llSi^mr^l^re. 

\)evoi,  fat  ich  er  dude,  "     ' '      '     '      ' " 

ffor  nou  Ichul  tellen  of  fe  stryf 
)5at  a-Mong  fe  fotire  sustren  lif.^ 

Hit  was  a  kyng  of  muche  miht, 
Of  good  wille  and  gret  in-siht, 
And  pis  kyng  hedde  a  Sone, 
Of  such  wit  and  of  such  wone, 
Of  such  strengpe  and  of  such  chere 
As  was  his  ffader  in  his  manere  ; 
Of  on  wille  heo  weoren  bo, 
And  of  on  studefastschipe  also, 
Of  on  fulnesse^  heo  weoren  out-riht 
And  bojje  heo  Aveoren  of  on  miht. 
Jjorw  J)e  Sone  fe  ffader  al  be-gon^ 
Jjat  bi-lay  to  his  kynedom  ;         ' 
"VViJj  wit  was  his  be-gynnynge, 
Jje  ffader  wolde  to  ende  bringe.^ 

Foure  douhtren  hedde  fe  kyn 
And  to  vchone  sunderlyng 
He  3af  a  dole  of  his  fulnesse. 
Of  his  miht  and  of  his  wysnesse, 
As  wolde  bi-fallen  to  vch  on ; 
And  3it  was  al  pe  foLuesse  on, 
J3at  to  him-self  bi-lay ; 
Wijj-oute  whom  he  ne  mai 
His  kindom  wij)  pees  wysen, 
Ne  wij)  rihte  hit  lustisen. 
Good  is  to  nempnen  hem  forfi. 
\)e  furste  dou3ter  hette  Merci— ^ 
}5e  kynges  eldeste  doujter  heo  is , 
j)at  ofer  hette  Sof,  I- wis ; 
J3e  pridde  soster  Is  cleped  Rijt ; 
Pees  hette  fe  feorfe  a-plijt. 


284 


Fr.  Quankil  voleit  comenceir 
Par  son  fiz  le  vout  cheveir. 

H.  Alle  that  was  of  his  b. 

The  fadur  hit  wolde  to  ende  b. 

288 


292 


296 


300 


304 
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308 


=  i-fed,  odiosns  ? 

Fr.:  Ke  ver  son  seignur  ot  fet 


312 


Fr.  eiivie  (forced  meaiiiiig) 

316 


Wijj-outen  peos  foure  \vi|)  worschipe 
Mai  no  kyng  lede  gret  lordschipe. 
l-fcis  kyng,  as  pou  heidest  ar  pis, 
y  Hedde  a  pral  pat  dude  amis, 
Jjat  for  his  gult  strong  and  gret 
-Wip  his  lord  was  so  I-vet,^ 
Jjat  porw  be-siht  of  riht  dom 
To  strong  prison  was  I-don 
And  bi-taken  to  aUe  his  fon, 
)3at  sore  him.  pyneden  euerichon; 
)3at  of  no  ping  heo  nedden  onde^ 
Eote  him  to  habben  vnder  honde 
Heo  him  duden  in  prisun  of  dep, 
And  pynedew  hiw  sore  wip-outeu  mep. 

De  miser icordia. 

MErci  pat  a-non  I-sei3  5 
Hit  eode  hire  herte  swipe  neih,  320 

Ke  mai  hire  no  pi«g  lengore  holde, 
By-foren  pe  kyng  comen  heo  wolds' 
To  schewen  forp  hire  Eesoun 

And  to  dilyuere  pe  prisoun.  324 

"  Ynderstond,"  quap  heo,  "ffader  myn  ! 
j)o\Y  Avost  pat  I  ain  doujter  pyn, 
And  am  ful  of  Boxumnes, 

Of  Mike  and  of  Swetnes,  328 

And  al  Ich  habbe,  ffader,  of  pe. 
I  beo-seche  pat  pou  here  me, 

)5at  pe  [sorfnl]!  wrecche  prisoun         >  soh.;  Fr.  doient 
Mote  come  to  sura  Eau/zsum  332 

Jpat  a-Midden  alle  his  fon 
In  strong  prison  [pou]  hast  I-don. 
Heo  him  made  agulte,  puUce  vnwreste, 
I  And  bi-swikede  him  porw  heor  feire  beheste,  336 

And  seiden  him  jif  he  wolde  pe  Appel  ete, 

)3at  whon  he  hedde  al  I-ete,^        »  H.  And  GoddU  Uwes  forleten 

He  scholde  habbe  al  pe  miht  of  gode  339 

0(  pe  treo  pat  him  was  forbode  ;^    1  w.  sst-sw  added  to  ti.e  Fr. 
And  be-gylen^  him  perof,  and  heo^  luytel  rou3te« — 
tfor  f alshede  euer3ite  heo  souhtcn.         I  tZ-^!"^' '  "'  ''"^ 


and  a  Tlirall 
(Adam)  who 
did  wrong. 


arid  who  was 
pat  in  prison 


and  sorely 
puuisht. 


Mbrct 
:irgtietl  for  llie 
prisoner's 
delivery : 


He  wasbe< 
guild  into 
eatini;  the 
Apple. 


A' 
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And  falshede  hem  I-3olde  be, 

And  ]je  wrecche  p?7Sim  I-sold  to  me  !  344 

Mercy  asks      ffor  Jjow  art  kjng  of  Boxumnes, 
vrlsoiier  be       Uf  Milce  and  of  Swetnes, 

pardoiid. 

And  I  J)i  douliter  aire  eldest,  347 

Ouer  alle  J)e  Ofere  Leldest  ;^  '  Fr,.-  Sur  tuz  tes  oures  nomee. 

Neuere  I  J)i  doubter  neore 

Bote  Milce2  toward  bim  were.  ^  ?.:. 'SiTrSie  neusse. 

Milce  and  Merci  he  schal  haue, 

Jjorw  Milce  I-chulle  J)e  prjsun  craue  j^     '^  J;-.Ta  merci  le  a«it 

ffor  jjin  owne  swete  pite  353 

I«  schal  bim  bringe  to  sauete.         ^,*.  °J^-J [,.,, „„,, ^,,,^ 

J5i  Milce  for  him  I  crie  eue?-more,         ^« ''°"  '"«"''= "  «""^«'^- 

And^  haue  of  him  Milce  and  ore  ! "  356 

5  And  =  until  ?  or  r.  0  t^ou  ? 
/-)•..  H.  Tylle  lie  have  i-tuiule  iliyiie  ore. 

"     ~  J-f^  veriiaie.  p,-,  xant  ke  merci  troverai. 

Non  whon  So]j  pis  I-seij 
Hou  Merci,  hire  soster,  hir  berte  bei3*^     °  Fr.se  pUe 
And  Avolde  fis  pral  of  pmure  bringe 
Jjat  Eiht  hedde  bi??i  I-demet  wzjj-outew  e?idi/ige  :       360 
Al  heo  chaunged  hire  mood, 
And  bi-foren  pe  kyng  heo  stood, 
besought  the    "flfader,  I  be  bi-seche,  herkne  to  me  ! 

I  ne  may  for-bere  to  telle  hit  fe  364 

Hou  hit^  me  pinkej)  a  wonder  ping      '  om.  in  h.;  cf.  v.  6i5. 

Of  Merci,  my  SUSter,^  wilnyng,  i  H.  OfmysysterMercyes 

Jjat  wolde  wij)  hire  Milsf  ul  sarmon 
Diliuere  pe  pral  out  of  prison  368 

Jjat  swipe  agulte,  per  ich  bit  seih 
And  tolde  hit  to  Eiht  pat  stood  me  neib.^ 
ffader,  ich  sigge  pe  for-pi :  '  «'•  ^-'  "^^^^^^^ 

listen  to         j3ou  oubtes  nou3t  to  heere  Merci,  372 

Of  no  boone  pat  heo  bi-secbep  pe. 
Bote  Eiht^  and  Soop  per-mide  be.  >  cm.  in  Fr. 

And  pow  louest  sop  and  hatest  lees, 
ffor  of  pi  fulnesse  I-comen  Ich  wes ;  376 

And  eke  pow  art  kyng  Rihtwys,^         "  w.  377-8  added. 
And  Merci  herte  so  reupful  is 
J?at,  3if  heo  mai  saue  w/p  hire  mylde  speche 
Al  pat  heo  wole  fore  bi-seche,  380 


King  not  to 


Mercy, 
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1  H.  And  thou  art  all  sothefaste  k. 

Fr. :  Mes  ta  es  rois  si  veriubles. 
Be  cora^  si  estables, 
Ke  rien  iie  quers  fore  verite. 


Ifeuer  schal  be  mis-dede  abouht, 

And  fou,  kyng,  sclialt  be  douted  rijt  nouht. 

Jjou  art  also  so  trewe  a  kj-ng,^ 

And  stable  of  foujt  in  alle  J»3'ng. 

ffor-Jji  me  J)inke)»  ^[erci  wikiej)  wouj, 

And  speke))  to-jeynes  Ivi^t^  I-nou^  ;  i  h.  me 

ifor  Ribt  con  hym  in  prison  bynde 

He  oujte  neuere  Milce  to  fynde,^      '  w.  385-8  added. 

Alilce  and  Merci  he  liaj?  for-loren — 

He  was  warned  ])erof  bi-foren ; 

Whi  scholde  me  helpe  fulke  mon 

)?at  nedde  of  hi;?i-self  pite  nou  % 

His  dom  be  mot  babbe  as  SoJ)  con 

And  al  his  mis-dede  a-bugge." 


who  wonM 
forgive  every 


388 


392 


Tlie  Prisoner 
was  rigluly 
judgd. 


after  fore- 
warning. 


396 


De  IvMicia. 

"13  lilt  I-herde  ])is  talkyng  : 
1  \i  Anon  heo  stod  bi-fore  J)e  kyng, 
"  J3i  dou3tMr,"  heo  sei|»,  "  I  am,  I  wot  bi  fon, 
ffor  J)ou  art,  kyng,  Eiht  domes-mon ; 

J3el  bej>  rihte  domes  mitte,     »  MS.Jwr.   (W.  takes  mitte  =  mid  J>e.) 
Alle  jjine  werkes  be  J)  f  ul  of  witte.   *  H.  mevyn,  Fr.  dont  parler  oi 

])is  fral  of  whom  my  sustren  deej>  mene,^ 

HaJ>  desemet  as  at  ene ;  3        '  h-  f^l^l^Ji^ll'^^"^  3«  3«vy"- 

ffor  in  tyme,  while  fat  he  freo  wes. 

He  hedde  wVJ)  him  bofe  Me?-ci  and  pees, 

And  sof  and  riht  he  hedde  bo. 

And  wj])  his  wUle  he  wente^hem  fro 

And  tyed  hym  to  wra])))e  and  WOU3, 

To  wrecchedJam  and  serwe  I-nou3. 

So  fat,  3if  Eiht  gej). 

He  schal  euere^  folyen  def ;  »  h.  for  ever 

ffor  J)0  fow  him  J>e  heste  hijtest, 

Jjorw  SoJ>  J)ou  him  fe  defi  di3test,2      \  ^fi^'^  j\'^. 

And  I  my-self  him  3af  )>e  dom. 

As  sone  as  he  hedde  pe  gult  I-don ; 

ffor  So],  bere>  witnesse  J.er-to,  '  krdoufuff^r,a  m„rt. 

And  elles  nedde  I  no  dom  I-do.  ore''^it%rprii>'l.''mu ' 

3if  he  in  Court  bi-foren  vs  were,         "^^^^^1^ 

J)e  dom  fou  scholdest  sone  I-here.^     i'd^?^;';;"irrt7i^? 


Justice  said 


404 


408 


412 


tiie  Tlirall 
deservd  his 
doom. 


?yBi, 


igbtl 
id  sail 
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The  Thrall, 
thus  jiidgd 
l;y  Truth  and 
Right. 


Mercy  and 
Pejice 


All  the  world 
was  drownd. 


Noah,  his  3 
Bonsand  their 
wives. 


ffor  Eiht  ne  spare])  for  to  lugge 

What-so-euere  So])  wol  sugge ; 

j3orw  wisdam  heo  demej)  alle, 

As  wole  to  his^  gult  bi-falle." — 

bO])  and  Eiht,  lo  fus  heo  suggej), 

And  J)is  J)ral  to  defe  lugge]) ; 

Neuer  noufer  ne  speke])  him  good, 

Ife^  non  pat^  Merci  vnderstood.  i  r.nes? 

Ac  as  a  Mon  mis-I-rad^      «  H.  of  hem.    Fr.:  Pmske  pitie  nest  oie, 
On  Vche  half  he  is  mis-bilad.       3  h.  As  a  diswaryed  mon  mysra 

K'e  helpe])  him  no  ])iwg  wher-so  he  wende, 

}3at  his  fo  fette])i  him  In  vche  ende 

And  I-strupt  him  al  start-naked,     1  Fr.  Ke  1 

Of  mi3t  and  streng])e  al  bare  I-maked ; 

Him  and  al  Jiat  of  him  sprong 

He  dude  a  feuwedam  vyl  and  strong 

And  made  agult[en]  swife  I-lome, 

And  Eiht  com  after  wi])  hire  dome ; 

WiJ)-oute«  Merci  and  Pees  heo  con  lugge. 

Euer  aftur  fat  So})  wol  sugge. 

Ne  Pees  mot  not  mid  hem  be, 

Out  of  londe  heo  mot  fle, 

ffor  pees  bi-leue|)  in  no  londe 

Wher  ])er  is  werre,  nuy  and  onde ; 

Ke  Merci  mot  not  a-Mong  hem  Hue, 

Ac  bofe  heo  be})  of  londe  I-driue. 

Nis  fer  nout  in  world  bi-leued 

}?at  nis  destrued  and  to-dreued, 

And  dreynt,  for-loren  and  for-demed, 

But  Eijte  soulen,  fat  weren  I-3emed 

In  ])e  Schup,  and  ])at  weoren  heo  : 

I*foe,  and  his  sones  ])reo, 

And  heore  wyues  fat  heo  hedden  bi-fore- 


420 


424 


nel  assaut 

432 


436 


440 


444 


448 


Of  al  fe  world  nas  be-leued  more. 
Careful  herte  him  ou^te  come 
)pat  ])enclie])  vppon  fe^  dredful  dome  ! 
And  al  hit  is  forw  Eiht  and  So]), 
|jat  wif-outen  Pees  and  Merci  do]). 


452 


r.  })et  ?   H.  so 


456 
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De  pace. 

SO  fat  Pees  a  last  vp  breek 
And  ^us  to  hire  fifader  speek  : 
"  I  am  ))i  dou3ter  sau3t  and  some, 
And  of  pi  fnlnesse  am  I-come. 
To-fore  J)e  my  playnt  I  make  : 
^li  two  sustren  me  habbej)  forsake, 
"WijHjuten  me  heo  dof  heore  dom, 
Xe  M^'ci  a-mong  hem  nou3t  ne  com 
itfor  no  \>i7ig  J?at  I^  mijte  do 
Xe  moste  !Merci  hem  come  to 
Xe  for  none  kunnes  fey 
Xe  moste  ich  hem  come  neyj 
Ak  fat  dom  is  al  heore  owen. 
ffor-)?i  Ich  am  of  londe  I-flowen, 
And  wole  wij)  fe  lede  my  lyf, 
Euer  o^  pat  like  stryf  •  MS.on; 

)3at  a-mong  my  sustren  Is  a-wake, 
)3orw  sauhtnesse  mowe  sujn.  ende  take. 
Ac  what  is  hit  euer  J)e  bet 
)jat  Riht  and  Sojj  ben  I-set, 
Bote  heo  wite  wel  pees^? 
Rihtes  Mester  hit  is  and  wes 
In  vche  dom  pees  to  maken. 
Schal  I  fenne  beo  forsaken 
"Whon  eueriche  good  for  me^  is  wrouht 
And  to  habben  me  bi-J)ouht*  1 
And^  he  me^  louede  neuere  to  fere 
pat  Me?*ci,  my  snster,  nul  not  here. 
Off  vs  foure,  ffader,  I-chul  telle  fe 
Hou  me  pinkejj  hit  oujte  to  be. 
Whon  ffoure^  be  J)  to-gedere  I-sent 
To  don  an  euene  luggement, 
And  schul  Jjorw  skil  alle  and  some 
3iuen  and  demen  euene  dome, 
Jjer  ne  ou^te  no  dom  forj)  gon 
Er  fen  fe  foure  ben  aton  ; 
At  on  heo  moten  at-stonden  alle 
And  loken  seffen  hou  dom  wol  falle. 


460 


464 


1  Fr. :  Oiikes  apelee  ne  feu. 

Pur  CO  ne  peut  avoir  re(u 
Nu8  liorae  ke  soil  en  vie : 
Pur  CO  sui  diloec  fuie. 
(The  translator  used  a 
corrupted  text.) 
*  H.  eny  mon 


said  that 
Truth  and 
Justice  liad 
driven  Mercy 
and  her  away. 


469 


472 


476 


480 


MS.  fourme 

orig.  bitouht.    H.  be  in  tliowglit, 
Fr.  retreit 
1  Sim.  Ac,  H.  But,  Fr.  Mes 
»  MS.  ne 

484 


MS.  heos 


MS.  J>e  ff. 


But  Peace 
slionld  al- 
wav8  be  the 
end  of  tnith 
and  justice. 


488 


49: 


No  Judgment 
should  be 
given  unless 
Mercy.Truth, 
Justice,  and 
Peitce  all 
agreed  in  it. 
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Vewe  appeals 
:igain8t  the 
jiulgraeiit  of 
Truth  and 
Right. 


Wisdom  was 
naiiirlit  with- 
out Peace. 


The  Tlirall 
ou^lit  to  be 
ruiisomd. 


Tlie  King's 
Sou  lieavd  his 
i  Sisters 
dispute, 


496 


500 

1  vv.  500-1  om.  in  Sim. 

Fr.: 
Sauz  iius  est  trop  fiaellez, 
I'ur  CO  doit  troveir  pitiez. 
1  lu  the  Fr.  vv.  SO.S-.lia 
precede  v.  48.5,  and 


1  Fr.  Mon  dit  doit  porter 
grant  fes. 


Be  vs  fEoure  J)|s  I  telle  : 

We  beoj)  not  alle  of  on  spelle ; 

Bo]je  Ich  and  Merci 

We  be-clepej)  J)e  dom  forfi ; 

Hit  is  al  as  Ei3t  and  Sop  wol  deme, 

Merci  ne  me  nis  hit  not  qweme. 

Wi])-outen  vs  fer  is  bale  to  breme  :  ^ 

ffor-jji,  ffader,  J)o\v  nime  3enie  ! 

^Of  vclie  goodschipe  Pees  is  ende, 

jS'e  faylejj  no  weole  fer  heo  wol  lende,  J">9-io  precede  v.  .w:{, 

i^e  wisdam  nis  not  avoi-Jj  an  hawe  505 

}3er  Pees  faylej?  to  felawe ; 

And  hose  Pees  louef,  wijj-outen  gabbe, 

Pees  wi])-outeu  ende  he  schal  habbe.  508 

Mi  word  ou3te  ben  of  good  reles/ 

ffor  Jjou  art  kyng  and  prince  of  pes. 

ffor-Jji  )3ou  ou3test  to  here  me, 

And  Merci  my  suster,  fat  clepe))  to  pe 

)3at  fe  Jjral,  fe  prisoun, 

!Mote  come  to  sum  Eau?isotin. 

Vre  wille,  ffader,  fou  do  sone 

And  here  vre  rihte  bone  ! 

ffor  Merci  euere  clepe])  to  jje 

Til  |)at  fe  prison  dil3'uered  be, 

And  I-chul  fleon  and  neu^re  come 

Bote  my  sustren  ben  sau3t  and  some." 

"KE  kynges  sone  al  ]jis  con  heren 

J     Hou  his  sustren  hem  to-beeren, 

And  sei3  Jjis  strif  so  strong  awaken, 

And  Pees  and  Merci  al  forsaken ; 

J?at  wijj-outen  help  of  his  wisdome 

J7e  mihten  heo  neuere  to-gedere  come. 

"  Leoue  ffader,"  qua])  he,  "  Ich  am  \\  sone, 

Of  ])i  wit  and  of  ])i  wone, 

And  J)i  wisdam  [me]  clepe])  me ; 

And  so  muche  J)ou  louedest^  me  i  H.iouest 

}5at  al  pe  world  for^  me  J)Ou  wrou3test,    >  r.  Kj.  Fr.  par  moi. 

And  so  ])0U  me  in  werke  bou3test  ;i  i-,?^Ctrrz'tuz  me^'res 

ffor  we  beo])  on  in  one  fulnesse,        ^':;;t''usrffiVJ;:rm)j°"' 

In  miht,  in  strengfKj,  and  in  hei3nesse ;  534 


512 


516 


520 


524 


528 
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1-chulle  al  don  Jjat  J)i  wille  is, 

ffor  foil  art  kyng  Eihtwis.  536 

So  muche,  ffader,  ich  nyme  3eme 

Of  pis  strif  J)at  is  so  breme, 

Jjat  for  Jje  tale  Jiat  Merci  tolde  pe 

fful  sore  \q  prjsun  rewej>  me  ;  540   J|]fpris^jJ]f^ 

ifor-])i  he  rewej>  me  wel  Jie  more 

ffor  Merci  euere  clepe])  J)in  ore.  i  sii^cf.Fr..- 

j3ou  art,  ffader,  so  milsful  kyng:  prl^eremenTMrad"otJ. 

Hire  we  schul  heren  of  alle  Jjing.^  i  jjs.  je  schuien, 

AT   •     1      10  1-  -n       J  H.  AUe here wylllchuU done. 

Al  1-cllUl-  hire  Wllle  done  Fr.  Trntnt  »oi>  uoler  ferai. 

And  sauhten  Sop  and  hire  ful  sone. 

Nimen  I-chuUe  fe  pralles  weden,  SkruJo* 

As  Sop  &  Eiht  hit  wolden  and  beoden,i  548  Th|^8 

And  al  one  I-chul  holde  pe  doom        >  Fr.  En  vente  e  en  dreitnre 

As  lustise  ouhte  to  don,i  ^  ^-  |-,rk"'i!^J.TaTnt, 

And  maken  I-chule  Pees  to  londe  come,2      *  l^'^^  '*"^ 

And  Pees  &  Eiht  cussen  &  be  saujt  &  some,  552   »nd  make 

-'  Peace  and 

And  druyuen^  out  AVerre,  ^N'uy  and  Onde,     » r.  dryuen        in'§'luive^ 
And  sauen  al  pe^  folk  in  londe."  »  h.  tin,  Fr.  u  f°ik. 

HOse  pis  forbysene  con, 
He  may  openliche  i-seo  bi  pon  556 

hflt  nl    lii^  iltp  tnVpTivncrpl  '  Fr.  K'iceste  signefiance  This  Parable 

pat  ai  pi.-,  UKe  lOKenynge  Est  en  dieu  u..e  puissance,    ig  of  God  the 

Is  Godes  in-siht,  Almihti  kjTige.  T'd  Hoif "' 

Wip-[out]i  God  pe  ffader  nis  maked  nouht,     >  r.But?        S'^e'.'^'"' 

Jjorw  God  pe  Sone  is  al  ping  wrouht,^  560 

And  alle  ping  is  folfuld  out-riht  '^-=^rtVitCu!rtftrtrbre,U. 

}3orw  God  pe  holigostes  miht : 

And  alle  preo  bep  on,  pouh  hit  be  so, 

In  one  fulnesse  and  in  no  mo.  564 

He  3iuei  his  Blessynge  wz'p  Moup  &  honde 

To  alle  pat  pis  writ  vnderstonde.         i  ms.  3iuejj,  H.  3ene 

)E  habbep  I-herd  as  ich  ow  tolde,  YouVcnow 

'  ffor  win  God  be  world  maken  wolde,  568   Adam  and 

'  men  lost 

And  hou  Adam  forles  porw  synne  Heaven. 

World  and  Heuene,  and  al  Mon-kynne  : 

Jjat  for  mi3t  ne  strengpe  ne  for  no  ping 

Ko^  mon  nedde  of  him-self  a  Couryng,^  \ '^ll^^,.^,,^  572 

Ne  Angel  mi3te  Mon  helpe  on  none^vyse,  '^'^^Zt^^^t.  co"iuln-t  help 

Ne  Mon  mi3te  hi/w-self  fro  depe  aryse.^  mort^reTeTel-!  *''*"'• 

VERNON   MS.  B  B 
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BO  God  must 
become  man, 
die,  and  rise 


WeVe  no 
such  herd- 
man  now. 


Tidings  of 
Him  came  to 
Abraham, 


Daniel, 
David,  and 
Isai.ili, 


wonderful, 
God,  mighty, 
counsellor, 
father  of  the 
world  to 


576 


feust 

Tut  quank  'en  siecle 
eust. 


)?e^^ue  moste  nede  beo  Jjorw  vche  doom 

]3at  God  of  heueiie  Mon  bi-com, 

Mon  jje  de]j  folen  |)orw  serwen  ryue, 

And  God  vp  rysen  from  deb  to  lyue —  *  h.  i-wrowght 

^    •'  r  J  Fr.  Kar  autrement  peri 

Elles  were  alle  for-lore  to  nouht 

J?at  God  hedde  in  Jje  world  I-brouht.i 

Herkene])  [whuch]  ^  Loue  and  Boxu??znesse,  i  ms.  vcimne 

Whuch  Milce  and  eke  Swetnesse,  582 

J3at  God  from  heuene  alihte[n]  cheosi    '  ^^itdiM^'^cfi  ^m 

tfor  0  [sell  shep]2  Jjat  he  lees  !  '  Fr^'sWaii^' '*^*  ''^^^' 

[Ninti  nine  he  leuede]3  and  eode  ^  riiafrii'Kuede, 

To  sechen  on  in  vncouj)  feode.  ^''^weymou'tf."''''''^'  *'* 

)3e?^ne  nis  ]ier  such  herde-mon  non,  587 

Xe  nonl  so  milsfuP  lord  as  he  is  on!    ^rs-.mijUuI.Fr.merciable 

Whose  wolde  his  herte  on  such  lord  holde 

J3at  so  muche  loue  him  kuife  wolde, 

)3at  lyk  him-self  wolde  him  make 

And  sijjen  de]j  jjolyen  for  his  sake  :  592 

Er  him  ou3te  fe  herte  to  springe 

J3en  he  scholde  him  wrajsjje  for  eny  ])inge. 

HErkene])  now  forJ)Mre  atte  frome 
How  vr  Saueor  wolde  come.  596 

To  Abraham  fe  tifinges  comen ; 
J?e  prophetes  hit  vnder-nomen, 
jjat  is  Moyses  and  lonas, 

Abacuk  and  Helyas,  600 

Daniel  and  leremye, 
Dauid  and  Ysaye, 

And  Eliseu^  and  Samuel  i  Ms.EUsen 

Siggej)  Godes  comynge  wel.  604 

Wonder  hit  were  hem  alle  to  telle  ; 
Ac  herkene])  hou  Ysaye  con  spell  e  : 
Puer  natns  est  nolis,  fllus  datns  est  nobis 
"  A  child  J)er  is  I-boren  to  vs, 

And  a  sone  I-3euen  vs,  608 

Jjat  schal  vp  holden  his  kynedome ; 
And  al  J)us  schal  ben  his  nome  : 
Wondurful,  God,  and  of  miht. 

And  redeful,  and  fader  ariht  612 

Of  al  fe  world  fat  her-aftMJ*  schal  ben, 
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616 


620 

r.  fjinge?    Fr.  Pur  riens 
ke  peast  avenir 


ExempZ«m 


624 


628 


632 


Prince  of  Pees  me  schal  him  sen  " — 
j3eos  bej>  fe  nomen,  as  ^e  mowe  leeuen, 
)jat  \e  proplietes  liim^  jeeuen.  »  h 

3if  36  wolen  heren,  tellen  I-chulle 
How  fat  child  is  wonderfoUe. 
Such  wonder  nas  neuer  I-herd  in  sawe, 
Ne  neuere  schal  bi  none  dawe 
ffor  no  tyme^  fat  euer  schal  come 
As,  God  of  heuene  Mon  bi-come. 
ffor  hose  now  I-seje  heere 
A  child  fat  riht  I-limed  nere, 
J3at  freo  ffeet  and  f reo  hondew  beere  ; 
And  a-nofer  fat  of erweis  weere, 
J3at  hedde  ifoot  or  Hond  forlore  ; 
And  heo  weore  bof  e  so  I-bore  : 
"Weoren  heo  wonderfol,  f eose  two  ? 
Nay,  forsofe,  neoren  heo,  no, 
ffor  f  e  on  hedde  kuynde  ouer  mef , 
And  fat  ofer  to  luyte,  and  so  hit  gef , 
Ac  hit  is  as  hit  mot  nede  ben. 

Of  vn-mete  kuynde  a  forschipte  streon.^  iFr.mnstre,  monster 
Ak  fat  raihte  Muche  wonder  ben       ExempZwm 
3if  me  mijte  eny  [mon]^  I-seon 
J3at  Monnes  kuynde  hedde  al  ariht, 
Jjat  him  neore  to  luite  ne  to  muche  wiht, 
So  fat  he  were  al  sof fast  mon 
Jjat  no  forschippyng  weore  him  on, 
And  eke  were  good  hors  wif-alle  ! 
Such  f  ing  may  neuer  bi-falle ; 
ffor^  hose  seje  a  such  gederyng,  » 

He  mihte  hit  clepe  a  wonder  f  ing. 

And  ^it  is  more  wonder  a  f  ousend-folde 
Of  f 6  child  fat  Ysay3e  of  tolde 
And  clepede  him  wonderful,  for  fon 
)3at  he  is  sof  God  and  sof  Mon.  648 

ffor  of  Monhede  ne  wontef  him  nouht ; 

,,,  ,.       .       1,.        T  i-i.*H.  withonte  synne  he  is 

And  f  Orw  him  is  al  fing  i-WrOUnt  ;   Fr.:  D-nmaniteneUfantrien, 
.       ,      .,         ,        ,  .       .  1  K  kil  est  plein  deu,  « 

Andwif-outen  him  is  synne  ^  euere, 
Ifor  wone^  dude  he  neuere,  *  JJ,;^°' 
!N"e  no  schaft  f orw  him  mijte  lees. 


and  prince  of 
Peace." 


How  the 
Child  was 
"wonderful." 


child  bom 
with  3  feet 
and  3  hands. 


But  you 
would  be 
astonisht  if 
one  were  half 
man  and 


640 


644 


Yet  that  Ciiild 
is  more  won- 
derful wlio  is 
true  God  and 
true  Man, 


plein  deu,  oo 

vcum  bien : 
Par  lui  tute  rien  est  fet, 
E  sanz  li  nnle  rien  n'est, 
Kar  en  defaute  n'est  pas 

fet 
Cora  aoant  vous  ai  retret. 
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who  came 
from  Heaven, 
and  took  our 
nature. 


God  would 
alight  only 
in  a 


fixt  on  a  high 
rock, 


defended  by 
forts. 


and  three 
Baileys, 


1  H.  myjht,  Fr.  pout 

664 


The  same  allegory  of  Mary  as  a 
Castle  is  treated  in  the  Festial, 
2nd  sermon  on  Assumption-day. 


As  bi-foren  1-rad  wes.^  >  cf.  v.  228. 

0]pur  God  nis  pen  he  ])at  heuene  dihte,^   '  r.drihte?  cf.v.915, 

})at  from  heuene  dude  1  alihte  iH.  toerthe  656 

And  vnder  vre  wede  vre  kynde  nom 

And  al  soffast  Mon  bi-com. 

And  whon  he  wolde  alles  bi-come  Mon, 

He  moste  be  boren  of  a  womnion,  660 

)julke  schaft  to  vnderfonge  \vij)-alle 

Jjat  ou3te  to  Monnes  kynde  bi-falle. 

GOd  nolde^  alihte  in  none  Manere 
But  in  feir  stude  and  in  clere. 
In  feir  stude  and  clene  siker  hit  wes 
J3er  god  al-mihti  his  In  ches  : 
In  a  Castel  wel  comeliche, 
Muche  and  ffeir^  and  loueliche 
]3at  is  fe  Castel  of  alle  flour, 
Of  Solas  and  of  Socour.i 
In  })e  Merci  he  stont  bi-twene  two, 
Ne  ha])  he  ferlak  for  no  fo  : 
ffor  \q  tour  2  is  so  wel  wiJ)-outen, 
So  depe  I-diched  al-abouten, 
}5at  none  kunnes  asaylyng 
Ne  may  him  deruen  for  no  fing. 
He  stont  on  hei3  Eoche  and  sound, 
jjat^  is  I-planed  in  to  fe  ground, ^ 
)5at  \er  ne  mai  wone  non  vuel  J)ing 
Ne  derue  no  gynnes  castyng.i      '  Fr.: 
And  J)au3  he  be  so  loueliche, 
He  is  so  dredful  and  hateliche 
To  alle  jjulke  pat  ben  his  fou, 
)3at  heo  flen  him  euerichon.^  1  ss: 

ffo[u]r  smale  toures  per^  bej)  abouten 
To  witen  Jje  heije  tour  wip-outen. 
Seppe  beo])  pre  Bayles  wip-alle, 

So^  feir  I-diht  wz'p  strong  walle,       1  om.  inH.  &Fr.       688 
As  heo  beop  here-after  I-write — 
Ne  may  no  mon  pe  feirschipe  I-wite, 
Ne  no  tonge  ne  may  hit  telle, 

Ne  poujt  penche,  ne  Moup  spelle.  692 

On  trusti  Eoche  heo  stondep  faste, 


671 


676 


1  MS.  And 
Fr.  E  bien  polie  de  ci  quaval 


Ne  engin  ni  peut  geter 
Ki  de  rien  le  peust  graver. 

681 


cm.  in  Fr.  684 

a  MS.  bat 


ments. 


i  veut  qnere  refui. 
(the    translator    read 
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And  wi]>  depe  diches  bej)  bi-caste  ;  i  „„  ,„  h. 

And  >e  camels  so  i  stonde])  vp-rilit2        *  ^kera^^M  "^  ^^  ri!?^?*^"'^ 

Wei  I-planed  and  feir  i-diht.  696 

Seue  Berbicans  jjer  beoj)  I-wi-ouht, 

WiJ)  gret  ginne  al  bi-|»ouht, 

And  euenchon  haj)  3at  and  tour  : 

Jjer  neuer  ne  fayle]>  socour ;  700 

J^euer  scbal  fo^  him  stonde  wi]? 

)3at  ])ider  wol  flen  to  sechen  g^jj. 

bis  Castel  is  siker  and  fair  abouten,  Thucastiei? 

'  |>aintedwith 

And  IS  al  depeynted  w»J>-outen  704  s  colours; 

Wi])  jjreo  beowes  fat  wel  beJ)  sens. 

So  is  be  foundement  al  grene  "»«  foamu- 

^  °  tioa  green, 

)3at  to  |)e  Roche  faste  lij) ;  707 

"Wel  is  J)at  J»er  murfe  I-sih|)  !  l    »  Fr.De  grant  docournifiint  point. 

ffor  )je  greneschipe  lastej>  euere 
And  bis  heuh  ne  leose])  neuere. 

Se))])en  a-bouten^  J)at  Ofer  heU3  »  r.aboue?  om.inH.  the  middle 

So  is  Inde  and  eke  Bleu,  712  Wne, 

J)at  fe  Middel  heu^  we  clepej)  ariht, 
And  schynej)  so  feire  and  so  brijt. 

be  bridde  heuj  an-ouemast,  ,  v  t  «        i  t^e  upper 

'       '  '  '    1  Fr.  La  tierce  colnr  par  enson  '^'^ 

Ouer-wrijeb  al  and  so  is  l-cast^         ^  k>nieans  covre  enriron ; 

?   /  crv.  itj  J.-VKIOU  Plus  est  vermeille  que  nest  rose, 

}3at  wi])-Innen  and  wijK)uten         tZ"^,^^^^T'' 

Jje  castel  lihte>  al-abouten,  ^^ '"'  ~^  '*  "^""s""- 

And  is  Eaddore  fen  euere  eny  Kose  schal,  rose-red. 

jjat2  jjuncbej)  as  hit  bamde  al.  »  h.  Hit  720 

WiJ>-Inne,  fe  Castel  is  whit  schinynge  within,  all  is 

So  J)e  snow3  fat  is  sneuwynge, 

And  caste  J)  fat  lijt  so  wyde  723 

After  longi  fe  tour  and  be-syde  :    * 'Andeiong?  H.Eniongon; 

>=>     '  J        ^        Fr.  De  lung 

|3at^  neuer  comef  fer  wo  ne  wouj,  »  H.Ther 

Ac  swetnesse  fer  is  euere  I-nou^. 

A-^lidde  fe  beije^  Tour  Is  springynge  727 

A  weUe  bat  euere  is  eomvnge,       *  *^-  ^"  ">» '» t^""  ?•«  hanteine  '*  *  "*» 

'  JO'  Est  surdant  une  fonteigne 

Wif  foure  stremes,  fat  strikef  wel 

And  ernef  vppon  f  e  grauel 

And  fullef  f e  diches  a-boute  fe  waL 

Muche  Blisse  fer  is  ouer-al !  732 

Ne  dar  he  seche  non  of  er  leche 


-white. 


In  the  Castle 
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with  7  steps 


a  rainbow 
above  it. 


Maid  Mary. 


736 


orig.  heo 


MS.  80,  H.  oo 
H.  i-joyned 


Jjat  mai  riht  of  fis  water  cleche  ! 

In  fulke  derworfe  feire  tour 
)3er  stont  a  Trone  wij)  muche  honour, 
Of  whit  luori,  and  feirore  of  liht 
)3en  fe  someres-day  whon  hee^  is  briht 
Wi|>  Cumpas  I-frowen  and  wi])  gin  al  I-do^ ;  739 

Seuene  steppes  fer  beo))  fer-tO,       i  Fr.:  Par  engln  e»t  compassez. 

)jat  00  2  feire  w^])  Ordre  I-ti3ed3  beo|>. 
flFeiror  J)ing  In  world  no  mon  seo|) : 
flfor  heuene-bouwe  Is  a-bouten  I-bent, 
WiJ>  alle  J)e  hewes  fat  him  bef  I-sent. 
I^euere  so  feir^  Chay3ere  »  h.  sof.  a 

Nedde  kyng  ne  Emperere. 

Muche  more  feirschupe  I-nou^  \>er  wes 
}3er  God  Almi^ten  his  In  ches. 
)?ewne  nis  fer  such  Castel  non, 
J^e  neuer  nas,  but  fulke  on, 
Ne  neuer-eft  after  be  ne  schal ; 
ffor  God  of  heuene  hit  dihte  al 
And  wrou3te  hit  hi??i-self,  and  al  dude 
To  alihten  in  fulke  feyre  stude 

ffrom  his  kin[e]dam  aboue^ —  >  753  &  755  added  to  the  Fr. 

He  cudde  fe  stude  muche  loue  !  756 

)3is  is  J)e  Castel  of  loue  and  lisse. 
Of  Solace,  of  Socour,  of  loye  and  blisse, 
Of  Hope,  Of  Hele,  Of  Sikemesse, 
And  ful  of  alle  Swetnesse. 
l^Is  is  jje  Mayden[es  bodi]^  so  freo ; 
J     Jjer^  neuer  nas  non  bote  heo 
)jat  wi))  so  fele  Jjewes  I-warned^  wes^ 


744 


748 


752 


760 

H.  maydons  body,  Fr. 
Cest  1e  cors  de  la  pucele 
«  MS.  )>at 

'  Fr.  garnie     *  r.  nes 


=  scliilt,  3  pr.  iiid. ; 
Fr.  Si  nus  est  escu  e  targe 
Contre  tuz  nos  enemis 


So  fat  swete  Mayden  Marie  wes. 

Heo  stont  in  J)e  Merc^  bi-twene  two  : 

Heo  schilde^  vs  alle  from  vre  fo        ' 

J?at  vs  a-wayte))  day  and  niht, 

Heo  vs  helpef  wif  al  hire  miht. 

J5e  Roche  fat  is  so  trewe  and  trusti,i 

jjat  is  fe  May  denes  herte,  forfi 

)pat  neuer  synne  fer-wjif-Inne  com,^ 

Ac  heo  to  seruen  God  al  hire  nom 

And  wuste  hire^  w/f  muche  boxu77inesse,       »  cm.  Wre 


764 


768 


Fr.  si  bien  polie 


Fr.  Konques  en  mal 
ne  moUist 

772 
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Hire  Maidenhod  wi))  swetnesse. 

J)e  ffoundement  fat  faste  to  pe  Eoche  lij), 

And  jje  feire  greneschipe  ]jer-wi]),  776   ■[^|F'*^^ 

[Is]  ))e  May  denes  bi-leeue  so  riht,i  j.^.  Laverdoarquetantestbele    ^"^^• 

)3at  haj)  al  hire  bodi  I-liht  ;  h.  For  here  bclevjis^^trae 

a-       V        T_  •  1  LI.*       «  t That  ever  hit  is  grene  and 

if  or  hire  bi-leeue  \at  is  so  trewe,  „ewe. 

J)at  euere  is  grene  and  euere  newe,^  780  .^-^ 

if  or  hire  2  bi-leeue  is  apertement         *  om.  in  h.  and  Fr.         ^k^ 

Of  alle  vertues  foundement. 

OffeMiddelheujIstowitei  ^ ^^"Kt -*^.rircot°'"'    "^Zt^s. 
De  swetnesse  and  fe  feirschipe ;  S'feXr' Tn'^^per.nce  Z^'^""'' 

u   1.  •     i.„  v;  +„U„„-.,-«^  Servi  tut  tens  son  seignor 

pat  13  fe  bl-tokenyng  :  En  humiUte  e  en  dou«r 

In  goode  hope,  as  so  30ng  |)ing,2      '  TheJ^nslator  readtendron. 

[Heo]  was  oo^  bisy  In  swetnesse  '  ms.  so 

To  seruen  God  In  Boxumnesse.  788 

))e  fridde  heu^  and  fe  on-ouemast,  h^^/J^"^ 

)3at  haJ)  ouer-al  his  liht  I-cast 
And  as  fauj  hit  barnde  al  hit  is — 
[N'is  non  of  so  muche  pris  :  792 

})at  is  fe  clere  loue  and  briht  is  her  love 

)pat  heo  is  al  wij)  I-liht, 
And  I-tent  wi]j  Jje  fuir  of  loue. 

To  serue  god  fat  is  hire  aboue.  796 

l^E  ffoure  smale  toures  abouten  The «  Foru 

y   ])at  wi[te]J)'^  fe  hei3e  Tour  wijj-outen,  >Ms.wi)>,cf.T.686. 
ifoure  hed-fewes  fat  aboute  hire  [me]  i-seof, 
ffoure  vertues  cardinals  fei^  beof  :     i  Ms.l>er,  H.thei     800  cardinal 
))at  is  Strengfe  and  Sleihschupe,  strength, 

Rihtfulnesse  and  Warschupe  ;i         ^  ms.  worschupe,  fuin^, 

^     '  H.  warship,  Fr.  temperance    Temperance. 

Euerichon  w/J?  a  3at  w/f  giniie, 

]3at  may  non  vuel  come  fey-Inne.  804 

And  whuche  beof  [fe]  freo  bayles  3et  TheSBaiieys 

Jjat  wi'f  jje  camels  bef  so  wel  I-set, 
And  I-cast  w/f  cu?7ipas  and  walled  a-boute«,^ 
))Ht  witef  fe  hei3e  tour  wif-outeni    » ^'-ti^f-X^Te d'Sn 

[B]ote  fe  Inemaste-  Bayle,  I  wot,     'Fr.CelealaplushautesUge 

Bi-toknef  hire  holy  Maidenliod,  lood, 

)3at  neuer  for  no-fing  I-worsed  nas— 
So  ful  of  Godes  grace  heo  was.  812 

E  Mitldel  Bayle,  fat  wite  30, 


with  battle- 
ments 


"? 
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her  Chastity, 


and  her 
Wedding. 


are  the  7 
Virtues: 


1.  Obedience, 

2.  Love, 

3.  Abstinence, 

4.  Chastity, 


6.  Meekness, 

7.  Oladness. 


The  Wells 
are  springs 
of  Grace. 


1  MS.  Camels 


816 


820 


824 


828 


Bi-toknej)  hire  holy  chastite. 

And  sejjjjen  Jje  ou[t]emastei  Bayle 

Bi-tokuej)  hire  holy  sposayle. 

Riht  me  clepej)  hem  Bayles,  for-fii 

J?at  heo  habbej)  ))is  ladi  in  here  Bayli, 

J3at  hire-self  one,  Makeles,^ 

Is  Mayden  chast  and  weddet  wes. 

)5or\v  on  of  J)eos  bayles  he  mot  teon 

)3at  wol  on  ende  I-borwed  beon. 

V%E  Seue  [Berbicansji  abouten, 

J     J?at  wt|)  gret  gin  beon  I-wrou3t  wi|)-outen 

And  wite])  Jjis  Castel  so  wel 

Wi))^  Arwe  and  wij)  Qwarel :  »  =  against,  Fr.  de 

))at  be]j  Jje  seuen  ve?-tues  w/])  winne 

To  ouercome  J)e  seuen  dedly  sinne. 

J)at  is  :  pruide,  fe  biginnynge 
And  pe  Roote  of  al  vuel  finge, 
Al  maat  and  ouer-comen  wes 
}5orw  Boxumnes  jjat  heo  ches  ; 

And  hire  trewe  loue  ouer-com  Envye ; 

And  hire  Abstinence  Glotonye  ; 

And  Lecherye  heo  made  fie 
)jo[r]u3  hire  holy  chastite ; 

And  was^  distrayed  Couetyse 
)5orw  hire  Largesse  in  vche  wyse ; 

And  euer^  wrajjpe  heo  ouer-com 
jjorw  Mekenesse^  Jjat  heo  nom; 

And  hire  gostliclie  gladyngo 
Destruyed  SleuJ)e  Jjorw  alle  piwge. 
l^E  welle  springe])  of  alle^  grace  ' 

y  )3at  fullef  })e  diches  ire  vche  a  place.^ 
Godes  grace  to-delef  ])is3  » ""'-^^^^l^^S:' 

Uorw  Meth  wif -al  as  his  wille  is.        j^^^rnfe^rVdfvi'l:?'' 
Ac  he  louede  so  ])is  mayden  apli3t  »  h.  so  dcied  u 


MS.  was  was,  H.  all- 


836 

slie 


1  MS.  eueri,  H.  everinoro 
Fr.  &  H.  pacience         840 


844 


Jje  foUe  of  grace  he  hire  3af  out-riht ; 
j5orwh  whom  fe  grace  J?at  ouer-fleot 
Socoure))  al  fe  world  jut. 
flfor-])i  me  may  hire  riht  clepe  and  calle 
O  Blessed  ladi^  ouer  oJ)ere  alle. 
And  what  mowe  fe  diches  be 


848 


851 


Fr.  Sur  tutes  antres  benurce. 


XXXVIIL    The  Castle  of  Tmcc.     Of  Mary,  the  Castle.        S77 
But  hire  tolemode^  pouerte,  i  ft.  voientnve  854  TheCastie** 

1  .,»«,«  o^       Ditcliesare 

}3at  nones  kunnes^  assaylyng  W"  ^iSTp' n'Jn'^e  ?ut  '^'^ 

'^e  may  derue  J>e  tour  for  no  J?ing —       K^fe  chasten  peustnen 
|3orw  whom^  J»e  fend  is  ouer-comen,  ^™^'^'"" 

And  his  miht  al  by-nomen.2  »  J^'h^"i  ^.  „„„,. 

FOr  )jis  is  J)e  ladi  so  gent  &  fre  Msrr  » the 

bat  God  seide  of  to  be  Xeddre  on  be  tre,         860  of  by  g^i  to 
'  '  '  the  Serpent 

J3at  \er  scholde  comere  a  wo/remon  bly|>e^       »  H.Wyve  in  Par»di8«. 

J5at  scholde  al  his  pouste^  to-dryue.       »  ft.  chief,  h.  hed 

I-blessed  be  ])is  Buyrde  of  prys, 

Jjat  ouer  al  ojjwre  T-blessed  is,  864 

J3at  so  feir  was  and  good  so  sone 

bat  of  hir  bodi^  God  made  his  trone        »  Fr.  alme,  H.  sonle  of  her  body 

'  God  made 

To  his  owne  gistenynge,  Hi,  throne,^ 

And  nom  flesch  &  blod  of  hire,  to  bririge  868  n*- 

His  folk  out  of  prisoun ; 

u   4.  .™«™  -.."-y^  r"omTc./MTr.  >  Fr.  Ice«te  dame  est  bele  assez 

pat  was  Vre  barySOUn.  Kant  um  nar  ad  de  bonter. 

Ipis  ladi  is  feir  &  good  &  fre  MeTs  qu^t  U*"^aurd'e  droiture, 

Whon  heo  haj)  so  muche  bounte,  Mirit^t"embeu'ud.*'"""  ™  ' 

More  J,en  eny  schaft  |,at  we.s  ;  \  Si.riofryjhtwesne,. 

ffor-])ii  >e  Eihtwys  sone  2  hire  ches'  =  i"Ji;p"«'  '^  '•'>°'<»''  = 

And  schadewede  on  hire  in  wolde,^  "-,^"1::  wou'e  ''^'"  ^^ 

And*  feirede  hir  more  a  fousend-folde.       ♦  h.  He       876 

boruj^  be  faste  aat  he  con  in  teo,  »  ms.  j>o'^u3  He  left  her 

n-Tp  1  immaculate, 

And^  at  )>e  out-jong  he  lette  [hitj  faste  beo.    »  om.  in  h.      unbroken. 

How  so  pat  was  beo  we  stOle, 

ffor  of  alle  fing  God  may  don  his  wille.  880 

A,  derworJ)e  qween  so  geret  &  fre, 
pat  helpest^  alle  ))at  fleojj  to  fe :       '  Ms.heipeJ. 
;Mi  soule  is  come/t  to  J)e  for  nede ; 
pat  at  pi  3ate  bat  &  loude  dojj^  grede,         >  H.  con      884 
Bat  &  gredep  and  loude  gon^  crye  :  i  h.  con 

"  Helpe  me,  Swet«  ^Slayden  Marie  I  Help  me. 

Vndo,  Ladi !    I  pe  bi-seche. 

pou  lete  me  a  luitel  cleche  888 

Of  Jjulke  [grace]  pat  alle  [con]  frouere 
pat  gostliche  beop  in  herte  pouere. 
Lo  hou  I  am  bi-set  heer-oute 

Wip  my  preo  fon  al-a-boute  :  892 

pe  fend,  pat  wip  me  fihtep  euez-e,  um  Devil. 


sweet  Mary ! 


by  3  1 
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the  World, 
my  Flesh. 


The  Devil 
harms  me 
with  Pride, 
Wrath,  Slotli. 


The  World 
attacks  roe 
with  C!ovet- 
ousness  and 
Envy. 
My  Flesh 
tempts  me 
Willi  Glut- 
tony and 
Lechery. 


Charity  is 
the  Constable 
of  the  Castle. 


By  this 
ladder  God 
came  down 
to  earth, 
and  took 
manhood. 


Thus  the 
Child  was 
bom  to  us, 
the  "  Won- 


Jje  world,  my  flesch — heo  ne  stu?2tef)  neuere, 
Wi]j-oute?i  eny  Mejj  on  me  heo  fo|),^  i  h.  voth 

SwiJ)e  gret  harm  heo  me  do]).  896 

Gret  parleme/it  heo  liabbe])  I-nome. 

Jje  fend  furst  is^  for])  I-come,  >  h.  isfonnest 

Wi])  )jreo  hostes  he  de]j  me  gret  wo  : 
Wijj  pruide,  &  wraj)])e,  &  sleujje  also.  900 

]5e  world  me  ha])  w/])  two  hostes  bi-stowde  : 
J3at  is  wij)  couetyse  and  Onde. 

And  my  fflesch  me  fonde])  to  spille    »  h.  fouie,  Fr.  fou  deiit 


^  H.  fyjht;  Fr.  Grant  damage 
(al.  13ataile)  m'ont  esmu 


lye 

u  que  fieblcs  redrescez, 
Fai  me  poser  au  fossez, 
Ou  li  chastel  est  estable 
E  charite  rest  conestable. 


912 


H.  God  AUmyjht 

916 


Jesus,  Son  of 
God, 


Wt'])  Glotenye  and  wi])  vuel^  wille. 
Gret  wrafjie^  heo  habbef  to  me  I-nome; 

I  am  as  campion  OUer-COme^;         »  Fr.  Champiunsuljarecru. 

But  ])ou  me  helpe,  Mayde  Marie,,  ^  ^^  ^^ _ ^^  ^, 

TnlinVihfi  T  Inrp  fifi  IVTavafrip  4   Thow  that  art  to  alle  febuUe  leclie, 

IcnaDDe  l-lOre  pe  iVlayStrie  .  .  .     ^j,,,^^  ,g^  me  of  thy  d;yche8  cleche! 

)3er  J)e  Castel  is  faste  &  stable, 
And  Charite  is  Constable." 

Of  fis  castel  ichabbe  a  luitel  told, 
Ac  more  me  mijte  a  J)ousend-fold  : 
ffor  alle  J)e  godschupws  \at  m  ])e  Avorld  is 
Out  of  J)is  Castel  I-conien  is. 
j3orw  })is  laddre  God,  heuene  d[r]ihte,^ 
ffrom  heuene  in  to  eor])e  alihte 
And  noni  of  hire  his  Monhede, 
jjorw  whomi  he  wrey^  his  Godhcde.     '  r. 
\)is  is  ])e  ^ard  ])at  here])  J)o  flour, 
}3ati  Maiden  fat  bar  hire  creatour.  » 

And  \vs  \q  "child  is  I-boren  to  vs. 
And  such  a  Sone  I-3eue  to  vs." 
And  nis  he  "wonderful "  ferfore, 
Whon  he  is  J)us  for  vs  I-bore  ? 
So  muche  wonder  nis  of  no  Jiinge 
As  two  kuynden  to-geder  bringe, 
And  J)at  eijjer  kuynde  wi])-alle 
Habbe  pat  wole  to  heom  bi-falle, 
)3at  neuer  nou})er  ne  wonte  no  wiht, 
Ac  J)at  ei))er  habbe  al  his  riht. 
]3at  Is  Ihesu,  Godes  sone, 
jjat  from  heuene  to  eorJ)e  wolde  come 
To  sau3tew  his  sustren  ])c(t  were  to-boren, 


920 


924 


928 


932 
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379 


And  dilyuej'en  J)e  prison  jjot  was  for-loren ; 
Two  kuynden  lie  haj),  we  witerc  bi  fon, 
)5at^  he  is  so)?  God  and  so])  Mon ^ 


935 


'H.for 
*  A  ptsBaRc  of  the  Fr.  text, 

I-hold  now,  Mon,  to  Godes  miht  L^id^H.  '' "  *""'  '^"^ 


I  veez  com  il  s'umilii 

»  H.  And  this  all-abowte 

thou  well  be-se 
»  H.And 

944 


1  H.  myslyche  i-gon 
»  Fr.  l6  te  vol  ci  esgarez 

948 


WW  And  his  deden  hou  heo  beo])  diht^ — 
\)at  j)ou  a-boute  nou3t  fer  se,2      »  *■■••  '^'^«'  ''•"""^'  "=»  p'^*" 
Ac3  bi-hold  hou  Boxum  he  wolde  be  freifc'T^rn'e?"-^"' 
)jat  he  wolde  be  boren  of  worn  mon 
And  for  vre  sake  bi-comen  mon. 
And  seJ)J)en  be-hold  hou  he  vs  rede)) 
And  in  to  sauete  vs  lede)), 
On  ful  swete  manere  &  on  non  oJ>ur, 
And  sei))  fus  to  vs  :  "  leue  broJ>ur, 
I  seo  f)e  mis-lyken^  &  al  for-^emed^ 
And  out  of  ))in  owne  lond  I-flemed, 
And  ))ou  seost  wel  fat  for  no  )jing 
Jjow  hast  of  ))i-self  no  keueryng. 
Ne  beo  fou  in  wonhope  non, 
Ac  ful  siker  fou  beo  feron  : 
3if  bou  wole  me  louen^  and  vnderstonde,    '  I;  '^"^">  ^-  '*^*'' 

■'      '  '         Fr.  crerre 

I-chul  )>e  bringe  in  to  j)in  owne  londe. 

Ententyfliche^  ))ou  herken  to  me     »  Fr.  oez  moi  tut  suiement 

And  do  ))at  ich  comaunde  fe.  956 

Mi  30k  is  softe  I-nowh  to  weren, 

And  my  burfene  Li3t  I-nouh  to  beren. 

To  Merci  bi-houp^  I  am  al  I-nome,  L"Jk  "?.7i!,1 5?."^L.,,„ 

'    r  r.  Fitie  pur  toi  m  ad  esmu. 

And  fus  I  am  for  pe  I-come. 
And  ich  fe  rede  fou  suwe  me, 
I-cliulle^  pe  batayle  nyme  for  pe. 
To  pie  I-chuUe  \)\s  princes^  hauen, 
And  fi  rihte  I-chulle  crauen. 
ffor  Icham  of  ))i  lynage  : 
I  may  crauen  pin  heritage ; 
And  Icham  of  freo  nacion  : 


1  H.  And  I-ch. 


both  God  and 
Man. 

(How  he  was 
"  counsel- 
lor.") 


952 


Me  oute  I-here  my  reson ; 

And  Ichabbe  I-wust  Vfip  wynne 

Jje  ))reo  lawen  wi|)-outen  synne.^         >  vt.  969-70  added. 

ffor  ))e  Ichulle  to  Batayle  wcnde. 

siker^  beo  ))ou  of  ful  good  ende  :        '  ms.  fforsiker 

llbr  Ichulle  an  ende  ou?^rcome  pat  fiht 


and  says  to 


"  Thou  art 
banish  t  from 
thy  home ; 


but  have 
faith  in  Me, 
and  I'll  bring 
thee  back. 


960 


Merci ;  Fr.  Primes  par 
•oil  pleider 

964 


Follow  Me, 


I  am  thy  kin. 


968 


972 
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Love  God  and 
thy  I'ellow- 
Clii-istian ! " 


What  an 
example  of 


Christ  ghowd 


But  worldly 
folk  don't 
follow  it. 


When  a  man 
begins  to 
grow  rich, 

he  cares  only 
for  money- 
getting, 


becomes 
proud. 


and  gives  no- 
thing away. 


These  shall 
not  inherit 
Christ's 
Kingdom. 


H.  And  selden  in  the  world 
this  vertu  is  do. 
Fr.  Mes  cele  eiisamp  est  poi  tenuo 
E  trop  reument  el  mund  veue. 

985 


988 
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And  to-dreynen^  al  pi  riht.  '  =  dereynen,  prove 

"Ne  darstou  on  erfe  fenchen  elles  nouht  975 

But  God  and  \iiii  eue?icristew  to  loue  in  trewe  foujt." 

Lord,  W3UCI1  freschipei — hose  nome  ^eme — 
Wliow  he  fat  welde'  al  Tping  &  al  mai  deme, 
Vs  schewed  such  frewschip  &  swetnes       '  Fr^fJairchUe'^' 
And  a  forbysne  of  Boxumnes  !  =*  s  sgi.  ind.  980 

Ac  Jjulke  forbisne  me  luitel  telle])  to, 
And  selden  in  jje  world  [is]  I-se^e??,  ne  jore  haf  do.^ 
ffor  pQ  worldlich  mon  euere  I-liche 
LoueJ)  ping  Jjat  is  worldliche, 
Ac  pe  gost  of  charite  &  of  Jjolemodnesse 
Louejj  euer  goodschipe  &  Boxumnesse. 
ffor  whon  to  pe  world  him  -^euep  pe  mon 
And  pe  worldes  good  him  waxe])  on, 
He  ne  fenkej?  on  God  ne  no»  oper  Jjynge 
Bote  worldes  catel  to-geder  bringe  ; 
And  who«  pe  catel  haj)  Jje  Maystrie  a  last,^     '  h.  cm.  a  last 
Hit 2  is  in  his  cofre  bi-loke  so  fast,^       »  MS.J>athit       992 
J5at  al  he  bicome])  ouergart  proud 
And  mis-do|)  his  nei^ebors  bojje  stille  &  loud ; 

No-fing  ne  wilne|j  he  largesse,   '  "-a^^^yf  ^"' """"  ^  '■*'^" 
But  lordschupe  and  hei3nesse  ;         ^'^'^JTI^  tTe  trln^.'J^r 
\)e  forbysne  of  Boxu«niesse  I-wys      '"'de'«tood  laie  =  coffer) 
Al  ])orw  pruyde  for^eten  is. 

jjeose  ne  mowen  Ihesus  suwen  wijj,  999 

ffor  heore  dede  al  to-lyth,i    '  e^-  *'-  {crL'r1:t7es"clXrie""' 
Ne  his  red  ne  leeueji  heo  nou3t. 
Whi  ]je?me  woldew  heo  wilnen  oujt 
Of  heritage  in  his  kyn[e]dom — 
)3au3  he  in  Batayle  Jje  pie  bi-won^ — 
"Whon  heo  do])  al  pat  he  for-bat,^ 
And  no-J)ing  do])  of  fat  he  hat,^         " 
Ac  euer  sechef  pride  and  hei3nesse, 
Ne  bidde])^  heo  nou^t  of  boxumnesse  ? 

ffor-fi  Lucifer,  as  3e  habbe])  herd  telle, 
ffel  fro?«.  heuene  a-doun  to  helle ; 
And  also,  I  drede,  heo  scholdew  ^  anende,      » r.  schuiien 
Jjulke  ])at  suche  werkes  dof,  aitu7'  hijn  wende.^       1012 
Ac  I  ne  sigge  hit  not  for  fon  ^  h.  adds  2  w. 


1003 

V.  1004  era.  in  Fr. 

H.  That  he  thorgh  plee 

&  bataylle  wane 


1007 

H.  loveth, 
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J3at  mai  ful  wel  eueviclie  goode  moa  M°*ih«ta* 

Habbe  gret  lordschupe  &  hei^nesse,  m'^nThLve 

Castels  &  toures  &  gret  ricbesse,  1016  y,*;'XG,i., 

And  may  wel  don^  &  godes  wille  holde       »  ms.  weWen        ^^i 

And  libbe  God  to  queme,  wel,  ^if  he  wolde, 

3if  he  lyue])  \n  loue^  &  m  Boxumnesse,        '  ms.  londe 

In  So))schupe  &  in  Eihtwysnes ;  1020 

ffor  God  wilneb  no-bi«g  on  eorbe  her  forOodwanu 

'  '      <=>  '  only  man's 

But  al  mo/mes  herte  wij)  trewe  loue  &  cler.  love. 

Nou  mihte  sum  Mon  asken  bus :  Now  ru  ten 

'  you  how  God 

Hon  wolde  God  plede  for  VS.  1024   pleaded  for  us 

'''  and  overcame 

Hou  he  eny  batayle  nom  ^'^^  ^''^^• 

And  won  vre  rijte  &  []'e]^  fend  ouer-com.        •  ms.  a 

LustneJ)  penne  to  me  nou, 

And  I-chulle  ow  tellen  hou.  1028 

^}5o  Ihesu,  Godes  sone,  in  Jie  world  was  I-bore,  After  Jesus 

So  stille  &  derae  he  was  fe  fend  fore       *  "e'^etfe?*"^^^ '"   ""    "' 

\)aX  he  of  his  come  riht  noujt  nuste, 

Ac^  to  beo  lord  and  syre  jit  euere^  he  truste  »  ms.as  1032 

As  he  hedde  ben — ac  his  miht  was  bi-nome     *  FV^'M^^tt* 

]io  \ai  Ihe^u  was  I-bore  &  in  to  jje  world  I-come.^ 

Wel  be  fend  him  seij  In  monnes  weeden,   >  v.iosiom.inFr.  theOeviisaw 

Him  in  man's 

Ac    he    nust    what    he    was,    ne    wjuch    werew    his  ciotues, 

dedera.  ^  i  H.  ne  of  wliat  dede.    Fr. :  E  riens  ne  sout  de  quel  affere 

He  him  seij  wel  Mon  &^  I-come7i  of  Monkuwne, » om.inSim. 

Ac  euere  in  J)e  world  he  liuede  wiJ)-oute  si«ne  :  but  sinless, 

}3e  fend  wondrede  swijie  &  seide  :  "  what  artou  ? 

Wher  Jjou  be  Godes  sone  fat  art  I-comen  nou?       1040 

Al  bis  wyde  world  I-chul  jeuen  be,  and  oflerd 

^  ,  o,  ,,,  ,        A  ^  Him  all  the 

So  bat  bou  bouwe  &  honoured  me.  w    „^Li   '  *°''*'''   world  if  Hed 

'^       '^  H.  worship  worship  him. 

Respondit  lesus  : 
j)o  seide  Ihe«u  :  "  go  a-wei,  Sathan,  go !  je«us  said. 

J3i  kuynde  lord  ne  schalt  fow  fonde  so."  1044   satuTr'"^' 

Diaboluft  dicit  : 
"  Wliat,  wenestou  I  ne  mowe  vnderstonde       /      i ,  ^         The  oevii 

'  L  i*^*  '  ■        answerd 

)3at  Icham  pnnce  &  lord  of  J>is  londe,  ^A'^-      "lamLord 

And  in  fe  Seisyne  habbe  longe  I-be, 

)3orw  J)e  heije  kyng  )jat  grant  hit  me?  1048 

Alle  bing  I  seo,  and  alle  bing  Ich  wot,  i  know  all 

^  .  .         ^  things. 

But  one  J)i  Jioujt  no-|)ing  I  not. 
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Do  you  mean 
to  take  my 
prey  from 


Will  you 
break  His 
promise  ?  " 


"You  first 
broke  the 
promise 


when  you  led 
man  to  eat 
the  Apple, 


The  promise 

doesn't 

hold." 


But  unless 
Man  is  re- 
deemd, 
he  can't  be 
freed. 


)3ou  nymest  ful  muche  an  bond 

To  iDe-nymen  me  eny  J>ing  in  fis  loud.  1052 

Jjauj  I  nabbe  mibt  ouer  |)e, 
.Wenestou  my  preie  to  be-nyme  me'? 
Nay,  for  fat  fore  ward  )3orw  So))  &  Eiht    |  1055 

ffaste  m  godes  court  is  cougraffet^  apliht     »  Fr.  cyrografez 
)?at  hose  passede  godes  heste,^       »  S^- -p-^  g^es  i.este. 
He  scholde  be  myn  and  in  suwne  leste, 
An  ende  dyen  Jjorw  hard  de))  I-nouh ; 
And  J)e  kyng  of  heuene  nul  do  no  wouh.  1060 

What,  wenestou  such  foreward  brekei    '  r/iov^naili' '"  *'"*" 
}5at  was  In  Godes  court  I-speke?" 

Respondit  Ihesns  : 
And  J)o  swete  Ihesu  hhn  onswerde  and  tolde  :         1063 
"  }3at  foreward  on  ende  wel^  was  I-holde; 
Ac  jjou  hit  bi-gonne  formast  to  breke, 
J)o  Jjou  ))orw  treson  to  Monkuynde  speke 
And  seidest  fat  treo  him  was  forbode^ 
Lest  he  hedde  Jje  miht  of  Gode, 
Ac,  wolde  he  of  fe  Appel  ete, 
J3enne  Jjou  seidest  he  hedde  I-gete,i 
ffor^  ho  scholde  konnen  al  fat  god  con,        »  om.  in  h. 
And  he  scholde  neuer  die  for  fon.  1072 

He  agulte  forw  jje,  &  elles  he  wer  skere. 
Vnderstond  my  reson  :  jif  hit  skile  were 
\)at^  fou  heddest  alle  forward  of  me,      i  ms.  \>au^ 
And  fou  noldest  holder  hem^  as  anont  fe^?"         1076 

DiaholvS  died  :  ^om.  hem?       3H.  addsSvv, 

"  A,  Ich  am  bi-trayjed,"  qttod^  fe  fend  fo, 

"  Nou  Ich  am  forw  pie  ouercoraew  so.^    i  r.  quaj>;  MS.qd 

Of  whom  &  hou  COmef  hit,  '^  ^-  SafA^'ci^trn^t  ^SV?ncui. 

Such  reson  &  such  wit,  1080 

J)at  fou  SO  baldeliche  darst  nymen  fe 

fforte  dispute  a-^eynes  mel 

}3orw  pie  Ichabbe  I-loren  al  anon, 

Ac^  so  ne  may  hit  nou^t  gon,    >  ms.  And,  fi.  uut,  Fr.  mes   1084 

Algate  he  haf  mis-don, 

}3orw  whon^  he  is  in  my  pmon;  »  MS.whom 

And  bote  he  beo  for-bou3t  of  me,  ^  f--  SrStZtre^i': " 

He  ne  ou3te  from  wo  disseysed  be."^  1088 


MS.  Rod  wel 
Fr. :  Li  eovenanz 
fu  bien  tenu 


1067-70  added. 

1068 


1  H.  And  wolde  Goddys 
beheste  lete 
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Respondit  lesus  : 
j5o  swete  Ih&m  to  him  con  sugge  : 
"  And  IchuUe  him  fenne  for-bugge." 

[Diab.]     "  yd  J)ou  wolt  him  bugge  to  his  feore,^ 
He  schal  costen  Jje  ful  deore."  »=prie6  1092 

[Jes.]    "  Hou  deore  1 "  qua])  Ihe^u  \>o. 
[Diab.'\    "  As  he  is  wor]) ;  er  fenne  he  go 
Out  of  bonde  of  my  prison."  1095 

'     [Jes.]    "  )3at  is  skile,"  qua))  Ihesu,  •'  and  good  reson  ;    Jesiuwiu 

Ne  kep  I  nOUjt  tO-jeyneS  riht  i  Fr.Sw.more:  worth  for 

1.  -ir        i   ■     !-•  L  -i-i-Mi      " Fai  me  te  done  volen-    W™t 

jjorw  May  sine  bi-nyme  J)e  no  wiht.   *      tiem!" 

> -^.    ,7         ....  "Kesi  CO  done  ke  tu 

— -"^    DtabohtS  dlCtt  :  quiers?" 

«  No ;  ac  er  he  dilyuered  be,  '  "=■■■  =  ^^^^,^1^6'" 

Jjou  most  also  muche  [worf]  delyuere  me         ^cirde*}  mrd*"" 

As  al  ))is  world  is  nou  [worj)]  atte  f rome,         ^i2^""eXlJ"  ftxm.  the  fin* 

Wijj  aUe  Jjulke  fat  schulen  heraftMr  eome."^  1102 

T^esus  dixit  : 
"  Blefeliche,"  quod  Ihe^t^^,  '*  al  ichul  don  ]>is. 
ffor  my  luttel  fynger  more  worj)  is  1104  jesos's  uttie 

\)en  such  an  hondred  worldes  ben,  worS  loo 

Wip  al  pat  folk  pat  me  may  herafter  sen."  Seir  folk'. 

Diabolus  dicit  : 
)5e  fend  \>o  to  Ihesu  onswere  con  :  t  r  But       ^^^^ 

/'  Uat  is  al  so>,  I  seo  bi  ))on,  '  ^-  ^\l\]:,'^h!^j^tlZl: 
ffor  \)on  mai3t  al  fe  world  demen  &  dihte ; 
ffor^  nou  ouer  fe  nabbe  I  no  mihte.^ 

And  woldestou  pi  fynger  jeue,  pauj  pan  so  sugge.         For  gach  viio 
So  vnworjj  &  so  vyl  chaffare  to  bugge  1"  1112*     "*">*" 

Respondit  lesus  : 
"  3e,  and  al  my  bodi,  for  his  raunsoun,  Jesoswiu 

But  I-chul  him  habbe  out  of  prisOUn."^       »  v.llUadded.  whole  body, 

[Diab.]    "  j3ou  most  3it  more  do  ar  pon  him  habbe  so  : 
jjolen  on  eorpe  wandrejje  &  wo ;  1116  and  suffer 

And,  3if  pou  wole  a-menden  his  wou^,      »  Fr.  has  4  w.  more. 
Jjou  most  dej)  polen  jjorw  strong  pyne  I-nouj.''^  deaUi. 

[Jes.l  And  Jjo  swete  Ihe«u  him  onswerde  to^ :  »ms.I>o 
"  Al  pat  pat  pou  hast  seid,  al  schal  be  do, — •  1120 

ffor  Sob  seide  hit  OUjte  ben  so,    *  *"  "•    Fr.  =  Kar  vente  le  devise 
'  7  '  E  puis  81  ad  luge  msUse. 

And  Riht  com  after  [&  ^ef]  pe  dom  po.^ 
And  more  pera  pou  hast  i-seid  I-chulle  don, 
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The  Devil 
thought  he'd 
made  a  good 
bargain ; 
but  lie'd  only 
Bwallowd 
the  worm ; 
there  was 
a  hook  inside 
it. 


Man,  take 
heed  how 
Christ  lovd 
thee,  to  die 
tor  thee. 


He  was 
crowiid  with 
thorns. 


To  diliue^'e  fe  fral  out  of  prison."  1124 

)jo  was  \q  fend  siker,  &  wende  wel  efe 

fforte  haue  bi-^oten  J)orw  liis  defe  ;— 

Ac  he  was  cau^t  and  ouer-comen, 

As  fisch  Jjat  is  wi^  hole  I-nomen,  1128 

jjat  when  Jje  worm  lie  swolewe])  a  last 

He  is  bi  \q  hole  I-ti^ed  fast; [ 

A,  Mon,  niin  jeme  &  vnderstond  fe 
Hovi  fynliche  in  herte  god  louejj  fe,^  1132 

Jjat  wolde  de))  folejj  forw  pyne  wt'jj-oute?*  niejj 
To  saue  fi  soule  from  pyne  of  def  !  '^"■•gTe3^1^1,uauveor• 
Al  vre  gult  on  him  he  wolde  take,         g^^^^l^^^itfpirv"^',": 
And  lodliche  was  bi-Iad  al  for  vre  sake.  1136 

fFor  he  fat  neuer  no  su?2ne  dude 
Ne  neuer  nas  w«])  fulfe  I-founden  \n  no  stude 
In  alle  ])e  lymes  Jjat  hajj  \e  mon 

Sejjjjere  Adam  formest  sunne  bi-gon,  1140 

Wolde  jjat  his  lymes  alle  I-pyned  were, 
To  maken  vs  of  suwne  al  quit  &  skere. 
ffor  vre  vnwrestschupe^  here  ^  Fr.  iniquite 

}3e  coroune  of  fornes  on  his  hed  he  beere^ ;  i  r.ber  1144 


pierst  ir 
hands,  1 


And  for  vre  folye^  also 


H.  syjlit  myspende,  Fr.  pur 
fous  regarz.    r.  fol  eje 

His  Ejen  weore  blyntwharuet^  bo ; 


1  H.  blynwlierued, 
Fr.  bendez 


And  al  was  his  face  bi-foulet  w/Jj  spot. 

And  eke  grete  boffetes  amowg  me  him  smot;  1148 

And  for  vre  speche  vnwreste  &  vyl         >  h.  adds  aw. 

Atter  heo  him  dude  to  driwke  I-meynt  wif  Eisil :  ^ 

}3e  otewyse  werkes  as  fere-anonden  ^ 

He  lette  bo])e  Jjurlen  his  feet  and  lioMden^ ;  1152 

And  for  vre  woke  ])0U3tes  he  Jjolede  smerte 


"What  miht  he  fewne  do  for  vs  more  ] 
Xo  tonge  may  tellen  of  ))at  fore^ 
Ne  no  mownes  herte  ne  mihte  Jjenche  so 
As  he  Jjolede  for  vs  pyne  and  wo. 
And  ho  is  J?at  ne  mi^te  habbe  pite 
Of  such  frendschupe  &  charite  ] 
Suche  beo  fe  duntes  of  Batayle 
]3at  he  Jjolede  for  vs  wif-outen  fuyle. 
Ac  []3o]i  he  Jjolede  to  defe  ben  I-brou3t; 


us  avoiide  (!) 
Fr.  Et  pur  nos  mavois 
fez  foreins 
Se    lessa    percer 
piez  e  meins. 
*  r.  honde,  plur. 
»  H.  of  his  soore 


1160 


om.,  Fr.  Mes  quant, 
H.  And  he 


XXXVIII.    Tlic  Castle  of  Love.     Chrisfs  death,  385 

Yre  dej)  Jjorw  his  dejj  he  ha))  for-l)Ou;t.  1164    HeRufferd 

fFor  more  polede  he  an  hundret-fohle  ^m  <?eath 

8er\ve  &  pyno,  |)o  he  dyen  wolde, 
)3en  ))e  fend  mihte  for  eny  synne  1167 

I^ggen  hondl  yppon  nionkunne.     Fr.:T;!'liahIesnenre«tp.K>ir 

ffor  ))e  SOUle  loue))  \Q  bodi  so  a  ..mneine  nature  charger.    (Tl.e^Mlwm 

}3at  neuere  heo  nule  \i\m  wende  fro,  '^y 

ffor  no  pyne  ne  for^  sore,  »  h.  ne  for  no 

])Ai\^  me  hit  to-hewe  enermore,  1172 

Er  J?e  fyf  wittcs  ben^  lorcn  out-riht 

Al  lieore  virtue  and  al  heore  mijt : 

)5at  is,  Jje  Siht  and  })e  herynge, 

)3e  speche  and  J)e  Sniellynge,  1176 

And  )?e  felynge,  he  sclial  leosen  an^  ende       »  sim.  and 

Ar  he  wole  from  J)e  bodi  wende ; 

Kuvnde  ne  mav  for  no  binge     ,    .  ^ ,.     , 

'      '^         '  r.  t<)-delni«re  ? 

)5ole«  her  J,e  tifelynge.!      ^^  ^?---;>,xrrp^^.    HSO 

Ac  he  fat  alle  J)ing  mai  welde, 

1  )oublede  his  peyne  an  liondred-felde  :  ciiri»t  snfTerd 

.,.       .       1  11  .       ^      .  terribly  when 

nor  po  he  pynede^  on  be  CrOlS,  »  Fr.  pendi,  H.  honged  Hegavein> 

'  *  '  His  soul  nilh 

He  Jaf  his  SOUle  Avib  loud  vols.  1184     al«nderyoii 

-'  '  the  Cross; 

)3er  he  schewede  \ni  he  was  Ciod  so, 

Yre  Eaunsum  he  dude  J)o ; 

]3e  bodi  3it  liuede  wi))-outc  f ayle,  , , ,^9.00  om.  m  h.  b..t  His  ixkIv 

And  so  he  ou^rcoiu  J)e  Batayle.     *"■■•=  ];=;'?, Ju.r'Temw!  "'"'^''  "'*'  """ 

Kuynde  ne  mihte  fole  such  j>eyne  noii, 

ffor  J)e  fend  ne  mi^te  hit  neuer  legen  on.* 

■^  Marie,  ^layden  schene,^  *  ms.  And  o  Mary,  tiien 

Mihtful  Moder  and  Milde  Qwene,  1192   sinXn"  ° 

ffor  deol  mungen  I  ne  may  \K:vn.    '^ 

J3e  pyne  \a\>  \o\\  Jjoledest  fulke  day. 
Ac  ))e  propliecye  of  Symeon 

^Vas  folfuld  ))o  bi  fon,  1196 

As  wij)  sweixl  in  Jjulke  stounde 
j3ou  heddest  \o  ful  bitter  wounde. 
Ac  ]?i  loye  doublede  an  hondrut-folde 
\>o  he  from  dej)  vp  ryseu  wokle —  1200 

ffor  non^t  wor))  weore  liis  passion, 
Xeore  his  Eesuiexion. 
}5ou  seje  openliche  in  alle  ))inge 

VERXOX    MS.  c  o 


A 
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When  Clirist 
WM  (lead,  our 
I'liith  reKtetl 
only  in  Thee, 


Mary, 


Von've  lieard 
how  Jesus 
was  "coun- 
sellor," 


pleailcd  for 


and  showd  us 
I  lie  way  to 
liliss; 


now  I'll  tell 
vou  how  He 
is  God. 


One  r.ml 
createtl  the 
world,  and 
re<leenid  us ; 


You  may  see 
HisKodliead 
I....  by  His 
deeds. 


Of  his  Bdtayle  Jie  emlynge,  1204 

)5or\v  whom^  Jje  fend  was  al  mat  '  r.  wi.on? 

And  |)e  world  for-bou3t  &  brovi^t  in  stat. 

)je  troujje  of  vs  &  fe  be-leeue  also 

Bi-leuede  al  in  fe  ))0  j^  i  cf.  xxxvii.  v.  sj. 

In  wouhope  Aveore  his  disciples  vchon, 

Ac  jjou  weore  studefast,  euer  In  on — 

Ne  mijte  )?e  no  J?i»g  tonien  out, 

In  trewe  bileue  euere  J)ou  weore,  stillc  &  loud. 

Marie,  Mooder  of  pite, 

Mayden  ful  of  alle  bouwte, 

Vre  bileeue  was  J»o  in  fe,  I-wis  : 

And  nou  al  vi-e  hope  is, 

)5at  fou  bi-seche  \)i  sone  for  vs, 

)3at  so  on  Eode  for-bou3t  vs, — 

^E  habbejj  I-herd  of  swete  Ihe.sii 

c    Hou  he  Jjorw  his  much  el  v^-tu 

Vs  redej)  to  goode  euer-more, 

And  hou  he  wolde  vs  plede  fore, 

And  hou  he  wolde  to  Batayle  wende, 

And  hou  he  hit  oucr-com  an  ende. 

Nas  J>is  a  good  redes-mou 

jjat^  vs  so  deore  for-buggen  con,  »  Ms.^as 

And  ha])  I-rud^  vs  pa  way  '  =  prepare,  so  Uom.  2.  ir.:{. 

}3er  vchone  of  vs  fat  wole  he  may  1228 

To  ))e  blisful  loye  come 

\)at  so  lo??ge  Jjorw  adam^  was  bi-nomcl — 

Vnderstonde))  nou  ior])Ui'e  nojjeles  '  Fr.  par  Evain,  through  Eve. 

Hou  he  is  God,  and  euere  wes  :  1232 

And  je  mouwe  openliche  I-seon 

)?at  hit  ne  may  not  elles  ben. 

0  God  al  jje  world  wrou3te, 

And  J?ulke  god  vs  alle  forboujte. 

Oper  God  nis  non  |)en  he, 

\)e  God  of  whom  I  seide  er  fe  : 

Persones  freo  in  firille-hod 

And  0  God  cleped  in  on-hod. 

;Meni  may  also,  Clerkes  jjot^  co;2ne  reden 
I-seon  his  godhede  ))orw  his  deden  :  ^^^  j,„t.  H.a.«oie.kyscon 
ffor  al  J)e  deden  fat  he  dude  here  ^^  £  t^^^TJl^tu  v^^?^  • 


1208 


1212 


1216 


1220 


1224 


1236 


1240 

a/.  Me 
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[Were]  wip  Godhede  &  Monhede  I-meynti  I-fere.  1244 
And  nym  nou  3eme  &  J)ou  niilit  sen         exemjjlum 

HOU  pat  ilke-^  mihte  ben.        j.;  "^'.''tt'^  fei  f«rent  mellez 

Hose  hedde  a  swerd  here 


hnminesoe  e  de  deitez 
*  H.  this  tliyiig 


1248 


)3at  wel  I-steled  and  kene  were, 

And  he  hit  in  to  jje  fuir  dude, 

)3at  liit  were  brennynge  in  pe  stude : 

Ho  is  ])at  J)enne  mihte, 

"Whon  hit  barnde  so  brihte, 

J3e  fuyr  to-delen  pe  stel  fro 

Oper  pe  Stel  from  pe  fuir  mo  1 

And  hose  wip  pe  swerd  smite, 

Two  kuynden  he  mijte  sen  and  wite : 

Jje  Stel  Jjorw  kuynde  keruej)  apliht, 

And  pe  fuir  brande,^  and  pat  is  riht  ;^  » H.banietii,sim.breniieh 

And  al  of  0  swerd  hit  come.  '  f-=  I','.'^; Si'^ar^Itu™""" 


1252 


1256 


I'ut  a  Kword 
ill  the  lire  till 
it  bams. 


Also  is  of  Ihe^u,  Godes  sone 

Two  kuynden  he  ha|),  we  -vviten  bi  J)on, 

)3at  he  is  so  J)  God  and  so])  Mon.    ,  sim.fforattene«<^s«fJ,ispriuete 

ffor  atte  neces  of  fis  princee  (!)i   "prwete'""^  ^'■''  '"'^""■■"'"  ""* 

A  1.  1.     n      „„  «f  r<„1„l^„  W.  reads:  ffor  atte  neces  fr.  no- 

At  pe  Oaane  of  Ijralylee  ces)  [he  sche«-e.le]  l>is  pnuete. 

A  Gistnynge  he  made,  Architriclyn,    uter'Sn'siitiMir"" 
J3er  he  tomed  water  to  wyn.         -/;  l^  ^j,,^  ,„„i,.,^^,i„ 
Sixe  vessels  fer  weoren  1-don  :    |?i:';* JresTsuIft"!^^""  ""' 

Of  ivatpr  hp  barl  hpm  fnllp  son  •    ^-  ""'''''"  '^sdeawead  comande; 
VJI  A^  aier  Iie   Oaa  nem  lUUe  son  ,    ^.„^^^  l,omme  einplir  les  roua, 

A  ,  «,^.,  2  1  „  !,„  ^  ,!„„  ,„„4-   ..  i.„^  I„     Com  dieu  leawe  eu  viii  cliuiiga. 

As  mon-'  he  baa  clon  water  per-ln, 


1200    So  Jesus  is 


At  a  n-edding 
in  Caiia  of 
Galilee. 


as  Mail  and 
God, 


Of  soJ)fast  God  and  so))fast  mon,  1272 

And  elles-wher  ))er  he  eode, 

Muche  folk  ^  him  suwede  of  feole  Jjeode, 

J3at  fyf  Jjousend  men  he  haj)  I-set '  Fr.:  ou  taut  de  poepie  siwi  la 

And  w/j)  fyue  1oum-<  &  twey  fissches  hem  fed,  1276 

And  of  pe  Relef  pat  hem  leuede  bi-fore 

Twelf  cupe-ful  weoren  vp  I-bore  : 

As  Mon  lie  hem  pe  bred  to-breek, 

And  as  God  he  ha))  hem  I-fuUed  ek.  1280 

Of  La3ar  also  povi  miht  i-seon  epe, 
Hou^  he  him  arerede  from  pe  dej)e,  '  Fr.  Kant 

})at  foure  dawes  he  leij  adong 


He  also  fe<l 
5IKH1  men 
with  5  loaves 
and  i  fishes. 


and  niisd 
Lazarus  finom 
the  •tnive 
after  4  days. 


C  C    2 
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He  who 
:ili$;lite>l  in 
Mary. 


"  miglity." 

No  niaii  can 
tell  His 
streiiKlli. 


When  Aclam 
lost  PiiraUise, 


all  the  world 
liMil  to  CoUow 
the  Ifevil, 


In  J)e  Buriles,^  jjat  he  stonk  ;  J  sim.  buiitis  1284 

WiJ)  loud  voys  he  clepede  ])us  : 

"  La3ar,  a-Rys  and  cum  out  to  vs  : " 

Eiht  as  niou  he  clepede  to  him, 

And  as  God  he  arorede  liim.  1288 

In  alle  his  deden  me  may  wel  I-sen 

)5at  he  is  God  and  euer  schal  hen. 

Jjulke  God  alle  Jjing  dilite, 

}5at  in  fe  swete  IVIayden  alihte,  1292 

Al  vre  he-leeue  in  him  is, 

Vre  treujje,  and  vre  hope,  I-wis, 

Persones  |)reo  in  frilliliod, 

And  0  God  fauj,  in  on-hod.  129G 

Nou  3e  habhej)  I-herd  Avitterly 
Hou  he  is  god  almihti. 
Ac  his  strengjje  ne  may  no?i  telle, 

Herte  fenke,  ne  Mouj)  spelle.  1300 

iior  ))e  hei^e  nome  l\\es\\ 
Ha])  in  him  so  niuche  ve>-tu, 

)5at  al  fat  is  in  heuene  hi3e,  >  H.  in  erthe,  Fr.  K  en  lene 

A-boueni  &  hi-neo))en,  feor  and  nei3e,  1304 

Bouwe])  to  ))ilke  nome  vchon. 

itbr-])i  \>€r  ne  may  hit  telle  non, 

His  miht  &  his  streugfe  hou  hit  go]),  1307 

I3ut  as  a  Mon  J>e  liynde  flej>.^     >  Fr.:  Mescomeenronsant  leseorce 

Sumwhattouchen  IchuUe  fonde^  ^ iS^li^-^'-CJi^l^lll^l 
Of  J?at  Ich  may  vnderstonde. 
j5o  Adam  hedde  I-loren  jjonv  synne 
Heuene  &  corJ>e  Sc  i)aradyses  Avinnc,  1312 

))e  ffend  hedde  such  miht  \o 
)5at  al  fe  world  moste  after  \\\m  go ; 
Ifor  -whom^  ])e  world  was  furst  wroujt  1315 

He  haf  him  Vnder  I-brOU3t.  K,*';^celui°p;.r  ki  le  mnn.l  fn  fet 

Such  strengjje  he  him  fo  ches  ^" «""  p"*"'""'  ""'•^•'' 

})at  prince  of  al  ))e  world  he  w^s.^ 

Jjer  nas  non  for  l)is  goodschupe,  » ^^  "^^^^^^^^ 

ffor  pcnaunce  ne  for  holyschupe,  1320 

)5au3  he  pynede  hi»t-self  in  flesch  and  fellc, 

)5at  ))e  fend  ne  ladde  him  to  helle. 

Aci  >e  streng>e  of  Ihe.s'U,  Godes  soue,        '  J!,!;-^'^^-  "•  «"'• 
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Hym  hab  al  mated  aud  oiier-coiiie.  1324    nut  the 

'  sliviiatli  of 

Ouercomc?;  and  I-mat  lie  was  ful  sone,  Jesus  over- 

came liim. 
)3o  he  wende  of  him  to  done 

As  he  hedde  don  of  ofer  alle 

J)at  he  lette  in  to  helle  falle^ —   »  isea-ai  adiie.Uo  ti.e  Fr.  1328 

^Alle  he  ladde  herbifore  after  his  wille         *  Ms.com 

And  in  to  lielle  con  2  hem  spille.-'    '  "e,«  Ipyiw''"" '""  ""''''''^ 

To  Jje  croys  he  con  come  wiicu  the 

And  Avolde  liabben  his  soule  I-nomc.  1332    haveseiz.i 

Ac  he  fayh'de,  fe  Ti"aytoiir  ! 

He  was  a-bat«d  of  his  tour  I  ^       I- "•  ".'.""V'i*       »       ,  . 

Fr. :  11  est  de  son  torn  absUuz 

fibr  Codes  Godhede  lii/»  hajj  dou«  c;ist  GoU  cast  him 

In  to  helle,  and  I-bomulen  fast,  1336 

ffor^  J)orw  his  Godhede  his  soule  eode 

Jjidere,  for  hise  bat  liedden  neode,    »  Fr.rOuiimeiinesestaie 

pat  3ore  hedden  him  a-bide  i:u{s»-44)  aaa«i  to  the  Fr. 

And  sore  longeden  to  gon  liim  mide.  1340 

Helle-^ates  he  al  to-breek,  amst  hroke 

And  to-daschte  al  fe  fendeS  ek,l      »  Fr.  Le  poer  ilu  diaWe  a  toleit, 

A  gret  bite  he  hot,  of  helle  noni  ^  '  J"'-  5  eufen.  fist  un  graiit  mors, 

°  '  Ke  tu7.  lea  suvus  eiitreit  hoi-s. 

And  drouh  alle  hise  out,  vchon,  1344   and  brought 

.      ,    ,  1         ,   .  1    o    1  •        ,  II.  out  His  folk. 

pat  leeuedew  his  come^  &  mm  knewe     Ms.nome; 

'  H.comjng;  Fr. venue 

And  serueden  \\\m  wi))  lierte  trewe. 

Such  strengjie  nas  neuer  I-henl  ar  J)is,  su<-ii 

Xe  neuer  schal,  but  of  him,  I-wis  !  1348   "fverwas 

before ! 

nor  ]je  nieste  streiig))e  he  al  bi-reuede, 

Jjat  be  fend  in  be  world  heuede.^  '  ^'■- 1>«  *"*  '•'  ff"-"'?""'"  ^*'f 

'  '  Ke  feust  el  niuud  tist  mater. 

He  was  en- Armed  ful  stronge, 

}3at  his  3at  wuste  ful  longe  :  1352 

Ac  )po  fe  strengore  him^  ouer  com,  ^^  M'ei'quant  n  Pius  fort 
Gret  preye  he  him  bi-nom.2  ses'r;i::iiri:'hn  ad  toieit. 

ffor-)3i  him  sei]?  wel  Ysaye,  *  *"'•  *  "•  """*•  isaiai,  fore- 

]?at  sei))  in  his  prophecye  1356 

]Pat  he  scholde  "  ]\[yhtfoP  "  I-cleped  Ixm.    >  Ms.Myidefoi 
His  strengfe  may  no  mon  I-seon,  His  streugth. 

Xe  no  tonge  ne  mihte  reden 
Ne  J)ou3t  Jjenken  his  mihtful  deden.  1360 

ffor  his  niiht  me  oujte  him  drede,  weou^i.tfo 

And  for  his  swetnes  h.\m  lone  ful  uede.  Him?'" 

)3is  is  vre  [s]child^  and  vre  help,       »  ms.  child,  h.  shiia 
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1  Fr.  Ki  faiit  se  vout  liuinilier 
K  8i)i  ildiier  pur  ims  sauver. 


1372 


Isninli  also 
cairt  Clirint 
"Fill  her  of 
the  worlil  ti 
come." 


MS.  bisynnynge, 
H.byddyiig 


111  tliis  way: 


We  each  siiul 
thro'  Adain, 


JesuK  vaX&A 
us,  and  is  our 
Father. 


Never  did 
Father  love 
Child  as  He 
lovd  us : 


Vre  strengfe  and  vre  ^elp,  1364 

Vre  be-leue  and  vre  socour, 

Vre  treufe  and  vre  honour ; 

J3at  so  Boxum  bi-com  for  vs,  1367 

He  ^af  him-self  to  sauen  vs.^ 

And  ul  o  God  dude  J)is, 

ffader  and  sone  and  holigost,  I-vvis. 

Su??idel  36  habbej)  i-herd  nou  riht 
of  his  sfcre?igj?e  &  of  his  milit. 
ac  herkne])  ^\t  forJ)/»*e  of  Ysaye, 
}?at  cleped  him  in  his  praphecie 
'fEader  of  fe  world  J)at  scholde  come^.' — 
fEor  while  he  walkede  her  atte  frome,  1376 

He  folfulde  in  alle  J>inge 
Alle  holye  prophetes  biddynge.^ — 
Hou  he  Is  ifader,  je  schullen  I-heren 
And  hou  we  alle  of  him  I-streoned  wcrere.  1380 

)30rw  Adam  We^  SUHgeden  furst  Vchon    ^  Fr.  trestuz  pecherent 

And  eeten  jje  Appel  wij)  hi?«  anon, 

And  ^  alle  we  ^  of  him  I-streoned  Weoren,    '  Fr.  Kanque de  lui  en- 
tendre furent 

be  cors  bat  he  beer  alle  we^  beeren  :  i^a  maieicm  kii 

'  '  '  out  enreiit. 

}3orw  kuynde  we  hedden  Jje  curs  alle —  '  h.  that   s  om.  in  h. 
Jjorw  Eiht  ne  niijt  hit  el!es  bi-falle.  1386 

lAdam  vr  fader,  \q  forme  mon, 
ffleschliche  streoned  vs  euerichon  : 
Ac  fulke  flescliche  streonynge 
Beere  vs  Bale  and  Serwynge, 
Neore  fe  grace  of  swete  Ihesu, 
Jjat  vs  strenede  [forw]  gostliche  vertu.  1392 

Jjorw  Adam  we  weore  to  dejje  I-deniet : 
Jjorw  Ihe^u  vp  rered  and  al  I-quemed  ; 
He  is  vre  ffader  ariht, 

And!  so  goodliche  vs  ha)5  I-diht  iH.xhat  1396 

J3«t  wij)  his  blod  he  vs  washed^  of  sinne 
And  brou^t  vs  out  of  wo  to  winne — 
Xeuer  fiader  for  no  childe 
Of  fyn  loue  nas  so  freo  ne  mylde  ! 
Jjat^  from  fe  Koode  for  vre  neode 
Eiht  in  to  helle  he  code, 
Ifourti  tymen  Jjer  he  wes 


I  Fr.  Kar  Adam  nostie  pere 
estoit 
E  plianienment  nns  en- 
gendroit. 


MS.  waked.  Fr.  lava 


1400 


1  r.  |>an  ?  H.  ffor 
Kant  ii  nus  out  tuz  recliatez, 
Par  sa  niort  de  inort  deli\  rez 
Kn  enlerii  puis  s'en  alu. 
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Qi  J)at  he  vp  risen  dies —  '  Ms.  |?o  1404 

Jjat  Avas  on  pe  Jjridde  clay, 

Erliche  vppon  a  sonenday, 

\)o  ]>e  rn^t  fro^  ))e  day  to-bi-ek — 

So  seide  seynt  Austin  \>o  he  sjMik  ; 

Wi))  him  he  drou^  out  alle  hise 

)3at  dijeden  in  his  seruise, 

ffrom  J)e  tynie  jjat  he  Adam  wron3te 

[0]  ^  fat  he  vp  ros  and  vs  for-boujte. 

To  his  disciples  he  hi»i  schewede  I-lome 

And  Eet  &  dronk,  eode  and  come. 

ffourti  daAves  he  was  heere  fulliche, 

And  precliede  hem  go<ies  kineriche. 

Vppon  1  holy  foresday,  Jjer  on  his  nome 

Heo  weren  I-gedered  alle  I-some 

Vppon  a  stude,  \>ev  he  among  hem  com 

And  of  mis-bileue  hem  vndemom.  1 420 

In  whonhope  and  doute  heo  -sveoren  vchon, 

3it^  heo  se^en  him  alyue,^  a  lyues  mon,     » r.  t>et  hed  se^en 

)3o^  jit  ne  mill  ten  heo  for  no  wit 

Eiht  to  so|>e  I-leeuen  hit. 

Ac  heore  doute  was  vre  bi-heue 

And  fastnede  fill  wel  vre  bi-leeue, 

ffor  muche  vs  dude  sikernesse 

Of  Thomas  misbilenenesse,  1428 

J?at  nolde  for  no  mon  pat  Avas 

Bi-leeuen  J?at  he  ded  and^  arisen  was        •  om.  dedaud 

Ar  he  hedde  hondlet  J>e  wou«de  so  wyde  1431 

)5at  longeus  made  in  his  syde,i  '  r---  L^L^/^J^'ll^eTfiTt!"'"*''* 

And  seon  pe  wou/zdes  grene  and  weet^   » 1433-6  added  to  tiieFr, 

"\V3uche  )3at  weoren  on  honden  &  feet. 

"W\0  schewed  Ihesus  him  his  wondes  wyde 

J      In  hondes  &  feet,  &  Jjuike  on  his  syde, 

"  )3ou  art,  1-cbot,"  quaf  Thomas  J)0, 

"Mi  God  and  my  lord  also." 

"  3e,  Thomas,"  qua)?  Ihe.'ni  crist, 

"  )3ou  hit  leuest  lor  Jjou  hit  sixt : 

Alle  heo  moten  I-blessed  l)en 

))at  hit  leeuen  fauj  heo  hit  not  sen." 

Openliche  he  made  fulke  day 


ro««  on  tlie 
third  d;iy. 


1408 


141: 


1416 

»  r.  O  J>on  ^  Till  the 
Fr.:  l)eskesar:iscen- 
rion 
Ouilestoientic. 


*  r.  arj-se? 

ef.  Fr.:  Kartuz  fiirent  en  dotanoe, 
Ki  resusoite  ven  reurent 
E  nepurksint  nelcreurent. 


He  sliowd 
Himselt  t<i 
His  di«-iples. 


and  on  Holy 
Thursday 


Thomas's 
nnhelief  gave 


1436 


1440 


for  Jesns 
showd  him 
His  wounds 
in  hanils,  feet, 
and  side. 


would  believe 
wiUiont  see- 
ing Him. 
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He  Kent  His 
(lisoiples  to 
preiioli  to  iill 
creatures. 


nixl  to 
baptize  tliem. 


In  baptism 
we  are  new- 
born. 


Tliua  He  is 
our  Fatlier, 


and  we  His 
cliiUlren. 


We  mav 
cli.ini  ImUlly 
our  rifflits  in 
Heaven. 


He  lanie 
from  Heaven, 
and  save  us 
peace. 


fEaste  and  silcer  Vrc  lav.^      '  ^r.  a  oen  inr  vm,t  apertemcnt      1 4  44 
•J  La  lui  tenner  de  tute  gent.       '^^^^ 

Wif  his  disciples  he  set  po 
As  he  was  er  I-wont  to  do, 
And  sette  tweyne  &  tweyne  to  gon 
5ond  al  J)e  world,  to  prechen  vchon  1448 

To  alle  schaft  and  to  alle  wihte —     , 

I  l*49-5nom.  in  H. 

bat  is  to  mon  borw  rihte^ ^'■-  *  ""i^f""  <-ieature.  (cf.  Marc.  10) 

'  >  Cest  a  lioinine  par  ili-oiture 

)jat  heo  bi-leeue7i  \n  godes  sone — \at  is,  in  him- —  ^r.iie 
And  bat  vche  mon  fohvede  hini,^  ,    ,,     ,,     1-1 .52 

I  '  » r.  fulwed  lie 

In  )?e  ffader  [nome]  and  in  fe  sone  also  ^'■-  Ki^en  lefizdeuereus- 

And  in  Jie  holy  gost  Jjat  glit  of  hem  bo ;     ^  ^^"■"-  *"'  ''*"" 

ffor  hose  neore  I-bore?i  eft  at  fe  frome, 

In  to  heiiene  ne  mijte  he  neuer  come  ;  1456 

Ac  ])ulke  pat  be]j  I-fulwed  in  Riht  bi-leeue 

Schulen  beo  broujt  in  Godes  ^  bi-heue.  '  •■■^™'«  i'"'-- semmt 

-"  nils  en  sauvete/,. 

Wei  openliche  he  schewe])  vs  pcrfore 
Jjat  vche  mon  mot  eft  ben  I-bore.  1460 

And  3if  we  schulen  eft  I-boren  ben,  ,  j,^  g,,,,,,^.  ^f  j,,. . 
We  mote  comen  of  sume^  streon  :  FimTnfrlTx'en^^^^^ 
J3at  is  fe  water  of  vertu,  j;n;::S^^'i^fest. 

Jjer  vs  gostliche  strene])  swete  Ihe^'u  ;  1464 

And  whon  he  vs  hajj  so  strened,  I-wis, 
fforsope  vre  ffader  he  is, 
And  penne  we  alle  his  children  be)?. 
Sikerliche,  vnwrestliche  he  deep  1468 

Jjat  such  ffader  ne  louep  wzp  al  his  pon3t ! 
He  ne  eet  of  pe  Appel  riht  noujt : 
Baldeliche  we  mouwe  porw  hiw  craue 
Vre  Eihtes  in  heuene  to  haue ;  1472 

i¥or  he  hap  alle  pe  lawen  I-wyst,^ —  >  or.  wust 

Of  0  poynt  ne  hap  he  mist, — 
J3at  ncwerQ  neore  I-wust  ne  I-holde 
Er^  he  him-self  comen  wolde.  ih.  iient  1476 

)3e  fforme  Mon  pat  of  eorpe  com, 
Brou3t  vs  werre,  and  pees  bi-nom  : 

Jjat  o\)ur  Mon  from  heuene  com  wip  meyn 
And  hap  I-^olden  vre  pees  ajeyn.  1480 

ffleschliche  was  pe  forme  mon, 
}3at  muche  wo  vs  brou3te  vppon, 
)3at  was  out  of  paradys  I-pult, 


XXXVIII.    The  Castle  of  Lave.     Christ  ascends. 


30:3 


1487 


1492 


k-ote  a  ses  seinz  ! 
Ie:«  iiiiwes  oil  il 
,  \ elite,  et  voie. 


And  al  his  ofspring  for  liis  gult :  1484 

Ac  vre  gostlych  tfader,  swete  Ihe6ai, 
Ys  bryngej)  a3eyn  fonv  his  vertu ; 
He  J)at  from  heuene  coiu, 
ffrom  louh  aiihei3  he  vs  vp  nom.   '  *    Kiviutau. 
)jat  from  eoij?e  com,  to  eorjje  he  gej) ;  ^ 
)3at  from  heuene  com  to  heuene  he  ste)). 
On  holy  ])oresday,  \ev  al  |je  folk  I-sei^ 
"\V3uche  fat  stoden  a-bouten  hi/«  neih, 
])Q  wey  he  made,  vs  to  lede, 
jjorw  J)e  skewes,  J)er  he  code,     ,  ^f.Fr.: 
Wi|»  sojjnesse,  and  way  of  lij)  ^ ; 
J3c  feire  cu/upanye^  him  ladde  wijj  »  h.  pray,  Fr.  proie  1496 
}3at  he  out  of  helle  nom, 
))at  to  muche  blisse  com. 
To  Jjulke  blisse  he  made  hem  wende 
)pat  euer  lastejj  wijj-outen  ende;  1500 

J5er  he  wone]?  as  he  dude  er, 
\Y'\\  his  Ifader,  O  God  )jer, 
Persones  fireo  in  Jjrillihod, 

And  0  God  ))au3  in  on-hod ;  1504 

Jjaf  alle  )jing  Avrou3te,  as  fou,  mon,  wost, 
ffader  &  sone  &  holygost ; 

Jpau3^  vche  nome  of  fise  )jre  '  h.  And  ihawgii 

iSinderliche  [be  seid]-  as  he  ou3te  to  be,  1508 

0  God  hit  is  wif-outen  care,     ^^  ^  \.^:  ^^^^^T^ 
Of  aUe  schaftes  schuppare  ;  ^l  -ta^tTruiTu'Se 

To  whom  loye  &  honour  bi-come 
Wi)?-oute7i  ende,  ))e  holy  gonie.^ — 
Xow  biseche  we  God  for  his  '^tlerci 
Such  lyf  her  leden  and  so  trtisti, 
)3at  we  his  heste  holden  so  long, 
)3ulke  pes  vs  wonye  among 
)5at  he  sende  hovi  heuene  to  monkinne. 
And  J)«t  he  wone  w/)?  vs  wif-Inne, 
And  aftur  Jiis  lyf  to  loye  wende. 
Jjis  writ  in  god  nime])  nou  ende, 
\ier  is  ende  and  byginnynge, 
So  holy  writ  seyf,  of  alle  finge  : 


He  made  us 
a  way  tliro" 
tlie  skies. 


and  Ie<i  His 
roiiipaiiy  to 
bliss  ever- 
lasting, 


with  His 
Father, 
three  in  one. 


1  In  Hallin-ell's  ed.  iiere  fol- 
lows a  last  part  (see  p.  44)3- 
6  below) :  on  the  15  tokens, 
the  day  of  doom,  and  the 
dowers"  in  lieven,  in  308  vv. ; 
and  vv.  1513-21  are  wanting. 


1516 


1520 


May  God 
grant 


us  to  dwell  i 
His  peace 
here. 


and  go  to  His 
Joy  when  we 
die! 
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God  leeue  vs  here  so  ende 

\)a\,  we  ben  worfi  to  heuene  wende,     Ame«.i  1524 

1  Then  follows  Ypotys,  fol.  CCXCVI,  ed.  before  in  Altou/l. 
Leg.,  N.  F..  p.  341-8,  and  from  another  MS.,  Cott,  Calig.  A  11, 
with  readings  from  Arund.  140,  Ashm.  Gl,  Cott.  Tit.  A  XXVI, 
ib.  p.  511 — 526;  2  other  MSS.,  Ashm.  750  and  Douce  323, 
were  ed.  in  a  dissertation,  Berlin,  1887. 


Variolas  Readings  to  XXXVIII  from  HallivxU's  MS} 

{Ed.  1849  foj-  pi-ivatc  circulation.) 

Title  in  verse  om.  1  He  that.  2  wille  helpene  3  flbr  ther  was  .  i- 
wrowglit  5  ther  was  .  evyl  6  But  evyl .  wes  .  pe  qui.  7  ffadur  8  ever  inst. 
of  on  eor>e  .  syst  9  cone  .  art  in  trinite  10  in  unite  11  Withoute  12  ought 
ovi-e  13  Worshyp  14  crownyd  kyng  ys  15  throwgh  .  beth  16  AUe 
goodnesses  .  seth  (i-  om.).  17  graunt  us  to  thencke  &  worken  18  fro.  19 
Alle  we  to  have  helpe  we  nede  20  Thawgh  we  be  not  .  alle  om.  thede  21 
i-bore  22  oon  23  not  inst.  of  we.  24  Ebru  .  that  ofte  beth  wiyte  25 
ffrensh  .  speehyne  26  in  this  w.  sechyne  27  dryht  28  As  om.  awglit  .  is 
29  Loovyng  to  synge  .  full  Jorne  30  syche  .  als  .  lorne  31  Xo  mones  ay  ne 
be  adrede  32  Ne  his  ledone  shall  not  be  hed  33  To  herien  God  .  hath 
wrowght  34  al  om.  thys  w.  35  I  wyl  .  shewe  36  hem  .  can  ,  i-knowe 
38  In  .  I-chul  39  ffor-why  .  was  furst  wrowght  40  And  therafter  41 
fadur  hade  to  byn  liys  42  The  ioj  and  myrthe  of  p.  43  It  to  w.  and  it  to 
welde  .  syche  44  shulde  ther  to  hevyn  45  But .  bit  alle  46  And  s.  shall 
here  how  he  f.  w.         47  liye  kyngessone  sone  49  But  ther  werene  fowre 

oystren  i-boren  50  And  om.  prisoner  .  wes  51  lieryn  52  they  cussyde  . 
sawght  53  he  sone  lyght  55  This  castel  M.  56  Tlierin  57  telle  forlhe 
we  shul  58  to  us  sayd  wysly  59  "per  om.  i-  om.  60  i-Jevyn  61  name  . 
I-nempned  om.  byn  62  men  .  I-  om.  63  myjhti  .  rihtwys  64  And  of  .  to 
om.  65  Lord  pa  om.  66  Off'  all  the  nomes  bow  67  Whe  shuUe  30W  telle 
that  Je  shul  wyten  68  domesday  .  I-  om.  69  shuUe  70  somdele  .  pyne  71 
it  be  wrytene  in  Englysshe .  dark  72  And  liave  no  savor  aforen  a  dark  73 
lewde  .  lytell  75  And  who  so  .  wytur  .  wyce  76  Jorne  77  micbel  of  lintel 
79  fvnden  80  fay  81  byfalle  .  Goddys  83  Jef  Je  .  er  84  made  (I-  om.) 
85  fho  inst.  of  ffor-]ji.  I  om.  88  hathe  alle  90  seventh  91  Lusteneth  to 
my  talking  (lordynges  om. )  92  at  the  begynnyng  93  Hede  i- wrowght  h. 
Av.  so  mychel  gynne  94  J^e  om.  angels  so  teyre  and  bryght  and  feyre  (!)  w. 
95  per  om.  aftur  96  in  here  97  waxed  98  That .  anonryjht  cast  99  ttelle 
100  3et  wes  .  ]}0  om.  sevyn  sythe  101  Biyjhtur  .  forso])e  om.  she  103 
And  alle-so  the  mone  shon  104  As  the  sonne  dothe  in  105  nowght  106 
l)rofyt  107  And  alle  .  that  shupte  weren  110  whiche  sorewe  .  dyel  111  they 
byth  browght  112  osprynge  113  thay  byth  114  dulfuUe  116  And  .  telle 
30W  118  serve  119  Godhede  al  120  fayled  121  flyue  122  shulde  byne 
123  Blossome  .  ryce  124  And  om.  bettur  .  yce  125  though  .  he  om.  alle 
welle  done  126  valley  .  Ebrone  127  shope  A.  at  the  last  129  the  holy 
Trynite     130  soul  so  f.  and  fre     131  showe     132  to  have  .owe      133  liymc 

1  Halliwell  does  not  name  the  MS.  he  used ;  he  only  says :  the  text  of  his  ed.  was 
chiefly  (!)  taken  from  a  MS.  in  private  hands.  His  MS.  is  much  younger  ;  it  omits  tinal  -e 
in  mijte.  hijte,  taujte,  broujte,  moste,  wolde,  wente,  but  adds  it  in  come,  breke,  <fec. 
Most  readings  are  deteriorations  or  arbitrarily  made  to  help  the  sense ;  some  few  contain 
the  original  reading  or  help  to  find  it,  where  the  Vernon-text  is  spoiled ;  none  can  with 
certainty  be  ascribed  to  a  later  or  new  revision  with  the  French  text. 
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ladde  134  cast  slepe  .  al  om.  125  nome  136  come  137  3ef  •  to  byiie  is 
wyfe  138  h.  hyme  .  3ef  hyme  is  \s7tte  fyfe  139  dele  the  evyll  fro  .  goode 
140  hem  wel  141  3ef  .  Jet .  worship  142  loi-dship  143  That .  londe  144 
Shulde  byne  .  his  owne  honde  145  And  feyrelak  .  myche  146  And  alle 
147  wonyne  inne  148  and  '  om.  sorowe  149  god  150  byth  151  lyvi-n  . 
3onge  152  And  all  tho  that  of  hem  two  spronge  153  tale  .  sowles  .  fro  hevjn 
155-6  Tho  Adam  and  hys  osprynge  shulle  hevj-ne  ajeyue  fulfylle,  So  blessed 
and  bry3ht  be  thowrgh  Goddys  wylle  157  Ky3ht  as  the  s.  .  told  158 
Biyjhtur .  is  nowe  bv  s.  159  they  .  hevyn  wynde  160  To  ioy  Hnd  bl.  .  eynde 
161  dethis  162  alle  163  Ifro  .  ilke'om.  '  164  styen  166  Among  gret 
mp-the  .  angels  167  To  lawes  169  Thet  .  wes  .  thowgh  l70Thet.wes 
i-clei>ed  171  Thet .  at  1.  172  holde  Goddys  173  Thet .  was  that  to  hym 
174  appuU  he  shuld  never  ete  175  Of  that '  176  So  hym  s.  and  hy3ht  177 
Thet  whensoever  the  appull  he  3ete  178  that  lyfe  he  shulde  179  alle  tlie 
kynne  .  come  180  have  the  same  dome  181  heoled  .  best  ary3ht  182  hym 
3ef .  mychel  183  welde  .  world  is  184  Withoute  .  sorewe  185  Seysone  to 
Adam  delyuerd  wes  tho  186  wonnen  187  myche  188  Away  full  s.  hit 
all  190  And  browght .  myche  191  appul  3e'e  192  Goddys  best  he  dede 
forlete  193-4  And  sethyn  his  lawes  he  breke,  The  lawe  of  kynde  and  the  lawe 
set  eke  195  he  om.  dede  aftur  is  wyfys  196  heoled  .  best  197  Thus  is  . 
rufull  198  "Was  om.  I-cast  199  i-dfyven  200  in  the  w.  to  lys^yne  201 
forsakyn  202  dylfull .  himself  i-takyue  203  hath  hym  boryne  204  Mirth 
wyth  ry3ht  he  hath  forloryn  205  That  m.  .  >at  om.  welle  have  206  shall 
he  now  .  crave  207  Out  om.  i-pult  209  con  210  That  A.  had  tresi>a.st  so 
211  hadyn  hocowre  212  That  mon  shuld  wonj-n  in  the  blessed  honowre 
213  Hit  he  hade  .  prude  215  mychel .  here  216  alle  .  aftur  217  when  . 
hade  i-1.  here  longe  in  e.  218  At  the  L  dye  219  helpe  here  220  ne  most 
221  to  .  bespekyn  222  wold  not  foreward  brekyn  223  ffulle  e\-\\\\ .  mychel 
he  224  Ijus  om.  this  w.  226  mychell  227  ne  om.  228  But  hit  peyred 
tho^vI■gh  his  wonnyng  229  But  for  the  wonnyng  of  him  hit  was  not  long 
230  Sere  that  synne  was  so.  231  3ef .  alle  232  And  synne  w.  h.  by  all  his 
my3ht  233  synne  .  is  alle  oon  234  And  Adam  dede  wone  235  Goddys 
best  breke  236  the  appul  he  3ete  237  lost  is  238  to  pyne  239  >e  om. 
kynkes  .  3et  240  usyth  thilke  242  synnes  243  feyror  wes  .  er  om.  tliynk 
245  Now  is  he  .  is  servaunt  and  246  undei-stondeth  247  And  when  . 
servid  thorgh  thewdome  248  He  dede  withoute  249  And  servise  ne  thrall 
they  mow  250  eritage  251  is  om.  252  So  sone  his  er.  is  253  Ne  in  curt, 
noo  254  Me  owed  not  to  answer  ne  him  u.  255  mote  256  That  my3ht 
swewe  (!)  257  myjht  258  that  kynde  259  be  boren  260  ne  om.  3ete 
none  of  261  And  that  have  I-wyst  with  wynne  262  lawes  withoutyn 
263  Theke  too  264  And  the  totljer.  M.  of  S.  265  Moysen  3even  266  3et 
i-holdyn  nes  267  Of  mon  .  evir  dede  synne  268  of  syche  mon  mynne  269 
thenk  other  k.  270  "\Mio  seche  a  wondur  mj^ht  do  or  271  Sey  .  stede 
272  As  I  before  dede  273  ffor  now  is  tyme  that  I  hit  telle  274  ffor  it  be- 
hovyth  to  our  spelle.  275  Ther  wes  .  myche  277  hede  278  Of  alle  seche 
wj-t  of  alle  syche  wone  279  And  of  all  seche  chere  280  his  fadur  dere  (in 
his  manere  om. )  281  oone  .  they  were  282  oone  studfastnes  283  volnes  . 
they  were  ful  ryjht  284  thei  werene  285  fadur  .  alle  begoon  286  belye  . 
kj-ndome  287  Alle  that  was  of  hys  b.  288  hit  wolde  289  And  foure 
dowghtryne  hede  this  k.  290  And  to  uche  he  wes  lovyng  291  3ef  one  . 
fulnes  292  wit .  wysnes  293  befalle  294  3et  wes  alle  this  volnesse  297 
kyndam  298  hit  om.  iustisyn  299  nomen  300  dowghtur  is  M.  301 
doujter  om.  302  Sothe  303"systur  we  clepon  804  And  Pes  .  fourth  305 
Withoute  these  .  worship  306  ther  may  .  lordship  307  er  308  Hede .  dede 
309  bothe  str.  310  wes  31 1  insyjht .  rj^hdome  312  he  wes  313  de- 
lyverd  314  That  in  sorewe  h.  pyned  ichoon  315  And  of .  thei  hadyn  dowte 
316  But  hadde  him  in  here  rowte  317  And  thei  deden  him  318  pyned  . 
sore  om.  withoute.  Title  om.  319  she  sy^h.  320  The  prison  hede  here  hert 
swyth  ny3h  321  She  my3ght  here  no  lenger  hold  322  Tofore  .  come  sheo 
wold      323  shcwe  .  here      324  ffor  to       325  <iuod  sheo  .  fadur  myne       326 
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dowghtur  tliyne  328  grace  .  goodiiesse  329  alle  I  haue .  thorgli  the  331 
sorfull  wrecche  p.  333  among  334  pyne  thu  hast  him  doon  335  Theimadeu 
him  a.  in  theke  gret  synne  336  Tliorgh  here  feyre  behest  witlioiite  blynne 
337  him  om.  and  inst.  of  jif .  appulle  eten  338  And  Goddis  lawes  forleten 
339  have  alle  .  God  340  Therfore  they  seyde  that  tre  wes  him  foiljode  341 
And  lyed  to  liim  therof.  heo  om.  rowgliton  342  falsnes .  they  343  Tlierfore 
let  falsnes  Jelden  be  344  wrecche  om.  prisoner  tliou  3eve  to  me.  346  grace 
347  And  of  alle  thi  dowghtryne  I  am  the  aldest  348  One  hem  alle  I  am 
baldest  349  They  dowghtur  I  ne  were  350  But  my  swetnesse  351  Grace 
352  swetnes  353  And  thorgh  thy  nowne  pyte  354  I-cliulle  .  to  om.  sanite 
355  gi-iice  356  Tylle  he  liaue  i-funde  thyne  ore.  Title  om.  357  So  soue 
Sothe  this  werk  syjtii  358  here  sistur  heore  h.  Jy^th  360  hade  .  him  om. 
demyd  (I-  om.)  .  eynde  361  here  mode  362  before  .  anon  up  stode  363 
Ifadur,  I  beseche  the  to  here  me.  364  ne  om.  may  not.  liit  oni.  365  hit 
om.  a  om.  366  Of  my  systere  Mercyes  w.  367  here  wylsfull  sermon  368 
out  om.  369  suche  inst.  of  swijjc  .  that  I  hit  syjh  370  ny3h  371  I  sey  . 
fc  om.  372  owest  not  373  she  374  Sothe  and  Ryjht  therwith  375  And 
om.  376  volnesse  I-comyn  I.  378  Mercies  .  rufuU  379  Jefsheo  .  sane  om. 
here  380  Savyn  alle  .  she  .  for  besechyn  381  Tlien  never  mysdede  sliulde 
byn  ab.  382  fadur  shuldest  be  dreded  383  And  tliou  art  alle  sothefaste  k. 
384  stabull .  all  385  Therfore  .  wowgh  386  ajeyns  me  i-nowgli  387  him 
con  388  That  he  never  grace  i-fynde  389  Grace  he  hath  alle  forlore  390 
wes  i- warned  .  before  391  sliulde  we  .  thike  392  That  pyte  of  liymself 
hade  non.  393  Hes  dome  he  m.  stonde  to  .  sygge  394  alle  .  abygge.  Title 
om.  395  i-heretli  396  And  up  her  stode  397  I  am  heo  seytli  398  kyiig 
and  ry^ht  399  Ryjlit  domes  byth  with  the  400  And  alle  thy  werkys  byth 
401  deej)  om.  mevyn  402  Hath  dome  deserved  as  Je  ?evyn  403  >at  om. 
fre  was  405  hede  hem  boo  406  went  407  betoke  .  wrath  .  wo  408  And 
to  synne  and  wrecchedome  his  fo  409  for  ever  thole  dethe  411  to  him  thy 
best  hestyst  412  Thorgh  sothe  then  deth  to  liim  thou  hettyst .  After  412 
H  has  2  vv.  more  :  And  tie  dcde  thi  hestes  breke,  And  oon  him  thou  wolldest 
by  ryjht  be  wreke.  413  Jef  414  gylt  415  And  Sothe  beiyth  416  And  els 
nedlyche  no  d.  417  Jef  418  Then  dome  .  i-  om.  419  not  to  420  wolle  sygge 
422  Aftur  here  gult  as  hit  heore  doth  befalle  423  this  .  syggeth  424  And 
allso  .  they  iuggeth  425  Xere  nowther  .  ne  om.  426  Ne  non  of  hem  mercy 
u.  427  As  a  diswaryed  mon  mysrad  428  he  his  myslad  429  helpyth  . 
whersere  he  wynde  430  And  his  foon  fyjhtyth  with  him  in  u.  eynde  431 
And  ban  stripte  .  alle  432  liim  alle  bare  maked  433  And  him  .  alle  434 
They  thenketh  he  shalle  be  in  prison  strong  435  His  foon  mad  en  him 
agultyn  wondur  sone  436  comyth  aftur  .  here  437  hym  heo  iuggeth  438 
E.  aftur  Sothe  that  wolle  sygge  439  And  Pes  with  hem  may  not  byn  440 
he  .  flyn  441  ne  bydyth  442  Tlier  as  werre  is  ny3h-honde  443  myjht 
444  And  so  of  londe  they  byn  i-d.  445  Ther  where  not  in  the  w.  i-levyd 
446  Nothyng  but  it  wes  dystiyed.  447  drownt  448  Save  .  soules  .  where 
449  In  Xoeis  flood  in  the  shippe  wer  heo  450  sonys  451  haden  452  alle  . 
is  ther  leved  no  more  453  owght  to  454  on  so  drury  dome  456  withoute. 
Title  om.  457  So  longe  that ,  atte  last  458  here  fadur  she  459  dowghtur 
and  of  the  i-nome  460  volnesse  .  I  am  i-come  462  too  systren  .  han  463 
they  464  neuer  come  465  ffor  thing  that  eny  mon  may  do  466  Mercy 
myjht  not  hem.  467  And  .  no  kynnes  thyng  468  I  myjht  not  come  hem 
amyng  (!)  469  And  the .  alle .  owne  470  Therfore  I  am  owt  of  472  tyll  that 
473  sustres  474  sawghtnes  .  so  ende  475  And  476  Thawgh  .  byn  set  477 
wyten  and  knowe  Pes  478  maystur  sheo  is  479  In  reste  and  pes  I  con 
niaken  480  Whi  shalle  481  When  eny  g.  dede  .  for  me  om.  482  have  me 
be  in  thowght  483  But .  ne  om.  lovyd  me  484  systur  nyll  485  I-chylle 
486  He  (!)  .  oweth  487  ]>e  om.  byth  .  i-send  488  a  evyn  489  shuUen 
490  Jevyn  .  demyn  evyn  491  ne  om.  dome  492  we  f.  byn  493  stonden 
(at-  om.)  494  loke  sethin  495  foure  fadur  496  ne  byth  not  of  497 
But  I  498  We  clepyn  ajcyne  the  d.  499  al  om.  Sothe  and  Ry?ht  wold 
500  To  Mercv  and  nic  hit  doth  not  t[.         502  Therfore  fadur  myne  thou  hit 
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jeme  503  goodnesse  504  Ther  wonteth  .  Pes  woll  505  "Wyt  ne  w.  is  506 
But  Pes  tlienvyth  be  f.  507  lovyth  .  withoute  508  withoute  509  oweth 
to  bvn  .  gret  510  lord  of  511  Therfore  .  owest  512  svstur  that  praveth 
the'  513— 517  om.  518  Til  era.  d.  shold  be  519flyii  520  f vile 
my  STstryn  byn  at  oone  522  is .  the  beren  523  sye  524  were  inst.  of  al. 
526  Thei  myj'ht  never  togedur  c.  527  Leve  fadur .  I  528  \ryt .  wysdoine 
529  And  om.  Wysdam  men  530  mychell .  lovest  532  in  thy  werk 
browghtest  533  byth  oon .  volnesse  534  and  strengthe  and  hyene&se  535 
All  I  chull  536  kyng  more  of  ryjhtwesnys  537  In  so  myche  fadur  I  take 
more  J.  539  furste  inst.  of  for  ]>e  540  of  the  p.  rueth  541  And  therfore  me 
rueth  well  542  cleputh  543  ffadur  thou  art .  mekefulle  544  Heere .  here 
over  545  Alle  here  wyll  I  chull  don  546  And  make  at  oone  S.  k  heere. 
547  Taken  548  wollen  it .  beden  549  And  I  alle  one  woll  dome  the  dome 
550  a  i.  oweth  551  make  552  to  cusse  .  sawght  sone  553  dryvyn  .  werre 
with  myn  honde  554  thi  555  Who  so  this  atbre  bese  con  556  openly  i-se 
557  betokenyng  558  Is  the  insy3ht  of  God  559  ffadur,  withoute  God  is 
m.  n.  560  hath  alle  561  hath  fulled  utrjjht  563  thawgh  564  volnesse 
565  Jeve  .  blesseng  567  han  .  I  owe  t.  568  make  569  Adam  om.  forlest 
hit  was  570  The  world  .  alle  572  Mou  my3ht  not  himself  do  keveryng 
573  ne  myjht  him  .  no  574  And  .  myjht  not  575  most  it  nede  576 
Goddys  sone  shuld  m.  577  And  mon  shuld  deth  tholyn  with  sorewe  r.  578 
shuld  uprysen  a^eyn  fro  579  ttbr  ells .  forloren  580  i-wrowght.  581  wheche 
1.  wych  b.  582  grace  and  whiche  s.  583  to  alyjht  ches  584  tfor  oon  sele 
sliejw  585  His  fadur  blysse  he  levede  and  ther-fro  Jeode  586  To  seche 
theke  shepe  in  uncowthe  Jode  587  Ther  is  not  seche  an  h.  non  om.  588 
lion  om.  mercyfuUe  a  L  589  syclie  a  590  meche  1.  on  him  591  ilyke  . 
him  wolde  592  sothen  suflFre  deth  593  Sore  he  awglit  his  handys  to  wrynge 
594  That  this  lord  wold  greve  for  enythyng.  595  Herketh  .  at  this  fiome 
596  this  sheperd  597  tydyngus  conivn  598  prophetvs  600  Elias  601  Ant 
I). .  levomie  602  And  D.  603  Eliseu  604  Tliei  seyn".  ryjht  well  605  Long . 
of  hem  606  But  herkynth.  The  Latin  quotation  om.  607  I-bor\Ti  608  son. 
i-jevyn  609  shulle  610  alle  this  shull  byn  612  rewfull .  of  lyjht  613  al 
om.  byn  614  And  prince  .  seyn  615  These  buth  .  nomes  .  nowe'i-leven  616 
tohimjevyn  617  Jef .  woUe  heryn  teUe  618  wondurfulle  619  Seche.  wes  , 
I-  om.  ny'saye  620  ]Xe  n.  weiyn  by  no  monis  day  621  Xe  never  shull 
come  622  As  was  when  God  mon  b.  623  sj-e  (I-  om.)  624  I-  om.  625 
fete  .  here  627  hede  his  fote  or  his  bond  forloren  628  he  weren  so  bothe 
i-boren  629  "Wliere  thei .  too  630  Xay  sotheli,  thei  nere  not  soo.  631  ffor 
thawgh  the  toon  hede  of  kynde  to  myclie  632  And  that  o.  to  lytell  and  betli 
of  divei-se  lyche  633  3et .  nede  om.  byn  634  a  forshapon  lym  635  And  . 
niychill .  byn  636  myjlit  seche  a  mon  i-syn  637  That  monkynde  hade 
uwtiyjht  638  That  he  nere  to  myehill  ne  to  lytyU  in  syjht.  640"forshapon 
thyng  641  a  good  h.  642  Seche  .  befall  643  who-so  isy3h  seche  a  shapyng 
644  clepon  .  wonderfuUe  645  3et  is  hit .  thousondfold  "  647  clepud  648 
sothefast .  and  monne  649  ne  om.  650  And  eke .  all  thyng  is .  I-  om.  651 
withoute  synne  he  is  e.  652  wone  tlierof  dede  653  Xe  shaj)  therto  non  nes 
654  I-rcd  655  nys  non  then  he  that  is  of  so  gret  my3ht  656  to  erthe  inst 
of  dude  657  ooure  .  nome  658  al  om.  wes  become.  65  als  wolde  660 
boiyn  .  wymmon  661  That  same  shap  662  mons  663  And  Got!  mv3ht 
not  in  no  m.  664  Alj-3ht  bote  .  stede  .  in  om.  665  stede  .  siker  om."  lie 
666  Ther  God  inne  to  aly3hte  ches  667  that  is  comlyche  668  Mychell . 
and  feir  om.  670  This .  c.  mychell  of  the  f.  671  meere".  betwvnnen  too  672 
He  hath  no  feyrelac.  673  ^vithowtyn  674  And  so .  aboutyn"  675  no  maner 
676  harme  677  hie  .  sownde  678  And  .  I-  om.  fiom  rofe  to  gi-ownde  (.')  679 
Ther  may  non  evyll  th}-ng  680  Ther  to  do  eny  grevyng  681  And  eke  hit  is 
so  levelych  682"  So  dredfull  and  comlyche  "683  tho  .  bcth  684  thei  fleth 
685  ffoure  s.  toure  ther  beth  abowte  686  wyte  >e  hole  t.  withowte  687  And 
alLso  ther  beth  .  baylys  688  So  om.  stronge  690  Ther  may .  here  feyrship. 
I-  om.  691  ne  om".  '  692  it  thenk  .  it  spelle.  693  tiysti .  fast  694  dyche 
buth  all  becast.       695  cornels  .  so  om       697  Seven  barljacaues  .  bvth    "  699 
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foure  700  ne  om.  socoiire  701  Ther  shalle  never  fo  stonde  him  wyth  702 
thidur  .  fle  seche  703  sycoure  .  abowte  704  alle  peynted  is  abowte  705 
colours .  byth  706  The  furst  the  fondement  is  all  g.  707  fast  lythe  708  is 
him  that  this  myrthe  sythe  710  colur  lesseth  (ne  om.)  711  And  sethyn  . 
abouten  om.  hue  712  Is  bothe  .  eke  om.  blue  713  cleputh  714  And  hyt 
s.  over  all  feyre  and  b.  715  ovenast  716  I-  om.  717  withinne  .  withoute 
718  abowte  719  raddur  .  euere  om.  720  Hit  semyth  it  barnede  all  722  As 
is  the  swan  when  heo  is  swymbyng  723  the  1.  724  After  om.  Enlong  on 
the.  725  Ther  never  there  comyth  wo  ny  wowgh  726  But  727  Aniyd 
the  toure  a  walle  dede  spryngo  728  That  never  is  drye  but  ernynge  729 
stremys  .  strykyn  730  on  732  Mechell  733  That  man  nedeth  non.  734 
aryjht .  watur  735  thike  toure  736  thorne  .  meche  737  As  whyte  as 
yuoiy  738  somers  .  when  heo  739  all  do  740  byth  741  oo  feyre  in  order 
i-ioyned  byth  742  So  feyre  thyng  in  erthe  .  i-syth  743  abowte  it  i-bend 
744  to  him  .  i-send  745  Ther  nes  never  so  feyre  a  chayere  746  To  kyng  ne 
to  emperour.  747  But  meche  more  worship  ,  Ii.ouJ  om.  748  Ther  God  to 
alyjht  ches  749  Suche  a  c.  is  ther  non  750  wes  .  thyke  751  here-aftur  . 
ne  om.  752  dyjht  753  hit  om.  and  hit  alle  dede  754  a.  himself  in  thilke . 
feyre  ora.  stede  755  kyndam  756  that  st.  myohe  757  That  759  and  hele 
and  sycornesse  761  maydons  body  .  fre  762  Ther .  nas  om.  hoe  763  I-  om. 
was  764  As  .  mayde  765  mere  betwynne  too  766  That  hoe  shuld  us  shylde 
from  767vsom.  768  Hoe  .  here.  After  768  H  has  2  vv.  more :  fforhoemay 
allerbcst,  And  hoe  woll  allerblyvest  769  true .  trysti  770  maydons  body.  for]>i 
om.  771  That  therin  never  synne  come  772  And  to  serve  God  alle  here  hert 
shoe  nonie  773  wyst  here  niaydenhode  .  muche  om.  774  With  grace  and 
wyth  s.  775  to  the  roche  fast  776  grenship  777  That  is  .  maydonis  778 
alle  here  779  here  .  >rtt  om.  true  780  e.  hit  is  grene  and  newe.  781  hire 
oni.  apertenent  782  To  .  and  fundement  784  feyreshipe  7^6  That  in  good 
liope  wes  here  lyvyng  787  Hoe  wes  788  serve  .  with  789  and  ]>&  om.  791 
br.mde  792  Ther  is  noon  .  mychill  794  hoe  .  alle  795  And  shoe  is  i-tend . 
fyre  796  To  servyn  here  God  ab.  798  kepyn .  hie  .  withowtyn  799  >at  om. 
abowten  lieere  me  syth  800  thei  byth  801  strenghe  .  slyjhship  802  Ryjht- 
wesnes .  warship  803  hath  inst.  of  wi}).  804  That  non  evylle  ther  may  com 
withinne  805  what .  baylys  806  cornels  byth  .  feyre.  807  throwen  inst.  of 
I-cast .  abowte  808  the  hoole  toure  withowte  809  bayli  810  That  be- 
tokynth  heere  811  nes  812  Goddys  .  she  813  myddyll  bayly  815 
otmast  816  Betokenyth  here  hoole  spousayle  817  ifuUe  ryjht  me  hem 
clepeth  b.  thre  (for>i  om.)  818  That  hadyn  .  here  om.  bayle  819  ffor  hoe 
h^re-self  is  m.  820  ffor  shoe  is  .  weddes(!)  821  these  .  in  inst.  of  teen 
822  to  an  ende  .  I-  om.  byn  823  And  the  sevyn  barbacanes  abowte  824 
so  gret .  byth  wr.  withowte  825  kepyn  these  826  aroo  827  byth  sevyn 
vertuce  that  han  wytli  w.  828  To  om.  829  Prude  .  begynnyng  830  evyll 
thyng  831  The  whiche  al  matyd  and  overcome  w.  832  sheo  833  heore 
trae  834  heore  835  sheo  m.  to  836  heere  837  And  all-so  she  dystried 
838  hire  om.  largenes  on  iche  839  evermore  .  hoe  840  pacyens  .  sheo  841 
heere  gostly  842  Dystryed  slowth  in  843  walle  .  alle  of  g.  844  fylleth  . 
a  om.  845  so  deled  is  846  goodnes  inst.  of  Meth  .  wifal  om.  847  Aud  . 
lovyd  848  That  he  heere  Jeve  full  grace  outryjht  849  ]>e  om.  gr.  withoute 
let  850  Socur  alle  the  w.  i-Jet  851  Therfore  .  here  852  One  i-blessed  . 
ladi  om.  853  whiche  .  byn  854  Bote  heere  poverte  that  heo  wes  inne  855 
Ther  was  no  mon-kynnes  a.  856  That  myjht  dere  the  castell  of  nothyng 
857  fynde  was  overcome  858  him  all  benome  859  so  om.  freo  860  spak  . 
neddur  .  treo  861  come  .  blyve  862  hed  inst.  of  pouste  863  be  heo  this 
byrd  866  Therfore  of  here  soule  .  is  867  And  to  .  gestnyng  868  of  hire  so 
3yng  869  To  brynge  him  out  870  gareson  871  feyre  good  872  Whill . 
meche  873  then  other  that  ever  made  was  874  And  tho  the  sonne  of  ryjht- 
wesnes  here  ches  875  And  on  heere  when  he  shadowe  wolde  876  He 
feyred  .  thowsonde  877  fast  Jate  878  And  om.  owt-goyng  .  1,  hit  fa.st  879 
let  we  be  st.  881  0  882  helpest .  flyth  883  comyn  884  knocked  ,  con 
grode     885  He  knocketh  &  gredyth  .  con     886  Help  .  me  om.  mayde     887 
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Tin  welle  ondo  I  the  b.  888  And  therof  thou  let  me  cleche  889  Of  thilke 
grace  that  alle  is  thoor  890  To  hem  that  in  herte  gostly  bylh  poore  891 
Be-se  how  892  Of  .  alle  893  That  is  the  fynd  894  And  the  w.  and  my  f. 
they  styntyth  895  Withoute  ene  mystre  .  voth  S96  hoe  897  G.  perlyment 
they  han  i-nomen  898  is  formest  forth  i-comen  899  ostes  .  doth  900 
prade  .  slowth  901  vrith  too  ostys  hath  me  902  with  c.  and  hate  he  wold 
me  fonde  904  gloteine  .  fonle  905  G.  fy3ht  they  han  .  i-nomen  906  as  a 
champyon  907  swete  mayde  908  I  ha  forloren  alle  the  m.  After  908  H. 
has  2  VT.  more :  Thow  that  art  to  alle  feballe  leche,  Tliow  let  me  of  thy 
dvches  cleche.  909  Theras  the  c.  is  so  stabidl  910  And  om.  is  there  con- 
stabull  911  I  have  .  i-told  912  And  .  by  a  thoiisond  913  goodnes  914 
Out  om.  comyn  (I-  om.)  915  God  Allmyjht  916  aly3ht  917  And  h\-re  he 
Dome  .  monhed  918  he  kend  .  Godhed  919  bar ,  floure  920  The  mayde  . 
heere  creature  921  that  child  .  I-  om.  922  A  .  i-Jevyn  923  I  trowe  this 
be  w.  924  That  he  for  us  was  thus  i-b.  925  So  mychill  wondur  I  knowe  of  n. 
926  too  kyndys  in  oon  to  bryng  928  Hath  that  that  shnlde  to  him  falle  929 
Audn.  neom.  wouteth  herc  myjht  930  But  ether  of  hem  han  here  rj-jht  931 
Til  is  .  Goddys  932  fro  933  To  make  at  oon  his  systryn  that  were  at  woore 
934  tfor  the  piison  that  was  forlore  935  To  kyndes  ,  I  wotte  936  ffor  he  is 
sothefast .  suthfast  938  And  the  ende  of  his  dedj-n  i-dyjht  939  And  this 
all  abowte  thou  well  be-se  940  And  .  wold  941  bor)^  of  a.  942  become 
944  in  to  heele  ever  945  other  946  And  calleth  mon  his  leve  brother  947 
myslyche  i-gon  and  unjemed  948  londe  .  i-flemyd  949  syst  950  mayst  not 
of  thiself  ha  k.  951  Xe  om.  952  And  syker  be  thou  here-oon  953  That 
he  that  woU  ,  leve  954  him  brynge  and  lede  to  is  o.  lond  955  And  soone 
herkyn  thou  to  me  956  I  957  tfor  my .  weryn  958  is  lyjht .  beryn  959 
To  mercies  bone  960  forthe  I  am  i-c  961  I  .  >e  om.  sue  962  And 
I-chuUe  .  take  963  have  964  I-chuU  crave  965  ffor  now  I  am  966  Ther- 
fore  I-chull  crave  967  And  am  fre  of  byrth  in  everj'  towne  968  ilen 
owghton  to  here  969  ffor  I  have  kept  970  lawes  withowte  971  I-chylle  . 
batell  972  And  sycur  make  the  of .  ful  om.  973  ffor  I-chull  over  alle  that 
fyjht  974  And  the  maystry  have  alle  with  ryjht  975  Xe  on  erthe  thow  nedest 
to  thenk  els  n.  976  good  977  wheche  frensship  whose  taketh  978  AVhen 
God  alle  thys  world  shalle  deme  979  That  us  scli.  so  meche  swetnes?e  980 
And  so  gret  vertu  of  981  And  theke  bysenes  .  lytuU  tellit  982  And  sylden  in 
the  w.  this  vertu  is  do  985  And  .  and  pacyens  986  Lovyn  .  mekenesse  k 
987  ffor  when  a  mon  Jevyth  him  to  the  worldys  weele  988  And  gootlys  fall}-n 
to  him  mony  and  fele  989  He  thenketh  no  good  in  maner  thyng  990  to  bryng 
991  And  when  worldly  godys  han  the  mastri  (a  last  om.)  992  Hit  maketh 
mon  so  rebell  and  hye  993  That  he  waxeth  wonder  prowde  994  mysdj-th  . 
bo)>e  om.  995  He  wylneth  no  th5Tig  of  largenessse  996  lonlship  .  hyenesse 
997  vertu  of  998  Alle  .  prude  .  foi^etyn  999  Thes  sjTines  mow  not  Crist  sue 
1000  ffor  thei  beth  of  evT^Il  vertue  1001  And  whos  his  vertu  lev^'th  nowght 
1002  Whi  shuld  he  wyllen  o.  1003  Of  his .  kj-ndome  1004  That  he"thorgh  plee 
and  bataylle  wone  1005  AndeverajejTishisbyddyngwolldo  1006  And  ajeyns 
here  soulysallso  1007  And  .  pnide'.  hienesse  1008  And  loveth  nothyng  b. 
1009  Therfore  .  han  1010  fro  1011  dowt  for  he  that  aftur  hym  don  1012 
Lest  they  shuUen  the  way  aftur  hym  gon.  After  1012  H.  has  2  vv.  more  : 
But  Jef  thei  hem  amende  Of  that  that  they  dude  God  afende.  1013  But  to 
this  I  graunte  welle  thou  1014  That  hit  may  befalle  to  a  mon  1015  To 
have  .  lordship  &  gret  1016  townes  .  ryches  1017  And  may  Jet  Goddis 
wylle  don  and  holde  1018  And  lyve  well  God  to  plese  and  he  w.  1019  And 
byn  in  charyte  and  b.  1020  sothenesse  .  rijhtwesnes  1021  wyllyt  not  els 
1022  al  om.  and  his  love  so  clere  1023  How  .  aske  1024  How  that .  god 
om.  1025  And  how  1026  And  by  whom  oure  ryjht  ajeyn  come  1027 
Lusteneth  1028  Jow  telle  1029  Tho  that .  bor  (I-  om.)  1030  &;  so  d, 
fynde  1031  riht  om.  nothyng  wyst  1032  But  forte  ha  be  lord  &  s.  was  his 
tryst  1033  ere  was,  but  1034  )»at  om.  boren  (I- om.).  to  om.  was  come 
1035  fynde  sye  hym  mon  and  in  monis  wede  1036  But  he  wyst  not .  ne  of 
what  dede         1037  He  sey  liim  mon  and  knewe  that  he  was  of  moukynde 
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1038  But  never  to  synne  Cryst  had  myende  1039  devyll .  s\vi>e  om.  art 
thou  1040  Whether .  comyn  art  1041  AUe .  wyde  om.  Jeve.  1042  And  thou 
wolle  abowe  &  worship  me.  Latin  om.  1044  I  am  thy  Lord  thou  shalt  fynde 
me  so.  Lat.  om.  1045  What  thenketh  the,  mayst  thou  not  understond 
1046  Seyde  the  fynde,  I  am  Lord  of  alle  this  londe  1047  And  therof  in 
sesyne  longe  I  ha  be  1048  hie  .  Jeve  1049  I  knowe  .  I  wot  1050  But  of 
the  ny  of  thy  thowght.  1051  Sykur  thou  takyst  full  mychill  on  honde  1052 
beneme  .  londe  1053  na  no  pouer  1054  Wenest  thou  .  beneme  1055  )>orw 
om.  1056  ffuUe  fast .  thei  con  it  dyjht  1057  wo  so  brake  .  hest  1058  ever  be 
myne  .  synne  lest  1059  And  on  endeles  dethe  he  shuld  dye  1060  And  the 
k.  of  h.  of  ryjht  nyl  not  wrye  1061  What  woldest  thou  seche  f.  b.  1062  be- 
speke.  Lat.  om.  1063  onswered  1064  And  seyde  that  f.  myjht  not  be  holde 
1065  Ac  om.  Thow  thiself  formest  dedest  hit  b.  1066  monkynne  1067 
seydes  the  tre  was  him  1069  And  Jef  he  wolde  1070  And  wolde  Goddys 
beheste  lete  1071  ffor  om.  alle  1072  And  om.  He  shuld  deth  suffer  never 
non  1073  or  ells  he  hede  be  1074  I  trowe  reson  hit  nere  1075  That 
thou  hadest.  1076  And  woldest  not  holde  anont  the  H  2  vv.  more  :  Tlie 
covenand  that  thou  shuldest  ha  do,  Thou  foule  fynde,  nionis  fo.  Lat  om. 
1077  0  I  am  .  fynd  1078  I  am  .  overcome  1079  comyth  1080  Syche  , 
seche  1081  so  bold  darst  be  1082  To  .  ajeyns.  1083  I  have  all  i-1.  anon 
1084  But  so  hit  may  not.  1086  That  is  in  my  p.  1088  I  wot  not  with 
whom  I  shuld  desseysed  be.  Lat.  om.  1089  Swete  Ihesu  tho  con  segge 
1090  And  om.  I  wolle  .  for-bygge  1091  buggen  here  (to  his  f.  om.)  1092 
shull  cost .  dere  1093  quod  "1094  Bote  as  .  heere  that  he  go  1095  Vt  1096 
ryjht,  quod  .  good  om.  1097  Ne  om.  1  kepe  no  thyng  to-Jeyns  r.  1098  Ne 
thorgh  mastry  beneme  the  hit  1099  Lat.  om.  Quod  the  fynde  and  er  lie 
delyverd  be  1100  Thu  .  as  myche  worth  1101  is  worth  at  thys  f.  1102 
thyke  .  shuUe.  Lat.  om.  1103  Blythelyche  .  al  om.  do.  1104  lytille 
fyjigur  1105  seche  a  1106  alle  the  .  i-syn.  Lat.  om.  1107  fynde  to  Ihesu 
tho  1108  I  wot  1109  ffor  all  the  world  deme  thou  myjht  1110  ffor  of  the 
my  pouere  is  lost  by  ryjht.  1111  Jeve  thi  fyngur  .  sygge  1112  So  fowle 
and  unworthy  chaffere  to  bygge.  Lat.  om.  1113  0  quod  Ihesus  and  alle  . 
to  h.  ransom  1114  han  him  1115  jit  om.  don  er  .  have  him  1116  Thow 
most  suffre  on  e.  wondur  &  wo  1117  amende  1118  suffre  dethe  .  strong  om. 
1119  onswered  to  1120  Alle  .  i-sayde  hit  shall.  1121  to  be  1122  aftur 
and  3ef  the  dome  tho  1123  I  woll  Jet  1124  that  thrall  1125-6  Tho  the 
fynde  wyst  well  this  That  thorwgh  is  deth  mon  shuUd  ha  blys  1127  And 
so  the  fynde  wes  overcome  1128  i-nome  1129  And  the  woi-me  swolewe 
that  the  last  1130  Then  he  is  .  i-teyed  1131  0  .  take  hede  .  me  inst.  of  J)e 
1132  truly  .  loved  1133  thole  deth  and  pyne  withowte  1134  fro  p.  and 
1135  misdede  1136  evyll  inst.  of  lodliche  .  ur  1137  synne  dede  1138  Ne 
with  fylth  was  fownde  .  stede  1139  ffor  alle  .  lymys  .  ever  hade  mon  1140 
Seth  A.  to  syenge  furst  b.  1141  He  wolde  .  alle  om.  I-  om.  1142  makyn  . 
al  om.  1143  ffor  oure  gret  gult  here  1144  A  crowne  .  thorne  1145  oure 
syjlit  myspende  allso  1146  eynen  .  blynwherved  1147  alle  .  was  om.  de- 
fouled  1148  And  allso  with  g.  boffettys  they  him  s.  1149  vnwreste  &  om. 
so  vyle  1150  Tliey  Jevyn  him  galle  to  dryng  and  eysile.  After  1150  H  has 
2  vv.  more  :  The  lewes  deden  this  to  him  for  gret  vylny,  Bote  he  suffred  hit 
alle  pacyently.  1151  ffor  unlawl'uU  werk  us  avonde  1152  He  was  peersed 
thorgh  foot  &  honde.  1153  evyll  thowghtys  .  ful  smert  1154  A  speere  was 
smyte  thorgh  is  syde  to  is  hert.  1155  thonne  for  us  do  1156  telle  of  his  soore 
1157  No  mon  is  hit  may  thenk  hit  so  1158  Syche  peyne  he  tholed  and  wo. 
1159  is  hit  but  he  m.  ha.  1160  Of  seche  a  frynde  that  hade  so  gre  cherite. 
1161  Seche  buth .  dyntes  1162  suffred  .  withoute  1163  And  he  suffred  .  to 
beb.  1165  he  suffred.  hondrcd  fold  1166  Of  sorewe.  when,  dye  wold  1167 
eny  fynd  1168  Legge  .  houd  om.  1169  lovj^d  1170  Tliat  he  onnethe  wold 
wevude  hit  fro  1171  ne  for  no  1172  That  he  wes  hurt  and  peyned  with  ever- 
more 1173  Tyll  his  f.  wyttys  wer  i-1.  utryjht  1174  strength  1175  his  s. 
&  his  h.  1176  His  .  his  1177  his  .  he  om.  wes  browght  to  an  ende  1178  Er 
the  soule  fro  .  wolde  wynde     1179  Kynde  myjht  for  no  maner  thyng     1180 
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Han  suffred  the  halfondele  of  that  peynyng  1181  But  1183  hongcd  1184 
To  the  fadur  his  soule  he  3yf  with  nivlde  voyce  1185  showed  1186  payed 
1187  withowtyn  1189-90  om.  1191  And  ever  M.  1192  Mercyfull  1193 
flor  deyl  I  may  not  hit  say  1194  peyne  .  hoe  tholed  theke  1195  But  1196 
TTes  fulfylledthon  ()>o  bi  om.)  1197  As  hit  were  with  a  swjrtle  in  theke  stonde 
1198  Thorghe  here  sowle  she  hade  gret  woonde  1199  But  here  .  hondred 
1200  Tho  here  sone  fro  d.  aryse  w.  1201  nowght  nere  the  p.  1203  She  sye 
openly  .  in  om.  thyng  1204  and  the  endyng  1205  the  wliiche  .  fynile 
1207  bure  trowth  and  oure  b.  1208  Stode  aUe  in  oure  Laydy  tho  1209  the 
dysciplys  were  1210  But  oure  Lady  wes  ever  in  on  1211-12  In  fast  beleve 
both  stylle  and  lowde,  Ther  my3ht  nothyng  brynge  here  owte  1213  full  of 
1214  Mayde  clene  full  of  bewte  1215  Oure  b.  in  lieere  tho  wis  (!)  1217  sheo . 
heere  1218  That  us  forbowght  of  thrall  thus.  1219  Whan  I  herd  now  1220 
meche  1221  conselth  1222hedede  1224  overcome  hit  to  an  e,  1225  Ther 
nes  never  no  men  1226  forbigge  1227  And  he  1228  Ther  we  ichon  come 
may  1229  abovone  inst.  of  come  1231  uou  om.  1233  i-syn  1234  he 
may.elsbyn  1235  But  oon  1236  theke  1237  is  1238  ]>e"God  om.  I  er 
seyde  .  >e  om.  1239  Thre  persons  in  TrjTiite  1240  And  oon  God  in  Maieste 
1241  Me  may  as  clerkys  con  rede  1242  I-syn  that  he  is  God  by  his  dede 
1243  dedys  .  dede  1244  Wer  om.  .  he  dede  inst.  of  I-meynt .  in  f.  1245  Xow 
tak  hede  .  myst  i-syn  1246  That  this  thyng  may  well  byn  1247  ffor  who  so 
hede  .  swjrd  1249  >€  om.  fyre  dede  1250  Tyll  hit  w.  red  Iwrnyng  in  that 
stede  1252  While .  brande  *1253  to-dele  .  styell  1254  steell  fro'the  fyre  to 
thro  1255  who  so  .  >e  om.  1256  Too  kyendes  he  may  syn  and  of  w.  1257 
steyll  .  kervyth  1258  baraeth  1259  alle  .  one  swyrde  'l260  And  allso  hit 
faryth  of.  1261  To  kyndes  .  wyte  1262  very  .  very  1263  He  shewed  gret 
myraculle  and  privete  1264  chane  1265  gestnyng  .  he  om.  1266  turned 
watur  in  to  1267  were  1268  With  .  bade  fylle  hem  1269  As  by  his  monhede 
he  bade  do  watur  theryne  1270  And  by  hLs  Godhede  he  t.  the  water  to  wyne 
1271  And  all  this  dede  wes  don  1273  owher  that .  Jode  1274  Muche  om. 
ffolk  him  sewed  bothe  evyll  and  goode  1275  J>at  om.  ffyve  thousoud  folk  he 
fed  1276  Wyth  tweye  fysshes  and  fyve  loovj's  of  bred  1277  relvf .  left 
1278  ther  were'  1279  that  b.  to-breke  "l280  ha}>  om.  fulfylled  eke  1281  syn 
(I- om.)  1283  That  fouie  dayes  long  1284  Lay  in  is  towmbe  that  he  stonk 
1285  lowde  1286  come  1287  Riht  om.  1288  areysed  1289  dede  .  i-s\-n 
1290  byn  1291  That  God  .  made  and  dyjht  1292  that  sw.  mayde  alijht 
1294  hope  .  trowthe  1295  He  is  thre  persons  in  Trynite  1296  And  oon 
God  in  unite  1297  han  herd  1299  And  .  no  mon  may  1300  Ne  thowght 
1301  this  hie  1302  myche  1303  hevyn  he^h  1304  In  erthe  &  benethen 
fer  k  nyjh  1305  Bowen  .  thike  1306  Therfore  this  vertu  no  mon  telle  con 
1307  Of  his  m.  ne  of  1308  a  om.  that  aryvede  (!)  fleth  1309  towchin  1310 
that  that  I  1311  hade  i-lore  1312  Tlie'blys  of  paradys  and  hevynue  1313 
fynde  hede  syche  1315  But  for  monkynde  the  w.  was  wt.  1316  And  the 
fynde .  underbi-owght.  1317  Seche  1318  alle  1319  was  no  mon  .  goodshipe 
1320  holyshipe  1322  And  Jet  the  fynde  ladde  1323  But  1324  Hath  him 
1325  Ouei-come  and  shent  1326  with  him  to  ha  done  1327  he  dede  of  1329 
herbifore  om.  1330  In  helle  that  he  mjrjht  hem  snylle  1331  crosce  as  Cryst 
honged  he  con  c.  1332  his  soule  ha  noine  1333  But  Jet  1334  of  h.  anowre 
1335  the  inst.  of  Godes.  1336  and  there  i-bonden  him  f.  1337  is  g.  is  s. 
Jode  1338  To  helle  for  hem  .  hade  1339  longe  hadj-n  1340  longed  to  goon 
out  of  that  styde  1341  Jatys  .  alle  to-brcke  1342  te-dasshed  alle  .  fyndes 
1343  The  maystri  of  heUe  he  hede  anon  1344  drowgh  out  alle  hisen  "  1345 
beleved  his  com\-ng  1346  servid  .  hcrt  trysti  and  true  1347  Seche 
strej-ngthe  wes  .  I-  om.  er  1348  shalle  be  1349  moost  1350  f\Tid  .  this 
1351  The  fynde  was  armed  f.  strong  1352  And  wyst  f.  long  i353  Bote 
Cryst  with  his  strengthe  him  o.  1354  And  his  giet  prey  1355  Theifore 
thus  seyth  Ysay  1356  And  profecyeth  1357  myjhtfull .  byn  1358  no  mon 
may  thenk  ny  syn  1359  ne  om.  redyn  1360  hert  thenkis  .  dedyn  1361 
owt  him  to  1362  to  love,  ful  om.  1363  He  is  .  shild  1364  and  all  oure 
1368  That  he  Jif .  aivyn  1369  alle  oon  .  dede  1371  han  hei-d  1373  But 
VERNON    MS.  D   D 
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herkynth  .  Ysay  1374  clepud  .  profecy  1375  is  to  c.  1376  ffor  om.  Whill 
he  on  ertlie  here  to  walk  nome  1377  fulfylled .  thyng  1378  holy .  byddyng 
1379  Now  .  shull  i-heryn  1380  i-holpe  weryn  1381  synged  .  furst  om. 
1382  ete  1383  And  all  that  thorgh  Adamis  kynde  gete  weryn  1384  bare  . 
we  om.  beryii  1385  they  hadyn  his  cors  1386  hit  niyjht  not  els  falle  1387 
furst  1388  fflesshely  of  him  we  comy[n]  uchon  1389-90  And  for  the  synne 
that  Adam  in  Paradys  dede,  All  we  that  of  him  come  shuld  ha  byn  in  soiy 
stede  1391  grave  (!)  1392  Jeynbowght  thorgh  gostli  1393  to  om.  1394  alle 
quemed  1395  by  alle  ryjht  1396  That  us  so  helpeth  and  us  so  hath  dy^ht 
1397  he  om.  wassheth  1398  And  forbowght  us  hevyn  to  wynne  1399  Ther 
was  never  fadur  to  his  child  1400  nas  om.  meke  and  myld  1401  ffor 
from  1402  jede  1403  tymes  1404  Er  that  he  to  aryse  ches  1405  Jet  he 
rose  up  on  the  1406  Erli  in  the  marnyng  on  a  Sonday  1407  When  .  to- 
breke  1408  This  beryjth  Seynt  Austyn  wytnes  and  thus  doth  speke.  1409 
And  Cryst  with  him  drow  141 0  levedyn  1411  ffro  1412  And  then  he  1413 
showed  sone  1414  Jete  .  drong  and  Jode  1415  day es.  wes  .  fully  1416  liis 
lawes  sycurli  1417  Opon  a  day  the  dysciples  were  1418  I-gedred  to-gedre  all 
in  fere  1419  In  a  certeyn  place  ther  hem  among  he  come  1420  Of  here  m. 
hem  he  u.  1421  wonhope  .  they  weryn  1422  And  ?et  they  syen  him  lyves 
mon  1423  fo  om.  Jet  myjhten  they  1424  Verely  belevyn  hit  1425  But  Jet 
here  dowte  to  us  doth  be-heve  1426  ffor  hit  fasteneth.  1427  ffor  to  us  this 
dowte  is  sicurnesse  as  I  fynde  1428  Of  the  misbeleve  of  Thomas  of  lynde 
1430  Beleve  that  Cryst  ajeyu  rysen  was  1431  Tyll  he  hede  i-hauled  (!)  is 
wondes  wyde  1432  Longes  1433  i-syn  his  wondes  .  wete  1434  That  he 
hade  with  nayles  thorgh  the  fete.  1435-6  om.  1437  I  wot.  1438  Lord  . 
God  1440  Thu  levyst  this  .  syst  1441  I-blessed  mote  all  tho  byn  1442 
That  this  belevyth  and  don  hit  not  syn  1443  Oponliche  thyke  same  day 
1444  ffast  and  sycor  he  made  oure  fay.  1445  dysciplys  .  Jete  1447  bad  . 
togedur  to  gon  1448  Thorgh  the  w.  to  prechyn  uche  mon  1449-50  om. 
1451  That  they  shuld  be-levyn  in  God  AUmyjht  1452  And  his  lawes 
folewyn  as  hit  is  ryjht  1453  ffadur  nome.  ina  om.  1454  holigostys  that 
precedit  hem  fro  1455  Thawgh  mon  were  now  i-boren  (eft  at  >e  frome 
om.)  1456  To  h.  he  myjht  not  comen,  H.  adds  :  But  he  beleve  in  God 
ryjht  welle,  And  that  shall  him  save  fro  belle.  1457-8  Jef  ho  i-folewed 
be  and  be  [of]  good  lyfe,  Thawgh  he  dye  his  soule  shalle  be  in  no  stryfe. 
1459  ffulle  opynly  .  showeth  us  beforen  1460  iche  .  most  twyes  be  boren 
1461  And  Jef  he  shull  twyes  boryn  byn  1462  Onus  of  oure  modur  furst  we 
mot  be  boryn  1463  And  efte  of  the  watur  of  vertu  1464  Therto  us 
ordeyned  s.  I.  1465  And  om.  When  we  this  Crystendam  han  i-wys  1466 
Vr  sotheli  fadur  then  he  is  1467  we  alle  then  .  byth.  1468  Sykor  un- 
kyndely  he  dyth  1469  seche  a.  ne  om.  loveth  not  1470  He  of  the  appuU 
Jete  never  r.  n.  1472  Oure  heiytage  1473  lawes  1474  Of  oon  p.  therof  he 
hath  not  m.  1475  Ther  nere  never  i-wyst  ne  holden  1476  Hent  he  him- 
selvyn  come  w.  1477  furst .  that  ever  1478  He  br.  .  us  benome  1479  But 
another  that  come  fro  hevyn  without  feyn  1480  He  hath  us  get  1481 
fflesshely  wes  the  furst  m.  1482  myche  .  apon  1483  out  om.  1485  But  o. 
gostili  fadur  1486  Browght  us  ajcyn  1487  When  he  downe  fro  hewn 
come  1488  to  hye  1489  He  that .  to  the  erthe  him  beyjh  1490  He  tliat 
fro.  he  cm.  steyjh  1491  hali .  that  all  folk  him  seyjh  1492  That  by  him 
stode  full  nyjh  1493  The  way  to  us  he  made  i-wys  1494  When  he  steyjh 
to  hevyn  tliat  holi  biysse  1495  A  sothefast  way  and  to  ever-duryng  lyfe 
1496  His  feyre  pray  he  hadde  him  wythe  1497  out  of  h.  witli  him  nome 
1498  To  meche  ioy  and  blys  he  made  hem  come  1499  To  that  ioy  and 
biysse  .  wynde  1500  Ther  to  lyvyn  w.  eyude  1501  dede  1502  is  .  and 
byth  oon  God  ther  1503  Thre  persons  in  Trinite  1504  And  oon  God  in 
unite  1505  well  inst.  of  mon  1507  And  thawgh  .  these  1508  Byn 
syndry  seyd  as  they  shuld  be  1509  On  .  w.  dowte  1510  Maker  of  alle  this 
world  withinne  and  without  1511  Ioy,  honoure,  worship  and  lovyng  1512 
Be  to  that  God  oure  hevyn  kyng. 
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Instead  of  the  last  w.  in  MS.  Vernon,  H.  has  the  following  further  passage 
explaining  how  Jesus  is  prince  of  peace  :  * 

Lusteneth  Jet  forther  of  Ysayes  spelle,  The  erthequake  shall  be  so  loude  and 
flor  now  3e  han  herd  me  telle  stume  ;       i  w,  i56i-€  taken  from  the  Fr. 

How  swete  Ihesu  oure  fadur  wes  :         And  on  thylke  di-edfuU  byttur  dav^ 
Herkcnyth  how  he  is  now  Prince  of  The  pepull  woU  crye  weloway,      1562 

Pes.  1516  And  sey  to  monteynes :    'falleth  on 

Beforen  I  tolde  Jow  uchon  us ! 

How  he  is  into  hevyn  i-gon :  Erthe  to-clyf  and  hyde  us, 

Kyjht  so,  the  sothe  truly  to  syggen.      That  we  this  fere  and  erthequake  ne 
He  shalle  ajeyn  come   this  world  to      syn,  1565 

iuggen,         '  VT.  1523-96  added  to  the  Fr.  How  wroth  oure  creature  woll  hja.' 
In  bodi  and  soule  and  Godhede,    1521  ffor  in  alle  hye  hevyn-blys 
To  deme  bothe  queke  and  dede.  Non  so  holi  ne  so  good  is,  1568 

^  But  fyftene  dayes  before  the  dome       Patryarch,  apostelle,  ne  martire, 
ffyftene  tokyns  ther  shull  come,   1524  Confessor,  ne  virgine  with  so   teyre 
The  furst  day  the  see  up  rj-se  shall  attyre, 

And  stondeu  on  hye  as  a  wall,  Prynce,  potestate,  ne  angell, 

ffourti  cupetys  herre  i-wys  Ne'  non  so  bryjht  archangelle,       1572 

Then  eny  hill  in  the  world  is.       1528  That  nold  never  synne  done. 
That  other  day  heo  wole  i-sonkyn  byn.  But  he  shall  dredyn  ajeyne  that  dome ; 
That  eny  mon  unnethe  may  here  i-syn.  ffiille  sore  mowe  heo  then  di-eden 
The  thrid  day  heo  woll  be  notheles       That  byth  alle  full  of  synfuU  deden  ! 
As  fuU  as  heo  furst  wes,  1532  The  nynthe  day  alle  the  valeis  that 

And    then  woll   whalles    and    grete      bj-tli,  1577 

fysshes  with  fynne  And  the  hylles  that  we  so  hye  syth. 

And  all  other  smale  fysshes  that  byn  Shull  be  made  smethe  and  playn, 

ther-inne  And  into  here  kynde  shull  they  not 

Gediyn  hem  on  tie  watur  uchone  ;  tume  ajeyn.  1580 

But  that  wot  no  mon  but  Gk>d  allone    The  tentheday  shuU  all  manere  men 
What  is  the  betokenyng  1537  Gon  out  of  here  holes  and  of  here 

Of  the  loude  cry  and  Jeiyng  den, 

Thet  heo  woUeth  with  loude  stevyn      And  renne  abowte  as  they  were  wod, 
Jevyn  and  crye  up  to  hevyn.  1540  As  they  cowthen   nowther  evyll   ne 

And  on  the  fourthe  day  heo  shall  good,  1584 

"With  red  f\Te  brennen  alle,  Ne  thawgh  here  hert  shulde  to-breke. 

And  alle  other  watrys  in  every  stede    On  word  myjht  not  oon  with  other 
Shullen  brenne  as  red  as  eny  glede.  speke. 

The  fyfthe  day  the  tren  that  don  stonde  The  elevynth  day  the  mone  and  the 
And  floui-es  and  erbis  in  uche  londe,         sterres  alle 

Blod  thei  shullen  blede  1547  Shulle  adown  to  erthe  falle.  1588 

In  stede  of  here  dewe,  withoute  drede.  The  twelfthe  day  the  bones  of  uche 
The  sixte  day  byth  not  bold  ded  mon 

Palyse  ne  pylere  ne  no  strong-hold,       Shull  come  togedre  uchon,  1590 

Castell,  toure,  boure  ne  halle,  Thawgh  they  be  drj'vyn  nere  so  wyde. 

But  thei  shulle  to-skatur  and  down-  At  here  bjrynes^  here    soules  they 

falle.  1552      shuU  abyde,  »  From  A.-s.  byrgen 

The  sevynth  day  the  stones  uchon  The  thretteuyth  day  all  maner  men 
WoUe  lepe  to-gedre  and  fyjht  anon,  Shull  dyen  anoon  tliat  lyven  then. 
That  thorwgh  the  fyjht  that  there  woll  That   heo   mowe   togedre  with  other 

bj-n  1555      aryse  1595 

The  stones  woll  breke  and  all  to-flyn.  And  takyn  here  dome  of  God  ryjht- 
The  eyjhte  daj-  betokynth  gret  WTache,      wyse.  ' 
All  Jende  the  world   the  erthe  shall  The  fourteneth  day,  ther  may  no  thyng 

quake,  1558      weme.i  i  in  Fr.,i597-iBi8  follow  after  leie. 

And  men  woUe  flyn  into  uche  hume,    But  alle  the  world  on  fyre  shall  heme, 

•  Tliis  passage  is  found  in  the  French  text,  except  the  15  tokens,  which  were  added  in 
the  Enpl.  translation,  the  2  last  (w.  1597—1612)  being,  however,  adai-ted  from  a  passage 
in  the  Fr.,  where  vv.  1619-46  precede  v.  1597. 
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Hevyn  and  erthe  shuU  byn  aleyde/  And  allso  his  synnes  tlier  shull  be 
And  the  foure  elementes  shnll  be  un-      knows 

teyede  ;  i  Fr.  enflambimnt     1600  Tofore  alle  nianer  men  bothe  hie  and 

Ifor  thike  fyre  shall  clansyn  the  eyre  lowe.^  i  In  Fr.iiere follow I65i-fi,i597-i6i!». 
And  makyn  all  thyng  bryjht  and  feyre,  Then  woll  swete  Ihesn  to  hem  be-syn 
And  all  the  world  shan  (!)  i-clansed  That  shull  that  day  i-saved  byn,  1648 

byn  ;  1603  And  sey  with  mylde  stevyn  and  swete : 

Bnt  watur  ther  shall  no  mon  eft  i-syn,  "When  I  was  hongry  Je  Jeve  me 
Ne  never  fyre  in  the  world  me  syth,  mete. 

When  that  fyre  shall  ben  aquenchith.  When  I  was  afurst  Je  Jeve  me  diyng, 
The  fyftenethe  day  God  wol  taken  When  I  was  nake  Je  Jeve  me  clothyng, 
Hevyn  and  erthe,  and   all   hit  newe  When  I  was  herberlasse  Je  herberde 

maken,  1608      me  fayne,  1653 

Not    otherwoys    then    hem    beforen  Bothe  in  heete,  in  cold,  in  wynde  and 

wrowght —  rayne, 

Loke    thou    thenke    ne    wylle    hit  And  3e  comforted  me  in  prison  eke, 

nowght —  And  loked  to  me  when  I  was  seke  : 

But  he  wole  newen  hem  i-wys      1611  Corny th,  my  blessi-d  children  uclion, 
In  bettur  state  then  heo  weryn  i-wys.  And  receyvyth  the  l)lysfull  ioy  anon 
Ther-aftnr  Ihesu  wole  his  dome  demyn.  That  to  Jow  byth  rewarded  withoutyn 
The  angeles  shulle  come  and  blowe  the      endenge 

bemyn.  ffro  this  worldis  begynnyng."        1660 

ffnrst  shull  in  body  and  soule  aryse  Then  shulle  the  blessed  byn  receyved^ 
Alle  that  dyedyn  in  his  servise,  an  hyjhe  i  r.  rejsed,  Fr.  raui 

And  all  that  eke  that   shull   to   the  In  lievyn  to  walke  Ihesu  nyjhe. 

blysse  fonde  1617  And  the  cursede  shull  in  erthe  byn, 

Shul  furst  aryse  and  on  the  ryjht  syde  Of  hevyn-blys  they  shull  no-thyng  i- 

Stonde,      l  In  Fr.  1619-46  follow  after  15-22.        Syn,  1664 

^Then  shall  Ihesu  come  ryjlit  this.        But  Jet  wyth  the  up-receyveng^  they 
And  his  body  tornen  and  showe  to  us       shulle  agiyse  i  r.ve.vsyng.Fi-.rauissemeiit 
Whatpeynehe  suffredforur  sake  1621  When  the  saved  shull  upryse, 
And  how  lodlyclie  he  was  for  us  i-take.  So  Avery,  so  wrecched,  so  lodlyche, 
Wyth  scorges  i-betyn  withoute  gryth,  I-charged  with  syime  so  hevyleche, 
That  the  blode  barst  oute  on  icha  lyth,  That  all  hevyli  on  the  erthe  they  shull 
And  how  vylensli  he  wes  ladde  Jet,  steke,  1669 

With  crowneof  thornesonhished  set,  When^  tliei  heryn  the  domesmonis 
And  how  he   suffred  that  the  nayles      S])eke.  »  r.  0  )>at  ?  Fr.  Desk-e 

stode  1627  Wyth  gi-et  and  grymfuU  wrathe  full 

Thorgh  fete  and  honden  into  the  rode,       sone 
And  how  the  spere  that  him  wonded  Thei  shull  heryn  a  full  hard  dome  : 

smerte  "  Gotli  with  the  develys  and  accur.s.sed 

Browght  blod  and  watur  from  his  hert ;      bestes,  1673 

And  then  Cryst  woll  clepe  and  calle  ffor  Je  heded  not  my  lawes  and  my 
And  sey  :  '  thus  myche  I  suffre[d]  for      hestes,  >  Fr.  4  w.  move. 

Jow  alle.'  1632  Into  the  fure  that  .shall  last  for  euere  ; 

Then  helpeth  ther  no  pledyng  there,  ffor  Je  han  disserved  here  non  other !  "^ 
Ne  forsakyng,  ny  answere  ;  The  blessed  shull  blysfidl  gon 

Ne  helpyth  us  ther  castell  ne  toure.  In  bodi  and  soule  everichon,  1678 
Nowther  palyse,  halle,  ne  boure  ;  1636  As  bryjht  as  ys  the  soune,  withoute 
All  thyng  then  shall  tome  to  nowght       fayle  ; 

That  is  with  monis  bond  i-wrowght.     Never  hem  nedeth  to  have  travayle, 
Ther  shull  the  synfuU  quake  But  ioy  and  blys  that  shall  laste  ever- 

And   here   tethe   togedur  hacke  and      more. 

shake.  1640  In  good  tyme  the[i]  were  i-bore    1682 

Ther  may  segge  thenne  no  mon  That  to  that  feste  mowe  takyn 

But  that  uchon  shull  seyn  here  mar-  That  God  wole  with  hem  in  hevyn 

tyrdom,  makyn ! 

And    beforyn    hym    his    iuggement  So  myche  ioy  shall  byn  at  theke  feste, 

sycorly  i  ai.  Fr.  That  ever  withouten  ende  shall  leste  : 

Shall  byn  i-wryten  apertely,^        1644  Je,  more  ioy  then  hert  may  theukyn, 
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Or  eye  i-syn,  or  Jere  i-herkyn  ;  1688  Accurssed  be  the  tyme  that  thou  were 
Seche  iovGod  hath  i-grethed  there  i-bore !  1728 

To  hem  "that  ban  loved  him  here.  I  am  for-styfyd^  among,      »  =  stifled 

And  when  they  byth  so  endeles,  1691  Thi  synne  stynketh  on  me  so  strong  I  " 
Thenne  he  is  aryjht  Prince  of  Pes.  Thus'shall  uchon  to  other  menyn  his 
But  theke  that  byth  into  belle  i-nome,      sorewe 

Thei  shuU  never  out  come,  •  r.  dep  Ever  withoutyn  ende  on  evyn  and 
And  in  theke  stynkyng  deth^-pytte  morewe.        i  w.  iTS-s-eadded.        1732 

Thei  sliuU  byn  i-pyned  and  to  peyne  ^Thawgh  the[r]  sete-  a  mon  for  the 

i-knytte.  1696      nonys  »  H  the  fete 

In  gret  sorewe  and  pyne  thei  byth  full  And  he  myjht  lestyn'  in  flesshe  and 

sore :    i  Fr.  La  premiere  peine  si  ert  tristesce       bonys,  »  H  leftyii 

fFor  thei  lyvyn  in  wanhope  evennore' —  Half  the  sorewe  he  myjht  not  telle 
Thei  wolde  dyen  Jef  thei  myjhte,  Ne  the  peynes  that  byth  in  helle.  1736 

But   Jet  here  soule  may  not  thorgh  Ther  is  nowther  solace  ne  love  i-wj-s, 

ryjhte.^  i  w.  i689-i700  added.  1700  Ther  is  wepyng,  pyne,  and  sorewe 
Uchon  others  peyne  shall  i-syn,  withoute  blys. 

That  here  peyne  shall  dowble  byn.  In  theke  foule  stynkyng  pytte  1739 
Another  i«yne  they   shull    have   of  Theyshullinsoroweforeverbeknytte. 

derknes,  »  Fr.  \a  tierce  sera  peuur  Long  is  ever  and  long  is  oo, » 1741-!  added. 
With  gret  sore  and  gret  hevynes.^  But  thei  shull  never  come  out  of  wo.^ 
And  the  four[th]e  is  fyre  that  may  not  The  fynde  shall  here  prince  byn  that 

be  queynte,  1705      they  served  er, 

And  in  stynkynge  watur  they  shulle  Sore  withowten  ende  peyned  they  shull 

be  dreynte,^        i  w.  1706-8  added.  be  ther. —  1744 

And  pycche  wallyng  ever  among.  Ihesu  in  hevyn,  as  I  seyde  before, 

"VN'ayleway  ever  shaU  byn  here  song.  Is^  Pr3rns  of  Pes  and  shall  byn  ever- 
flor   hidor  or   thidur  wher-sere   heo      more  ;  i  H  As 

tume,^     I  Fr.E  puis  hidurdeverle  diiible  His  pes  shall  falle^  never,        ir.  fai'e 
They  syn  the  foule  fynde   in  uche  And  his  ioy  and  his  blys  that  is  ever. 

home ;  1710  Love,  swetnesse,  and  pley  1749 

That  he  lothest  were  to  syn,  In  hevyn  hit  neweth  fro  day  to  day. 

He  shall  ever  to-foryn  hem  byn.  The  furst  ioy  that  there  shall  byn. 

And  the  stenche  is  over-alle  there  so  The  blessed  shall  hit  i-syn  1752 

strong,^         I  vv.  1718  and  5  added.  The  swete  face  of  his  Lorde  there, 

And    byttur    wormys   there   styketh  His  God  and  his  shapere  ;  •  Fr.s'esmirra 

among,  In  his  feyreship  he  may  him  showen,^ 

Neddris,    snakys    and    taddis    there  And  all  thyng  in  him  may  knowen. 

strykyth.  So  full  he  shall  byn  of  ioy  and  skyle 

Xo  place  shall  he  there  i-syn  that  him  That  he  shall  have  all  that  he  wyle  ; 

lyketh.  1716  "What-sever    he   wylneth,   withouten 

Evermore  withoutyn  ende  they  shull      gabbe,  1759 

be  wepyng,  Be-se  on  him  and  he  may  it  habbe. 

And  wrynge  here  hondes  with  gret  weyl-  Of  hevyn  he  may  i-se  the  wydnes, 

yng.  1    1  Fr.  Crui88.int  de  denz  reschinerunt  The  feyreshepe  and  the  heynes  ; 
Then   shall   the   systere   sey  to  the  And  he  may  i-se  the  dereworth  queue, 

brother,  '  Goddis  modur  so  bryjht  and  shene. 

The  fremed  and  the  sybbe  uchon  to  The  swete  ma[i]de  Seynt  Marye,  1765 

other  :  1720  And  all  the  feyre  comjiany 

"A,   waryed   wrecche,   what^   doost  Of  angels  so  feyre  and  bryjght, 

thou  here  ?  '  H  whad      They  woU  makyn  him  ioye  with  here 

A-cursed  be  the  tyme  thou  i-boryn      myjht ;  1768 

were  !  The  apostlys  and  the  martins, 

I  may  not  for  nothyng  suffre  the,  The  confessors  and  the  virginis, 

So  foule  thy  synne  stynketh  on  me.      Alle  wolle  him  ioy  makj-n — 
flFor  [mi]-nowne  gret  synne  I  styke  in  "Well  is  him  that  thidur  may  takyn  ! 

pyne,  1725  And  alle  is  fryndys  he  shall  knowe 

But  a  thousonde-fold  more  I  suffer  for      there  1773 

thyne  !  That  he  hede  in  this  world  here, 

je,  but  thou  waryed  wrecche  forlore,    ffadur  and  moder,  syster  and  brother  ; 
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Miclie  ioy  eveiichon  shall  make  with  Aud  ever  here  is  myrthe  and  gret  song, 

other,  And  ever  I  se  oure  shapere  among, 

Je,  more  then  eny  hert  may  under-  That     i  -  like    himselvyn     us     hath 

stonde,  1777      wrowght  1801 

When  thei  hem  syn  in  theke  londe.      And  sethyn  to  this  ioy  us  browght ! 
So  myjhti  thei  shull  byn  everuchon      Mi  ioy  is  doubled  an  hondred-fold, 
That  whidur  thei  wolle  thei  may  gon.^  ffor  1  have  all  that  I  wolde.'         1804 
And  thei  shull  be  so  lyjht  and  swyft    Meche  is  the  mui'the  that  is  at  that 
That  whidur-sever  they  thenk  they      feste, 

may  be  lyft.    1 1780  and  1784  to  be  transp.  That  ever  withoutyn  ende  shall  leste. 
And  so  slye  and  crafty^  they  shull  He  that  is  lest  feyre  there      i  r.  soclere 

byn  alle  i  Fr.  si  sotiis  Shall  shyne  as  the  sonne  for  ere^ ; 

That  thei  shull  do  all  thyng  that  in  No  nyd  is  thenne  that  sonne^  be  there 

here  hert  doth  falle.  1784      i-wys,"  i  H  simie   2  v.  I809-10  to  be  ti-ansp. 

And  where-sere  the  toon  the  to ther  They  shull^  shyne  seven-sy the  bryjhter 

metyth,  then  heo  now  is.        i  r.  Tiiat  slmll 

With  lovelychere  thus  he  him  gretyth:  When  all  thei  shull  be  so  bryjht, 
♦I-blessed    be    the    Lord    that    the  Then  by  alle  maner  of  ry3ht         1812 

wrowght  He  most   be  feyre   and    bry^ht  and 

And  hidur  to  this  blysse  and  ioy  the      more  clere 

browght !  1788  That  more  deserved  that  ioy  here. 

I-blessed  be  the  tyme  that  thou  i-bore  So  mony  wonynges  me  may  ther  i-syn, 

■were,  And  gret  compani  of  angels  that  woll 

So  myche  ioy  I  have  that  i  se  the  here ;      ther  byn  1816 

So  myche  blys  I  see  on  the  In  the  ioy  so  mony  and  so  ryche  : 

That  all  my  blisse  neweth  me  ! '  1792  In    diverse    ioyes    never    oou    other 
Thet  other  answereth  him  anonry3ht :      i-lyche.  * 

'  Ever  i-blessed  be  God  AUmyjht,  In  which  ioyes  God,  of  his  hij  grace, 
That  seche  ioy  hath  i-Jeve  to  the  ;  In  hevyn  Jeve  jow  alle  a  place.  Amen. 
Therfore  my  ioy  doubleth  me.      1796 

On  the  I  se  mychelle  ioy  and  blys,  Here  endyth  the  Castel  of  Love, 

That  all  my  ioy  newed  is  ;  Made  i-wys  for  lewde  mennis  behove, 

*  The  French  text  lias  54  vv.  more  ;it  the  end. 
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llsj  glgrour  of  Icfofb  men.' 

A  free  version  of  Robert  Grosseteste's  Chateau  d" Amour,  by  a 
ilonk  of  fcjawley,  in  Yoi-kshire. 


I 


]llS.Egerton  927  {TtirJuhire  dialect). 

N  the  name  of  the  fader  and  the  son  &  the  haly 
gast.     Here  begynnes  a  romance  of  englische  of  TiiigRo- 
the  bepTVunyng  of  the  world  and  of  al  that  a  lewed  creation 

,  ,      ,  ,  ,       ,     ,        ,  ,  ,,  .      and  what  U 

man  has  nede  for  to  knawe  for  hele  of  soule.     this  nf«de.i  for 

Salvation 

romance   turned.  [aP  Munk*  of   sallay  out  of   a  i* ensiisiit 

■-J  •'  by  a  Monk 

frenche  romance  that  sire  Eobej-t,  IMsschope  a^  ly-  "^^^J^'^y 

coin,  made ;  and  eked  mekel  therto,  as  him  thoght  pj;^,*^!*'* 

spedeful  to  edificacion  and  swettenes  of  deuociou,  i  name  cm.? 

and.  lering  of  lewed  men.     And  here  is  no  thing 

sayd  hot  as  haly  writ  says   and  grete  doctours : 

and  therfor  thou  that  redys  this,  and  any  comfort  Yon  vrho 

has  ther-Inne,  pray  god  be  way  of  charite  to  haue  pray  for  its 

,  .         ,  ,..',.  .      ,     Englislicr: 

mercy  on  him  that  turned  it  m  this  maner.  And 
if  thou  couayt  to  lone  god  and  to  plese  him,  take 
[this]  mirrowr  and  loke  oft  ther-Inne. 

WHo-so  wele  thinkes,  wele  may  say, 
ffor  of  gotle  thoghtes^  comes  gode  dcdes  ay. 
God  send  vs  thoght  to  his  plesyng. 
In  whos  fre  wil  hynges  all  thyng.  4 

^  Edited  before,  but  very  impeifectly,  by  SI.  Cooke,  R.  Grosse- 
teste  Carmina  aivglo-Twrmannica,  Caxton  Soc.  1852. 

^  This  introduction  is  wiitten  in  red.  In  the  ilS.  final  t,  f, 
g  have  a  thin  tag  (tl,  f ),  which  I  omit ;  IP  is  given  by  ft,  h'  by  fi, 
d'  by  (J,  k'  by  y  ;  doii  may  be  dou?i  and  done. — The  MS.,  8, 
vellum,  written  in  the  latter  half  of  the  14th  cent.,  only  con- 
tains this  poem,  in  28  foil.,  each  pige  a  24  lines ;  it  is  written 
in  the  large,  clear  northern  type,  is  carefully  executed,  and  is 
most  likely  a  fair  copy  of  the  poet's  own  MS.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  noted  that  the  senile  frequently  leaves  out  single 
words.  "The  Myrour  of  lewed  men"  is  the  title  given  at  the 
end.  The  poem  can  hardly  be  called  a  translation  :  it  condenses 
the  narrative,  adds  from  other  sources,  and  introduces,  not  very 
happily,  pas-sages  treating  of  jwiuts  of  Christian  doctrine  (10 
Commandments,  &c.). 
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Father,  Son 
aii.i  Holy 
Uh08t  are 
one  God  in 
Trinity. 


He  is  god  and  lord  of  myites  mast, 

The  fader  and  sone  and  haligast ; 

In  godhed  are  thise  persones  tlire, 

And  aH  are  on  god  in  trinite ; 

None  is  othir  of  thise  persons  tlire, 

Bot  alle  are  on  god  and  ay  sal  be. 

Oure  mede  is  to  trowe  this  with  stable  thoght, 

Al-be-hit  that  mannes  skil  proues  it  noglit ; 

Bot  when  we  sal  se  god  clerly, 

Than  sal  we  knawe  this  witerly. 


12 


God  created 
earth  and 
lieaven  in 
6  days. 


and  Eve  out 
of  his  rib. 


And  put  him 
ill  Paradise, 


Of  the  hegynnyng  of  the  world). 

GOd  in  vj  dayes  made  bothe  erthe  &  heiien, 
And,  to  make  haliday,  cessed  at  the  seuen.       16 
Heuen  was  occupid  with  angeles  kynde, 
Euermore  on  god  for  to  liaue  thair  mynde — 
Bot  many  thorgh  pride  fel  in  to  helle, 
Thar  sal  thei  aH  with-outen  ende  dwelle. 
Bothe  sunne  and  mone  [mor]  brijt  thai  ware 
Then  seuenfold  then  thay  now  are, 
And  ail:  erthli  thing  more  vertuous, 
Bi-for  Adam  thurgh  synne  was  vicious ; 
And  ilk  a  best  sul[d]  haue  bowed  to  mannes  wiH, 
Had  he  neuer  bi  way  of  synne  don  none  iH. 
When  god  had  the  world  so  pa?-fit  made 
That  no  pa?'tie  of  hit  defaut  hade, 
Then  of  erth  he  made  Adam,  of  man  age, 
To  his  liknes  in  saule  he  was  &  his  ymage. 
Of  a  rib  of  Adam  syde,  when  he  lay  slepand, 
God  made  Eue,  that  sho  to  him  suld  ay  be  kepand. 
Of  on  god  made  al  man-kynde,  for  ilkon  suld  loue  other 
And  non  til  other  do  wrong  mor  then  til  his  brother.  ^ 
What  lyf  myjt  mor^  be  schewed  to  man  in  charite 
Then  in  saule  make  him  lik  to  the  haly  trinite,  36 

Make  him  lord  of  al  the  world,  ful  of  vertuej,  &  wise, 
Make  him  eir  of  heuen-blis  &  sette  him  in  paradis, 
Thare  he  and  aH  that  come  of  him  my3t  leue  w/tA-oute?i 

deyng,  '  vv.  33-4  added.       *  r.  mor  ioyful  ? 

If  thay  vse  the  frut  of  lif  &  kepo  wet  godes  biddyng. 


20 


24 


28 


32 
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Of  aH  the  trees  of  para'lis  bi  godiUs  biJilyng  tliei  siikl 
ete,  41 

But  the  fnit  of  tlie  tre  of  wetyng  of  gode  &  ille  thei  ^*  fortwde 

"'     "^  ^  liiin  to  eat 

sixld  lete  ;  "•«  f""'  »f 

'  _  _       one  Iree. 

"What  tyme  as  tliei  ete  of  that,  thai  suld  forfet  thair 

hmtage 
&  be  oblischid  to  deth  Sz  helle-iKiyne,  thai  &  aH  thair 

lynage.  44 

Bot,  if  thai  had  kepid  wet  aH  goddis  biddyng, 
Thai  suld  haue  leued  ioyfuUy,  &  aH  thair  ofspring, 
Til  thai  liad  ben  tan  til  heuen,  to  fille  that  fair  place 
That  thiirgh  pride  of  lucifer  &  his  fere^  voyde  was ;  48 
Thare  thai  suld  haue  had  mor  ioye  than  hert  may  thenk 

or  tunge  telle, 
&  neuer  non  of  thair  kynd  suld  haue  suffride  payn  of 

heUe. 


Of  tJie  losyng  of  the  tcorld  thurgh  synne. 

WHen  adam  &  eue  sesjni  hade  in  the  blis  of 
p<«7-adys, 
Tlie  fende,  for  he  hade  that  ioye  lost,  enuy  had  to  thair  Tiie  Fiend, 

delice.  52 

Then  he  comein  neddir  liknesse  to  eue  wttA  a  wowmans  like  an  «dder 

—  with  a  wo- 

f  ace,    iuan"8  lace, 

&  sayde:  "whi  bad  god  je  suld  no3t  ete  of  aH  trees 

that  ther  was  1 " 
''  Of  aH  the  trees,"  qt^ad  eue,  "that  thar  is,  we  n:ay  ete 

at  oure  liking, 
Out-tan  on  that  is  forbo(J,  paraunter  for  drecl  of  deyng." 
Than  sayde  the  fencJ  :  "  30  saH  no3t  deye  the/fore,  god  tempted  Eve. 

wot  it  Wele,  1  r.  godlg,  ct  v.  576.  57 

Bot  as  god^  satt  36  be,  knawand  bo  the  gode  &  yueH." 

Eue  sagh  that  the  frut  was  gode  &,  ful  gretly  lykand : 

Sho  tastid  sone,  &  gaf  therof  tiH  her  owen  husband.         siieatethe 

Adam  wolde  no3t  greue  his  wyf,  bot  sone  he  ete  wet/*  fruit'lnT 

hir.  61     Adam. 

Alas,  that  synne  oblisched  vs  al  til  wikkid  heH-fire  !         and  tiiereby 
Sone  thai  were  put  fro  that  place  to  sorow  &  to  care,       destind  to 
That  neuer  my3t  no  creature  recouer  it  mare.  64 
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Tlie  whole 
world  was 
lost. 


Alle  thing  vnder  heuen  made  was  to  inawnes  solace, 
And  therfor,  syn  he  synned,  aH  thai  lesse  vertue  has. 
AH  man-kynde  for-thi  Avas  put  to  thraldom  of  the  fende, 
And  bounden  aH  to  his  p/v'son  ay  with-outen  ende.  68 
How  may  thraH  witli  ri^t  clayme  a  thing  of  fre  heritage  % 
"With  his  lord  may  he  no^t  mote,  ne  non  of  his  lynage. 
Thus  was  aH  this  world  lost;   ther  was  no  help  in 

creature. 
Bot  god  wist  what  was  his  wil,  that  of  aH  thing  has 

cure.  72 


Then  God 
gave  man  the 
10  Command- 
ments : 


2.  Take  not 
Uixl's  name 
in  vain. 


8.  Keep  well 
the  Holy  Day. 


4.  Honour 
thy  Father 
and  Mother. 


76 


80 


Of  the  ten  commaundements?- 

1  This  passage  is  added  to  the  Fr. 

THen  viiih  the  x  co«^mandements  god  forbed!  aH 
synne 
&  taght  man  how  he  myjt  hwi  gret  mede  wynne. 
The  first  is,  to  worschipe  on  god  and  no  mo. 
This  biddyng  sal  be  vnderstanden  so 
That  it  forbedes  aH  mamettrie, 
And  also  aH  maner  of  sorcerie. 
Mammentrie  is,  to  do  creature  that  hono?<r 
That  thou  suld  do  aH-onely  to  thi  creatowr. 
That  is,  worschipe  him  for  him-self  ower  aH  othe?*  thing. 
A  seint  sal  thou  Avorschipe  for  he  is  his  deilyng. 
Ymages  in  the  kirk  that  thou  on  lokes, 
Are  to  the  as  to  the  clerk  are  his  gode  bokes  :  84 

Thou  sal  not  worschipe  thaim  bot  for  thair^  sake  •  r.tiiat? 
That  thei  bringe  to  thi  mynd  thi  prayer  to  make. 

The  second  is  :  tak"  not  the  name  of  thi  god  in  vayn. 
Ilk  fals  oth,  vnleful  &  ideP  is  ther-agayn ;  >  sweiingom.? 
He  is  ay  in  peril  of  synne  dedly 
That  sweres  bi  goddis  hert  or  any  party. 
This  biddyng  forbedes  alle  heresy, 
And  also  aH  feyned  and  fals  ypocrisy. 

The  thrid  is  :  thou  sal  kepe  wel  thi  haliday. 
That  is  thus  mekel  openly  for  to  say  : 
Put  fro  the  synne  &  bodely  werkyiig, 
And  gif  the  to  god  wt't/i  hertly  prayng. 
Tak  kepe  here  that  on  halyday  marchandyse 
Lcttes  man  oft  of  goddes  seruise. 

The  ferd  is :  worschipe  thi  fader  &  thi  modor, 


89 


92 


6.  Do  not 

commit 

Adulter}-. 
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Be  way  of  kynde  thes  two  may  nojt  be  the  to  dere ; 

To  thaim  ogli  thou  buxunmes  &  honour,  101 

And  also  in  thair  [nede]  help  and  socowr. 

And  haly  kirk  is  tlii  moder  gastly, 

And  the  keper  of  thi  saule  thi  fadir,  sot[h]ly ;  104 

And  who  so  is  thi  warldly  lord  or  thi  kyng. 

Is  taken  for  thi  fadir  in  this  byddyng. 

The  fif t  is  :  thou  salt  no  man  sle  vnlaghfully.  5.  Do  no 

murder. 

That  is  to  say,  notlier  bodely  ne  gastly ;  108 

ffor  ille  ensaumple,  hate,  &  bakbityng 

Are  ille  to  thi  neghbur  gastly  sleyng ; 

Hurtyng  bothe  gastly  &  bodely  is  forbei?, 

And  wernyng  of  mete  to  the  pour  in  penl  of  ded.    112 

The  sext  is  :  thou  sal  don  non  auoutrie. 
And  this  forbedes  aH  maner  of  lecherie, 
Bot  it  be  betwix  the  &  thi  wyf  wjt/i  gode  entent, 
if  or  to  kepe  the  lagh  of  god  in  that  sacra  ment.  116 

The  seuent  biddes  that  thou  sal  no  thing  stele 
Is^e  non  othir  mannes  gode  agayns  his  wille  dele. 
This  forbedes  fals  cautels,  deceit,  and  maystrie, 
That  mas  many  to  loise  his  gode  vnri^twisly ;  120 

And  who  so  harmes  any  man  in  this  maner, 
Sal  no^t  be  saf,  bot  he  make  asseth  at  his  power. 

The  aghtend  is  :  here  agayn  no  man  fals  witnes, 
And  in  tyme  &  maner  skilful  lajiie  thou  sothfastnes 
When  it  is  nojt  lefful  &  nedful  to  say,  125 

And  al  lesyng  eschue  as  wele  as  thou  may. 

The  neyghend .  is :  thi  neghbur  hous  sal  thou  nojt 
coueit. 
In.  this  is  forboden  assent  to  wrang  &  deceit.  128 

The  tend  is  :  thou  saii  nojt  jerne  another  ma7^nes  wyf. 
His  seruant  ne  his  other  thing,  that  may  helpe  his  lyue. 
Here  is  forbeden  alle  maner  of  Avikked  couetyse 
That  myght  harme  thi  neghbur  on  anj'-maner  wise.  132 
If  slik  thoght  come  to  thi  hert,  thou  sal  nojt  assent, 
Bot  euer  agayn-stande  with  gode  auysement : 
And  then  sal  thou  no3t  falle  in  dedly  synne, 
Bot  ilk  a  tyme  a  croun  of  gret  ioye  wynne.  136 

Tluirgh  this  ten  thou  may  ^rynne  g?-et  ioye,  &  eschewe 
payn. 


9.  Covet  not 
thy  neigh- 
bour's bouse. 


10.  Desire  not 
aiiolher'swire 
or  property. 
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hut  to  open 
Heaven 
ngiiin,  a  mun 
without  sin 
was  needed. 


Bot  more  help  mot  open  lieuen-^ates  the  agayn. 
Who-so  suld  agayn  blis  to  man^  wynne, 


mankynd  ? 

Him  behoued  be  a  man  that  my^t  nojt  synne,  140 

And  he  most  ay  fulfille  alle  goddes  wille 

And  neuer  in  thoght,  word,  ne  dede  don  non  ille ; 

Slik  on  my3t,  if  he  wald,  a  gode  raunson  wage 

And  bye  agayn  both  man  &i  heritage.    >  r.&mannis?   144 

Bot  slik  a  man  in  erth  my3t  neuer  be  made, 

If  he  of  aii  creatoM?-s  ail  vertues  hade. 


Of  the  restoring  of  the  warld. 

1nh"K'a'^       A     -^y^^S  t^^r  ^vas  of  souerayne  worthines, 
j\^  fEul  of  me?-cy  &  wysdani  &  ali  godenes. 

u»  Son,'        A  sone  he  hadde,  knewe  aH  his  wille, 
And  my3t  and  wald  al  hit  fulfille. 
Thai  were  ay  bothe  al  on  substauwce, 
And  betwix  theim  was  no  distaunce  ; 
What  as  the  fader  wald  hane  amendyd, 
By  his  sone  godely  hit  suld  be  endid. 

andiDatigh-  ffour  doghte?*s  hade  this  grete  kyng, 
That  f  ulfillid  att  his  likyng  ; 
Thai  were  of  his  substance  ilkon. 
And  aH  that  substance  was  bot  on. 
Thai  foure  doghte?*s  thurgh  comune  assent 
Parformed  al  his  iugement. 
Bot  if  thise  foure  vse  ay  wele  thair  myght. 
May  neuer  no  rewme  be  rewled  right.. 
The  names  of  thaim  wttA-outen  les 
Are  :  Mercy,  Sothfastnes,  Eight,  &  Pes. 
Mercy,  when  sho  hade  parceyued     \ 
How  aH  man-kynde  was  deceyued 
Thurgh  the  fende  that  be  foul  treson 
Has  geten  him  to  his  prison 
And  euermore  with  enuy 
Win  torment  him  as  enemy, 
Sho  was  so  stored  to  compassion 
That  sho  wald  deliue/*e  that  prison. 


ilercv, 
Ti-uth,  Right, 
Peace, 


148 


152 


156 


160 


164 


168 


172 
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Here  spak  Mercy. 

THus  til  her  fader  sho  began 
To  pray  him  for  synful  man  : 
"  Dere  fader,  kyng  of  myjtes  mast, 
Thi  dogliter  y  am,  wele  thou  wast,  176 

fful  of  myknes,  swetnes  and  pite ; 
Dere  fader,  aH  thes  haue  y  of  the. 
Kow  here  my  praier  for  this  prison, 
That  he  may  be  put  til  his  raunson.  180 

His  enemys  with  thair  falshede 
Has  put  him  to  so  gret  nede 
That  he  may  neuer  saued  be, 

liot  thurgh  mercy  and  gret  pite.  184 

Thair  falshed  may  gretly  letted  be, 
And  that  prison  be  3 olden  to  me. 
Dere  fader,  mercyful  is  thi  name, 

And  y  thin  eldest  doghter  ame ;  188 

That  y  were  thi  doghter,  my3t  y  neuer  say 
Bot  y  wald  euer  for  sinful  man  pray. 
^Thi  mercy  thurgh  ri^t  saHhe  haue^, 
And  thi  gret  me/-cy  sal  him  saue.  192 

I  sal  euer  crie  mercy  to  the 
Til  that  Avreched  prison  deliuerd  be. 
Dere  fader,  my  pmier  may  nojt  be  lette, 
ffor  y  am  ouer  aH  thi  werkes  to  sette."  196 

Here  ispak  Sothfastnes. 

WHeu  the  second  sister,  sothfastnes, 
Hade  herd,  mercy  thurgh  here  swetnes 
Wold  sone  bye  the  synful  p/v'soii  agayn 
That  sho  hade  iugged  to  ay-lastand  payne,  200 

Sho  sayde  :  "  dere  fader,  thi  doghter  am  y. 
As  ner  sib  to  the  as  is  my  sister  me/-cv. 
Mercy  of  no  thing  may  wele  gife  the  dome 
Bot  if  y,  sothfastnes,  with  her  come ;  204 

Hir  praier  may  nojt  be  herd  of  the 
Bot  if  hit  acordand  be  with  me. 
If  aH  hir  prayers  suld  ay  be  herd, 
Neuer  no  shrewe  for  the  sul  be  ferd, 


Men-y  prars 
the  King  to 


She,  Mercy, 


will  alirays 
pray  for  Alan 


Sootli  fastness 


says  that 
Mert-y 
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Ne  neuer  punist  no  wikkednes  : 

That  is  gretly  agayns  rijtwisnes ; 

fFor  he  suld  haue  no  mercy 

That  is  dampned  rijtwysly."  212 


Folk 

rigliteously 
comleinnd 
should  be 
shown  no 
mercy. 


Riithteous- 
iiess  confirms 
this. 


is  not  worth 
mercy. 


Here  spah  r^hcysnes. 

THen  rijtwisnes,  the  third  sister,  sayde  : 
"  Dere  fader,  in  me  is  aH:  dome  laide ; 
I  ne  may  no3t  spare  to  say  to  the, 
AH  that  sothfastnes  teUes  to  mc  216 

I  mot  dele  to  eue?*-ilk-one, 
Gode  or  iH  after  thei  haue  done. 
The  prisoner    Thi  wikkid  seruant  is  in  prison, 

As  he  was  demed  \fiih  gret  resoil.  220 

I  may  nojt  fro  this  sentence  vary  /' 

Bot  I  to  rijt  wald  be  contrary.   J 

Mercy  ne  pite  is  non^  worthi,  >  r.man? 

ifor  that  he  lost  thaim  wilfully." —  224 

Alas  catyf  prison,  now  has  thou  no  frende 
Bot  mercy,  that  praies  for  a  gode  ende ! 
Sothfastnes  has  accused  the, 

And  rijtwisnes  has  dampned  the ;  228 

Thou  &  aH  that  of  the  come 
To  helle-fire  has  herd  ■^our  dome. 
Thin  enemy  gret  stired  the  to  trespas. 
And  ri3twisnes  of  the  no  mercy  has,  232 

And  mercy  may  nojt  be  herd. 
Ther-for  pece  may  be  ferd. 
When  no  forgifnes  may  be. 

Thai  may  nojt  dwelle  in  cuntre.  236 

AH  mankynde  dyes  and  is  put  to  payn, 
Bot  Enok  and  Ely  that  sal  come  agayu. 
Gret  dole  is  to  think  on  this, 

How  al  mankinde  fordone  is ;  240 

Sothfastnes  &  rijt  has  geuen  thair  iuggement, 
Bot  mercy  &  pees  were  no^t  of  that  assent. 
If  aH  go  bi  reddure  of  ri3t  &  sothfastnes. 
How  saH  me?-cy  and  pes  she  we  the  kinges  godoues  ?  244 
If  al  be  thaim  one  deme  sothfastnes  &  rijt, 
Mercy,  pete  &  pece  sal  loise  al  thair  my3t. 


Tnith  and 
Uight  liave 
judgd  liim. 
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IT  Here  spaJte  Pece. 

NOw  pece  to  the  king  begynnes  to  say  : 
"  ffaire  gode  dere  fader,  thou  has  loued  me  ay, 
Thou  art  endles  of  pece  prince  &  also  king,  249 

And  eufi?-  in  pece  salt  thou  be,  for  the?-  [is]  thi  dwellyng ; 
If  y  for  debate  suld  away  fie. 

Thou  suld  haue  no  place  lykand  to  the.  252 

Mi  two  dere  susters  now  haue  thai  me  forsaken, 
And  me?-cy  with  thaim  two  3it  haue  thai  not  taken ; 
Wit/i-outen  vs  tliai  be  thaim-self  han  gyuew  a  iuggement, 
That  suld  haue  ben  gyuen  trewly  viiili  cornen^  assent. 
Ther-fore  hit  sal  no^t  ben  of  recorde      »  ms.  coe,  r.  co««uRe? 
Til  we  four  ben  ail  of  on  acorde. 
AH  erthly  thing  is  made  for  gode  pece, 
And  wit/i-outeni  hit  may  ben  non  ese.  260 

lustisry  is  neueymore  nedef  ul  i  ,outen  on  the  maigin. 

Eot  when  it  is  to  pece  spedefuL 
How  suld  right  &  sothfastnes  auaile 
When  thai  wil  nojt  caH  me  to  thair  counsaile,  261 

iS'^e  me;-cy  my  siste/-  that  ay  so  gode  is, 
That  withouten  hir  no  gilt  amendid  isM  » r.  nis 

Ther-fore  out  of  cuntre  wil  I  iie 

Til  my  thre  sisters  acorded  be.  268 

If  sothfastnes  mete  with  mercy, 
Then  saH  kis  rijtwisnes  &  y. 
The  prison  calles  euer  vppon  mercy, 
And  mercy  for  him  wil  ay  to  the,  king,  cry  272 

Til  for  him  be  paied  al  his  raunsoil 
And  he  be  deliuered  out  of  prisoii." 


Peace  pleaJa 


that  the 
verdict  <if 
Truth  and 
Uiglit 
is  of  no  Koo 


unleKs  slie 
ami  Merey 
join  iu  it. 


Without 
Peace 


and  Mercy, 
no  crime  iiui 
be  amended. 


Mercy  wiU 
plead  for  the 
prisoner  till 
heiadeliverd. 


IT  Here  spak  the  Kinges  sone. 

NOw  the  kinges  sone  has  wele  sene 
That  debate  is  his  sistej-s  betwene 
And  hit  may  nojt  wele  be  amesed 
Bot  in  to  his  hande  it  be  sesed. 
He  says  to  that  my^ty  kyng  anon  : 
"  Dere  fader,  thou  and  I  are  aH  on. 
On  substance,  on  wysdam,  &  on  powere, 
And  god,  while  the  holy  gust  is  oure  fere. 


276 


280 
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tliat  Mercy 
liHs  made 
Him  pity  tlie 
l>ni)oiier ; 


that  He  will 
take  Man's 
nature  and 
punishment, 


save  man, 

and  atone 
Truth  and 
Meroy, 
Righteous- 
ness and 
I'eace. 


AH  Oil  in  substance  if  we  be, 

Neuer-tlie-lcs  in  persons  we  are  thre.  284 

Thurgh  nie  the  warld  thou  made  of  nojt : 

Thurgh  me  agayn  let  hit  be  boght ! 

Mercy  has  so  raekel  moued  me 

That  of  that  prison  I  haue  pite.  288 

Dere  fader,  I  wil  don  al  thi  wille 

And  punysch  al  that  is  don  iH  : 

I  sal  take  the  clething  of  that  wretchid  pr/sofi 

And  prniily  for  him  sal  I  paye  raunsoil :  29:2 

Of  his  kynde  wil  I  become 

And  for  him  wil  y  take  dome ; 

More  payn  then  rijt  &  sothfastnes  wold!  haue 

Wil  y  sufire,  that  prison  for  to  saue,  296 

On  this  mainer  sothfastnes  and  me?'cy 

Sal  sone  be  made  gode  frendes  verraly ; 

Also  pece  and  rijtwisnes 

Thai  sal  kis  wzt7<  gret  swetnes."  300 


Let  all 
readers  of 
thiK  Ronuince 
believe 


that  Father, 
Son  and  Holy 
Ghost  are 
one  God, 
and  the  1 
Sisters  His 
qualities. 


w 


%  Here  spalc  the  aufonr. 
Ho-so  redes  this  romance, 
Trowe  in  god  with  on  substance. 


Bot  on  is  god  &  persons  thre, 
Non  othir  thing  in  god  may  be. 
&OUV  sisters  that  we  before  rede, 
Are  iovLve  vertues  in  the  godhede  : 
To  foure  doghters  thai  haue  lyknyng, 
ffor  thai  p^'ocure  aH  gode  doyng  ; 
Bot  aH  thai  are  on  god  of  myites  mast. 
He  is  fader  and  sone  and  haly  gast. 
If  thou  trowe  this  wele  &  stedfastly. 
Thou  may  haue  mede  ay-lastan[d]ly. 


304 


308 


312 


The  King 
agrees  that 


^  Here  Spak  the  Idng.^    »  This  passage  is  .added. 

ri^He  kyng  has  herd  his  awen  sones  speche, 

I     That  of  aH  the  warld  is  a  god  leche ; 
*'  Dere  sone,"  he  says,  "  thurgh  the  I  made  aH  thing, 
And  aH  the  warld  hynges  in  thi  kepingj  316 

Thou,  &  the  haly  gast,  with  me 
Dose  aH  gode  dede  that  done  sal  be ; 
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Oure  dede  may  nea«r  departid  be. 

fifor  aH  on  god  in  kynde  are  "we  tlire, 

AH  only  thou  sal  take  manhede. 

Bot  aH  Ave  thre  saH  do  the  dede, 

Rijt  as  two  virgyns  clethes  the  third 

And  ^it  none  of  thaiiu  bot  on  is  cled.       »  r.  «iuire? 

Dere  sone,  this  was  oure  al  thre^  pMrpos  &  enrage 

When  we  made  man  to  oure  liknes  &  ymage ; 

This  hight  y  to  Abraham  and  to  dauid, 

And  my  prophetes  acorded  ther-with. 

If  mankynd  sal  out  of  his  pn'son  wynne, 

A  man  mot  for  him  dye  that  has  no-raaner  synne, 

Tliat  is  of  mj-jt  to  ryse  fro  dede  to  the  lyue. 

And  his  \iiili  liim  out  of  prison  ryue ; 

And  siche  myjt  ther  be  neuer  non 

Bot  he  were  bothe  god  &  man. 

Dere  sone,  if  thou  wU  dye  &  suffre  payne, 

Bothe  aungel  &  mankynde  may  be  ful  fayne. 

That  souerayne  grace  and  meknes 

SaH  be  so  ful  of  swetnes. 

That  neuer  may  man  wele  haue  in  his  mynnyng 

Bot  he  be  sterid  to  lone  the  oner  al  thing, 

And  titter  be  resou  his  he/*t  suld  brest 

Then  he  for  any  thing  suld  breken  thi  best." 


.320 


324 


328 


332 


336 


His  Son  only 
shall  become 
Mau,  tho'  He 
and  tlie  Holy 
Ghost  act  in 
and  with 
Him. 


If  His  Son 

will  suffer. 


wlio 
340    canfiaito 


IT  Of  i/saies  j^^opJiecies. 

Off  ihesu  crist  telles  ysay 
To  aH  mankynde  verrayly  : 
How  a  child  is  born  til  vs, 
And  a  sone  is  gyuen  til  vs, 
His  name  sal  be  callid  wonderful, 
Counsellour,  &  god,  &  strenghtful, 
ifader  of  the  warld  that  sal  come. 
And  prince  of  pece  sal  be  his  nome. 

IT  Here  qmke  the  autanr. 

Iff  any  best  in  shap  passed  cours  of  kynde, 
A  wonder  in  that  wald  many  man  fynde  . 
Bot  if  a  pa>-fit  man  were  a  pa7-fit  as, 
Mikel  more  meruayl  wald  man  say  it  was ; 

YKRXOX    MS. 


Isaiah  fore- 
„  ,  ,  tells  how  a 
344    Son  shall  be 

given  us. 


348 


352 


be  cald  Won- 
derful, Coun- 
sellor, God, 
Strong, 
Father  of  the 
world  to 
come,  and 
Prince  of 
Peace. 


Christ  was 
wonderful : 
A  greater 
raar>-el  than 
that  a  Man 
should  be 
an  Ass, 


X£ 
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is  it  that 
Christ  sliould 
be  both  God 
unci  mail. 


Bot  more  maruayl  may  who  so  can 

How  verraily  is  on  bo  the  god  &  man.  356 

ffor  he  wald  saue  mankynde  that  foiily  was  lorn, 

Child  of  a  nerthly  woman  wald  he  he  born. 

Syn  god  in  erth  for  loue  of  man  wald  mak*  his  halle, 

ISTede  it  was  to  make  it  best  &  fairest  of  alle.  360 


The  King 
made  a 
Castle. 


4  Towers, 
8  Baileys, 


And  was 
painted  red 
at  top, 

blue  in  centre, 

green  at  foot. 


4  Streams 
ran  from  its 
Well. 


7  steps  led 
to  an  ivory 
chair. 


T 


IT  How  ihenns  entred  in  to  a  castil. 

(Her-for  a  castel  has  the  king  made  at  his  devys, 
That  thar^  neuer  drede  assaut  of  any  enemys ; 
He  sette  hit  on  a  whit  roche  thik  &  hegh,       i  =  dar 
With  gode  dykes  al  aboute,  depe  and  dregh.  364 

Men  may  neuer  with  no  craft  this  castil  douw  myne, 
Ne  may  neuer  do  hanne  to  hit  no-maner  engyne. 
This  castil  is  euer  ful  of  loue  &  of  grace, 
To  al  that  any  nede  has,  socowr  &  solace.  368 

ffour  toures  ay  hit  has  &  kernels  fair, 
Thre  bailliees  al-aboute  that  may  no^t  apair. 
Nouther  hert  may  wele  thinke  ne  tung  may  wel  telle 
Al  the  bounte  &  the  bewte  of  this  ilk  casteli !  372 

Seuen  barbicans  are  sette  so  sekirly  aboute 
That  no  maner  of  shoting  may  greue  fro  wit/i-oute. 
This  castel  is  paynted  wit/i-out  viiih  thre-maner  co1om?"3  : 
Eede  brennand  colowr  is  a-boue  toward  the  fair  tours, 
Meyne  colour  is  ymyddes  of  ynde  &  of  blewe,  377 

Grene  colowr  be  tlie  ground,  that  neuer  changes  hewe. 
Thes  colours  both^  [fer]  &  nere  castes  so  mekil  li^t, 
That,  when  men  behaldes  thaim,  co7?ifort  mekil  thair 

Sijt.  J  MS.  beth.  380 

The  castel  al  wiili-m,  Avho-so  may  hit  knawe. 

Ay  is  blaunched  als  whit  as  any  dryuen  snawe. 

ffour  fair  stremes  in  hit  out  of  a  welle  spiinges 

ffro  myddes  the  hegh  tour,  thai  fille  the  dykinges ;  384 

So  fair  and  so  gode  that  liquo?ir  ther  is 

That  he  that  drank  oght  the?'of  myjt  haue  mekel  blis. 

A  chaier  of  yuor  ther  was  sette  in  this  ilk  tour, 

'Wiih  seuen  grees  vpward,  w/t/i  worschipe  &  gret  honowr; 

Was  neuer  non  half  so  fair  in  this  warld  sene,  389 

^N'o  neue?'  non  so  semly  hade  prince  ne  quene ; 
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Hit  was  made  sotilly,  &  al  be  compas  cast, 
The  raynbowe  enuyroimd  it  al  stedefast. 
The  kynges  sone  has  made  it  for  his  awne  se — 
"Was  ther  neuer  non  so  fair  ue  neuer-more  sal  be. 


392 


396 


IT  Wliat  betokeTies  this  castil. 

THis  castil  of  solas  &  of  socowr 
Is  hir  blissed  body  that  bar  oure  saueowr 
Hit  was  made  for  refuyt  to  all  manes  kynde — 
Who-so  fles  ther-to,  socom?'  sal  he  fyiide. 
The  roche  whit  Sc  fair  wz'tA  his  stablenes  399 

Is  the  liert  of  hir  in  al  halynes,      »  The  next  leaves  are  misplaced. 

That  sette  hir  to  serue  god  wzt7/-outen  any  drede 
^In  soue)-ayne  clene  meknes  &  clene  maydenhede.  foi.  w. 
The  grene  colour  bi  the  ground,  that  wil  so  wele  last, 
Is  the  treuth  of  oure  lady,  that  ay  was  stedefast.      404 
The  meyne  colo?/7*  in  the  myddest  of  this  castil  waUe 
"Was  stable  hope  to  come  to  grace,  that  sane  mankynct 

saH. 
The  rede  coIom?*  abouen,  brennand  in  the  sijt, 
"Was  brennand  loue  of  god  &  man,  that  gyues  mykil 

li^i  I  MS.  of  408 

ISo  wonder  if  ^  this  castil  ware  fid  whit  wzt//-Inne, 
fibr  the  hert  of  that  may  was  xxevier  foulyd  wit//  synne. 
The  four  toures  g?*et  &  strong,  that  fair  were  to  se, 
AVare  gastly  strenght  &  sobemes,  ri3t  &  sutilte ;       412 
Thes  four  vertues  stakes  out  al  maner  of  wykkednes 
And  kepes  fast  w/t7/-ynne  al  that  is  godnes. 
The  baillies,  on  ay  wit/<-ynne  a  uoihei-  in  thre  stage. 
Are    clene    maydenhed,    &    moderhed,   &    in^    trewe 

spousage;  >om.  in?     416 

"Woman  witA  thes  thre  hot  seint  mary  was  ther  neuer 

non; 
Bok  who-so  sal  be  sauf   of  synne,   of   thes   he  most 

haue  on. 
Seuen  barbicans  fair  seuen  virtues  calle  we. 
That  in  oure  lady  suffred  no  vice  for  to  be :  420 

ffor  gret  meknes  in  hir  hert  venquist  ay  al  pride ; 
And  hir  gret  charite  enuy  myjt  not  abyde ; 
Hir  discrete  abstinens  fordid  al  glotouye ; 


This  Cistle 
is  Our  Liidv' 
body. 


The  white 
rock  is  Iter 
heart; 


the  bine, 
her  hope ; 


the  4  Towers, 
4  of  her 
virtues : 


the  3  Bavlies, 
her  maiden- 
hood. 

motlierhood 
and  wife- 
hood: 


the  7  Barbi- 
cans, her  7 
Virtues, 

Meekness, 

Charity, 

Abstinenor, 

E  E    2 
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Chastity, 

Poverty, 
Patience, 
Ghostly  joy. 


tlie  4  Streams 
wasli  away 


resist  tempta- 
tion, 
stir  charity. 


The  ivory 
Tlirone  is 
Our  Lady's 


And  hir  clene  maydenhed'  sufFred  no  lecherie ;  424 

Wikkid  couetyse  in  hir  he?-t  niyjt  neuer  dwelle, 
ffor  wilful  pouert  in  hir  hert  keped  the  castil; 
Pacience  in  hir  hert  euer  was  so  prest 
That  synne  of  wratli  the?"-in  myjt  neue?'haue  rest;  428 
Ther  was  so  mekil  in  hir  hert  of  comfort  gastly 
That  ther  niy^t  neuer  synne  of  slewtfi.  dwelle  ther-by. 
The  fair  welle  in  the  castil  that  filles  ay  the  dykes, 
Is  grace  in  goddes  moder  that  synful  man  ay  likes.  432 
Thou  that  myster  has  of  grace,  go  to  this  spring- welle ; 
Who  so  help  has  of  hir,  sal  neuer  go  to  helle. 
iMake  the  dykes  of  meknes  &  of  gode  wille  '  ^/g-efy^^^-^^^j. 
And  four  stremes  of  that  grace  sal  the  sone  fille  :     436 
On  streme  euermore  sal  the  clene  wascB  of  synne  that 

is  past, 
Another  agayn  temptacion  sal  make  the  stedefast, 
The  thirde  sal  stere  the  to  do  werkes  of  charite. 
And  the  ferd  sal  here  the  to  blis  that  ay  sal  be.        440 
This  welle  is  euej-more  sprmgand  mercy  &  pite ; 
If  thou  haue  no  part  therof,  it  is  al  lange  on  the. 
The  trone  of  yuor  is  the  saule  of  oure  swete  lady  ; 
Seuen  grees  that  lys  therto,  are  werkes  of  mercy  ;     444 
The  raynbowe  that  bendes  ouer  w?'t7i  his  co1om?-s  thre, 
Is  the  my3t  that  couers  hir  of  the  haly  trinite. 
K'o  wonder  if  this  castel  were  ful  fair  in  sijt. 
Whew  god,  the  sorene  of  ri3t\visnes,  wald  ther-in  lijt ! 
He  come  thurgh  the  cloise  jate,  &  when  he  wewt  clois 

it  was ;  449 

Ei^t  as  the  bri3t  sonne-beme  comes  &  goos  thurgh  the 

glas.  foi.  15. 

Al  that  man  nede  has  of  [is]  in  this  ilk  castett ; 
He  that  help  has  of  hit,  has  ynogh  of  wele.  452- 


Motlier  of 
Mercy, 


H  Here  spaJc  the  autowc. 

GEntil  lady  of  this  casteH, 
Let  me  my  myscheue  to  the  telle. 
Moder  of  me?*cy  &  qwene  of  pite. 
To  synful  man  thou  art  ay  avowe  : 
Ther-for  at  thi  jates  now  y  lye, 
1  cry  to  thee.    Thi  help  and  mercy  for  to  crye; 


456 


A  Sawley  Monk's  version  of  Grostetes  Castle  of  Ixtve.     421 

Mercy  sal  y  fast  crie  befor  this  louely  tour, 

Euer  til  I  fynde  sum  of  tbi  soconr.  460 

Hope  of  help  me  made  hider  for  to  fie 

"When  thre  gret  enemys  fast  pursued  me : 

On  is  the  foule  fende  \\iih  al  his  companie,  Help  me  from 

1     o  ,ni     l'»e  fiend. 

That  puttes  forth  pride  &  wrath  &  gret  enuye ;        464 

The  secund  is  the  fals  warld  viiih  many  schrewed  gyse,   the  woria. 

That  shotes  ay  at  me  sharply  viiih  aH  couetise ; 

The  third  is  myn  awne  flesch,  to  me  a  gret  enemy,  ff^7 

That  prickes  me  viiih  lecherie,  sleuth,  &  glotony.     468 

WeUe  of  mercy,  I  be  ded  &  sone  al  fordon 

Bot  a  streme  of  thi  grace  come  to  me  sone. 

Lady,  let  me  lye  in  thi  castel  dyke 

And  wascli  me  wele  ther  to  thi  seruant  like :  472 

Then,  if  nijTi  enemys  avU  me  assaile, 

In  traist  of  thi  gode  help  y  tak  that  bataile. 

In  this  castil  ihesu  crist  tok  of  the  mankynd  :  475 

Ther-for  hope  y  euer  her^  socoMr  for  to  fynde  ;     •  ms.  iiir  i  hope  for  ti.y 

Here  hitF  god  his  gret  power  in  mannes  liknes  V,^^-  '^"^- 

&  laide  enbuschement  for  the  fen(J  &  al  his  wikkednes.^ 

Thou  art  the  jert  of  aaron  that  bar  the  faire  flo^^r, 

When  thou  in  clene  maydenhede  bar  thi  creatowr ;  480 

Thou  art  the  stegh  of  iacob  thwrgh  wham  is  gate  to 

heuen — 
He  may  hope  wele  of  help  that  deuoutly  wil  the  neuen. 
The  Binges  sone  of  al  this  world  ligh  the  wtt7«-ynne 
ffor  to  saue  &  socoMr  wel  al  synful  man  of  synne. —  484 
Xow  he  has  acorded  alle  his.siste?*s  foure, 
And  pece  is  cryed  for  man  heghe  vp  in  the  toure. 
Now  god  &  man  are  to-geder  both  in  0  person ;  in  chnst 

Now  has  man  ynogh  wharwit/i  to  bye  \\\m  fro  pnson ;     are  one. 
Now  on  man  more  parfit  &  withouten  lak  489 

Than  eiier  was  Adam  ar  he  goddis  biddyng  brak, 
He  is  fre  to  plede  for  vs  &  al  oure  rijt  dereigne, 
And  no  creature  may  haue  cause  vp-on  him  to  pleyn. 
In  token  of  the  prmce  of  pees,  when  he  til  vs  come,         He  brongin 
Pees  was  ouer-al  in  the  world,  &  reuling  was  ire  rome  ;     "'  **"' 
loye  is  sungen  now  to  god  vpon  hegh  in  heuen        495 
And  pes  in  erthe  til  al  man  that  are  of  gode  wil  euen. 


422     A  Saivley  Monies  version  of  Grostetcs  Castle  of  Love. 


H  Hoio  ihesMH  was  r/ode  counseillouv. 


Man,  hear 
liow  Clll■i^t 
was  coun- 
sellor. 


Ifthon 
wilt  follow 
Christ, 

tho\i  shall  re- 
gain Heaven. 


Christ 
prom  i  St 
man  His 


if  he'd  keep 
His  eora- 
tnandinents, 


and  his 

t'ellow-Chris- 

tians. 


and  learn  of 
Him  meek- 
ness. 


NOw,  man,  behold  thi  saueo?ir, 
Howe  he  was  gode  counseilloM?', 
To  bringe  the  to  thin  heritage 

That  was  forfet  thui-gh  outrage.  500 

If  thou  wil  ay  folowe  his  rede, 
Thou  sal  eschue  ay-lastand  dede 
And  so  recoue?"  the  ioye  of  heueu, 
If  thou  wil  folowe  his  connseiH  euen.  504 

When  he  for  the  become  man  here, 
He  fand  the  a  thraii,  of  no  power 
ifor  to  recouer  that  thou  had  lost, 

Bot  he  for  thi  ri^t  wold  pay  the  cost.  508 

Then  souerayn  meknes  and  charite 
Schewed  ihfisu  ^e/^rist,  thi  lord,  for  the  ;      »  ms.  xprist 
"  Dere  brothir,"  he  said,  "  of  the  I  haue  pite  grete, 
That  al  thi  fair  heritage  fouly  is  forfait.  512 

Neue/'-the-lees  fal  no3t  in  despeir, 
ff or  of  that  herikige  y  am  heir ; 
To  double  rijt  hit  falles  to  me :  ^  '  515-522  a?.  Fr. 

The  ton  of  thaim  y  may  wele  gyf  the ;  516 

If  thou  "wil  kepe  my  comaundement, 
Thou  sal  ay  haue  it  verraraent. 
fFor  I  am  god,  blis  is  bounden  to  me  so  fast 
That  y  may  neuer  fro  me  hit  cast ;  520 

ffor  I  am  of  adam  kynde  &  wit/j-outen  synne, 
I  may  clayme  his  hentage  &  bi  skil  hit  wynne. 
If  thou  wiU  ouer  al  thing  ri3t  hertly  loue  me,    >  overiined. 
And  loue  thin  euen-cristen  for  the  loue  of  me,  524 

AH  thin  enemys  the  agayn  sal  no-thing  auaile, 
And  y  sal  sone  for  thi  sake  to  me  ta  this  bataile, 
If  thou  wil  hald  [in]  thi  hert  how  y  for  the  sal  631. 
Mi  30k  sal  ay  be  swete  to  the,  &  my  birthin  ful  li3t. 
Lerne  at  me,  for  T  am  mylde  &  also  meke  of  hert." 
Ther-to  may  mekel  help  ay  wilful  pouert :  530 

Meknes  is  a  v^rray  token  of  \\\m  that  is  in  grace. 
And  pr^■de  an  euidonce  of  him  that  charite  non  has ; 
He  that  settes  his  hert  to  mekel  on  riches,  53.3 

Thai  diawe  him  sone  te  p/'/de  fro  vertue  of  meknes. 
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II  Hei-e  spaJi  the  autour. 
"IVyOw  sues  that  man  his  lordes  connsail 
X  1    That  al  to  the  contrary  dos  trauail  ]  536 

How  may  he  socowr  seke  of  ihasn  meknes,  the'' rood 

That  settes  him-self  to  mekel  vpon  heghnesi  christf**'' 

Ther-for  drede  he  may  that  so  wil  liim  here 
Of  a  foul  falling  doun  with  lucifere.  540 

Is^eue7'-the-lees  a  riche  man  wiUi  his  riatwisnes,  stni,  a  rich 

■'  man 

And  he  loue  ay  god  wele  in  hertly  meknes,  may  win 

He  may  wele  saue  his  saule  with  fast  fleyng  of  sj-nne,      j^^_[w^- 12] 
And  with  werkes  of  mercy  the  loye  of  heuen  wynne.       «^^^ks  of 

H  How  ihesus  mot  with  thefende. 

l^TOw  here  how  thi  lord  mette  [the  fend]  for  thi  rijt, 
X  1    Atte  last  for  thi  loue  put  him  to  fi3t.  546 

-Jfheji  th©  godhede  was  hid  in  the  mankynd 
And  the  fende  in  \\\ni  no  synne  my3t  fynde,  548 

He  tempted  him  with  thre  thinges  that  made  adam  The  Fiend 

^  °  thrice 

dede.l  1  SIS-SeS  added.  tempted 

Christ, 

"  If  thou  be  goddes  sone,"  he  sai<f,  "make  of  stones  by  asking 

Him, 

brede."  i-  to  mni 

stones  into 

"Xoght  only  thurgh  brede,"  qwad  ihesu  cii&t,  "leues   bread: 

man,  551 

Bot  thwrgh  ich  word  that  comes  of  goddes  wysdam." 
The  fencJ  sette  crist  on  the  temple  &  bad  him  lepe  2.  to  leap 

^  '^       from  the 

doun,^  '  MS.  doii  Temple: 

Goddes  aungeles  to  kepe  him  suld  be  redy  &  bou??, 

If  he  were  goddes  sone,  in  handes  thai  suld  him  here, 

So  at  no  ston  suld  he  stumble  ne  nothing  suld  him  dere;  AVlhtf- 

"  Writen,"  quad  \hesxi  crist,  "in  haly  writ  y  rede  :  557  ordv*- 

Thou  suld  not  tempte  god  thi  lord,  when  thou  has  no  -    -    LJa^. 

nede." 
The  fend  shewid  him  al  the  warld  &  saide :  "  this  gif  3.  to  accept 

tlie  world, 
Y  the,  a""!  worship 

^  '  the  Devil. 

If  thou  wil  bowe  dou«  to  the  ground  &  so  adour  me." 
"Writen  it  is,"  qwad  ihesu  crist,  "thi  god  sal  thou 
adoure,  561 

And  only  sal  thou  seme  hi7?i  with  so  mekil  honoure. 
Go,  satanas,"  qwad  ihe^-u  crist,  "  for  the  am  y  no^t  fercF." 
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The  Fiend 
bi-atrd  tlmt  lie 
was  Prince 
of  the  earth. 


and  that  man 
should  be 
ever  in  Hell 
with  him 
for  breaking 
God's  bid- 
ding. 


Christ  satd 
this  wag  thro' 
the  Devil's 
betrayinjf 
Eve. 


Man  should 
be  his, 
unless  Christ 
paid  the 
ransom  he 
was  worth. 


Clirist  agreed 
to  pay  it, 


to  suffer  as 
much  as  one 
wlio'd  lain  in 
Hell. 


"  And  I  am  prmce,"  qwad  the  fend,  "  of  this  midlerd* ; 
I  haue  gode  sesyn  thor-yrene  &  of  ful  lange  tyme, 
And  be  confermyng  of  god  al  maukynd  is  niyne.      566 
ffor  man  brak  goddes  bydding  &  of  the  appel  ete, 
He  sal  be  in  payn  wiUi  me  euermore,  I  tlie  hete ; 
God  wil  not  do  so  gret  wrong  to  reue  me  my  pray. 
If  he  haue  any  rijt,  let  se  what  he  can  say  ! 
The  couenant  that  god.  made,  that  sal  I  alway  hold ; 
IS'o  man  for  to  breke  it  sal  neue?'  be  so  bold."  572 

"  Man,"  qMad  ihesu,  ''  hade  keped  al  goddes  biddyng, 
Hade  he  nojt  be  lettid  wi't/t  [tlii]  betray ng, 
When  thou  saide  til  eue  'for  that  mete  sal  no3t  man 

dye, 
Bot  je  sal  be  as  goddes,  bothe  wyse  &  sle.'  576 

How  may  thou  couenant  reioys^  be  reson       i  Fr.  dec.jouir 
That  thou  made  man  to  breke  bo  thi  foul  treson  %  " 
"Alas,"  then  quad,  the  fend,  "  wher  hade  thou 

connyng 
ffor  to  venquys  me  to-day  thus  -with  thi  motyng  ? 
Mote  euermore  how  as  thou  mote  witt, 
Man  sal  euermore  be  in  my  pmon  stille, 
Bot  if  thou,  be-fore  he  passe  forth, 
Paye  as  mekil  raunson  for  him  as  he  is  al  worth." 
"That  is  reson,"  qwad  ihe^'U  crist,  "&  that  ful  verrailye, 
I  wil  no3t  tak  man  fro  the  vfiih  vnskilful  maistrie.  ' 
Loke  wliat  his  raunson  sal  be  skilfully. 
And  I  sal  paye  hit  for  him,  &  that  ful  largely."        588 
"Better,"  then  qwad  the  fend,  "sal  his  raunson  be 
Then  al  this  ilk  warld  is  worth  that  thou  now  may  se." 
"  I  gmunt,"  qwad  ihesu  crist,  "  to  this  couenant ; 
fibr  my  lest  fynger  is  mekil  more  vailiant  592 

Then  a  thousand  worldes,  if  that  thai  ware." 
"  Certes,"  q^ad  the  fend  then,  "  that  is  al  my  care ; 
ffor  of  al  this  warld  ay  y  haue  sum  skiH:, 
Bot  in  the  is  no  thing  sene  at  myn  awen  wiH:. 
And  if  thou  wil  gyue  thi  fynger  him  to  bye, 
Than  sal  thou  make  a  febil  marchandie. 
And  jit  most  thou  suffre  for  him  als  mekil  payn 
As  he  hade  done  &  he  in  hclle  euer  hade  layn." 
Ihesu  said  :  "  I  sal  do  more  than  thou  has  ast,^  i 


this 


580 


584 


596 


600 
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nd  this  couenant  betwix  vs  sal  be  made  M  fast." 

Then  the  fend  hint  to  the  dede  as  for  his  pr/son  toke. 

And  choked  on  the  godhede  as  fisch  dos  oa  the  hoke. 


B 


33  years,  in 
)iang^r  and 


IT  Of  crides  passion. 
Ehald  now  the  passion  of  cristes  manhede,         605   See  now. 
How  he  raf  al  him-self  to  socowr  the  at  nede,  chnU 

°  .  '  for  the 

Both  body  &  saul,  &  his  lymes  alle  His  Ui 

Lete  punysch  for  the,  when  that  thou  was  thraH.     608 
^Thre  &  thirty  jere  for  the,  to  bye  thi  forfete, 
He  suffred  cold,  hunger  &  thrist,  &  trauail  wonder  t™»»»i. 

grete.  *  em^n  ad.ied. 

Befor  that  he  for  s^Tine  of  man  til  his  passion  ^oile, 
He  prayed  so  hertly  til  his  fader  that  he  swette  blode. 
He  was  tane  as  a  thef,  &  bomiden  wonder  fast,         613   bound  as  a 
&  bette  vriUi  hard  knotty  stringes  whil  thei  wold  last ;   beate'n  witii 

*■  cords, 

ffro  the  croun  of  the  hed  to  the  fote-sole 

Ko  pece  of  his  skyu  myjt  be  founden  hole.  616 

ffete  &  hande  were  drawen  out  &  nayled  to  the  tre,  naiid  to  the 

As  straitly,  for  more  penaunce,  as  euer  thai  my3t  be ; 

He  was  lifted  vpon  hegh  &  leten  doun  so  fast 

That  aH  the  vaynes  &  the  synnues  in  his  body  brast.       aii  veins  and 

AH  that  blissed  body  stremed  douu  of  blode,  621 

fFor  to  wasch  synne — ther  was  a  noble  jflode  ! 

His  saule  [was]  ful  drery  agayn  the  deyng,  His  soui  was 

To  make  asseth  for  thi  saide  wikked  likyng.  624 

The  sharpe  croure  of  thornes  crouned  him  so  fast 

That  the  sharpnes  of  thaira  in  to  the  bn^yn  brast, 

And  then  he  henged  dou«  his  heued  with  niekel  meknes, 

flfor  to  make  asseth  for  mannes  proudnes.^    »  ai.  Fr.     628 

His  eghen  wex  fade  &  dym  &  lost  al  thaire  myjt,  His  eyes  wax 

ffor  to  make  asseth  alway  for  sywne  of  mawnes  sijt. 

His  eres  hard  fals  reproues  wit^  gret  scornyng,  HUears 

ffor  to  make  asseth  fully  for  synne  of  oure  hering.    632 

His  neys  smelled  of  the  lewes  snot  &  foul  spitting 

That  thei  cast  vpon  his  face  to  blode  &  sweting : 

This  suffrance  of  ihe^u  cn'st  that  lord  is  of  al  thing 

;May  make  cisseth  for  aH  sywne  of  oure  smeUiug.       636 

Bitter  aisel  and  galle,  when  he  was  thristy,  foi.  ii.    He  drank 

Drank  he,  to  make  fully  asseth  for  mannes  glotony.         gaii. 


heard  reprooi; 
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Bill  yielded 
up  the  ghost. 


Christ's  heart 
was  cloven  to 
make  amends 
for  tliy  sin, 
Man. 


At  His  deatli, 
the  sun  lost 
its  light. 


and  many 
io\\i  rose  from 
the  dead. 


When  he  was  aght  dayes  old,  with  a  culter  of  stone 
Thai  karf  his  tendre  membre  away — that  bi  the  lagh 
was  don  :  >  639-42  added.     640 

This  penance  of  that  child  that  was  so  worthi 
Mi^t  make  asseth  for  synne  of  mannes  lecliery.^ 
Al  the  body  aboute  wiili  brising  &  beting 
Was  punysclied  ynngh  for  synne  of  touching.  644 

His  hende  nayled  to  the  crosse  al  for  thi  sake 
May  for  synne  of  thin  hend  asseth  ynogh  make. 
His  fete  nayled  thurg^  vfiih  yrne  nayles       1  ms.  timid 
Made  asseth  for  al  thi  wikkid  t?'auayles.  G48 

He  prayed  for  man  til  his  fader  hyngand  an  the  croys 
"With  bittir  teres,  &  3eld  the  gast  w/t/i  a  gret  voys. 
He  was  both  god  &  man  ful  verraily, 
That  so  3elded  the  gast  lyueand  the  body  :  652 

tfor  saule  goos  WQwer  fro  the  body  be  the  cours  of  kynde 
Whyl  thou  may  in  the  body  fyue  wittes  fynde ; 
Bot  god  strenghed  his  body  to  sutfre  more  reddure 
Than  euer  myjt  haue  suffred  any  other  creature.       656 
His  he/'t  that  was  clouen  thurgh  wiiU  a  sharp  spere, 
That  may  make  asseth  for  al  sywne  that  may  dere ; 
His  hert-blode  &  clene  water  was  ther-out  bro3t. 
To  wasch  away  al  enuy  &  al  ille  tho3t.  -  660 

This  of  ful  gret  mercy  is  sette  on  comon  broche. 
And  the  welle  of  pite  springes  out  of  this  roche. 
If  thou  wil  forsake  sy7me  &  cry  mercy, 
Thou  sal  neuer  faile  ther-of,  certaynly ;  664 

How  that  thou  may  sywne  v/iXh  any  ly?«me  that  is  thine, 
A  lymrae  of  crist  is  punysclied  to  thi  medicine. — ■ 
When  god  thus  suffred  dede,  as  Ave  rede  in  boke,     G67 
The  sunne  sone  w^t^-drogh  his  lijt,  and  the  erthe  whoke,^ 
And  the  vail  of  the  temple  euen  brast  in  two,     »  =quoke 
And  the  harde  stones  swiftly  cleue  also ; 
;Many  a  man  rose  than  that  were  before  dede. 
And  al  bare  thei  wittenes  of  his  godhede.^  672 

1  vv.  C67-672  added. 

IF  Of  the  sorowe  of  otcre  lady. 

WHat  sorowe  hopes  thou  then  hade  his  modur  mary, 
When  thing  that  has  no  reson  for  him  was  so 
sary  ! 
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Certes,  lady,  Symond  swerd  past  thurgli-out  thi  hert, 

And  the  paynes  of  thi  sone  were  in  the  ful  smert,    676 

That  thi  hert  hade  neuer  lasted  on  non-kyn  wyse 

Hade  thou  nojt  trewed  stedfastly  that  he  suld  vprise.       »>ut  beiierd 

Lady,  what  nede  was  the  for  to  make  sorowe,  would  rise 

ffor  thi  sone  dyed  synful  man  to  borowe  1  680 

Thou  wote  that  he  sal  ryse  agayn  th?<rgh  his  awen  niy^t 

&  vfiih  a  body  ful  of  ioye,  apertely  to  thi  sijt 

Thou  wote  the  fend  is  venquist,  &  wetes  it  no^t, 

Til  thi  sone  out  of  helle  haue  al  liis  chosen  broat.    foi.  le. 

ffro  he  dyed  til  he  rose  that  [men]  my3t  him  se,       685 

Alle  the  trewtfi  of  halikerk  was  stedfast  in  the  ;  Herikuh  wm 

Alle  his  awen  disciples  of  him  thai  were  dredand,  ci.ri'sfs 

Bot  the  faith  in  thi  hert  ay  it  was  lastand,  688  doubted. 

Dere  lady,  succowr  vs  of  dedly  synnyng, 

ffor  the  ioye  that  thou  hade  of  his  vprising  ! 


H 


^  How  ihesns  is  ahmf^ti.^  »  Fr.  dens  omnipotent 

E  rose  by  his  awne  my3t,  &  that  verraily,  chnst  was 

And  shewed  so  that  he  was  ihesiis  alniyghti.  692   by  HisowT* 
He  that  al  this  warld  made  first  of  rijt  no^t, 
Man  dampned  agayn  with  his  blode  he  bo3t. 
Thus  has  he  gyuen  vs  a  gode  counsail, 
And  thurgh  rijt  venquist  the  fend  in  bataiL  696 

His  lyf  has  shewed  vs  a  ful  redy  gate 
ffor  to  entre,  if  we  ^viH,  in-w«t/i  heuen-^ate. 
ffor  we  sul  traist  on  hxm  in  al  oure  nede, 
He  shewed  vs  the  my3t  of  god  in  his  manhede.        700 
Power  of  god  and  man  Avas  mellid  in  his  dedis,  The  power  of 

And  that  to  stablenes  of  oure  treuth  gretly  spedis.  comifined"?^ 

Ri3t  as  a  sharp  swerd  of  the  fire  al  glowand  "'"  ***^ 

The  egge  kerues  if  he  smyte,  the  hete  is  brennand,  704 
So  godhede  &  manhede  in  o  person 
Shewed  thair  kyndnes^  to  mannes  reson.  i  r.kyndes 

We  rede  :  when  he  was  called  til  a  weddyng,  as  at  the 

Whan  thaim  failed  wyne,  sone  at  his  bydding  708  S*""  '" 

Thai  filled  pottes  of  clene  water  in  the  stede  of  wyne  : 
And  thai  were  twrned  in  to  wj-ne,  &  that  gode  &  fyne. 
When  he  bad  fett«  water,  he  shewed  his  manhed,    711 
And  when  he  t?«-iied  hit  to  wyne,  he  shewed  his  godhed. 
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ffor  he  my^t  haue  made  wyne  vfiili-onien  water  "bro^t, 
Ei^t  as  he  made,  when  he  wald,  al  tlie  warld  a^  nojt. 

'  r.  of 


at  the  Miracle  Also  w?*t7/-  fyue  loues  &  Only  fisches  two 

of  the  Loav"-  "^  •' 


716 


and  at  the 
Raising  of 
Lazarus. 


aiid  fishes,       He  fedde,  as  we  rede,  fyue  thousand  &  mo  ; 

When  thai  hade  eten  ynogh,  aH  that  ther  were, 

Twelf  lepes  of  relef  ful  away  thei  here. 

His  manhed  to  thaim  aH  delt  bret  &  fische, 

Bot  his  godhec?  ther  multiplied  al  this.  720 

5it  we  rede  that  lazar  hade  [lain]  four  dayes  in  his  grauo 

When  ihei'u  crist  fro  ded?  to  lyue  wald  hhn  vp  haue ; 

ffirst  he  grette  &  sithen  he  cryed  to  la^ar  : 

That  shewed  that  he  was  verray  man  thar ;   i  r.did    724 

When  lazare  rose  fro  the  ded  &  diecP  mannes  dede, 

Then  was  shewed  that  in  crist  was  v^^rray  godhede. 

IF  Of  the  sana.ment  of  the  auter}  *  J^]^^^^^^ 

GOd  of  aH  his  meruailes  made  vs  a  gode  mynd? 
When  he  wold  in  forme  of  brede  dweH  w/t7< 
mankin(J.  728 

Thurgh  the  vej-tue  of  cr/stes  wordes  of  the  sacrament 
That  the  prest  reherces  at  his  messe  \iiih  gode  entent, 
Brede  in  to  cristes  flesch,  &  wyne  in  to  his  blode,   foi.  n. 
Sudanly  is  turned,  for  mannes  gastly  fode ;  732 

Nother  brede  ne  wyne  is  after  sacryng  in  the  messe, 
Bot  ve?Tay  goddes  flesch  &  blode,  in  thair  liknes. 
Ther  is  of  brede  &  wyne  sauowr,  colour,  &  figure, 
Lastand  thurgh  goddes  wil  agayn  aourg,  of  nature ; 
But  vnder  this  liknes  is  non  other  substance 
Bot  goddes  body  &  his  blode  Vfiih  thair  purtenance. 
In  crist  god  &  man,  saul  &  body,  flesch  &  blode 
Are  so  fast  knyt  to-geder  with  kynde  &  loue  gode 
That  whar  that  is  any  party  of  cristes  awen  body 
Ther  wiH:  god  be  &  thai  aH  ve?-raily. 
Ther-for  vndir  liknes  both  of  wyn  &  brede 
they  are  real     Is  verray  both  god  &  m'ln  that  for  vs  was  dede. 
This  is  goddes  dede,  &  passes  mannes  wit- — 
He  has  mekel  mede  that  trewly  trowes  hit. 
In  this  liknes  gyues  hit  vs  god,  that  is  so  gode, 
ffor  we  wald  be  escheu  of  rawe  flesch  &  of  blode. 
Brede  &  wyne  in  the  stomak  taken  to  mete 


bread  is 
turnd  into 
Christ's  flesh, 
and  water 
into  blood: 


736 


740 


744 


748 


A  Sawley  Monk's  veo-sion  of  Grostetes  Castle  of  Love.     429 

Turnes  in  to  flesch  &  blode  thurgu  kyndly  hete  : 

Whi  may  nojt  god  then,  that  al  thing  made  of  no^t 

And  as  haly  writ  sais  many  wonder  wrojt,  752 

Turne  sone  in  to  flesch  &  blode  both  brede  &  wyne, 

fFor  to  be  to  cristen  man  gastly  medicine  1 

If  thou  recevue  his  flesch  &  blode  worthily,  if  yon 

•'  ''  receive  them 

Thou  sal  be  as  [a]  quik  lym  of  his  body ;  756   worti.ny. 

And  if  thou  kepe  the  so  out  of  dedly  synne,  chl^'sbSiy! 

As  a  cosyn  of  his  thou  sal  heuen  wynne. 
The  pask-lambe  in  the  aid  lawe  that  al  men  suld  ete. 
And  man^  that  god  send  fro  heuen  tU  his  folk  [to]  mete,   >  i.  manna, 
&  blod  that  was  euer  ofErid  for  clensyng  of  synne  :  761 
Was  taken  of  his  sacrament  that  oure  help  is  ynne. 
AH  the  tokens  of  this  sacrament  that  we  ay  can  fynd 
In  the  old  lawe,  t[h]rugh  trouth  of  this  comes  til  our*? 
myn(J,  764 

&  aH  the  maruailes  that  god  [wro3t]  ar  he  man  ware 
&  [comen]  ^  of  that  clene  mayden  &  modir  that  hi??i  bare.    *  ^^^  '' 
If  man  wil  wit/i  al  his  myjt  loue  this  sacrament  The  benefit 

•"  of  the 

&  vse  hit  out  of  dedly  synne  ay  wttA  gode  entent,    768   Eucharist 
Nother  tunge  may  wel  telle  ne  hert  may  wel  think  "<>  '^if* 

The  noble  and  gastly  profit  of  this  mete  &  drink. 


N 


IT  Hoio  ihe&Ms,  is  al  strenghty. 
Ow  hast  thou  herd  wele  how  'ihesm  is  almy3ty  ;       chnst  u 
Here  now  how  he  is  ouer  al  othe>"  strenghty.  772  '  °"^' 
This  name  of  iiciesus  has  so  gret  in  h\m^  vertu  &  my^t     Tochnsfs 
That  ail  in  heuen,  ertfi  &  helle  suld  til  \nm  loute  wzt/i  rijt ;   "reTfures 
Oft  in  this  name  god  mannes  prayer  spedes     *  "■■j.^'J  '"">  *" 
Agayn  the  fend  that  hit  ful  mekil  dredes.  776 

This  name  is  mirthe  in  hering,  &  co?>«fort  in  sijt,  u  is  mirth 

Triacle  in  mouth  &  in  hert,  that  is  of  mekU  my3t, 
Soco»r  to  aH  synful  men,  &  to  seke  solace,  and  solace  to 

To  him  that  is  repentant  ay  ful  of  grace.  780   men?  "' 

The  fend  was  prince  of  this  warld  &  hade  maw  in  pnson 
Ay  til  our  [lord]  ihesu  crist  hade  sufEred  passion ; 
Ther  was  non  so  hely^  that  myjt  in  erth  dweH     » =haiy 
Bot  his  saule,  qwen  he  died,  suld  go  to  lieH.  784 

Hely  men  were  in  merknes  ther  thai  no  payn  feld, 
Bot  the  fend  fro  thair  ioye  agayn  thair  wil  thai/Ji  held, 
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Paradise  wa8 
sluit  to  ua 
till  Clirist 
le-opend  it. 


He  is  our 
refuge  and 
strength. 


And  the  ^ate  of  paradys  was  agayn  ih.-A\m  stoken, 

Til  ihesus  with  his  passion  hade  made  it  open.  788 

When  the  fende  sagh  him  wele  on  the  crois  hyngand, 

He  wend  to  haue  made  him  forth  ay  in  heH:  lengand ; 

Bot  sone  the  saul  with  the  godhede  as  a  fere  lyon 

And  a  kyng  of  al  the  war  Id,  &  nojt  as  a  prison,       792 

Come  to  heH  &  hrast  thair  barres  With  his  wiH  fre, 

And  toke  out  ail  anon  with  him  that  dyed  in  charite. 

Him  calles  men  a  lord  strong  and  my3ty 

That  has  ay  when  he  wil  in  batail  the  maistry.         796 

Sone  he  venquist  the  fend  &  cuttyd  his  power, 

That  he  suld  no3t  tempt  vs  more  then  we  mi3t  here/  ^• 

Thus  is  ihesufonx  refut,  strenght  &  soco^ir. 

Our  help  &  our  hele,  our  ioye  &  our  honour.  800 


Christ  ia  our 
spiritual 
forefather, 
as  Adam  is 
our  fleshly 
one. 


As  all  died 
by  Adam, 
so  all  may 
live  by  Christ. 


After  His 
rising  again, 
He  ate  with 
His  disciples 


Thomas  put 
his  hand  into 
Christ's 
wouuds. 


H  Holo  crist  is  oure  fader  gasthj. 

HEre  now  how  crist  was  oure  forrafader  gastly, 
Ei^t  as  adam  was  to  man  forrafader  fleschly. 
AH  that  was  of  adam  born,  lost  heuen  for  liis  synne, 
And  aH  that  cristes  children  wiH  be  bi  him  may  hit 

wy?me ;  804 

Baptisme  has  the  ve^-tu  of  cristes  hert-blode, 
To  make  thai??^  his  childer  that  wil  take  hit  with  ^  gode. 
Thus  rijt  as  al  men  dyed  thurgh  adam,         ^  wii  om.  ? 
So  may  al  be  quikned  ngayn  in  cristes  name.  808 

Was  neuer  no  fader  that  any  son  so  dere  hade  bo3t 
As  crist,  that  man  wesch  of  synne  &  out  of  prison 

bro3t. 
In  fourty  houres  after  his  ded  herged  he  helle  812 

[1  verse  ioanting.'\ 
And  apered  to  his  disciples  in  many-mane/-  wyse, 
To  proue  soth  that  he  said  that  he  suld  vprise. 
He  ete  &  drank  with  thdJim  ichon,  ri3t  in  thair  si3t, 
And  spak  that  was  nedef  ul  to  thai?w,  mekel  of  gastli  li3t. 
And  elleuen  of  tliai??z  he  blamed  sithen  817 

ffor  thei  trowed  no3t  that  he  was  vprisen. 
Bot  it  was  til  our  faith  ful  heply 

That  Thomas  of  ynde  trowed  lattly,  820 

Til  he  in  to  crist[es]  hert-wond  hade  put  his  hand ; 
Than  said  he  :  "  thou  art  my  god  &  my  lord  lyuand." 
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"  ffor  thou  has  sene  me,"  qw«d  crist,  "  now  thou  trowes 

rijt; 
Blissed  be  thai  [that]  trowes  wele  witA-out^n  any  8131 !  " 
When  our  faith  was  thus  confermed  as  thou  has  wele 

hard,  825 

Then  bad  cnst  thei  suld  it  preche  thurgh-out  al  the 

warld, 
And  [baptize]  aH  that  wald  be  in  trouth  stedfast, 
In  the  name  of  the  fader  &  the  son  &  the  haligiist ;  828 
ffor  ther  [may]  neue-r  non  in  heuen-blis  wone 
Bot  he  thurgh  baptyme  be  made  cr/stes  awen  sone. 
In  this  fader  was  neuer  no  wemme  of  synne, 
The-for  be  liiwi  may  [we]  blis  clayme  &  wynne,        832 
Adam  come  of  erth  &  band  vs  alt  to  prison  : 
Crist  then  come  fro  heuen  &  payed  for  vs  raunson. 
"When  he  stegh  vp  agayn  to  henen-riche  1  lis,. 
He  tok  al  the  ded  wit/i  hini  that  was  his. 
Ther  he  haldes  sesyn  in  his  heritage 
To  al  that  wil  folow  hi»i  of  his  lynage. 
Thar  fader  &  sone  &  haligast 
Are  all  on  god  of  myjtes  mast. 
In  sijt  of  this  thre  pej-sons  in  on  godhede 
Sal  be  in  heuen  our  gret  ioye  &  our  mede  ; 
Then  sal  we  se  in  that  ioyfulnes  »  w.  8io-9M  added. 

How  crist,  our  dere  fader,  is  verray  prince  of  pees. — 
^  When  ihesu  crist  of  heuen  had  woranen  his  gret  rijt, 
Then  was  sent  the  haligast  anon,  as  he  hade  hi3t ; 
His  disciples  hertes  anon  he  wald  enspire 
In  the  fader  likues  with  tunges  of  fire. 
So  the  haligast  was  send  &  sest  thaim  aboue, 
That  of  the  fader  &  the  sone  is  the  gode  loue. 
And  is  al  on  god  Wit/i  thaim  in  ve;Tay  vnite, 
Bot  he  is  third  pez-soii  in  the  trinite. 
"\Mien  thei  were  thus  fulfilled  of  the  haligast, 
Thai  couth  wele  al  langage  &  speke  hit  sone  in  hast ; 
Thai  were  so  confermed  in  trouth  &  al  ful  of  grace  855 
That  for  to  preche  goddes  lawe  thai  dred  no  kinge§  face. 


836 


840 


848 


852 


Clirist  bade 
His  Disciples 
preach  Uie 
Gospel,  and 
baptize  men 


that  they 
might  be 
made  His 


He  took  His 
dead  with 
Him  to 
Heaven, 


where  we 
shall  see 
Him,  the 
Prince  or 


He  sent  his 
Disciples  the 
Holy  Ghost, 


and  made 
them  to 
know  all 
tongues. 
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The 

Artielet  of 

Belief. 


^  Of  the  articles  of  trouth. 

HEre  DOW  of  the  articles  of  our  trouth  that  we  al 
traist  In  lie, 
&  the  seuen  sacranient3  that  soccowrs  vs  of  synne. 


1.  In  God  the  AVe  sal  trowen  in  on  god  of  myjtes  alther-mast. 

Father-  o  ,;  7  j 

That  is  the  fader  &  the  sone  &  the  haligast ; 


2. the  Son : 
8.  the  Holy 
Ghoit; 
one  God  in 
Trinity; 


860 


4.  in  Holy 
Cliurch ; 

5.  in  holy 


6.  in  forgive- 
negg  of  sins; 


None  is  other  of  this  persones  thre, 

Bot  aH  are  on  god  in  the^  trinite  :  i  ms.  tine 

Thes  thre  are  on  god  &  on  verray  nature, 

That  made  first  of  ri3t  no3t  al-maner  creature.  864 

We  trowe  in  haly  kirk,  &  haly  mannes  dedes, 

That   god  ay  vfiXh  his  grace  thaim  strenghtes  wel  & 

spedes 
In  trouth  (fe  sacramentj  &  dedes  of  charite,  867 

Thurgh  \^iilk  to  the  repentant  forgifnes  of  sywne  sal  be. 
He  that  trowes  no^t  as  halikirk,  is  in  dedly  synne, 
And  mede  in  heuen  in  that  state  may  he  neuer  wynne. 
7.  in  the  Day    At  day  of  dome  sal  al  mankynd  vprise,i  ^  ^Ited*^'," V  sSt 
ffor  to  take  ay-lastand  dome  on  many  diuers  wise ;  872 
The  gode  sal  go  to  heuen  to  ay-lastand  blis. 
And  the  wikkid  to  helle-fire  that  ay-lastand  is. 

The  aghtend  article  is  of  cristes  maiihede  : 
How  mary  conceyued  him  in  clen  maydenhede ;       876 
When  the  aungel  gabriel  come  &  gret  hir  vfitli  gode, 
The  haligast  made  a  body  of  hir  clennest  blode, 
&  put  a  saul  in  to  hit  that  al  wysdani  can ; 
Then  god  the  sone  toke  that  &  become  man.  880 

The  neghend  is  that  he  of  maiden  mary  was  born 
&  no-thing  of  hir  maydenhede  ther-for  was  lorn. 

The  tend  is  that  he  sufFred  paynes  wilfully, 


8.  that  Christ 
was  conceived 
by  Mary, 


9.  and  bom ; 


A 


10.  that 
Christ  died 

and  wag        Ml  to  ded  op-on  the  crois  &  biryng  of  body.  884 

11.  dew-ended/      The  elleueud  that  crist  in  saule  went  dou?i  to  heH; 

•"'"  Hell,       ' 

&  toke  out  al  his  awen  chosen  that  vflth  him  suld  dwett. 

The  twelft  is  that  he  rose  fro  dede  on  the  thrid  day 
And  apperyd  qwik  in  flesch  \fiili  many  tokens  ve^'ray. 

The  thrittend  is  that  he  stegh  vp  hegh  in  to  heuen, 
Ther  he  sittes  in  manhed  wM  his  fader  euen.  890 

The  fourtend  is  that  he  sal  come  vpon  domesday 
And  gyue  ri3twis  dome  to  qwik  &  dede,  that  sal  last  ay. 


12.  rose  from 
the  dead. 


13.  ascended 
into  Heaven, 


14.  and  shall 
come  to  judge 
men  at 
Uoomsday. 
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IT  Of  the  seuen  sactdotient^. 

5Et  the  seuea  sacrament^  are  nedful  to  kenne. 

^  ffor  baptyme  of  al  synue  may  soccowr  aH  men ;  i.  Baptism. 

For  who  as  taas  hit  lawefully, 

Of  synne  is  cleused  al  fully.  896 

The  secund  sacrament  is  confermyng  :  2.  conflrma- 

That  agayn  the  fend  is  a  gret  strenghting. 

The  third  is  the  sac?'flment  of  the  auter,  3.  Euciiarist. 

That  is  declared  a  litel  befor  here.  900 

The  ferth  is  penance  ordaynd  for  mannes  synne ;  4.  Penance. 

This  lawefully  has  thre  parties  hiw  wit^-Inne : 
Sorow  of  \\ert,  schrift  of  mouth,  &  asseth  making — 
This  tlire  of  mede  &  grace  bringes  agayn  taking.      904 

The  fift  sacrament  is  for  seke  men  anoynting  :  5.  UncUon. 

This  is  socco?/r  agayn  al  uenial  synnyng. 

The  sext  is  ordowr  that  clerkes  has  on  diue?*se  wise,     6.  onUna- 

tion. 

And  ther-thurgh  has  diuerse  power  in  goddes  se?-uise. 

That  seuend  betwix  man  &  wowman  is  wedding,     909   7.  wedding. 

fEor  remedie  of  lecherie  &  chUder  nurishing. 

Thurgh  gode  &  laweful  vsyng  of  any  of  this  seuen 

May  men  wele  escheu  payn  &  lijtly  come  til  heuen. 

Grace  in  this  seuen  heles  man  of  al  gastly  sore ;        913 

And  seuen  vertues  ables  hxm  that  thou  red  be-fore.^ 

Seuen  gif tes  of  the  haligast  helpes  ay  his  dede,   '  v.  121  s. 

And  seuen  nianer  of  blis  parfowrmes  his  mede.         916 

IT  Of  the  seuen  giftes  of  the  haligast. 

THe  first  gift,  dred  of  god,  puttes  fro  maw  pride  mast    1.  Fear  of 
&  makes  him  wele-manerd,  pouer  in  hert  and  tast ; 
&  that  are  thus  meke  in  hert,  &  pouer  gastly, 
Crist  blesses  thaim  alway,  &  heuen  is  thaires,  treuly. 

The  second  gift  is  pite,  that  puttes  out  enuy         921    2.  Pity. 
&  makes  man  to  worschipe  god,  his  fader  gastly, 
&  goddes  la  we  &  his  neghbowr  for  goddes  awen  sake, 
&  thes  gode  dedes  gode,  benigne  &  myld  wil  hi?>t  make  ; 
Thai  that  has  vertuously  that  ilk  myldnes,  925 

Ay  sal  haue  lyuyug  in  mekil  bhssednes. 

The  third  gift  is  cunnyng,  that  puttes  away  wrath        s.  Know- 
&  mas  man  to  loue  godenes,  &  witA  wikkednes  to  wlath, 

VERXON    MS.  p  p 
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4.  Spiritual 
Strength. 


6.  Under- 
standing. 


Before 
Doomsday 
Antichrist 
shall  come. 


himself 
Christ, 


And  haue  sorow  for  his  synne  &  taryyng  of  blis  ;     929 
ffor  this  is  man  blissed,  &  heuen  sal  be  his  ; 
This  gift  of  cunnyng  may  nojt  ful  longe  be 
Wit^-outen  gastly  ioye  &  gret  charite.  932 

The  ferth  gift  is  gastly  strenght,  that  puttes  away 
slouth 
&  to  eschape  aH;  perils  mas  man  to  haue  trouth ; 
Hit  mas  man  to  sufFre  wel,  &  long  to  bide  ri^t, 
&  rijt  be  done  to  god  &  man  ^erne  wiiUi  al  his  my3t ; 
&  who-so  has  this  3ernyng  &  hungres  ri^twisnes,      937 
Thai  sal  be  ful-filled  of  hit  &  haue  gret  blissednes. 

That  fift  gift  is  counsail,  that  fordos  couetise 
&  in  hegh  thing  &  hard  mas  maw  of  gode  auyse  ;     940 
Hit  mas  maw  ay  gode  &  benigne  in  alkyn  thinge, 
And  rewles  hym  wele  in  warkes  of  me?x;y  doyng ; 
&  aH  that  warkes  of  me?'cy  dos  deuoutely,  i  =  make  certain 
Are  blissed  of  ihesu  crist  &  ay  sal  haue  m«-cy.  944 

The  sext  gift  is  vnderstanding,  that  glotery  fordos 
&  stires  to  certayn^  trouth  that  him  gastly  behose, 
&  makes  him  of  aH  synne  clene  in  hert  to  be ; 
Suche  men  are  blissid  of  crist,  for  thai  sal  god  se.    948 

The  seuent  gift  is  wysdam,  that  fordos  lecherie 
&  confortes  man  in  Ioye  of  god  &  pes  swetly, 
And  mas  man  to  kepe  &  make  pees  wiih  grei  besines  ; 
Siche  are  called  goddes  childer,  &  sal  haue  blissednes. 

In  sufFring  oght  for  rijt  standes  the  aghtend  blis, 
&  who  as  euer  suflfres  so,  the  rewme  of  heuen  is  his. 

1  This  passage  is  added. 

IT  Of  antecristes  commyng.^ 

THat  tyme  when  god  wil  suffre,  before  the  [day]  of 
dome  955 

To  tempte  &  pursue  cristen  men  anticWst  sal  come ; 
He  sal  be  born  in  babiloyn  of  the  kyn(J  of  dan 
That  sum  tyme  here  in  erth  of  lacob  childer  was  an; 
He  sal  regne  in  ler^salem  &  him-self  [crist]  caH.      959 
Then  many  of  ther  wretched  lewes  sal  fast  til  him  faH. 
When  he  mas  him  god,  his  gode  aungel  sal  him  forsake, 
Then  the  fend  sal  him  enspire  &  hede  of  wikkednes 

make; 
He  sal  feyne  thm-gh  f endes  craft  nere  al  cmtes  meruailes, 
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Bot  ay  in  him  charite,  mercy  &  meknes  faCes.  964 

Simple  mere  sal  he  deceyue  yrith  miracles  doyng, 
Couetous  witJi  gret  giftes,  &  gode  wttA  punysching, 
He  sal  make  men  as  god  to  adour  his  ymage  967  and  make 

&  on  thair  [forehede]  ^  here  a  mark  of  his  seniage ;  his  image, 

Who-so  has  nojt  that  mark,  sal  nouthe?-  hye  ne  seH,         ri|ht°i^nd^'r 
Bot  antecristes  tjT^nt  sal  thaim  to  ded  queH.  aS^S  i6. 

Be  reson  &  in  haly  writ  it  is  goddes  sawe  : 
Th?/rgh  payn  sal  god  neuer  stresse  mare  to  forsake  his 
la  we,  972 

Bot  what  as  any  man  dos  here  with  his  fre  wiH, 
Sal  tume  him,  altei-  it  is,  to  gode  or  to  iii. 
Betwix  antecristes  coinyng  &  his  gret  iH  doyng 
Sal  Ely  &  Ennok  com  preche  for  mennes  sauyng ;    976  and  sTiaii 
Then  antecrist  sal  sle  thaim  in  Ien/.5alem,  Knoch, 

&  god  sal  raise  thaim  to  lif  &  tak  thai?re  to  his  leme.        raise  them 
Bot  thre  3ere  &  a  half  sal  antecrist  haue  maistry —  Antichrist 

fifor  to  sane  his  chosen  that  ordayns  goddes  mercy.   980  three  and  a 
Then  thwrgh  goddes  my3t  sal  that  wikked  be  slayn,  ^**"' 

&  aH  chosen  that  trespast  then  sal  tame  agayn. 
The[n]  ful  many  lewes  sal  tnrne  to  cristes  lawe, 
&  halikirk  sal  line  in  pes  out  of  tyrantj  awe,  984 

Shortir  tyme  or  lenger,  til  that  crist  wil  come,  tin  Christ 

To  make  the  worldes  ende  &  gif  his  grete  dome.  world. 

IF  0/  the  day  of  dome. 

IN  the  same  foMrme  in  whilk  crist  snffrid  payn.  He  shall 

To  deme  both  qwhik  &  ded  he  sal  come  agayn.  988  m^thfeld- 
Then  sal  he  shewe  his  body  stremand  al  on  blode,  cloven, 

&  his  hert  clouen  in  two  as  he  henge  on  rode, 
&  say  :  "  for  30W  suffred  I  al  this  gret  payn. 
TeUes  now  what  ^e  to  me  has  done  ther-agayn  !  "      992  and  ask  us 
Alias,  what  may  then  til  hi??j  synful  man  say  done  for 

That  neuer  wele  wM-outen  synne  spendes  on  day  1 
Man  sal  jelde  acompt  then  of  al  that  god  hi?re  sende, 
Body  &  saul,  witte  &  gode,  how  he  has  it  spende,    996 
&  of  ilk  a  nydel  word  that  euer  he  here  spak ; 
In  wikked  word  &  wikked  dede  then  sal  be  gret  lak. 
After  that  degre  of  synne  or  of  charite  As  we  died. 

That  any  man  dyes  Inne,  sal  he  domed  be.  1000  ourdwi^ 
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The  sinful 
shall  cry  for 
the  moun- 
tains to  fall 
on  them. 


Before 
Doomsday 


fire  shall 
cleanse  the 
world. 


lieastg  sh 
die. 


Than  sal  clere  conscience  be  mekil  more  of  told 

Than  any  gret  lordship  \fiih  a  world  ful  of  gold  : 

ffor  al  sal  then  perisch  that  we  here  now  make, 

&  synful  man  sal  for  drede  sore  tremble  &  qwak*.  1004 

AH  synne  for  whilk  is  no^t  worthily  asseth  made  here, 

Bes  shewed  ther  al  openly,  to  shame  &  gret  lere. 

Ilk  a  man  then  sal  se  his  dome  vejTaily 

&  for  gret  drede  of  god  thws  sal  thei  ait  cry  :  1008 

"Montayns,  falles  dou?i  on  vs,  for  to  hid  vs, 

That  we  se  nojt  the  wrath  of  god  that  is  so  hedous  ! 

Alias  that  euer  were  Ave  born  any  thing  to  craue, 

tfor  wit^-outen  ende  we  are  lorn,  for  nothing  may  vs 

saue.  1012 

Alas,  alas,  &  wele-away,  Avher-of  may  we  ^elp  ? 
Whe  are  shent  for  euer  &  ay,  for  no  thing  may  as 

help." 
Haly  writ  sais  that  befor  this  dome 
Ouer  al  this  wide  warld  a  huge  fire  sal  come ;         1016 
Seint  Peter  sais^  that  then  al  sal  brenne  '  apetr.s,  lo. 

Erth  &  water  &  al  the  warld,  &  al  that  is  ther-Inne. 
Heuens  &  ayr  &  aH  the  elements 

ffire  thwrgh  brennyng  then  sal  clens.  1020 

ffire  sal  nojt  touche  heuen  in  the  whilk  is  blis, 
Bot  other  heuens  that  vnder  hit  is. 
The  fire  sal  pMrge  venial  synne,        1 1021-4  added.        1023 
&  ful  hard  pyne  thai?n  that  dedly  [syn]  is  Inne ;  ^ 
Hit  sal  fordo  thing  that  sal  nojt  endure, 
And  make  al  the  remanant  of  fairer  figure.    »  1027-42  added. 
^Then  al  the  qwik  bestes  sal  tak  thair  endyng, 
That  were  made  bot  for  a  tyiiie  of  maranes  leuyng. 
The  four  elements  sal  be  fairer  seuen-fold  1029 

Then  euer  thai  were  any  tyme,  other  newe  or  old. 
Ther  sal  be  no  chaunging  fro  cold  to  the  hete, 
iSTe  non  other  tempest  of  wynd  &  wedirs  gret ;       1032 
Al  cold  &  hete,  foul  venum,  fylth  &  stynk,       '  cf.  v.  1095. 
ffor  to  punish  thaim  in  heH,  sal  dou?»  then  synk.i 
The  heuens  sal  no^t  t^rne  aboute,  bot  stand  ay  in  rest, 
The  sunne  ay  in  the  est,  the  mone  in  the  west ;      1036 
Ilkon  sal  be  more  clere  seuen-fold  than  he  was, 
Bot[li]  to  goddes  worschipe  &  to  ma?mes  solas. 
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This  sais  god  bi  ysaie,  tliat  his  wil  wele  knewe  :  and  as  iraiaii 

said,  the 

"  Lo,  I  make  both  heuens  &  erth  aH  span-newe."   1040  i>eaven  and 

This  fairnes  of  the  warld  sal  dampned  men  no^t  se,  niade  anew. 

ffor  thai  sal  be  in  helle-payne  or  that  fairnes  sal  be. 

fl&rst,  when  god  wil,  saH  aungeles  a  gret  noyse  make, 

&  crist  thaiw  that  are  in  blis  sal  vritJi  him  take,     1014 

Then  the  remanant  that  sal  be  in  that  blis  faire, 

Sal  be  rauyst  hhn  agayn  vp  in  to  the  acre. 

AH  saH  ryse  fro  ded  to  lyf  of  Adames  lynage  ah  men  shall 

.  ,     .        ,     .  ,    ,     .  rise  as  when 

Als  m  thair  awen  stat?/r  of  thntty  3er  age  ;  1048  they  were  so. 

AH  goddes  chosen  then  sal  ful  parfit  be, 

Wit/i-outen  any  foulnes  or  supe?*fluite. 

Then  sal  crist  say  to  thai??i  on  his  rijt  honde 

A  gode  word,  of  aH  wordes  comfortande  :  1052 

"  Come  36,  my  fader  blissed,  &  haues  the  renme  of  chnrt  shaii 

•1  _  call  the  good 

heuen,  to  Heaven, 

That,  befor  the  warld  was  made,  [was]  ordaynd  30W 

ful  euen. 
5e  gaf  me  mete  whan  I  was  hungry,  because  on 

3e  gaf  me  drynk  whan  y  was  thristy ;  1056  ^P^  hju?" 

When  I  hade  nede  ^e  harbard  me ; 
"When  I  was  naked  36  cleded  me ; 
3e  visit  me  when  I  was  seke, 

And  in  prison  30  wald  me  seke.  1060 

That  36  did  for  my  loue  to  the  lest  of  myne,  poor  for  His 

That  same  ^e  did  to  myself,  theron  sal  ^e  no3t  tyne." 
Then  wikked  men  for  heuenes  of  synne 
SaH  no3t  agayn  crist  in  to  the  aier  wynne,  1064 

Bot  thai  on  the  erth  [sal]  cristes  wordes  here, 
That  sal  be  to  thai?/!  wttA-outen  ende  a  lere, 
"When  he  sais  :  "go,  waried,  in  to  the  fire  of  belle,  Bntsinnen 

Thar  30  in  payne  w/t//-oute/i  ende  with  the  fend  sal  to^Heu. 

dwett  1068 

3e  serued  neuer  ioye  aylastandly,  >  1071-1090  added, 

ffor  36  fulfilled  no3t  the  warkes  of  mercy." —      »  ms.  men 
^Take  now  gode  kepe  here,  wardly  eristew  man,^  xiierefore. 

&  do  thi  saule  profit  als  wele  as  thou  can  !  1072   <io  wofksT"' 

Thurgh  warkes  of  mercy  may  men  heuen  wy/me, 
&  thai  that  dos  thai?/?  no3t,  sal  no3t  come  ther-Inne. — 
Bot  ther  are  seueii  warkes  of  mercy  bodely, 
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6  Boflily 
works  Hlw>ve 
(I.  1055-00): 
7tli,  is  l)ury- 
iiig  tlie  dead. 

7  Spiritual 
Works. 


Hell  is  a  deep 
pit 


with  a  fierce 
lire  ill  it. 


and  gnash 
tlieir  teeth 
for  pain, 
heartsick. 


&  also  other  seuen  Avarkes  of  mercy  gastly ;  1076 

Thjwgh  trewe  kepyng  of  any  of  this  seiien 
May  a  trewe  cristen  man  wel  come  to  heuen. 
Sex  bodely  warkes  has  thou  befor  redde, 
The  [seuent]  taght  Tobie  when  he  beryd  the  dede. 
Seuen  gastly  warkes,  that  are  of  more  mede,  1081 

May  thou  hald  in  thi  mynd  to  thin  awen  spede : 
The  fir^t  is  for  to  teche  the  vncimnand. 
The  second  is  to  counsail  the  dontand.  1084 

The  thrid  is  to  confort  him  that  is  sorowful. 
The  ferth  is  to  chasty  him  that  is  in  synne  wilful. 
Tlie  fift  is  to  forgif  hhn  that  has  iH  Avratthed  the. 
The  sext  is  to  support  him  that  irksum  is  to  the.    1088 
The  seuent  is  to  pray  to  god  for  aH  thes  hertely, 
That  he  amend  thaim  of   thair  faute  th?i?*gh  his  grci 
mercy. 

1  The  next  passages  are  treated  freely;  most  of  the  particulars  are  added. 

IF  Of  the  2)ci>/nes  of  //eH.^ 

TVrne  we  now  agayn,  sujw-what  for  to  telle 
Of  the  orrible  paynes  that  ay  are  in  helle.      1092 
Helle  is  a  depe  pit  styukand,  yvith  aH  myrknes  : 
Ther  the  dampned  ay  sal  be  halden  in  gret  distres. 
AH  that  is  in  the  warld  of  filth  &  of  stynk, 
At  day  of  dome  sal  douw  thedir  synk,  1096 

ffor  to  eke  thair  stynkand  payne,  al  be  hit  gret. 
flbr  ther  sal  be  of  hett-fire  wondir  huge  hete  ; 
That    brennand    fire    ^Y^th-owten    ende    so    g?-ctly    hit 

glowes 
That  al  the  yvatu?-  in  the  warld   may  not  slokere  his 

lowes.  1100 

Ther  is  als  gret  cold  on  another  side  : 
Ther  sudanly  for  more  payne  in  to  hit  sal  thei  glide. 
Thai  sal  nojt  haue  no  roume  ther  on  be-side  another, 
Bot  aH  be  cast  on  a  hope  as  of  turf  a  fother ;  1104 

Ilkon  sal  stynk  on  other  &  double  his  payne, 
&  ilkon  ay  to  greue  other  saH  be  ful  fayne, 
Ther  sal  be  gnasting  of  teth  for  gretnes  of  payne. 
And  euer  in  the  he?-t  a  soroAve  souerayne  1108 

That  thai  haue  lost  for  a  litil  lykyng  of  synne 
The  ioye  of  the  sijt  of  god  that  al  godenes  is  Inne ; 
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&  this  •svorme  of  conscience  sal  Lit  thai??i  eue?-niore 

&  one?'  alt  paynes  ay  be  to  thaim  a  sore.  1112 

Xo  likyng  sal  thai  haue,  shortly  for  to  say, 

Bot  al  thing  agayn  thair  wil  that  thai»i  gref  may. 

&  thus  sal  thai  be  punist  aylastandly, 

"\Wt7i-outen  hope  of  me?-cy  or  any  remedy.  1116 


The  worm  of 
coiiseieiii-e 
ever  bites 
them. 


IF  Of  tlie  ioyes  of  heuen. 

THair  ioye  in  heuen  sal  wele  more  V. 
Then  any  hert  may  think  or  any  egh  se, 
Xe  non  ert[h]Iy  mannes  ere  may  wele  here 
The  Ioye  that  god  has  ordaynd  til  his  awen  dere.   1120 
This  ioye  saH  haue  then  aylastand  sekirnes, 
ffor  crist,  kyng  of  ioye,  sal  then  be  prince  of  pes. 
Ilk  mannes  body  of  thaiw  that  god  wil  sane 
ffour  fair  dowers  of  ioye  in  heuen  sal  haue  :  1124 

IT  fiirst  the  body  sal  be  [so]  parfit  tliere, 
That  no  thing  in  al  the  warld  my3t  \\\m  there  [dere], 
AH  the  fir  of  hell  my3t  him  neuer  brenne, 
If  he  neuer  so  lange  were  laide  ther-Inne.  1128 

IT  The  second  dower  of  the  body  sal  be  brijtnes 
That  man  sal  haue  that  dede^  in  gastly  clennes ;   i  =  diea 
Ilk  a  body  sal  be  there  seuen-[fold]i  more  bii3fc    »  om. 
Then  the  sunne  is  here  when  it  most  li3t;  1132 

&  this  gret  bri3tnes  of  the  body 
Sal  euermore  cleth  hit  fair  &  honestly. 
IT  The  third  dower  of  the  body  sal  be  sulilnes, 
ffor  hit  sal  be  so  clensid  of  aH  rudnes  1136 

That  non  erthly  body  may  lette  hit  to  passe. 
More  then  the  sunne-beme  is  lettid  be  the  glas. 
IT  The  ferth  dower  of  the  body  sal  be  deliuernes, 
ffor  hit  sal  be  clensid  so  wel  of  alkyn  heuyues         1140 
That  sudanly,  whedir  as  the  saul  has  3ernyng, 
Thedir  sal  the  body  glide  wiW-outen  more  letting. 
In  thes  four  dowers  sal  thi  body  be  so  jx/i-fit  1143 

That  of  aH  erthly  ioye  of  hit  sal  be  debt.     « 1145-1172  added. 
iThre  gastly  parties  of  thi  saul  ioye  sal  fulfiH  : 
Thes  are  vnderstanding,  a  mynd,  &  a  AviH. 
Vndirstanding  that  here  was  in  trewtli  stedfast       1147 
Of  poyntes  of  oure  faith  that  manes  [reson  i)ast],i    1  om. 


Christ  as 

Prince 

of  Peace. 


have  4  joys: 

1.  tlieir 
txKlies  shall 
be  perfect ; 


2.  they  shall 
be  sevenfold 
brigliter  than 
tlie  sun : 


3.  they  shall 
be  subtle, 
able  to  pjiss 
thro'  any- 
thing, and 


The  Saints' 
souls  shall 
have  3 
doners : 
1.  the  Under- 
staiuling 
shall  see 
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what  on 
earth  it  could 
only  believe. 


and  be  flUd 
with  joy; 


2.  the  Will 
shall  be  satis- 
fie<l  in  Love; 


S.  the  Mind'i 
hopes  xliiiU 
be  realised. 


The  sight  of 
God  shall  be 
man's  food. 


Sill  in  clere  si^ht  of  god  al  that  he  trowedl  se, 
&  in  that  soue?*ayii  fair  pi3t  al  ful  of  blis  be. 
AH  wysdam,  al  godenes,  aH  faimes,  al  my^t 
Sal  rauysh  man  to  the  loue  of  god  in  that  fair  si3t. 
Man  sal  se  in  god  as  in  a  myrour  1153 

AH  that  he  wil  or  may  be  to  his  honowr. 
Ilk  man  as  he  deserued  mor  or  lesse  here, 
Sal  haue  the?-  ay  the  si^t  of  god  more  or  lesse  clere; 
Bot  al  sal  be  so  fully  paydl  in  that  sijt  1157 

That  couayt  clerer  sijt  non  sal  haue  no  myjt. 
And  thws  in  the  saul  the  vnderstanding 
Sal  ay  be  fulfilled  of  ioye  &  likyng,  11  GO 

And  this  sal  be  in  mawnes  saul  the  first  dower, 
After  that  he  deserued  when  that  he  was  here. 
His  wiH  that  here  loued  god  ower  al  thing 
&  his  euen-cristen  for  goddes  bidding,  1164 

In  the  loue  of  god  the/-  sal  be  so  parfit 
That  al  his  3eniyng  sal  be  ful  of  delit ; 
That  loue  sal  be  ay  so  gret,  so  gode.  &  so  faire 
That  nothing  that  may  befaH  sal  hit  oght  empaire. 
His  mynd  that  hoped  to  haue  ioye  th?M-gh  g?-ace  & 
mercy  1169 

&  dyed  stedfast  in  trouth  vfith-oViien  synne  dedly, 
Sal  haue  mekil  more  ioye  then  he  euer  wend, 
&  sikirnes  that  liit  last  ay  we't/i-outen  end.  1172 

So  sal  ilk  blissed  saul  be  fulfillid  of  blis 
That  hit  may  nothing  ^ern  thare  that  hit  may  mys. 
He  has  parfit  blis  that  has  al  his  wiH, 
&  so  be  that  he  then^  nothing  wiH  iH.     >  ms.  then     1176 
Tlier  sal  nothing  be  that  may  greue,  bot  al  liking, 
That  sal  ay  last  sikirly  w/t/i-outen  endyng. 
Sothly,  [thes]  thre  dowers  of  the  saul  are  the  gret  blis. 
And  mannes  ioye  is  mesurd  after  he  has  of  this.      1180 
This  gret  ioye  is  of  gode  loue  &  likyng  &  sijt. 
Al  other  ioye  toward  this  [is]  of  litil  my^t. 
As  he  that  has  the  su/me-lijt  vpon  a  fair  day, 
ffor  many  torches  if  he  lijt  no  better  se  he  may ;    1184 
No3t  more  li3t,  bot  more  maners  of  li3t  lie  has, 
&  that  may  be  to  him  a  maner  of  solace. 
Clere  si3t  of  god  sal  ther  be  mannes  fode 
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And  bri^tnes  of  body  sal  be  clething  gode.  1188 

"Wark  sal  be  thare,  of  god  a  mery  louyng, 

That  neuer  -wzW-outen  encJ  sal  haue  irking. 

If  adam  hade  hnied  to  the  warldes  ende 

And  al  the  wittes  of  aH  men  god  had  him  send,     1192 

3it  myjt  he  no3t  haue  told  fully 

The  lest  poynt  of  that  ioye,  verraily. 

Ther  sal  be  nothing  that  may  displese, 

Bot  al  honeste  &  gode  that  may  ese.  1196 

rThre]  ^  maner  of  men  sal  haue  a  ioye  special,    >  ms.  ffour  s  Wnds  of 

That  is  caUid  in  haly  writ  of  ioye  a  coronale :  haveaspedai 

•'  •'  '  Coronal  of 

Thes  thre  maners  are  :  verray  martires,  i*'MartvT» 

Alle-clene  uirgines,  &  haly  tecliei-s.  1 200  |-  ^j^""^ 

Ilkon  sal  haue  ther  als  [mekil]  ioye  of  othir 

Als  he  were  a  thousand  sith  his  brothir ; 

Dkon  of  other  ioye  sal  haue  a  liking, 

&  that  sal  be  [to]  thaim  of  ioye  a  doubling ;  1204 

This  doubling  sal  be  in  noumbre  a  gretnes, 

No^t  to  the  ioye  before  euen  mykilnes. 

After  degre  of  loue  of  god  that  man  hade  here 

Sal  his  ioye  be  mesurd,  wit^-outen  any  were.  1208 

Man  sal  haue  soue?*ayne  ioye  in  si3t  of  godhede,  The  saints 

And  sithen  a  gret  ioye  of  crist[e«]  manhede,  comforted 

That  he  is  both  god  &  man  that  bojt  hi?/!  \fi\h  his  blode  Godhead, 

&  deyned  to  she  we  to  man  so  hertly  mekil  gode;  1212  manhood. 

That  his  brother  sal  euer  be  his  lord  &  his  god. 

That  sal  be  a  confort  to  Yiim  wtt^-outen  make  od. 

In  hiwi-self  he  has  his  ioye  oi  al  the  dowers 

Both  of  body  &  of  saul,  as  clerkes  vs  leres.  1216 

Of  the  qwene  of  heuen,  our  lady  mary,  by  the  Queen 

.  T-i  ID  11      r  "  of  Heaven, 

That  IS  goddes  moder  &  well  of  mercy,  our  Lady 

fflour  of  aH  uirgines  &  avowe  to  mankynd,. 

May  aH  that  are  in  heuen  gret  confort  fynd  ;  1220 

Amang  aH  creatures  sho  has  wele  of  aH  weles, 

ffor  sho  is  moder  of  the  king  that  al  ioye  deles. 

Sithen  ix.  ordres  of  aungele^  comfortes  man  in  blis,         by  the  9 

V^ith  thair  gret  myrth  &  ioyf  ulnes  that  thai  may  neuer  AngeU. 

mys ;  1224 

Sithen  al  maner  of  men  that  to  blis  wendis, 
And  specialy  aH  gode  men  frendes  - "    " 
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Ekys  1  his  ioye  &  confort  when  thai  are  mette,  '  ms.  Ek  y« 
And  that  saH  ay  last  wit^-outen  any  lette.  1228 

and  hy  all       ^'t  heuen  &  erth  &  all  creatures 

creiitioii. 

Sal  be  to  mannes  ioye,  whiles  hit  endures. 

AH  the  sorow  &  paynes  of  heH  ay-lastandly 

Satt  confort  \i\m  that  eschaped  thaim  thwj-gh  me?-cy. 

Thus  sal  man  in  heuen  ay  fyn(J  ioye  &  leth,  1233 

Aboue  him,  Wit/<-Inne  him,  aboute  &  benetfi. 

Ay,  sais  seint  austyn  sothfastly, 

Man  sulcJ  forsake  resonably  1236 

AH  the  welthes  of  this  warld  euermore  &  ay, 

ffor  to  haue  the  ioye  of  heuen  only  a  day. 

How  mekil  more  then  suld  man  ay  forsake  synne 

While  he  lyued  in  erth,  that  blis  for  to  wynne  ? 

The  godenes  of  god,  the  fairnes,  the  wysdam,  the  my3t, 

The  ioye,  the  solace,  the  confort  that  ay  is  In  his  sijt, 

Passes  aH  mannes  mynd,  vndirstanding  &  wit, 

Bot  if  he  may  come  to  blis  fully  &  clerly  se  hit.     1244 

Ther-for  he  that  all  creatures  first  made  of  no3t 

And  •vri\h  his  awne  hert-blode  al  mankyncJ  bojt, 

Thwrgh  his  grace  &  mercy  grannt  vs  that  ioye  to  se, 

How  thre  persones  are  aH  on  god  in  trinite.  1248 

Amen. 


To  have  the 
joy  of  Heaven 
for  a  day, 
men  should 
forsake  the 
world  for 
ever. 


May  God 
grant  ns  to 
see  how  S 
persons  are 
IGod: 


Here  endes  the  myrour  of  lewed  men. 


A  Munk  made  this  myroMr,  only  for  lewed  mennes  sake. 
Thou  that  wiH  se  saule-hele,  this  thi  myrowr  thou  take ! 
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